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Philadelphia^  yuly^6thy   1799. 

Dr.  WITHEltSPOON's  chara6ler  as  a  writer  is  fo 
highly  and  defervedly  efteemed  by  all  the  friends  of  Evangeli- 
cal truth,  who  have  been  acquainted  with  his  publications! 
that  it  is  prefumed  to  be  fuperfluous  to  folicit  their  patronage 
by  any  commendation  of  the  work  now  propofed  for  publica- 
tion. To  thofe  who  have  not  been  favoured  with  the  perufal 
of  the  Doctor's  Sermons  and  Eflays,  the  fubfcriber  takes  the 
liberty  to  obferve,  that  their  merit  is  fuperior  to  their  praife. 

JOHN  B.  SMITH,  Minister 
^f  the  Third  Presbyterian  Churchy  Philadelphia^ 


n;n3-« 


Philadelphia^  July  ^Othy  179^* 

Sift, 

IT  has  given  nie  much  pleafure  to  hear  that  you  are  about 
to  publilh  an  edition  of  the  works  6f  the  late  Dr^  Wither* 
SPOON.  I  know  not  how  ydu  could  do  a  greater  fervice  to  the 
public  than  by  this  undertaking;  and  I  (incerely  hope  you  majr 
find  it  advantageous  to  yoiidelf*  In  all  the  Dodlor's  tra6ls 
there  is  nlatiifeft  that  clofenefs  and  clearnefs  of  thought,  that 
acutenefs  of  difcemment  and  accuracy  of  difcriminaiion,  that 
faculty  of  feparating  the  matter  difculTed  from  every  thing  ex- 
traneous, that  conftant  attention  to  rsldical  principles,  and  fyf- 
tematic  confiftency,  that  lucid  order,  and  that  power  of  pre- 
fcnting  his  whole  fubjedl  in  the  mofl  flriking  and  imprcffive 
manner  to  the  mind  of  the  reader,  which  didinguifh  the  writer 
of  penetration  and  comprehenfivc  views.  His  flyle  is  uniform- 
ly iimple  and  nervoUs— perfe6lly  intelligible  to  thofe  who  have 
not  had  the  advantages  of  education,  and  yet  pleafnig  to  thofe 
whofe  tafte  is  the  moft  cultivated  and  correct.  The  Dodlor  has 
given  fpecimens  of  talent  as  a  critic,  a  fatyrift  and  a  politician, 
which  demonflrate  that  he  might  have  attained  high  eminence 
in  each  of  thefe  chara6lers.  But  from  a  fenfe  of  duty,  as  well 
Ml  from  a  love  to  the  employment,  he  devoted  himfelf  princi* 
pally  to  the  difcuflion  of  religious  truth  ;  and  always  with  a 
view  to  its  practical  application*    His  Sermons  and  CSa.'J^  oti 


RECOMMENDA  TIONS. 

various  topdcs  in  divinity,  ^i\\  be  read  with  pleal\irc  and  with 
profit  by  ferious  Chriftians  of  all  denominations.  The  pious 
and  eloquent  Wilkerforce  has  noticed  them  with  approbation 
in  his  late  popular  book* 

If  the  Dotlor*s  works  had  been  generally  read  in  this  coun- 
try, it  would  be  equally  unnecelTary  and  afluining  for  me  to 
chara6lerize  or  recommend  them.  But  for  ten  years  pad  I 
believe  they  have  not  been  vended  by  any  American  bookfeller, 
and  I  am  informed  they  are  now  out  of  print  in  Britain.  If, 
therefore,  you  fuppofe  that  my  opinion  of  them  will  be  any 
way  ferviceable  to  you  in  their  publication,  you  arc  at  liberty 
to  ufe  what  I  have  here  written  for  that  purpofe* 
Your'8  fincerely, 

Mr.  Woodward.  ASHBEL  GREEN. 


V^^A 


NeW'Torkj  August  6th,   1799. 

DEAR    SIR, 

IT  was  with  Angular  fatisfaclion  IJeamed  you  were  ifluing 
propofals  for  printing  the  works  of  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Wither- 
spooN — ^thofe  already  in  print,  are  juflly  efteemed  by  all  good 
judges  on  both  fides  of  the  Atlantic,  among  the  firfl  in  our 
language  on  the  Subje6\s  of  which  they  treat — the  addition  you 
contemplate  of  feveral  Difcourfes  and  fmall  Tra6ts  never  yet 
publlfhed^  Mill  not  a  little  enrich  your  collc6lion,  and  render 
it  defervedly  acceptable  to  the  Friends  of  I^iterature  and  Piety f 
of  all  denominations^  Your  fuccefs  in  this  bufmefs  will  give^ 
heart-felt  pleafurcto 

Your  Friend  and  Humble  Servant, 

JOHN  RODGERS. 
Mr.  William  W.  Woodward, 
PrinUr,  PhihiddphLu 


ADVERTISEMENT 


TO  inr. 


SECOND   AMERICAN  t^DiriOif. 


In  offering  XJb  the  public  this  edition  of  the  w6rkA 
6f  Dr.  Witherspoon,  the  editor  cannot  forbear  to  exprefs 
his  great  fatisfadtion  at  the  liberal  arid  extcnfive  patronage 
he  has  received.  Without  pretending  to  be  lefs  influenced 
than  is  ufaal  by  a  regard  to  perfonal  emolument,  he  can  ftill 
fay  with  truth,  that  much  of  his  gratification  is  derived  &om 
confiderations  of  another  and  a  higher  kind.  He  views  it  as 
no  inconfiderable  proof  of  the  good  difpofitions  of  a  great 
proportion  of  his  countrymen,  that  in  almoft  every  quarter 
of  the  union,  there  has  been  fuch  a  demand  for  the  writings  ^ 
of  Dr.  Witherspoont,  as  to  warrant  a  fecond  edition  of  his 
works  within  a  year  after  the  publication  of  the  firft  ;  that 
the  demand  feems  to  be  ftill  increafmg ;  and  that  men  of  the 
iirft  reputation  and  influence  are  among  his  fubfcribers.  In 
religion,  in  morals,  in  tafte,  and  in  politics,  the  principles 
which  the  Dr.  has  inculcated  are  of  the  foundeft  and  purcft 
kind ;  and  that  thefe  Ihould  be  popular,  can  riot  but  be  con- 
fidered  as  the  beft  caufe  of  felicitation  to  the  country  in 
wTiich  the  fadl  is  realized. 

Animated  by  the  countenance  which  he  has  received,  the 
editor  harf  ufed  his  beft  endeavors  to  free  the  prefent  edition 
from  the  imperfedlions  of  the  former.  The  whole  has  been 
attentively  and  feparately  reviewed  by  two  gentlemen  of  let* 
tcrs,  for  the  purpofe  of  corredling  the  errors  in  language, 
fpelling  and  pointing,  which  had  before  efcaped  attention. 
No  attempt,  however,  has  been  made  to  alter  the  Dr's 
phrafeology,  this  being  conHdered  as  an  unjuftifiable  licenfe, 
out  only  to  rectify  thofe  miftakes  which  were  fairly  imputa- 
ble to4nadvertence,  or  chargeable  to  the  printers  who  have 
publilhed  his  pieces  cither  in  this  country  ov  \x\  'S.vao^^* 
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The  bufinefs  of  infpefting  the  proof  (heets  the  editor  has  ta- 
ken wholly  on  himfelf,  and  he  trufts  that  no  error  of  any 
confequence  will  be  fou|id,  though  he  is  fenfible  that  abfo« 
lute  perfe6lion  in  this  particular  is  fcarcely  attainable. 

In  this  edition  the  arrangement  of  the  fevend  tra^  is  very 
different  from  any  that  has  heretofore  been  made.  Difcuf- 
(ions  which  relate  to  the  fame  or  fimilar  fubje£ts,  or  which 
belong  to  the  fame  clals  or  d.e^^omination  of  compofition, 
have  generally  been  kept  together.  Some  of  thefe,  it  will 
be  obferved,  were  written  in  an  earlier,  and  fome  in  a  later 
part  of  the  author's  life ;  fome  in  Scotland  and  fome  in  Ame- 
rica ;  but  it  was  judged  better  to  put  them  in  an  order  dic- 
tated by  the  pature  of  the  fubjeA,  than  in  one  whicl^  fhould 
corrtfpond  to  the  various  periods  at  which  they  were  com- 
posed. The  tinie  and  circumftances  to  which  they  refer 
pay  commonly  be  learned  from  their  contents. 

As  the  whole  of  the  Da's  works  are  now  colledtcd,  it  is 
proper  to  fpecify  diftin£Uy  thofe  that  are  pofthumous  :  for 
as  no  order  or  intimation  was  given  by  himfelf  relative 
to  the  publication  of  any  of  his  pieces  after  his  death,  he 
ought  not  to  be  charged  either  with  the  inaccuracy  of 
compofitions  which  he  did  not  defign  for  the  prefs,  or  with 
finally  determining  to  publifli  what  he  might  have  written 
with  that  intention,  but  afterwards  refolved  to  fupprefs.  It 
will  be  remembered  then,  that  in  thefe  volumes,  the  follow- 
ing pieces  are  pofthumous,  viz. — The  le£lures  on  Moral 
fhiiosophy^  Eloquence  and  Divinity  :  The  fermons  entitled, 
Devoiedness  to  God — The  righteous  scarcely  saved^  and  the 
wicked  certainly  destroyed — The  success  of  the  gospel  entirely 
i^fGod^-^The  yoke  of  Chri&t-^^The  glory  of  the  Redeemer  in 
$he  perpetuity  of  his  work — Tlie  petitions  of  the  insincere  un^ 
availing.^-'The  eflays  entided.  Observations  on  the  improve^ 
tnent  of  America — RefieQions  on  public  affairs — On  the  con- 
troversy  about  independence-^n  conducing  the  American 
controversy — Thoughts  on  American  liber  ty^^ Memorial  arid 
manifesto  of  the  United  States — A  deacription  of  the  State  of 
Herw^fersey — Aristides — On  the  Federal  City— On  the  Geor- 
gia constitution^ — Supplication  to  the  elders  of  the  church  of 
Scotland. — ^I'he  fpeeches  entitled.  On  the  interest  of  loan 
office  certificates— On  the  conference  proposed  by  Lord  Howe 


•  Tt  is  supporrd  that  some  of  these  essays^  particvlirly  thr 
^hree  lasty  mtiy  have  been  published  in  the  news^papers  of  the  daji\ 
But  this  is  not  certainly  kn(nvn.  Copies  of  them  in  the  Dr*s  own 
hand  vritin^j  v>4re  found  cmorg  his  papers*  '    * 
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-r-Oit  the  confederation — Onthe fimoKes^'^n  the  appointment 
of  pkrupotentienrieS'-^^On  the  convention  with  General  Bur- 
goifne-'-Xin  the  transportation  of  Dr.  C— .  Defence  in  the 
9ynod  (fGlaagorw.—  TYit  addreiies  or  letters  entitled,  On  the 
proposed  market  in  General  Washington's  camp'^Address  to 
General  Washington^^rOn  the  affairs  of  the  United  States — On 
the  contest  between  Great  Britain  ana  America, 

Whatever  praife  or  blame  the  publicatiop  of  the  piecef 
here  fpecified  may  be  thought  to  deferve,  the  editor  takes  to 
himfelL  They  would,  probably,  have  periftied  in  obfcurity, 
if  his  exertions  had  not  been  ufed  in  bringing  them  to  light. 
He  has  to  lament  that  the  le^lures  on  Divinity,  and  a  num- 
ber of  the  fermons  and  fpeeche^,  as  well  as  fome  of  the  eflay^ 
and  letters,  are  imfiniflied.  For  the  ledlures  and  fermonsj 
however,  he  thinks  that  no  apology  will  be  thought  necef- 
fary  ;  and  for  the  reft  he  can  only  fay,  that  the  parts  which 
are  given  appeared  to  him  fo  valuable,  as  to  be  worth  pre- 
ferving,  though  the  whole  could  not  be  obtained.  Some- 
times they  caft  light  on  the  tranfadliona  of  congrefs,  or  on 
the  hiftory  of  the  revolutionary  war  of  our  country :  fome- 
times  they  ferve  to  exhibit  the  peculiar  chara6ler  and  genius 
of  the  auilior,  or  to  make  known  fome  circumilance  of  his 
life  which  will  afford  gratificauon  to  his  friends  :  and  fome- 
times  they  contain  a  few  ponderous  or  fplendid  thoughts, 
which,  like  fragments  of  golden  ore,  are  precious,  though 
they  are  found  detached  from  the  mine.  It  is  hoped  that 
not  much  will  be  obferved,  that  even  fufpicion  itfelf  will 
impute  merely  to  a  defire  of  fwelling  the  volumes  ;  and  the 
Dr's  manner  is  fo  ftriking  in  all,  that  no  one  acquainted 
with  it  will  doubt  that  the  whole  h^  proceeded  from  his  pen. 
In  the  former  edition  the  following  note  was  prefixed  to 
the  le6lure$  on  Moral  Philofophy : 

"  In  juftice  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  Witherspoq^i,  it 
^'  ought  to  be  dated  that  he  did  not  intend  thefe  lectures  for 
**  the  prefs,  and  that  he  once  compelled  a  printer  who,  with« 
^^  out  his  knowledge,  had  undertaken  to  publifli  them,  to  de- 
^*  fift  from  the  defign,  by  threatening  a  profecution  as  the 
<'  confequence  of  perfifting  in  it.  The  Dr's  le6lures  on 
^^  morals,  notwithilanding  they  afliime  the  form  of  regular 
**  difcourfes,  were  in  faft,  viewed  by  himfelf  as  little  more 
*'  than  a  fyllabus  or  compend,  on  which  he  might  enlarge 
''  before  aclafs  at  the  times  of  recitation  ;  and  not  intending 
**  that  they  fliould  go  further,  or  be  othcrwife  confidered, 
**  he  took  freely  and  without  acknowledgment  from  writers 
<'  of  character,  fuch  ideas,  and  perhaps  expreflions,  as  he 
f«  fotfnd  fuited  to  his  purpofe.     Bi^t  though  thefe  cau£es 
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^^  would  not  permit  the  Dr.  himfclf  to  give  to  the  public 
•*  thefe  iketches  of  moral  philofophy,  it  is  believed  that-  they 
'•*  ought  not  to  operate  fo  powerful!}'  on  thofe  into  whofe 
•*  hands  his  papers  have  fallen  fmce  his  death.  Many  of  his 
"  pupils  whofe  eminence  in  literature  and  diftin6lion  in  fo- 
•*  cicty  give  weight  to  their  opinions,  have  thought  that 
**  thefe  lc6lures,  with  all  iheir  imperfeftions,  contain  one  of 
**  the  heil  and  moft  perfpicuous  exhibhions  of  the  radical 
'*  principles  of  the  fiicnce  on  which  they  treat  that  has  ever 
"  been  made,  and  they  have  very  importunately  demanded 
*'  their  publication  in  thi»  edition  of  his  worker :  Nor  is  it 
"conceived  that  a  compliance  with  this  demand,  after  the 
•*  explanation  here  given  can  do  any  injury  to  the  Dr's  repu- 
^*  tatjon.  And  to  the  writer  of  this  note  it  does  not  fecm  a 
**  fufficient  reafon  that  a  very  valuable  work  (hould  be  con- 
•*  iigned  to  oblivion,  becaufe  it  is  in  |bme  meafurc  »ncom- 
*'  plete,  or  becaufe  it  is  partly  a  feleftion  from  authors  tor 
"  whom  a  diilindl  reference  cannot  now  be  made." 

It  may  be  remarked  that  the  ledlures  on  Eloquence  and 
Divinity,  though  equ«illy  compendious  with  thofe  on  Moral 
Philofophy,  do  not  feem  to  need  any  acknowledgment  in 
regard  to  the  liberty  taken  of  borrowing  from  other  authors. 
They  are  in  a  remarkable  degree  original.  It  may,  perhaps, 
be  proper  to  ftate^  w^hat  is  known  to  hundreds,  that  the  lec- 
tures on  Eloquence  were  written  exadlly  as  they  now  appear 
before  Blair's  leflures  on  the  fame  fubjedl  were  ever  in  print. 
Dr.  Witherspoon  has  been  heard  to  declare  explicitly, 
that  no  communication  whatever  took  place  between  him 
and  Dr.  Blair,  relative  to  the  topics  which  they  have  both 
difcufled ;  and  Uie  correfpondence  which  appears  in  their 
leading  ideas,  he  ufed  to  remark,  was  a  linking  proof  of 
the  lalting  effedl  produced  by  imbibing  the  fame  principles 
and  lludying  under  the  fame  mailers  in  early  life. 

The  editor  has  only  to  (late  farther,  that  he  nftoft  fincerely 
regrets  that  no  more  of  the  manufcript  fermons  of  Dr.  Wi- 
th kr^poon  can  be  obtained.  Of  many  excellent  difcourfes 
which  he  has  been  heard  to  deliver,  not  a  trace  can  now  be 
found.  They  were  probably  committed  to  the  flames 
through  miilake,  with  a  large  colle£Vion  of  his  papers  which 
ho  orderul  to  be  burned  a  little  before  his  death. 

^HE  EDiroa^ 


PREFACE. 


THE  following  Treatises  were  originally  published  at 
different  times,  and  some  of  them  on  particular  occasions  ;  6ut  the 
attentive  reader  will  easily  perceive  one  leading  design  running 
through  the  whole*  The  author  hath  long  been  cf  opinion,  that  the' 
great  decay  of  religion  in  all  parts  of  this  kingdom,  is  chiefly 
owing  to  a  departure  from  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  from  those 
doctrines  which  chiefly  constitute  the  substance  of  the  gospel.  It 
may  perhaps  be  justly  imputed  to  other  general  causes  in  part,  and 
in  some  measure  to  less  universal  causes  in  particular  places  ;  but 
as  all  moral  action  must  arise  from  principle,  otherwise  it  ought 
not  to  be  called  by  that  name,  the  immediate  and  moft  powerful 
caufc  of  degeneracy  in  pra6lice,  muft  always  be  a  corruption 
in  principle* 

/  am  sensible  that  many  will  be  ready  to  cry  out  on  this  occasion^^ 
"  Such  notions  arise  from   narrowness  of  mind  and  uncharitable 
"  sentiments."    I  answer,  that  it  is  surprising  to  think  how  easily^ 
the  fashionable  or  cant  phrases  of  the  age,  will  pass  among  super-' 
flcial  thinkers   and  readers,  without  the  least  attention  either  to 
their  meaning,  or  to  the  evidence  on  which  they  are  founded. 

Thus  at  present,  if  a  man  shall  write  or  speak  against  certain 
principles,  and  stile  them  pernicious,  it  will  be  thought  a  sufficient 
vindication  of  them  to  make  a  beaten  common-place  encomium  on 
liberty  of  conscience  and  freedom  of  enquiry.  Blessed  be  God,  this 
great  and  sacred  privilege  is  well  secured  to  us  in  this  nation  r 
But  pray,  is  it  not  mine  as  well  as  yours  ?  And  is  it  not  the  very 
exercise  of  this  liberty  for  every  man  to  endeavor  to  support  those 
principles  which  appear  to  him  to  be  founded  on  Reason  and  Scrip- 
ture, as  well  as  to  attack,  without  scruple,  every  thing  which  he 
believes  to  be  contrary  to  either. 

Let  it  also  be  observed,  that  if  freedom  of  inquiry  be  a  blessing 
at  all,  it  can  be  so  for  no  other  reason  than  the  excellence  and  sa^ 
iutary  influence  of  real  truth,  when  it  can  be  discovered.  If  truth 
and  error  are  equally  safe,  nothing  can  be  more  foolish  than  for  a 
man  to  waste  his  time  in  endeavoring  to  distinguish  the  one  from 
the  other.  What  a  view  does  it  give  us  of  the  weakness  of  human 
nature,  that  the  same  persons  so  frequently  hold  inconsistent  prin- 
ciples? How  many  will  say  the  strongest  things  in  favor  of  an 
impartial  search  after  truth,  and  with  the  very  same  breath  tellyoUf 
**  It  is  of  no  consequence  at  all,  either  for  time  or  eternity^  whcm 
♦^  ther  you  hold  one  opinion  or  another^** 


PREFACE. 

Tliese  reflections  are  only  designed  to  procure  a  candid  unpre^ 
Judiced  hearing  fp  vfhat  is.  offered  in  tfie  following  pagesy  in  der 
fence  of  xohat  appears  to  me  the  fundamental  doctrines  of  the  gos^ 
pely  which  are  now  so  greatly  neglected^  or  so  openly  despised,  I 
am  encouraged  to  this  republication  by  the  great  demand  there  has 
heenfor  some  of  the  pieces^  particularly  The  Eflay  on  Juilification. 

/  must  observe  here^  that  I  have  received  several  letters  on  this 
subject^  desiring  that  the  phrase  imputed  righteoufnefs  might  be 
changed,  as  liable  to  great  exceptions;  a  request  which  I  would 
readily  have  complied  with,  if  it  could  be  made  appear  to  be  either 
finscriptural  or  dangerous*  But  as  I  apprehend  it  is  fully  warrant- 
id  by  Rom*  iv-  6.  and  many  other  passages  ;  so  I  do  not  see  what 
can  be  understood  by  it,  different  from,  or  more  dangerous  than^ 
forgivenefs  of  fin  and  acceptance  with  God,  not  for  our  own 
but  for  Christ's  fake.  As  the  case  stands,  therefore  it  is  to  be 
feared,  that  a  studied  endeavor  to  avoid  the  expression  would  do 
more  harm  on  the  one  harid  than  it  could  do  service  on  the  other. 

In  the  Treatise  on  Regeneration,  now  first  published,  the  same 
general  design  is  pursued,  but  in  a  way  more  directly  practical ; 
and  indeed  I  am  fully  convinced,  that  it  is  not  only  of  much  great- 
er moment  to  make  experimental  than  fpeculative  Chriftians,  but 
that  to  explain  and  enforce  the  doctrines  of  the  gospel  is  a  better 
way  to  produce  an  unshaken  persuasion  of  their  truth,  than  to  col- 
lect and  refute  the  cavils  of  adversaries,  which,  though  they  are 
often  trifling,  are  notwithstanding  innumerable.  I  hope  this  will 
excuse  the  introducing  several  passages  of  Scripture  in  the  last 
mentioned  Treatife,  and  applying  them  on  what  appears  to  me  to 
he  their  obvious  meaning,  without  taking  the  least  notice  of  the 
vnwearied  pains  frequently  taken  by  wire  drawing  critics  to  inter^ 
pret  them  in  a  contrary  sense. 

J^ondon,  June,  176i.  J,  W, 


CONTENTS. 


Pa^e 

A   FUNERAL   DISCOURSE 
By  the  Rev.  Dr.  JOHN  RODGERS,  of  New-York.      9 

An  essay  on  JUSTEFICATION, 
To  which  is  prefixed  a  letter  to  the  Rev.  James  Herve}%  43 

TREATISE  ON  REGENERATION, 

Introduction.  W 

C  H  A  P.    I. 

Some  general  obfcrvations  on  the  metaphor  ufed  by  the 
apoille  John,  Except  a  man  be  born  again  ;  and  the  fame 
or  fimilar  expreflions  to  be  found  in  other  parts  of  the 
word  of  God  100 

6*/rfr.  I. — From  this  cxpreflion,  Except  a  man  be  born 
again,  he  cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  God,  we  may  learn 
the  greatness  of  that  change  which  muft  pafs  upon 
every  child  of  Adam,  before  he  can  become  an  heir  of 
life  101 

^£cr.  II. — This  expreflion,  Except  a  man  be  born  again, 
and  other  fimilar  expreflions,  imply  that  the  change 
here  intended  is  not  merely  partial,  but  univerfal  105 

Szcr.  III. — From  thefe  words,  except  a  man  be  born  again, 
//•'  cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  other  fimilar  ex- 
preflions in  the  holy  Scriptures,  we  may  infer  that  the 
change  here  intended  is  not  merely  external  and  /m- 
perfect,  hut  inward,  essential  ?did  complete.  113 

Sect.  JV. — From  this  metaphor,  except  a  man  be  born  a^ 
gain,  he  cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  other  paral- 
lel expreflions  in  the  holy  Scriptures,  we  may  learn 
that  the  change  here  intended  is  supernatural  \%K 


CONTENTS. 

Page. 
X  H  A  P.    11. 

In  which  is  fhewn  wherein  this  change  doth  properly 
and  diredlly  coniift,  and  what  arc  its  principal  evi- 
dences and  fruits.  144 

Sect.  I. — Wherein  the  change  in  Regeneration  doth 

properly  and  dire6lly  confift.  ib. 

Sect.  II. — The  fecohd  part  of  this  change.  149 

Sect.  UL — The  effecls   of  Regeneration  ;  with    fome 

of  the  principal  evidences  of  its  fincerity.  158 

SEcr.  IV._A  more  particular  inquiry  into  what  pro- 
perly conflitutes  the  Gncerity  of  the  change.  171 

CHAP.    UL 

Of  tlie  fteps  by  which  this  change  is  accomplifbed.  1 89 

Sect.  I. — There  mud  be  adifcovery  of  ^he  real  nature 

of  God.  191 

Sect.  IL — There  mufl  be  a  difcovery  of  the  infinite  glo- 
ry of  God.  206 

Sect.  III. — There  mud  be  a  convi^ion  of  (in  and  danger.     208 

Sect.  IV.— rOf  the  degree  of  forrow  for  fin  in  tme  peni- 
tents. 219 

SEcr.  V. — Acceptance  of  falvation  through  the  crofs  of 

Chria.  2?9 

Sscr.  VI.— How  the  believer  recovers  peace  of  confci- 

ciice.  ?39 

Sect.  VII. — How  the  Chridian  is  governed  in  his  daily 

converfation.  244 

CONXLUSION.  249 

SERMON    L 

All  Mankind  by  Nature  under  Sin. 

Romans  iii.  23.  For  all  have  finned,  and  come  ft^ort  of 
the  glory  of  Qpd*  367 

SERMON    II. 
,  The  finncr  without  excufe  before  God. 

Pfalm  cxxx.  3.     If  thou,  Lord,  {houldfl  mark  iniquities, 

O  Lord,  who  (hall  (land  \  285 


CONTENTS. 

Pagt. 

SERMON    III. 
Hope  of  forgivenefs  with  God. 

Pfalm  cxxx.  4.  But  there  is  forgivenefs  with  thee ;  that 

thou  mayefl  be  feared.  399 

SERMON    IV. 

The  Nature  of  Faith. 

1  John  ill.  23.  And  this  is  his  commandment,  That 
we  ftiould  believe  on  the  name  of  his  Son  Jefus  Chrill.       3 !  5 

SERMON    V. 

Chrilljs  death  a  proper  atonement  for  Sin. 

1  John  ii.  2.  And  he  is  the  propitiation  for  our  fins ; 
and  not  for  ours  only,  but  alfo  for  the  fins  of  the 
^rhole  v/orld.  S31 

SERMON    VI. 

The  love  of  Chrift  in  Redemption. 

Rev.  i.  5.   Unto  him  that  loved  us,  and  wafhed  us  from 

our  fins  in  his  own  blood.  349 

SERMON   ,VII. 

Redemption  the  fubjedl  of  admiration  to  the  angels. 

I  Peter  i.  13.  laft  claufe.  Which  things  th^  angels  de- 

lirc  to  look  into.  371 

SERMON    VIII. 

Glorying  in  the  Crofs. 

Calatians  vi.  14.  But  God  forbid  that  I  ihould  glory, 

fave  in  the  crofs  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrill.  387 

SERMON    IX. 

The  world  crucified  by  the  crofs  of  Chrifl:. 

Cal.  vi.  14.  lad  claufc. — By  whom  the  world  is  crucifi- 
ed to  mc,  and  I  unto  the  world.  407 

S  E  R  M  ON    X. 

The  world  crucified  by  the  crofs  of  Chrift. 
Gal.  vi.  14.  laft  claufc By  whom  the  world,  &c.  425 


CONTENTS. 

SERMON    Xr. 
Fervency  and  importunity  in  Prayer. 


Page 


Cenefis  xxxii.  26.  And  he  faid,  I  will  not  let  thee  go, 

except  thou  blefs  me.  ^^"f 

SERMON    Xn. 

Fervency  and  importunity  in  Prayer, 

Genefis  xxxii.  26.  And  he  faid,  I  will  not  let  the  go, 

except  thou  biefs  me*  465 

SERMON    Xm. 

Obedience  and  facrifice  compared. 

I  Sam.  XV.  22.  Hath  the  Lord  as  great  delight  in  burnt 
offerings  and  facriSces,  as  in  obeying  the  voice  of  the 
Lord  ?  Behold,  to  obey,  is  better  than  facrifice  ;  and 
to  hearken,  than  the  fat  of  rams.  481 

SERMON    XIV. 
The  fecurity  of  thofe  who  truft  in  God. 

Prov.  xviii.  10.  The  name  of  the  Lord  is  a  ftrong  tow- 
er ;  the  righteous  runneth  into  it,  and  is  fafe.  503 

SERMON    XV. 

The  nature  and  extent  of  vifible  religion. 

Matth.  V.  16.  Let  your  light  fo  fliinc  before  men,  that 
they  may  fee  your  good  works,  and  glorify  your  Fa- 
ther which  is  in  Heaven.—  529 

SERMON    XVI. 
The  happinefs  of  the  Saints  in  Heaven- 
Rev.  vii.  15.     Therefore  are  they  before  the  throne  of 

God,  and  fervc  I.im  day  and  night  in  his  temple. —  531 


■»  w  .«•  MM  MM  MM  MM  CMD  eott  «OT»  «M»  Wa»  MM  MM  AH*  MM  COM  BQSO  was  MM  «M  «M*  «Q«B  «eM  COM  MM 

THE 

FAITHFUL  SERVANT  REWARDED : 
A 

SERMON, 

jDelivered  at  Princeton^  before  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
the  College  of  Ne^- Jersey^  May  6^  lyg 5,  occasioned  by 
the  death  of  the  Rev.  JOHN  WITHERSPOON, 
D.  D.  L.  L.  D.  President  of  said  College^  by  JOHN 
RODGERS,  D.  D.  Senior  Minister  of  the  United  Pres^ 
byterian  Churches^  in  the  city  of  Nevj-Tork. 

PUILISBED    BY    PARTICULAR    REQUEST    OF    THE    BOARDr 


MATTHEW,  XXV.  21. 

"  His  Lord  said  unto  him^  ^^  Well  done^  thou  good  and  faith* 
ful  Servant ;  thou  hast  been  faithful  over  a  few  things^  I 
iv'dl  make  thee  nder  over  many  things;  enter  thou  into  the 
joy  of  thy  Lord.^^ 

THE  dodrine  of  a  future  ftate  of  rewards  and  punifh- 
ments,  lies  deep  at  the  foundation  of  our  holy  religi- 
on :  It  is  a  dodlrine  perfedtly  confonant  to  reafon  and 
fupported  by  it ;  and  is  cither  afferled,  or  juftly  taken  for 
granted,  in  every  page  of  the  facred  oracles.  This  is  the 
immortality,  for  the  blcflednefs  of  which  we  became  inca- 
pacitated, by  our  apoftacy  from  God ;  and  that,  for  the 
enjoyment  of  which,  it  is  one  great  defign  of  the  religion 
of  Jcfus  Chrift  to  prepare  us.  The  whole  frame  of  this 
religion  is  wifely  calculated  for  this  end.  Among  the 
many  eviderices  of  thefe  truths,  we  may  appeal  to  the 
difcourfes  of  our  Divine  Mafter ;  and  particularly  to  thi$, 
of  which  our  text  is  a  part. 
Vol.  J.  B 
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In  the  preceding  chapter,  he  had  given  his  difciples  an 
inftrudtive  difcourfe  on  ihe  certainty  and  folemnity  of  his 
fecond  coming.  He  continues  the  fubjeft  in  this  chap- 
ter, and  enforces  the  gfeat  duty  of  preparation  for  it,  by 
the  parable  of  the  ten  virgins,  from  the  firfl  verfe  to  the 
thirteenth ;  by  the  parable  of  the  talents,  from  thence 
to  the  thirtieth  verfe ;  and  by  a  more  particular  account 
of  the  procefs  of  the  judgment  of  the  great  day,  from  thence 
to  the  end  of  the  chapter. 

.  The  more  immediate  defign  of  the  parable  of  the  ta- 
lents,  of  which  our  text  is  a  part,  is  to  enforce  the  duty, 
and  illuftrate  the  happinefs  of  being  prepared  for  ghhig 
up  our  account y  when  he  fhall  come  to  judge  the  world  in 
righteoufnefs.  You  may  read  it  at  your  Icifure.  I'lie 
"  man  travelling  into  a  far  country/*  in  this  parable  means 
our  Lord  himfelf ;  who  is  the  great  head  of  his  church, 
which  is  his  family.  The  "  fervants,"  of  whom  we  here 
read,  mean  all  profefling  Chriftians ;  all  who  call  them- 
selves the  fervants  of  Chrift,  whatever  their  nation  or  de- 
nomination may  be ;  though  fome  fuppofe  the  Minifters 
of  the  Gofpcl  are  more  particularly  intended. 

By  the  talents^  we  are  to  underftand  the  various  gifts 
of  Heaven,  whether  of  a  common  or  of  a  fpecial  nature. 
They  include  the  bounties  of  Providence,  fuch  as  health, 
ftrength,  reafon,  genius,  riches,  honor,  power,  learning, 
reputation,  the  feveral  advantages  arifing  from  our  Rations 
in  life  ;  and,  together  with  thefe,  thofe  graces  of  the  fpirit  ' 
that  conftitute  the  Chriftian  temper.  Thefe  are  all  fo 
many  talents  put  into  our  hands,  to  be  improved  for  God, 
and  the  bed  interefts  of  our  fellow-creatures ;  and  they 
are  different  to  different  perfons.  To  one  God  gives 
more  of  thefe  gifts  or  graces,  and  to  another  lefs ;  which 
is  defigned  in  the  parable  by  the  matter's  giving  to  one 
fervanty?w  talents,  and  to  another  twoy  and  to  another  one. 

By  **  the  Lord  of  thofe  fervants  coming,  after  a  long 
time,  to  reckon  with  them,"  we  are  to  underftand  that 
jKirticular  judgment  which  every  one  paffes  under  at 
death,  when  our  final  ftates  are  determined :  and  alfo,  and 
principally,  our  Lord's  coming  to  judge  the  world  in 
righteoufnefs,  at  the  lall  day,  **  When  every  one  fhall  re- 
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ccive  the  things  done  in  the  body,  according  to  that  he 
hath  done,  whether  it  be  good  or  bad."  At  both  thefe  fo- 
lemn  periods,  the  faithful  /ervant  of  Chrill,  whatever  his 
charafter  and  ftation  in  life  may  have  been,  fliall  be  re- 
ceived with  a  "  Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful  fer- 
vant ;  thou  haft  been  faithful  over  a  few  things,  I  will 
make  thee  ruler  over  many  things ;  enter  thou  into  the 
joy  of  thy  Lord." 

There  are  two  things  in  thefe  words  that  particularly 
deferve  our  notice.  The  character  of  those  who  fhall 
meet  with  the  approbation  of  their  Lord,  in  the  great  day 
of  final  awards  ;  they  have  been  good  and  faithful  fer- 
vants.  And  the  regard  fueh  Ihall  receive,  on  that  fo- 
lemn  occafion,  from  the  judge  of  quick  and  dead — They 
fhall  be  each  one  received  with  a  "  Well  done,  thou  good 
and  faithful  fervant ;  thou  haft  been  faithful  over  a  few 
things,  I  will  make  thee  ruler  over  many  things  j  enter 
thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord." 

Agreeably  to  this  view  of  my  text,  I  fhall, 

L  Briefly  confider  the  charadler  of  the  good  and  faith- 
ful fervant  of  Chrift. 

IL  The  nature  of  that  reward  here  promifed  to  all  fuch, 
in  the  great  day  of  the  I-X)rd. 
Let  us  enquire, 

I.  What  is  the  charafter  of  the  good  and  faithful  fervant 
of  Chrift? 

I  have  already  faid  this  may  be  applied  either  to  the 
difciples  of  Chrift  in  general  of  whatever  nation,  denomi- 
nation, or  character  in  life  they  may  be ;  or  to  the  minif- 
ters  of  the  Gofpel  in  particular.  I  fliall  confider  the  phrafe 
as  including  both.     And  it  implies, 

1.  Love  to  Christ  and  bis  service. — A  good  fervant  al- 
ways loves  a  good  mafter.  But  it  is  neceflary  to  obfervc 
here,  that  this  love  to  Chrift  and  his  fervice  is  not  found 
in  the  heart  of  depraved  man,  in  his  natural  ftate.  We 
are  by  nature  alienated  from  God :  deftitute  of  every 
principle  of  love  to  him  and  his  fon  Chrift,  in  their  true 
charafter.  The  apoftolic  defcription  of  depraved  human 
nature  is, "  having  the  underftanding  darkened,  being  ali- 
enated from  the  Itfe  of  God,  through  the  ignorance  tliat  is 
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in  them,  bccaufcofthe  blindnefs  of  their  hearts.''^  Hence 
arifes  theneceffity  of  being  *'  renewed  in  the  fpirit  of  our 
mind ;  and  of  putting  on  the  new  man,  which  after  God  is 
created  in  righteoufnefs  and  true  holinefs.''^  But  one  of 
the  principal  conflituentsof  this  new  man  is,  love  to  God 
and  his  fon  Chrift  Jefus.  Love  to  God  for  his  own  divine 
excellence,  as  well  as  for  the  beneficence  of  his  hand,  to 
us — and  love  to  Chrift,  as  being  the  "  brightnefs  of  his 
father's  glory,  and  the  exprefs  image  of  his  perfon.'V 
The  fincere  feasant  of  Chrift  loves  both  his  perfon  and  his 
character.  His  foul  is  pleafed  ^Vith  him,  as  he  is  exhibi- 
ted in  the  oracles  of  truth,  "  He  is  the  chief  among  ten 
thoufand,  and  altogether  lovely"  in  his  efteem.t/  He  loves 
alfo  his  service:  He  efteems  his  laws  to  be  altogether  equal 
andjuft. — This  is  the  native  effeft  of  his  love  to  his  per- 
fon  and  his  government :  *'  For  this  is  the  love  of  God,  that 
we  keep  his  commandments,  and  his  commandments  are 
not  grievous/V  The  love  we  bear  to  the  perfon  of  Chrift, 
in  proportion  to  its  prevalence,  will  not  only  induce  us  to 
obedience,  but  render  that  obedience  eafy  and  delightful — 
We  delight  to  oblige  thofe  whom  we  love. 

2.  The  good  and  faithful  fervant  of  Chrift  loves  his  feU 
lovj  servants — He  confiders  them  as  children  of  the  fame 
common  father  with  himfelf :  and  we  read,  that  "  every 
one  that  loveth  him  who  begat,  loveth  him  alfo  who  is  be- 
gotten of  \i\m.f  He  confiders  them  as  redeemed  by  the 
fame  precious  blood  of  Chrift  ;  and  as  the  fubjedls  of  the 
fame  fandifying  and  comforting  influences  of  the  fpirit  of 
grace,  which  are  the  common  privilege  of  every  true 
Chriftian  ;  for"  If  any  man  have  not  the  fpirit  of  Chrift, 
he  is  none  of  his."^  He  confiders  them  as  engaged  in  the 
fame  common  caufe  with  himfelf;  the  advancement  of 
the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  and  the  illuftration  of  the  honor  of 
God  in  our  world.  Thefe  are  the  great  ends  the  good  and 
faithful  fervants  of  Chrift  have  in  view,  however  they  may 
differ  in  fome  of  the  modes  of  purfuing  them.  Yet  this 
difference  does  not  forfeit  their  love,  or  deflroy  their  cha* 

a  Eph.  iv.  i8.       h  vtv.  2.-?,  24.     c  Hcb.  i.  3.     rf  Song.  v.  10,  16. 
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rity  for  each  other.  If  the  perfonwhofe  charafter  I  de- 
fcribe,  cannot  agree  to  agree  with  his  brethren,  in  denomi- 
nation,  or  mode  of  worfhip,  he  M'ill  agree  to  differ  with 
them — He  will  agree  they  Ihould  think  and  aft  for  them- 
felves,  in  matters  of  fuch  infinite  concern ;  a  privilege  he 
juftly  claims  to  himfelf.  And  in  how  many  things  foever 
the  difciples  of  Chrift  may  differ  in  matters  of  lefler  mo- 
ment,  they  will  all  agree  in  loving  their  Mafler,  his  ho- 
nor, his  truth,  and  his  fervice — They  will  agree  in  adorn- 
ing  their  profeflion  in  allgodlinefs  of  converfation. 

Again — The  good  and  faithful  fervant  confiders  his 
fellow-difciples  as  in  the  fame  vale  of  tears,  and  in  the 
fame  ftate  of  imperfeftion  and  trial  with  himfelf;  and, 
therefore,  that  both  they  and  he  ftand  in  need  of  mutual 
fympathy,  charity,  and  forbearance,  one  towards  another. 
In  a  word,  he  confiders  them  as  heirs  of  the  fame  future 
glory  with  himfelf;  as  travelling  to  the  fame  "  city,  which 
hath  foundations,  whofe  builder  and  maker  is  God ;"  and 
that,  therefore,  they  ought  not  to  differ  by  the  way. 

Of  fuch  importance  is  this  brotherly  love,  in  the  efti- 
jnation  of  our  Lord,  that  he  not  only  enjoins  it  upon  his 
difciples  as  their  duty,  but  as  their  diftinguifhing  and  cha- 
raderiftic  duty ;  that  duty  which  more  ftrongly  marks 
their  charadter  as  his  difciples  than  almoftany  other;  and 
that  by  which  they  are  efpecially  to  diftinguilh  themfelves 
from  the  men  of  the  world.  You,  therefore,  hear  him 
fay,  "  A  new  commandment  I  give  unto  you,  that  ye 
love  one  another  ;  as  I  have  loved  you,  that  ye  alfo  love 
one  another.  By  this  (hall  all  men  know  that  ye  are  my 
difciples,  if  ye  have  love  one  to  another."^ 

3.  Diligence  in  bis  Lord^s  ivork^  is  another  ingredient 
in  the  character  of  the  good  and  faithful  fervant.  You 
will  eafily  perceive  the  abfurdity  of  a  good,  and  at  the 
fame  time  a  slothful  fervant,  in  common  life ;  and  it  is 
ftill  more  fo  in  the  cafe  before  us.  We  all  have  our  work 
in  life  affigned  us,  in  the  courfe  of  a  wife  Providence:  and 
this  is  two  fold,  our  general  bufinefs  as  men  and  Chrif- 
lians,  and  the  fpecial  bufinefs  of  our  refpedtive  flations. 

a  Jobn  xiii.  34>  35» 
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Both  thefe  are  fruitftjl  of  a  variety  of  duties,  too  nume- 
rous to  be  recited  in  this  place — They  embrace  the  whole 
compafs  of  duty,  both  moral  and  pofitive,  that  we  owe  to 
our  God,  our  neighbour,  or  ourfelves.  Nor  is  there  a 
fingle  charafter  we  fuilain,  or  relation  we  bear,  in  either 
of  ihofe  views,  but  what  is  the  fource  of  important  duties. 
And  if  you  confider  the  variety  and  multiplicity  of  thefe 
relations  and  connexions,  you  will  readily  perceive  thefe 
duties  mull  be  numerous,  as  well  as  important.  But  all 
thefe  are  fo  many  claims  on  the  diligence  of  tlie  fervants 
of  Chrift  ;  fo  many  obligations  on  them  to  be  "  not  floth- 
ful  in  bufinefs,  but  fervent  in  fpirit,  ferving  the  Lord.'*a 
We  muft  be  diligent  too,  that  one  duty  may  not  interfere 
with  another,  for  every  thing  is  beautiful  in  its  feafon. 

Again — Diligence  is  implied  in  the  idea  oi  faithful- 
mss  ;  for  the  fcrvant  cannot  be  faithful  who  is  not  dili- 
gent.  No  man  ever  employed  a  fervant  to  run  idle  ;  nor 
can  any  thing  be  more  contrary  to  the  defign  for  which 
Heaven  has  made  us,  than  a  life  of  floth  and  idlenefs,  un* 
lefs  it  be  a  life  of  open  and  undifguifed  prophanenefs. 
The  author  of  our  lives  has  fufficiently  marked  the  great 
end  for  which  he  made  us,  upon  the  aflive  powers  with 
which  he  has  endowed  us — And  this  diligence  is  to  be 
particularly  employed  in  the  difcharge  of  the  duties  of  our 
leveral  Rations  in  life.  This  is  one  way,  among  others,  by 
which  we  are  to  bring  forth  fruit  to'  the  honor  of  our  Lord. 
**  And  herein,"  faith  our  Saviour,  "  is  my  father  glorified, 
that  you  bear  much  fruit ;  fo  Ihall  ye  be  my  difciples."^ 

4*.  The  good  and  faithful  fervant  has  a  sincere  regard 
to  bis  master^s  honor.  This  is  the  end  at  which  he  wi(he5 
and  ftudies  to  aim  in  all  his  adlions :  agreeably  to  the 
Divine  command,  "  Whether  ye  eat  or  drink,  dr  whatfo- 
ever  ye  do,  do  all  to  the  glory  of  God.'V  And  in  this  the 
fervant  of  Chrift  accords  with  his  mafter  :  the  great  end 
of  whofe  incarnation,  atonement,  and  interceflSon,  on  the 
behalf  of  finners,  was,  the  illuftration  of  God's  declarative 
glory.  He  undertook  the  vindication  of  the  character  and 
government  of  God,  from  the  contempt  fin  bad  catt  upon 

«  II  mans  xii.  i(.     b  Joha  xv«  8.     c  i  Cor.  x.  31* 
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them  ;  and  in  this  he  fully  fucceeded,  and  appeals  to  hid 
father,  that  fo  he  had  done — "  I  have  glorified  thee  on  the 
earth ;  I  have  finiflied  the  work  which  thou  gaveft  me  to 
do."«  You  will  perceive,  then,  that  to  aim  at  the  honof 
of  God,  as  the  higheft  end  of  all  our  aftions,  is,  in  a  capi- 
tal inftance,  to  have  the  "  fame  mind  in  us,  which  was  al* 
fo  in  Chrift  Jefus,  our  Lord.''^  The  true  fervant  of  Ghf  ill 
regards  the  honor  both  of  his  charafter  and  of  his  jDerfon* 
By  the  honor  of  Chrift's  character,  1  mean  his  honor  as  me- 
diator ;  particularly  as  the  great  atonement  for  fin,  and  as 
our  interceflbr  at  his  father's  right  hand.  But  to  honor 
Chrift  under  this  character,  in  a  proper  manner,  is  not  on* 
ly  to  profefs  our  firm  faith  in  thefe  doctrines,  but  to  accept 
him  as  the  Lord  our  righteoufnefs ;  it  is  to  truft  in  the 
merit  of  his  atonement,  as  the  fole  ground  of  our  accep- 
tance in  the  fight  of  God — Thus  the  good  and  faithful  fer- 
vant of  Chrift  puts  the  higheft  honor  in  his  power  upon 
him,  in  the  character  of  a  Saviour.  He  praftically  rifks 
his  very  falvation  on  his  ability,  fuitablenefs,  and  willing- 
nefs  to  fave  him. 

I  fhall  mention  but  one  ingredient  more  in  the  charac- 
ter I  am  at  prefent  illuftrating,  and  that  is, 

5.  Faithfulness  in  the  difcharge  of  the  duties  of  life. 
[The  character  under  which  our  text  reprefents  the  fervants 
of  Chrift,  is  that  oi  stewardsy  with  whom  their  Lord  had 
entrufted  his  goods  ;  to  fome  he  gave  more,  and  to  others 
lefs,  to  trade  withall.  But  the  Apoftle  tells  us,  "  That  it 
is  required  in  ftewards,  that  a  man  be  found  faithfuW*c 
And  you  will  pleafe  to  obferve,  our  text  exprefsly  ftiles  the 
true  difciple  of  Chrift,  "  a  gobd  and  faithful  fervant," 

This  faithfulnefs  confifts,  principally,  in  a  confcientious 
fincerity  and  diligence  in  filling  up  the  duties  of  our  feve* 
ral  ftations  and  charafters  in  life,  and  the  great  rule  by 
which  we  are  to  aft,  is  the  will  of  our  Lord  and  Matter* 

Thus  much  for  the  character  of  the  good  and  faithful 
fervant. 

Let  us  now  proceed  to  enquire, 

a  John  xvii.  4.     h  PhiU  ii.  5.     c  i  Cor.  iv.  a. 
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n.  What  is  the  nature  of  that  reward  promifed  in  our 
text  to  all  fuch  good  and  faithful  fervants  ? 

And,  as  it  is  here  defcribcd,  it  implies,  principally,  the 
four  following  things : 

1.  The  acceptance  of  their  persons  with  God. — This  is . 
implied  in  the  charafter  here  given  them,  and  reprefented 
in  the  parable,  as  given  them  by  their  Lord,  when  he  calls 
ihem  to  give  an  account  of  their  ftewardfliip,  good  and 

Jaitbfid  servants.  And  you  will  pleafe  farther  to  obfervc, 
they  are  not  only  acknowledged  as  good  and  faithful,  but 
received  with  a  "  Well  done,  ye  good  and  faithful  fer- 
vants." This,  indeed,  chiefly  imports  an  approbation  of 
their  conduft:  but  it  is  no  lefs  expreffive  oftlie  accep- 
tance of  their  perfons. 

But  to  eftimate  this  bleffing  in  a  proper  manner,  it  is 
neceflary  to  recoUedt,  that  as  finners,  we  had  forfeited  all 
right  to  this  acceptance  with  God,  and  juftly  merited  his 
fevere  difpleafurc.  That  we  deferve  nothing  but  indig* 
nation  and  wrath,  tribulation  and  anguifh,  from  him, 
throughout  an  immortality  of  woe.  Yea,  that  fuch  is  the 
nature  of  the  forfeiture  we  have  made  of  the  Divine  favor ; 
and  fuch  the  juftice  of  the  fentence  that  binds  us  down  to 
fuffer  his  difpleafure,  that  it  appears  not  to  have  been  com- 
patable  with  the  honor  of  God,  to  reverfe  the  fentence  and 
reftore  the  fmner  to  favor,  without  an  adequate  fatisfaftion. 
And  the  price  paid  for  this  bleffing,  the  precious  blood  of 
the  Son  of  God,  greatly  contributes  to  enhance  its  value. 
But  how  rich  the  mercy,  for  an  heir  of  Hell  to  become,  in 
this  way,  "  an  heir  of  God,  and  a  joint  heir  with  Chrift 
Jefus!'' 

2.  It  implies  iht  approbation  and  acceptance  of  their 
services  for  God^  and  his  caufe  in  the  world.  Every  in- 
dividual  among  them  Ihall  be  received  with  a  "  Well 
done,a  thou  good  and  faithful  fervant,  thou  haft  been  faith- 
ful over  a  few  things.*'  Language  cannot  exprefs  the  ap- 
probation  of  the  great  Judge  of  quick  and  dead,  in  ftronger 
terms.     But  did  our  time  admit  of  confidering  the  many 

a  The  original  word  Ev,  here  rendered  «  well  done,"  has  a  fore? 
that  cannot  be  fully  cxpreffcd  in  our  language. 
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imperfeftions  that  attend  the  very  beft  fervices  performed 
by  the  holieft  of  our  Lord's  fervants,  for  him,  how  deeply 
ftained  they  are  with  guilt,  it  would  ferve,  not  a  little,  to 
illuftratc  the  riches  of  that  reward  conferred  upon  them, 
in  this  acceptance  of  their  fervices  for  him.  And  this  far- 
ther  fuggefls,  what  it  is  of  importance  to  attend  to,  that 
this  acceptance  of  our  perfons  and  fervices,  when  we  come 
to  ftand  before  unblemiflied  purity,  is  not  of  merit,  but  of 
grace,  through  the  atonement  and  interceflion  of  the  Di- 
vine Mediator.  '*  It  is  to  the  praife  of  the  glory  of  his 
grace ^  that  he,  makes  us  accepted  in  the  beloved.''^  But 
it  is  not  the  lefs  certain,  for  its  being  of  grace. 

This  acceptance  of  our  perfons  and  fervices,  is  of  itfelf 
a  high  reward,  for  all  we  have  ever  done,  or  can  do,  for 
God,  while  in  this  life,  where  there  none  other  :  but  this 
is  not  all — for, 

3.  This  reward  implies  actual  and  superadded  honors ^ 
conferred  upon  the  faithful  fervants  of  Clirifl,  in  the  great 
day  of  God.  This  is  the  import  of  "  Thou  haft  been  faith- 
ful over  a  few  things,  I  wilf  make  thee  ruler  over  many 
things."  What  the  nature  of  thefe  honors  fhall  be,  we 
are  not  fo  clearly  taugljt.  Two  things,  however,  feem  to 
be  plain  refpedling  them,  in  the  facred  oracles,  namely. 
That  they  Ihall  bear  fome  proportion  to  our  faithfulnefs 
and  diligence  in  our  Lord's  fervice  here — and  that  they 
ftiall  be  great. 

They  fliall  bear  fome  proportion  to  our  diligence  and 
faithfulnefs  in  our  Lord's  fervice  in  this  life.  We  read, 
"  There  is  one  glory  of  the  fun,  and  another  glory  of  the 
moon,  and  another  glory  of  the  ftars  :  for  one  ftar  dlfler- 
eth  from  another  in  glory — So  alfo  is  the  refurre£lion  of 
the  dead."^  Thefe  words  plainly  point  us  to  a  difference  in 
the  degrees  of  that  gloiy  which  fhall  be  conferred  on  the 
feveral  fervants  of  Chrift,  in  the  day  when  he  fliall  finiflx 
the  mediatorial  fyftem,  by  raifing  the  dead,  and  judging 
the  world  in  righteoufnefs.  They  (hall  differ  as  the  fun 
differs  from  the  moon,  and  the  moon  from  the  ftars,  and 
the  ftars  one  from  another.     But  the  ground  of  this  differ. 

a  Ephelians  i.  6.     b  i  Cor.  xv.  41,  42. 
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ence  will  be,  the  zeal,  the  diligence,  and  the  fiuthfttlnels 
with  which  his  fervants  have  ferved  him  in  this  life  I 
may  not  fay  their  fuccefs  will  have  no  influence  on  this 
difference  of  reward :  for  we  read,  "  That  thev  who  turn 
many  to  righteoufnefs,  fhall  fhine  as  the  ftars,  forever  and 
cver/'a  But  when  we  confider  that  it  is  an  aft  of  mere 
fovereignty  in  God,  whether  he  will  fucceed  the  faithful 
labors  of  his  fervants,  yea,  or  not,  it  is  not  fo  confonant  to 
our  ideas  of  equity,  to  make  it  an  equal  ground  of  diftin« 
guifhed  honors,  with  thofe  things  that  arc  voluntary  in  us, 
as  our  faithfulnefs  and  diligence,  in  a  great  meafure  are. 
Befides,  this  would  be  to  weaken,  if  not  to  deftroy,  the  en- 
couragement  to  diligence  and  faithfulnefs,  arifmg  from 
thofe  promifes  of  reward  to  them,  fo  frequent  in  tilie  ora- 
cles of  truth  ;  efpecially  as  the  moft  diligent  and  £suthful 
fervants  of  Chrift,  are  not  always  the  moft  fuccefsful.  And 
it  farther  deferves  our  notice  that  the  reward  conferred,  in 
our  text,  on  the  good  fervant,  is  founded,  not  on  his  suc- 
cess but  on  his  faithfulnefs ;  "  Thou  haft  been  faithful 
over  a  few  things,  I  will  make  thee  ruler  over  many 
things." 

I  fliall  only  add,  imder  this  particular,  that  the  parable 
of  the  ten  pounds,  entrufted  by  their  Lord  to  the  ten  fer- 
vants, which  you  have  in  the  nineteenth  chapter  of  the 
Gofpel  by  Luke,  fufEciently  demonftrates,  that  the  rewards 
that  ftiall  be  conferred  on  the  fer\'ants  of  Chrift  at  lafl, 
will  not  only  differ  in  their  degrees  of  honor,  but  that  this 
honor  ftiall  bear  a  proportion  to  their  diligence  and  faith- 
fulnefs for  him  in  this  life.  They  each  one  received  one 
pound  a  piece,  as  you  may  perceive  by  reading  the  para- 
ble.  Of  thefe,  one,  by  his  diligence  and  faithfulnefs,  had 
gained  ten  pounds  and  he  is  made  ruler  over  ten  cities. 
— Another  by  his  diligence,  had  gained  five  pounds,  and 
he  is  made  ruler  over  five  cities. 

You  will  pleafe  to  obferve,  the  fums  entrufted  to  thefe 
fervants  were  the  fame  ;  but  the  improvement  is  repre- 
fented  as  different,  and  that  the  diflference  in  the  reward  is 
proportioned  to  tlie  difference  in  the  improvement. 

a  DaDiel  xii.  3. 
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The  lowefi  degree,  however,  of  this  reward  (hall  be  ve- 
ry  great  to  thofe  who  receive  it.  This  appears,  from  the 
images  ufed  in  Scripture,  to  illuftrate  its  nature.  It  is 
compared  to,  it  is  illullrated  by,  all  the  glories  of  royalty. 
Hence  we  read  of  "  a  crown  of  righteoufnefs,"^  and  of"  a 
crcnvn  ofglary^  that  fadeth  not  away,"^  that  fhall  be  con- 
ferred upon  all  the  fincere  difciples  of  Chrift.  Of  a  throne^ 
and  their  sitting  upon  that  throne ;  "  To  him  that  over- 
cometb,  will  I  grant  to  fit  with  me  on  my  throne,  even  as 
I  alfo  overcame,  and  am  fet  down  with  my  Father  in  his 
throne.'V  We  alfo  read  of  a  kingdom^  and  their  entering 
on  the  poflefiion  of  that  kingdom :  Come  ye  blcfled  of  my 
Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the 
foundation  of  the  world."rf  Agreeably  to  this,  the  good 
and  faithful  fervants  of  Chrift  are  faid  to  be  made  kings 
and  priests  unto  God.^  But  a  throne,  a  crown,  and  a  king- 
dom, are  the  fummit  of  earthly  grandeur,  the  utmoft  reach 
of  human  achievement.  And  yet  thefe,  all  thefe,  fall  in- 
finitely fliort  of  the  bleflednefs  and  honors  in  fure  referve 
for  thofe  whofe  charafler  I  have  defcribed :  for  it  is  writ- 
ten, "  Eye  hath  not  feen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither  have 
entered  into  the  heart  of  man,  the  things  which  God  hath 
prepared  for  them  that  love  him.'/ 

4. The  reward  in  our  text  includesthe  most  consummate 
happiness^  in  the  immediate  presence  and  fruition  of  a 
God  in  Christ.  This  is  imported  in  that  phrafe,  "  En- 
ter thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord."  Thefe  are  literally, 
'*  Joys  unfpeakable,  and  full  of  glory.'*  They  include  all 
that  happinefs  that  is  derived  to  the  fpirits  of  juft  men 
made  perfect,  from  the  cleareft  knowledge  of  a  God  in 
Chrift  ;  from  the  moft  perfcft  conformity  to  him,  and  the 
fuUeft  enjoyment  of  him.  By  the  clearest  knowledge  of 
a  God  in  Chrift,  I  do  not  mean  a  perfect  knowledge  of 
him ;  for  "  Who,  by  fearching,  can  find  out  God,  or  know 
the  Almighty  to  perfeftion  ?"^  But  I  mean  the  fulleft 
knowledge  of  him,  that  the  then  enlarged  and  daily  en- 
lairing  capacity  can  poflibly  receive  ;  and  which,  when 

a  2  T»m.  iv.  8.      b  I  Pet.  v.  4.       c  Uev.  iii.  21.     d  Mat.  ;^xv.  3/.. 
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compared  with  our  prefent  knowledge,  will  be  in  a  fenfe 
pcrfe6l.  The  clearnefs,  precifion,  extent,  and  fatisFac- 
tory  nature  of  this  knowledge,  are  expreffed,  in  Scripture, 
by  "  Teeing  no  more  darkly  through  a  glafs,  but  face  to 
face ;  and  knowing  even  as  alfo  we  are  known.'!^  And 
by  the  ftiong  expreffive  phrafe  of**  feeing  Goers  facc.'*^ 

This  knowledge  of  God,  efpecially  as  Ihining  in  the 
faceof  Chrill,  is  one  principal  fource  of  that  confummate 
liappincfs,  enjoyed  by  glorified  fpirits.  They  know  him 
as  tbeir  God  and  portion,  and  as  fuch  their  delightful  ex- 
l^erience  recognizes  and  realizes  him.  That  is  an  in- 
flruftive  and  emphatical  phrafe,  as  it  lies  in  the  original, 
Rev.  xxi.  3.  lall  claufe — which  literally  rendered,  runs 
thus,  "  And  God  himfelf  fliall  be  with  them,  their  God ;" 
that  is,  exhibiting  and  manifefling  himfelf  to  them,  as 
their  God,  in  all  the  ways  that  their  fouls,  now  arrived  at 
the  maturity  of  their  exiftence  both  in  a  natural  and 
moral  view,  can  poflibly  admit.  Every  power  of  tlie 
matured  mind  Ihall  be  an  avenue,  through  which  blcfled- 
nefs  fhall  flow  into  it,  from  God,  the  fountain  of  bleffed- 
nefs,  throughout  an  unwalling  immortality. 

I  may  not,  I  dare  not  undertake  to  defcribe  the  nature 
of  this  happinefs.  I  fliall  only  obferve  refpefting  it,  that 
our  text  ililes  it  "  the  joy  of  our  Lord" — **  Enter  thou 
into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord" — This,  no  doubt,  means  the  joy 
of  our  Lord  Chrift. 

It  is  the  joy  of  our  Lord,  because  it  has  been  purchased 
by  him.  This  reflefts  a  peculiar  glory  upon  it,  in  the 
eftimation  of  the  fpirits  of  jufl:  men  made  perfeft;  it  in- 
fufes  a  divine  and  exquifite  relifh  into  it — to  this  accords 
their  fong  to  him,  "  Thou  art  worthy  to  take  the  book,  and 
to  open  the  feals  thereof:  for  thou  waft  flain,  and  haft  re- 
deemed  us  to  God  by  thy  bloody  out  of  every  kindred,  and 
tongue,  and  i^ople,  and  nation.'V 

Again — It  is  the  joy  of  our  Lord,  because  Christy  our 
Lord^  has  tahcn  possession  of  it  in  the  name  of  his  people 
— Some  of  his  laft  words  to  his  difciples  were,  "  I  go  to 
])repare  a  place  for  you.'V     He  role  from  the  dead  and 

^  1  C»i.x,ij.  12.      b  Rev.  xzii.  6.      f  Rev.  v,  9.      d  John  xiv.  2. 
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afcended  to  gloiy,  not  in  the  charafter  of  a  private  perfon, 
but  as  the  covenant  head  and  reprefentative  of  his  people 
— ^This  is  the  charaftcr  in  which  •*  he  has  entered  into 
Heaven,  as  the  forerunrier  for  us."<a: 

It  is  alfo  the  joy  of  our  Lord,  becaufe  it  is  derived  from 
Qody  to  the  happy  subjects  thereof  through  Jesus  Christy 
as  the  bond  of  their  union  ivith  him^  and  the  medium  of 
their  intercourse  with  him — And  this  will  continue  to  be 
the  cafe  throughout  a  blelTed  immortality. 

And,  laftly,  it  is  the  joy  of  our  Lord,  becaufe  it  is  a  joy 
of  the  same  kind  with  that  which  the  glorifed  human  na- 
ture of  our  Lord  himself  shares ;  fo  far  as  they  (hall  be 
capable  of  it — What  lefs  than  this  can  be  the  import  of 
that  ftrong  phrafe,  "  Heirs  of  God,  and  joint  heirs  with 
Chrift."^  Nor  is  this  all,  they  fliall  enjoy  it  in  the  fame 
manfions  of  bleffednefs,  which  he  hi mfclf  inhabits.  This 
is  his  promife  to  them,  "  I  will  come  again,  and  receive 
you  unto  myfelf,  that  where  I  am,  there  ye  may  be  alfo.'V 
And  his  availing  prayer  for  them  is,  "  Father,  I  will,  that 
they  alfo  whom  thou  haft  given  me,  be  with  me  where  I 
amj  that  they  may  behold  my  glory  which  thou  haft  given 
me.V  Agreeably  to  which,  we  read,  "  They  fhall  ever 
be  with  the  Lord.'V 
'  And  now  from  all  this,  you  will  not  hefitate  to  conclude, 
that  this  joy  muft  be  a  compleat  and  an  everlafting  joy. 
And,  what  can  it  be  more  ? 

My  brethren,  you  will  eafily  perceive  this  fubjedl 
teaches  us  the  nature  of  the  religion  of  Jefus  Chrift.  It 
forms  its  happy  fubjefls  to  a  proper  temper  and  a  proper 
conduft  towards  God  and  their  neighbors.  It  makes 
them  good  and  faithful  fervants  to  their  Mafter,  who  is  in 
Heaven.  It  teaches  them  their  duty,  and  inclines  and 
enables  them  to  comply  with  it.  Its  doftrines  and  pre- 
cepts, its  promifes  and  threatenings,  are  powerful  princi- 
ples of  aClion.  Thus  it  is  that  divine  truth  fandtifies  the 
human  heart,  agreeably  to  our  Lord's  prayer,  "  Sanftify 
them  through  the  truth ;  thy  word  is  truth.']/ 

a  Hcb,  vi,  20.     3  Rom.  viii.  17.     c  John  xiv.  3.     d  John  xvii.  24. 
c  I  Thcff.  iv.  17.        /  John  xvii.  17. 
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You  will  farther  obferve,  this  religion  not  only  teaches 
us  our  duty,  and  forms  us  to  it,  but  rewards  us,  in  the 
moft  glorious  manner,  for  this  our  very  duty — ^Rewards 
us  with  an  immortality  of  blefledneis,  in  the  full  enjoy- 
ment  of  the  Father  of  our  Spirits,  How  grand,  intereft* 
ing,  and  dignified  the  fcenes  it  opens  beyond  the  grave  ! 

Do  any  of  thofe  fyftems  of  morality,  which  the  Tons  of 
infidelity  wifli  to  eftablifh,  independent  of  the  facred  Scrip 
tures,  fumilh  fuch  motives  to  virtue  ?  Motives  fo  rational, 
and  fo  calculated  to  influence  ?  It  is  revelation  alone  that 
pufhes  its  incentives  beyond  the  grave  ;  that  pufhes  theiQ 
home  to  the  inmoft  feelings  of  the  human  heart ;  that 
embraces  every  fpring  of  adlion,  even  the  mofl  fecret ; 
and  touches  tliem  in  the  moft  tender,  juft,  and  energetic 
manner. 

Again — This  fubjeft  fuggefts  matter  of  great  encou- 
ragement to  the  people  of  God,  and  efpecially  to  the  mi- 
niilers  of  ChriO,  to  be  faithful  and  diligent  in  the  work 
afTigned  them  in  life.  Our  Lord  marks,  with  an  omni- 
fcient  eye,  all  our  conduft  towards  him  ;  and  while  he 
reprehends  our  floth  and  unfaithfulnefs,  he  encourages 
and  rewards  our  meanell  fcrvices  for  him.  "  A  cup  of 
cold  water  given  to  a  difciple,  in  the  name  of  a  difciple," 
he  affures  us,  "  fhall  in  no  wife  lofe  its  reward.'^a  Let 
us,  then,  (hake  off  our  floth :  let  us  up  and  be  doing : 
Our  work  is  great;  our  time  is  fhort,  and  our  reward 
glorious ;  Nor  is  there  a  lingle  Chriftian,  however  private 
his  llation  or  obfcure  his  charafter,  but  what  may,  fome 
how  or  other,  ferve  the  interefts  of  his  Lord  in  the  world. 
This  he  may  do  by  a  confcientious  difcharge  of  the  duties 
of  the  devout,  but  efpecially  of  the  duties  of  the  focial  life. 
This  will  exhibit  religion  in  a  jufl  point  of  light  to  the 
furrounding  world,  and  glorify  our  Father  who  is  in 
Heaven. 

They  may  alfo  be  ufeful  in  and  by  the  duty  of  prayer ; 
fecret  and  family  prayer.  Our  God  is  a  God  who  hears 
prayer  ;  and  he,  no  doubt,  fheds  many  a  bleffing  on  his 
minifters,  on  his  church,  on  the  commonwealth,  and  on 

a  Matth.  x.  40. 
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th«  world,  in  anfwrer  to  the  prayers  of  his  humble,  though 
obfcure  friends.  "  Therefore,  my  beloved  brethren,  fee- 
ing  God  is  not  unrighteous  to  forget  your  work  and  labor 
of  love" — "  Let  us  be  ftedfaft,  unmoveable,  always 
abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  forafmuch  as  we  knoW^ 
our  labor  is  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord." 

But  it  is  time  I  Ihould  haften  to  obferve,  that  this  fubjcft 
ftrongly  applies  to  the  occafion  of  my  addreflSng  you  this 
day — The  death  of  that  venerable  man  of  God,  who 
prefided,  with  fo  much  dignity,  over  this  inftitution  for 
twenty.fix  years. 

This  great  man  was  defcended  from  a  refpeftable  pa- 
rentage ;  which  had  long  pofleffed  a  confiderable  landed 
property  in  the  eaft  of  Scotland.  His  father  was  minif- 
ter  of  die  parifh  of  Yefter,  a  few  miles  from  Edinburgh, 
where  he  was  bom  on  the  fifth  day  of  February,  1722.0 
This  worthy  man  was  eminent  for  his  piety,  his  literature 
and  for  a  habit  of  extreme  accuracy  in  all  his  writings  and 
difcourfes.  This  example  contributed  not  a  little  to  form 
in  his  fon  that  tafte  and  that  love  of  accuracy,  united 
with  a  noble  fimplicity,  for  which  he  was  fo  diftinguiftied 
through  his  whole  life.  He  was  fent,  very  young,  to 
the  public  fchool  at  Haddington  :  His  father  fpared  nei- 
ther expence  nor  pains  in  his  education.     There  he  foon 

a  Dr.  Withcrfpoon  was  lineally  defcended  from  that  eminent  man 
of  God,  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Knox,  \Yhom  Dr.  Robertfon  ftilcs,  "  The 
prime  inftrumeut  of  fpreading  and  eQablinrmg  the  reformed  religion 
io  Scotland."  The  genius,  learning,  piety>  zeal,  and  intrepidity  of 
this  gieat  man,  rendered  him  (ingularly  qualified  for  the  didinguiihed 
part  be  bore  in  that  interefting  event.  It  is  recorded  of  Mary, 
Qoecn  of  Scots,  thai  (he  faid,  «<  She  was  more  afraid  of  John  Knox's 
prayers,  than  of  an  army  of  ten  thoufand  men,"  Worn  out  by  in* 
cefTaot  labors,  be  died  on  the  27th  day  of  November,  1572,  in  the 
67th  )rear  of  his  age.  The  Earl  of  Morton,  then  Regent  of  Scotland, 
who  attended  his  funtral,  pronounced  his  eulogium  in  a  few  words ; 
the  more  honorable  for  Mr.  Knox,  fays  the  above  hillorian,  as  they 
came  from  one  whom  he  had  often  cenfured,  with  peculiar  feverity, 
**  Here  lies  HE  who  never  feared  the  face  of  man."  Mr,  Knox's 
daughter  Elizabeth  married  the  famous  Mr,  John  Wclfli,  who  (Irong- 
\y  refembled  his  father-in-law  in  genius,  charadler,  and  ufcfulnefs  in 
the  church :  And  in  this  line  Dr.  Witherfpoon  defcended  from  this 
lionorkbic  auceftry. 
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acquired  reputation  for  his  affiduity  in  his  ftudies,  and 
for  a  native  foundnefs  of  judgment,  and  clearnefs  and 
quicknefs  of  conception  among  his  fchool-feJlows ;  many 
of  whom  have  fince  filled  the  higheft  Rations  in  the  lite- 
rary and  political  world. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  was  removed  to  the  univer- 
fity  of  Edinburgh.  Here  he  continued,  attending  the 
difterent  profeffors,  with  a  high  degree  of  credit,  in  all  the 
branches  of  learning,  until  the  age  of  twenty-one,  when 
he  was  licenfed  to  preach  the  gofpel.  In  the  theological 
hall,  particularly,  he  was  remarked  for  a  mod  judicious 
tafte  in  facred  criticifm,  and  for  a  prccifion  of  idea  and 
perfpicuity  of  exprefllon  rarely  attained  at  that  early  pe- 
riod. 

Immediately  on  his  leaving  the  univerfity,  he  was  invi- 
ted to  be  affiftant  minifter  with  his  father,  with  the  right  of 
fucceffion  to  the  charge.  But  he  chofe  rather  to  accept 
an  invitation  from  the  parilh  of  Beith,  in  the  weft  of  Scot- 
land. Here  he  was  ordained  to  the  work  of  the  gofpel 
miniftry,  and  fettled  with  the  univerfal  acquiefcence,  and 
even  with  the  fervent  attachment  of  tlie  people :  A  cir- 
cunr.ftance  which,  under  the  patronage  that  unhappily  ex- 
ifts  in  that  church,  is  but  too  rarely  the  cafe  in  the  fettle- 
ment  of  their  clergy.  His  charafter  as  a  preacher,  which 
rendered  him  fo  acceptable  and  popular,  will  come  more 
naturally  before  us  in  another  place.  Let  it  fuffice  to  re- 
mark here,  that  always  intercfting  and  inftruftive  in  the 
pulpit,  he  was  ailiduous  in  the  difcharge  of  every  paro- 
chial duty  when  out  of  it.  And  his  preaching  generally 
turned  on  thofe  great,  diftinguifliing  and  pradtical  truths 
of  the  gofpel,  which,  in  every  Chriliian  country,  moil  af- 
feft  and  attach  iht  hearts  of  the  great  body  of  the  people. 

From  Beith  he  was,  after  a  few  years,  tranflated  to  the 
large  and  flourifhing  town  of  Paifly,  fo  celebrated  for  its 
various  and  fine  manufafturcs. — Here  he  refided  in  the 
height  of  reputation  and  ufefulnefs ;  and  riveted  in  the 
afledlions  of  his  people  and  his  fellow-citizens,  when  he 
was  called  to  the  prefidency  of  this  college. 

During  his  refidence  at  Paifly,  he  was  invited  to  Dub- 
lin, in  Ireland,  to  afiume  the  charge  of  a  numerous  and 
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refpedable  congregation  in  that  city.  He  was  ?ilfo  called 
to  kotterdam,  in  the  Republic  of  the  United  Provinces — • 
and  to  the  town  of  Diindee,  in  his  own  country.  But  he 
could  not  be  induced  to  quit  a  fphere  of  fuch  rcfpeftabili- 
ty,  comfort,  and  ufefulnefs.  He  rejeded  alfo,  in  the  firft 
indance,  the  invitation  of  the  trudees  of  this  college.  He 
thouglit  it  alinofl  inipofliWe  for  him  to  break  connexions 
^  home,  that  had  been  fo  long  endeared  to  him — to  vio- 
late all  the  attachments  and  habits  of  the  female  part  of 
his  family — to  leave  the  fcene  of  his  happinefs,  and  honor 
— and  in  his  middle  career,  to  bury  himfelf,  as  he  appre* 
hended>  in  a  new  and  dillant  country. 

But  warmly  urged  by  all  thofe  friends  whofe  judgment 
he  mod  refpeded,  and  whofe  iricndftiip  he  mod  edeemed 
— and  hoping  that  he  might  repay  his  facriiices,  by  grea- 
ter  urefulnef$  to  the  caul^  of  the  Redeemer,  and  to  the  in* 
tereds  of  learning,  in  this  new  wprld — and  knowing  that 
thi3  inditution  had  been  confecrated,  from  its  foundation  j 
to  thofe  great  objefits  to  which  he  had  devoted  his  life,  he 
finally  confented,  on  a  fecond  application,  to  wave  every 
other  conCderatign,  to  crofs  the  ocean,  and  to  take  among 
us  that  important  charge  to  which  he  had  been  called, 
with  the  concurrent  wiflies,  and  the  highed  expeftations 
of  all  the  friends  of  the  coUege.a  Their  expeftations  have 
not  been  difappoihted.  Its  reputation  and  fuccefs,  under 
his  adminidration,  have  been  equal  to  our  mod  fanguine 
hopes. 

Almod  the  fird  benefit  which  it  received,  befides  the 
eclat  and  the  acceffions  of  dudents  procured  to  it  by  the 
fame  of  his  literary  character,  was  the  augmentation  of  its 

a  I)r.  Wiihcrfpoon  arrived  with  his  family  at  Princeton  in  the 
month  of  Au^ufl,  1768.  He  whs  the  iixth  Prcfident  of  the  College, 
finceits  foundation  in  the  year  1746.  His  predeceffors  were,  the  Rev. 
MeiTrs.  Jonathan  Dickeiir<>ii,  Aaron  Burr,  Jonathan  Edwards,  Samuel 
Da  vies,  and  Dr.  Samuel  Finley — Men  dsi'wvcdlr  celebrated  for  gcni- 
Hi,  learning,  and  piety.  Mr.  Dickenfon  and  Mr.  Edwards  were  ad- 
vanced in  life  when  cholcn  to  the  preQdency. 

Not  long  before  Dt,  Witherfpoon  left  Scotland,  and  while  iu  fuf- 
pencc  rcfpcding,  his  duty,  a  gentleman,  poffeffed  of  a  confiderable  pri)- 
pertyviyi  old  bachelor,  and  a  relation  of  the  family,  promifed  to  make 
him  linlkir,  if  he  would  not  go  tp  Amedca. 

Vox.  I.   ,  D 
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funds.  The  college  has  never  cnjojred  any  refourceS 
from  the  flate.^  It  was  founded,  and  has  been  fupported 
wholly  by  private  liberality  and  zeal.  And  its  finances, 
from  a  variety  of  caufes,  were  in  a  low  and  declining  con- 
dition, at  the  period  when  Dr.  Witherfpoon  arrived  in 
America.  But  his  reputation  excited  an  uncommon  li- 
berality  in  the  public ;  and  his  perfonal  exertions,  extend- 
ed from  MafTachufetts  to  Virginia,  foon  raifed  its  funds 
to  a  flourifhing  flate.  The  war  of  the  revolution,  indeed, 
afterwards,  proflratcd  every  thing,  and  almofl  annihilated 
its  refources ;  yet  we  cannot  but  with  gratitude  recolle£k, 
how  much  the  inflitution  owed,  at  that  time,  to  his  enter- 
prize  and  his  talents. 

But  the  principal  advantages  it  derived,  were  from  his 
literature ;  his  fuperintendency ;  his  example  as  a  happy 
^  model  of  good  writing ;  and  from  the  tone  and  tafle  which 
f  be  gave  to  the  literary  purfuits  of  the  college. 
'y  In  giving  the  outlines  of  the  character  of  this  great  man, 
for  I  attempt  no  more,  1  fhall  begin  with  obferving,  that 
perfiaps  his  principal  merit  appeared  in  the  pulpit.  He 
was,  in  many  refpefts,  one  of  the  befl  models  on  which  a 
young  preacher  could  form  himfelf.  It  was  a  Angular  fe- 
licity to  the  whole  college,  but  efpecially  to  thofe  who  had 
the  profeffion  of  the  miniftry  in  view,  to  have  fuch  an  ex- 
ample conftantly  before  them.  Religion,  by  the  manner 
in  which  it  was  treated  by  him,  always  commanded  the 
refpeft  of  thofe  who  heard  him,  even  when  it  was  not  able 
to  engage  their  hearts.  An  admirable  textuary,  a  pro- 
found theologian,  perfpicuous  and  fimple  in  his  manner ; 
an  univerfal  fcholar,  acquainted  deeply  with  human  na- 
ture ;  a  grave,  dignified,  and  folemn  fpeaker,  he  brought 
all  the  advantages  derived  from  thefe  fources  to  the  illuf- 
tration  and  enforcement  of  divine  truth.  Though  not  a 
fervent  and  animated  orator,^  he  was  always  a  folemn,  af- 

a  Since  this  femioji  was  delivered,  the  college  has  been  favored  with 
a  baodfome  donation  from  the  L^giflature  of  New  Jerfey. 

b  A  peculiar  affedion  of  his  nerves,  which  always  overcame  him 
when  he  allowed  himfelf  to  feel  very  fervently  on  any  fubje£l»  obliged 
him^  from  his  earlicft  entrance  on  public  lifici  to  iinpofe  a  (Iri^  reftnunt 
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fedlng,  and  inftrudive  preacher.  It  was  impoflible  to 
bear  him  without  attention,  or  to  attend  to  him  without 
improvement.  He  had  a  happy  talent  at  unfolding  the 
flrift  and  proper  meaning  of  the  facred  writer,  in  any  text 
from  which  he  chofe  to  difcourfe :  at  concentrating  and 
giving  perfeft  unity  to  every  fubjefl;  which  he  treated ; 
and  prefenting  to  the  hearer  the  moft  clear  and  compre- 
henfive  views  of  it.  His  ferrtions  were  diftinguifhed  for 
their  judicious  and  perfpicuous  divifions — for  mingling 
profound  remarks  on  human  life,  along  with  the  illuArati- 
on  of  divine  truth-7-and  for  the  lucid  order  that  reigned 
through  the  whole.  In  his  difcourfes,  he  loved  to  dwell 
chiefly  on  the  great  doftrines  of  divine  grace,  and  on  the 
diftinguifliing  truths  of  the  gofpel.  Thefe  he  brought,  as 
&r  as  pebble,  to  the  level  of  every  underftanding,  and 
the  feeling  of  every  heart.  He  feldom  chofe  to  lead  his 
hearers  into  fpeculative  difcuffions,  and  never  to  entertaip 
diem  by  a  mere  difplay  of  talents.  All  oftentation  in  tho»\ 
pulpit,  he  viewed  with  the  utmoft  averfion  and  contempt.  ^ 
During  the  whole  of  hisprefidency,  he  was  extremely  foli* 
citous  to  tr^n  thofeftudious^youthsi  who  had  the  miniiliy 
of  the  gofpel  in  view,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  fecure  the 
greateft  refpeflability,  as  well  as  ufefulnefs,  in  that  holy 
profeiEon.  It  was  bis  conflant  advice  to  young  preachers, 
never  to  enter  the  pulpit  without  the  moll  careful  prepara- 
tion. It  was  his  ambition  and  his  hope,  to  render  the  fa- 
cred miniilry  the  moft  learned,  as  well  as  the  moft  pious 
and  exemplary  body  of  men  in  the  Republic. 

As  a  writer,  his  ftile  is  fimple  and  comprehenfive — his 
remarks  judicious,  and  often  refined — his  information,  on 

and  guard  upon  bis  renfibiltty.  He  was,  therefore,  under  the  necefC- 
ty  of  fubdituting  gravity  and  fcrioufnefs  of  manner,  in  public  fpeaking, 
in  ihc  room  of  that  fire  and  warmth,  of  which  he  was  well  capable,  by 
nature  ;  and  which  he  fo  much  admired  in  others,  when  managed  with 
prudence. 

He  never  read  his  fermons,  nor  ufed  fo  much  as  (hort  notes,  in  the 
pulpit.  His  practice  was,  to  write  his  fermons  at  full  length,  and  com- 
mit them  to  memory ;  but  not  confine  himfelf  to  the  precife  words  he 
liad  penned.  He  often  took  great  liberties,  in  the  delivery  of  his  dif- 
cour&i,to  alter,  add  to,  or  abridge  what  he  had  written ;  but  this  ne« 
Ter  iufrbged  upon  the  (Iridleft  accuracy. 
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every  fabjeft  which  he  treats,  accurate  and  extcnfive — his 
matter  alvvays  weighty  and  important — clofely  conden- 
fed,  and  yet  well  arranged  and  clear.  Simplicity,  per- 
fpicuity,  precifion,  comprehenfion  of  thought,  and  know- 
ledge of  the  world,  and  of  the  human  h«art,  reign  in  every 
pan  of  his  writings.  Three  volumes  of  effays,  and  two 
of  fcrmons,  befides  feveral  detached  difcourfes,  already 
pobliflied — and  treating  chiefly  on  the  moft  important 
and  praftical  fubjefts  in  religion — have  defervedly  ex- 
tended his  reputation,  tiot  only  through  Britain,  Ireland 
and  America,  but  through  moft  t)f  the  proteftant,  coun- 
tries of  Europe.  His  remarks  on  the  nature  and  effe£ls 
of  the  ftage,  enter  deeply  into  the  human  heart.  We  find 
there  many  refined  obfervations,  after  the  example  of  the 
Meffieiirs  de  Port-Royal  in  France,  tiot  obvious  to  ordi- 
nary minds,  but  perfeftly  foimded  in  the  hiftory  of  man, 
>  and  the  ilate  of  fociety.  The  pernitious  influence  of  that 
^•amufeihenton  the  public  tafte  and  tnorals,  was,  perhaps, 
tiever  more  clearly  elucidated.  On  the  following  inter- 
cfting  fubjefts,  the  hatiire  and  necessity  of  generation — 
ymtification  by  free  grace  ^  through  Jesus  Christ ;  and  the 
Jmportance  of  truth  in  religion^  or,  the  connection  that 
subsists  between  sound  principles  and  a  holy  practice^  there 
is,  perhaps,  nothing  fuperiot  in  the  Englifh  language. 
But  Dr.  Witherfpoon's  talents  were  various.  He  was 
not  only  a  fcrious  writer,  but  he  pofTefled  a  fund  of  re- 
fined humor,  and  delicate  fatire.  A  happy  fpecimen  of 
this  is  feen  in  his  Ecclesiastical  Characteristics.  The 
edge  of  his  wit,  in  that  performance,  was  dircfted  againft 
cenain  corruptions  in  principle  and  praftice  prevalent  in 
the  Church  of  Scotland.  And  no  attack  that  was  ever 
made  updn  them,  gave  them  fo  ckep  a  wound,  or  was  fo 
leverely  felt.  Dr.  Warburton,  the  celebrated  Biihop  of 
Gloucefter,  mentions  the  Charafteriftics  with  particular 
approbation,  and  exprefles  his  wi(h,  that  the  Englifli 
church,  as  flie  needed  one  too,  had  likewife  fuch  a  cor- 
rector. 

This  may  be  the  proper  place  to  mention  his  general 
cbarafter,  as  a  member  of  the  councils  and  courts  of  the 
church,  and  the  part  particularly  that  he  took  in  the  eccle- 
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fiaflical  politics  of  his  native  country.  The  church  of 
Scotland  was  divided  into  two  parties,  with  rcfpeft  to  their 
ideas  of  ecclefiaftical  difcipline.  The  one  was  willing  to 
confirm,  and  even  extend  the  rights  of  patronage — the 
other  wilhcd,  if  poflible,  to  abrogate,  or  at  leaft  limit  them, 
and  to  extend  the  rights  and  influence  of  the  people,  in 
die  fettlement  and  removal  of  minifters.  The  latter  were 
zealous  for  the  dodlrines  of  grace  and  the  articles  of  reli- 
gion,  in  all  their  ftriftnefs,  as  contained  in  their  national 
confeffion  of  faith.  The  former  were  willing  to  allow  a 
greater  latitude  of  opinion  ;  and  they  preached  in  a  ftile 
that  fcemed  to  the  people  lefs  evangelical,  and  lefs  affec- 
ting to  the  heart  and  confcience,  than  that  of  their  oppo- 
nents. In  their  concern,  likewife,  to  exempt  the  clergy 
of  their  party  from  the  unreafonable  effcfts  of  popular  ca- 
price, they  too  frequently  protefted  them  againfl  the  juft 
complaints  of  the  peopfe.  Thefe  were  ftiled  moderate 
meUy  while  their  antagonifts  were  diftinguiftied  by  the 
name  of  the  orthodox.  Dr.  Witherfpoon,  in  his  church 
politics,  early  and  warmly  embraced  the  fide  of  the  ortho- 
(tex.  This  he  did  from  conviftion  and  a  fenfe  of  duty ; 
and,  by  degrees,  acquired  fuch  an  influence  in  their  coun- 
cils, that  he  was  confidered  at  length  as  their  head  and 
leader.  Before  he  had  acquired  this  influence,  their  coun- 
cils  were  managed  without  union  and  addrefs,  while  the 
meafures  xA  the  moderate  party  had,  for  a  long  time,  been 
condu£bed  by  fome  of  the  greateft  literary  charafters  in  tlie 
nation.  It  had  happened  among  the  orthodox,  as  it  of- 
ten does  among  fcrupulous  and  confcientious  jncn,  who 
are  not  verfed  in  the  affairs  of  the  world,  that  each  pur- 
foed  inflexibly  his  own  opinion,  as  the  diftate  of  an  ho- 
neft  confcience.  He  could  not  be  induced  to  make  any 
modification  of  it,  in  ord^r  to  accommodate  it  to  the  views 
of  others.  He  thought  that  nil  addrefs  and  policy,  was 
ufing  too  much  management  with  confcience.  Hence  re- 
sulted difunion  of  meafures,  and  confequent  defeat — But 
Dr.  Witherfpoon's  enlarged  mind  did  not  refufe  to  com- 
bine the  V)isdom  of  the  serpent  with  the  harmlessness  of 
the  dove.  He  had,  probably,  the  principal  merit  of.  ere- 
ating  among  them  union  and  harmony  of  delign ;  of  con- 
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centrating  their  views,  and  giving  f5rftem  to  their  opent- 
taons.  One  day  after  carying  fome  important  queftions 
in  the  general  aflembly,  againft  the  celebrated  Dr.  Robert- 
Ton,  who  was  at  that  time  conPidered  as  the  leader  of  the 
oppofite  party,  the  latter  faid  to  him,  in  a  pleafant  and 
eafy  manner,  "  I  think  you  have  your  men  better  difci* 
plined  than  formerly.*'  "  Yes,  replied  Dr.  Witherfpoon, 
by  urging  your  politics  too  far,  you  have  compelled  us  to 
beat  you  with  your  own  weapons.*' 

We  have  feen  him  in  our  own  church  judicatories  in 
America,  always  upright  in  his  views — remarkable  for 
bis  pun£tuality  in  attending  upon  them — and  able  to  feize 
at  once  the  right  point  of  view  on  every  queftion — aUe 
to  difentangle  the  moft  embarraffed  fubjefts— clear  and 
conclufive  in  his  reafonings — and  from  habit  in  bufmefs, 
as  well  as  from  a  peculiar  foundnefs  of  judgment,  always 
conducing  every  difcuffion  to  the  moft  fpeedy  and  deci- 
fiyc  termination.  The  church  has  certainly  loft  in  him, 
one  of  her  greateft  lights ;  and,  if  I  may  ufe  the  term  in 
eccleliaftical  affairs,  one  of  her  greateft  politicians. 

Before  entering  on  his  talents  as  a  prefident,  fuffer  me, 
in  a  fentence  or  two,  to  call  to  your  mind  his  focial  quali- 
ties. When  not  engaged  in  the  great  and  ferious  bufineff- 
es  of  life,  he  was  one  of  the  moft  companionable  of  men. 
Furniflied  with  a  rich  fund  of  anecdote,  both  amufmg  and 
inftrudive,  his  moments  of  relaxation  were  as  entertain- 
ing,  as  his  ferious  ones  were  fraught  with  improvement. 
One  quality  remarkable,  and  highly  deferving  imitation 
in  him  was,  bis  attention  to  young  persons.  He  never  fuf- 
fered  an  opportunity  to  efcape  him  of  imparting  the  moft 
ufeful  advice  to  them,  according  to  their  circumftances, 
when  they  happened 'to  be  in  his  company.  And  this 
was  always  done  in  fo  agreeable  a  way,  that  they  could 
neither  be  inattentive  to  it,  nor  was  it  poflible  to  forget  it. 

On  his  domeftic  virtues  I  fliall  only  fay,  he  was  an  af- 
feftionate  huft)and,  a  tender  parent,  and  a  kind  mafter  ; 
to  which  I  may  add,  he  was  a  fincere  and  a  warm  friend. 
— But,  I  haften  to  confider  him  as  a  fcholar,  and  a  direc- 
tor of  the  fyftem  of  education  in  the  college. 

An  univerfal  fcholar  himfelf,  he  endeavored  to  eftablifli 
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the  fyftem  of  education  in  this  innitution»  upon  the  moft 
extenfive  and  refpeflable  bafis,  that  its  fituation  and  its 
finances  would  admit.  Formerly,  the  courfe  of  inftruftion 
bad  been  too  fuperficial :  and  its  metaphyfics  and  phi- 
lofophy  were  too  much  tinftured  with  the  dry  and  unin- 
ftru£tive  forms  of  the  fchools.  This,  however,  was  by 
no  means  to  be  imputed  as  a  defedt,  to  thofe  great  and 
excellent  men,  who  had  prefided  over  the  inftitution  be- 
fore  him ;  but  rather  to  the  recent  origin  of  the  country — 
the  imperfection  of  its  Hate  of  fociety — and  to  the  ftate  of 
literature  in  it.  Since  his  prefidency,  mathematical  fci- 
cnce  has  received  an  extenfion,  that  was  not  known  be- 
fore in  the  American  feminaries.  He  introduced  into 
philofophy,  all  the  moft  liberal  and  modern  improve- 
ments  of  Europe.  He  extended  the  philofophical  courfe 
to  embrace  the  general  principles  of  policy  and  public 
law :  he  incorporated  with  it  found  and  rational  meta- 
jAyfics— equally  remote  from  the  dodtrines  of  fatality 
and  contingency — from  the  barrennefs  and  dogmatifm  of 
the  fchools — and  from  the  exceffive  refinements  of  thofe 
contradiftory,  but  equally  impious  fefts  of  fcepticifm, 
who  wholly  deny  the  cxiftence  of  matter,  or  maintain 
that  nothing  but  matter  exifts  in  the  univerfe. 

He  laid  the  foundation  of  a  courfe  of  hiftory  in  the  col- 
lege— ^and  the  principles  of  tafte,  and  the  rules  of  good 
writing,  were  both  happily  explained  by  him,  and  exem- 
plified  in  his  manner.  The  stile  of  learning,  if  you  will 
allow  me  the  phrafe,  has  been  changed  by  him.  Literary 
inquiries  and  improvements  have  become  more  liberal, 
more  extenfive,  and  more  profound.  An  admirable  fa- 
culty  for  governing,  and  exciting  the  emulation  of  the 
young  gentlemen  under  his  care,  contributed  to  give  fuc- 
cefe  to  all  his  defigns,  for  perfefting  the  courfe  of  inftruc- 
tion.  The  numbers  of  men  of  diftinguifhed  talents,  in 
the  different  liberal  profeffions,  in  this  country,  who  have 
received  the  elements  of  their  education  under  him, 
teftify  his  fervices  to  the  college.  Under  his  aufpices 
have  been  formed  a  large  proportion  of  the  clergy  of 
our  church;    and  to  his  inftruflions^  America  owes 
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many  of  her  mod  diftinguifhed  patriots  and  legifla* 
tors,  a 

Thus  he  proceeded,  guiding  with  uncommon  reputa- 
tion and  fuccefs  the  courfe  of  education  in  this  inflitution^ 
until  the  war  of  the  American  revolution  fufpended  his 
functions  and  difperfed  the  college. 

Here  he  entered  upon  a  new  fcene,  and  appeared  it)  a 
new  chara£ter ;  widely  differing  from  any  in  which  he 
had  been  heretofore  prefented  to  the  public.  Yet,  here 
alfo,  he  fhone  with  equal  lu (Ire ;  and  his  talents  as  a  le- 
giflator  and  fenator  ftiewed  the  extent  and  the  variety  of 
the  powers  of  his  mind.  There  are  few  foreigners  who 
can,  widi  fuch  &cility  as  he  did,  lay  afide  their  prejudices, 
and  enter  into  the  ideas  and  liabits  of  a  new  country,  and 
a  new  (late  of  fociety.  He  became  almoft  at  once  an 
American,  on  his  landing  among  us,  and  in  the  unjuft 
war  which  Great-Britain  waged  againft  us,  he  immedi- 
ately adopted  the  views,  and  participated  in  the  councils 
of  the  Americans.  His  diftuiguiihed  abilities  foon  points 
ed  him  out  to  the  citizens  of  New-Jerfey,  as  one  of  the 
moft  proj^r  delegates  to  ihat  convention  which  formed 
their  republican  conflitution.  In  tliis  refpectable  aflem- 
bly  he  appeared,  to  the  aftonifhment  of  all  the  profeffors 
of  the  law,  as  profound  a  civiliafiy  as  he  had  before  been 
known  to  be  a  philosopher  and  divine. 

From  the  revolutionary  committees  and  conventions  of 
the  llate,  he  was  fent,  early  in  the  year  1776,  as  a  reprc- 
ientative  of  the  people  of  New-Jerfey  to  the  congrefs  of 
United  America ;  he  was  feven  years  a  member  of  that 
illuftrious  body,  which,  under  Providence,  in  the  face  of 
innumerable  difficulties  and  dangers,  led  us  on  to  the  ef- 
labliflimeni  of  our  independence.  Always  firm  in  the 
mod  gloomy  and  formidable  afpe£ts  of  public  affairs,  and 
always  difcovering  the  greateft  reach  and  prefence  of 
mind,  in  the  moft  embarraillng  fituations. 

/  a  More  than  thirty  members  of  the  CongrcCs  of  United  Amrrlca, 
fince  the  formation  of  that  illuftrious  htniy,  have  been  fons  of  the  col- 
lege of  New-Jerfey  ;  and  among  thefe,  fome  of  tbf ir  firft  chara£\ers 
for  repuution  and  ulcfulaefs.  Her  fons  have  alfo  filled,  and  now  fill, 
feme  of  the  highcft  ofHces  in  difirrfnt  llat«s  of  the  union* 
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It  is  impoIEble  here  to  enter  into  all  his  political  ideas. 
It  is  but  juitice  however  to  obferve,  that  on  almoft  all  fub* 
je£ts  on  which  he  diiFered  from  the  majority  of  his  brethren 
in  congrefs,  his  principles  have  been  juftified  by  the  re- 
fult.  I  Ihall  feledt  only  one  or  two  examples.  He  con- 
ftantly  oppofedthe  expenlive  mode  of  fupplying  the  army 
hy  commission^  which  was  originally  adopted ;  and  com- 
Imted  it,  until  after  along  experience  of  its  ill  effefts,  he, 
in  conjunftion  with  a  few  firm  and  judicious  alTociates, 
prevailed  to  have  it  done  by  contradt.a 

He  oppofed,  at  every  emiflion  after  the  firft  or  fecond, 
and  even  hazarded  his  popularity  for  a  time  by  the  ftrenu- 
oufnefs  of  his  oppofition,  that  paper  currency  which  gave 
fuch  a  wound  to  public  credit,  and  which  would  have  de- 
feated the  revolution,  if  any  thing  could.^ 

In  the  information  of  the  original  confederation,  he 
complained  of  the  jealoufy  and  ambition  of  the  individual 
ftates,  which  were  not  willing  to  entruft  the  general  govern- 
ment, with  adequate  powers  for  the  common  intereft.  He 
then  pronounced  inefficacy  upon  it.  But  he  complained 
and  remonftrated  in  vain.r 

a  Gongrefs  at  firft  fupplicd  the  army  by  allowing  a  certain  commif- 
fioo  per  cent,  on  the  monies  that  the  coin miili oners  expended.  This 
invited  expcnce.  At  length  they  were  induced  to  agree  to  the  mode 
by  contract ;  or  allowing  to  the  purchafer,  a  ceruiu  fucj  per  ration. 

S  loftead  of  emiilions  of  an  unfunded  paper,  beyond  a  certain  quan- 
tum. Dr.  Witherlpoon  urged  the  propriety  of  making  loans,  and  efta- 
blilhing  funds  for  the  payment  of  the  intereft  ;  which  in  the  temper  of 
the  public  mind,  he  thought  could  then  have  been  eafily  effcded*  Ame- 
rica has  fincc  regretted  that  ftie  had  not  purlued  that  policy.  The 
doctor  afterwards,  at  the  inftance  of  fome  of  the  very  gentlemen  who 
oppofed  him  in  congrefs,  publifhed  his  ideas  on  the  nature,  value  and 
oCes  of  money,  in  one  of  the  moft  clear  and  judicious  elTays  that|  per* 
baps,  was  ever  written  on  the  I'ubjedl. 

c  He  particularly  remonftrated  againft  the  lardy,  inefficient  and 
£uthlefs  manner  of  providing  for  the  public  exigencies  and  debts  by 
lequifition  ou  the  feveral  ftates.  He  infifted  on  the  propriety  and  ne- 
eeSity,  of  the  government  of  the  union  holding  in  its  own  hands  the 
entire  regnlatioD  of  commerce,  and  the  revenues  that  might  be  derived 
from  that  fburce.  Thefe  he  contended  would  be  adequate  to  all  the 
wants  of  the  United  Sutta,  in  a  feafun  of  peace. 

Vol.  I.  E 
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Over-rulcd  however,  at  that  time,  in  tbcfc  and  in  other 
objefls  of  importance,  he  had  the  fatisfaftion  of  living  to 
fee  America  revert,  in  almofl  every  inftance,  to  his  origi- 
nal ideas — Ideas  founded  on  a  fomid  and  penetrating 
judgment,  and  matured  by  deep  reflection,  and  an  ex- 
tenfive  obfervation  of  men  and  thuigs.  But  I  forbear  to 
trace  his  political  career  £uther ;  and  fhall  only  add  here, 
that  while  he  was  thus  engaged  in  ferving  his  country  in 
the  charafter  of  a  civilian^  he  did  NOT  lay  afide  his  mU 
nistry.  He  gladly  embraced  every  opportunity  of  preach- 
ing, and  of  difcharging  the  other  duties  of  his  office,  as  a 
gofpel  miniRen  This  he  confidered  as  his  higheft  cha- 
ra^r,  and  honor  in  life. 

The  college  having  been  col]e£ted  as  foon  as  poflible  af- 
ter its  difperfion,  in(lru6tion  was  recommenced  under  the 
immediate  care  of  the  vice-prefident.^7  Dr.  Witherfpoon's 
name,  however,  continued  to  add  celebrity  to  the  inftitu- 
tion ;  and  it  has  fully  recovered  its  former  reputation. 

The  glorious  ftruggle  for  our  liberties  drawing  to  an  ho- 
norable period,  and  the  doflor  feeling  age  advancing  up- 
on him,  was  defirous  of  refigning  his  place  in  congrefs ;  and 
would  have  fein  retired,  in  a  meafure  from  the  burdens  of 
the  college. 

But  notwithftanding  his  wifli  for  repofe,  he  was  indu- 
ced, through  his  attachment  to  the  inftitution,  over  which 
he  had  fo  long  prefided,  once  more  to  crofs  the  ocean  to 
promote  its  benefit.     The  fruit  of  that  voyage  was  not  in- 

a  The  reverend  Dr.  Samuel  S.  Smith,  who  was  uiianimoufly  chofen 
Dr.  Witherfpoon's  fucceflor,  on  the  fixth  day  of  May,  1795.  A"*»»* 
gentleman's  character  needs  no  eulogium  in  this  place.  His  fevcral 
publications,  and  particularly  hi*  ingenious  eflfay  on  '^  The  caufea  of 
tlie  variety  of  complexion  and  figure  of  the  human  fpecies,"  delivered 
before  the  Philotbphical  Society,  in  Philadelphia,  February  28th  1787, 
afford  fufficient  tediniony  of  his  genius  and  learning.  1  he  lad  men- 
tioned work  has  diftinguifhed  him  in  the  eftimation  of  the  literati^  both 
in  Europe  and  America.  As  foon  as  it  made  its  appearance  in  Europe, 
it  was  read  with  avidity— 4t  fliortly  paded  under  more  editions  than 
one  in  Great-Britain*-it  was  tranflated  into  the  French  language,  and 
publiOied,  with  great  eclat,  at  Paris— and  has  been  fiuce  tranflated  into 
the  German  language,  and  publiihcd  with  annoutions,  by  a  profeSbr 
of  moral  philofophy,  in  one  of  U^  univerdties  of  that  empire* 
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deed  anfwerable  to  our  wifhes ;  but  we  are  not  the  lefs  in« 
debted  to  his  enterprize  and  zeal. 

After  his  return  to  this  country,  finding  nothing  to  ob- 
ftrudl  his  entering  on  that  retirement,  which  was  now  be- 
come more  dear  to  him  ;  he  withdrew,  in  a  great  meafure, 
except  on  fome  important  occafions,  from  the  exercife  of 
thofe  public  fundlions  that  were  not  immediately  connefl:- 
ed  with  the  duties  of  his  office,  as  prefident  of  the  college, 
or  his  charafter  as  a  miniller  of  the  gofpel. 

Accuftomed  to  order  and  regularity  in  bufinefs  from 
his  youth,  he  perfevered  in  his  attention  to  them  through 
his  whole  life.  And  I  may  add,  there  was  nothing  in 
v/hich  his  pundtuality  and  exaftnefs  were  more  facredly 
obferved,  than  in  the  devotional  exercifes  of  the  chriftian 
life.  Befides  the  daily  devotions  of  the  clofet,  and  the  fa- 
mily, it  was  his  Hated  pradlice  to  obferve  the  laft  day  of 
every  year,  with  his  family,  as  a  day  of  falling,  humiliation 
and  prayer :  and  it  was  alfo  his  praftice,  to  fet  a-part  days 
for  fecret  fading  and  prayer,  as  occafion  fuggefted. 

Bodily  infirmities  began  at  length  to  come  upon  him. 
For  more  than  two  years  before  his  death,  he  was  afilidled 
with  the  lofs  of  fight ;  which  contributed  to  hafien  the 
progrefs  of  his  other  diforders.  Thefe  he  bore  with  a  pa- 
tience, and  even  a  cheerfulnefs,  rarely  to  be  met  with,  in 
the  mod  eminent  for  wifdom  and  piety.  Nor  would  his 
adlive  mind,  and  his  defire  of  ufefulnefs  to  the  end,  per- 
mit him,  even  in  this  fituation,  to  defift  from  the  exercife 
of  his  miniftry,  and  his  duties  in  the  college,  as  far  as  his 
health  and  ftrength  would  admit.  He  was  frequently  led 
into  the  pulpit,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  during  his  blind- 
nefs ;  and  always  acquitted  himfelf  with  his  ufual  accura- 
cy, and  frequently,  with  more  than  his  ufual  folemnity  and 
animation.  And  we  all  recolleft  the  propriety  and  dig- 
nity with  which  he  prefided  at  the  lall  commencement. 
He  was  bled  with  the  ufe  of  his  reafoning  powers  to  the 
very  laft. 

At  length,  however,  he  funk  under  the  accumulated 
preflure  of  his  uifirmities ;  and  on  the  15th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1794,  in  the  feventy  third  year  of  his  age,  he  retired 
to  his  eternal  reft,  full  of  honor  and  full  of  days — there  to 
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receive  the  plaudit  of  his  Lord,  "  well  done  thou  good  and 
"  faithful  fervant,  thou  haft  been  faithful  over  a  few  things, 
"  be  thou  ruler  over  many  things ;  enter  thou  into  the  joy 
"of thy  Lord." 
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With  fome  refleftions  upon  the  reception  which  that 
Do£trine  hath  generally  met  with  in  the  World. 
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LETTER 

TO  THE 

Reverend  Mr.  JAMES  HERVEY,  &c. 

Sir, 

WHEN  Christ  our  Saviour  was  about  to  go  to  his  Fa» 
ther^  he  told  his  disciples^  If  the  world  hate  you,  ye  know  that 
it  hated  me  before  it  hated  you.  If  ye  were  of  the  world, 
the  world  would  loVe  his  own :  but  becaufe  ye  are  not  of  th<J 
world,  but  1  have  chofen  you  out  of  the  world,  therefore  the 
world  hateth  you.  I  am  persuaded^  that  by  thisy  he  did  not 
only  intend  to  forewarn  the  twelve  of  the  offence  which  that 
generation  would  take  at  the  ignominy  of  the  cross ^  but  also  to 
intimate  J  that  the  case  would  be  the  same  in  all  ages;  that  his 
doSrine  would  meet  with  great  resistance  and  opposition y  and 
that  the  temper  andchara^er  of  his  real  disciples  would  be  ve^ 
ry  different  from  the  spirit  that  would  generally  prevail  in  the 
world.  This  hath  been  continually  verified  in  experience^ 
For  as  many  in  the  highest  stations^  and'  "of  highest  repute 
for  wisdom  in  the  world,  did  set  themselves  against  the  gospel 
at  its  first  publication,  so  even  where  there  is  a  nominal  prO' 
fessionofitj  there  is  still  an  opposition  to  itsdoSirines,  in  their 
.  simplicity  and  purity,  by  the  world,  that  is  to  say,  those  who 
have  most  sway  in  it,  who  are  the  most  passionate  admirers 
of  its  fashions,  and  the  most  assiduous  prosecutors  of  its  ho^ 
nors  and  pleasures. 

It  may  be  also  observed,  that  there  is  soinetimes,  perhaps 
even  generally,  a  sovereignty  of  divine  providence  in  the  choice 
of  the  instruments  employed  in  spreading  the  gospel.  As,  at 
first,  twehe  illiterate  fishermen  were  chosen  ;  so,  often  sincf 
that  time,  the  weakest  and  most  unlikely  have  been  pitched 
upon,  that  our  faith  might  not  ftand  in  the  wifdom  of  men, 
but  in  the  power  of  God.  Hence  it  frequently  happens,  that 
it  is  not  only  difficult  to  make  men  believe  the  gospel,  but  even 
to  persuade  them  to  hear  it.  They  are  apt  to  despise  and  de- 
ride the  message,  because  of  the  meanness  of  the  messenger,  or 
the  homeliness  of  the  terms  in  which  it  is  delivered.  This  is 
partiailarly  the  case  with  the  present  age.  From  a  certain 
love  of  ease,  and  luxury  of  mind,  they  despise  and  trample  upon 
all  instru6lions,  which  have  not  something  pleasing  and  irtai' 
nuating  in  their  dress  and  form. 


44  LETTER. 

TaUf  Sir  J  are  one  of  those  happy  few  ^  who  have  been  willing 
to  consecrate  the  fnest  natural  talents  to  the  service  of  Christ 
in  the  gospel^  and  are  not  ashamed  of  his  cross.  Tou  have 
teen  able  to  procure  attention  upon  some  subjedlsjfrom  many 
who  would  hardly  have  given  it  to  any  other  writer.  This 
hath  made  the  observe  with  particular  attention^  the  effeH  of 
your  last  performance^  Theron  and  Afpafio,  the  charaSler 
given  to  itj  and  the  objeElions  raised  against  it.  And  I  have 
always  Joundy  that  the  most  specious  and  plausable  objeSion^ 
and  that  most  frequently  made  against  the  doBrine  of  justifca" 
tion  by  imputed  righteousness^  has  been  in  this  case^  as  indeed 
usually  bejforey  that  it  loosens  the  obligations  to  praSlice.  This 
is  what  /have  particularly  applied  myself  to  refute  in  the  foU 
lowing  essay  ^  because  I/iave  rarely  observed  it  done  distinSUyj 
and  at  full  lengthy  in  any  writer.  And  I  have  addressed  it  to 
yoUy  as  a  testimony  of  my  esteem  of  your  excellent  and  useful 
writings  J  as  a  public  dech  ration  of  my  espousing  the  same  sen^ 
timents  as  to  the  terms  of  our  acceptance  with  Gody  and  my 
ambition  of  contributing  some  small  assistance  to  the  support 
of  the  same  glorious  cause.  It  was  also  no  small  inducement 
to  itj  that  thereby  it  might  appear  to  ally  that  no  external  dis^ 
tin3ionSy  or  smaller  differ enceSy  ought  to  be  any  hindrance  to 
a  cordial  esteem  and  aJfeSli<m  among  the  sincere  servants  of 
our  common  Master. 

The  greatest  part  of  what  follows  was  first  delivered  in  two 
sermons;  but  it  is  now  thrown  into  the  firm  of  an  essay  y  lest 
the  despised  title  of  a  sermon  should  offend  somcy  and  that  it 
might  the  better  admit  of  several  additions  y  both  in  the  body  of  the 
pieccy  and  in  the  notesy  which  could  not  have  been  so  properly 
delivered  from  a  pulpit.  Some  of  these  regard  the  philoso- 
phical prificiples  which  have  of  late  been  published  among  usy 
of  which  I  proposcy  in  a  short  timCy  a  much  fuller  discussiony 
as  there  is  no  way  in  which  the  truths  of  the  gospel  are  more 
perverted  than  by  what  the  apostle  Paul  calls  Philofophy  and 
vain  deceit,  and  oppolitions  of  fcience  falfely  fo  called. 

That  your  useful  life  may  be  prolongedy  and  that  you  may 
have  the  honor  of  contributing  more  and  more  to  the  conver- 
sion of  sinner Sy  and  the  edification  and  comfort  of  believersy  is 
the  earnest  prayer  ofy 

Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient 
humble  fervant, 

y.w. 
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ALL  the  works  and  ways  of  God  have  fomething  ia 
them  myfteriousy  above  the  comprehcnfion  of  any 
&iite  underftanding.  As  this  is  the  cafe  with  his  works 
of  creation  and  providence,  there  is  no  reafon  to  expe£t  it 
Ihould  be  otherwife  in  the  aflonifliing  method  of  the  re- 
demption of  the  world  by  Jefus  Chrift.  From  this  their 
myiierious  nature,  or  rather  from  the  imperfeft  meafure 
and  degree  in  which  they  are  revealed  to  us,  they  are  ad* 
mirably  fitted  for  the  trial  of  our  ingenuity,  humility  and 
fubje£lion.  They  are  all  of  them,  when  ferioufly  and 
impartially  enquired  into,  holy,  jufl;  and  good  ;  but  at  the 
iame  time,  not  beyond  the  cavils  and  objedions  of  men 
of  prejudiced,  perverfe  and  corrupt  minds. 

The  apoiUe  Paul,  in  his  epiftle  to  the  Romans,  among 
whom  he  had  never  been  in  perfon,  at  great  length  efta- 
bliihes  the  fundamental  doftrine  of  the  gofpel,  that  fmners 
are  juftified  by  the  free  grace  of  God,  through  the  imputed 
righteoufncfs  of  a  Redeemer,  To  this  do6lrine  men  do 
by  nature  make  the  ftrongeft  oppofition,  and  are,  with  the 
utmoft  difficulty,  brought  to  receive  and  apply  it.  We 
may  well  fay  of  it  in  particular,  what  the  fame  apoftle 
fayis  of  the  truths  of  God  in  general,  that  "  the  natural 
**  man  doth  not  receive  them,"*  It  is  therefore  highly 
neceflary  to  prevent  or  remove,  as  far  as  poffible,  the  ob- 
jedions  that  may  be  brought  againft  it  by  the  art  or  mai 

*  1  Cor.  li.  14* 

Vol.  I.  F 
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lice  of  Satan,  who  will,  no  doubt,  bend  the  chief  force  of 
all  his  engines  againfl  this  truth,  knowing  that  the  cordial 
reception  of  it  is  a  fure  and  efiedtual,  and  indeed  the  only 
fure  and  effeftual  means,  of  deftroying  his  power  and 
influence  in  the  heart.  Accordingly  we  find  the  apoille, 
inthefixth  chapter  of  the  above-named  epiftle,  and  firft 
verfe,  fuppofes  an  objeftion  made  againft  this  doftrine  in 
the  following  terms ;  "  What  (hall  we  fay  then  ?  Ihall  we 
continue  in  fin,  that  grace  may  abound  ?"  To  which  he 
anfwers,  by  rejefting  the  confequence  with  the  utmoft 
abhorrence,  and  in  the  ftrongeft  manner  affirming  it  to  be 
without  any  foundation. 

From  the  introduction  of  this  objedlion  by  the  apofUe, 
we  may  either  infer,  that  there  were,  even  in  thefe  early 
days,  fome  who  branded  the  doctrine  of  redemption  by 
the  free  grace  of  God  with  this  odious  confequence ;  or 
that  he  by  the  infpiration  of  the  Almighty,  did  forefee  that 
there  ftiould  arife,  in  fome  future  periods  of  the  Chrif* 
tian  church,  adverfaries  who  would  attempt  to  load  it 
with  this  imputation:  or  that  the  doftrine  is  indeed  lia- 
ble, on  a  fuperficial  view,  to  be  abufed  to  this  unhappy 
purpofe,  by  the  deceitful  hearts  of  men  who  are  wedded 
to  their  lufts.  It  is  probable  that  all  the  three  obferva- 
tions  are  juft ;  and  the  two  laft  render  it  a  peculiarly  pro- 
per fubjedt  for  our  attention  and  confideration  at  this 
time,  and  in  this  age. 

It  is  well  known  that  there  are  many  enemies  of  this 
doctrine,  of  different  charafiters  and  of  different  princi- 
ples, who  all  agree  in  affaulting  it  with  this  objeftion— 
that  it  weakens  the  obligations  to  holinefs  of  life,  by  making 
our  juftification  before  God  depend  entirely  upon  tho 
righteoufnefs  and  merit  of  another.  And  fo  far,  I  think, 
we  muft  join  with  the  adverfaries  of  this  doftrine,  as  to 
lay  it  down  for  a  principle — that  whatever  belief  of  per- 
fuafion,  by  its  native  and  genuine  tendency,  weakens  the 
obligations  to  praftice,  mufl  be  felfe.  And  I  will  alfo 
afTert,  in  oppofition  to  feme  modem  infidels  (though  fome 
may  think  that  my  caufe  might  avail  itfelf  of  the  contrary 
•  opinion)  that  a  man's  inward  principle,  or  the  perfuafion 
of  his  mind,  hath  a  neceflary  and  unavoidable  influence 
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upon  his  praflice.*  So  that,  if  I  am  not  able  to  fliew  that 
juftificationi  through  the  imputed  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift, 
is  fo  far  from  weakening  the  obligations  to  holincfs,  that, 
on  the  contrary,  the  belief  and  reception  of  it,  as  its  ne- 
ceflary  confequence,  muft  make  men  greater  lovers  of 
purity  and  hollnefs  and  fill  them  with  a  greater  horror 
of  fin  than  any  other  perfuafion  on  the  fame  fubjedt,  I  am 
content  to  give  up  the  caufe. 

I  hope  we  may  be  indulged  a  candid  hearing  on  this 
fubjeCt,  as  experienc&does  not  feem  to  be  unfavorable  to 
die  doflrine  I  am  eflkying  to  defend.  If  it  appeared  in 
fa6l  that  its  friends  upon  a  fair  and  juft  comparifon,  were 
more  loofe  in  their  praftice  than  their  adverfaries  of  any 
of  the  oppofite  opinions,  it  would  be  a  ftrong  prejudice 
againft  it ;  or  rather,  if  this  were  always  the  cafe,  it  would 
be  an  unquellionable  evidence  of  its  falfehood.  But  doth 
not  the  contrary  appear  on  the  very  face  of  the  world  ? 
Are  not  the  perfons  who  profefs  to  deny  tlicir  own  righte- 
oulhefs,  and  hope  for  juflification  through  Chrift,  ordina- 
rily the  moft  tender  and  fearful  of  finning  themfelves, 
and  the  moft  faithful  and  diligent  in  promoting  the  refor- 
mation  of  others  ?  And  do  not  all  carelefs,  profane  and 
fenfual  livers,  almoft  to  a  man,  profefs  themfelves  enemies 
to  this  doftrine  ?  I  could  almoft  appeal  to  any  one  who 
haih  the  leaft  experience  of,  or  commerce  with  the  world, 
whether  he  would  expeft  to  find,  upon  a  ftrift  fearch  and 
enquiry,  the  worftiip  of  God  more  conftantly  attended, 
the  name  of  God  more  regularly  called  upon  in  families, 
children  and  fervants  more  carefully  inftrufted  and  more 
dutifully  governed,  a  greater  freedom  from  levity,  pro- 

•  That  IS  to  fay,  fo  far  as  it  can  be  applied  to  pradicc,  and  fo  far 
as  it  b  real  or  prevalent  above  its  oppofite ;  for  there  ;ire  many  truths 
of  a  religious  nature  which  men  think  they  believe  fometimcs,  but 
which  yet  their  corrupt  paffions  often  make  them  doubt  of;  andthefc 
doubts  are  nine  parts  in  ten  of  their  lives  obverfant  to  their  minds,  as 
a  vindication  of  their  licentious  prafiice  :  in.  fome  fenfe,  fuch  may  be 
(aid  to  ad  in  contradidion  to  their  principles;  but  they  are  principles 
either  not  really  believed,  or,  which  is  the  fame  thing,  not  habitually 
recollected ;  and  none  can  expert  that  men  will  atl  upon  a  principle, 
though  once  ever  fo  firmly  believed,  if  it  be  forgotten,  or  at  the  time 
of  a^lioa  entirely  out  of  view* 
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fanity,  unchaftity,  pride,  malice,  or  infincerity  of  conver- 
fation,  amongfl  the  friends  or  enemies  of  this  doftrine  ?  So 
true  is  this,  that  they  commonly  have  the  appellation  of 
the  stricter  sort  given  them,  by  which  is  certainly  under- 
ftood,  at  leaft  an  apparent  ftriflnels  of  life  and  manners.* 
As  therefore  experience 'doth  not  hinder,  or  rather  as  it 
warrants  us  to  affirm,  that  thofe  who  expeft  juftiiication 
by  free  grace  are,  of  all  others,  the  mod  holy  in  their 
lives ;  I  propofe  to  (hew,  that  it  muft  be  fo,  and  that  diis 
is  but  the  native  fruit,  and  neceffarjPconfequence  of  dicir 
principles.  VThzX  has  induced  me  to  this  attempt,  is  not 
only  the  calumnies  of  enemies,  but  the  weaknefs  or 
treacher}'  of  profeffed  firiends.  Tbefe  laft  injure  the  truth 
often,  in  two  different  ways.  Some  fpeak  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  to  confirm  and  harden  enemies  in  their  oppofition  to 
it :  they  ufe  fuch  ralh  and  uncautious  expreffions,  as  do  in. 
deed  juftify  the  objection  which  the  apoftle  rejefts  with  fo 
great  abhorrence ;  and  in  the  heat  of  their  zeal  againft 
the  felf-righteous  legalift,  feem  to  (late  themfelvcs  as  ene- 
mies, in  every  refpedt,  to  the  law  of  God,  which  is  holy, 
juft  and  good.  Others,  on  the  contrary,  defend  it  in  fuch 
a  manner,  as  to  deftroy  the  doftrine  itfelf^  and  give  fuch 
interpretations  of  the  word  of  God,  as,  if  they  were  juft, 
and  known  to  be  fo,  the  objeftion  would  never  have  been 
made,  becaufe  there  would  not  have  been  fo  much  as  an 
occafion  given  to  it.f' 

*  I  am  not  ignorant,  that  it  is  the  ufual  refuge  of  thofe  who  arc 
evidently  diiToIute  in  their  own  lives,  to  alledge,  that  there  is  indeed 
an  appe«Lrauce  of  this,  hut  that  it  is  no  more  than  appearance,  being 
all  hypocrify.  It  would  be  going  out  of  the  way  to  enter  upon  a  large 
refutation  of  this  (lander.  Therefore  acknowledging,  that,  no  doubt, 
whatever  number  of  hypocrites  there  are  in  the  world,  and  there  arc 
too  many,  they  muft  herd  amongft,  or  attach  theinfelves  to  the  focicty 
of,  the  beft  part  of  it ;  I  obferve,  that  the  general  charge  of  hypocrify 
b  only  thrown  out  at  a  venture,  is  a  judging  of  the  heart ;  and  by  the 
very  fuppofition,  contrary  to  appearances,  juftified,  for  the  rooft  part, 
by  a  fteady  perfeverance.  Whereas,  ufually  the  whole  mciit  of  thofe 
who  bring  the  accufation,  is  that  of  being  uniformly  wicked,  and  ont 
fo  much  as  profefTmg  what  it  was  their  indifpenfable  duty  both  to  have 
pix>feired  and  pi-aclilcd. 

t  I  have  often  thought,  that  there  cannot  be  a  (Ironger  irgafneot, 
that  the  expHcation  commonly  given  by  Galviniflsi  of  the  ptfTages  of 
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But  of  all  the  pretended  Chriftians,  one  fort  are  worthy 
of  the  higheft  contempt,  who,  acknowledging  the  truth 
of  this  doftrine,  call  it  dangerous,  and  are  backward  to 
teach  or  publilh  it,  left  it  fhould  be  abufed.  Would  fuch 
weak,  half-thinking  mortals,  be  wifer  than  God  ?  Hath 
he  publilhed  it,  and  fliall  we  throw  a  veil  over  it,  to  re- 
medy  the  rafhnefs  of  his  proceeding  ?  Do  the  Scriptures 
reveal,  and  are  we  backward  to  "  teftify  the  gofpel  of  the 
*'  grace  of  God  ?"  All  the  works  of  God  are  capable  of 
being  abufed ;  that  tjfls  may  be  fo  likewife  the  apoftle  fup- 
pofes.  It  is,  however,  not  the  lefs  ufefiil  or  important ; 
only  let  us  endeavor  to  vindicate  it  from  the  falfe  charge 
of  favoring  or  encouraging  licentioufnefs  of  life.  This 
I  would  willingly  do  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  affert 
while  I  defend  it ;  to  maintain  the  doctrine  itfelf,  while 
1  lliew  not  only  its  innocence,  but  its  ufefiilnefs  in  prac- 
tice. 

The  words  of  the  infpired  apoftle  are,  "  God  forbid, 
•*  how  fliall  we  that  are  dead  to  fin,  live  any  longer  there- 
•*  in  ?  In  which  he  affirms,  that  the  grace  of  God  abound- 
ing in  the  gofpel,  is  fo  far  from  being  an  encouragement 
to  fin,  that  it  deftroys  the  power  of  fin,  and  removes  the 
inclination  to  it,  fo  far  as  it  prevails.  The  language  is 
very  ftrong,  "  We  that  are  dead  to  fin." — It  feems  to  put 
us  in  mind  of  the  total  cfFeftual  breach  of  relation  between 
a  dead  man,  and  the  objefts  with  which  he  was  formerly 
connefted  in  life :  they  are  nothing  to  him,  nor  he  to 
them ;  he  neither  loves  them,  needs  them,  nor  ufcs  them. 
So  in  proportion  as  the  grace  of  God  offered  through 
Chrift  in  the  gofpel  is  received  and  applied,  fin  is  morti- 
fied in  the  heart ;  thus  fays  the  apoftle  elfewhere,  "  God 
"  forbid  that  I  (hould  glory,  fave  in  the  crofs  of  our  Lord 
**  Jefus  Chrift,  by  which  the  world  is  crucified'  unto  me, 

{cripture  en  this  fubje£^  is  juft,  than  the  apoftlc's  fuppodtion  of  an  ob- 
jediiOD  of  this  nature  arifing  from  it.  For  if  the  explication  of  Cbme 
others,  were  fuppofed  to  be  the  obvious  meaning  of  the  text,  and  were 
fubiUtuted  in  its  room,  as  all  jufl  definitions  may  be  without  inconve- 
nieocej  the  apoflle's  words,  "  What  (hall  we  fay  then  ?  fliall  we  con- 
'^  tinue  10  fin  that  grace  may  abound  V*  would  be  quite  unnatural  and 
abfard. 
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*•  and  I  unto  the  world."*  This,  which  is  indeed  the 
language  of  the  Scripture  throughout,  is  not  merely,  de- 
nying the  accufalion,  but  eftablilhing  the  contrary  truth, 
the  influence  of  this  doftrine  upon  purity  of  heart  and 
life,  which  we  find  the  apodle  alfo  aflerting  in  the  middle 
o(  his  reafoning  upon  the  point,  "  Do  we  then  make  Wid 
*'  the  law  throu^  faith  ?  God  forbid :  yea,  we  eilabliih 
"  the  law."t 

In  the  profecution  of  this  fubjefk,  it  will  be  neceflary, 
firft,  in  a  few  words,  to  flate  that  dAEtrine  againft  which 
the  objection  is  made.  It  may  be  delivered  in  Scripture- 
language  thus,  "  That  all  have  finned,  and  come  fliort  off 
**^  the  glory  of  God. — That  every  niouth  muft  be  flopped, 
"  and  all  the  world  become  guilty  before  God. — There- 
"  fore  by  the  deeds  of  the  law,  there  fhall  be  no  flefh  jufti- 
"  fied  in  his  fight. — But  we  are  jufiified  freely  by  his 
*^  grace,  through  the  redemption  that  is  in  Chrift  Jefus : — 
**^  Whom  God  has  fet  forth  as  a  propitiation,  through  faith 
"  in  his  blood,  to  declare  his  righteoufnefs,  for  the  remif- 
*^  fion  of  fins  that  are  pad,  through  the  forbearance  of  God. 
**  — Where  is  boafting  then  ?  It  is  excluded.  By  what 
*^  law  ?  of  works  ?  Nay,  but  by  the  law  of  faith.  There- 
^^  fore  we  conclude,  that  a  man  is  jullified  by  faith  with- 
**  out  the  deeds  of  the  law. — Moreover,  the  law  entered, 
*^  that  the  offence  might  abound  ;  but  where  fin  abounded, 
**  grace  did  much  more  abound ;  that  as  fin  hath  reigned 
**  unto  death,  even  fo  might  grace  reign  through  righteouf- 
*'  nefs  unto  eternal  life,  by  Jefus  Chrifl  our  Lord." 

The  dodlrine  afTerted  in  the  above  and  other  pafTages 
of  fcripture  may  be  thus  paraphrafed:  that  every  intelli- 
gent creature  is  under  an  unchangeable  and  unalienable 
obligation,  perfeftly  to  obey  the  whole  law  of  God :  that 
all  men  proceeding  from  Adam  by  ordniary  generation, 
are  the  children  of  polluted  parents,  alienated  in  heart 
from  God,  tranfgrelTors  of  his  holy  law,  inexcufable  in  this 
tranfgreffion,  and  therefore  expofcd  to  the  dreadful  confe- 

Suences  of  his  difpleafure ;  that  it  was  not  agreeable  to  tht 
iCtates  of  his  wifdom,  holinels  and  juflice,  to  forgive 

•  Gal.  vi.  14,  t  Rom.  iii.  31. 
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their    fins    without  an  atonement  or  fatisfaftion :   and 
therefore  he  raifed  up  for  them  a  Saviour,  Jcfus  Chrift,  who, 
as  the  fecond  Adam,  perfedlly  fulfilled  the  whole  law,  and 
oSered  himfelf  up  a  facrifice  upon  the  crofs  in  their  (lead  : 
that  this  his  righteoufnefs  is  imputed  to  them,  as  the  folc    ^j^  ^ 
foundation  of  their  juftification  in  the. fight  of  a  holy  God^   vl^*^^ 
and  their  reception  into  his  favor  :  that  tHe  means  of  their 
being  mt^efted  in  this  falvation,  is  a  deep  humiliation  of  \  .  ^  .  ♦ 
mind,  confeffion  of  guilt  and  wretchednefs,  denial  of  them-    ',  ^.^ 
felves,  and  acceptanot  of  pardon  and  peace  through  Chrift 
Jefus,  which  they  neither  have  contributed  to  the  procu* 
ring,  nor  can  contribute  to  the  continuance  of,  by  their 
own  merit ;  but  expeft  the  renovation  of  their  natures,  to 
be  inclined  and  enabled  to  keep  the  commandments  of 
God  as  the  work  of  the  Spirit,  and  a  part  of  the  purchafe 
of  their  Redeemer.* 

This  fhort  account  of  the  doftrine  of  the  imputation  of 
Chrift's  righteoufnefs  will  be  further  illullrated  and  ex- 
plained in  the  progrefs  of  this  difcourfe,  intended  to  fliew, 
that  in  thofe  who  do  cordially  embrace  it,  the  obligations 
to  holinefs  are  not  weakened,  but  ftrengthened  and  con- 
firmed. For  this  purpofe  be  pleafed  to  attend  to  the  fol- 
lowing obfervations ;  in  all  of  which  I  defire  it  may  be  re- 
membered,  even  where  not  exprefsly'mentioned,  an  oppo- 
fition  is  intended  between  the  principles  and  views  of  a 
believer  in  Chrift,  who  refts  his  hope  on  his  imputed  righ- 
teoufnefs, and  thofe  who  aft  on  any  contrary  principle. 

•  The  intelligf  nt  reader  will  probably  perceive,  that  I  have  expref* 
fed  the  above  do^rine  in  fuch  general  tenns,  as  not  di(iin<5\ly  to  take 
a  part  in  tlie  differences  that  are  to  be  found  among  fosne  authors,  as 
to  the  way  of  explaining  it,  and  particularly  as  to  the  nature  of  faith. 
Tht  reafon  of  my  doing  fo  is,  that  I  would  willingly  lathcr  recoutile, 
than  wideu  thefe  differences  ;  and  because  it  is  my  firm  periualion,  that 
however  fonie  think  it  juflefl,  or  wifeft,  or  fafcfl,  toexpsefs  thcmfelvcs 
one  way,  and  fomc  another,  yet  all  who  have  a  deep  and  real  coii\ic> 
tion,  that  they  are  by  nature  in  a  lofl  flate,  and  under  the  wrath  oi  God, 
and  that  there  is  no  falvation  in  any  other  hut  in  Chrif>,  arc,  if  they  ui^ 
derf^ood  one  another,  at  bottom,  or  at  leaft  in  all  things  any  way  ma. 
terial,  entirely  of  the  fame  opinion.  Accordingly  the  reader  will,  I 
hope,  find  that  the  reafoning  in  the  following  pages  may  eafily  be  up- 
plied  by  them  all  without  cswception. 
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In  the  firft  place,  he  who  expe£ts  juftification.byjtbe 
imputed  righteoafnefs  of  Chrill,  hath  the  clearefi:  and 
iirongeft  convi£tion  of  the  obligation  of  the  holy  law  of 
God  upon  every  reafonable  creature,  and  of  its  extent  and 
purity.  This  will  appear  very  evidently,  if  we  coofider 
what  it  is  that  brings  any  perfon  to  a  belief  or  relifh  of  this 
doctrine.  It  mud  be  a  fenfe  of  fin,  and  fear  of  deferved 
wrath.  I^t  us  fearch  out  the  cauf^  by  tracing  the  eSe£ts. 
Whence  arifes  the  fear  of  wrath,  or  apprehenfion  of  God^s 
difpleafure  ?  Only  from  a  conviftion  of  guilt.  And  what 
can  produce  a  convi£lion  of  guilt,  but  a  fenfe  of  obliga- 
tion ?  This  is  manifeftly  the  doftrine  of  Scripture,  which 
teaches  us,  that  "  by  the  law  is  the  knowledge  of  fin" — 
and  that  "  the  law  is  a  fchoolmafter  to  bring  us  to  Chrift.'* 
Thofe  who  have  none  at  all,  or  a  very  imperfe£t  fenfe  of 
tlic  obligation  of  the  divine  law,  |Will  never  have  the  leaft 
eilecm  of  the  righteoulhefs  of  Chrift,  which  atones  for  their 
tranfgrellion  of  it ;  it  mud  appear  to  them  to  be  fbolifli- 
nefs :  whereas  thofe  who  have  a  ftrong  convidion  of  the 
juilice  of  the  demand  of  the  law,  both  efieem  and  ufe  the 
plea  of  their  Saviour's  merit.  Such  alfo  have  a  ftrong 
fenfe  of  the  extent  and  purity  of  the  law  of  God,  as  well  as 
its  obligation  in  general.  Whilft  others  confider  nothing 
as  fin,  but  the  groffcft  and  moft  notorious  crimes,  they  are 
deeply  fenfible  of  the  alienation  of  their  hearts  from  God, 
whom  they  are  bound  fupremely  to  love,  and  to  whofe 
glory  they  are  obliged  to  be  habitually  and  univerfally 
fubfervient. 

This  conviflion  of  the  obligation  of  the  divine  law,  fo 
effentially  connedled  with,  or  rather  fo  neceffarily  previous 
to,  an  acceptance  of  the  imputed  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift, 
is  evidently  founded  upon  the  relation  of  man  to  God,  as 
a  creature  to  his  Creator.  This  relation  then  continues, 
and  muft  continue,  unchangeable ;  therefore  the  obliga- 
tion founded  upon  it  muft  be  unalienable  ;  and  all  thofe 
who  have  once  been  fenfible  of  it,  muft  continue  to  be  fo, 
unlefs  we  fuppofe  them  blinded  to  the  knowledge  of  God 
as  Creator,  by  the  difcovery  of  his  mercy  in  Chrift  the 
Redeemer.  But  this  is  abfurd ;  for  the  fubfequent  relation 
of  a  finner  to  God,  as  forgiven  and  reconciled  through 
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Chrift,  never  can  take  away,  nay,  never  can  alter  his  na- 
tural relation  as  a  creature,  nor  the  obligation  founded' 
upon  it.  Neither  can  it  be  conceived  as  confident  with  the 
perfeAions  of  God,  to  abate  the  demands  of  his  law ;  that 
19  to  fay,  a  perfcft  conformity  to  his  holy  will.*  Every 
the  leaft  deviation  from  it,  by  tranfgrefTion,  or  negleft  of 
duty,  muft  ftill  be  evil  in  itfelf,  and  mull  flill  be  feen,  and 
eiteemed  to  be  fo  by  the  God  of  truth,  who  cannot  lie. 
Now,  is  there  any  diing  in  the  gofpel  diat  hath  the  leaft 
tendency  to  leffen  thefenfe  of  this  obligation,  after  it  hath 
been  once  difcovered  ?  Very  far  from  it :  on  the  contrary, 
all  that  Chrift  hath  done  for  the  falvation  of  finners,  as 
its  immediate  confequence,  magnifies  the  law,  and  makes 
it  honorable. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  thought,  that  the  releafing  a  fmner 
from  the  fanAion  of  the  law,  or  the  punifhment  incurred 

*  Since  mention  bis  been  made  of  perfefl  conformity  to  the  will  of 
God,  or  perfect  obedience  to  his  lav,  as  the  duty  of  than,  which  is  in- 
deed the  foundation  of  this  whole  doctrine,  I  think  it  necelTary  to  ob- 
ienre,  that  forae  deny  thb  to  be  properly  required  of  man,  as  his  duty 
ID  the  prefent  fallen  (hite,  becaufe-he  is  not  able  to  perforin  it.  But 
fuchdonot  feemto  attend  either  to  the  meaning  of  perfedt  obedience, 
or  to  the  nature  or  caufe  of  this  inability.  Perfedt  obedience  is  obe- 
dience by  any  creatore,  to  the  utmoft  extent  of  his  natural  powers. 
Even  in  a  Hate  of  innocence,  the  holy  difpofitionsof  Adam  would  not 
have  been  equal  in  (bength  and  adivity  to  thofe  of  creatures  of  an 
higher  rank:  but  furely  to  love  God,  who  is  infinitely  amiable,  with 
all  the  b^art,  and  above  all,  to  confecrate  all  his  powers  and  faculties, 
without  exception,  and  without  intcrmiilion,  ta  God's  fervice,  muft  be 
undeniably  the  duty  of  every  intelligent  creature.  And  what  fort  of 
inability  are  we  under  to  pay  this?  Qur  natural  faculties  are  furely  as  fit 
for  the  fervice  of  God  as  for  any  baler  purpofe  :  the  inability  is  only 
moral,  and  lies  wholly  in  the  averfion  of  our  hearts  from  i'uch  employ- 
racnt-  Does  this  then  take  away  the  guilt?  Muft  God  relax  his  law 
bcoiufe  we  are  not  willing  to  obey  it  ?  Confuk  even  modem  philofo- 
phcrs  ;  and  fuch  of  them  as  allow  there  is  any  fuch  thing  as  vice*  will 
tell  yoo,  that  it  lies  in  evil  or  mifplaced  affedlions.  Will  then  that 
which  is  ill  in  itlelf  excufe  its  fruits  in  any  degree  from  guilt  or 
blame  ?  The  truth  is^  notwithftandiogthe  loud  charge  of  licentioufnefs 
vpon  the  truths  of  the  gofpel,  there  is  no  other  fyftem  that  ever  I  pe- 
rilled, which  preferves  the  obligations  of  the  law  of  God  in  its  ftrengtb : 
the  mod  part  of  them,  when  thoroughly  examined,  juft  amount  to 
tins,  that  men  are  bonnd,  and  that  it  is  RIGHT  and  MEET  at>d 
FIT  that  tliey  (hottU  be  at  good  and  as  holy  asthey  themfelves  Iodine. 

Vol.  I.  G 
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by  pardon  purchafcd  and  bedowed,  has  this  effeft :  and 
here  it  is,  to  be  fure,  tliat  men  by  their  partial  views,  are 
apt  to  fuppofe  the  objedtion  lies. 

But  let  us  only  refleft,  tliat  the  obligation  to  duty  and. 
obedience  to  the  Creator,  hath  been  feen  by  a  believer  in 
theftrongeft  light,  and  mu(l  continue  tobe  fenfible.  Will  he 
then  be  induced  to  aS:  in  the  face  of  a  perceived  obliga- 
tion, by  an  indance  of  unfpeakable  mercy  ?  Is  this  rea- 
fonable  to  fuppofe  ?  or  rather,  is  it  not  felf  contradiftoiy 
and  abfurd  ?  It  is  fo  for  from  being  true,  that  this  mercy 
difpofcs  to  obedience,  as  a  peculiar  and  additional  motive, 
as  I  (hall  afterwards  fhcw  more  fully  in  its  proper  place. 
In  the  mean  time,  it  is  felf-evident,  that  it  can  be  no  hin- 
derance.  What  leads  us  into  error  in  this  matter,  is  what 
happens  fometimes  in  human  affairs.  In  a  human  go- 
vernment, mercy  or  a  promife  of  impunity  for  paft  crimes, 
may  enable,  though  even  in  that  cafe,  not  incline  a  rebel, 
jious  traitor  to  renew  his  wickednefs.  But  this  is  a  moft 
unjuft  and  partial  view  of  the  cafe,  in  which  the  very  cir- 
cumftance  is  wanting  upon  which  the  chief  ftrefs  ought  to 
be  laid.  Human  laws  reach  only  outward  aftions,  be- 
caufe  human  knowledge  is  fo  imperfeft  that  it  cannot  dif- 
cover  the  difpofition  of  the  heart :  and  as  all  profeflions 
are  not  fincere,  fo  kindnefs  is  often  beftowcd  on  improper 
objects.  This  kindnefs,  however,  though  it  may  disco- 
ver the  impropriety,  cannot  caufe  it. 

But  make  the  fimilitude  complete,  and  fee  how  it  will 
lead  us  to  determine.  Suppofe  one  who  hath  been  in 
rebellion,  deeply  and  inwardly  convinced  of  the  evil  of 
rebellion,  and  his  obligation  to  fubmiffion  ;  fuppofe  this 
conviflion  fo  ilrong,  that  he  confelleth  the  juftnefs  of  the 
fentence  condemning  him  to  die,  which  is  very  confiftent 
with  a  defire  of  life :  will  a  pardon  offered  or  intimated 
tofuch  a  ]x;rfon  make  him  diiloyal  ?  Is  this  its  natural, 
nay,  is  it  its  poffible  effeft  ?  If  it  could  be  fuppofed  to 
have  any  fuch  confequence  at  all,  it  could  only  be  in  this 
diftant  way,  that  pardon  feems  to  leffen  the  fenfe  of  a 
judge's  difpleafure  at  the  crime.  But  even  this  can  have 
no  place  here,  becaufe  fufEcient  care  is  taken  to  prevent 
any  fucH  abufe  of  it,  by  the  fubllitution  and  vicarious  fuf- 
ferings  of  a  Mediator. 
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I  cannot  help  obferving  here,  that  the  fimilitude  above 
ufed  will  lead  us  to  the  difcovery  of  one  great  caufc  of  the 
objeftion  againft  which  I  am  rcafoning.  It  arifes  from 
that  corruption  of  heart,  and  inward  oppofition  to  the  law 
of  God  in  its  extent  and  purity,  which  is  in  all  men  by 
nature,  and  continues  in  all  who  are  not  renewed  in  the 
Ipirit  of  their  minds.  As  they  have  a  ftrong  tendency 
and  inclination  to  tranfgrefs  the  law  where  they  dare, 
they  are  ready  to  think,  that. the  hopes  of  impunity  muft 
encourage  every  one  to  a  bold  violation  of  it.  And  no 
doubt  this  would  be  true,  if  there  could  be  any  real  efteem 
or  cordial  acceptance  of  the  gofpel,  without  a  previous  con- 
viftion  of  the  obligation  of  the  law,  and  the  guilt  and  de- 
merit  of  every  tranfgreflbr.*  Butfuppofing,  what  is  in 
truth  the  cafe  with  every  believer,  that  there  is  a  real  and 
ftrong  £onyiftion  of  the  obligation  of  the  law  of  God  upon 
every  rational  creature,  which  cannot  be  taken  away ;  to 
imagine  that  the  mercy  of  God  in  pardoning  finners  for 
Chrift's  fake  will  leflen  or  weaken  the  fenfe  of  this  obliga- 
tion, is  a  moft  manifeft  contradiction.  On  the  contrary, 
fin  muft  needs  have* received  a  mortal  blow,  the  love  of  it 
muft  neceffarily  have  been  deftroyed,  before  pardon  in 
this  way  could  be  fought  or  obtained :  fo  that  the  apoftle 
might  well  fay,  "  How  ftiall  we  that  are  dead  to  fin,  live 
*'  any  longer  therein  ?" 

In  the  fecond  place,  he  who  believes  in  Chrift,  and  ex- 
perts juftification  through  his  imputed  righteoufncfs,  muft 
have  the  deepeft  and  ftrongeft  fenfe  of  the  evil  of  fm  in  it- 
felf.  This  is  in  a  good  meafure  included  in,  or  an  im- 
mediate confequence  of,  what  has  been  already  mention- 
ed.    For  the  obligation  of  the  law,  as  hinted  above,  is  but 

•  But  this  is  iinpofliblc  ;  for  though  there  may  be  Ibme  fort  of  fear 
of  pnnifliment,  occafioned  by  difplays  of  divine  power,  where  there  is 
no  true  humiliation  of  mindy  or  genuine  conviction  of  iin ;  this  is  but 
like  the  impatient  ftruggles  of  a  chained  (live,  inflcad  of  the  willing 
fubje£tion  of  a  penitent  cliild.  There  is  dill  in  all  fuch  an  inward 
murmuring  againd  the  fentence,  as  that  of  an  unjufl  and  rigorous  ty- 
rantf  and  not  of  a  righteous  judge.  l*herefore,  though  fuch  (hould 
pretend  to  rely  on  the  merits  of  Chi  id  for  pai-don  and  deliverance,  it 
is  plainly  not  from  their  hearts,  and  therefore  neither  to  the  faring  of 
their  fouls,  nor  to  the  reformation  of  their  lives. 
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very  iinperfeCt,  if  we  confider  it  only  as  founded  on  the 
power  of  God,  and  the  dependance  of  the  creat|iire,-and 
not  alfo  on  the  holinefs,  juftice,  and  goodnefs  of  the  ktur 
itfelf.  In  the  fiHl  fenfe,  perhaps,  it  may  be  felt  by  the 
wicked  in  this  world,  at  leaft,  we  are  fure,  it  is  felt  by 
devils  and  damned  fpirits  in  a  feparate  ilate.  lliey 
know  that  they  muft  fufTer,  becaufe  they  will  not  obe]^ 
But  where  there  is  a  complete  fenfe  of  obligation,  it  im- 
plies a  belief  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law,  as  well  as  the 
power  of  the  l^w-giver ;  of  the  equity,  nay,  the  excellence 
of  the  command,  as  well  as  the  feverity  of  the  fan&ion. 
All  fuch  not  only  believe  that  God  will  punilh  for  fin,  but 
that  it  is  mod  juft  that  he  fhould  do  fo,  and  that  fin  hat 
richly  deferved  it. 

It  may  therefore  feem  unneceilary  to  add  any  thing  on 
this  fubje£l  more  than  has  been  ab^ady  f;ud :  but  I  have 
mentioned  it  by  itlelf,  becaufe,  befidestbat  fenfe  of  theob- 
ligation  and  purity  of  the  law  of  God  which  muft  pave 
the  way  to  a  finner's  acceptance  of  the  righteoufnefs  of 
Chrift,  there  is  a  difcovery  of  the  evil  of  fin,  and  its  abo- 
minable nature,  in  every  part  of  this  "  myftery  of  godli- 
"  nefs,  God  manifefted  in  the  flefli,"  and  the  truths  found- 
ed upon  it ;  fo  that  the  more  thefe  are  believed,  and  the 
more  tliey  are  attended  to  and  recoUcfted,  the  more  muft 
the  believer  be  determined  to  hate  and  abhor  every  wick- 
ed and  falfe  way ;  every  new  view  which  he  takes  of  the 
gofpel  of  his  falvation,  every  a£l  of  truft  and  confidence  ex- 
erted upon  it,  muft  increafe  his  horror  of  fin,  and  excite 
him  to  fly  from  it. 

Let  us  confider  a  little  what  views  are  prefented  us  of 
the  evil  of  fin  in  the  doflrine  of  Chrift,  and  of  him  cru- 
cified. Here  we  fee  that  a  holy  and  juft  God  would  not 
forgive  fin  without  an  atonement.  What  a  demonftra- 
tion  is  this  of  its  malignity,  if  carefully  attended  to,  and 
kept  conftantly  in  our  eye,  as  a  part  of  our  very  idea  ot 
the  Divine  Nature  !  The  difficulty  in  this  cafe,  is  our  par- 
tbUty  in  our  own  caufe  ;  we  are  unwilling  to  think  fin  fo 
■^^r  blame-worthy,  becaufe  this  is  condemning  ourfelves ; 
let  us  confider  what  views  an  all-wife  and  impartial 
God  hath  of  it,  and  form  ours  upon  his.     And  that  we 
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may  not  &>  much  as  once  blafphemoufiy  imagine,  tliat  he 
aifo  is  partial  on  his  own  fide,  let  us  remember  that  he  is 
the  God  of  love,  who,  by  this  very  falvation,  hath  magni- 
fied his  love  in  a  manner  that  palTeth  knowledge.  He 
ihews  his  fenfe  of  the  evil  of  the  crime,  even  whilft  he  is 
contriving,  nay,  in  the  vtry  contrivance  of  a  proper  way 
^  the  criminal's  efcape.  He  is  not»  fo  to  fpeak,  fetting 
forth  the  malignity  of  the  offence,  in  order  to  juflify  the 
ieverity  of  his  own  vengeance,  but  he  is  exerting  his  ami- 
able attribute  of  mercy,  and  yet  here  muft  the  evil  of  fin 
appear. 

Confider,  in  a  particular  manner,  upon  this  fubje£l,  the 
dignity  and  glory  of  the  perfon  who  made  this  atonement. 
The  value  oi  the  purchale  may  be  feen  in  the  greatnefs 
of  the  price ;  the  evil  of  fin  in  the  worth  of  the  propitia- 
tion, y  For  we  are  not  redeemed  with  corruptible  things, 
^  ^  fuch  u  filver  and  gold,  but  with  the  precious  blood  of 
\  ^^  Chri0,  as  of  a  Lamb  without  blemifli  and  without 
^^  fpot."*  It  was  no  lefs  a  perfon  than  the  eternal  and 
only  begotten  Son  of  God,  who  was  before  all  worlds,  the 
brightnefs  of  his  Father's  glory,  and  the  exprefs  image  of 
his  perfon,  who  fuffered  in  our  Head.  Whoever  confiders 
the  frequent  mention  in  the  facred  oracles  of  the  glory 
and  dignity  of  the  perfon  of  Chrift,  mull  be  fatisfiedthat 
it  is  not  without  defign ;  and  none  can  truly  relifh  or  im- 
prove theie  truths,  but  fuch  as  thence  learn  the  evil  of  fin, 
the  immenfenefs  of  that  debt  which  required  one  of  fo 
great,  nay,  of  infinite  and  inexhauftible  riches,  to  be  able 
to  pay  it.  A  creature  indeed  behoved  to  fuffer;  and 
thererore  he  became  the  fon  of  man,  but  intimately  united 
to  the  Creator,  God  Uefled  for  ever.  It  was  one  of  the 
firft  and  earlieft  confisffions  of  faith.  That  Jefus  Chrift 
was  the  Son  of  God;  and  this  belief  muft  have  the  firong* 
eftiniuence  in  fiiewing  us  the  evil  of  fin,  which  none  elfe 
was  able  to  expiate. 

In  many  paflages  of  Scripture,  God's  fending  his  own 
Son  into  the  world  to  fave  finners,  is  reprefented  as  the 
ftrongeft  proof  poifible  of  his  compaffion  and  love.     The 

•  I  Vet.  t.  18. 
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neerneS'qf  the  relation  teaches  us,  as  it  were,  to  fuppoTe 
fome'^Teluftance  in-beftowing  him  ;  in  allufion  tb  which 
there  is  a  beautiful  expreffion  of  the  apoftle  Paul,  '*  He 
"  that  fpared  not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered  him  up  for 
"  us  all,  how  (hall  he  not^ithhinr^airo  freely  give  us  all 
"things?"*  The  very  fame  thing  fhews,  with  equal 
cleamels,  his  abhorrence -of  fin/  However  ftrongly  dif* 
pofed  to  fave  finners,  he  would  have  fin  to  be  expiated, 
though  his  own  So^fhould  be  the  viftim  :  if  any  thing 
could  have  made  him  difpenfe  with  it,  this  (honla  furely 
have  had  the  efFedl :  and  therefoic  the  condemning  of  fin 
ieefns  to  have  been  as  much  in  view  as  the  &lvation  of  the 
finner. 

Every  light  in- which  we  can  view  this  fubjefl:,  contri- 
butes to  fet  before  us  the  evil  of-fin.  I  iliall  only  mention 
further,  the  greatnefs  and  feverity  of  the  fufferings  of  our 
Redeemer,  as  they  are  reprefented  both  prophetically,  to 
fliew  how  much  was  exaflted,  and  hiftorically,  to  fhew 
what  was  paid.  As  the  whole  of  his  life  was  to  be  a  (late 
of  humiliation  and  forrow,  it  is  faid,  "  As  many  were  af- 
"  tonilhed*  at  thee,  his  vifage  was  fo  marred  more  than 
"  any  man,  and  his  form  than  the  fons  of  men."  Again, 
*'  He  is  defpifed  and  rejefted  of  men,  a  man  of  forrows 
*'  and  acquainted  with  grief;  and  we  hid,  as  it  were,  our 
''  faces  from  him  ;  he  was  defpifed,  and  we^cfteemed  him 
**  not."  Once  more,  "  He  was  wounded  for  our  tranf- 
*^  gre(rions,  he  was  bruifed  for  our  iniquities :  the  chaf- 
**  tifement  of  our  peace  was  upon  him,  and  with  his  ftripes 
"  we  are  healed."-|-  In  the  hiflor)^  of  his  life  in  thr  New- 
Teftament,  we  fee  all  this  verified,  in  the  meannefs  of  his 
birth,  and  the  continued  infults  and  reproaches  thrown 
upon  him  during  the  courfe  of  his  life.  There  is  one  re- 
markable palTage,  John  viii.  57.  "  Thou  art  not  yet  fifty 
**  years  old,  and  haft  thou  feen  Abraham  ?"  The  mean. 
ing  of  this  is  hardly  obvious,  unlefs  we  fuppofe  that  his  na- 
tural beauty  and 'bloom  was  fo  wafted  and  decayed  by  for- 
row, that  he  feemed  to  ftrangers  near  twenty  years  older 
than  he  really  was. 

*    H^m.  viii,  -2,  •»•  Ifa.  Hi.  14.     liii.  3,  5, 
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•  In  the  clofe  of  the  gorpel,  we  have -sin  account  bf  the 
laft  fcene  of  his  fufferings  in  the  garden^nd  on  the  crofs. 
**  He  was  fore  amazed,  and  very  heavy. — His  foul  was 
•'exceeding  forrowful,  even  unto  death. — His  fweat  was 
*^  as  it  were  great  drops  of  blood,  falling  down  to  the 
••  ground.''  He  was  at  lad  ftretched  on  an  accurfed  tree, 
Iwhere  the  pain  of  a  tortured  body  was  but  fmall  to  the 
anguifh  of  an  overwhelmed  fpirit,  which  conftrained  him 
to  utter  this  heavy  complaint,  *'  My  God,  my  God,  why 
"  haft  thou  forfaken  me  ?"  Let  the  Chriftian  ftand  at  the 
foot  of  the  crofs,  and  there  fee  the  evil  of  fin,  which  re- 
quired fo  coftly  an  expiation.  Let  him  there  fee  the  ho- 
linefs  and  juilice  of  God  in  its  punifliment.  Let  him 
hear  the  mod  High,  faying,  "  Awake,  O  fword,  againft 
"  the  man  who  is  my  fellow.'*  And  let  him  thence 
learn,  how  much  fin  is  the  objed  of  divine  detefiation. 

-Hath  a  believer  then  a  firm  perfuafion  of  all  thefe 
truths  i  Are  they  the  frequent  theme  of  his  meditations  ? 
And  muft  they  not  neceflarily  fill  him  with  an  abhorrence 
of  fin,  inflame  him  with  a  hatred  of  it,  and  excite  in  him 
a  felf-lothing  on  its  account  ?  Thus  it  is  faid  in  the  pro- 
pbetic  writings,  "  They  Ihall  look  on  me  whom  they  have 
**  pierce*.!,  and  they  Ihall  mourn  for  him,i|is  one  mourneth 
^^  for  his  only  fon,  and  (liall  be  in  bitternefs  for  him,  as 
"  one  that  is  in  bitternefs  for  his  firft-born."*  And  muft 
not  a  repetition  of  the  fame  views  ftill  ftrengihen  the  im- 
pre£Gon,  fo  that,  as  the  apoltle  Paul  tells  us  of  himfelf, 
**  The  world  will  be  crucifioJ  unto  him,  and  he  unto  the 
«  worId."t 

I  am  fenftble  that  thefe  things  will  have  no  fuch  effeft 
upon  the  enemies  of  the  gofpel,  who  difbelicve  them,  or 
upon  thofe  Ghriftians,  if  they  deferve  the  name,  who  dif- 
guife,  explain  away,  or  give  up  the  fatisfaftion  of  Chrift  ; 
or  even  thofe  who  have  a  ftrong  tint^ure  of  a  legal  fpirit, 
and  are  for  contributing  fomevvhat  toward  their  acceptance 
with  God,  by  their  own  merit  and  defeftive  obedience. 
Such  cannot  relifli  thefe  fentiments  ;  and  therefore  it  may 
fcem  improper,  in  rcafoning  againft  enemies,  to  brinc^ 

*  Zcch.  xii.  ic.  t  Gal,  vi.  14* 


6o  Ab  Essctf  an  yustijtcaiian. 

diem  at  all  in  view.  But  let  it  be  remembered,  that 
however  little  many  believe  fuch  things,  they  may  yet 
perceive,  if  they  will  attend  to  it,  their  natural  operation 
upon  thofe  who  do  believe  them.  And  let  any  modem 
adept  in  the  fcience  of  morals  Ihew  in  his  account  of  the 
foundation  of  morality,  and  the  nature  of  obligation,  any 
thing  that  hath  a  force  or  influence  equal  to  this :  or,  will 
the  nominal  felf-righteous  Chriftian,  who  thinks  Chrift  on- 
ly made  up  fome  little  wants  which  he  finds  in  himfelf,  or 
that  his  death  had  only  fome  general  expediency  in  it, 
ever  be  equally  tender  in  his  pradice,  with  him  who  fees 
fo  much  of  the  purity  of  the  law  of  God,  and  his  detefta- 
tion  of  fin,  as  to  efteem  all  his  own  righteoufnefles  but  as 
filthy  rags,  and  bottoms  his  hope  of  acceptance  wholly 
upon  the  perfed  righteoufnefs  of  his  Redeemer  ? 

In  the  third  place,  he  who  expeCte  juftification  only 
through  the  imputed  righteoufiiefs  of  Chrift,  has  the  moft 
awful  views  of  the  danger  of  fin.  He  not  only  fees  the 
obligation  and  purity  of  the  law,  but  the  feverity  of  its 
fanftion.  It  is  a  fijar  of  wrath  from  the  avenger  of  blood, 
that  perfuades  him  to  fly  to  the  city  of  refuge.  And  if 
we  compare  the  fentiments  of  others  with  his,  either  the 
generality  of  a  c^relefs  and  blinded  world,  or  thofe  who 
aft  upon  contrary  principles  and  a  difierent  fyftem  from 
that  which  we  are  now  defisjiding,  we  Ihall  find,  that  not 
one  of  them  hath  fuch  apprehenfions  of  the  wrath  and  ven- 
geance of  God  due  on  the  account  of  fin,  as  the  convinced 
finner,  who  flies  to  the  propitiation  of  Chrift  for  deliver- 
ance and  refcue. 

I  am  very  fenfible,  that  many  readers  will  be  ready  to 
challenge  this  argument  as  preffed  into  the  fervice,  and 
wholly  improper  upon  my  fcheme :  they  will  fuppofe, 
that  every  believer,  in  confequcnce  of  his  faith  in  Chrift, 
is  icreened  from  the  penalty  of  the  law  and  (heltered  from 
the  ftroke  of  divine  juftice ;  he  is  therefore  no  more  un- 
der this  fear ;  and  its  being  no  more  a  motive  of  aftion^ 
in  the  future  part  of  his  conduft,  is  the  very  ground  of 
the  objeflion  I  am  attempting  to  remove.  This  is  no 
doubt  plaufible  ;  but  let  it  be  remembered,  in  what  way 
it  b  that  believers  are  freed  from  their  apprehenfions  of 
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the  wrath  of  God ;  it  is  by  their  acceptance  of  bis  mercy 
tbroujs;h  faith  in  ChriiL  Before  the  application  of  this 
remedy,  they  faw  themfelves  the  children  of  wrath  and 
heirs  of  hell ;  and  they  lUU  believe  that  every  fin  defcrves 
the  wrath  of  God,  both  in  this  life  and  that  which  is  to 
come.  Will  they  therefore  re-incur  the  danger  from  which 
they  have  fo  lately  efcaped,  and  of  which  they  had  fo  ter- 
rible a  view  ?  will  they  do  fo  voluntarily,  even  although 
they  know  the  remedy  to  be  Hill  at  hand,  ftill  ready  to  be 
applied,  and  certainly  effeftual  ?  Suppofe  any  perfon  had 
been  upon  the  very  point  of  periftiing  in  a  violent  and  ra* 
pid  ftream,  and  favcd  when  his  ftrength  was  well  nigh  ex- 
haufted,  by  the  happy  intervention  of  a  tender-hearted 
paflfenger ;  would  he  voluntarily  plunge  himfelf  again  into 
the  flood,  even  although  he  knew  his  deliverer  were  (land- 
ing by,  ready  for  his  relief?  The  fuppofition  is  quite  un- 
natural ;  and  it  is  equally  fo  to  imagine,  that  one  faved 
from.divine  wrath  will  immediately  repeat  the  provoca* 
tion,  even  whilft  he  trembles  at  the  thoughts  of  the  mifery 
(rf'that  ilate  from  which  he  had  been  fo  lately  delivered. 

Let  us  only  confider  the  ftrong  fenfe  which  a  believer 
ufually  (hews  of  the  danger  of  others  in  an  unconverted 
Hate,  from  a  perfuafion  of  their  being  under  the  wrath  of 
God.  He  warns  them,  intreats  them,  pities  them,  and 
prays  for  them.  He  would  not  exchange  with  any  one 
oF  diem,  a  prifon  for  a  palace,  or  a  fcaiFold  for  a  throne. 
How  then  ihould  he  be  fuppofed  to  follow  them  in  their 
prafkice,  and  thereby  to  return  to  their  ftate  ? 

But  perhaps,  here  again  it  will  be  urged,  that  this  is 
improper ;  becaufe,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  af- 
fertors  of  imputed  righteoufnefs,  a  believer  being  once  in 
a  juftified  Hate,  cannot  fall  from  grace  ;  and  therefore  his 
fins  do  not  deferve  wrath ;  and  he  himfelf  muft  have, 
firom  this  perfuafion,  a  ftrong  confidence  that,  be  they 
what  they  will,  they  cannot  have  fuch  an  effedt :  and  ac- 
cordingly, fome  have  exprefsly  affirmed,  that  the  future 
fins  of  the  ele£t  are  forgiven,  as  well  as  their  paft,  at  their 
converfion ;  nay,  fome,  that  they  are  juftified  from  all 
eternity,  that  God  doth  not  fee  fin  in  a  believer,  that  his 
afflidions  are  not  puniQiments,  and  other  tilings  of  the 
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like  nature.  Now,  though  I  muft  confcfs  I  look  upon 
thefe  exprcffions,  and  many  more  to  be  found  in  certain 
writers,  whatever  glofles  they  may  put  upon  them,  as  un- 
guarded and  anti-fcriptural ;  yet  not  to  enter  into  the 
controverfy  at  all,  I  fuppofe  it  will  be  acknowledged  by 
all  without  exception,  that  a  believer's  fecurity,  and  the 
impoflibility  of  his  falling  from  grace,  is  a  fecurity  of  not 
finning,  that  is,  of  not  being  under  the  dominion  of  fin, 
as  much  as,  or  rather  in  order  to  his  fecurity,  of  deliver- 
ance from  the  wrath  of  God.  His  pardon  is  fure ;  but 
this  fecurity  is  only  hypotlietical,  becaufe  his  faith  and 
holinefs  are  fecured  by  the  promife  of  God  :  fo  that,  to 
fuppofe  a  perfon  to  fin  without  reftraint,  by  means  of  this 
perfuafion,  that  his  falvation  is  fecured  by  his  firft  acceptor 
ance  of  Chrift,  is  a  fuppofition  felf-contradidlory.  How- 
ever ftrongly  any  man  may  aflert  that  a  believer's  falva- 
tion is  fecure,  he  will  not  fcruple  at  the  fame  time  to  ac- 
knowledge, that  if  fuch  believer  Ihould  fin  wilfully  and 
habitually,  and  continue  to  do  fo,  he  would  be  damned  ; 
but  he  will  deny,  that  any  fuch  cafe  ever  did,  or  ever  can 
poffibly  happen.* 

The  objedlion  muft  furely  appear  ftrongeft  upon  the 
principles  of  thofe  who  make  the  nature  of  feith  to  confift 
in  a  belief,  that  Chrift  died  for  thehifclvcs  in  particular, 
nr  of  their  own  perfonal  intereft  in  him,  and  the  pardon 
and  life  which  he  hath  purchafed,  making  alFurance  effen- 
tial  to  its  daily  exercife.  Yet  even  thefe  will  not  deny, 
that  their  faith  is  not  always  equally  llrong,  and  that  their 
aflurance  is  fometimes  interrupted  with  doubts  and  fears. 
Now,  what  is  the  caufe  of  thefe  doubts,  and  this  uncer- 
tainty ?  Is  it  not  always  fin  more  direftly,  or  by  confe- 
quence  ?  So  that  fin  renders  their  faith  doubtful,  which 

*  Indeed  there  can  be  nothing  more  unfair,  than  to  take  one  part 
of  a  man's  belief,  and  tlience  argue  againfl  anotlier  part,  upon  which 
the  firfl  is  expefsly  founded.  If  I  ihould  fay,  I  am  confident  I  (haU 
never  be  drowned  in  a  certain  river,  becaufe  I  am  rcC/lvcd  never  to 
crofs  It  at  alt ;  would  it  not  be  abfurd  to  reafon  thus :  here  is  a  man 
who  hath  a  perfuafion  be  will  never  be  drowned  in  this  river ;  there- 
fore  be  will  be  furely  ver)'  head-^rong  aikl  fool-hardy  in  fording  it 
vhen  it  overflows  its  banks,  which  is  coDtraiy  to  tlie  ver/  fouudation 
of  my  fecurity  ? 
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is  the  very  fame  thing  with  putting  them  in  fear  concern- 
ing their  future  ftate.  Inde^  it  is  not  more  fure  that  our 
Beedemer  invites  all  weary  heavy-laden  (inners  to  come 
unto  him  that  they  may  find  red,  than  it  is  that  the  un« 
righteous  fliall  not  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God.  So  that 
every  inftance  of  voluntary  fin,  muft  throw  back  the  be- 
liever (at  leall  as  to  his  own  fentiments)  into  his  former 
ftate,  till  he  be  again  refiored  by  faith  and  repentance. 

From  this  I  think  it  evidently  appears,  that  the  motive 
of  the  danger  of  fin  is  not  weakened,  but  hath  its  full  force 
upon  thofe  who  expeft  juftificationby  the  imputed  righte- 
oufnefs  of  Chrift.  And,  if  it  is  not  weakened,  it  muft  be 
ftrengthened  by  this  perfuafion,  fince,  as  I  have  Ihewn. 
above,  none  have  ib  deep  a  fenfe  of  the  obligation  of  the 
kw,  and  the  evil  of  fin,  and  by  confequence  none  can 
have  fb  great  a  fear  of  its  awful  ian^ion.  That  this  is 
s^reeable  to  Scripture,  might  be  (hewn  at  great  length, 
wher&  the  putting  their  right  to  the  favor  of  God  and  eter- 
nal life  more  and  more  beyond  all  doubt  and  queftion,  is 
recommended  to  believers  as  an  obje£l  of  their  care  and 
diligence.  Thus  fays  the  apoflle  to  the  Hebrews,  "  And 
"  we  defire  that  every  one  of  you  do  Ihew  the  fame  dili- 
**  gence,  to  the  full  aflurance  of  hope  unto  the  end.*'* 
And  tlie  apoftle  Peter,  after  a  long  enumeration  of  the 
graces  of  the  Chriftian  life,  fays,  *'  Wherefore  the  rather, 
^^  brethren,  give  diligence  to  make  your  calling  and  elec- 
"  tion  fure.''|  Nay,  the  fear  of  wrath  and  of  finally  pe- 
riibing,  is  reprefented  by  the  apoflle  Paul  himfelf,  as  one 
view  at  leaft,  which  habitually  influenced  his  own  con- 
du6t  *.  *^  But  I  keep  under  my  body,  and  bring  it  into  fub- 
"  je&ion,  left  that  by  any  means  when  I  had  preached 
"  to  others,  I  myfelf  fhould  be  a  caft-away.'^J 

In  the  fourth  place,  Thofe  who  expeO;  juftification  by 
the  imputed  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  have  the  higheft  fenfe 
of  the  purity  and  holinefs  of  the  divine  nature ;  and  there- 
fi)re  muft  be  under  an  habitual  convi£tion  of  the  neceflity 
of  purity,  in  order  to  fit  them  for  his  prefence  and  eojoy- 
meiit.     If  this  doArine  in  its  main  defign,  or  by  any  of 

♦Hcb.  VI.  !!•    t  a  Pet.  i.  10.     \  \  Cor.  ix.  a;. 
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its  eflfential  parts>  had  a  tendency  to  reprefent  God  (I  will 
not  fay  as  delisting  in  fin,)  but  as  eafy  to  be  pacified  to- 
wards  it,  paffing  it  by  with  little  notice,  and  punifliing  it 
but  very  (lightly,  there  might  be  fome  pretence  for  draw- 
ing the  conclufion  complained  of  from  it.  For  I  think  it 
may  be  allowed  as  a  maxim,  that  as  is  the  God,  fo  are  his 
worfliippers,  if  they  ferve  him  in  earneft.  Whatever 
views  they  have  of  the  objeft  of  their  efteem  and  worihip, 
they  will  endeavor  to  form  themfelves  to  the  fame  charac- 
ter. But  if,  on  the  contrary,  this  doftrine  preferves  the 
purity  of  God  entire ;  nay,  if  it  gives  us  flill  more  ftrong, 
awful  and  (Iriking  views  of  it ;  it  can  never  encourage 
fuch  as  believe  it  in  the  praftice  of  fin. 

But  that  this  is  the  cafe  with  all  fuch  as  believe  and  un- 
derftand  the  dodkrine  of  juftification  by  the  imputed  righte- 
oufnefs  of  Chrift,  may  be  demonftrated  in  the  cleared 
manner.  It  might  indeed  be  fliewn,  from  a  great  variety 
of  arguments  founded  upon  the  mediation  of  Chrift  :  at 
prefent  I  (hall  mention  but  two,  the  propriety  of  which, 
and  their  relation  to  the  fubjeft  in  hand,  every  one  muft 
immediately  perceive.  In  the  firil  place,  That  Chrift  be- 
hoved to  fufFer  by  divine  appointment  for  the  expiation 
of  fin,  is  not  only  equal  with,  but  ftronger  than,  all  other 
evidences  of  the  purity  of  God  and  his  abhorrence  of  fin, 
It  is  an  event  of  the  moft  ftriking  and  aftonifliing  nature, 
every  refleftion  upon  which  overwhelms  the  mind,  diat 
the  eternal  and  only  begotten  fon  of  God  fliould  aflume 
the  likenefs  of  finfulflefli  and  ftand  in  the  room  of  finners : 
even  though  the  merited  punifliment  had  been  inflifted 
upon  the  offenders  themfelves,  it  would  not  have  been  fuch 
a  proof  of  the  purity  of  God.  Here,  evpn  when  he  is  in- 
clined  to  mercy,  its  exercife  is  obUrufled  till  juftice  is  fa- 
tisfied.  Can  any  one  confider  this  without  being  deeply 
convinced,  that  he  is  a  God  "  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold 
*'  iniquity,"  and  with  whom  unrighteoufnefs  can  have  no 
communion  ?  Will  any,  after  fuch  views,  hope  for  his  fa- 
vor, while  they  retain  the  love  of  fin,  or  cxpedl  to  dwell  in 
his  prefence,  while  they  continue  ftained  with  its  pollution. 

The  fame  thing  muft  alio  carry  convincing  evidence 
wiUi  it,  that  to  fuppofe  Chrift  to  have  bought  an  impunity 
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tot  finners,  and  procured  them  a  licence  to  offend,  is  felf. 
contradidory,  and  altogether  inconfiftent  with  the  wifdom 
and  uniformity  of  the  divine  government :  that  he  never 
could  hate  fin  fo  much  before,  and  love  it  after  the  fuffer- 
ings  of  Chrift  ;  that  he  could  not  find  it  neceflary  to  pu- 
nifli  it  fo  feverely  in  the  furety,  and  yet  afterwards  love 
and  bear  with  it  in  thofe  for  whom  that  furety  fatisfied. 
Not  only  may  this  be  clearly  eftablifhed  by  reafon  and 
argument,  but  it  muft  be  immediately  felt  by  every  one 
who  fees  the  neceffity  of  the  atonement  of  their  Redeemer, 
They  will  be  fo  far  from  taking  a  liberty  to  fin,  that  on 
the  contrary,  they  will  be  ready  to  cry  out,  "  Who  can 
'*  (land  before  this  holy  Lord  God  ?'**     Accordingly  we 
fliali  find  in  experience,  that  none  are  more  ready  to  call 
in  queftion  the  integrity  of  their  own  charafter,  none  more 
ready  to  fear  the  effefts  of  the  fins  that  cleave  to  them,  as 
unfitting  them  for  the  divine  prefence,  than  fuch  as  truft 
folely  in  the  merits  of  Chrift  fortheir  acceptance  with  God. 
TTie  fecond  thing  I  propofed  to  mention  in  the  doQrine 
of  Chrift's  mediation,  which  Ihews  the  purity  of  the  di- 
vine nature,  is  our  continued  approach  to  God  by  him  as  an 
interceflbr  and  advocate.     It  contributes  to  keep  conti- 
nually upon  our  minds  a  fenfe  of  the  divine  holinefs  and 
purity,  and  of  our  own  unworthinefs,   that  we  are  not 
permitted  to  approach  him  but  by  the  interceffion  of  ano- 
ther.    Such  a  condufl:  in  human  affairs,  properly  ferves 
to  (hew  dignity  and  greatnefs  on  the  one  part,  diftance 
and  unworthinefs  on  the  other.     The  fame  conduft  then 
in  God  towards  us,  doth  it  not  convince  us,  that  he  muft 

*  It  is  a  certain  fadl,  that  the  number  of  pcrfons  under  diQrefs  of 
mind  by  perplexing  doubts,  or  aBxious  fears,  concerning  their  future 
(late,  is  incomparably  greater  aniongft  the  friends  than  the  enemies  of 
this  dodrlnc.  By  this  I  do  not  at  all  mean  that  either  their  doubts 
are  dutiful,  or  their  fears  defirable.  Such  a  (late  is  to  be  looked  upon 
IS  the  fruit  of  their  own  weaknefs  and  imperfedion,  and  as  a  chaftife- 
ment  ftx>in  a  wife  and  gracious  God,  either  more  immediately  for  cor* 
reding  their  ftns,  or  for  the  trial,  illuftration  and  perfe£liog  of  their 
gi-ace  and  virtue ;  but  its  being  more  common  among  thofe  who  be- 
lieve in  Chris's  imputed  righteoulhefs,  than  others,  is  a  pla'ui' proof 
that  thi^  doiflrine  docb  not  naturally  tend  to  infpire  any  with  an  unholy 
boldael'«7  or  a  Tccure  and  liotbful  prcfumptlon* 
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be  fanflified  of  all  therxi  that  draw  near  to  him  ?  And 
w  hild  ic  makes  imputed  righteournefsdie  coDciition,  plainly 
ihows  the  nccciTity  of  inherent  holinefs,  as  a  qiialilication 
in  our  approaches  to  his  throne.  Suppofe  an  earthly 
prince  were  to  be  addrcffed  by  two  different  perfons,  one 
who  thought  he  had  a  title  upon  his  own  merit  to  make 
an  immediate  application,  and  another  who  could  not  ap*. 
proach  him  without  one  nearly  related  to  him,  and  in  high 
tdvor  at  court,  to  procure  his  admiffion,  and  to  back  bis 
requeft ;  which  of  thelirwould  probably  be  moll  refpe£lful 
to  his  fovereign,  and  moll  folicitous  to  avoid  giving  of. 
fence  by  hiscondud?  Surely  the  latter;  and  fo  it  is 
always  with  the  humble,  mortified  believer,  who  •'  counts 
*'  all  things  but  lofs  for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge 
••ofChrillJefus."* 

In  the  tifih  place,  Thofe  who  expeft  jufiification  by 
t?^e  imputed  righteoufnefs  of  Chriil,  muft  be  induced  to 
obedience,  in  the  ilrongeft  manner,  by  the  liberal  and  in- 
genuous motive  of  gratitude  and  thankfulnefs  to  God. 
That  it  is  the  native  and  genuine  exprellion  of  gratitude 
to  God,  to  live  a  pure  and  holy  life,  I  fuppofe  will  hardly 
be  denied  ;  at  lealK  this  the  Scriptures  reprefent  as  plea- 
ling  him,  ferving  him,  doing  his  will,  honoring  him.  It  is 
io^iced  extremely  difficult  to  conceive  howGod,all-mightyy 
and  alMufficicnt,  fhould  be  at  all  affedted  with  our  con- 
duct, eidier  goal  or  bad ;  it  feems  to  be  improper  to  lay, 
that  he  can  be  pleafed  or  difplcafed  with  our  aflions,  or 
that  he  hath  «ny  intcreft  at  iiake.  Nothing,  to  be  fure, 
can  be  more  weak  and  impotent,  than  the  injuries  offer- 
ed, or  the  allaults  made  upon  him  by  created  beings.  As 
his  nature  is  without  variablcnefs  or  fliadow  of  turning. 
To  his  happincfs  is  fuch,  as  can  neitlier  be  increafed  nor 
impaired-  And  yet,  in  this  way,  he  himfcH  had  taught 
us  to  conceive  of  die  matter,  that  holinefs  is  not  only  an 
imitation  of  hischamtler,  but  obedience  to  his  will ;  and 
its  contrary  a  tranfgrcffion  of  his  law.  Thefe  have  been 
the  fcniiments  of  all  nations  without  exception  ;  and  af- 
ur  the  uimoll  cffoiLs  wc  can  make  to  exempt  him  in  our 

*  I'hil.  iii.  8. 
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minds  from  all  human  paffions  or  jiffedions,  of  joy,  anger, 
or  difpleafure,  we  cannot  help  confidcf  ing  it  ftill  as  proper 
to  fay,  fuch  a  courfe  of  life  is  agreeable,  and  fuch  another 
is  difpleafing  to  God,  and  will  provoke  his  wrath. 

Is  not  gratitude  then  a  principle  of  adlion  that  will  be 
powerful  and  operative?  Mankind  in  general  bear  wit- 
ncfs  to  this,  as  they  have  agreed  in  all  ages  to  brand  in- 
gratitude  with  the  blacked  mark  of  infamy,  and  to  reckon 
it  among  the  moil  atrocious  of  crimes.  And  indeed  we 
find  by  experience,  that  it  is  comparatively  ftronger,  for 
the  moft  part,  than  the  oppofite  motives  of  force  or  fear. 
There  is  a^  fort  of  natural  tendency  in  man  to  refift  vio* 
lence  and  refufe  fubmiffion  to  authority,  whilft  they  may 
be  won  by  favors,  and  melted  to  thankfulnefs  and  grati* 
tude  by  kindnefs  and  love :  at  leafr,  this  may  be  applied 
pcrfeftly  to  the  prefent  cafe,  where  the  bare  outward  per- 
formance (which  may  indeed  be  the  efFeil  of  fear)  will  not 
be  accepted  without  the  inclination  of  the  will.  A  flaviflt 
dread  both  leffens  the  degree  and  debafes  the  nature  of  th^t 
obedience  we  might  effay  to  perform.  This  is  an  uni- 
verfal  principle ;  and,  in  particular,  while  the  law  of  God 
ftands  in  its  force  and  rigor,  as  a  covenant  of  works, 
threatening  death  without  hope  of  mercy  againft  every 
tranfgreffion,  it  begets  a  defpondent  floth,  and  at  beft  ferves 
only  to  difcover  our  fin  and  mifery  ;  nay,  as  the  apoftle 
Paul,  ftrongly  and  juftly  rcafons,  it  renders  our  corrupt 
afiedlions  more  inflamed  and  violent  by  reftraint ;  *  **  Nay, 
**  I  had  not  known  fin,  but  by  the  law ;  for  I  had  not, 
"  known  luft,  except  the  law  had  faid,  Thou  flialt  not 
"  covet,''  &c. 

But  let  us  now  complete  this  argument,  by  (hewing, 
Aat  a  believer  in  Chrift  is  under  the  ftrongeft  obligations, 
from  gratitude,  to  do  the  will  of  God.  And  how  many 
confiderations  concur  in  fhewing  this  ?  The  unfjjeakable 
greatnefs  of  the  bleffings  he  receives,  no  lefs  than  deli- 
verance from  everlafting  mifery  and  anguifli,  and  a  right 
toeverlafting  glory  and  happinefs. — The  infinite  andaf- 
fefting  condeicenfion  of  the  great  and  glorious  Giver, 

^  Rom.  vii.  7. 
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who,  in  mercy  to  thofc  who  could  not  profit  him  at  all, 
but  on  the  contrary,  had  highly  provoked  him,  laid  help 
for  them  upon  one  who  is  mighty  to  fave. — The  aRoniih- 
ing  means  employed  in  this  defign,  viz.  God's ''  not  fi)aring 
*'  even  his  own  Son,  but  deliveiing  him  up  for  us  all/* 
Well  might  the  apoftle  John  fay,  **  *  God  SO  loved  the 
**  world,  thai  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  diat  whofo- 
"  ever  believtth  in  him,  (liould  not  perifli,  but  have  ever- 
**  lafting  life." — But,  above  all,  the  fcnfc  which  he  him- 
felf  hath  of  his  mifery  and  wretchedncfs.  Nothing  can 
be  more  dreadful  than  the  apprehenfions  which  a  con- 
vinced finner  hath  of  his  own  ftate :  what,  and  how  (Irong 
then  mull  his  feufe  of  gratitude  be,  to  him  who  hath 
given  his  Son,  and  to  him  who  has  given  himfelf,  for  the 
purchafe  of  his  pardon?  With  what  carneftnefs  will 
he  feek  after,  and  with  what  cheerfulnefs  will  he  em- 
brace every  opportunity  of  teftifying  his  thankfulnefs  ? 
Will  not  the  name  of  his  Redeemer  be  precious,  even, 
"  as  ointment  poured  fortli  ?*'  his  laws  delightful  to  him, 
and  his  honor  dear  ? 

It  is  proper  to  obferve  here,  that  the  fingle  view  of  the 
bleffings  of  divuie  goodnefs,  which  mull  have  the  flrongeft 
influence  in  leading  us  to  a  grateful  refentment  of  them^ 
•is  peculiar  to  fuch  as  expect  jufiification  through  the  im- 
puted righleoufnefs  of  Chrift ;  viz.  their  being  of  free  un- 
merited grace  and  mercy.  For,  though  there  are  clafTcs 
of  Chriftians  who  pretend  to  difclaim  the  belief  of  any 
merit  in  man,  it  would  be  no  difficult  matter  to  flicw,  that 
there  are  none  who  do  not,  by  their  profefled  principles, 
or  their  ufual  language,  fuppofe  it,  excepting  thofe  dcf- 
cribed  in  the  beginning  of  this  difcourfe.  And  fuch  not 
only  believe  his  mercy  to  be  unmerited,  but  that  they  have 
jafily  deferved  his  wrath  and  indignation,  nay,  and  tliat 
they  continually  do  fo,  even  in  their  bed  ftate  ;  their  pureft 
and  holieft  aftions  having  fuch  fins  attending  them,  or  fuch 
a  mixture  and  alloy  of  unholinefs  and  impurity  in  them, 
as,  if  they  were  weighed  in  fhe  exadt  balance  of  juftice, 
would  be  fufficient  to  procure  their  total  rejection. 

*  John  iii»  i6« 
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In  how  ftrong  a  light  is  this  reprefented  by  the  facred 
writers ;  and  how  powerful  does  its  operation  appear  to 
be  upon  themfelves  ?  They  feem  penetrated  and  poffeft 
with  a  fenfe  of  the  love  of  Ghrift,  and  of  God  in  him,  as 
having  finners  for  its  objeft.  Thus  the  apoftle  Paul  rea- 
fons :  "  For  fcarcely  for  a  righteous  man  will  one  die,  yet, 
**  peradventure,  for  a  good  man  fome  would  even  dare  to 
**  die.  But  God  commendeth  his  love  towards  us,  in  that 
**  while  we  were  yet  finners  Chrift  died  for  us."*  And 
again,  **  If  when  we  were  enemies,  we  were  reconciled  to 
**  God  by  the  death  of  his  Son.^f — What  a  fenfe  of  the 
love  of  Ghrift  is  difcovered  by  the  two  following  paflages 
of  the  fame  apoftle !  "  That  Chrift  may  dwell  in  your 
**  hearts  by  feith ;  that  ye  being  rooted  and  grounded  in 
•*  love,  may  be  able  to  comprehend  with  all  faints,  what  is 
*'  the  breadth  and  length,  and  depth,  and  height ;  and  to 
**  know  the  love  of  Chrift,  which  paffeth  knowledge."  J 
The  other  is,  "  If  any  man  love  not  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
**  let  him  be  anathema,  Maranatha  ;"j|  than  which  no* 
thing  could  more  ftrongly  exprefs  his  own  fenfe  of  the 
€>bligation.  It  deferves  notice  alfo,  that  the  infpired  wri- 
tcrs  do  often  reprefent  it  as  one  of  the  ftrongeft  arguments 
againft  fin,  that  it  is  a  reproach  and  dilhonor  brought  upon 
our  Redeemer  and  Lord,  **  For  many  walk,  of  whom  I 
'•^  have  told  you  often,  and  now  tell  you  even  weeping, 
**  that  they  arc  enemies  of  the  crofs  of  Chrift.  ^f  Seeing 
**  they  crucify  to  themfelves  the  Son  of  God  afrefb,  and 
"  put  him  to  an  open  ftiame/'** 

I  muft  again  here,  as  on  a  former  branch  of  the  fub- 
jcft,  obferve,  That,  no  doubt,  fuch  arguments  as  thefe,  will 
have  little  or  no  elFedl  upon  thofe  who  have  but  an  im- 
perfeft  belief  of  them,  which  it  is  to  be  feared,  is  the  cafe 
with  not  a  few  who  go  under  the  name  of  Chriftian.  But 
is  it  not  very  evident,  that  they  muft  have  the  ftrongeft 
imaginable  influence  upon  all  fuch  as  are  afluated  t^  a 
fively  faith  in  the  doctrine  of  redemption  ?  Tliey  niuft  fee 
themfelves  indebted  to  the  undeferved  mercy  and  love  of 

•  Rom.  V.  7,  S.         t  RoTTi.  V.  10.  \  Eph.  iii.  17.  i3«  19. 

11  I  Cor.  xvi.  22.      ^  Phil.  ui.  i9*      **  Heb.  yi.  6. 
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God  for  favors  of  infinite  value,  and  therefore  moft  oer^i 
tainly  endeavor  to  exprefs  their  gratitude  by  an  entire  con* 
fecration  of  their  lives  to  their  bene(a£lor*s  fervice. 

This  leads  me  to  obferve  in  the  6th  and  laft  plaee^ 
That  thofe  who  expe£t  juftification  by  the  imputed  rif^te^ 
oufnefs  of  Chrift,  muft  be  poflefled  of  a  fupreme  or  fuper- 
lative  love  to  Ood,  which  is  not  only  the  fource  and  princi-^ 
pie,  but  the  very  fum  and  fubftance,  nay,  the  perfe^on  of 
holinefs.  That  thofe  who  believe  in,  and  hope  to  be  ac<* 
cepted«  and  finally  faved,  through  the  imputed  righteout 
nefs  of  Chrift,  muft  be  poffefled  of  a  fupreme  love  to  God, 
appears  from  what  hath  been  already  faid  upon  the  fuk 
je^  of  gratitude.  Love  is  the  moft  powerful  means  of 
begetting  love.  *^  Thus  (ays  the  apoftle  John,  *^  We  have 
^'  known  and  believed  the  love  that  God  hath  unto  us ; 
*•  God  is  love.*'*  And  a  little  after,  "  We  love  him  be- 
^^  caufe  he  firft  loved  us.''f  The  infinite  and  unfpeakable 
mercies  which  he  hath  beftowed  on  us,  with  all  the  circum- 
ftances  attending  them,  the  means  and  manner  of  their 
conveyance,  which  have  been  hinted  at  above,  muft  ne« 
ceflarily  excite  the  moft  ardent  love  in  return,  and  every 
proper  expreffion  of  it.  This  is  their  immediate  and  na» 
tural,  nay,  this  is  their  neceflary  and  unavoidable  e£Ee£L 
"  For  the  love  of  Chrift  conftraineth  us,  becaufe  we  thus 
"  judge,  that  if  one  died  for  all,  then  were  all  dead ;  and 
'•  that  he  died  for  all,  that  they  which  live  ftiould  not 
^^  henceforth  live  unto  diemfelves,  but  unto  him  which  died 
"  for  them,  and  rofe  again. ''J 

If  any  fliall  think  proper  to  affert.  That  favors  beftowed 
are  not  to  be  confidered  as  the  true  and  formal  caufes  of 
love,  but  the  excellence  and  amiable  qualities  of  the  ob- 
ject. Thus,  for  example,  fuppofmg  any  perfon  of  a  cha- 
rafter  juftly  hateful  in  itfelf,  from  caprice,  felf-intereft  or 
any  other  finifter  motive,  to  beftow  many  fignal  favora 
upon  another,  the  beneficiary  might  receive  and  delight 
in  tlie  favors,  without  efteeming,  nay,  even  when  he  could 
not  efteem  Uie  giver.  If  this  is  confidered  as  an  objec- 
tion againft  what  I  have  juft  now  fsiid,  and  the  conclu* 

*  I  John  iv.  x6.        ^  i  John  iv.  19.        \  %  Cor.  v.  14. 
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fivenefs  of  the  ailment  to  be  founded  upon  it ;  I  offer 
the  two  following  anfwersto  it.  ift,  That  in  the  ac- 
count given  in  Scripture  of  the  redemption  of  the  world 
fajr  the  fubftitution  of  a  Saviour,  and  the  juftification  of 
finners  by  the  imputed  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  there  is  the 
brighteft  difplay  of  all  the  divine  perfe£lions.  The  aU 
mi^ty  power,  the  unfearchable  wifdom,  the  boundlefs 
ipolnefs,  the  inflexible  juftice,  and  inviolable  truth  of 
God,  fhine  in  this  great  defign,  with  united  fplendor* 
Every  attribute,  that  can  in  reafon  claim  our  veneration 
and  efteem,  as  well  as  our  thankfulnefs  and  gratitude,  is 
here  to  be  feen.  Even  the  perfedlions  of  juftice  and 
mercy  (which  I  will  not  call  jarring  attributes,  as  fome 
too  harihly  do,  but)  which  feem  to  reftrain  and  limit  each 
other  in  their  exercife,  are  jointly  illuflrated,  and  fhinc 
more  brightly  by  their  union,  than  they  could  have  done 
ieparately ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  the  purity  and  holi- 
nefs  of  the  Divine  Nature,  which  is  the  fum  of  them  all, 
is  deeply  imprtfled  upon  the  mind*  So  that  here  is  eve* 
17  thing  that  can  produce  love ;  worth  and  excellence  to 
merit  it,  love  and  kindnefs  to  excite  and  raife  it.  From 
this  it  evidently  appears,  that  he  who  believes  in  the  im- 
paled righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  muft  have  a  fuperlative  lovo 
oCGod. 

But  adly,  Left  it  ihould  be  faid,  that  many  have  not 
this  view  of  the  do&rine  in  queftion,  as  honorable  to  God, 
and  reprefentinghim  in  an  amiable  light,  but  the  contra- 
ty ;  I  obferve,  that  there  muft  have  been  a  difcovery  of 
the  glory  of  God,  as  Ihining  in  this  plan  of  falvation,  to 
all  who  cordially  embrace  it.  Nothing  elfe  could  induce 
them  to  do  fo.  If  its  enemies  do  not  lee  this,  and  there- 
fore fet  themfelves  againft  it ;  this  confirms  the  different 
and  honorable  fentiments  entertained  by  its  friends ;  fo 
Chat  even  fuppofing  (what  we  will  never  grant)  that  this 
view  of  the  amiablenefs  of  the  Divine  Nature,  as  repre- 
fimted  in  the  gofpel,  were  not  well  founded ;  yet,  doubt^p 
lefs  it  is  the  view  of  thofe  ^^  who  count  all  things  but  lofs 
••for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,"*  and 
glory  in  nothing  but  his  crofs. 

•  Phil,  ill*  8* 
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The  truth  b,  notwithftanding  any  caviiling  objeftions 
that  may  be  nufed  againft  it,  many  favors  received  by  one 
to  whom  they  are  abfolutely  neceflary,  and  by  whom  they 
are  infinitely  prized,  mud  naturally  and  neceflarily  pro- 
duce  love.  This  will  be  reckoned  a  firft  principle,  by 
every  unprejudiced  mind  ;  and  it  is  always  fuppofed  in 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  where  the  faints  are  reprefented  as 
under  the  habitual  and  powerful  impreifion  of  love  to  God, 
for  his  love  to  them  mahifefted  in  their  redemption. 
Thus  fays  the  apoRle  Paul,  ^^  For  I  am  perfuaded  that  nei- 
**  ther  death,  nor  life,  nor  angels,  nor  principalities,  nor 
^^  powers,  nor  things  prefent,  nor  things  to  come,  nor 
*^  heighth,  nor  depth,  nor  any  creature,  fhall  be  able  to 
"  feparate  us  from  the  love  of  God,  which  is  in  Chrift 
*'  Jcfus  our  Lord," 

Now,  is  there  any  thing  more  neceflary  to  fliow,  that 
thofe  who  believe  and  truft  in  the  imputol  righteoufnefs 
of  Chritt  mull  be  holy  in  their  lives,  than  their  being  un- 
der  the  influence  of  a  fupreme  love  to  God  ?  Is  not  this 
the  firft  and  great  commandment  of  the  law,  "  Thou  Ihalt 
"  love  the  Lord  thy  God,  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all 
♦*  thy  foul,  and  with  all  thy  mind  ?"*  Is  not  this  a  never- 
failing  fource  of  univerfal  obedience  ?  as  they  love  God, 
will  they  not  love  their  brethren  alfo :  the  very  worft  of 
men,  becaufe  they  are  the  creatures  of  God  ?  and  the 
righteous  more  efpecially,  becaufe  they  are  his  faints,  his 
chofenones  ?  Can  they  love  God  fupremely,  and  yet  vo- 
luntarily  difpleafe  him,  breaking  his  commandments,  or 
refifting  his  defigns  ?  We  know  that  love  hath  a  quite  dif- 
ferent efTefl:,  in  every  other  and  inferior  inftance,  endear- 
ing  to  us  every  thing  related  to  the  perfon  who  poflefles 
our  efteem  and  affeftion ;  how  then  can  it  be  fuppofed  fo 
prepofterous  in  this  fmgle  cafe,  when  it  is  fixed  on  the 
greatell  and  the  beft  of  objefts  ? 

It  is  a  received  maxim.  That  there  can  be  no  true  love 
where  there  is  not  fome  likenefs  and  conformity  of  nature 
and  difpofition  to  the  objc£l  beloved,  and  an  enileavor 
after  more.    And  this  is  a  maxim  that  will  in  no  cafe 

*  Mattbe  xxii.  37. 
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hold  more  mBiUibly,  than  in  moral  fubjeds.  It  is  impof- 
fiblc  that  we  can  love  purity,  if  ourfelves  arc  impure ;  nay^ 
it  is  even  impoflible  that  we  can  underftand  it.  Though  \ 
an  unholy  perfon  may  have  a  very  penetrating  genius  and 
capacity,  may  think  acutely,  and  perhaps  reafon  juftly 
upon  many,  or  mod  of  the  natural  attributes  of  Goid,  he 
can  neither  perceive  nor  admire  his  moral  excellence* 
Inftead  of  perceiving  the  glory  of  God  as  infinitely  holy, 
he  hates,  and  fets  himfelf  to  oppofe  this  part  of  his  cha- 
ra^er,  or  to  fubilitute  fomething  quite  different  in  its 
room.*  Or,  if  we  can  fuppofe  him  able,  or  frojn  any 
particular  reafon  inclined,  to  tell  the  truth,  as  to  what  God 
is,  he  can  never  difceni  or  feel  his  glory  or  beauty  in  be- 
ing fuch.  For  why,  he  himfelf  is  unholy  :  that  is*to  fay, 
in  other  words  he  fupremely  loves,  and  hath  his  af- 
feftions  habitually  fixed,  upon  fqmething  that  is  not  God, 
fomething  that  is  contrary  to  God's  nature,  and  a  breach 
of  his  law. 

Let  us  continue  to  refleft  a  few  moments  upon  this 
fubjeft,  which  is  of  great  importance,  varying  a  little  the 
light  in  which  it  is  viewed.  I^t  us  confider  what  is  meant 
by  a  fupreme  and  fuperlative  love  to  God.  Thefe  words 
muft  have  a  meaning.  It  is  not  a  fupreme  love  of  a  cer- 
tain nature,  or  perfon,  called  God,  whom  no  man  hath 
feen,  and  of  whom  we  know  no  more  but  the  name.  In 
this  cafe  the  old  maxim  would  hold,  ^'  Ignoti  nulla 
"  cupido ;"  there  can  be  no  affef  lion,  of  either  love  or 
hatred,  towards  an  objeft  wholly  unknown.  A  fupreme 
love  of  God  therefore,  were  it  really  hath  place  in  any 

•  This  is  the  true  reafon  why  many  fo  warmly  oppofe  God's  vin- 
dictive juftice,  and  that  in  the  face  of  many  awful  examples  of  it, 
even  in  the  prefent  partial  and  iiiiperfe«Sl  difpenfation.  'J'hat  there 
are  many  marks  of  God's  difplcafure  againft  Co,  even  in  that  part  of 
his  government  which  is  at  prefent  fubjcAed  to  our  view,  and  alfo 
dilVmd  waniingi  of  a  (toiler  reckoning  to  come,iaiouId  think,  might 
be,  to  an  impartial  perfon,  paf\  all  doubt ;  and  yet,  this  is  derided  and 
denied  by  many,  merely  bccaufe  they  can  never  think  that  a  perfec- 
tion in  the  Divine  Nature,  for  which  they  have  no  love  or  edeem  in 
their  own  hearts.  All  who  love  God,  then  inuft  be  like  him ;  and 
even  thofe  who  will  not  be  what  he  really  is,  arc  always  ftrongly  in- 
cl'med,  atleail,  to  fuppofe  hira  what  they  therofelves  are. 
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heart,  muft  mean  the  love  of  achara£ter  infome  meafura 
underdood,  though  not  fully  comprehended.  In  fhort, 
according  to  the  Scriptures,  it  is  a  fupreme  love  of  die 
fource  and  pattern  of  moral  excellence,  of  a  being  of  in- 
fuiite  holinefs  and  purity,  with  whom  ^<evil  cannot  dwell.** 
Is  not  this,  in  truth  and  reality,  the  love  of  holinefs  itfelf, 
the  fupreme  love  of  it  ?  Can  we  love  holinefs  then,  and 
not  afpire  after  it  ?  can  we  love  it  and  not  endeavor 
topradife  it  ?  nay,  can  we  love  it,  and  not  pofTefs  it  ?  can 
we  love  holinefs  fupremely,  and  live  in  fin  habitually? 
it  is  the  grofieft  contradidion,  the  moil  abiblute  impofli. 
bility.  There  is  then  a  diametrical  oppofition  between 
the  love  of  God,  and  the  fervice  of  fin.  To  fuppofe  them 
confident,  would  be  fufipofing,  that  the  tendency  of  the 
lieart  and  affttflions  might  be  oppofite  to  the  courfe  of  the 
life,  or  fupremely  fixed  upon  two  things  mutually  deilruc- 
tive  to  each  oth^r ;  on  the  contrary,  our  Saviour  juftly 
affirms,  that  ^^  no  man  can  ferve  two  mafters ;  for  either 
^^  he  will  hate  the  one,  and  love  the  other ;  or  elfe  he  will 
^  hold  to  the  one,  and  defplfe  the  other.  Ye  cannot  ferve 
**  God  and  mammon."* 

Once  more.  Is  not  the  love  of  God,  I  mean,  the  fa- 
preme  love  of  God,  prccifcly  what  is  meant  by  holinefs  ? 
It  is  not  only  an  evidence  of  it,  not  only  a  fource  of  it,  not  - 
only  an  important  branch,  but  the  fum  and  perfeAion  of 
it.  For  what  is  fm  in  the  heart,  of  which  all  evil  actions 
are  but  the  firuitsand  expreffions,  and  from  which  they  de* 
live  their  malignity  and  contrariety  to  the  divine  will  ? 
Is  it  not  the  love  and  purfuit  of  inferior  objects  on  their 
own  account,  and  giving  them  that  place  in  our  a£Fe£tions 
which  is  due  only  to  God  ?  All  fins  of  whatever  kind, 
may  be  eafily  reduced  to  this,  and  fhouTi  to  be  nothing 
elfe,  but  the  alienation  and  edrangement  of  our  heart  and 
aiFe£tions  from  God,  to  whom  alone  they  are  due :  which 
fo  far  as  it  prevails,  neceflarily  occafions  a  mifapplication 
of  every  faculty  of  our  minds,  and  of  every  member  of 
our  bodies,  and  thus  a  rebellion  of  the  whole  man.  But 
whoever  loves  God  above  all,  and  places  his  chief  happt- 
nels  and  delight  in  him,  is  truly  holy ;  not  only  will  be 

•  Matth.  vi.  24. 
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fo  IS  the  effe6l,  but  really  19  fo,  by  the  pofTefllon  of  this  (lif^ 
pofition.  In  proportion  as  this  love  Is  increafed  and 
firengthened,  bis  fanflification  is  carried  on  ;  and  when 
it  is  complete  and  triumphant,  entirely  free  from  the  mix- 
ture of  any  bafer  pafEon,  he  is  perfed  in  holinefs. 

It  may  probably  occur  to  fome  readers,  that  this  rea- 
foning  will  not  accord  with  the  accounts  given  by  many 
modems  of  the  nature  and  foundation  of  virtue.  Some 
found  it  upon  the  prefent  prevailing  tendency  of  our  own 
difpofitions,  and  make  it  point  dire£Uy  and  immediately 
at  our  own  happinefs ;  others  found  it  upon  our  connec- 
tions with  our  felbw-creatures  in  this  ilate,  and  make  it 
confiil  in  benevolence  of  heart,  and  beneficence  of  action ; 
pthers  again,  who  approach  nearer  the  truth,  but  without 
preciiion,  ftile  it  an  afting  towards  ever  objeft,  according 
to  reafon  and  the  nature  of  things,-  Upon  any  of  thefe 
fchemes,  the  connexion,  or  rather  coincidence^  above  al- 
ledged  between  the  love  of  God  and  virtue,  or  morj^i  ex- 
cellence,  does  not  fo  clearly  appear.  This  indeed  Teems 
to  me  the  great  defeat  of  thefe  accounts  of  the  nature  and 
foundation  of  virtue,  tliat  they  keep  our  relation  and  obli- 
gati(nis  to  Codat  adiftance  at  lead,  and  much  out  of  view. 
But  as  this  is  the  firft  commandment  of  the  law  which 
God  hath  revealed  to  man  for  his  obedience,  "  Thou 
"  ftialt  love  the  Lord  with  all  thy  heart,  with  all  thy 
"  firength,  and  with  all  thy  mind."  So  upon  a  fair  and 
juft  examination,  the  fupreme  love  of  God  will  be  found 
the  moft  confident  and  rational  account  of  the  nature  of 
virtue,  and  the  true  fource  from  which  all  other  virtues, 
that  are  not  fpurious,  mud  take  their  rife,  and  from  which 
they  derive  their  force  and  obligation :  it  is  founded  not 
only  upon  the  relation  of  creatures  to  their  Creator,  but 
on  the  inherent  excellence  of  tlie  Divine  Nature.  For 
fuppofing  (what  will  fcarcely  be  denied)  that  God  may  be 
at  idl  the  obje£t  of  our  edeem  and  love,  it  is  plain,  that 
we  ought  to  have  the  highed  edeem  for  the  highed  excel- 
lence, a  fupreme  love  for  what  is  infinitely  amiable ;  and 
if  our  afie£tions  do  in  any  meafure  prefer  what  is  Icfs  to 
what  is  more  worthy,  they  mud  be,  in  Uiat  proportion, 
wrong  and  mifplaced. 
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As  to  fome  of  the  phrafes  (for  they  are  no  more)  which 
come  into  repute  together,  or  in  fucceffion  one  after  ano- 
ther, to  exprefs  the  rife  and  foundation  of  virtue,  fuch  as  a 
fenle  of  beauty,  of  harmony,  of  order  and  proportion :  this 
is  no  explication  of  the  matter  at  all ;  it  is  only  transfer-, 
ring  tlie  language  ufed  with  refpetk  to  fenfible  obje^,  to 
ethics  or  morality,  in  which  it  mud  be  underftood  figura- 
tively. That  there  is  fome  analogy  between  thofe  fub- 
je£ls  and  morality,  may  be  eafily  confeffed ;  but  there  are 
few  different  fubje£ts  in  nature,  between  which  as  ftrong, 
or  a  ftronger  analogy  may  not  be  traced.  For  example, 
how  eafy  would  it  be  to  reduce  all  notions  of  morality, 
nay,  indeed  all  notions  of  beauty  in  painting,  or  harmony 
in  muftc,  to  truth  and  reality,  in  oppofitioa  to  folfhood  i 
WoUafton's  Religion  of  Nature  Delineated  is  an  example 
of  this,  in  which  he  refolves  die  morality,  or  immorality, 
of  every  afilion,  into  the  truth  or  felfhood  of  a  propofition. 
And,  whoever  reads  the  book  will,  I  dare  fay,  be  fenfible, 
that  it  is  juft  as  natural  and  proper,  as  a  certain  noble  au- 
thor's rhapfodies  upon  beauty  and  harmony.  In  lliort,  it 
were  eafy  to  ftiew,  that  none  of  the  accounts  given  of  the 
nature  of  virtue,  have  any  meaning,  truth  or  force  in 
them,  but  fo  far  as  they  are  founded  upon,  or  coincident 
with,  that  which  I  have  above  given  from  the  word  of 
God.* 

•  There  is  one  late  writer,  D^vid  Hume,  Efq.  who,  it  muPi  be  cop- 
felTcd,  haih  excelled  all  that  went  befoie  liim  in  an  exiraoidinarv  ac- 
count of  the  nature  of  virtue.  I  have  taken  mi  notice  above  cf  his 
principles,  if  they  may  be  called  fo,  b^caufc  I  think  both  him  and  them 
worthy  of  the  highefl  contempt ;  and  would  have  diiHained  to  have 
made  meution  of  his  name,  but  that  it  atr)rds  me  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
prelling  my  fenfc  of  the  wron;^  mealures  taken  by  many  worthy  and 
able  men,  who,  in  fcrmons  and  other  difcou'lcs,  give  grave  and  lerioug 
anfwers  to  his  writings.  As  to  himfclf,  that  man  mufl  be  bcyo;jd  the 
reach  of  conviAion  by  reafoning,  who  is  capable  of  fuch  an  infult  upon 
reafon  itfdf,  and  human  nature,  as  to  rank  all  natural  advantages,  men- 
tal and  corporeal,  among  the  virtues,  and  their  contraries  among  the 
vices.  Thus  he  hath  exprefsly  named  wit,  genius,  health,  clcanlinefs, 
taper  legs,  and  broad  flioulders,  among  his  virtues  ;  difeafes  he  alfo 
makes  vices;  and  confiHently  enough,  indeed,  takes  notice  of  the  in- 
tcAious  nature  of  fome  difeafes,  which,  I  fuppofe,  he  reckons  an  ag- 
gravation of  the  crime.    And,  as  to  laaiikiiid  ia  general,  if  they  were 
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Tbus  I  have  fliown,  that  thofe  who  believe  the  dodrine 
of  imputed  rig^teoufhefs  muft  be  moil  holy  in  their  lives ; 
that  the  obligations  to  obedience  are  not  weakened,  but 
firengtbened  and  confirmed  by  it  This  any  impartial 
perfon  may  be  convinced  of^  who  will  refled,  that  it  is 
hardly  poffible  to  conceive  an  obligation  to  duty,  oi  any 
kind,  which  may  not  be  reduced  to  one  or  other  of  thofe 
above-named :  and  if  I  am  not  millaken,  none  of  them 
can  operate  fo  Arongly  upon  any  other  fcheme,  as  that 
which  is  here  efpoufed,  and  which  is  fo  evidently  founded 
on  the  Scriptures  of  truth* 

There  is,  however,  one  general  confideration,  which  it 
would  be  wrong  to  omit,  in  fhewing  the  friendly  influence 
of  this  dodbine  upon  holinefs  of  life,  although  it  doth  not 
fo  properly  fall  under  the  notion  of  a  direct  pbligation ; 
that  is,  the  great  encouragement  given  in  it  to  the  fiudy 
of  purity  and  holinefs  by  the  profped  of  fuccefs.  Defpair 
of  fuccefs  cuts  the  iinews  of  diligence  in  every  enterprize. 
And  particularly  upon  the  fubje£t  of  religion,  nothing 
more  efie£tually  enervates  our  refolutions,  and  leads  to  a 
fullen,  defpondent  negle£t  of  duty,  than  an  opinion  that 
we  (hall  not  fucceed  in  attempting  it,  or  fliall  not  be  ac- 
cepted in  our  endeavors  after  it,  or  our  imperfefl  attaiu- 

9X.  that  pafs  as  to  need  a  refutation  of  fuch  nonfenfe,  as  well  as  impie- 
tv,  it  would  be  in  vain  to  reafon  with  them  at  all.  If  I  were  to  con- 
-  trive  an  anfwer  to  this  writer,  it  would  be  a  vifible,  indead  of  a  legible 
mfwer :  ic  would  be  lo  emi>loy  a  parnter  to  make  a  portrait  of  him 
from  the  life ;  to  encompafs  him  with  a  few  hieroglyphics,  which  it 
v«Kild  not  be  difficult  to  deviie  ;  to  infcribeupon  his  bread  thefc  words, 
HEALTH,  CLEANLINESS,  and  BROAD  SHOULDERS ;  and 
pot  the  fuUuwiug  fentence  in  his  mouth,  which  he  hath  adopted  from 
a  French  author,  '^  FEMALE  INFIDELITY  when  it  is  known  is  a 
**  Onall  oMCttfr,  and  when  it  1%.  not  known,  19  nothing."  This  would  be 
▼«ry  proper  when  applied  to  his  writings,  who,  a^vrdl  as  hi»  fiieaid  and 
coadjutoc  without  a  name,. makes  "  our  mod  important  realbnings  up- 
^  on  many  rub]Q£l&  to  refk  ultimately  up(m  fenle  and  feeling."  It  1% 
probable  fome  over  delicate  peifona  will  think  this  is  not  treating  hiui 
with  fufficieut  decency  ;  but  till  there  be  a  plan  agreed  upon,  of  the 
meaiurea  of  decency  due  from  infidela  toChriftians,  and  from  Chriflians 
0)  in€deU,  whcdier  be  does  not  defcjrve  far  worfe  treatment  from  anf 
who  believes  the  golpd,  L-leave  to  the  judgment  9f  tb^fe  wh^  will 
read  his  writings. 

Vol.  I.  K 
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merits  in  it.  But  the  doftrine  of  juflification  by  the  free 
grace  of  God,  '^  through  the  redemption  that  is  in  Chrift 
Jefus,"  gives  the  greateft  encouragement  to  all  who  will 
return  to  their  duty.  This  encouragement  naturally  di- 
vides itl'elf  into  two  branches:  ift,  Tlie  fure  hope  of  ac- 
ceptance through  Chrift.  2dly,  The  powerful  and  effec- 
tual aid  provided  for  them  in  the  Holy  Spirit,  which  he 
hath  purchafed,  and  beftows  for  their  fandlification. 

I  ft,  The  fure  hoi^e  of  acceptance  through  Chrift  Jefus. 
Although  fin  hath  greatly  blinded  the  minds  of  men,  there 
is  ftill  1q  much  of "  the  work  of  the  law  written  in  their 
hearts,*'  as  muft  make  them  fenfible  that  in  many  things 
they  oftend,  and  muft  give  them  ground  of  folicitude  and 
fear,  while  they  expe£t  to  be  juftified  by  their  own  merits. 
Accordingly  we  find,  that  except  the  groffeft  and  boldeft 
infidels,  of  which  fort  this  age  has  fumiftied  fome  ex- 
amples,* all  claflcs  of  men  confefs  themfelves  guilty  of 
many  fins,  faults,  or  iailings ;  fome  expreffing  themfelves 
in  a  rtronger,  and  fome  in  a  fofter  ftile,  according  to  the 
greater  or  lefler  degree  of  the  depravation  of  natural  con- 
fcience.  If  there  is  any  meaning  then  in  thefe  words, 
they  muft  be  liable  to  the  difpleafure  of  God  in  fome  re- 
fpecls,  for  w  hich  they  cannot  themfelves  atone  ;  and  muft 
therefore  labor  under,  ai  Icaft,  much  uncertainty,  as  to  their 
acceptance.  Tliis  muft  weaken  their  hands,  and  flacken 
thi'ir  diligence,  in  an  attempt  fo  precarious  in  its  iffue. 

Perhaps  fome  n.ay  fiiy,  that  this  is  only  levelled  againft 
thofe  who  deny  all  latisfa£tion,  or  all  ufe  of  the  merit  of 
C'-rift,  but  iK>t  a«:iiinft  thofe  who  expetl  to  be  juftified  by 
their  own  merit  fo  far  as  it  goes,  and  truft  in  their  Saviour 
for  making  up  what  is  wanting  in  themfelves.  But  of 
fuch  I  woukl  alk,  J^iOW  they  ftiall  be  fatisfied,  that  they 
have  gone  as  far  wiih  their  own  merit  as  is  requifite,  if 
there  is  any  ftrefs  to  be  laid  upon  it  at  all  ?  Will  they  fay, 
as  fome  fooliflily  do,  that  they  do  all  in  their  power,  and 

*  Vi<!e  EiTays  on  the  principles  of  morarity  and  natural  rclia^ion, 
1  hefe  c{rrt\s  CDr.cludc  \vi:h  an  addrcfs  to  ;hc  Supreme  Being  which 
contains  the  fclbwingf  words;  '<  What  mortals  term  iii),  thou  prc- 
**  nouiicefl  to  be  only  error;  for  moral  c\il  vai.illiCi,  in  ibroc  racai'urei 
«*  iiom  before  tliy  nii-rc  pcrltct  fi^hu" 
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truft  in  Chrift  for  fupplying  what  may  be  Hill  deficient  ? 
If  they  dare  refolutely  (land  to  this  plea  at  the  lad  day, 
when  God  (hall  judge  the  fecrets  of  all  hearts,  that  they 
have  done  all  in  their  power,  there  is  really  nothing  want- 
ing to  them ;  they  need  no  Saviour,  they  need  no  pardon. 
But  this  is  what  no  mere  man  that  ever  Jived  can  Iky  with 
truth.  So  that  upon  any  fcheme,  but  an  entire  reliance 
on  the  merits  of  Chrift  for  juftification  before  God,  there 
mull  flill  be  a  dreadful  uncertainty,  inconfiftent  with  that 
liberal  and  ingenuous  freedom  with  which  the  children  of 
God  love  and  ferve  him.  Thefe,  ftrongly  penetrated 
with  afenfeofduty  and  obligation,  deeply  humbled  under 
a  fcnfe  of  fin,  and  retting  on  the  perfect  atonement  made 
by  their  Saviour  and  fubftitute,  ferve  him  with  alacrity  and 
pleafure,  wearing  the  bonds  of  love.  And  knowing  the 
weakneis  of  their  beft  fervices  while  here,  they  long  for 
thatblefled  time  when  they  Ihall  be  made  perfeftly  holy, 
and  yet  fhall  forever  acknowledge  themfelves  indebted, 
for  their  place  in  heaven,  and  their  continuance  there,  to 
the  grace  of  God,  and  the  love  of  their  Redeemer. 

The  other  branch  of  the  encouragement  which  belie- 
vers in  Chrift  have  to  diligence  in  duty,  is  the  promife  of 
tlie  Holy  Spirit  to  lead  them  into  all  truth,  and  guide  them 
to  all  duty.  This  promife  is  exprefsly  made  to  behevers, 
and  their  feed  after  them,  in  every  age  of  the  church,  to 
the  end  of  the  world.  Thus  fays  the  apoftle  Peter, 
**  And  ye  ihall  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  ;  for  the 
•*  promife  is  to  you,  and  to  your  children,  and  to  all  that 
"  are  afar  off,  even  as  many  as  the  Lord  our  God  fhall 
**  call."*  And  it  is  to  this  plentiful  effufion  of  the  fpirit, 
that  the  prophets  afcribe  the  purity  and  profperity  of  the 
church  in  the  latter  days.  "  For  I  will  pour  water  upon 
"  him  that  is  thirfty,  and  6oods  upon  the  dry  ground  :  I 
"  will  pour  my  Spirit  upon  thy  feed,  and  my  bleffing  upon 
"  thine  offspring,  and  they  fhall  fpring  up  as  among  the 
"  grafs,  as  willows  by  the  water-courfes."| 

I  am  fenfible,  that  the  nature  and  form  of  the  argument 
doth  not  permit  me  at  once  to  fuppofe  the  truth  of  this, 

♦  A(fls  ii.  38.  39.        t  If»  xliv.  3,  4* 


8o  An  Essi^  on  Justificatim. 

and  to  make  ufe  of  the  direft  agency  and  eflfednal  opera- 
tion of  the  fpirit  of  God  to  prove  the  holinefs  of  faints. 
But  it  may  be  eafily  made  appear,  that  the  belief  and  per- 
fuafion  of  this  muft  have  the  (Irongeft  influence  in  anima* 
ting  their  own  endeavors.  What  more  proper  for  fucb  a 
purpofe  than  the  belief  of  an  almighty  aid,  certainly  to  be 
exerted  in  their  behalf?  Muft  not  this  invigorate  their 
powers,  and  preferve  them  from  finking  through  fear  of 
the  number  and  ftrength  of  their  adverfaries  ?  Nothing  but 
ignorance  of  themfelves  can  make  them  boaft  of  tbetr 
own  ftrength.  The  rcfult  of  experience  in  the  ftudy  of 
holinefs,  muft  be  a  humbling  convi^ion  of  the  force  of 
temptation,  and  ftrength  of  paffion  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  weaknefs  and  feeblenefs  of  human  reafonand  refolu- 
tion  on  the  other.  Muft  it  not  then  be  ofthe  greateft  ad- 
vantage  to  believers,  to  be  under  an  habitual  perfuafion  of 
the  prefence  and  operation  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  to  fanfli- 
fy  th^m  wholly  ?  Without  this  the  attempt  would  be  ab' 
together  vain ;  but  this  makes  the  exhortation  come  with 
peculiar  force  and  energy,  **  Work  out  your  own  falvari- 
*'  on  with  fear  and  trembling ;  for  it  is  God  that  worketh 
"  in  you  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  good  pleafure.'** 

It  will  be  a  fupport  to  the  prcfent  argument  to  obferve, 
that  fome  fenfe  ofthe  weaknefs  of  human  nature,  and  its 
inequality  to  any  thing  arduous  and  difficult,  fecms  to 
have  been  pretty  univerfal  in  every  country  and  in  eve- 
ry  age  of  the  world.  Thus  among  the  ancient  Heathens, 
of  whom  we  have  the  fuUeft  account,  all  great  enterprizes 
were  fuppofcd  to  be  undertaken  at  the  inftigation,  and  ex- 
ecuted by  the  affiftance  of  fome  fuperior  power.  Their  po. 
cts  always  gave  out,  that  themfelves  were  infpired,  and  their 
hero  direfted  by  fome  deity  ;  and  moderns  generally  fup- 
pofe,  that  the  very  imagination  of  this  had  no  fmall  influ- 
ence on  the  fuccefs  ofthe  attempt.  The  interpofition  of 
deities  was,  indeed,  fo  remarkable  in  the  moft  eminent  an- 
cient poets,  that  it  has  been  reckoned  a  branch  of  their  art, 
diftinguiftied  by  a  particular  name,  called  the  machinery, 
and  is  now  infeparably  joined,  at  leaft  to  one  fpccies  of 

•  Phil.  ii.  i2i  13. 
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poetry.  Nay,  it  was  a  pretty  general  belief  among  feme 
nations,  that  every  particular  perfon  had  an  angel,  fpirit 
or  genius,  to  whofe  care  he  was  committed,  who  afliAed 
him  in  difficulty,  and  protected  him  in  danger.  Does  not 
all  this  then  evidently  prove,  that  a  perfuafion  of  fupcrior 
aid  muft  have  the  moft  happy  influence  on  our  aftivity 
and  diligence  in  duty,  and  our  progrefs  in  holinefs  ?  Doth 
it  not  make  it  reafonable  to  expert,  that  thofe  who  trull 
to  nothing  better  than  their  own  ftrength,  will  be  propor* 
tionably  low  in  their  attempts,  and  deficient  in  their  fiic- 
cefs  ;  but  that  thofe  whofe  eyes  are  fixed  for  direflion 
upon  God,  and  who  live  in  a  continual  dependence  on  his 
grace,  will  become  truly  partakers  of  a  divine  nature  ? 

Now,  is  not  this  the  difiinguifhing  charafleriftic  of  the 
fcheme  of  redemption  by  free  grace,  that  it  gives  lefs  to 
man  and  more  to  God,  than  any  other  plan  ?  It  feems  in- 
deed particularly  to  point  at  this  very  defign  in  every  part 
of  it,  to  abafe  the  pride  of  man,  and  to  exalt  the  grace  of 
God.  Self-denial  is  the  firft  condition  of  the  gofpel,  and  a 
renunciation  of  all  felf-dependence  is  the  leflbn  continued 
through  the  whole.  **  Surely  in  the  Lord  have  I  righte- 
"  oofnefs  and  ftrength,''  may  be  called  the  motto  of  every 
Chriftian,  is  a  fhort  and  comprehenfive  fummary  of  his 
&itb,  and  the  great  foundation  of  his  hope  and  truft.  As 
then  it  has  been  (hewn,  that  he  is  habitually  inclined  to 
obedience,  with  what  alacrity  and  vigor  will  he  apply 
himfelf  to  his  duty,  fince  he  believes  that  Almighty  power 
is  confbntly  engaged  in  his  behalf;  and  that  however  un- 
able  he  may  be  of  himfelf,  for  any  thing  that  is  good,  yet 
a  thorough  and  effeAual  change  will  be  wrou^t  in  him 
by  divine  power  ?  What  a  firmnefs  and  fortitude  muft  be 
infpired  by  the  following  pafl'age  of  the  prophet  Ifaiah, 
and  other  promifes  in  the  fame  ftrain  ?  **  Haft  thou  not 
•*  known,  haft  thou  not  heard,  that  the  everlafting  God, 
"  the  Creator  of  the  ends  of  the  earth,  fainteth  not,  neither 
**  is  weary  ?  There  is  no  fearching  of  his  underftanding. 
•*  He  giveth  power  to  the  faint :  and  to  them  that  have  no 
**  might  he  increafeth  ftrength.  Even  the  youths  fhall 
"  faint  and  be  weary,  and  the  young  men  fliall  utterly  fall. 
"  But  they  that  wait  on  the  Lord  fhall  renew  their  ftrength; 
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^*  they  (hall  mount  up  with  wings  as  eagles ;  they  fhall 
**  run  and  not  be  weary,  they  (hall  walk  and  not  faint."  ♦ 

Butno\\%  perhaps,  after  aM  the  advantages  of  this  doc- 
trine, pointed  out  in  the  preceding  difcourfe,  fome  will  be 
ready  to  alk  me,  if  it  cannot  poflibly  be  applied  to  the  en- 
couragement of  impiety,  or  ferve  to  foller  a  fupine  floth 
ami  negligence  ?  To  this  I  am  ready  to  anfwer,  By  fome 
who  profefs  it,  it  may;  but  by  thofe  who  really  believe  it, 
it  never  can.  There  is  no  part  of  the  word,  or  providence 
of  God,  that  may  not  be,  or  that  hath  not  frequently*  in 
faQ  been,  abufed  to  bad  purpofes,  by  wicked  men  uixler 
the  dominion  of  their  luRs.  But,  in  order  to  remove 
an»biguity,  it  is  proper  to  obferve,  tliat  wherever  there  is 
a  national  profeffion  of  any  religious  principles,  there 
mufi  be  many  who  are  not  believers,  in  any  other  fenfe 
tlian  that  they  have  been  accuftomed  to  hear  fuch  and  fuch 
tliin;rs  alferted,  have  never  enquired  into  nor  doubted, 
feldom  even  thought  of  them,  and  fo  do  not  diibelieve 
them.  But  there  is  a  great  difference  between  fuch  a  tra- 
ditionary belief  as  may  produce  a  cuftomary  profeffion, 
and  fuch  a  real  and  inward  perfuafion  as  will  change  the 
heart,  and  influence  the  pradlice.  That  there  may  be 
fome  of  the  firft  fort  of  believers  in  the  doctrine  of  impu- 
ted  righteoufnefs,  who  are  not  holy,  or  perhaps  abufe  it, 
ill  underilood,  to  unholinefs,  I  am  willing  to  allow  ;  but 
that  all  tliofe  who  believe  it  upon  real  and  perfonal  con- 
viftion,  muft  be  moft  confcientious  in  the  pradlice  of 
every  moral  duty,  I  hoi)e  hath  been  clearly  made  appear 
in  llie  preceding  paji;es. 

The  above  is  all  that  was  firft  intended,  in  the  profecu- 
tion  of  this  argument :  but,  perhaps,  it  will  not  be  impro- 
per before  difmifling  the  fuhjcd,  to  make  a  few  refleftions 
upon  the  reception  which  it  h:\ih  met  with,  and  muft  ftill 
expeft  to  meet  with  in  the  world  ;  upon  its  importance 
and  proper  application. 

It  is  very  certain,  being  neither  denied  by  friends  nor 
enemies,  that  this  doctrine  halh,  in  all  ages,  not  only  lx?en 
attacked  with  the  weapons  of  human  wifdom,  but  gene- 
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rally  alfo  loaded  with  much  reproach  and  contempt.  Af- 
ter, therefore,  it  hath  been  fo  far  defended,  as  may  I'a- 
tisfy  every  impartial  mind,  and  its  influence  upon  prac- 
tice demonftrated,  I  obferve,  that  whatever  impreffion 
this  faftmay  make  upon  others,  it  feems  to  me  no  fmall 
confirmation  of  its  truth  as  coming  from  God,  that  it  is 
contrary  to  the  fpirit  of  the  world.  This  is  both  agreea- 
ble to  fcripture  and  to  found  reafon.  The  doftrine  of 
"  Chrift  crucified,"  the  apoftle  Paul  tells  us,  **  was  to  the 
"  Jews  a  ftumbling  block,  and  to  the  Greeks  foolifhnefs."* 
And,  fpeaking  of  the  efFedl  of  the  publication  of  this  doc- 
trine, he  fays,  "  Ye  fee  your  calling  brethren,  how  that 
"  not  many  wife  men  after  the  flefh,  not  many  mighty, 
"  not  many  noble  are  called.  But  God  hath  chofen  the 
"  foolifli  things  of  the  world  to  confound  the  wife ;  and 
"  God  hath  chofen  the  weak  things  of  the  world  to  con- 
**  found  the  things  which  are  mighty ;  and  bafe  things  of 
**  the  world,  and  things  which  are  defpifed,  hath  God 
"  chofen,  yea,  and  things  which  are  not,  to  bring  to 
"  nought  things  that  are."|  This  we  are  not  to  under- 
Hand,  as  if  the  apoftle  yielded,  that  the  gofpel  was  not 
agreeable  to  true  wifdom,  or  that  the  proper  and  legitimate 
ufe  of  human  wifdom  would  not  lead  us  to  embrace  it : 
but  it  contains  a  ftrong  intimation  of  a  truth  not  common- 
ly  attended  to,  that  great  natural  abilities  have  pretty 
much  the  fame  influence  on  the  moral  charadler  with  great 
wealth  or  temporal  profperity.  They  are  both  apt  to  in- 
toxicate the  mind,  and  lead  to  pride,  arrogance,  and 
felf-conceit :  and  perhaps  intelledlual  pride  is  as  great  an 
obftruftion  to  the  difcovery  oftruth,  as  any  bad  difpofiti- 
on  whatfoever.  We  are  alfo  taught,  that  God  ordered  and 
difpofed  of  things  in  this  manner,  for  the  wile  ends  of  his 
providence,  for  the  fubjeftion  of  the  arrogance  and  boafled 
wifilom  of  men  ;  or  in  the  words  of  the  apoftle,  **  That 
"  noflefh  fliouldglor}'  in  his  prefence."  The  reception 
then  which  this  doftrine  ufually  meets  with,  fhould  be  fo 
far  from  remaining  as  a  prejudice  or  objeftion  againft  its 
truth  or  utility,  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  fliould  contri- 

*  I  Cor.  i.  23.        t  I  Cor.i*  26— 28. 


84  ^  Essay  an  Justi/icatimt. 

bute  to  fatisfy  us,  that  it  is  the  real  and  genuine  do£lrine 
of  Chrift,  fiiice  it  meets  with  the  (ame  fort  of  oppofition, 
and  from  the  fame  quarter,  with  which  this  was  encoun- 
tered at  its  firft  publication. 

And  indeed,  befides  diis  exact  correfpondence  between 
the  event,  and  what  the  Scripture  gives  us  reafon  to  ex- 
pert, as  to  the  reception  of  the  gofpel  in  the  world,  I  ap< 
prehend  it  ought  to  be  a  general  prejudice  in  favor  of  its 
truth,  confidering  the  original  it  claims,  that  it  doth  not  carry 
on  it  any  of  the  marks  of  human  wifdom.  It  feems  to  lie 
(if  I  may  fo  fpeak)  quite  out  of  the  way  of  human  imagi- 
nation and  contrivance,  and  is  diametrically  oppofiie  in  its 
whole  tendency,  to  the  mod  prevailing  human  inclination, 
vi^.  felf-efieem,  pride,  and  vain-glory.  This  indeed  is  the 
true  reafon  why  this  do6b*ine  is  fo  unacceptable  to  the 
world,  efpecially  the  ambitious  part  of  it,  that  it  is  direftly 
levelled  againft  their  corrupt  affections.  It  gives  a  view 
of  the  holinefs,  purity  and  juftice  of  God,  which  is  intde- 
rdble  to  all  thofe  who  are  not  willing  to  break  their  leagpe 
with  fin  and  vanity.  And  when  it  is  truly  complied  with, 
it  not  only  divorces  men  from  their  former  attachment  to 
fin  and  fenfuality,  but  will  not  fuffiir  them  to  glory,  even 
in  their  new  character.  All  who  fubaiit  unfeignedly  to 
the  gofpel,  both  feel  and  confefs  themfelves  wholly  indebt- 
ed for  forgivenefs  and  acceptance,  for  their  prefent  holi- 
nefs and  their  future  happinefs,  to  the  free,  unmerited 
grace  of  God.  Haw  hard  fuch  a  facriiice  is,  none  can 
conceive  who  have  not  fome  acquaintance  with  vital,  ex- 
|:)erimental  religion.  Now,  what  is  the  moil  natural  hii. 
fercnce  from  this  ?  Is  it  not,  that  we  have  not  the  fmallefl 
reafon  to  fuiped  this  dodtrine  to  bea  '*  cunningly  devifed 
fable,"  but  may  reft  aflured,  that  it  is  "  the  wilclom  and 
*'  the  power  of  God  for  falvation,  to  every  one  that  be* 
"  lieveth."* 

This  leads  me  to  obfcrve,  That  if  the  rcafoning  which 
the  reader  hath  perufed  upon  this  fubje£t  be  juit  and  con- 
clufive,  there  is  one  circumllance  in  which  this  ^^  doctrine 
**  according  to  godlinefs"  eflcntially  differs  from  all  other 
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fchemes  or  fyftems  of  morality.  It  is,  that  any  of  thefe 
fyfiems  a  man  may  underiland,  embrace  and  defend* 
without  having  his  heart  made  better,  or  his  morals  fecured 
or  improved  by  it  at  all ;  whereas  it  is  impoflfible,  that 
any  man  can  really,  and  from  the  heart,  embrace  the  doc- 
trine of  Chrift's  imputed  righteoufnefs,  without  being  fanc- 
tificd  by  it,  "  dead  to  fin,  and  alive  to  God."  That  the 
firft  of  thefe  affertions  is  true,  the  lives  and  characters  of 
fome  noted  writers  on  the  foundation  of  morality,  have 
been,  and  are  an  undeniable  proof:  fome  of  them  do  in- 
deed exprefsly  yield  it ;  and  it  is  evidently  yielded,  by 
implication,  in  all  the  late  writings,  where  there  is  fo  frc- 
quent  mention  of  the  fmall  influence  that  fpeculation  has 
upon  practice.  On  this  is  founded  what  a  late  acute  and 
eminent  writer*  juftly  calls  the  matter  prejudice  of  this 
age,  VIZ.  "  The  innocence  of  error.*'  This  may  as  well 
be  exprefled  by  its  counterpart,  the  unprofitablenefs  or 
inefficacy  of  truth,  which  furely  ought  to  be  but  a  weak 
recommendation  of  what  is  called  truth,  by  thofe  who  hold 
fuch  an  opinion. 

That  the  other  afTertion  is  juft,  hath  been  the  point  un- 
dertaken to  be  made  out  in  this  eflay  :  and  whoever  will 
but  confider  how  unacceptable  this  do£trine  is  to  mankind 
in  general,  may  be  fatisfied  that  there  can  be  no  effedual 
inducement  to  embrace  it,  till  there  be  fuch  a  difcovery 
and  fenfe  of  the  evil  and  danger  of  fin,  as  is  utterly  incon- 
fifient  with  a  voluntary  continuance  in  it.  The  appa- 
rent flate  of  the  vifible  church,  in  which  vice  J^nd  wick- 
ednefs  fo  ihamefully  abound,  will  be  no  objedion  to  this, 
if  what  I  hinted  above  be  recoUefted,!  that  there  is  a 
great  difference  between  a  nominal  or  cuftomary  profeffion, 
and  real  belief.  As  to  the  few  more  zealous  and  emi- 
nent aDTertors  of  this  doctrine,  who  fometimes  greatly  dif- 
honor  their  profeffion,  the  anfwer  is  eafy.  They  are  hy. 
pocrites,  by  whom  indeed  great  **'offences  do  come ;"  and 
the  weak  and  unttable  fall  over  the  ftumbling  block,  and 
are  tempted  to  doubt  the  reality  of  religion,  by  this  difco* 
very  of  the  falfhood  of  its  profefibrs.    But  fuch  can  never 
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be  fairly  ranked  among  believers,  whofe  garb  and  habit 
they  only  treacheroufly  wore,  for  fome  time,  while  they 
were  in  the  intcreft  of  another  mafter.*  We  may  fay  of 
them  as  the  apoftle  John  fays,  **  They  went  out  from  us, 
**  but  they  were  not  of  us ;  for  if  they  had  been  of  us, 
**  they  would  no  doubt  have  continued  with  us,  but  they 
''  went  out  tliat  they  might  be  made  manifeft  that  they 
"  were  not  all  of  us.**! 

But  this  is  not  all ;  for  the  reception  of  the  doftrine  of 
impuled  righteoufnefs  is  not  merely  to  be  confidered  as 

*  PcrbafM  fotne  may  think  the  late  accounts  publifhed  of  the  Mo- 
ravians an  ubjedlion  to  the  juftnefs  of  this  reprefenution*  Tht/  are 
faid  to  be  great  alTcrtors  of  the  dodlrine  of  irapated  righteoufnefs ;  and 
yet  there  have  not  only  appeared  fome  bad  men  amongfl  thrm,  but 
the)'  are  univerfally  charged  as  a  fedl  with  mod  impious  and  fcandi- 
lous  pradkiccs*  Perhaps  candor  and  charity  might  hare  led  us  to  fu^ 
pofe,  that  mofty  or  all  tbofe  accufations,  were  calumnious,  if  they  htJL 
bren  affirmed  by  none  but  avowed  enemies  to  the  do£lrines  which  they 
eipoufe ;  as  the  firft  Chriflians  were  charged  by  their  enemies  with 
eating  human  faciiBces,  when  they  met  in  private  to  celebrate  the 
Lord's  lupprr.  But  tlic  cafe  it  feems  is  otherwifc  here  ;  for  fome  unfuf* 
peeled  accufcrs  have  appeared,  whom  none  can  imagine  prejudiced  againft 
them  for  embracing  the  doctrine  of  imputed  righteoul'nefs.  I  confefs 
niyfelf  to  have  fo  little  acquaintance  with  thole  Hcmhutters,  as  they 
are  called,  «itUcr  a^  to  their  principles  or  praclices,  that  I  cannot  very 
fully  Inndle  the  fubjedk  ;  but,  if  there  is  no  other  objeAion  to  what  is 
affirmed  above,  no  duubt,  an  acquaintance  with  the  true  Rate  of  the 
cafe  would  enable  us  ealily  to  remove  this.  Perhaps,  after  all,  the 
bad  practices  charged  againd  them,  may  be  only  the  confcquence  of 
fome  defigning  perfnns  getting  in  among  them,  and  a  gicat  plurality 
may  br  innocent,  or,  at  Icaft,  comparatively  fo.  But  however  this  bci 
it  is  not  certain  (;it  leaft  to  me)  that  they  really  embrace  the  fame 
doctrine  with  us:  they  do  indeed  talk  much  of  the  Lamb,  fpeak  of 
hiding  themiclvtrs  in  his  wounds.  Sec.  but  I  think  their  language  is  pe- 
culiar to  themfelvc^,  and  by  no  means  the  phraleology  either  of  Scrip- 
ture, or  of  any  other  fcrt  of  Chriftians.  Belides,  as  Count  Ziozendorf^ 
their  leader,  takes  upon  him  to  be  a  prophet,  it  is  probable,  they  are 
juft  a  fet  of  deluded  people,  drawn  away  by  his  art,  who  may  much 
more  properly  be  faid  to  believe  in  Lim,  than  in  Chrill. 

[A  more  perfect  knowledge  of  the  doctrines^  character  and  labors  of 
the  Moravians^  has  dcmmstrated,  that,  so  far  from  furnishing  any  oh* 
jefttjn  against  the  doctrine  defeftded  in  this  essaj^  they  most  pofoerftdij 
illustrate  and  confirm  it."]  Note  of  the  Editor. 
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the  bell  means, -comparatively,  of  producing,  preferving 
and  increafing  our  fanctification  and  purity,  as  fure  and 
efieStual,  while  others  are  precarious,  but  it  is  the  only 
way,  and  all  others  are  abfolutely  infufficient  for  the  pur- 
pofe.  If  this  be  indeed  the  doftrine  of  Ghrift,  the  fcrip- 
ture-method  of  falvation,  then  it  is  not  only  true,  but  a 
fundamental  truth.  Of  this  we  are  frequently  and  fo- 
lemnly  affured  in  the  word  of  God.  "  I  am  the  way, 
"  ((ays  our  Saviour)  and  the  truth  and  the  life ;  no  man 
**  Cometh  unto  the  Father  but  by  me-***  So  fay  the  apof- 
ties  Peter  and  John,  "Neither  is  there  falvation  in  any 
"  otber :  for  there  is  none  other  name  under  heaven,  given 
"  among  men,  whereby  we  muft  be  faved/'f  It  is  there- 
fore in  vain  for  any  to  expeft  an  effedlual  change  of  life, 
but  by  an  acquaintance  with  Chrid,  and  him  crucified. 
We  have  indeed  the  cleared  evidence  from  experience, 
that  no  human  reafon,  no  argument  whatever,  drawn 
from  worldly  conveniency,  is  at  all  fufficient  to  contend 
with  violent  and  finful  habits.  We  fee  many  examples 
of  perfons  of  excellent  underdanding  and  knowledge  in 
other  matters,  nay,  who  can  reafory  drongly  and  judly 
upon  the  bad  confequenccs  of  vice  in  others,  fometimes 
even  in  themfelves,  who  will  yet  go  on  to  ruin  their  name, 
family,  fortune  and  health,  while  they  are  Haves  to  evil 
habits:  nothing  will  change  them  but  the  grace  of  God. 

And  as  we  have  feen  above,  that  our  own  righteoufnefs 
in  its  bed  date  is  wholly  inefFeftual  for  our  acceptance 
with  God,  fo  all  who  have  any  expectations  of  this  kind 
from  it  plainly  ftiow,  that  they  have  fuch  defedlive  views 
ofthe  extent  and  obligation  of  the  divine  law,  as  are  in- 
confident  with  an  unfeigned  univerfal  fubmiffion  to  it. 
This  is  a  matter  of  the  lad  importance,  and  ought  to  be 
particularly  recommended  to  the  ferious  confideration  of 
fuch  as  may  have,  at  fometimes,  fome  imperfefl  convic- 
tions ;  fuch  as  from  a  wearinefs  and  fatiety  of  finning  may 
give  a  temporary  preference  to  a  life  of  religion,  and  raife 
a  feeble  and  ineffectual  widi  with  Balaam,  that  they  might 
"  die  the  death  of  the  righteous."    They  ought  to  be  told 
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that  no  endeavors  to  be  a  little  better  than  before,  no  abfti- 
nence  from  fome  fms  as  a  kind  of  atonement  for  others 
retained,  no  refolutions  taken  in  their  own  ftrength,  no 
righteoufnefs  of  their  own  ofifcredor  trufted  in  as  a  matter 
of  their  juflification,  will  be  accepted,  or  is  worthy  of  be- 
ing fo$  that  nothing^  will  be  truly  effeClual,  till  they  fee 
their  loft  condition,  and  believe  in  Chrift,  firft  for  pardon, 
and  then  for  fanftification,  "  to  the  praife  of  the  glory  of 
"  his  grace,  wherein  he  hath  made  us  accepted  in  the  be- 
"  loved."*  If  they  have  any  other  ^lea,  any  other  ground 
of  hope  and  truft,  it  fhall  undoubtedly  fail  them;  they 
muft  remain  under  a  fentence  of  juft  and  legal  condem- 
nation, and  ihall  finally  perilh ;  for  **  he  that  believeth  in 
**  the  Son  hath  everlafling  life  ;  but  he  that  believeth  not 
^^  the  Son  fhall  not  fee  life,  but  the  wrath  of  God  abideth 
*'  on  him,  John  iii,  sd/'f 

*  £ph.  I.  6. 

t  The  application  of  thcfe  paflages  of  Scripture,  to  the  part'ruUr 
p:inciples  above  maintained,  will,  perhaps,  be  thrMight  i--:  include  in  it 
a  very  feverc  and  uncharitable  condemnation  of  many  (-hr 'liaivs,  who 
differ  in  judgment  upon  the  point  of  juftificntton.  Atid  indeed  I  pre- 
tend no  great  friendfliip  to  the  fentiments  f  *  fr'  ]•..-" 'ly  c-vpn-iVrd  of 
late,  **  That  it  is  a  fmall  matter  \vhat  a  man  bMH've>,  if  his  life  be 
*•  gdod,"  Tlic  affertion  miglit  p?rh«ips  be  allowed,  if  it  did  liot  coin 
tain  a  foolifh  and  unreafonable  fuppolition,  that  a  man  m»y  briicve 
^vrong,  and  yet  lead  as  good  a  life  as  he  that  bclirvfsiigl.t;  the  con- 
trary to  which  will  always  be  cxpedrd  by  him  \vh>^  gives  credit  to  ihe 
word  of  Cod,  that  his  people  are  "  fanclitied  through  the  tnitb."  As 
to  Socinians  and  Pelagians,  who  arc  thegreatcfl  oppofers  'jf  the  truths 
above  defended,  I  never  did  efleem  tiiem  to  l)e  Chriilians  ac  all  ;  to 
the  Confcquencc,  with  rcgaid  to  them,  may  be  caGly  admitted.  Bn: 
it  will  be  thought  hard  to  fay  the  fame  thing  of  the  ArminiHns.  Huw- 
ever,  if  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  is  the  only  g:round  of  our  julViFxa- 
tion,  and  the  reception  of  him  in  this  character  the  true  piinciplc  of 
fanc^ification,  I  do  not  fee  how  we  can  avoid  coiicluding  the  danger  of 
th  >fe  who  adt  upon  any  other  plan.  And  yet  I  am  peifuadrd  there 
have  been,  and  are  many  good  men  among  them:  wliicli  may  be  ac- 
counted for  in  this  manner,  that  their  hearts  are  better  than  their  un- 
deiftandings ;  and  they  are  habitually  under  the  government  of  piin- 
eiples,  which}  through  fome  milUken  views,  and  gruu:.dlefs  fears  nf 
their  abufe,  they  fpcak  of  nioie  fpa;in';ly,  or  rather  fetm  to  eflablifh 
the  contrary  pufitions.  The  proof  of  this  afiertion  I  take  from  their 
PWM  wiitings,  particularly  from  the  diti'ercnce  between  their  ferinona 
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I  am  naturally  led  to  conclude  this  fubje£t,  by  obferv- 
ing,  that  the  importance,  efficacy  and  neceffity  of  the 
imputed  righteouihefs  of  Chrift,  (hews  how  much  it  is 
the  duty  of  all  minifters  of  the  gofpel  to  make  it  the  main 
^nd  leading  theme  of  their  fermons.  The  preaching  of 
the  gofpel  is  by  the  apoftle  Paul,  in  a  very  juft  and  ex- 
preffive  manner,  ftiled  preaching  "  the  unfearchable  riches 
**  of  Chrift.'*  In  him  every  p-ophecy,  precept,  promifc 
and  truth  is  centred.  His  charadler  and  work  as  a  Savi- 
our is  held  forth  in  a  variety  of  lights  in  the  facred  ora- 
cles, and  in  every  opening  or  view  that  is  given  us,  fo 
to  fpeak,  of  the  difpenfations  of  Divine  Providence  and 
grace,  he  is  the  chief  figure,  or  the  termination  of  the 
profpedt.  If  therefore  we  would  know  what  eileem  is  due 
to  our  Redeemer  in  our  hearts,  and  how  high  a  place  he 
ought  to  hold  in  our  views  of  religion,  let  us  obferve  the 
regard  paid  to  him  by  the  facred  writers.  They  derive 
almoft  all  their  motives  to  every  moral  duty,  from  what 
he  hath  done,  and  is  ftill  doing  for  us,  and  feem  to  delight 
even  in  the  repetition  of  his  name.  I  am  perfuaded  thofe 
who  are  accuftomed  to  the  devout  and  ferious  perufal  of 
the  word  of  God  will  not  reckon  it  "  enthufiafm,"  when 
I  fay,  that  thclfe  writers  appear  to  be  warmed  and  elevated 
above  their  ordinary  meafure,  when  they  celebrate  his 
falvation ;  and  that  both  in  the  Old  and  New  Teftament, 
wherever  we  meet  with  any  paffage  Angularly  lofty  and 
fublime,  there  we  may  be  fure  diat  Chrift  the  Redeemer 
is  the  immediate  theme. 

Juftification  by  the  free  grace  of  God,  through  the  re- 
demption that  is  in  Chrift  Jefus,  was  the  dodlrine  taught 
ampng  Chriftians,  in  the  earlieft  and  pureft  ages  of  the 

and  other  difcottrfes,  and  thofe  forms  of  prayer  which  they  have  drawn 
up,  and  not  only  recommended  to  others,  but  left  behind  them  as  a 
witnefs  of  their  own  exercifc  in  their  clofets.  If  they  be  fuppofed  to 
feel  the  fentiments  which  they  exprefs  in  their  prayers,  it  can  be  eaGly 
be  made  appear  that  thefe  fentiments  can  only  be  dilated  by  the  doc- 
trine of  free  grace.  If  what  they  fay  of  themfelves  be  true  in  its  na* 
toral  and  obvious  meaning,  and  if  they  believe  it,  which  charity  obliges 
us  to  fuppofe,  it  muft  be  altogether  vain  to  lay  the  lead  ftrefs  upon 
their  own  righteoufnefs  for  their  acceptance  with  God. 
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church.  And  their  departure  from  it  was  the  prelude  to 
that  univerfal  corruption  of  fiiith  and  worfhip,  that  relaxa- 
tion of  difcipline,  and  diflblution  of  manners,  which  took 
place  in  the  ages  following.  It  is  alfo  very  remarkable, 
that  this  doftrine  was  always  fully  and  diftindly  tauj^t 
in  thole  churches  which  never  fubmitted  to  the  tjrranny, 
or  received  the  corruptions  of  the  Romifh  Antichrift ;  I 
mean  the  churches  of  the  Piedmontefe  vallies,  which  by 
fo  many  judicious  writers^  are  fuppofed  to  be  the  two 
witnefles  mentioned  in  the  Revelation,  who  fled  into  the 
wildernefs  from  the  perfecution  of  the  beail,  and  prophe- 
lied  in  fackclotb. 

The  accounts  which  have  been  tranfmitted  to  us  of  the 
principles  held  by  them,  long  before  the  reformation, 
plainly  ihow,  that  they  maintained  this  doflrine  from  the 
beginning.  And  as  it  is  well  known  that  the  reformation 
took  its  firll  rife  from  the  grofs  and  fcandalous  application 
of  the  doArine  of  merit  in  indulgences,  fo  all  tlie  reform- 
ers, without  exception,  were  llrenuous  aflerters  of  free 
grace.  This  was  reckoned  by  them  "  articulus  flantis 
**  aut  cadenlis  ecclefiae,*'  by  which  the  church  mull  (land 
or  fall.  Particularly,  our  reformers  in  both  parts  of  this 
ifland  agreed  in  preaching  the  Ihme  dodrine,  and  the 
eminent  piety  of  our  fathers  is  a  fianding  evidence  of  its 
force  and  efilcacy. 

It  doth  not  perhaps  become,  and  probably  it  would  not 
be  lafe  for  me,  to  enter  into  a  particular  examination  of 
the  manner  of  preaching  in  the  prefcnt  age  ;  and  there- 
fore my  refleflions  upon  that  fubjcd  fhall  be  very  few  and 
general.  What  is  moll  obvious  in  our  prcfent  fituation, 
and  what  ought  to  d£t<\  Chriftians  with  moft  concern,  is, 
the  great  prevalence  of  intldelity.  This  is  the  more  fur- 
prifing,  that  we  have  never  wanted,  and  do  not  at  pre- 
fcnt want,  many  able  and  eminent  writers  to  Hand  up  ii\ 
defence  of  the  gofjx:],  and  refute  the  clian.fjeable  and  in- 
confiftent  reafonings  of  infidels,  whatever  form  they  Ihall 
from  time  to  time  tiiink  fit  to  afiume,  and  on  whatever 
principles  they  Ihall  pretend  to  build,  liut,  I  am  afraid, 
the  bell  defence  of  all  is  but  too  much  neglefted,  viz. 
Zealous  arduous  preaching  tlie  great  and  fundamental 
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truths  of  thcgofpel,  the  loft  condemned  flate  of  man  by 
nature,  and  the  neceffity  of  pardon  through  the  righteouf* 
nefs,  and  renovation  by  the  Spirit  of  Chrift.  This  would 
make  a  far  greater  number  of  thofe  who  call  themfelves  by 
the  name  of  Chrift,  Chriftians  indeed.  And  the  vifible 
efficacy  of  his  doftrine,  would  be  a  fenfible  demonftration 
of  its  truth  and  divine  originaL  If  thefe  truths  are  not 
contradidled,  it  may  be  fafely  faid,  that  they  arc  by  many 
kept  more  out  of  view  than  formerly.  And  furely  we 
have  no  great  caufc  to  boaft  of  our  improvements  in  the 
preaching  art,  if  its  goodnefs  is  to  be  determined,  like  that 
of  a  tree,  not  by  its  bloflbms,  but  its  fruits. 

There  is  one  obfervation  which  may  fatisfy  us,  that  the 
preaching  of  the  crofs  of  Chrift  will  moft  effc^ually  pro- 
mote  real  reformation.  It  is,  that  thofe  preachers  who  (to 
fay  no  more)  approach  neareft  to  making  our  own  merit 
and  obedience  the  ground  of  our  acceptance  with  God, 
very  feldom,  if  ever,  give  any  alarm  to  the  confciences  of 
their  hearers.  Let  them  recommend  ever  fo  pure  and 
high  a  ftandard  of  morals,  they  are  heard  without  fear,  and, 
if  they  preach  elegantly,  with  pleafure,  even  by  the  moft 
prpJBigate.  To  fuch  preachers,  all  vain  worldly-minded 
people,  ufoally  attach  themfelves,  where  they  have  not 
caft  off  the  very  form  of  religion  ;  but  moft  part  of  ferious 
Qiriftians,  together  with  profefling  hypocrites,  who  can- 
not eaiily  be  diftinguilhed  in  this  world,  always  follow 
preachers  of  another  ftrain.  It  is  eafy  to  fee  the  reafon 
of  this  from  what  hath  been  faid  above  ;  there  are  none 
who  fet  the  ftriftnefs  and  obligation  of  the  law,  the  holi> 
nefs  and  juftice  of  God,  in  fo  awful  a  light,  as  thofe  who 
believe  there  is  no  Ihelter  from  the  fandlion  of  the  law, 
and  the  wrath  of  an  offended  God,  but  in  the  blood  of 
Chrift.  Perhaps,  I  am  already  enfnared  and  expofed  to 
€enfure,  by  affirming,  that  there  are  among  us  preachers 
of  different  ftrains.  But  it  is  fo  certain  a  truth,  that  I 
cannot  deny  it ;  and  fo  important,  that  I  will  not  dif- 
guife  it. 

Upon  the  whole,  as  the  prefent  afpeft  of  public  affairs, 
as  the  ftate  of  the  world,  and  charafter  of  the  age,  loudly 
call  upon  all  of  every  ftation  to  exert  themfelves  with  di- 
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ligence  for  the  fupport  and  revival  of  truth  and  righteouf- 
nefs :  I  hope  the  minifters  of  the  gofpel  will  promote  this 
end,  by  zealoufly  laboring  to  bring  men  to  the  fiiving 
knowledge  of  Chrift,  ^  the  way,  and  the  truth)  andtlie 
^  life — ^e  foundation — the  tried  ftone— the  precious  cor- 
^^  ner  done,"  the  (Irength  and  fecurity  of  the  building.  To 
deny,  explain  away,  or  negle£tto  impart  the  truths  of  the 
everlafting  gofpel,  is  the  way  to  leave  the  world  in  wick* 
ednefs ;  but,  by  preaching  them  in  purity,  and  with  fim- 
plicity,  which,  we  have  reafon  to  think,  will  be  accompa- 
nied with  ^^  the  demonftration  of  the  Spirit,"  fmners  are 
reconciled  untoGrod,  the  power  of  fin  is  broken  in  them, 
the  divine  image  is  formed  in  them,  and  upon  thefe  truths 
their  hopes  of  eternal  life  muft  reft  and  depend.  Let  us 
be  ever  ready  to  fay  with  the  apoftle  Paul,  •*  God  fortnd 
^^  that  I  fhould  gloiy,  fave  in  the  crofs  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
^*  Chrift.''*  And  let  us  quicken  our  diligence,  and  ani- 
mate  our  endeavors,  by  exprefling,  with  tibe  pfidmift  Da-, 
vid,  our  iaith  in  the  perpetuity  of  his  kingdom.  ^^  His 
**  name  fliall  endure  for  ever :  his  name  fliall  be  continued 
^*  as  long  as  the  fun ;  and  men  fliall  be  blefled  in  him ; 
*^  all  nations  fliall  call  him  blefled.  Blefled  be  the  Lord 
*'  God,  the  God  of  Ifrael,  who  only  doth  wonderous  things. 
"  And  bleffed  be  his  glorious  name  for  ever ;  and  let  Ae 
"  whole  earth  be  filled  with  his  glory.  Amen  and 
"  Amen."t 

*  Gal.  vi.  14.         t  Pfal.  Ixxii.  17,  18,  19. 
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REGENERATION. 


John  iii.  3. 

JcfiU9  annvertd  and  said  unto  hinty  Verilij^  ^^f^'ly^  ^^^y  ^^^9 
theCy  Except  a  man  be  born  again^  he  cannot  see  the  kingdom 
ofGod. 

INTRODUCTION. 

THE  condition  on  which  minifters  of  the  gofpel  hold 
their  office,  is  extremely  awful.  *'  They  muft  ren- 
**  der  an  account  unto  God'*  of  their  fidelity  to  the  fouls 
committed  to  their  charge.  Their  duty  and  danger,  as 
fervants  of  God,  are  jointly  and  ftrongly  expreffed  in  the 
commiffion  given  to  the  prophet  Ezekiel.  **  Son  of  man, 
**  I  have  made  thee  a  watchman  unto  the  houfe  of  Ifrael, 
*'  therefore  hear  the  word  at  my  mouth,  and  give  diem 
**  warning  from  me.  When  I  fay  unto  the  wicked,  thou 
**  Ihalt  furcly  die ;  and  thou  giveft  him  not  warning,  nor 
**  fpeakeft  to  warn  the  wicked  from  his  wicked  way  to 
**  fave  his  life  ;  the  fame  wicked  man  fliall  die  in  his  ini- 
**  quity,  but  his  blood  will  I  require  at  thine  hand.  Yet, 
•'  if  thou  warn  the  wicked,  and  he  turn  not  from  his  wick- 
•*  ednefs,  nor  from  his  wicked  way,  he  fliall  die  in  his  ini- 
••  quity  :  but  thou  haft  delivered  tliy  foul.*** 
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It  is  natural  for  us,  in  fuch  a  iituation,  to  be  often  re- 
volving  in  our  minds  this  great  and  weighty  truft.  It  is 
at  once  our  duty  and  intereft,  to  confider  with  all  poffible 
care,  in  what  way  we  may  have  the  eafieft  and  moft  eflfee* 
tual  accefs  to  the  hearts  of  finners :  what  views  of  cUvine 
truth  will  be  moft  convincing ;  what  forms  of  addrefs  will 
make  the  ftrongeft  and  mofl  lafting  impreflion ;  in  one 
word,  how  we  may  acquit  ourfelves  of  our  miniftry,  fo  as 
to  be  a  "  favour  of  life  unto  life,'*  to  many  of  thofe  who 
hear  us,  and  to  ^  deliver  our  own  fouls''  from  the  Uood 
of  thofe  that  perifti. 

Such,  indeed,  is  the  undeniable  moment  and  impor- 
tance of  the  truths  of  the  gofpel,  that  I  am  often  ready  to 
think.,  it  will  be  eafy  to  fet  them  in  fo  clear  and  convin- 
cing a  light,  as  no  perfon  of  common  underftanding  fliall 
be  able  to  refift.  I  am  often  ready  to  fay  within  myfelf. 
Surely,  if  they  be  warned,  they  will  no  more  dare  to  ruik 
on  the  thick  boITes  of  the  Almighty's  buckler ;  furely,  die 
boldeft  fmner  muft  tremble  at  the  thoughts  of  death,  judg- 
ment and  eternity,  faft  approaching,  and  from  which  it  is 
impoffible  to  fly.  But  when  we  fee  how  many  are  able 
to  fit  unmoved  under  the  moft  awful  threatenings  from  the 
word  of  God,  how  many  continue  unchanged  under  the 
moft  alarming  difpenfations  of  Providence,  our  thoughts 
are  immediately  carried  to  the  unfearchable  depth  of  the 
divine  counfels ;  and  we  muft  fay  with  our  bleffed  Saviour^ 
"  Even  fo.  Father,  for  fo  it  feemed  good  in  thy  fight;"* 
or  with  the  apoftle  Paul, "  But  if  our  gofpel  be  hid,  it  is 
^*  hid  to  them  that  are  loft :  in  whom  the  god  of  this  world 
*^  hath  blinded  the  minds  of  them  that  believe  not,  left  the 
"  light  of  the  glorious  gofpel  of  Chrift,  who  is  the  image  of 
"  God,  ftiould  fliine  unto  them."f 

The  fecret  counfel  of  the  moft  High,  however,  thou^ 
we  muft  adore  with  reverence,  it  is  impoffible  for  us  to 
comprehend.  What  influence  this  has  upon  the  final 
ftate  of  particular  perfons,  no  man  in  the  prefent  life  is, 
and  probably  no  created  being  fliall  ever  be,  able  iully  to 
explain.     This  only  we  know,  that  it  is  not  fuch  as  to 

*  Lake  s.  21.  t  2  Cor.  it.  31 4. 
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take  iway  the  guilt  of  fin,  or  deftroy  the  ef&cacy  of  means. 
A  fenfe  of  duty  therefore  conftrains  us  to  refume  the  ardu- 
ous and  difficult  tafk,  intreating  the  affiftance  and  bleffing 
of  God,  under  a  firm  perfuafion  that  he  will  hear  the  pray- 
er  of  faith,  and  make  his  own  word  "  quick  and  powerful, 
"  fliarper  than  any  two-edged  fword,  piercing  even  to  the 
^*  dividing  alunder  of  foul  and  fpirit,  and  of  the  joints  and 
"  tlic  marrow,  and  a  difcemer  of  the  thoughts  and  intents 
"  of  the  heart.'* 

The  fubjedl  I  have  made  choice  of,  and  intend  to  han- 
dle in  the  enfuing  treatife,  immediately  regards  the  Ibb- 
ftance  of  religion,  and  is  happily  as  little  entangled  in 
controverfy  as  any  that  could  be  named.  We  are  told 
that  '*  except  a  man  be  bom  again,  he  cannot  fee  the 
**  kingdom  of  God.**  In  this  all  parties,  every  profeffi- 
on  and  denomination  of  Chriftians,  do  or  ought  to  agree. 
By  whatever  name  you  are  called,  whatfoever  leader  you 
profefs  to  follow,  whatever  ordinances  you  enjoy,  if  you 
are  not  "  bom  again,''  you  Ihall  not  enter  into  the  king- 
ofGod. 

That  manner  of  preaching  the  gofpel,  explaining  or 
recommending  divine  tmth,  appears  to  me  mod  profi- 
table, which  brings  ofteneft  into  view,  or,  rather,  never 
lofes  view  of  the  great  and  eiTential  difl^rence  between  be- 
lievers and  unbelievers,  faints  and  finners,  heirs  of  glory 
and  heirs  of  bell.  Thefe  are  mixed  together  on  earth. 
They  have  common  privileges  as  men  and  citizens.  They 
cannot  be  certainly  diftinguiflied  by  human  obfervation ; 
for  thou^  the  image  of  God  fhines  in  a  bright  and  fenfi- 
ble  manner  in  fome  on  the  one  hand,  and  fome  bear  very 
plain  and  deadly  fymptoms  on  the  other,  whofe  (late  may 
be  determined  widi  little  hazard  of  miftake ;  yet,  in  the 
intermediate  degrees,  there  are  multitudes  whofe  real  cha- 
rader  is  known  only  to  God.  What  then  can  be  faid 
more  awakening,  and  at  the  fame  time,  more  certainly 
true,  than  that  every  hearer  of  the  gofj^el,  and  every  rea- 
der of  fuch  a  treatife  as  this,  is  either  reconciled  to  God 
and  the  objcft  of  his  love,  or  at  enmity  with  God,  having 
**  neither  part  nor  portion"  in  his  favor ;  and  as  many 
as  die  in  this  laft  conation,  Ihall  be  the  everlafting  monu- 
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ments  of  divine  wrath.  How  important  a  diftinckion ! 
and  can  any  man  refrain  from  faying,  **  Lord  thou  know 
"  eft  all  things — to  which  of  thefe  claffes  do  1  belong  i"^ 

But  there  is  fomething/if  poflible,  ftill  more  preffiag  ii 
the  paiTage  of  fcripture  which  I  have  placed  at  the  head  o 
this  difcourfe.  Not  only  are  all  men  of  two  difierent  an< 
oppofite  charadlers  now,  but  all  men  are  originally  of  on 
character,  unfit  for  the  kingdom  of  God ;  unlefs  a  chang 
has  paft  upon  them  they  continue  fo ;  and  unlefs  a  chang 
do  pafs  upon  them  hereafter,  tliey  muft  be  for  ever  ex 
eluded.  This  our  Lord  introduces  with  a  ftrong  aflevc 
ration,  and  fignal  note  of  importance :  "  Verily,  verily, 
"  fay  unto  you,  Except  a  man  be  bom  again,  he  cannot  fc 
"  the  kingdom  of  God."  Thefe  words  were  fpoken  t 
Nicodemus,  a  ruler  of  the  Jews.  This  "  mafter  in  Ifrael 
came  to  Jefus  by  night.  Convinced  he  feems  to  hav 
l;>een  of  the  power  which  attended  his  miniftry,  but,  unde 
a  ftill  ftronger  attachment  to  his  worldly  intereft,  he  dur 
not  openly  avow  his  convidtion.  Our  Lord,  at  once  t 
enli  ;iiten  his  mind  with  the  moll  falutary  of  all  truthj 
and  level  his  pride  of  underftanding  by  the  manner  c 
conveying  it,  faith  to  him,  "  Except  a  man  be  born  agair 
"  he  cannot  fee  the  kingdom  of  God/*  This  appears  t 
have  been  extremely  aftonifliing,  by  his  anfwer  in  the  fo 
leaving  verfe  ;  "  Nicodemus  faith  unto  him,  How  can 
*^  man  be  bom  when  he  is  old  ?  Can  he  enter  the  fecon 
"  time  into  his  mother's  womb  and  l^  born  :" 

It  is  not  my  purpofe  to  give  a  tedious  explication  of  th 
pafiage,  or  entertain  the  reader  with  a  protiifion  of  crit 
cifm  upon  the  words.  This  expreflion,  the  kingdom  i 
God,  hath  various  fignifications  in  fcripture,  but  chitfl 
two  in  the  New  Tellament,  (i.)  The  gofpel  dilpenfatioi 
or  government  of  the  Meffiah,  as  diftinguiflied  from  th 
preceding  periods ;  (2.)  The  kingdom  of  heaven,  whei 
the  fincere  difciples  of  Chrift  fhail  be  put  in  full  j^ofltfllo 
of  the  bleffings  of  his  pnrchafc.  I  take  it  to  be  the  laft  < 
thefe,  that  is,  either  only,  or  chiefly  intended  in  this  plao 
Both  of  them,  indeed,  may  be  meant  in  their  proper  o 
der,  and  for  their  different  purix>fes.  An  open  profciEo 
and  receiving  the  external  badge,  was  neccll'ary  to  a  coi 
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cealed  friend  and  cowardly  difciple ;  but  a  right  to  the 
fpiritual  privileges  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  promife  of  eter- 
nal life^wasthe  only  thing  that  could  make  the  profcllion 
valuable  or  defirable.  Accordingly  our  Saviour  feems  to 
fpeak  of  both  in  his  reply  to  NIcodemus's  admifTion  in- 
to  the  vifible  church  by  baptifm,  and  renovation  by  the 
Holy  Ghoft*  Jefus  anfwered,  "  Verily  I  fay  unto  thee, 
**  Except  a  man  be  born  of  water  and  of  the  Spirit,  he 
**  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God.'^ 

I  am  fenfible  that  regeneration  or  the  new-birth  is  a  ^ 
fabje£t,  at  prefent,  very  unfalhionable ;  or,  at  lead,  a  flilc 
of  language  which  hath  gone  very  much  into  defuetude. 
It  is,  however,  a  fubjeft  of  unfpeakable  moment,  or,  ra- 
ther, it  is  the  one  fubjedi  in  which  all  others  meet  as  in  a 
centre.  The  grand  enquiry,  in  comparifon  of  which  eve- 
ry  thing  elfe,  how  excellent  foever,  is  but  fpecious  trifling. 
What  doth  it  fignify,  though  you  have  food  to  eat  in  plen- 
ty, and  variety  of  raiment  to  put  on,  if  you  are  not  born 
again  :  if  after  a  few  mornings  and  evenings  fpent  in  un- 
thinking mirth,  fenfuality  and  riot,  you  die  in  your  fins, 
and  lie  down  in  forrow  ?  Wliat  doth  it  fignify,  though 
you  are  well  accomplilhed  in  every  other  refpcft,  to  adl 
your  part  in  life,  if  you  meet  at  laft  with  this  repulfe  from 
the  Supreme  Judge,  "  Depart  from  me,  I  know  you  not, 
"  ye  workers  of  iniquity  ?" 

If  this  fubjed  is,  indeed,  unfafhionable  and  negle£led, 
we  are  miferably  deceiving  ourfelves.  If  a  new  nature  is 
neceiTary,  to  attempt  to  repair  and  new  model  the  old  will  < 
be  found  to  be  loft  labor.  If  tlie  fpring  is  polluted  and 
continues  fo,  what  a  vain  and  fruitlefs  attempt  is  it  to  en- 
deavor, by  addition,  or  by  foreign  mixture,  to  purify  the 
flreams.  Juft  fo  it  is  by  no  means  fufficient,  or,  to  [peak 
more  properly,  it  is  altogether  impoffible,  to  reform  the 
irregularities  and  vicious  lives  of  finners,  and  bring  them 
to  a  real  conformity  to  the  law  of  God,  till  their  hearts  are 
renewed  and  changed.  It  is  like  rearing  up  an  old  fabric, 
adding  to  its  towers,  and  painting  its  walls,  while  the  foun- 
dation is  gone*  See  what  the  prophet  Ezekiel  fays  of  fuch 
foolifli  builders,  "  Wo  to  the  foolifh  prophets — becaufe, 
**  even  becaufe  they  have  feduced  my  people,  faying, 
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^^  Peace,  and  there  was  no  peace ;  and  one  built  op  a 
^^  wall,  and  lo,  others  daubed  it  with  untempered  mortar: 
^^  fay  unto  them  which  daub  it  with  untempered  mortar, 
''  that  it  fhall  fell :  there  Ihall  be  an  overflowing  fliower, 
^  and  ye,  O  great  hailftones,  (hall  fall,  and  a  ftormy  wind 
**  fliall  rent  it."» 

But,  perhaps,  the  fubftance  of  the  do£trine  is  retained 
while  the  language  is  held  in  derifion.     We  are  told,  it 
is  but  a  figurative  expreifion,  and  the  fame  in  its  meamng 
with  repentance  or  reformation.     Doubtlefs  it  is  fo.    And 
it  were  greatly  to  be  wifhed,  that  many  did  thoroughly 
underftand  what  is  implied  in  repentance  unto  life.     But 
the  reader  is  intreated  to  obferve,  that  it  is  a  metaphor  fre* 
quently  ufed  in  the  holy  fcripture.     I  think,  alfo,  it  is  a 
metaphor  of  peculiar  propriety  and  force  ;  well  adapted 
to  bring  into  view  both  the  nature  of  the  change  which  it 
defcribes,  and  the  means  by  which  it  is  accomplifhed.    If 
there  are  any  who  in  writing,  or  fpeaking  on  this  fubjeS, 
have  introduced  or  invented  unfcriptural  phrafes,   and 
gone  into  unintelligible  myfticifm,  this  is  neither  wonder- 
ful in  itfelf,  nor  ought  it  to  be  any  injury  or  difparajrement 
to  the  truth.     There  is  no  fubjeft  either  of  divine  or  hu- 
man  learning,  on  which  fome  have  not  written  weakly, 
foolifhly  or  erroneoufly ;  but  that  ought  not  to  excite  toy 
averiion  to  the  doftrine  itfelf,  which  hath  been  perverted 
or  abufed.     I  pray,  that  God  may  enable  me  to  write  up- 
on this  interefting  fubjeft,  in  a  clear,  intelligible  and  con- 
vincing  manner ;  to  fupport  the  truth  from  the  evidence 
of  fcripture  and  reafon ;  to  refolve,  in  a  fatisfying  manner, 
any  objeftions  that  may  feem  to  lie  againft  it ;  but,  above 
all,  to  carry  it  home  with  a  perfuafive  force  upon  the  con- 
fcience  and  heart-    I  contend  for  no  phrafes  of  man's  in- 
ventioni  but  for  fuch  as  1  find  in  the  holy  fcriptures;  from 
thefe  I  am  refolved,  through  the  grace  of  God,  never  to  de- 
part.     And,  in  the  mean  time,  I  adopt  the  words  of  the 
eminent  and  ufeful  Dr.  Doddridge,  "  If  this  doftrine,  in 
"  one  form  or  another,  be  generally  taught  by  my  bre- 
**  thren  in  the  miniftry,  I  rejoice  in  it  for  their  own  fakes, 

*  £zck.  xiii.  lo,  ii. 
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**  as  well  as  for  that  of  the  people  who  arc  under  their 
••  care." 
The  plan  of  the  following  treatife  is  this : 

I.  To  make  fome  general  obfervations  upon  the  meta- 
phor ufed  by  the  apoftle  John,  "  Except  a  man  be  bom 
^  again  ;"  and  the  fame,  or  fimilar  expreffions,  to  be  found 
in  other  parts  of  the  word  ot  God. 

II.  To  (hew  wherein  this  change  doth  properly  and 
direfkly  confift,  together  with  fome  of  its  principal  evi- 
dences  and  eife£ts. 

III.  To  Ihew  by  what  fteps,  or  by  what  means,  it  is 
ufually  brought  about. 

IV.  In  the  laft  place,  to  improve  the  fubjeft,  by  a  few 
pnUflical  addreiles  toperfons  of  different  characters. 
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Some  general  ooservatiom  on  the  metaphor  used  by  the  Apostii 
John^  Except  a  van  be  born  again,  and  the  9ame  or 
similar  expressions^  to  be  found  in  other  parts  oftheivord 
of  God. 

IT  deferves  the  ferious  attention  of  every  Chrifiian,  that, 
as  this  declaration  was  made  by  our  Saviour  in  a  very 
folenm  manner,  and  by  a  very  peculiar  metaphor,  fo  this 
is  not  the  fmgle  ])a(rage  in  which  the  fame  metaphor  is 
ufed.  We  find  it  in  the  Apoftle  Paul's  epiftle  to  Titus, 
^^  Not  by  works  of  righteoufnefs  which  we  have  done,  but 
^^  according  to  his  mercy  he  faved  us,  by  the  waihing  of 
**  regeneration,  and  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghoft."*  We 
find  one  perfe£Uy  fimilar  to  it,  in  the  fame  apoftle's  fecond 
epiftle  to  the  Corinthians,  **  Therefore  if  any  man  be  in 
*'  Chrift,  he  is  a  new  creature ;  old  things  are  paft  away, 
"  behold,  all  things  are  become  new."f  It  is  elfewhere 
called  a  new  creation,  with  reference  to  the  power  exert- 
ed in  the  produftion :  "  For  we  are  his  workmanfhip, 
**  created  in  Chrift  Jefus  unto  good  works,  which  God 
"  hath  before  ordained  that  we  fliould  walk  in  them."J 
It  is  ftill  a  figure  ot  the  fame  kind  that  is  ufed  when  we 
are  exhorted  "  to  put  off,  concerning  the  former  conver- 
*'  fation,  the  old  man,  which  is  corrupt  according  to  the 
**  deceitful  lufts  :  and  to  be  renewed  in  the  fjiirit  of  our 
*'  mind ;  and  put  on  the  new  man,  which  alter  God  is 
*'  created  in  righteoufnefs,  and  true  holincfs  ";  To 
name  no  more  pafFages,  the  real  believer  is  faid  to  be 
"  bom  of  God;*'j|  in  which  the  very  exprelTion  of  the 
text  is  repeated,  and  the  change  attributed  to  God  as  his 
proper  work. 

Wlioever  believes  in  the  perfeftion  of  the  fcriptures 
will  readily  admit,  that  it  is  intended  we  (hould  learn 
fomething  from  this  very  way  of  fpeaking  itfclf.  Let  us 
therefore  confider  what  may  be  fafely  deduced  from  it. 

*  Titus  iii.  5.  t  a  Cor.  V.  17.  \  Ephcf.  ii.  10. 

)  Ephcf.  iv.  22)  23,  24.        II   I  John  v.  4. 
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And,  as  I  would  not  willingly  firain  the  metaphor,  and 
draw  from  it  any  uncertain  conclufion  ;  fo  it  is  no  part  of 
my  deiign  to  run  it  out  into  an  extraordinary  length. 
yUny  fmaller  r^femblances  might  eafily  be  formed  be- 
tween the  image  and  the  truth,  but  they  would  be  more 
&nciful  than  ufeful.  The  reader  is  only  entreated  to  at* 
tend  to  a  few  leading  truths,  which  feem  naturally  to  arife 
from  this  metaphor,  and  may  be  both  fupported  and  il- 
luftrated  from  the  whole  tenor  pf  fcripture  dodtrine. 

SECT.     I. 

I.  From  tkii  expressions  Except  a  man  be  born  again  he 
CANNOT  SEE  THE  KINGDOM  Of  Goo,  wc  may  leam  the 
greatness  of  that  change  which  must  pass  Mpon  every 
Qkild  of  JicUmij  before  he  can  become  an  heir  pflife. 

NO  ilronger  expreffion  could  have  been  chofen  to 
fignify  a  great  and  remarkable  change  of  Hate  and 
charader,  whet^  we  take  the  metaphor  in  a  flridler  or  a 
loo&r  ienfe.  If  we  tkke  the  metaphor  in  a  firidter  fen&, 
it  may  be  intended  to  point  out  the  change  of  (late  in  an 
in^t  newly  bom,  from  what  it  was  in,  immediately  be- 
fiare  the  birth.  The  manner  of  its  exigence,  of  deriving 
it3  nouriQiment,  the  ufe  and  appligatipn  of  its  faculties,  and 
its  de&res  and  enjoyments,  are  all  entirely  different.  If 
we  take  the  metaphor  in  a  loofer  I^nfe,  being  born  may  be 
confidered  as  the  beginning  of  our  exiftence.  To  this 
fenfe  we  leem  to  be  direfted  by  the  other  expreffions,  of 
being  created  in  Chriil  Jefus,  and  made  new  creatures. 
Does  not  this  dill  teach  us  the  greatnefs  of  the  change  I 
Wc  muft  be  entirely  different  from  what  we  were  before, 
as  one  creature  differs  from  another,  or  as  that  which  be- 
gins to  be  at  any  time,  is  not^  nor  cannot  be  the  fame, 
with  wbat  did  formerly  exift. 

This  may  alfo  be  well  fupported  from  a  variety  of  other 
paOages  of  fgripture,  and  is  a  confequenge  of  different 
truths  contained  in  the  word  of  God.  For  example,  our 
natural  ftate  i^,  in  fcripture,  compared  to  death,  and  our 
recovery  to  our  being  reftored  to  life.     Thus  the  apollle 
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Paul  in  writing  to  the  Ephefians  fays,  "  And  you  hath  he 
"  quickened  who  were  dead  in  trefpafles  and  fins.**  And 
a  little  after,  "  But  God,  who  is  rich  in  mercy,  fiw  his 
"  great  love  wherewith  he  loved  us,  even  when  wc  were 
"  DEAD  in  fins,  hath  quickened  us  together  with  Chrift.*** 
To  the  fame  purpofe  the  apoftle  John  fays,  "  We  know 
"  that  we  have  paffedfrom  death  to  life."t  The  change 
is  fometimes  defcribed  by  pafling  from  darknefs  to  li^t, 
than  which  two  things,  none  can  ftand  in  greater  oppoG- 
tion  to  one  another.  "  Ye  were  fometimes  darknefs,  but 
"  now  are  ye  light  in  the  Lord.** J;  Every  one  muft  be 
fenfible  how  eafy  it  would  be  to  multiply  paffages  of  the 
fame  kind.  But  this  I  forbear,  and  only  wifli  we  had  all 
of  us  a  deep  impreflion  of  the  meaning  and  importance  of 
thefe  upon  our  hearts. 

It  will  not  be  improper,  however,  to  obferve  how  plain- 
ly the  fame  truth  appears  from  the  power  which  the  fcrip* 
ture  reprefents  as  exerted,  in  bringing  a  finner  from  a 
flate  of  nature  to  a  Rate  of  grace.  It  is  conftantly  af- 
firmed to  be  the  work  of  God,  the  efFedl  of  his  power,  nay, 
the  exceeding  greatnefs  of  his  power.  "  By  grace  ye  are 
**  arefaved,  through  faith,  anddiat  not  of  yourfelves,  it  is 
"  the  gift  of  God.**|(  "  AVork  out  your  own  falvation 
**  with  fear  and  trembling,  for  it  is  God  that  worketh  in 
"  you  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  good  pleafure.^J  And  what 
*'  is  the  exceeding  greatnefs  of  his  power  to  us  ward  who 
"  believe,  according  to  the  working  of  his  mighty  power 
**  which  he  wrought  in  Chrift  when  he  raifed  him  from 
"  the  dead,"**  Now  is  there  any  need  of  a  divine  agent 
to  perform  a  work  of  no  moment  ?  Would  it  be  celebra- 
ted as  an  efiedl  of  the  power  of  God,  if  it  were  not  truly 
great  ? 

Let  me  now,  in  the  moft  eameft  manner,  befeech  every 
perfon  who  reads  thefe  lines,  to  confider  deliberately  with 
himfelf  what  is  the  import  of  this  truth,  and  how  firmly  it 
is  eftabliihed.  It  appears  that  regeneration,  repentance, 
converfion,  or  call  it  what  you  will,  is  a  very  great  change 

*  £ph.  ii.  I,  4)  5*     t  I  John  Hi.  14*      t  £ph.  t.  8.      II  £ph.  ii.  8. 
^  Phil.  ii.  12.         .•♦  Eph.  i.  19. 
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from  die  (late  in  which  every  inan  comes  into  the  world. 
This  appears  from  our  Saviour^s  aflertion,  that  we  mud 
be  "  bom  again."  It  appears  from  a  great  variety  of  other 
icripture  phrafes,  and  is  the  certain  confequence  of  fome 
of  the  mod  eiTential  doctrines  of  the  gofpel. 

With  what  jealoufy  ought  this  to  fiU  many  of  the  ftate 
of  their  fouls  ?  How  flight  and  inconfiderable  a  thing  is  it, 
that  with  multitudes  pafles  for  religion  ?  efpecially  in  thefe 
days  of  ferenity  and  funlhine  to  the  church,  when  they  are 
not  compelled  by  danger  to  weigh  the  matter  with  delibe- 
ration ?  A  few  cold  forms,  a  little  outward  decency,  fome 
fiiint  delires,  rather  than  endeavors,  is  all  they  can  afiford 
for  fecuring  their  everlafting  happinefs.  Can  the  weak- 
nefs  and  infufficiency  of  thefe  things  poflibly  appear  in  a 
fironger  light  than  when  true  religion  is  confidered  as  a 
new  creation,  and  a  fecond  birth  ?  If  the  infpired  writers 
be  allowed  to  exprefs  themfelves  either  with  propriety  or 
truth,  it  is  painful  to  think  of  the  unhappy  deluded  ft^te  of 
fo  great  a  number  of  our  fellow-fmner^. 

Will  fo  great  a  change  take  place,  and  yet  have  no  vi- 
fible  effedl?  Had  any  great  change  happened  in  your 
worldly  circumftances,  from  riches  to  poverty,  or  from 
poverty  to  riches,  all  around  you  would  have  fpeedily  dif- 
Gcmed  it.  Had  any  fuch  change  happened  in  yqur  health, 
it  had  been  impoflible  to  conceal  it.  Had  it  happened  in 
your  intellectual  accomplifhments,  from  ignorance  to 
knowledge,  it  would  have  been  quickly  celebrated.  How 
« comes  it  then  to  be  quite  undifcemable,  when  it  is  from 
fin  to  holinefs  ?  I  am  fenfible  that  men  are  very  ingenious 
in  juftifying  their  conduct,  and  very  fuccefsful  in  deceiv- 
ing themfelves.  They  will  tell  us  that  religion  is  a  hidden 
thing,  not  to  be  feen  by  the  world,  but  lying  open  to  his 
view  who  judgeth  the  fecrets  of  all  hearts.  And  doubt- 
lefs  this  18,  in  one  view,  a  great  truth :  true  religion  is  not 
given  to  oftentation ;  diffident  of  itfelf,  it  is  unwilling  to 
promife  much,  left  it  ihould  be  found  wanting.  But  it 
ought  to  be  confidered  that,  however  concealed  the  inward 
principle  may  be,  the  practical  effe£ts  muft  of  necefiity 
appear.  As  one  table  of  the  moral  law  confifts  entirely 
of  our  4v>ty  to  others,  whoever  is  born  again,  and  renew- 
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ed  in  thft  ft>irit  of  his  mind,  will  be  found  a  quite  different 
perron  from  what  he  was  before,  in  bis  converiation  widi 
his  fellow-creatures. 

Hypocriticiil  pretences  to  extraordinary  fan^ty  are  in- 
deed  highly  criminal  in  themfelves,  and  extremely  odious 
in  the  fight  of  God.  But  the  prefent  age  does  not  feem 
to  have  the  lead  tendency  to  this  extreme.  There  is  ano- 
ther thing  much  more  common,  not  lefs  abfurd,  and  infi- 
nitely more  dangerous  to  manlund  in  general :  a  demand 
upon  tlie  public,  that,  by  an  extraordinary  effort  of  cha- 
rity, they  ihould  always  fuppofe  the  reality  of  religion,  in 
the  heart,  when  there  is  not  the  lead  fymptom  of  it  in  the 
life.  Nay,  fome  are  hardly  fatisfied  even  with  this,  but 
infift  that  men  fhould  believe  vtU  of  others,  not  only 
withoat,  but  againil  evidence.  A  bad  opinion  expreffca 
6f  a  man,  even  upon  the  mod  open  inftancesof  protanity^ 
is  often  anfwered  with,  '*  What  have  you  to  do  to  judge 
the  heart  ?"  It  is  amazing  to  think  what  inward  confote- 
tion  finners  derive  to  themfelves  from  this  claim  of  for- 
bearance from  their  fellow-creatures.  Let  me  bcfeech  all 
fuch  to  conlider,  that  as  God  cannot  be  deceived,  and 
x^ill  not  be  mocked,  fo  in  truth  they  ufually  deceive  none 
but  themfelves.  Evcrj'  human  affection,  when  it  is  ftrong 
and  lively,  will  difcover  itfelf  by  its  apparent  effects ; 
and  it  is  as  true  of  religious  affe6tions  as  of  any  other,  that 
**  the  tree  is  known  by  its  fruits.'* 

But  if  they  have  reafon  to  fufpefl:  themfelves  whofe 
ciiange  is  not  vifibic  to  others,  how  much  more  thofe,  who, 
if  they  deal  faithfully,  mull  confefs  they  are  quite  Gran- 
gers to  any  fuch  thing  in  their  own  hearts.  I  do  not 
mean  that  every  perfon  flionld  be  able  to  give  an  account 
of  the  time  and  manner  of  his  converfion.  This  is  often 
effected  in  fo  flow  and  gradual  a  manner,  that  it  cannot 
be  confined  to  a  precife  or  particular  period.  But  furely 
thofe  who  are  no  way  fcnfible  of  any  change  in  the  courfe 
of  their  affedlions,  and  the  objefts  at  which  they  are 
pointed,  can  fcarcely  think  that  they  are  born  again,  or  be 
able  to  afEx  a  proper  meaning  to  fo  ftrong  an  expreffion. 
I  have  read  an  obfcrvation  oif  an  eminent  author.  That 
thofe  who  cannot  remember  the  time  when  they  were 
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ignonmt  or  unlearned,  have  reafon  to  conclude  Uiat  they 
are  fo  ftill :  becaufe,  however  flow  and  infenfible  the  fieps 
of  improvement  have  been,  the  effe£ts  will  at  laft  clearly 
appear,  by  comparifon  with  an  uncultivated  (late.  In  the 
fiune  manner,  whoever  cannot  remember  the  time  when 
he  ferved  the  former  luils  in  his  ignorance,  has  reafon  to 
conclude  that  no  change  deferving  the  name  of  regenera- 
tion, has  ever  yet  taken  place. 

It  will  be,  perhaps,  accounted  an  exception  to  this,  that 
fome  are  fo  early  formed  for  the  fervice  of  God,  by  his 
bleffing  on  a  pious  education,  and  happily  preferved  from 
ever  entering  upon  the  deftrufiiive  paths  of  vice,  that  they 
cannot  be  fuppofed  to  recolle£t  the  time  when  they  were 
at  enmity  with  God.  But  this  is  an  objection  of  no  con- 
iequence.  The  perfons  here  defcribed  have  generally  fo 
much  tendernefs  of  confcience,  fo  deep  a  fenfe  of  the  evit 
of  fin,  that  of  all  others,  they  will  mod  readily  (Ufcover 
and  confefs  the  workings  of  corruption  in  their  own  hearts, 
and  that  ^^  law  in  their  members  that  warreth  againft  the 
"  law  of  God  in  their  minds."  They  will  be  of  all  others 
tnoft  fenfible  of  the  growth  of  the  new,  and  mortification 
of  die  old  nature ;  and  will  often  remember  the  folty  and 
vanity  of  youth,  in  inftances  that  by  mod  others  would 
have  been  reckoned  perfedtly  harmlefs. 

What  hath  been  faid  in  this  fe£tion,  is  exprefsly  defign- 
ed  to  awaken  fuch  fecure  and  carelefs  formalifis  as  may 
have  any  general  belief  of  the  word  of  God.  To  be  bom 
again  mull  be  a  great  change.  Can  you  then  fuppofe  that 
you  have  undergone  this,  not  only  without  any  applica- 
tkm  to  it,  but  without  fo  much  as  being  fenfible  of  it,  or 
being  aUe  to  difcover  its  proper  effe£ts. 

SECT.    II. 

This  expression^  except  a  kan  be  born  again,  and  other 
simiiar  expressions j  imply ^  that  the  change  ^here  intended 
is  not  merely  purticUy  but  universal. 

ANEW  birth  evidently  implies  an  univerfal  change. 
It  muft  be  oF  the  whole  man,  not  in  fome  particu- 
lars, but  in  all  without  exception.    As  this  is  a  truth 
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which  naturally  arifes  from  the  fubjed,  fo  it  is  a  truth  dF 
the  lad  moment  and  importance,  which  merits  the  nioft 
ferious  attention  of  all  thofe  who  defire  to  keep  themfelves 
trom  illufion  and  felf-deceit  in  this  interefting  queftion. 

Innumerable  are  the  deceits  of  Satan.  If  he  cannot 
keep  fmners  in  abfolute  blindnefs  and  fecurity,  which  is 
his  firft  attempt,  he  indufiriouily  endeavors  to  pervert 
their  views  of  religion,  either  by  caufing  them  to  miftakc 
appearances  for  realities,  or  fubilituting  a  part  for  the  whole. 
This  branch  of  the  fubje£t  is  of  the  more  confequence, 
that  I  am  perfuaded  it  is  peculiarly  applicable  to  great 
numbers  of  the  ordinary  hearers  of  the  gofpel  as  fuch.  The 
great  bulk  of  thofe  who  finally  fall  fliort  of  everlafting  life, 
though  they  lived  under  the  adminiftration  of  the  word 
and  facraments,  are  ruined  by  millakes  of  this  kind. 
There  are  few  of  them,  if  any  at  all,  who  have  at  no  time, 
through  their  whole  lives,  any  ferious  impreillons  about 
tlieir  fouls,  or  do  nothing  in  the  way  of  religion.  There 
are  ililt  fewer  who  are  fi)eculative  unbelievers,  and  fortify 
themfelves  in  their  profane  praftices,  by  irreligious  prin- 
ctples.  The  far  greateft  number  do  fome  things,  and 
abilain  from  others,  to  quiet  the  inward  complaints  of  con- 
Icience,  and  mull  have  fome  broken  reed  or  other,  on 
which  they  may  reft  their  eternal  hopes. 

It  might  ferve  in  general  to  alarm  fuch  perfons,  that, 
as  I  have  obferved  above,  the  change  is  evidently  very 
great,  aixl  therefore  they  ought  not  eafily  to  fuppofe  that 
it  is  already  paft.  But  I  now  add  fomething  ftill  more 
awakening,  that  the  change,  however  great,  if  it  is  only 
partial,  is  not  fuch  as  is  neceflary  to  falvation.  There  may 
be  a  change  truly  great  in  fome  particulars,  from  one  pe- 
riod of  life  to  another,  not  only  fenfible  to  a  man's  felf, 
but  vifible  and  remarkable  to  others  about  him,  which  yet 
is  not  faving,  becaufe  it  is  not  general,  or  becaufe  it  is  not 
permanent.  The  truth  of  this  obfervation,  that  the  change 
mull  be  univerfal,  appears  from  the  conftant  tenor  of  the 
holy  fcriptures.  Thus  the  Pfalmift  fays,  "  then  fliall  I 
*^  not  be  afhamed,  when  I  have  refpeft  unto  all  thy  com- 
*•  mandments."*  And  the  apollle  James, "  Whofoever 
*  Pfal.  cxiz«  6* 
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**  fiiall  keep  the  whole  law,  and  yef  oflFend  in  one  point, 
"  be  is  guilty  of  all."*  It  is  indeed,  fo  much  the  lan- 
guage of  fcripture,  that  it  is  needlefs  to  infift  upon  it*  God 
will  be  ferved  without  a  rival,  and  will  not  fhare  domini- 
on with  any  in  the  human  heart.  But  what  I  am  perfua- 
ded  will  be  of  mod  ufe  upon  this  fubje£t,  will  be  to  point 
out,  in  a  tew  particulars,  by  what  means  a  partial  change 
is  f^metimes  brought  about,  and  how  this  differs  from  that 
which  is  faving  and  univerfaK 

I.  In  the  firft  place,  fometimes  a  partial  change  in 
point  of  morals,  is  produced  merely  by  a  natural  or  ac- 
cidental change  in  age,  temper,  or  fituation.  There  are 
different  fins  to  which  men  are  addicted  in  the  different 
periods  or  ftages  of  the  human  life.  Thefe,  of  confe- 
quence,  give  way  to,  and  are  fucceeded  by  one  another. 
There  are,  indeed,  inftances  of  extraordinary  depravati- 
on in  fome  perfons,  who  "  felling  themfelves"  like  Ahab, 
to  work  inkjuity,  become  the  ikves  of  almoft  every  evil 
habit  incident  to  human  nature.  Thefe,  however,  are 
cfteemed  monfters  even  by  the  world  in  general,  whocon- 
ttnoe  in  thecommifflon  of  every  fin  while  they  can,  and 
bum  with  deTires  after  them  when  they  cannot.  But  it 
often  happens  that  the  folly  and  levity,  nay,  even  the  dif- 
fdlute  licentioufnefs  of  youth,  gives  way  to  the  ambitious 
projects  of  riper  years,  and  the  hurry  of  an  active  life ; 
and  thefe  again  are  fucceeded  by  fordid,  felfifh,  and  cove- 
tous old  age.  In  many  cafes  the  fins  are  changed,  but  the 
dtfpofition  to  fin  and  averfionfrom  God,  remains  ftill  the 
Ikme.  One  fin  may  be  eafily  fupplanted  by  another,  in 
a  heart  that  is  wholly  a  ftranger  to  renewing  grace.  How 
greatly  then  may  men  deceive  themfelves,  by  drawing 
fitvorable  conclufions  from  even  a  great  and  remarkable 
change  in  fome  one  or  more  particulars,  while  they  con- 
tinue under  the  government  of  fins  of  a  different  kind.  It 
is  of  fmall  confequence  which  of  the  commandments  of 
God  are  tranfgreffed,  fince  they  are  all  of  equal  and  in- 
difpenlable  obligation.  It  is  of  little  monient  for  a  man  to 
get  quit  of  one  diftcmper,  by  contracting  another  equally 
inveterate,  and  as  certainly  mortal.     What  profit  was  it 

•  James  ii.  lo. 
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to  the  Pharifee  that  he  was  not  an  extortioner  like  the 
publican  ?  his  pride  rendered  him  ftiU  more  ocUous  and 
deteilable  in  the  fight  of  God. 

I  may  add  here«  that  beiides  the  common  and  neceflary 
change  of  age  and  temper,  a  change  of  fituation,  employ, 
ment  and  connexions,  will  fometimes  wean  a  man  from 
one  fm  and  introduce  an  attachment  to  another.  If  the 
temptation  is  removed,  the  fire*  may  be  extinguiflied  for 
want  of  fuel.  The  inclination  to  fin  in  fome  kinds  may 
be  thus  occafionally  weakened,  or  the  commiflion  of  it 
rendered  impoflible.  It  is  eafy  to  fee  that  fuch  a  change 
as  this  can  be  of  no  avail  in  the  fight  of  God ;  or  rather, 
to  fpeak  more  properly,  it  is  only  an  apparent^  and  no 
real  change  at  all.  It  is  a  difference  ofeffe£t  from  an  al- 
teration of  circumftances»  but  arifing  from  the  very  fame 
caufe.  Are  there  not  many  who  may  apply  this  refle€lion 
to  themfelves  ?  Are  there  not  many  who  have  ceafed  to 
fin  in  fome  refpe£ts,  becaufe  they  have  begun  to  fin  in 
others  ?  Are  there  not  many  who  are  abuied  and  deceiv-i 
ed  by  this  delufory  view  ?  who  take  comfort  to  themfelves 
by  remembering  fome  fpecies  of  fins  or  follies  which  they 
now  fincerely  and  heartily  defpife  ?  Take  heed  that  this 
be  not  entirely  owing  to  your  progrefs  through  life,  or  a 
change  of  circumfiances  and  fituation.  Are  you  not  ftill 
living  as  much  to  yourfelves  as  ever  ?  as  much  averfc 
from  a  life  of  love  to,  and  communion  with  God,  as  ever  I 
Kemember,  that  though  your  conduA  may  be  wifer  and 
more  prudent,  and  your  character  more  refpeftable  in  the 
world  than  before,  this  is  no  proof  of  regeneration ;  and 
"  except  a  man  be  bom  again,  he  cannot  fee  the  king* 
''  dom  of  God." 

2.  Sometimes  a  partial  change  is  produced  bv  ftrong 
occafional  conviftions,  either  from  the  word  or  providence 
of  God.  There  are  many  inftances  in  which  convictions 
of  fin  are  raifed  in  the  minds  of  the  hearers  of  the  gofpel, 
which  continue  in  great  force  for  fome  time,  and  have  a 
partial  cffcft  which  ftill  remains.  Even  a  Felix  is  fome- 
times made  to  tremble  at  the  thoughts  of  a  judgment  to 
come.  It  is  very  certain  that  natural  confcience,  when 
awakened  by  the  word  of  God,  will  both  reftrain  from  fin, 


Oil  i-ic\'cncfaiw.i.  icc 


"6 


and  excite  to  duty,  even  while  fm  hath  the  dominion  upon 
the  whole.  As  the  fpirit  luAeth  againll  the  ileih,  and  the 
flefli  againft  the  fpirit,  in  believers,  fo  confcience,  the 
dhrine  witnefs  in  the  hearts  of  unbelievers,  may  urge  to 
the  practice  of  duty  in  a  certain  meafure,  when  it  is  not 
able  to  change  die  heart  inwardly  and  univerfally.  It 
may  deter  from  fins  to  which  the  attachment  is  lefs  ftrong, 
even  whilil  it  is  not  able  to  expel  a  darling  luft,  or  de- 
throne a  favorite  idol. 

There  is  a  remarkable  example  of  this  charafter  in 
Herod,  and  his  behavior  to  John  Baptiih  We  are  told 
by  the  evangelift  Mark,  that  Herod  **  feared  John,  know- 
"  ing  that  he  was  a  juft  man  and  an  holy,  and  obferved 
^^  him,  and  when  he  heard  him  he  did  many  things,  and 
"  heard  him  gladly.*'*  That  is  to  fay,  he  did  many  fuch 
things  as  were  leaft  contrary  to  the  bent  of  corrupt  affec- 
tion. But  that  the  change  was  not  entire  is  plain;  for 
when  he  was  reproved  for  his  beloved  luft,  it  only  ferved 
to  inflame  his  refentment,  and  he  took  away  the  life  of  his 
reprover.  We  find  that  Ahab  king  of  Ifrael,  of  whom  it 
is&idthathe  ^^did  more  to  provoke  the  Lord  God  of 
**  Ifrael  to  anger  than  all  that  went  before  him,''  yet  hum- 
bled himfelf  on  the  denunciation  of  divine  wrath,  and  was 
fo  br  penitent  as  ferved  to  procure  a  fufpenfion  of  the 
temporal  (Iroke. 

It  appears,  indeed,  from  innumerable  inftances  in 
Icripture,  as  well  as  from  daily  experience,  that  there  are 
temporary  convictions  raifed  in  the  minds  of  many,  both 
by  the  word  and  providence  of  God.  It  is  alfo  certain, 
that  there  are  imperfeft  effects  of  thefe  convidlions,  which 
often  continue  a  confiderable  time,  or  rather  are  perpetu- 
al, though  they  are  ftill  only  partial.  Many  finners, 
though  they  continue  unrenewed,  yet  dare  not  return  to 
the  iame  unbounded  licence  as  before.  Nay,  there  are 
fome  fins,  under  the  penal  effects  of  which  they  have  fe- 
vcrely  fmarted,  which  they  never  dare  afterwards  to  in- 
dulge. We  have  a  very  remarkable  national  infiance  of 
dus  imperfect  reformation  in  the  Jews.  They  were  at 
fiift  fliamefully  and  amazingly  prone  to  idolatry,  and  con- 

•  Mark  vi.  20. 
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tinued  fo  under  repeated  ftrokes,  till  the  terrible  defolati^ 
on  they  met  with  at  the  Babylonilh  captivity  ;  from  that 
period  however,  notwithflanding  their  great  guilt  in  other 
particulars,  they  never  returned  to  idolatry,  but  to  this 
day  continue  to  have  the  deeped  abhorrence  of  that  ca- 
pital crime. 

There  arc  many  particular  perfons  in  the  fame  fituati- 
on.  Some  fins  which  have  lain  heavy  on  their  confciences, 
or  for  which  they  have  feverely  fuffered  in  the  courfc  of 
Providence,  ihey  will  not  commit ;  but  others,  one  or 
more,  which  may  be  called  their  "  own  iniquity,"  they 
hold  fad,  and  will  not  let  them  go.  Are  there  not  difie- 
rent  degrees  of  depravation  and  obilinacy  to  be  found  in 
different  finners,  as  well  as  different  degrees  of  holinefs, 
obedience,  and  fubmiflion  in  the  children  of  God  ?  And 
though  there  is  ufually  aprogrefs  in  the  firft  to  the  worfe^ 
as  well  as  in  the  laft  to  the  better,  yet  ftill  there  may  be 
particular  fins  which  they  dare  not  commit,  and  particular 
duties  which  they  diligently  difcharge.  Nay,  this  partial 
charadler  is  often  the  very  thing  that  blinds  their  minds, 
and  continues  their  lecurity  in  an  habitual  alienation  of 
heart  from  the  life  and  power  of  true  religion. 

Are  there  not  many  cuftomary  Chrillians  who  have  a 
form  of  godiinefs,  and,  though  they  are  utter  llrangers  to 
communion  with  God,  }'ct  nothing  will  induce  them  to 
part  with  their  form  ?  Are  there  not  many  whom  it  would 
be  unjuft  to  brand  with  the  grofler  crimes  of  profane 
fwearing,  fenfual  riot,  or  unclean  luft,  who  yet  have  their 
hearts  fet  upon  the  world,  which  they  love  and  purfue, 
and  on  which  they  reft  with  complacency,  as  their  fweet- 
eft  portion  ?  Are  all  outwardly  decent  and  fober  perfons 
ready  to  take  up  ihe  crofs,  and  follow  their  mafter  without 
the  camp  ?  Are  they  ready  to  forfake  "  houfes  and  bre- 
**  thren,  and  fitters  and  lands,  yea,  and  their  own  life 
"  alfo,  for  his  fake  and  the  pofpeFs  ?"  And  yet  without 
this  they  cannot  be  his  difciples.  There  are  many  hard 
fayings  in  religion,  which  ordinary  profeffors  cannot  bear, 
and  with  which  they  never  comply.  Remember  the  cale 
of  the  young  man  who  came  to  our  Saviour,  and  fpoke 
with  fo  much  modefty  and  difcretion,  but  could  not  bear 
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this  great  trial :  "  Then  Jefus  beholding  him,  loved  him, 
**  and  laid  unto  him,  One  thing  thou  lacked  :  go  thy  way, 
**  fell  whatfoever  thou  hail,  and  give  to  the  poor,  and 
**  thou  fhalt  have  treafure  in  heaven  ;  and  come,  take  up 
**  the  crofs  and  follow  me.  And  he  was  fad  at  that  fay- 
•*  ing,  and  went  away  grieved,  for  he  had  great  poffeffi- 
•*  ons."* 

3.  Sometimes  a  partial  change  is  produced,  ina*great 
meafure,  even  by  the  love  and  attachment  which  men 
have  to  fome  one  darling  and  governing  fin.  The  lefs 
willing  they  are  to  cut  off  the  right  hand,  and  to  pluck  out 
the  right  eye,  the  more  zealous  and  diligent  they  will  be 
in  other  things,  to  atone  for  the  indulgence,  or  tdl:over  it 
from  their  own  obiervation.  How  careful  is  a  Pharifec 
to  tithe  mint,  anife,  and  cummin,  while  he  negleds  the 
weightier  matters  of  the  law  ?  How  does  he  "make  broad 
"  his  phylafteries,  and  enlarge  the  borders  of  his  gar- 
"  mcnt,"  while  he  is  defeftive  in  "judgment,  mercy  and 
*'  faith  V^  IJow  did  the  ancient  Jews  come  with  thoufandfi 
of  rams  and  ten  thoufand  rivers  of  oil,  while  living  in  the 
habitual  neglect  of  fome  of  the  moil  important  branches 
of  the  divine  law  ?  We  have  an  appofite  example  of  this 
in  the  condu£l  of  Saul,  when  fent  againft  Amalek :  he 
fparod  of  the  fpoil  what  was  good,  though  he  was  com- 
manded  to  delhroy  it,  and  then  pretended  to  make  a  free 
uncomUnanded  offering  of  facrifice  unto  God,  for  which  he 
jaci  with  this  juil  and  fevere  reprimand  :  "  Hath  the  Lord 
"  as  great  delight  in  burnt-offerings  and  facrifices,  as  in 
"  obeying  the  voice  of  the  Lord  ?  Behold,  to  obey  is  better 
"  than  facrifice,  and  to  hearken  than  the  fat  of  rams."t 
We  fee  every  day  innumerable  inilances  of  the  fame  kind ; 
when  there  is  any  fin  which  men  are  willing  to  fparc, 
which  they  defend  with  arguments,  or  palliate  with  ex- 
cufeSy  they  are  fo  much  the  more  ready  to  over-do  in  fuch 
duties  as  are  not  fo  contrary  to  the  prefent  current  of  un- 
fan^ified  affection. — From  all  this  you  will  plainly  fee, 
tbatno  man  ought  to  judge  of  himfelf  by  the  greatnefs  of 
the  change  in  any  particular,  unlefs  it  is  univerfal,  and 
vithoQt  exception. 

f  March  x#  21,  22.        t  1  Sam*  xv.  22. 
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SECT.    III. 

Trom  these  xvords^  exckpt  a  man  be  born  again,  he  can- 
not SEETUE  KINGDOM  OF  GoD,  Olid  Other  stmihr  express 
s/ons  in  the  holy  scriptureSj  we  may  infer  that  the  change 
here  intended  is  not  merely  external  and  ixperfect,  hit 

INWARD,    ESSENTIAL   a/1^  COMPLEAT. 

I  MIGHT  have  divided  this  obfervation  into  two  parts, 
and  treated  of  them  feparately  ;  firft  fliewing  that  it  is 
not  an  outward  and  apparent  only,  but  an  internal  and 
real  change ;  fecondly,  that  it  is  not  an  imperfed  change, 
or  difference  in  degree  only,  but  a  compleat  and  eflential 
change  of  the  whole  charai^er.  But  as  the  illuftration  of 
thefe  two  muft  have  neceffarily  in  a  great  meafure  coinci- 
ded, and  they  are  very  clofely  connected,  I  have  chofen 
to  join  them  together. 

That  what  fliall  be  faid  on  this  fubje6t  may  be  the  more 
ufeful  and  profitable,  I  will  endeavor  lo  explain,  in  as 
didin^  and  fimple  a  manner  as  I  am  able,  what  you  are 
to  underftand  by  the  above  remarks  The  firft  part  of  it 
will  be  moft  cafily  comprehended,  that  it  is  not  an  exter- 
nal only,  but  an  internal  change  ;  that  the  moft  apparent- 
ly  ftrict  and  regular  converfation,  the  moft  faultlefs  dif- 
charge  of  outward  duties,  will  not  be  fufficient,  while  the 
heart  continues  enflaved  to  fm  in  general,  or  under  the 
dominion  of  any  particular  luft.  The  other  part  of  the 
remark  is,  that  the  change  muft  not  only  be  imperfeft,  or 
in  degree,  but  eflential  and  compleat.  That  is  to  fay,  it 
is  not  fufficient  that  a  man  be  fomewhat  Icfs  wicked  than 
before,  that  he  not  only  gives  up  fomefins,  but  ufe  mode- 
ration in  others  ;  nay,  though  he  be  under  fome  degree  of 
reftraint  univerfally,  if  ftill  there  is  not  what  may  be  call- 
ed an  eflential  change  of  charafter,  if  ftill  fin  has  the  afcen- 
dency  upon  the  whole,  though  its  dominion  be  not  fd  un- 
controlled as  before. 

Sin  may  certainly  have  the  chief  feat  in  the  affections, 
though  it  hath  not  altogether  quiet  and  peaceable  pofleiEon. 
There  muft  always  be  fome  governing  principle,  which, 
properly  fpeaking,  conftitutcs  the  charafter.     As  our  Sa- 


On  Regeneration.  113 

viour  tells  us,  "  No  man  can  ferve  two  mafters ;  for  either 
^^  he  will  hate  the  one  and  love  the  other,  or  elfe  he  will 
**  hold  to  the  one  and  defpife  the  other ;  ye  cannot  ferve 
••  God  and  mammon.*'*  Grace  and  corruption  are  op- 
pofite  to  their  natures,  and  mutually  dedruilive  of  each 
other,  b>  far  as  they  prevail :  and  therefore  the  grea'tquef- 
tion  is,  not  how  far  any  of  them  is  altered  from  what  it 
was  formerly  in  iifelf,  but  how  far  it  prevails  in  oppofition 
to  the  other,  and  hath  truly  the  government  of  the  man. 
I  find  it  extremely  difficult  to  communicate  this  truth  in  a 
fimple  and  intelligible  manner,  fo  as  to  be  level  to  the 
meiAueft  capacities.  And  it  is  little  wonder ;  for  here 
lies  the  chief  part  of  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin.  It  will,  i 
hope,  be  better  underftood  by  what  is  now  to  be  added, 
both  for  its  proof  and  illuftration. 

That  what  1  have  above  aflerted  is  agreeable  to  the  ana- 
logy of  faith,  and  a  part  of  the  will  of  God,  may  eafily  be 
made  appear.  It  is  the  conftant  uniform  do£lrine  of  the 
holy  icriptures.  There  we  find  it  is  the  peculiar  prero^ 
gative  of  God,  that  he  feeth  and  judgedi  the  heart.  By 
thia  his  knowledge  is  diftiaguiihed  from,  and  excels  all 
created  underftaodtng,  and  therefore,  as  no  appearance 
will  deceive,  fo  no  infincere  profeffion  will  be  accepted  by 
him :  «*  For  the  Ijord  feeth  not  as  man  feeth,  for  man 
''  looketh  on  the  outward  appearance,  but  the  Lord  look- 
^'  eth  on  the  heart.*'f  To  this  purpofe  is  the  exhortati- 
pn  of  David  to  his  ion  Solomon  :  '<  And  thou  Solomon, 
''  my  iaD,know  thou  the  God  of  thy  father,  and  ferve  him 
'^  with  a  perfect  heart  and  with  a  willing  mind,  for  the 
''  Lord  fearcheth  all  hearts,  and  underftandeth  all  the  ima- 
**  ^nations  of  the  thoughts."! 

The  ftrefi  that  is  laid  on  this  in  fcripture,  and  the  fire- 
quent  repetition  of  the  word  "  heart,"  can  hardly  have  eC 
caped  the  notice  even  of  the  moft  curfory  reader,  or  the 
moft  fnpcrficial  obferver.  We  find  the  confent  of  tlie  heart 
required  as  indifpenfably  and  chiefly  neceffary,  and  that 
as  diftinguiihed  from  outward  and  apparent  obedience, 
which,  without  it,  will  be  of  no  ^ue.  ''  My  ion,  give  mc 

•  Mau.  vL  24«    \  I  Sam.  zvu  ^.    \  i  Chron.  xxviii*  9. 
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"  thine  heart,**  fays  Solomon,  "  and  let  thine  eyesobfervc 
"  my  ways.'**  We  find  an  inward  change  of  heart  and 
difpofition  promifed  by  God  as  the  work  of  his  Spirit  and 
grace  :  "  A  new  heart  alfo  will  I  give  you,  and  a  new  fpi- 
"  fit  will  I  put  within  you ;  and  I  will  take  way  the  Itonjr 
*'  heart  out  of  your  flefli,  and  I  will  give  you  an  heart  of 
**  fleflv  and  I  will  put  my  Spirit  within  you,  and  caufe 
"  you  to  walk  in  my  ftatutes,  and  ye  Ihall  keep  my  judg- 
"  meats  and  do  them.'*|  We  find  the  fame  thing  im- 
plored  by  penitent  finners,  as  neceflary  to  their  recovery : 
*'  Create  in  me  a  clean  heart,  O  God,  and  renew  a  right 
*"  Ipirit  v/ithin  me.**^  And  we  find  the  duty  of  returning 
penitents,  prefcribed  in  the  very  fame  terms :  "  Caft  away 
"  from  you  all  your  tranfgreflions,  whereby  ye  have  tranf- 
"  greffed,  and  make  you  a  new  heart  and  a  new  fpirit ;  for 
*'  why  will  ye  die,  O  houfe  of  Ifrael.*1| 

I  Ihall  only  further  obferve,  that  we  find  in  fcripture  an 
integrity  of  heart  required  to  real  religion;  that  is  to  fay, 
that  the  love  of  God  muft  be  the  commanding  governing 
j>rinciple,  that  there  mufl  be  no  divided  or  rival  affeftion 
lUfiered  to  remain :  "  For  the  Lord  your  God  proveth  you, 
**  to  knov/  whether  you  love  the  Lord  your  God  with  all 
•'  your  heart  and  with  all  your  foul,"^|  The  firil  duty  of 
*'  the  moral  law  runs  \\\  thefe  terms :  "  Thou  fhalt  love 
"  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy 
"  foul,  and  with  all  thy  mind  ;"**  which,  as  a  precept  of 
the  gofpel,  is  explained  by  the  following  paflage ;  ^'  He 
**  that  loveth  father  or  mother  more  than  me,  is  not  wor- 
*'  thy  of  me ;  and  he  that  loveth  fon  or  daughter  more 
•^  than  nie,  is  not  wortiiy  of  me,*'f  f  If,  to  any,  the  col- 
lefting  oi  lb  many  paflages  of  fcripture  feem  tedious,  it  is 
entirely  owing  to  the  abundance  and  commonncfs  of  them. 
It  were  eafy  to  have  added  ten  times  the  number  to  thofe 
which  have  been  already  quoted,  a  dircumflance  to  which 
I  particularly  beg  the  reader's  attention,  as  it  fcts  in  the 
Itrongeit  light  the  certainty  and  importance  of  this  truth. 

•  Prov.  xxiii.  26.  t  Kzek.  xxxvi.  26.  27.  \  Pfal.  li.  10.  ||  £zek. 
xvili.  31.     ^  Dsut.  ::i;i.  3.     **    Ma::.  x.\ii.  37.     ^\  Matt.  x.  37* 
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IjUnring  fo  far  confirmed  and  eftabliihed  the  obfervation 
from  die  facred  oracles,  I  would  willingly  illuftrate  and 
apply  it  a  little  more  particularly.  And  as  truth  feldom 
receives  greater  light  from  any  thing  than  from  a  difcove- 
ry  of  the  oppofue  errors,  I  Ihall  point  out,by  what  means 
fometimes  an  apparent  or  imperfedl  change  is  produced, 
which  is  not  inward  and  edential.  This  1  apprehend  will 
be  cfFedted  by  a  view  of  the  following  charaders,  every 
where  to  be  met  with.  i.  A  charafiler  formed  upon  a 
well-condu£led  felfifh  principle.  2.  One  that  is  fupreme- 
ly  governed  by  reputation,  and  a  defire  of  honor  and  re- 
fpe£t  from  men.  3.  One  that  is  influenced  by  a  rcligi- 
ous  principle,  in  which  a  fpirit  of  bondage  and  llavifli  fear 
chiefly  predominates. 

In  the  firft  place,  there  is  a  chara£ler  in  the  world  which 
may  be  faid  to  be  formed  upon  a  well-condu6led  felfifh 
principle.  It  may  be  faid  indeed,  in  general,  of  ^\trf 
unrenewed  pcrfon,  that  in  fuch  a  heart  God  is  dethroned, 
and  felf,  in  one  fhape  or  other,  is  exalted,  is  fet  in  his  place 
and  reigns  in  his  ilead :  but  what  I  have  chiefly  in  view 
at  prelent  is,  to  point  out  the  charafter  of  thofe  who,  in  all 
thofe  parts  of  their  condufil  which  afTume  the  name  of  re- 
ligion or  of  virtue,  are  chiefly  adluated  not  by  a  fenfe  of 
duty,  but  by  an  intention  to  promote  their  own  prefent 
fatisfaClion  and  comfort.  It  is  the  language  of  experi- 
ence and  found  reafon,  as  well  as  of  the  word  of  God, 
"  that  the  wicked  worketh  a  deceitful  work."  There  are 
many  immediate  and  fenfible  bad  confequences  of  vice 
and  wickednefs.  Some  who  have  already  fmarted  under 
their  effe6ts,  may,  therefore,  in  many  inftances  avoid 
them,  without  any  due  fenfe  of  the  evil  of  fin  as  againll 
the  law  of  God,  or  taking  his  fervice  as  their  hearty  and 
unfeigned  choice. 

Let  us  give  fome  examples  of  this.  A  man  may  avoid 
intemperance  and  excefs,  purely  or  chiefly,  becaufe  it  is 
hurtfiil  to  his  health,  and  introduces  fuch  diforders  into  his 
frame  as  incapacitates  him  for  relifliing  even  the  pleafures 
of  the  world  and  of  fenfe.  A  man  may  find  from  experi- 
cncc,  that  being  injurious  to  others  in  word  or  indeed, 
nay,  even  refenting  the  injuries  done  to  himfelf,  raifes  up 
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To  many  enemies,  and  fo  inflames  every  little  incident,  as 
greatly  to  diilurb  his  peace.  He  may  therefore  be  patient 
and  forbearing,  whilll  it  is  not  owing  to  any  meeknefs  of 
mind,  or  government  of  his  paflions  from  a  fenfe  of  duty, 
but  merely  to  the  Itrength  of  his  judgment,  and  his  iall- 
iiig  upon  the  fitted  way  of  promoting  his  town  eafe.  It  is 
precilcly  this  fort  of  men  who  may  often  be  obferved  to 
be  reafonable,  modeft,  and  felf-denied,  in  their  deportment 
in  the  world  in  general,  but  favage  and  tyrannical,  or 
peevilh  and  difcontent^  in  their  own  families,  where 
there  are  none  upon  equal  terms  with  them,  or  able  to 
make  a  formidable  refiftance  to  them.  A  wife  man  may, 
upon  the  whole,  by  refle£tion  difcover,  that  what  gives 
the  higheft  relifh  and  poignancy  to  every  fenfible  enjoy- 
ment is,  to  habituate  bimfelf  to  fome  degree  of  felf-denial, 
10  condu6l  them  with  decency,  and  to  ufe  them  with  fo- 
briety  and  moderation.  When  this  conduct,  as  indeed  is 
commonly  the  cafe,  is  the  fruit  of  experience,  it  is  fo  fenfi- 
ble  a  change,  that  it  often  pafles  itfelf  not  only  on  others, 
but  even  on  the  perfon  concerned,  for  a  religious  change. 
But  if  the  change  is  not  inward  as  well  as  outward,  if  the 
afFeclions  (iill  flow  in  the  fame  channel,  tliough  they  are 
better  hemmed  in  and  preferved  from  impetuofity  ?nd  ex- 
cefs ;  if  the  fource  of  happincfs  is  dill  the  fame,  though 
it  is  more  fparingly  or  more  wifely  indulged,  it  is  plainly 
the  old  nature,  and  the  perfon  cannot  be  faid  to  be  born 
again.  He  is  outwardly  regular,  and  comparatively  lefs 
wicked  than  before,  but  cannot  be  faid  to  love  and  ferve 
Govl  "  with  all  his  heart  and  with  all  his  foul." 

We  may  learn  from  this  very  important  leffon,  to  dif- 
tingailli  between  human  virtue  and  religion,  between  a 
ileccnt  and  blamelefs  carriage  upon  motives  of  prefent 
conveniency,  and  a  new  nature,  or  a  gracious  (late.  I 
know  fome  are  highly  diflatisfied  at  making  any  dillincli- 
on  of  this  nature  ;  but  is  it  not  plainly  poffible  that  fuch  a 
character  as  is  defcribed  above  may  exifl  ?  Is  it  not  alfo 
plain,  for  reafons  too  obvious  to  be  infifted  on,  that  it  can- 
not defcrve  the  name  of  a  new  or  fpiritual  birtli  ?  And  is 
it  not,  therefore  the  duty  of  minifters  of  the  gofpcl  to  put 
men  in  mind  of  this,  as  well  as  every  other  fource  of  fclf- 
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^ccit?  Nay,  the  neceffity  in  one  view  is  greateft,  in  fuch 
a  cafe  as  this,  that  we  may  warn  thofe  of  their  danger  who 
have  a  name  to  live  while  they  are  dead,  that  we  may 
ihake  the  ftrong-hold  of  the  prefumptuous  felf-applauding 
formalift,  who  is  often  mote  deaf  and  infenfible  to  the 
things  that  belong  to  his  peace,  than  the  mod  abandoned 
profligate. 

Is  there  any  ready  to  fay,  Why  do  you  take  upon  you 
to  judge  the  heart,  and  afcribe  what  you  muft  confefs  to 
be  excellent  and  amiable  in  itfelf,  to  wrong  motives  and 
an  irreligious  principle  ?  I  anfwer,  I  judge  no  man's 
heart ;  but,  while  1  leave  it  to  the  decifive  judgment  of 
God,  would  willingly  fubjeft  its  aftings  to  its  own  review. 
It  is  but  an  appeal  to  the  inward  court  of  confcience,  or 
rather  a  citation  of  the  perfon,  with  confcience  as  the  wit- 
nefs,  to  the  tribunal  of  him  that  "  trieth  the  reins  and  the 
"  heart."  But,  after  all,  there  is  no  difficulty  in  going  a 
ftep  brther.  We  may  often  know  the  "  tree  by  its  fruits.'* 
Wc  may  often  difcern  the  falfehood  of  thefe  plaufible  mo- 
ralifts,  by  an  habitual  worldlinefs  of  temper  and  converfa- 
tion,  by  a  great  indifference  about  the  ordinances  and  wor- 
ihip  of  God ;  nay,  fometimes  a  bold  and  avowed  oppoii- 
tion  to  vital  experimental  religion,  to  the  language  and 
exercifes  of  the  fpiritual  life. 

To  prevent  the  mifunderftanding  of  what  hath  been 
faid,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  obferve,  that  I  intend  not  to 
deny  the  propriety  or  the  ufe  of  thefe  affiftant  motives,  as 
they  may  be  called,  which  arife  from  the  prefent  benefit 
and  advantage  of  true  religion.  I  have  faid  only,  that  the 
obedience  or  reformation  which  flows  from  no  higher  prin- 
ciple, is  not  fuch  as  will  be  acceptable  to  God ;  it  is  not 
that  change  which  is  neceflary  before  we  can  enter  into 
life  eternal.  There  are,  however,  various  ufes  to  which 
thefe  confiderations  may  juftly,  and  ought  in  duty  to  be 
applied.  They  ought  to  fatisfy  us  of  the  excellence  and 
truth  of  religion  in  general,  and  to  be  produced  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  licentious  and  profane  topics  of  converfation, 
fo  often  to  be  met  with  in  promifcuous  company.  When 
any  one  begins  to  declaim  in  favor  of  luft  and  fenfuality, 
and  alledges  that  nature  has  given  us  defircs,  and  why 
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ihould  it  give  them,  but  in  order  to  their  gratification  ? 
Let  the  hearer  immediately  obferve,  that  by  tihe  corroption 
of  nature,  oor  appetites  are  greatly  inflamed,  and  not  at 
all  in  a  found  ftate ;  that,  as  is  plain  from  the  moft  incon- 
tefted  experience,  the  beft  and  moft  defirable  enjoyment 
of  any  fenfible  delights  is,  that  thankful,  felf-denied,  mo- 
derate ufe  of  them,  which  the  word  of  God  authorifes  or 
prefcribes. 

The  fame  reflections  may  very  properly  ferve  for 
awakening  grofler  finners  to  a  fenfe  of  their  danger.  The 
prodigal  feemsto  have  been  firft  broug^htto  himfelf  by  i 
deep  refledtiqn  upon  his  own  felly.  But  he  did  ^not  reft 
here :  he  did  not  content  himfelf  with  endeavoring  to  re- 
cover, by  fobriety  and  induftry,  the  wealth  which  he  had 
fquandered  away,  but  returned  to  his  &ther  for  the  fbr^ 
givenefs  of  his  crime.  In  the  &me  manner,  no  doubly 
the  lofs  of  health,  fubftance,  and  reputation,  fliould  con« 
vince  the  fmner  of  the  evil  of  his  ways.  This  argument 
is  ufed  by  the  apoftle  Paul :  **  What  fruit  had  ye  then  in 
**  the  things  of  which  ye  are  now  afliamed  ?"*  But  I 
would  never  call  that  religion,  which  proceeds  to  no 
higher  views ;  nor  that  repentance,  which  is  completed 
by  no  better  principle. 

Such  refledtions  fhould  alfo  be  improved  by  every  good 
man,  to  imprefs  his  mind  with  a  deep  fenfe  of  the  good- 
nefs  of  Grod.  Every  thing  that  he  commands  is  truly 
moft  eligible  in  itfelf,  and  moft  beneficial  to  us.  His  will 
is  as  gracious  as  his  authority  is  abfolute.  Religion's 
"  ways  are  ways  of  pleafantnefs,  and  all  her  paths  are 
*•  peace."!  Well  might  our  bleffed  Mafter  fay,  "  Take 
"  my  yoke  upon  you,  and  learn  of  me ;  for  I  am  meek 
"  and  lowly  in  heart,  and  ye  fliall  find  reft  unto  your 
**  fouls:  for  my  yoke  is  eafy,  and  my  burden  is  light." J 
This  fhould  daily  difpofe  us  to  thankfulnefs  to  that  God 
who  furrounds  us  with  his  care,  and  who  follows  us  with 
loving-kindnefs  and  with  tender  mercies.  His  very  re- 
ftraints  are  favors,  his  commands  are  bleffings. 

Is  it  poiliUe  to  avoid  adding,  that  the  fame  views  fliould 

*  Rom.  vi.  21.       t  ProT.  iii.  17.      |  MatUi.  xi.  29,  3c. 
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be  made  ufe  pf  to  fortify  U6  againft  temptation  ?  When  a 
fcnfc  of  duty  is  the  prevailing  defire,  we  may  very  fafely 
corroborate  it  with  all  thefe  inferior  confiderations.  It 
fiiould  make  fin  the  more  hateful  and  abominable,  and 
prevent  us  from  yielding  to  that  party  which  ftill  fecretly 
pleads  for  it  in  our  imperfe£tly  fanAified  hearts. 

Before  I  leave  this  branch  of  the  fubje£t,  I  mufl  fpeak  a 
few  words  to  finners  of  a  different  charafter.  If  then  ma- 
ny decent  and  regular  perfons  are  neverthelefs  under  the 
wrath  of  God,  what  terror  (hould  this  give  to  the  more 
openly  profane,  who  are  living  in  inftances  of  grofs  wick- 
ednefs  ?  How  many  are  there  to  be  found  among  us,  nay, 
how  many  appear  from  Sabbath  to  Sabbadi  in  our  wor- 
ihipping  aifemblies,  who  live  in  the  habitual  pradice  of 
{omt  of  the  moft  notorious  crimes  ?  How  many,  whp  live 
in  a  bold  defiance  of  the  truths  and  laws  of  our  great 
Mafier,  who  are  not  only  fiained  with  original  poUutioq, 
but  laboring  under  a  daily  increafing  load  of  a£tual  guilt? 
Are  there  not  fome  fwearers  and  bls^phemers  of  the  great 
and  dreadful  name  of  God  ?  Some  defpifers  and  profaners 
of  his  holy  day  ?  Some  who  add  drunkennefs  to  thidl, 
wailing  tl^  creatures  of  God  by  diffipating  their  own  fub- 
fiance,  defacing  the  image  of  God  by  undermining  their 
own  health,  at  one  and  the  fame  time  procuring  and  haf- 
tening  their  final  deftrudion  ?  ^re  there  not  fome  walking 
in  the  luft  of  uncleannefs  ?  Some  retaining,  without  ret 
titution,  the  gain  of  unrighteoufnefs  ?  Is  it  not  furprifing 
that  fuch  do  not  tremble  at  the  word  of  God  ?  Can  there 
be  any  doubt  that  all  of  the  above  chslraflers  are  unrenew- 
ed ?  Is  there  any  pretence  for  their  deceiving  themfelves  ? 
There  is  no  jufl  excufe  even  for  the  more  regular  and 
fobcr  building  their  hope  on  a  falfe  foundation,  but  there 
is  not  fo  much  as  a  fliadow  of  excufe  for  them.  Dare  any 
fuch  entertain  a  doubt  of  a  judgment  to  come  ?  Can  any 
mortal  be  inlenfible  of  the  precarioufnefs  of  time  ?  The 
king  of  terrors  lays  his  hand  upon  one  after  another,  as  he 
receives  a  commiflion  from  the  King  of  kings  ;  and  it  is 
diftrefling  to  think  in  what  an  unprepared  ilate  many  re- 
ceive the  fummons,  which  neverthelefs  they  muft  of  ne- 
ceflity  obey. 
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Whoever  thou  art  who  readeft  thefe  lines,  if  thou  art 
yet  unrenewed ;  but  particularly  if  thou  art  one  of  thofe 
whofe  fins  are  open  and  manifeft,  I  befeech  thee  in  the 
mod  eameft  manner,  to  be  reconciled  unto  God.  ^''Be- 
*^  hold  now  is  the  accepted  time,  behold  now  is  the  day 
*^  of  falvation.  God  is  in  Chrift  reconciling  the  world 
^^  unto  himfelf,  not  imputing  their  trefpafles  unto  them.** 
The  blood  of  this  Saviour  is  of  infinite  value.  His  Spirit 
is  of  irrefiftible  efficacy.  He  is  *^  able  to  fave  to  the  ut- 
"  termoft  all  that  come  unto  God  by  him."  Delay  not 
one  moment.  Give  immediate  thanks  that  thou  art  not 
already  in  the  place  of  torment.  Believe  in  the  Son  of 
God  for  righteoufnefs  and  firengtb.  Add  not  to  all  thy 
other  fms  againft  him,  by  undervaluing  his  atonement  and 
defpairing  of  mercy.  And  may  it  pleafe  God,  by  his  own 
power,  to  reach  thy  heart,  to  fnatch  thee  as  a  brand  from 
the  burning,  and  make  thee  an  everlafting  monument  of 
his  grace  and  love. 

2.  In  the  fecond  place,  we  may  often  find  an  appear- 
ance of  religion  or  virtue  in  a  charafter,  fuprcmely  go- 
verned by  reputation,  or  a  defire  of  refpcft  and  honor 
from  the  world.  I  lay  fupremely  governed,  becaufe  no 
doubt  there  may  be  a  mixture  of  other  principles  whilft 
this  is  the  leading,  the  direfting,  and  the  governing  view. 
I  am  fenfible  there  are  fome  who  have  no  other  view  of 
any  kind,  by  a  religious  profeflion,  than  to  deceive  others  ; 
and  under  the  fair  difguife  of  piety  and  feeming  devotion, 
to  carry  on,  witli  more  fecurity  and  fiiccefs,  their  unrighte- 
ous defigns.  That  fome  fuch  are  to  be  found  in  the  world, 
iad  experience  is  a  melancholy  proof.  The  greatnefs  of 
their  guilt  it  is  not  eafy  to  conceive,  and  dill  more  diffi- 
cult to  exprefs.  As  it  muft  always  proceed  upon  a  known 
deliberate  contempt  of  God,  there  is  ufually  fuch  a  hard- 
nefs  of  heart  and  fearednefs  of  confcience  attending  it, 
that  there  is  little  probability  of  making  any  impreffion 
upon  ihem  :  or  rather  to  fpeak  more  properly,  they  have 
all  the  fymptoms  of  being  given  up  of  God  and  left  to 
themfelves.  But  there  is  fomething  extremely  harfli  and 
unnatural  in  fufpefting  any  of  wilful  deliberate  hypocrify, 
tUl  it  is  plainly  and  openly  detcfted.     The  truth  is,  I  am 
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perfuaded,  that  as  it  is  a  dreadftil,  fo  it  is  a  rare  charafter. 
The  fer  greater  part  of  thofe  who  are  under  the  power  of 
hypocrify,  deceive  themfelves  as  much  as,  or  rather  more 
than  the  world.  Thefe  laft  fall  more  properly  in  my  way 
to  be  confidered,  as  having  undergone  a  feeming  or  ap- 
parent, without  any  real  change. 

In  order  to  illuftrate  the  charadler  and  flate  of  thofe  who 
are  fupremely  governed  by  reputation  or  a  defire  of  honor 
and  refpeft,  it  will  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  as  the  law 
of  God  is  a  tranfcript  of  his  ovra  perfeft  inherent  excel- 
lence, true  religion  muft  be  in  itfelf  amiable  and  lovely. 
Nay,  it  muft  appear  fo  even  in  the  eyes  of  thofe  who  are 
engaged  in  a  ftated  oppofition  to  its  intereft.  You  will 
fay,  how  is  this  poffible  ?  Is  it  not  a  manifeft  contradifti- 
on  ?  I  anfwcr,  That  though  the  fpirit  and  principles  from 
which  true  religion  muft  flow,  be  direftly  contrary  to  the 
bent  of  an  unrenewed  heart,  yet  their  effefts  are  both 
amiable  and  beneficial.  Bad  men  cannot  endure  inward 
mortification  and  felf-denial,  being  humbled  as  finners  in 
the  fight  of  God,  juftified  freely  by  his  grace,  fanftified  \fy 
his  Spirit,  and  having  nothing  whereof  to  glory.  Againft 
thefe  vital  principles  of  piety  the  natural  mind  fets  itfelf 
with  violence,  and  the  unrenewed  heart  rifes  with  indig- 
nation. But  tlie  eiFeft  of  true  religion,  or  a  diligent  com- 
pliance with  the  duties  of  the  moral  law,  as  it  is  amiable 
in  itfelf,  fo  it  is  alfo  of  good  report  among  men.  We  are 
told  in  fcriptore,  "  that  the  righteous  is  more  excellent 
"  than  his  neighbor."  And  the  apoftle  Paul  exhorts  us 
to  our  duty  in  the  following  terms  :  "  Finally  brethren, 
**  whatfoever  things  are  true,  whatfoever  things  are  honeft, 
**  whatfoever  things  are  lovely,  whatfoever  things  are  of 
*•  good  report ;  if  there  be  any  virtue,  and  if  there  be  any 
**  praife,  think  on  thefe  things."* 

Docs  not  this  at  once  difcover  how  many  may  attain  to 
a  confiderable  degree  of  regularity  in  the  praAice  of  their 
duty,  while  their  govemyig  principle  is  no  better  than  a 
defiire  of  the  efteem  of  others.  That  charafter  acquires  a 
Taluc  in  their  ejres,  which  is  in  general  repute,  and  will 

»  Phil.  iv.  8. 
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•in::  incenfe  to  their  own  vanity.  Self-partialit; 
Ls  tiie  truth  from  our  view,  and  conceals  th 
rings  and  motives  of  action.  Since  diforder  was 
iced  into  the  human  firame  by  An,  there  is  no  ci 
hofe  charader  is  fo  mixed,  variable,  inconfiften 
lf-contradi£lory  as  man.  Other  creatures  are  i 
id  uniform,  and  fieadily  fulfil  their  functions  ;  th< 
re  and  diffx>fition  may  be  known  without  ambiguit 
ey  always  reach  their  end.  But  man  is,  as  it 
m  to  pieces  by  the  conflifling  principles  of  ligt 
irknefs ;  and  from  the  different  and  contrary  fym 
hich  often  appear,  it  is  hard  to  tell  in  what  clafs  he 
;  ranged. 

From  this  will  evidently  appear,  the  neceffity  of 
ard  and  effential  change.  That  which  is  done  t 
it  applaufeofmen,  will  never  be  reckoned  an  ac 
le  part  of  the  fervice  of  God.  On  the  contrary,  h« 
in  the  higheft  deteftation.  See  the  exhortation  < 
aviour :  "  Take  heed  that  you  do  not  your  alms 
men,  to  be  feen  of  them,  otherwife  ye  have  no  r 
of  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven.*'*  I  cannot 
bferving  here,  that  men  of  this  charafter  may  be 
ed  into  two  clafles,  who  commonly  Hate  themfel 
ppofition  to,  and  have  the  greateft  hatred  or  rnntpir 
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latf  them,  and  wifli  to  be  claffed  with  them.  In  fuch,  ho- 
nor  holds  the  place  of  religion ;  or,  at  leaft,  is  a  fuperior 
and  more  powerful  principle.  They  would  not  willingly 
ftain  their  reputation  with  any  thing  that  is  bafe  or  mean, 
according  to  the  ftandard  they  have  formed  to  themfelves 
of  decency  of  charafter  and  dignity  of  carriage.  This 
ftandard  of  decency,  however,  is  vtry  changeable.  It  is 
either  more  narrow  or  more  extenfive,  according  to  the 
fentiments  of  thofe  with  whom  they  moft  frequently  con- 
verfe.  And  there  is  often  fome  mixture  of  religion,  which 
ferves  under,  and  co-operates  with,  the  commanding  mo- 
lives. 

There  are  vaft  multitudes  of  this  charadler  in  the  pre- 
fent  age,  who  cannot  be  defcribed  in  jufter  or  more  figni- 
ficative  terms  than  thofe  of  the  Apoftle  Paul ;  they  are 
**  conformed  to  this  world."  They  tread  in  its  fteps, 
they  ad  upon  its  maxims,  they  aik  its  approbation,  and 
they  have  their  rewani. 

How  far  fuch  perfons  are  from  being  renewed  in  the 
fpirit  of  their  mind,  and  how  much  they  are  the  fervants 
oif  men,  may  be  plainly  difcovered  by  the  following  fign  ; 
that  they  are  almofl:  as  much  afhamed  of  unfafhionable 
duties,  as  of  difhonorable  crimes.  How  different  is  their 
boafted  dignity  of  mind  from  a  truly  holy  refolution  and 
chridian  magnanimity  ?  Are  there  not  fome,  whofe  inte- 
grity in  ordinary  cafes  may  be  depended  on,  and  who 
would  abhor  the  thoughts  of  a  mean  and  dirty  aftion,  as 
it  is  ufually  fliled,  but  who  would  be  covered  with  nearly 
equal  fhame,  if  furprifed  in  any  aft  of  devotion,  as  if  de- 
td^ed  in  difhonefty  and  fraud  ?  How  many,  who  would 
brave  the  king  of  terrors  in  the  field  of  battle,  from  a  fenfe 
of  honor;  but  who,  though  far  from  being  infidels,  have 
not  fufficient  courage  to  worlhip  in  their  families,  the  great. 
Creator  and  Preferver  of  men  ?  Such  may  fee  the  recep- 
tion they  (hall  meet  with  at  laft,  and  even  feel  the  juflice 
^f  their  own  condemnation,  in  thefe  words  of  our  Saviour: 
*'  Whofoever,  therefore,  Ihall  be  afhamed  of  me,  and  of 
"  my  words,  in  this  adulterous  and  finfiil  generation,  of 
"  liim  alfo  fhall  the  Son  of  man  be  afhamed,  when  he 
*  cometh  in  the  glory  of  his  Father,  with  the  holy  angels."* 

*  Mark.  \iii.  i^. 
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There  are  others  of  a  different  fiamp,  who  feek  the  ap« ' 
probation  of  men,  more  by  an  appearance  of  piety  and 
devotion,  aad  the  duties  of  the  firft  table  of  the  law.  That 
there  are  fome  fuch  alfo,  not  only  the  word  of  God,  but 
daily  experience  puts  beyond  all  doubt  or  queilion.  *^  This 
''  people/'  faith  our  Lord,  ^^  draweth  nigh  unto  me  with 
''  their  mouth,  and  honoreth  me  with  their  lips,  but  their 
'^  heart  is  far  from  me."*  I  fet  afide,  both  in  this  and  in 
the  former  inilance,  the  cafe  of  grofs,  intended,  aiKi  de- 
liberate hypocrify.  But  are  there  not  many,  who,  in  their 
religious  duties,  feem  chiefly  to  have  in  view  the  attaining 
or  preferving  the  edeem  and  approbation  of  others  ?  They 
are  not  determined  from  any  inward  and  perfonal  convic* 
tion  of  the  excellence  or  neceflity  of  religion ;  but  firomf 
their  youth  up,  they  have  ftill  heard  religion  fpoken  of 
with  reverence,  and  feen  religious  perfons  treated  with 
refpe£t.  This  makes  them  confider  an  entire  negle£t  of 
religious  duties  as  fhameful  rather  than  finful ;  and  fome 
degree  of  profeflfed  attachment  to  them,  as  necellary  to 
their  character  and  credit. 

This,  like  many  other  motives,  has  a  flrong,  though  at 
ihe  fame  time  an  infenfible  influence,  and  when  mixed 
with  imperfedl  conviftions  of  fin,  will  produce  no  fmall 
degree  of  regularity  in  religious  exercifes,  while  yet  the 
heart  is  habitually  fet  upon  the  world.  In  whatever  age 
or  place  there  is  a  regular  and  fettled  adminiftration  of 
ihe  ordinances  of  Chrift,  there  will  be  many  whofe  reli- 
;:4ion  is  no  more  than  a  blind  imitation  of  others,  and  a 
defire  of  fome  title  to  that  charafter  which  is  in  efteem  and 
.cpute  for  the  time  being.  Wherever  there  is  much  real, 
vhere  will  alfo  be  much  counterfeit  religion.  Wherever 
'here  is  much  true  piety,  it  is  always  loaded  with  the 
•  lead  weight  of  many  cuftomary  profelTors.  Wherever 
ihere  is  much  outward  efteem  waiting  upon  the  fervants 
of  God,  there  will  always  be  many  of  diefe  fair-weather 
chrillians,  who  follow  Chrift  whilft  the  profeffion  is  ho- 
norable, but  are  unacquainted  wiUi  that  part  of  his  fer- 
^  ice,  which  conlifts  in  taking  up  the  crofs,  and  fufiering 

*  Maltli.  XV.  8. 
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reproach.  Their  charadler  is  well  defcribed  by  our  Sa- 
viour, under  the  image  of  feed  falling  upon  ftony  places, 
**  He  that  received  the  feed  into  ftony  places,  the  fame  is 
**  he  that  heareth  the  word,  and  anon  with  joy  receiveth  it. 
**  Yet  hath  he  not  root  in  himfelf,  but  dureth  for  a  while ; 
*^  for  when  tribulation  or  perfecution  arifeth  becaufe  of  the 
'*  word,  by  and  by  he  is  offended/'* 

3.  In  the  third  place,  there  is  ft  ill  another  charafter 
di^rent  from  both  the  former,  in  which  there  may  be  an 
apparent  and  imperfedt,  while  there  is  no  compleat  and 
elTential  change.  The  charadter  I  have  now  in  view 7  is 
formed  upon  religious  principles,  but  in  which  a  fpirit  of 
bondage  andllaviih  fear  greatly  predominates.  It  is  often 
difficult,  according  to  the  fcripture  expreffion,  rightly  to 
divide  the  word  of  truth :  it  is  difficult  to  point  out  the  er« 
rors  by  which  men  deceive  themfelves,  and  miftake  the 
ibadow  for  the  fubftance,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  caution 
them  fo  diftinftly,  as  that  ferious  perfons  may  not  be 
alarmed;  their  peace  and  comfort  interrupted  by  unne- 
ceflary  or  ill-grounded  fears  Perhaps  there  are  few  fub^ 
je£ts  in  which  this  difficulty  is  greater,  than  the  one  I 
have  now  mentioned.  I  pray  that  God,  for  Chrift's  fake, 
may  enable  me  to  open  the  truth  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
may  convince  and  awaken  thofe  who  have  hitherto  built 
%vith  untempered  mortar,  and  may  give  additional  peace 
and  confolatton  to  thofe  who  have  ''  fled  for  refuge,  to  lay 
"  hold  of  the  hope  fet  before  them.'* 

That  it  is  of  importance  to  open  this  charafter,  every 
one  may,  upon  a  little  refleftion,  be  fenfible.  There  are 
many  who  will  not  find  themfelves  included  in  any  of  the 
two  former.  Upon  the  moft  candid  examination,  con- 
fcience  bears  them  witnefs,  that  they  have  more  in  view 
than  merely  prefent  eal'e  and  comfort,  or  the  approbation 
of  others.  They  have  often  a  ftrong  impreffion  of  the  im- 
portance of  an  endlefs  eternity.  This  hath  a  fenfible  and 
confiderable  influence  upon  their  conduct,  and  is  a  motive 
quite  diftind  from  worldly  pleafure.  It  compels  them  to 
duties  out  of  the  reach  of  human  obfervation,  and  there- 
•  Matt.  xiii.  20,  21. 
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bee  they  cannot  think  that  the  praife  of  men  is  their  hig^ 
eft  aim. 

But  arc  there  not  many  fuch  under  the  dominion  of 
fear  ?  that  is  to  &y,  confcience  in  fome  meafure  awaken* 
ed,  denounces  vengeance  againft  die  breaches  of  the  lair 
of  God ;  providential  difpeniations  fill  them  with  a  terror 
of  divine  power ;  they  know  diey  cannot  live  always,  and 
tremble  to  think  what  fhall  become  of  them  after  death. 
Well,  perhaps  the  reader  will  fay,  with  fome  furprife,  is 
this  wrong  ?  No,  fo  far  their  exercife  couicides  with  that 
of  real  penitents.  But  here,  if  I  may  fo  exprefs  it,  the 
ways  part  afunder :  the  real  penitent,  by  a  difcovery  of  die 
intrinfic  evil  of  fin,  of  the  mercy  of  God  and  the  great 
foundation  of  a  finner*s  hope,  is  led  in  the  way  of  peace; 
his  heart  is  truly  changed,  and  brought  under  the  infln* 
ence  of  the  love  of  God,  wiiom  he  obeys  as  his  law-giver ; 
to  whom  he  fubmits  as  his  Lord ;  and  in  whom  he  refts  as 
his  portion.  But  there  are  others,  who,  by  abftinenoe 
from  fome  fins,  againft  which  the  reproofs  of  confi:ienoe 
are  moft  diftin£t  and  fevere,  and  by  the  formal  difchar]ge 
of  many  religious  duties,  endeavor  to  leifen  their  fears  s 
to  lay  a  foundation  for  a  precarious  peace ;  and,  as  it 
were,  by  a  coftly  facrifice,  to  purchafe  an  immunity  from 
hell.  Fear  not  only  awakens,  but  continues  to  govern 
them ;  they  lay  down  a  legal  fyftem  of  obedience  and  felf- 
righteoufnefs,  but  all  the  while  they  drag  the  yoke  with 
great  impatience.  They  do  not  hate  fin  from  tlieir  hearts, 
on  its  own  account,  but  are  afraid  that  they  ftiall  bum  far 
ever  for  conuuitting  it.  They  do  not  love  God,  but  they 
fear,  becaufe  they  know  that  they  cannot  refift  him.  lliey 
do  not  engage  in  his  fervice  with  chearfulnefs,  or  delight 
in  it  as  their  choice,  but  groan  under  it  as  a  burthen. 
Their  hearts  and  affedions  are  fet  upon  prefent  and  tem- 
poral enjoyments ;  but  they  apply  themfelves  in  fome 
meafure  to  the  duties  of  religion,  becaufe  they  know  they 
cannot  keep  the  world  always;  and  fubmit  to  it,  as  ra« 
ther  better  and  more  tolei-able  than  everlafting  mifery. 

The  frequency  of  this  charafter  will  ftand  in  need  of 
little  proof.  If  the  features  are  juftly  drawn,  I  am  per- 
fuaded  they  will  be  eafily  known,  for  they  are  veiy  com- 
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inon.  Are  there  not  many  who  may  juftly  fiifpedl  them- 
felves  to  be  a£tuated  by  no  higher  motive  than  the  fiear  of 
wnth  ?  Does  not  this  plainly  ihew  itfelF,  by  your  back- 
wsrd,  heartlefs,  cold  difcharge  of  duty ;  your  regret  and 
ibrrow  in  parting  with,  and  frequent  relapfes  into  fin  ?  Is 
not  your  religion  temporary  and  changeable  ?  Does  it  not 
rife  and  fall  with  the  fenfible  tokens  of  the  divine  prefence 
and  power  ?  Have  you  not  trembled  on  a  fick-bed,  or 
other  time  of  danger;  humbled  yourfelves  before  God  ; 
cried  for  relief ;  and  promifed  amendment  ?  But  has  not 
your  refolution  relaxed  upon  your  recovery,  and  your  di- 
ligence borne  proportion  to  the  fuppofed  neamefs  or  dif- 
tance  of  the  danger  ?  Is  not  this  then  manifeftly  the  efie€): 
of  fear :  and  may  not  the  words  of  the  Pfahnift  be  juftly 
applied  to  all  fuch  ?  "  When  he  flew  them,  then  they 
**  fought  him  ;  and  they  returned,  and  enquired  early 
*^  after  God :  and  they  remembered  that  God  was  their 
•'  rock,  and  the  high  God  their  redeemer :  neverthelefs 
'*  they  did  flatter  him  with  their  mouth,  and  they  lied  un- 
**  to  him  with  their  tongues ;  for  their  heart  was  not  right 
^'  with  him,  neither  were  they  ftedfaft  in  his  covenant.*'* 
Few  things,  I  apprehend,  will  be  of  more  importance 
Iban  to  fliew,  in  a  clear  and  fatisfying  manner,  that  the 
obedience  or  religious  performances  that  are  influenced 
by  no  hitler  motive  than  fear,  are  not  acceptable  to  God, 
nor  any  fufficient  evidence  of  a  renewed  heart.  This, 
indeed,  is  equally  plain  from  many  paflages  of  fcripture, 
and  from  the  nature  and  reafon  of  the  thing.  It  appears 
from  all  thofe  pafTages  formerly  cited,  and  many  others 
where  mention  is  made  of  the  inclination  of  the  heart  and 
will,  of  which  obedience  on  compulfion  can  be  no  man- 
ner of  proof.  It  appears  undeniably  from  the  great  com. 
mandmeat  of  the  law,  and  fum  of  pra6licsd  religion, 
♦*  Thou  ihalt  love  the  Loid  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart, 
**  and  with  all  thy  foul,  and  with  all  thy  flrength,  and 
•*  with  all  thy  mind.*'t  It  appears  from  what  is  always 
feprefented  as  the  great  commanding  and  conftraining 
motive  of  the  gofpel :  ^^  For  the  love  of  Chrifl  conftraineth 

*  Pfel.  Ixxviii.  34,  35,  36,  37.  t  Luke  x.  27. 


**  xAy  becinfewe  tbns  jodge,  that  tf  one  died  for.  dl| 
**then  were  all  dead;  uid  thathe  died  for  all,  diat  xhef 
^^  which  live,  ihoold  not  hencefiwtfa  live  onto  dKmfelves^ 
^*  but  unto  him  which  died  fin*  them,  and  rofe  aj^n.''* 
To  the  fame  purpofe  the  apoftle  John  (ays,  ^  We  have 
^^  known  and  believed  the  love  that  God  hadi  to  us.  Cmi 
^^  is  love ;  and  he  that  dwelleth  in  love  dwelledi  in  God, 
*^  and  God  in  him.^f  We  find  in  feripture  that  there  k 
a  direft  oppo&tion  ftated  between  the  fpirit  of  gienaine 
converts  under  the  gofpel,  and  a  fpirit  of  bonchige^^ihr 
flaviihfear;  ^  For  ye  have  not  received  the  fpirit^ 
«^  bondage  agaiii  to  fear,  but  ye  have  received  the  fpiritof 
^  adoption,  whereby  we  cry,  Abba,  Fadier*"];  So  fiiys 
the  fame  apoftle  to  Timothy,  ''  For  God  hath  not  gtvea 
^'  us  the  fpirit  of  fear,  but  of  power  and  of  love,  and  of  m 
"  found  mind.'^jl 

The  truth  is,  it  is  equally  plain  firom  the  nature  and 
reafcm  of  die  thing.  That  which  is  done  only  or  chiefly 
from  fear,  cannot  be  any  evidence  of  the  change  that  is 
acceptable  to  God,  becaufe,  properly  fpeaking,  it  is  no 
real  or  inward  change  at  all.  The  efiefts  of  fin  are  re- 
flrained  or  controlled  by  fuperior  power,  but  the  inclinati- 
on to  it  remains  ftill  the  fame.  It  is  a  common  and 
known  principle,  that  whatever  is  the  effe£t  of  compul* 
fion  or  force  upon  the  agent,  whether  it  be  good  or  evil  in 
itfelf,  hath  nothing  moral  in  its  nature. '  The  fwond  that 
commits  murder,  and  that  which  executes  juflice,  de* 
ferves  equal  blame  or  praife,  or  rather  none  of  them  de- 
ferves  either  the  one  or  the  other.  A  dete£ted  thief,  com- 
pelled to  make  reftitution,  or  loaded  with  chains  lb  that 
he  cannot  fieal,  does  not  thereby  become  honeft  in  his 
nature. 

The  cafe  is  precifcly  the  feme  with  thofe  who,  in  their 
religious  duties,  are  under  the  government  of  fear,  al- 
though it  be  the  fear  of  their  almighty  Judge.  From  any 
fimilar  inftance  between  man  and  man,  we  may  at  once 
be  fenfible  of  this  truth.     If  one  man  is  willing  to  over* 

^  S  Cor.  v«  U.        t  1  John  iv.  16.         %  Rom.  viih  U« 
II  a  Tim.  i.  7. 
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teach  another,  but,  through  his  adverfary's  fuperior  flcill, 
is  not  able,  or,  terrified  by  threatenings,  is  not  bold  enough 
10  attempt  it,  what  charafter  does  he  bear,  or  deferve,  but 
that  of  a  difappointed  knave  ?  What  parent  or  mafter  will 
be  fatisfied  with  the  obedience  of  a  chijd  or  fervant,  who 
plainly  difcovers  that  he  hates  his  commands,  and  grieves 
at  his  authority  ?  It  is  true,  as  man  can  only  judge  with 
certainty  of  the  outward  appearance,  this  circumftance 
muft  be  left  out  of  every  fyftem  of  human  government. 
We  can  make  no  laws  on  earth  to  punifii  the  intention  : 
but  fo  much  we  know  of  it,  as  may  make  us  fenfible  what 
all  fuch  deferve,  and  (hall  receive,  at  the  hand  of  God, 
whofe  prerogative  it  is  that  he  knoweth  and  judgcth  the 
fecrets  of  all  hearts* 

I  fliall  only  further  pbferve,  that  the  fame  thing  appears 
in  the  cleareft  manner,  from  the  nature  of  that  happinefs 
which  is  prepared  for  the  children  of  God  in  the  life  to 
come.  It  is  purely  fpiritual,  as  it  is  perfeftly  holy :  it 
confifis  in  the  knowledge  of  God,  in  the  excrcife  of  love 
.  to  him,  in  conformity  to  his  nature,  and  the  execution  of 
his  will.  Thofe  who  are  under  the  dominion  of  fear,  who 
have  no  love  to  God,  but  only  defire  to  avoid  his  wrath, 
will  certainly  find,  that,  though  it  were  poffible  for  them 
to  efcape  hell,  they  neither  deferve,  nor  are  able  to  relifli, 
the  employment  and  happinefs  of  heaven.  As  the  com- 
mands of  God  are  a  burden  to  them  on  earth,  his  imme- 
diate  prefence  would  be  a  ilill  more  infupportable  burden 
in  heaven. — ^From  all  this  I  hope  it  appears  evidently,  that 
a  charafter  may  be  formed  upon  religious  principles,  and 
yet,  if  it  is  never  carried  further  than  a  reftraint  by  fear, 
it  is  not  that  change  which  is  neceffary  to  falvation. 

It  will  not  be  improper,  or  rather  it  will  be  abfolutely 
neceffary,  to  make  a  refleftion  or  two  i>pon  this  branch  of 
the  fobjeft  for  its  improvement,  and  to  prevent  its  being 
miitaken  or  mifapplied.  For  this  purpofe  let  it  be  ob- 
ierved,  that  we  muft  carefully  diftinguifh  the  ilaviih  dread 
above  explained,  from  that  dutiful  reverential  fear,  which 
every  child  of  God  is  ftill  bound  to  preferve  upon  his  mind, 
of  his  Father  who  is  in  heaven.  Of  the  firft  kind  it  is 
faid,    ^*  There  is  no  fear  in  love,  but  perfcil  love  caft. 


^  0ch  <MBt  ftw^  bccapfc  ftir  httfi'toniient : '  he  thit  feiredi* 
^  it  not  made  perfeft  iit  love.***  In  proportion  ts  the 
love  of  God  prevails^  tbe  firftfort  of  fear  it  banifeed^  bat 
the  other  it  foferfrmn  being  bani(h^  that  it  rather  Hi- 
cvcaies.  This  is  no  other  Aan  a  pRifeond  Teneration  of 
the  unfpeakahle  greatneia  and  glory  of  God^  and  partial^ 
hrly  of  hit  hdineftand  purity,  which  flioold  bring  cftry 
creature  proftrate  befbreluin.  We  find  in  Ae  vUioa  a£ 
iJkiA^  the  heavenly  hoRs  reprefented  at  deeply  penetrated 
with  foch  a  difcovery :  ^  In  the  year  that  king  Uxxiah 
«^  died,  I  &w  the  Loid  fitdngupon  a  throne  hi^  and  lifted 
^  op,  and  his  train  filled  die  temple :  above  it  flood  te. 
^  feraphtmi ;  each  one  had  fix  ^ngs ;  with  twain  hs 
^^  covered  his  facet  with  twain  he  covered  his  feet,  and 
^  with  twdhi  he  did  fly.  And  on^  cried  unto  another  and 
^  fittd,  soLY,  Koir,  jroiT,  is  the  Lord  of  hcAs,  the  whcdo 
^  earth  is  fuU  of  his  glofy.''t 

This  not  only  may^bot  ou^,  in  us  to  be  accompanied 
with  a  fear  of  the  punifiiment  incurred  by  fin ;  at  the 
feme  time  it  mull  be  infeparably  connoted  with,  or  ra- 
Aer  founded  upon  a  fenfe  of  the  holinefs  of  his  nature,  the 
pofrity  of  his  law,  and  the  juftice  of  his  vengeance.  On 
the  contrary,  that  fear  of  God  which  prevails  in  the  unre- 
generate,  is  founded  only  on  the  terror  of  his  power,  as  a 
natural  attribute.  It  is  like  the  ftruggling  of  a  chained 
fiave,  who  ^'  gnaws  his  tongue  for  pain,**  who  is  not  fatis* 
fied  with  the  equity  of  the  law,  which  he  has  tranfgrefled^ 
and  cannot  admit  the  juftice  of  that  fentence,  the  execu* 
tion  of  which  he  apprehends. 

There  is  no  inconfiftency  at  all  between  the  fear  and 
love  which  terminate  on  the  correfpondent  attributes  of 
God,  majefty  and  mercy.  A  chriftian  may,  and  ought, 
to  grow  in  a  fenfe  of  the  divine  prefence,  and  reverential 
dread  of  tbe  divine  majefty,  and  fo  be  fliU  more  airaid  of 
finning ;  at  tbe  fame  time,  he  may  alfo  grow  in  a  fweet 
calm  and  compofore  of  mind,  a  fiducial  truft  and  reliance 
on  the  divine  feithfulnefs  aiKl  mercy;  juft  as,  on  the 
tther  hand,  fome  finners  evidently  increafe  both  in  pre* 

*  1  John  iv.  18«        t  Ifuah  vi.  !>  3|  3. 
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Gumption  and  timidity.  During  a  great  patt  of  their  livef 
tbcjr  n£t  without  refle£tion  and  without  reftraint,  and  yet^ 
at  particular  feafons,  they  are  in  a  manner  diftrafled  ivith 
terror :  nay,  though  it  often  happens  that  grofs  wicked* 
nefs  fears  the  conlcience,  and  produces  an  infenfibiiity 
and  hardnefs  of  heart,  there  are  inflances  of  the  grcateft 
profligates  being  liable  to  the  moft  alarming  fears.*  Let 
us  never,  therefore,  confound  things  fo  very  oppofite  as  a 
fear  of  the  living  God,  joined  to  an  inward  and  hearty  ap*- 
probation  of  his  commands,  and  that  unwilling  obedience 
or  abftinence  which  views  him  as  a  (lem  tyrant,  and 
trembles  at  the  thoughts  of  his  wrath. 

It  will  be  farther  ncceffary  to  obferve,  that,  as  a  flaviili 
fear  is  to  be  entirely  dillinguifhed  from  that  which  is  filial 
and  dutiful,  io  no  doubt  there  is  often,  even  in  real  chrif* 
tians,  a  mixture  of  the  fpirit  of  bondage  itfelf,  though  they 
are  fupremelj;  governed  by  a  better  principle*  This  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at,  fince  they  are  fan£lified  but  in 
part.  There  is  a  ftrong  remainder  of  fm  and  corruption 
in  them  of  different  kinds,  and,  among  the  reft,  a  very 
blameable  degree  of  unbelief  and  diftruft.  How  many 
are  there  whole  comfort  is  leffened^  and  whofe  hands  hang 
down,  through  an  exceilive  fear  of  death,  the  laft  enemy  I 
What  a  refrefliment  fliould  it  be  to  all  fuch,  to  think  of 
tills  end  of  our  Saviour's  coming,  to  "  deliver  them  who, 
*^  through  fear  of  death,  were  all  their  life-time  fubje£t 
*^  unto  bondage  ?"f  For  their  fakes,  I  am  perfuaded,  it 
will  not  be  difagreeable  that  in  the  clofe  of  this  fe£lion,  I 
lay  down  a  few  marks,  by  which  they  may  be  enabled  to 
judge  whether  this  flavifh  fear  predominates  or  not. 

xlt  then,  Chriftians,  whether  or  not  is  your  fe^r  of  wratli 
immediately  connefted  with  a  fenfe  of  the  evil  of  fin  ?  Do 
you  fee  thele  two  things  in  their  infeparable  relation  to^ 
and  mutual  influence  upon  one  another  ?  Do  you  fear 

*  We  are  told  that  Nero,  one  of  thofe  monfters  called  Ro- 
man emperors,  though  he  adventured  to  perpetrate  fome  of  the 
moft  horrid  crimes,  was  yet  fo  eaftly  terrified,  that  a  thunder* 
ftorm  ufed  to  make  him  hide  himfelf  under  a  bed. 

t  Heb.  ii.  15. 
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vrith  as  the  effiaft  of  fii^.«|Klfin  as  the  jvft  canfe^of  wrath  ? 
Have  you  no  finlt  tfr  find  with  this  connection  ?  Do  you 
plead  guii^  before  €od^  and  confefr  that  you  are  without 
ezcufe  ?  Is  fin  truly  halefiil  in  itfeli^  aIld^your  own  unhap^ 
py  pronenels  to  it  an  habitual  burden  ?  The  laii^piaRe  oEL 
a  believer  is  the  fame  with  that  of  the  apoftle  Paulc 
^^  Wberefeie  the  law  is  holy^  and  the  commandnient  hodyv 
^  and  juft)  and  good.  Was  then  that  which  is  good  made 
^^  death  unto  me  i  God  forbid.  But  fin,  dmt  it  mig^ 
^  appear  fin,  working  death  in  me  by  that  which  is  good;; 
^^  that  fin  by  the  commandment  mi^t  become  exceeditig^ 
^^  finFuL  For  we  know  that  the  law  is  fpiritual,  but  I  am-  - 
^^  camaU  firid  under  fin.'**  In  thde  who  are  under  die 
dominion  of  fi»r,  there  is  no  juft  fisnfe  of  the  evil  ol  fin^ 
there  is  a  pronenels  to  extenuate  it,  and  inclination  ta 
juftify  it,  and  a  continual  attempt  to  forget  or  conceal  it.- 
The  crime  is  ftill  fweet,  though  the  punifbuynt  is  terrible* 
They  are  not  fiitisfied  to  find  that  God  is  fo  holy,  fo  julVy 
and  fo  powerfiiL  With  them  his  government  is  arbitrary, 
his  law  is  fevere,  bis  nature  implacable ;  and,  iiiftead  of 
changing  their  own  difpofition,  they  would  much  rather 
wifli  a  change  in  his  will. 

2.  Whether  does  your  fear  of  God  drive  you  from  his 
prefence,  or  excite  a  ftrong  defire  of  reconciliation  and 
peace  ?  The  ilavifh  fear  which  is  not'  attended  with  any 
juft  views  of  the  divine  mercy,  clothes  God  with  terror^ 
and  makes  him  the  object  of  averfion.  This  is  plainly 
the  firll  effect  of  fin.  It  was  fo  in  the  cafe  of  Adam,  who, 
as  foon  as  he  had  loft  his  integrity,  when  he  heard  God's 
voice  in  the  garden,  fled  and  hid  himfclf.  We  find  the 
fame  fentiment  exprefied  by  the  men  of  Betlifhemefli, 
upon  an  extraordinary  token  of  divine  power  and  jea- 
loufy  :  "  And  the  men  of  Bethftiemelh  faid,  Who  is  able 
^^  to  ftand  before  this  holy  Lord  God,  and  to  whom  iliall  he 
"  go  up  from  us  ?"f  Nay,  the  fame  fecms  to  have  been 
the  view  of  the  apoftle  Peter,  when  furprifed  with  an  af- 
tonifliing  evidence  of  his  matter's  power  and  Godhead. 
"  "When  Simon  Peter  faw  it,  he  fell  down  at  Jefiis*  feet, 

•  Rom.  vii.  12,  13,  U.         t   I  Sam.  vl.  20. 
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^^  laying,  Depart  from  me,  for  I  am  a  finrul  man,  O 
**  Lofd/'* 

This  difpolition  is  daily  manifeft  in  many  who  are  un« 
der  the  dominion  of  fear.  The  woriliip  of  God  is  pain- 
ful to  them,  his  iervice  is  a  burden,  his  prefence  is  ter* 
rible :  they  keep  at  a  diftance,  therefore,  as  much  as  they 
can  or  dare.  Their  peace  and  compofure  is  chiefly  owing 
to  their  lofmg  themfelves,  and  occupying  their  minds  en- 
tirely with  different  objefls.  No  iie^n  will  more  furely 
difcover  the  nature  and  influence  of  flavifli  fear  than  this. 
There  is  a  gloom  and  melancholy  fpread  over  every  thing 
in  religion  to  them  ;  when  they  are  engaged  in  facred 
duties,  it  is  a  heavy  tirefome  talk,  and  they  rejoice  in  get- 
ting them  over,  as  a  bullock  when  he  is  loofed  from  the 
yoke.  On  the  other  hand,  real  chridians,  though  bur- 
dened with  finful  fear,  cannot  take  refuge  in  any  thing 
elfe  than  God ;  ^hey  dare  not  take  their  reft  in  the  crea- 
ture, but  fay  with  Job,  "  Though  he  flay  me,  yet  will  I 
"  truft  in  him  ;'*t  or  with  the  Pfalmift  David,  "  Yet  the 
**  Lord  will  command  his  loving-kindnefs  in  the  day-time, 
*^  and  in  the  night  his  fong  fliall  be  with  me,  and  my 
*'  prayer  unto  the  God  of  my  life."  J  Nothing  gives  re- 
lidftofuch,  till  they  attain  to  a  view  of  the  divine  mercy, 
and  a  humble  hope  of  peace  and  reconciliation. 

3.  Whether  have  you  comfort  and  fatisfadlion  in  a  fenfe 
of  God's  favor,  as  well  as  a  diftrelllng  fear  of  his  wrath  ? 
This  alfo  will  ferve  to  diftinguifli  between  thofe  who  have 
no  other  religion  than  what  fear  produces,  and  thofe  in 
whom  it  only  maintains  a  conflict  with  a  better  principle. 
There  are  fome  who  are  reftrained  from  fin,  and  compel- 
led  to  many  duties,  by  fear,  who  may  eafily  fee  what  go- 
verns them,  becaufe  they  are  altogether  ftrangers  to  joy 
and  iatis&dion  in  God.  This  is  not,  indeed,  what  they 
aim  at  They  have  never  yet  feen  his  favor  as  the  objeft 
of  fupreme  defire.  They  only  believe  fo  far  as  to  tremble, 
and  would  fain  by  compofition,  fo  to  fpeak,  and  fome  de- 
gree of  compliance,  though  relu6lantand  backward,  avoid 
tlve  divine  wrath.  A  coldnefs  and  conilraint  runs  through 

•  Luke  V.  S.        t  Jobxiii.  15.        ♦  Pfal.  xUi.  7, 
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all  their  perfermances,  and  they  are  apt  to  call  in  queftien 
the  reality  of  joy  in  Gtd.  and  communion  with  him,  be- 
caufe  they  aredtogether  ftrangers  to  it  AemfelTes.  But 
all  the  real  children  of  God  defire  a  fenfe  d  his  love,  as 
well  as  grievo  or  fear  under  a  fenfe  of  his  difpleafure.  Th!B^ 
light  of  his  reconciled  countenance  gives  them  more  joy 
and  gladnefs  than  the  greateft  affluence  of  com  or  of 
wine ;  and  under  the  fevereftchaftifement,  infiead  of  fly- 
ing from  his  prefence,  they  fay  with  Job,  ^'  O  that  I  knew 
^'  where  I  might  find  him,  that  I  mi^t  come  even  to  his 
^  feat ;  I  would  order  my  caufe  before  him,  and  fill  my 
"  mouth  with  arguments."*  Nothing,  indeed,  can  be 
more  proper  than  calling  the  one  a  filial,  and  the  other  a 
flavilh  fear  :  for  great  is  the  difierence  between  a  child 
fearing  the  difpleafure  of  a  parent  whom  he  fincerely  loves, 
and  a  flave  dreading  the  refentment  of  an  enraged  tyrant, 
whofe  fervice  he  aUiors. 


SECT.    IV. 

from  this  metaphor j  Except  a  man  be  born  again  he  can- 
not SEE  THE  KINGDOM  OF  GoD,  and  Other  parallel  ex* 
pressions  in  the  holy  scriptures^  rue  may  learn  that  the 
change  here  intended  is  supernatural. 

WHEN  I  fay  it  is  a  fupematural  change,  I  mean 
that  it  is  what  man  cannot  by  his  own  power  ef- 
feft  without  fuperior  or  divine  aid.  As  we  are  by  nature 
in  a  (late  of  enmity  and  oppofition  to  God,  fo  this  is  what 
we  cannot  *'  of  ourfclves"  remove  or  overcome.  The  ex- 
ercife  of  our  own  rational  powers,  the  perfuafion  of  others, 
the  application  of  all  moral  motives  of  every  kind,  will  be 
ineffeftual,  without  the  fpecial  operation  of  the  Spirit  and 
grace  of  God.  Thus  the  apoftle  John  defcribes  thofe  who 
believe  in  the  name  of  Chrift  :  "  Which  were  bom  not  of 
*'  blood,  nor  of  the  will  of  the  flefh,  nor  of  the  will  of  man, 
«  but  of  God."t  And  thus  the  apoftle  Paul  expreffes  him- 
felf:    "  Not  by  works  of  righteoufnefs  which  we  have 

•  Job  xxiii.  3,  4.  t  John  i.  13. 
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^^  done  but  according  to  his  mercy  he  faved  us,  by  the 
^^  waihing  of  regeneration,  and  renewing  of  the  Holy 
**  Ghoft."*  There  is  no  part  of  the  fcripture  doftrine 
which  the  natural  man  hears  with  greater  averfion,  or  op* 
pofes  with  greater  violence.  It  gives  fo  humbling  a  view 
of  our  own  character  and  ftate,  and  (lands  fo  dire£tly  op- 
pofed  to  pride  and  felf-fufficiency,  that  it  cannot  be  truly 
acceptable  to  any,  till  diey  are  brought  to  a  faving  ac- 
quaintance with  its  power  and  efficacy.  However  it  hath 
been,  this  ^^  foolifhnefs  of  preaching,"  or  rather,  this 
commonly  efteemed  foolifh  part  of  preaching,  that  God 
hath  mod  remarkably  bleffed  for  the  falvation  qf  fouls ;  I 
will  therefore  endeavor  to  flv^W)  in  as  plain  and  fatisfying 
a  manner  as  I  am  able,  that  this  is  the  do£lrine  of  the 
holy  fcripture ;  and  then  to  vindicate  it  from  the  chief  ob- 
jections that  are  ufually  r^ifed  againil  it. 

How  many  paflages  of  Scripture  are  there,  that  fpeak 
in  tlie  ftrpngeft  terms,  not  only  of  pur  miferablebuthelp- 
lefsflate  before  converfion.  Thus  the  apoille  to  the  Ephe- 
fians,  ^^  And  you  hath  he  quickened,  who  were  dead  in 
*♦  trefpafles  and  fins."t  And  again,  **  But  God,  who  is 
"  rich  in  mercy,  for  his  great  love  wherewith  he  loved  us, 
"  even  when  we  were  dead  in  fins,  hath  quickened  us  to- 
"  gether  with  C3irift  (by  grace  ye  are  faved.")!  In  his 
epiftle  to  the  Coloflians,  he  repeats  the  fame  thing ;  '^  And 
^*  you,  being  dead  in  your  fins  and  the  uncircumciGon  of 
"  your  flefli,  hath  he  quickened  together  with  him,  ha- 
"  ving  foigiven  you  all  your  trefpafles."j|  The  reader  mud 
know,  that  in  many  other  pafTages  the  fame  truth  is  to  be 
found,  couched  under  the  fame  or  like  metaphors :  fuch 
as  ^blindnefs,  darknefs,  hardnefs  of  heart."  The  force 
of  the  exprefiion  is  feldom  fufficiently  attended  to.  Suf- 
fer me  th^n  to  put  tlie  queftion.  Do  you  give  credit  to  the 
holy  fcriptures  ?  Do  you  form  your  opinions  without  par- 
tiality  qr  prejudice  from  them  ?  Then  you  muftVeceive 
it  as  truth  that  man,  in  his  natural  fiate,  can  do  nothing 
of  himfelf  to  his  own  recovery,  without  the  concurrence 
qf  fuperior  aid.     If  there  is  any  meaning  or  propriety  in 

*  Titus  iii.  5.     t  Eph.  ii.  1.      \  Eph.  ii.  4,  5,      ||  Col.  ii.  14% 
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fcripture  Itngnge,  we  muft  yidd  to  tibi$.    What  nuMe' 
could  be  fatd,  than  that  we  are  ^dead**  in  fin  ?    What 
more  incapable  of  aftion,  than  one  who  is  entirely  depri- 
ved of  life  ? 

But  left  there  fliould  be  any  remaining  exception,  the 
thing  is  aflerted  in  plain  and  explicit  terms,  without  any 
metaphor,  by  the  apoftle  John,  from  our  Saviour's  own 
mouth :  ^^  No  man  can  come  unto  me,  except  the  Father 
^^  which  hath  fent  me,  draw  him  ;  and  I  will  raife  hirii 
*^  up  at  the  laft  day.  It  is  written  in  the  prophets.  And 
*^  they  fhall  be  all  taught  of  God ;  every  man,  therefore, 
^^  that  hath  heard  and  hath  learned  of  the  Father,  coneth 
^  unto  me."*  1  fhall  mention  only  one  palTage  more,  in 
which,  under  the  fimilitude  of  a  wretched  outcafi  tnfknt, 
the  prophec  Ezekiel  reprefents  the  natural  flate  of  Jerufa- 
lem.  '*  And  as  for  thy  nativity,  in  the  day  thou  wafl  bom, 
^*  thy  navel  was  not  cut,  neither  waft  thou  wafhed  in  wa- 
^'  ter  to  fupple  thee ;  thou  wafl  not  falted  at  all,  nor  fwad- 
"  died  at  all.  None  eye  pitied  thee,  to  do  any  of  thcle 
**  unto  thee,  to  have  compailion  upon  thee ;  but  thou  waft 
**  caft  out  in  the  open  field,  to  the-  loathing  of  thy  perfon, 
**  in  the  day  that  thou  waft  born.  And  when  I  paffed  by 
"  thee,  and  faw  thee  polluted  in  thine  own  blood,  I  faid 
•*  unto  thee,  when  thou  waft  in  thy  blood,  Live  ;  yea,  I 
**  faid  unto  thee  when  thou  watt  in  thy  blood,  Live."f 
Here  all  the  circumftances  are  colledledj  that  could  figni- 
fy  at  once  a  miferable  and  weak,  wretched  and  helplefs 
condition,  or  that  could  ferve  to  make  our  deliverance  at 
once  a  fignal  inttance  both  of  grace  and  power. 

This  leads  me  to  obferve,  that  the  fame  truth  will  re- 
ceive further  light  from  thofe  paffages  of  fcripture,  in  which 
the  real  agent  in  this  great  change  is  pointed  out,  and 
which  celebrate  the  efficacy  of  his  power.  As  in  the  text 
it  is  aflerted,  that,  ^^  except  a  man  be  born  again,  he  can- 
"  not  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God :"  So  in  other  paC 
fages,  true  believers  are  faid  to  be  **  bom  of  God — bom 
*' -from  above — bom  of  the  Spirit."  The  power  of  God 
exerted  in  the  renovation  of  the  finner,  is  defcribed  in 

*  John  vi-  44,  45.         t  Ezek.  xvi.  4,  5,  6. 


On  Regeneratim.  137 

"  language  taken  from  the  fiVft  formation  of  the  world.  **  For 
•*  we  are  his  workmanftiip,  created  in  Chrift  Jefus  unto 
"  good  works,  which  God  hath  before  ordained  that  we 
"Siould  walk  in  them."*  And,  "If any  man  be  in 
"  Chrift,  he  is  a  new  creature ;  old  things  are  paft  away, 
**  behold  all  things  are  become  new.'*  t  Sec  the  prophe* 
cies  of  the  Old  Teftament,  refpefting  the  plentiful  effufi- 
on  of  die  holy  Spirit  in  the  times  of  the  gofpel :  they  con- 
tain  a  clear  defcription  of  divine  fupernatural  influence. 
Thus  the  prophet  Ifaiah,  '*  For  I  will  pour  water  upon 
"  him  that  is  thirfty,  and  floods  upon  the  dry  ground  I 
"  will  pour  my  Spirit  upon  thy  feed,  and  my  bleffing  up. 
"  on  thine  offspring;  and  they  fliall  fpring  up  as  among 
"  the  f^s^  and  as  willows  by  the  water-courfes."  J  To 
the  fame  purpofe  the  prophet  Ezekiel :  "  Then  will  I 
**  fprinkle  clean  water  upon  you»  and  ye  (hall  be  clean 
"  from  all  your  filthinefs,  and  from  all  your  idols  will  I 
"  cleanfe  you.  A  new  heart  alfo  will  I  give  you,  and  a 
**  new  fpirit  will  I  put  within  you ;  and  I  will  take  away 
**  the  ftony  heart  out  of  your  flefli,  and  I  will  give  you  an 
•*  heart  of  flefli ;  and  I  will  put  my  fpirit  within  you,  and 
"  caufe  you  to  walk  in  ray  ftatutes ;  and  ye  (hall  keep  my 
•*  judgments,  and  do  thenr*'j|  Let  it  not  feem  tedious  to 
any  that  I  have  collefted  fo  many  paffages  of  fcripture  on 
this  fubjeCL  It  is  no  light  thing ;  and  indeed  it  is  no 
common  thing,  to  believe  it  from  the  heart.  But  let  us 
now  affinn  it,  on  divine  tcllimony,  that  regeneration  is 
the  work  of  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

I  would  not  build  this  truth  upon  any  other  evidence. 
When  we  ftand  in  God's  room,  bear  his  meffage,  and 
fpeak  in  his  name,  nothing  fhould  be  affirmed,  which 
cannot  be  fupported  by  a  "  Thus  faith  the  Lord."  But 
having  done  fo,  I  think  I  may  warrantably  obferve  how 
much  die  vifible  ftate  of  the  world  correfponds  with  the 
icripture  declarations  on  this  fubjefl.  I  hope  this  will  be 
neither  unfuitable  nor  unprofitable,  confidering  what  an 
inward  averfion  men  have  to  receive  and  apply  them. 

•  Eph.  ii.  10.         t  2  Cor.  v.  17.         \  If.  xliv.  3,  4. 
II  Ezck.  xxxvi.  25, 26,  27. 
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Do  we  not  daily  {be  many  inRances  of  perfons,  of  firft 
rate  underftandt^gs  and  great  natural  abilities,  who  yet 
continue  tuind  to  their  duty  to  God,  and  the  (alvation  of 
their  fouls  ?  As  they  are  bom,  fo  they  continue  to  ihow 
themfelves  through  their  whole  lives,  ^^  wife  to  do  evil, 
^^  but  to  do  good  they  have  no  knowledge.''  What  proofs 
do  they  often  give  of  the  power  and  influence  of  habits  of 
wickednefs  over  them  ?  How  frequently  does  it  happen^ 
that  their  attachment  to  fin  in  general,  or  to  fome  jNUti* 
cular  fin,  is  fuch,  as  to  bear  down  before  it  all  regard  to 
their  own  intereft,  temporal  and  eternal  ?  While  at  the 
fame  time  perfons  of  unfpeakably  inferior  talents,  enlig^t- 
ened  by  the  Spirit  and  fan£lified  by  the  grace  of  God, 
jhall  ftand  firm  againft  the  moft  dangerous  temptations^ 
and  efcape  tlie  pollution  that  is  in  the  world  through  luft. 
This  our  blefled  Lord  adores  as  a  part  or  proof  of  the  fo. 
vereignty  and  unfearchable  wifdom  of  his  heavenly  Father.* 
^^  In  that  hour  Jefus  rejoiced  in  fpirit,  and  faid,  I  thank 
**  thee,  O  Father,  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  that  thou 
^  haft  hid  thefe  things  from  the  wife  and  prudent,  and 
*'  haft  revealed  them  unto  babes :  even  fo,  Father,  for  fa 
"  it  feemed  good  in  thy  fight.*'* 

Is  it  not  plain,  that  fuperior  advantages  of  inftru6lion, 
tho^jgh  very  valuable,  are  far  from  being  always  efi'cftiial  I 
Sometimes  thofe  who  live  long  under  the  falutary  in- 
ftruftion  and  edifying  example  of  pious  parents  and  maf- 
ters,  continue,  notwithftanding,  in  an  infenfible  ftate^ 
Sometimes  we  fee  perfons  fit  long  under  the  moft  enlight. 
cning  and  awakening  miniftry,  with  hearts  as  hard  as  the 
nether  millftone.  The  cafe  of  the  ordinary  hearers  of 
the  gofpel  is  indeed  often  afFecling,  and  leads  to  ferious 
meditation  on  the  depths  of  the  divine  counfels.  Suffer 
me  to  befpeak  the  readers  of  this  clafs  in  the  following 
terms*  Are  not  many  of  you  a  wonder  to  yourfelves,  as 
well  as  to  one  another  ?  Is  not  your  danger  often  pointed 
out  to  you  in  the  cleareft  manner  ?  Is  not  your  charafter 
drawn  and  diftinguiftied  by  the  moft  undeniable  marks  ? 
Are  not  xour  duty  and  intereft  fet  before  you  in  fuch  a 

*  Luke  X.  21. 
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manner,  that  it  cannot  be  contradided,  and  there  is  no* 
thing  left  to  reply  ?  And  yet  after  all,  though  there  may 
be  fome  weak  or  temporary  refolutions,  it  is  without  any 
real  or  lafting  effeft.  Doth  not  this  ratify  and  confirm  the 
following  paflage  of  fcripture  ?  "  Who  then  is  Paul,  and 
*'  who  is  Apollos,  but  minifters  by  whom  ye  believed, 
**  even  as  the  Lord  gave  to  every  man  ?  I  have  planted, 
"  Apollos  watered,  but  God  gave  the  increafe*  So  then, 
"  neither  is  he  that  planteth  any  thing,  neither  he  that 
**  watereth,  but  God  that  giveth.the  increafe."* 

To  be  abfent  altogether  from  the  ordinances  of  God  is 
a  dreadful  and  dangerous  thing,  for  it  leads  directly  to  a 
flate  of  total  blindnefs  and  undifturbed  fecurity*  1  have 
often  thought,  however,  that  the  cafe  of  many  who  con* 
tinue  to  give  their  attendance  is  much  more  wonderfuU 
Are  there  not  habitual  drunkards  often  feen  in  the  houfe 
of  God  ?  Are  there  not  fome  profane  fwearers  often  feen 
in  the  houfe  of  God  ?  Are  there  not  fome  who  walk  in  the 
luft  of  uncleannefs  ?  fome  who  retain,  witliout  reftitution, 
unrighteous  gain,  whom  approaching  death,  the  wrath  of 
God,  and  the  fire  of  hell  cannot  terrify  ?  Of  fuch,  we  may 
juftly  fay  with  the  apoftle  Paul,  "  But  if  our  gofpel  be  hid, 
"  it  is  hid  to  them  that  are  loft,  in  whom  the  god  of  this 
**  world  hath  blinded  the  minds  of  them  which  believe 
**  not,  left  the  light  of  the  glorious  gofpel  of  Chrift,  who  is 
"  the  image  of  God,  flhould  fhine  unto  them.^f 

Let  it  be  further  confidered,  how  much  providential 
warnings  are  generally  defpifed,  even  when  they  are  fo 
awful  in  their  nature,  and  fo  clear  in  their  meaning,  that 
one  would  think  nothing  but  an  abfolute  infatuation  could 
prevent  their  efFeft.  Sinners  may  keep  themfelves  from 
hearing  the  word  of  God,  and  from  any  fuch  reading  or 
converfation  as  will  bring  eternity  in  their  view.  But  he 
vifits  them  in  their  families  or  in  their  perfons,  and  they 
cannot  fly  from  thefe  "  terrible  things  in  righteoufnefs," 
by  which  he  pleads  his  caufe  from  day  to  day.  Are  not 
the  young  and  beautiful  foon  carried  to  their  graves  ?  Are 
not  the  great  and  noble  foon  humbled  in  the  duft  ?  Have 

»  J  Cor.  iii.  5,  6,  7.  t  2  Cor.  iv.  3»  4. 
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not  fenfuality  and  riot,  impurity  and  luff,  flatn  their  vie* 
tims,  and  raifed  up  monuments  fraught  with  moral  in- 
Amnion  in  every  age  I  How  long  is  it  ago,  fince  Hofea 
faid«  ^^  Whoredom  and  wine,  and  new  wine  take  away 
^^  the  heart  ?*'*  And  fince  Solomon  faid  of  a  harlot, 
^^  She  hath  call  down  many  wounded,  and  many  ftrong 
^^  men  have  been  flain  by  her.  Her  houfe  is  the  way  to 
*'  hell,  going  down  to  the  chambers  of  death  V^  But 
though  untnfpired  writers  have  faid  this  as  well  as  he,  nay, 
though  it  is  vifible  to  all,  have  men  become  wife  ?  Have 
they  (hunned  the  paths  of  the  deftroyer  ?  No :  we  may 
julliy  fay  of  the  prefent  times,  ^s  the  Pfaimift  David  faid 
many  ages  ago,  *^  This  their  way  is  their  folly ;  yet  their 
**  pofterity  approve  their  fayings."!  Nothing,  nothing 
will  change  them,  till  the  Spirit  of  God  roufe  and  awaken 
the  confcience,  powerfully  conftrain  the  will,  and  eSec* 
tually  renew  the  heart. 

Hence  then  it  appears,  that  the  new  birth  is  a  *^  fuper- 
natural  change ;"  it  is  the  effcft  of  the  power  of  God ;  it 
is  the  work  of  the  Holy  GhoQ.  1  have  been  at  the  more 
pains  to  eftablifh  this  truth,  becaufe  I  am  perfuaded,  that 
until  it  be  truly  received,  there  may  be  a  form,  but  there 
can  be  nothing  of  the  power  of  ^^odlinefs.  But  we  mufl 
now  vindicate  it  from  the  objections  and  abufe,  to  which 
it  may  be  thought  liable.  There  are  many  who  ftill  har- 
bor in  their  minds,  and  fometimes  produce  in  converfation, 
the  objedion  mentioned  by  the  apoftle  Paul ;  ''  Thou  wilt 
*'  fay  then  unto  me,  WHiy  doth  he  yet  find  fault,  for  who 
*'  hath  refiftecl  his  will  ?"j|  This,  indeed,  is  the  fum  of  all 
the  objections  that  ever  were,  or  ever  can  be  offered  againfl 
it :  and  1  make  the  fhort  anfwer  of  the  fame  apollle ; 
*'  Nay,  but  O  man !  who  art  thou  that  replieft  againll 
•*  God  r"  This  is  but  making  or  imaginin^r  an  incoufif- 
tency  between  two  things,  botli  of  which  God  hath  clearly 
eftabliflied  and  infeparably  joined  in  his  word.  Thefe  are, 
his  own  power  neceffary  to  the  chancre,  and  our  duty  in 
the  ufe  of  the  means ;  or  rather,  our  fin  while  continuinj; 
at  enmity  with  him  and  refufing  his  mercy. 

•  Hof.  iv.  11.         t  Prov.  vii.  26,  27.         \  Pf.il  xllx.  1". 
11  Rom.  ix.  19. 
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I  make  no  fcruple  to  acknowledge,  that  it  is  impoflible 
for  me ;  nay,  I  find  no  difficulty  in  fuppofing,  that  it  is 
impoflible  for  any  finite  mind,  to  point  out  the  bounds  be- 
tween the  ^' dependence"  and  **  activity"  of  the  creature. 
But  though  we  muft  ever  remember,  that  it  is  he  alone 
who  can  "  bring  a  clean  thing  out  of  an  unclean,'*  yet  we 
know  alfo,  that  "all  have  finned  and  come  fhort  or  the 
"  glory  of  God."  We  know  that  "  God  will  be  juft  when 
*•  he  fpeaketh,  and  clear  when  he  judgeth :"  that  he  re- 
jedts  with  difdain,  the  imputation  of  being  the  author  of 
fin.  "  Let  no  man  fay,  when  he  is  tempted,  1  am  tempt* 
"  ed  of  God :  for  God  cannot  be  tempted  of  evil,  neither 
**  tempteth  he  any  man."*  For  our  greater  affurance  of 
this,  he  hath  condefcended  to  confirm  it  by  his  oath*-— 
,  "  As  I  Jive,  faith  the  Lord  God,  I  have  no  pleafure  in  the 
**  death  pf  the  wicked,  but  that  the  wicked  turn  from  his 
**  way  and  live :  turn  ye,  turn  ye,  from  you  evil  ways ; 
*'  for  why  will  ye  die,  O  houfe  of  Ilrael  ?"f  The  connexi- 
on  between  this  ?ind  the  former  truth  appears  plainly  in 
the  following  ptflage  :  '^  Ye  will  not  come  unto  me,  that 
"  ye  might  have  life."  J 

Perhaps  alfo,  there  are  fome  who  abufe  this  do£lrine  to 
flothand  negligence.  At  lead  they  may  pretend  this,  as 
an  excufe  or  palliation  of  their  contempt  of  religion.  But 
is  it  not  an  inference  direftly  contrary  to  what  the  fcrip^ 
ture  teaches  us  much  more  judly  to  draw  from  the  fame 
truth,  viz.  **  Work  out  your  own  falvation  with  fear  and 
**  trembling ;  for  it  is  God  that  worketh  in  you  to  will  and 
**  to  do  of  his  good  pleafure  ?"  |  The  former  inference 
i¥Ould  be  juft  in  the  cafe  of  devils,  who,  having  received 
their  fentence,  can  only  now  "  believe  and  tremble ;" 
but  it  would  be  altogether  unjuft,  and  a  dreadful  contempt 
of  mercy  in  thofe,  to  whom  the  offer  of  falvation  by  grace 
is  addrelFed.  What  is  now  tranfafting  in  the  miniftry  of 
the  gofpel,  fliall  contribute  at  lafl  to  flop  every  mouth,  and 
put  this  criminal  excufe  to  eternal  filence.  Suppofe  the 
finner  at  the  judgment-feat  to  ofifer  diis  defence  for  him* 

*  James  i.  13.      t  Ezek.  xxxiii.  11.      \  John  v.  49* 
II  Phil.ii.  13,  U. 
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felf :  ^^  I  was  altogether  under  the  power  oF  corruption  ; 
*^  it  was  impoflible  for  me  to  do  any  thing  of  myfelf.''  Is 
it  not  natural  to  reply,  "  Where  learned  you  this?"  From 
the  holy  fcriptures.  ^^  And  did  not  the  &ni€  fcriptures 
^*  alfo  tell  you.  Him  that  cometh  to  me,  I  will  in  no  wife 
*^  caft  out.  Wherefore  he  is  able  to  fave  to  the  utcermoft 
^^  all  that  come  to  Gbd  through  him. — Believe  in  the  Lord 
''  Jefus  Chrift,  and  thou  Ihalt  be  faved  ?"  But  I  could  not 
reconcile  one  fcripture  to  another.  *^  And  was  that  any 
**  way  wonderful  ?  Or  can  it  poffibly  juftify  your  rebel- 
^*  lion  againll  the  plaineft  commands,  diat  you  were  not 
^^  able  fully  to  comprehend  what  is  faid  of  the  abfolutedo- 
"  minion  and  fovereignty  of  God  ?" 

Let  us,  therefore,  fettle  it  in  our  minds,  that,  though  we 
are  of  ourfelves  utterly  unable  to  produce  a  change  in  our 
hearts,  ''  nothing  is  impoflible  with  GOD."  He  firft 
made  theni,  and  he  is  able  to  reform  them.  On  a  con^ 
virion  of  our  own  inability,  one  would  think  we  fhould 
but  the  more  humbly  and  the  more  eameQly  apply  to  him 
who  is  all-fufEcient  in  power  and  grace.  The  deplorable 
and  naturally  helplefs  (late  of  finners,  doth  not  hinder  ex- 
hortations to  them  in  fcripture  ;  and  therefore  takes  not 
away  their  obligation  to  duty.  See  an  addrefs,  where  the 
ftrongeft  metaphors  are  retained,  the  exhortation  given  in 
thefe  very  terms,  and  the  foundation  of  the  duty  plainly 
pointed  out — "  Wherefore  he  faith,  awake  thou  that  fleep. 
**  eft,  and  arife  from  the  dead,  and  Chrift  ftiall  give  thee 
"  light/'*  From  which  it  is  very  plain,  that  the  moral 
inability,  under  whicli  finners  now  lie,  as  a  confequence 
of  the  fall,  is  not  of  fuch  a  nature  as  to  take  away  the  guilt 
of  fin,  the  propriety  of  exhortations  to  duty,  or  die  necef- 
fity  of  endeavors  after  recover}'. 

But  what  ftiall  we  fay  ?  Alas !  the  very  fubjeft  we  are 
now  fpeaking  of,  affords  a  new  proof  of  the  blindnefs,  pre- 
judice, and  obftinacy  of  finners.  They  are  felf-condemn- 
ed  ;  for  they  do  not  a£l  the  fame  part  in  fimilar  cafes. 
The  affairs  of  the  prefent  life  are  not  managed  in  fo  pre- 
pofterous  a  manner.     He  that  ploughs  his  ground,  and 

'  F.ph.  V.  14. 
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throws  in  his  feed,  cannot  fo  much  as  unite  one  grain  to 
the  clod  ;  nay,  he  is  not  able  to  conceive  how  it  is  done. 
He  cannot  carry  on,  nay,  he  cannot  fo  much  as  begin 
one  fingle  ftep  of  this  wonderful  procefs  toward  the  fubfe- 
quentcrop;  the  mortification  of  the  feed,  the  refurre£tion 
of  the  blade,  and  gradual  increafe,  till  it  come  to  perfe£t 
maturity.  Is  it,  therefore,  reafonable  that  he  fhouid  fay, 
'^  I  for  my  part  can  do  nothing :  it  is,  firft  and  lad,  an 
effeft  of  divine  power  and  energy :  and  Cod  can  as  ea- 
iily  raife  a  crop  without  fowing  as  with  it,  in  a  fingle  in* 
ftant  and  in  any  place,  as  in  a  long  time  by  the  mutual 
influence  of  foil  and  feafon ;  I  will  therefore  fpare  myfelf 
the  hardihip  of  toil  and  labor,  and  wait  with  patience,  tilt 
I  fee  what  he  will  be  pleafed  to  fend  ?''  Would  this  bo 
madnefs  i  Wbidd  it  be  univerfally  reputed  {o  i  And 
would  it  not  be  equal  madnefs  to  turn  the  grace  of  God  in-^ 
to  licentioufnefs  ?  Believe  it,  the  warning  is  equally  rea- 
ibnable  and  equally  neceifary,  in  fpiritual  as  in  temporal 
things :  **  Be  not  deceived,  God  is  not  mocked,  for  what- 
^  ibrver  a  man  foweth,  that  fhali  he  alfo  reap :  for  he 
*^  that  foweth  to  the  flefh,  (hall  of  the  flefh  reap  corrupt!- 
**  on ;  but  he  that  foweth  to  the  Spirit,  fhall  of  the  Spirit 
**  reap  life  everlafting.*'* 

*  Gal.  vi.  7,  8, 
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In  which  if  9hewn  ivherein  M^ehitm  AM  pfiferfy  amt 
^reSfkf  anuiity  andtahat  creiu  -primifal  €xtidem€a  and 
frwta. 

S  EC  T.    !• 

Wherein  thechangein  ngmurmion  donh  preperltf  mddirtS^ 
.fyeomisL  .* 

1HAVE  hitherto,  by  genenl  rtmarks,  endeavmed  jM 
caution  the  reader  againft  takipg  up  with  errotietwia 
and  defisAive  views  of  the  nature  of  religion.  We  tnMr 
proceed  a  flep  fiuther :  and  I  would  willingly  point  bu^- 
in  aa  difiinfk  a  manner  as  I  am  able,  what  n  Ae  chang^ 
which  is  wrought  in  all,  tvithout  eteepdon,  who  are  th^' 
real  children  of  God,  by  whatever  means  it  is  brouglit 
about ;  what  it  is  in  the  temper  and  difpofition,  in  the 
life  and  practice,  which  conftitutes  the  difference  between 
Me  who  "  is,"  and  one  who  is  "  not  born  again.'*  The 
different  fleps  by  which  this  change  may  be  effe£ted  in 
the  fovereign  providence  of  God,  and  the  different  degrees 
of  perfeftion  at  which  it  may  arrive,  I  purpofely  omit 
here,  and  referve  as  the  fubjeft  of  a  diftinft  head  of  dif- 
courfe. 

That  we  may  enter  on  the  fubjeft  with  the  greater  per- 
fpicuity  and  fimplicity,  it  will  be  proper  to  begin  widi  ob- 
fer\'ing,  that  the  defign  and  purpofe  of  this  chanjrc  is  to 
repair  the  lofs  which  man  fuftaincd  by  the  fall.  Man,  at 
his  firft  creation,  was  made  after  the  image  of  God,  in 
knowledge,  righteoufnefs,  and  holinefs,  and  enjoyed  un- 
interrupted fellowfhip  and  communion  with  him.  He 
was  not  only  fubfervient  to  the  divine  glory,  by  a  natural 
and  neceffary  fubjeclion  to  the  divine  dominion,  which 
all  creatures  are,  have  been,  and  ever  will  be,  but  by 
choice  and  inclination,  his  duty  and  delight  being  invari- 
ably  the  fame.  By  the  fall  he  became  not  only  obnoxious 
io  the  divine  difpleafurc,  by  a  fingle  ad  of  tranfgreflion. 
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but  difobedient  to  the  divine  will  in  his  habitual  and  pre- 
vailing  inclination.  This  is  the  charafter  given  not  of 
one  man  only,  but  of  the  human  race.  "  And  God  faw 
**  that  the  wickednefs  of  man  was  great  in  the  earth,  and 
**  that  every  imagination  of  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  was 
^*  only  evil  continually."* 

He  became,  at  the  fame  time,  not  only  unworthy  of, 
but  wholly  difinclined  to  communion  with  God,  and  ha- 
bitually difpofcd  to  prefer  the  creature  before  the  Creator, 
who  is  '*  God  bleffed  for  evermore."  In  regeneration, 
therefore,  the  linner  muft  be  reflored  to  the  image  of  God, 
-which,  in  a  created  nature,  is  but  another  expreflion  for 
obedience  to  his  will.  He  muft  alfo  be  rellored  to  theex- 
crcife  of  love  to  him,  and  find  his  happinefs  and  comfort 
in  him.  His  habitual  temper,  his  prevailing  difpofition, 
or  that  which  hath  the  afcendcncy,  muft  be  the  fame  that 
was  pcrfeft  and  without  mixture,  before  the  fell,  and  fhall 
be  made  equally,  or  perhaps  more  perfeft,  in  heaven, 
after  death. 

As  the  change  muft  be  entire  and  univerfal,  correfpond* 
ingtothe  corruption  of  the  whole  man,  it  is  not  unufual 
to  fay  it  may  be  fully  comprehended  in  the  three  following 
thingg,  giving  a  new  direftion  to  the  underftanding,  the 
will^.and.th«?JFe6tions.  And  no  doubt,  with  refpeft  to 
every.Qee.gf..ihcfe,  there  is  a  remarkable  and  fenfiblc 
chang?^  But  as  the  underftanding  is  a  natural  faculty, 
which  bCQOJDCS  ^ood  or  evil,  juft  as  it  is  applied  or  em- 
ployed, it  would  be  fcarce  poffible  to  illuftrate  the  change 
in  Jt  without  introducing,  at  the  fame  time,  a  view  of  the 
difjpofition  and  tendency  of  the  heart  and  afFeftions.  As, 
therefore,  the  change  is  properly  of  a  moral  or  fpiritual 
nature,  it  feems  to  me  properly  and  diredlly  to  coiifift  in 
thefe  two  things,..!.  That  our  fupreme  and  chief  end  be 
to  ferve  and.  glorify  God,  and  that  every  other  aim  te 
iubordinate.  to  this.  2.  That  the  foul  reft  in  God  as  its 
chief  happinefs,  and  habitually  prefer  his  favor  to  every 
other  enjoyment.  Thefe  two  particulars  I  ftiall  now  en- 
deavor to  illuftrate  a  little,  in  the  order  in  which  I  have 
named  them. 

*  Gen.  vi.  5. 
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1.  Our  fupreme  and  chief  end  mud  be  to  ferve  and 
glorify  God,  and  every  other  aim  muft  be  fubordinate  to 
this. 

All  things  were  originally  made,  and  are  daily  prefer- 
ved  for,  nay,  they  ftiall  certainly  in  the  iflue  tend  to  the 
glory  of  God ;  that  is,  the  exercife  and  illuftration  of  di- 
vine  perfisdkion.  With  this  great  end  of  creation  the  in- 
clination and  will  of  every  intelligent  creature  ought  to 
coincide:  It  is,  according  to  fcripture  and  reafon,  the 
firft  duty  of  man  to  "  give  unto  the  Lord  the  glory  due 
''  unto  his  name.*'  This,  I  know,  the  world  that  lieth 
in  wickednefs  can  neither  underftand  nor  approve.  "  The 
*'  natural  man  recciveth  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of 
"  God,  for  they  are  foolilhnefs  unto  him,  neither  can  he 
*'  know  them,  becaufe  they  are  fpiritually  difcemed.'** 
The  truth  is,  we  ought  not  to  be  furprized  to  find  it  fo, 
for  in  this  the  fin  of  man  originally  confiiled,  and  in  this 
the  nature  of  all  fin,  asfuch,  doth  ftillconfift,  viz.  with- 
drawing the  allegiance  due  to  God,  and  refufing  fubje£tion 
to  his  will.  The  language  of  every  unrenewed  heart, 
and  the  language  of  every  finner*s  pradlice  is,  "  Our  lips 
*^  are  our  own,  who  is  loixl  over  us  ?**  But  he  that  is  re- 
newed and  born  again,  hath  feen  his  own  entire  depend- 
ance  upon  God,  hath  feen  his  Maker's  right  of  domi. 
nion,  and  the  obligation  upon  all  his  creatures  to  be,  in 
every  refpedk,  fubfervient  to  his  glory,  and  without  re- 
ferve  fubmiffive  to  his  will.  He  bath  feen  this  to  be  mod 
'*  fit'*  and  *^'  reafonable,*'  becaufe  of  the  abfolute  perfefti- 
on  and  infinite  excellence  of  the  divine  nature.  He  is 
convinced  that  all  preferring  of  our  will  to  that  of  God,  is 
a  criminal  ufurpation  by  the  creature  of  the  unalienable 
rights  of  the  great  Creator  and  fovereign  proprietor  of  all. 

Regeneration,  then,  is  communicating  this  new  prin- 
ciple, and  giving  it  fuch  force  as  that  it  may  obtain  and 
preferve  the  afcendency,  and  habitually  govern  the  will. 
Every  one  may  eafily  fee  the  different  operation  and 
cfTeifls  of  this  principle  and  its  oppofite,  by  the  different 
carriage  and  behavior  of  men  in  the  world.     The  unre- 

»   I  Cor.  ii.  U. 
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newed  man  feeks  his  own  hapt>inefs  immediately  and  uU 
timatcly  :  it  is  to  pleafe  himfelf  that  he  conftantly  aims. 
This  is  the  caufe,  the  uniform  caufe,  of  his  preferring  one 
aAion  to  another.  This  determines  his  choice  of  em* 
ployment,  enjoyments,  companions.  His  religious  ac- 
tions are  not  chofen,  but  fubmitted  to,  through  fear  of 
worfe.  He  confiders  religion  as  a  reftraint,  and  the  divine 
law  as  hard  and  fevere.  So  that  a  Ihort  and  fummary 
defcription  may  be  given  of  man  in  his  natural  ftate — 
That  he  hath  forgotten  his  fubjeftion,  that  God  is  de- 
throned, and  felf  honored,  loved,  and  ferved  in  his  room* 

This  account  will  appear  to  be  juft,  from  every  view 
given  us  in  fcripture  of  our  ftate  and  charafter,  before  or 
•  after  converfion.  It  appears  very  clearly,  from  the  firft 
condition  required  by  our  Saviour  of  his  difciples,  viz. 
felf-denial.  **  Then  faid  Jefus  to  his  difciples.  If  any 
"  man  will  come  after  me,  let  him  deny  himfelf,  and  take 
**  up  his  crofs,  and  follow  me.'**  All  thofe  who  are 
brought  back  to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty  and  obligation  as 
creature^,  are  ready  to  fay,  not  with  their  tongues  only, 
but  with  their  hearts,  "  Thou  art  worthy  to  receive  glory 
*^  and  honor,  and  power,  for  thou  haft  created  all  tilings, 
f*  and  for  thy  pleafure  they  are  and  were  created.*' f  It 
ought  to  be  attended  to,  what  is  the  import  of  this,  when 
fpoken  from  conviftion.  They  not  only  confider  God  as 
being  moft  great,  and  therefore  to  be  feared  ;  but  as  infi- 
nitely  holy,  as  abfolutely  perfeft.  and  therefore  to  be  loved 
and  ferved.  They  efteem  all  his  commands  concerning 
tU  things  to  be  right.  Their  own  remaining  corruption 
is  known,  felt,  and  confeffed  to  be  wrong.  This  law  in 
their  members,  warring  againft  the  law  of  God  in  their 
minds,  is  often  deeply  lamented,  and,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
flrenooufly  and  habitually  refifted. 

Perhaps  the  attentive  reader  may  have  obfer\^ed,  that  1 
have  ftili  kept  out  of  view  our  own  great  intereft  in  the 
fervice  of  God.  The  reafon  is,  there  is  certainly,  in  eve- 
IX  rericwed  heart,  a  fenfe  of  duty,  independent  of  in. 
tereft.     Were  this  not  the  cafe,  even  fuppofing  a  defire  of 

*   Matth.  xvi.  24.  t  Rev.  iv.  11. 
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reward  or  fear  of  punifhment,  fhould  difpofe  to  obedience, 
it  would  plainly  be  only  a  change  of  life,  and  no  change  of 
heart.  At  the  fame  time,  as  it  did  not  arife  from  any  in- 
ward principle,  it  would  neither  be  uniform  nor  lafting. 
It  is  beyond  all  queftion,  indeed,  that  our  true  intereft  is 
infeparable  from  our  duty,  fo  that  felf-feeking,  is  felf- 
lofing ;  but  ftill  a  fenfe  of  duty  mud  have  the  precedency, 
otherwife  it  changes  its  nature,  and  is,  properly  fpeaking^ 
no  duty  at  all. 

Toiuaior  Gpcj  id  thc.lieartj  thepv  and-tofetKe-hiroiin 
the  life,  is  the  £r(i  and  hlgheib.dcfire  of  him  that  i&Jbora 
again.  This  is  not,  and  cannot  be  the  cafe,  with  any  in 
a  natural  ftate.  But,  before  we  proceed  to  the  other  par- 
ticular  implied  in  this  change,  it  will  not  be  improper  to 
make  an  obfervation,  which  I  hope  will  have  the  greater 
weight,  when  the  foundation  of  it  is  frefh  in  the  reader's 
mind.  Hence  may  be  plainly  feen  the  reafon  why  pro- 
fane and  worldly  men  have  fuch  a  tendency  to  felf.righte- 
oufnefs,  while  the  truly  pious  are  filled  with  an  abhorrence 
of  that  fouldettroying  falfhood.  This,  I  dare  fay,  ap- 
pears ftrange  to  many,  as  I  confefs  it  hath  often  done  to 
me,  before  I  had  thought  fully  upon  the  fubjedl :  thr.t  thofe 
who  are  evidently  none  of  the  ltri£teft  in  point  of  morals, 
and  have  lead  of  that  kind  to  boaft  of,  fliouUl  yet  be  the 
moll  profcfled  admirers  and  defenders  of  the  doftrine  of 
juftification  by  works,  and  defpifers  of  the  doctrine  of  the 
grace  of  God.  But  the  folution  is  eafy  and  natural. 
Worldly  men  have  no  jull  fenfe  of  their  natural  and  un- 
alienable obligation  to  glorify  God  in  their  thoughts,  words, 
and  actions,  and  therefore  all  that  they  do  in  religion, 
they  look  upon  as  a  meritorious  fervice,  and  think  that 
certainly  fomething  is  due  to  them  on  that  account.  They 
think  it  ftrange  if  they  have  walked  foberly,  regularly, 
and  decently,  cfpecially  if  they  have  been  firiCl  and  punc- 
tual in  the  forms  of  divine  worfhip,  that  God  fliould  not 
be  obliged  (pardon  the  expreffion)  to  reward  them  accord- 
ing to  their  works.  It  is  a  hard  fervice  to  them,  they  do 
it  only  tliat  they  may  be  rewarded,  or  at  leaft  may  not  fuf- 
fer  for  the  negleft  of  it,  and  therefore  cannot  but  infift 
upon  the  merit  of  it 
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On  the  other  hand,  thofe  who  are  bom  of  God,  are  feri- 
fible  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every  rational  creature  to  love 
God  with  all  his  heart,  and  to  confecrate  all  his  powers 
and  faculties  to  his  Maker's  fervice.  They  are  cp.nvincfid 
that,  whoever  (hould  do  fo  without  fin,  would  do  only 
what  is  juft  and  equal,  and  have  no  plea  of  nierit  to  ad- 
vance. But  when  they  confider  how  many  fins  ftill  cleave 
to  them,  how  far  (hort  they  come  of  their  duty  in  every 
inftance,  they  aikfor  mercy,  and  not  for  reward,  and  are 
ready  to  fay  with  the  Pfalmill  David,  "  If  thou,  Lord, 
**  fliouldeft  mark  iniquities,  O  Lord,  who  (hall  ftand  ?  but 
**  there  is  forgivcnefs  with  thee,  that  thou  mayeft  be  fear- 
**  ed."*  To  fum  up  this  reafoning  in  a  tew  words.  The 
reludlant  obedience  which  fome  pay  to  the  divine  law,  is 
confidered  as  a  debt  charged  upon  God ;  whereas  real 
obedience  is  confidered  as  a  debt  due  to  God.  And 
therefore  it  mud  always  hold,  that  the  very  imperfeftion  of 
an  obedience  itfelf  increafes  our  difpofition  to  overvalue 
and  reft  our  dependance  upon  it* 

SECT.    IL 

The  second  part  of  this  change. 

THE  next  thing  implied  in  a  faving  change  ls»  that 
the  foul  reds  in  God  as  its  chief  happinefs,  and  ha^ 
t)itual]y  prefers  his  favor  to  every  other  enjoyment.  On 
this  branch  of  the  fubje£t  I  would  beg  the  reader  to  ob- 
ferve,  not  only  the  meaning  and  fubftance  of  the  propo- 
iition,  but  the  order  in  which  it  is  placed.  There  nmft 
be^ft  a  devotednefs  of  mind  to  God,  and  a  fupreme  lead- 
ing cmcfifil./or  his  honor  and  glory-  He  mud  be,  if  I 
niay  fo  fpeak,  again  reflpredto  his  original  right,  hi^  do- 
minion and  throne,  while  the  creature  is  reduced  to  its 
obedience  and  fubje6tion.  In  confequence  of  this,  there 
i3^.9n  unfeigned  dicquiefcence  in  God,  as  the  fource  of 
comfort,  and  a  high  efteem  of  his  favor  as  better  than  life. 
This  does  not  go  before^  nay,  is  hardly  diftindt  or  feparated 

•  PfiJ.  cxxx.  3,  *• 
Vol.  I.  T 


tso  A  Practical  Treatise 

feDm^a.fiuilci)fJluty^hut^«^  grows 

QUtpfit.  When  a  holy  foul  has  feen  the  infinite  excel- 
lence and  glory  of  the  true  God,  loves  him  fuprcmely, 
and  is  devoted  to  him  entirely,  he  alfo  delights  hi  him  fu- 
perlatively. 

Such  a  perfon  is  fully  convinced  that  thofe,  and  thofe 
alone  are  happy,  whofe  God  is  the  Lord,  and  that  thofe 
who  are  afar  off  from  him  fhall  certainly  perifh.  In  a 
natural  (late,  as  the  fure  confequence  of  fin,  the  tranfgref- 
for  flies  from  God,  with  a  dread  and  horror  of  his  prefence. 
But  the  renewed  foul  returns  to  him  with  defire,  and  feels 
an  uneafinefs  and  want  that  cannot  be  fupplied  but  by  the 
intimation  of  pardon,  and  fenfe  of  divine  love.  The 
warmth  and  fervor  of  devout  affe6lion  is  exprefled  in  the 
flrongeft  terms  in  fcripture :  ^'  As  the  hart  panteth  after 
**  the  water-brooks,  fo  panteth  my  foul  after  thee,  O  God. 
**  My  foul  thirftcth  for  God,  for  the  living  God,  when 
**  (hall  I  come  and  appear  before  God.  *  Ekcaufe  thy  lo. 
^^  ving-kindnefs  is  better  than  life,  my  lips  (hall  prtife 
"  thee.  Thus  will  I  blefs  thee  while  I  live,  I  will  lift  up 
^^  my  hands  in  thy  name,  my  foul  (hall  be  fatisfied  as  with 
^^  marrow  and  fatnefs,  and  my  mouth  fliall  praife  thee 
"  with  joyful  lips."f 

It  is  necelTary  that  ferying  and  delighting  in-God  fliQuld 
be  joined  together  on  a  double  account.  Their  influeoce 
on  one  another  is  reciprocal.  It  is  not  eafy  to  diftinguifh 
a  confcientious  fludy  to  fervc  and  glorify  God,  fi'om  a 
navi(h  obedience  through  fear  of  divine  power,  but  by  its 
being  infeparably  conneded  with  a  delight  in  God,  as  the 
choice  of  tlic  heart,  and  centre  of  the  a&£tions.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  is  hard  to  diftingui(h  cleaving  to  God  as 
our  portion  and  happinefs,  from  an  interefted  mercenary 
bargain  in  religion,  but  by  its  being  preceded  by,  founded 
upon,  nay,  even  re/blved  into,  a  fenfe  of  the  fupreme  ho- 
nor due  to  God  for  his  infinite  excellence.  This  reafon- 
able  fervice  will  then  be  attended  with  an  unfpeakable 
fweetnefs  and  complacency,  and  the  all-fufficiency  of  God 
will  be  an  unfliaken  fecurity  for  the  happinefs  and  peace 
of  thofe  who  put  their  truft  in  him. 
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Wc  may  often  obferve  thefe  two  difpofitions  jointly 
exerting  themfelves,  and  mutually  ftrengthening  one  ano- 
tber,  in  the  language  and  exercifes  of  the  faints  in  fcrip. 
tinre.  With  what  fervor  of  fpirit,  and  with  what  inimita- 
Ue  force  and  beauty  of  flyle,  do  we  find  the  Pfalmift  Da- 
Tid  expreifing  himfelf  in  both  views.  Sometimes  he 
makes  a  full  furrender  of  himfelf  and  his  all  to  the  divine  ' 
lervice  and  difpofal;  at  other  times  his  foul  '^  makes  her 
"  boaft  in  God,"  and  he  exults  in  his  happinefs  and  fecu- 
rity  under  the  divine  proteftion  :  "  O  my  foul,  thou  hall 
"  fiiid  unto  the  Lord,  Thou  art  my  Lord.* — The  Lord 
"  is  the  portion  of  mine  inheritance,  and  of  my  cup,  thou 
**  maintaineft  my  lot :  the  lines  are  fallen  to  me  in  plea- 
**  fant  places,  yea,  I  have  a  goodly  heritage."! 

Thefe  two  things  are,  indeed,  often  fo  intimately  uni- 
ted  that  we  are  at  a  lofs  to  know  whether  we  fhould  inter- 
piet  tlie  language  of  the  facred  writers  as  a  profeffion  of 
doty,  or  an  expreffion  of  delight,  as  in  the  following  words : 
^  I  will  ling  unto  the  Lord  as  long  as  I  live,  I  will  fing 
•*  praile  unto  my  God  while  I  have  my  being. — My  me- 
^  dilation  of  him  ihall  be  fweet,  I  will  be  glad  in  the 
**  Lord/' J  How  deeply  the  Pfalmift  was  penetrated  with 
a  fenfe  of  the  honor  and  fervice  due  to  God,  may  be  par- 
ticularly feen  in  fome  of  thofe'animated  pafTages  in  which 
his  enlarged  heart  calls  upon  every  creature  to  join  in  the 
work  of  praife :  ^^  Blefs  the  Lord  ye  his  angels,  that  ex- 
^*  eel  in  ftrength,  that  do  his  commandments,  hearkening 
^  to  the  voice  of  his  word.  Blefs  ye  the  Lord  all  ye  his 
**  hofls,  ye  minifters  of  his  that  do  his  pleafure.  Blefs  the 
**  Lord  all  his  works,  in  all  places  of  his  dominion.  Blefs 
"  the  Lord,  O  my  fouL'*|| 

It  is  eafy  to  fee  how  this  diftinguiflies  the  natural  from 
the  new-bom  foul ;  nay,  it  is  eafy  to  fee  how  this  diftin- 
guiflies the  man  who  is  renewed  in  the  fpirit  of  his  mind, 
finom  all  others,  however  various  their  charaflers,  however 
difierent  or  oppofite  their  purfuits.  The  defign  of  man*s 
creation  is  exprelFed  in  the  Alfembly's  Shorter  Catechifm, 
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in  a  way  tiiatGi|i.fi»i€tbe«lteidlfi»tiiebetl^  itwat 
that  he  might  ^  i^orify  God,  aad  enjojr  him  fer  ever.^ 
As  he  departed  firom  bis  duty  by.  fin»  foalfii^  at  die^ilame 
time,  from  his  happinels.  As  be  tefiifed  to  do  the  will  of 
God,  fo  he  no  more  fought  his  bvor^  but  placed  his  hap^^ 
pinefs  and  comfort  in  the  creature  ^  mote  than  the  Grt»- 
^^  tor,  who  is  God  SklGBd  for  ever.^  All  unnmewedper- 
fons,  in  one  fliape  or  anodier,  place  their  fupreme  happi- 
nefs  in  fomething  that  is  not  God.  In  this  one  cirtam- 
fiance  they  all  agree,  though  the  diferent  forms  which  die 
world  puts  on  to  folicit  th^  aflfe&ion,  the  diffisrent  degrees 
in  which  they  profecute  it,  and  the  difiereat  wajrs  in  whtdi 
they  apply  or  abufe  it,  are  fo  very  many,  that  it  is  impaC' 
fible  to  enumerate  or  defcribe  them.  Though  diere  is  but 
one  God  the  idols  of  the  nations  are  innamerable.  There 
is  but  one  way  to  peace,  and  if  that  is  negleded,  the  unfile 
tisfa£biry  nature  of  all  created  enjoyments  makes  men  flje 
from  one  earthly  comfort  tx>  anoAer,  till  they  feel,  by  latl^ 
experience,  the  vanity  of  diem  all.  Their  ftate  is  jaftly 
defct^bed  by  the  wife  man,  when  he  fays,  ^^  Lo  this  only 
^*  have  I  found,  diat  God  made  man  upright,  but  diey 
^'  have  fought  out  many  inventions."* 

It  may  not  be  improper  here,  jull  to  hint  at  a  few  of  the 
principal  purfuitsby  which  the  charaflers  of  men  are  di- 
Yerfified,  their  hearts  and  cares  divided,  and  the  one  thing 
needful  forgotten  and  difregarded.  Some  there  are  who 
yield  themfelves  up  to  the  unreflrained  indulgence  of 
pleafure.  Senfual  appetite  and  pafllon  carry  them  on 
with  unbridled  fury.  The  lull  of  the  flefh,  the  luft  of  the 
eye,  and  the  pride  of  life,  poiFefs  their  affeftions,  and  their 
prevailing  defirc  is  to  gratify  thefe  appetites,  as  fer  as  their 
lituation  and  circumftances  enable  them,  or  the  rival  pur- 
fuits  of  others  will  permit  them.  This,  which  is  ufuaUy 
the  firft  attempt  of  unfan6tified  and  ungovemed  youth,  is 
well  defcribed  by  the  wife  man,  in  the  following  ftrong 
caution  againft  it :  ^^  Rejoice,  O  young  man,  in  thy 
"  youth,  and  let  thine  heart  cheer  thee  in  the  days  of  thy 
^*  youth,  and  walk  in  the  ways  of  thy  heart,  and  in  the 
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"  fight  of  thine  eyes  :  but  know  thon,  that  for  all  thefe 
**  things,  God  will  bring  thee  into  judgment."*  This  is 
the  path  of  the  abandoned  and  heaven-daring  profligate, 
who  cafts  off  all  fear  of  God,  who  burfts  afunder  every 
bond,  **  who  draws  iniquity  with  cords  of  vanity,  and  fins 
"  as  it  were  with  a  cart  rope." 

Again,  There  are  fome  whofe  hearts  are  fet  upon  pre- 
fent  gain.  Inftead  of  making  that  fober  and  moderate 
ufe  of  this  world  and  its  enjoyments,  which  becometh 
mortal  creatures,  they  look  upon  it  as  their  home.  In- 
ftead of  confidering  it  only  as  a  mean  to  a  higher  end,  they 
have  it  as  their  chief  or  principal  view,  to  fecure  or  en- 
large  their  pofleffion  of  it.  Thefe  "  fay  to  the  gold.  Thou 
'*  art  my  refuge,  and  to  the  fine  gold.  Thou  art  my  con- 
"  fidence." — They  think  their  "  houfes  will  endure  for- 
**  ever,  and  their  dwelling-places  to  all  generations.^' 
This  is  often  the  fin  of  r\\^v  years :  and,  that  the  brutilh 
folly  of  finners  may  more  eminently  fhow  itfelf,  it  is 
often  the  reproach  and  fcandal  of  old  age,  when  its  ab- 
fardity  is  moft  fcnfible  and  apparent.  What  doth  it  fig- 
nify  how  much  men  of  this  character  defpife  the  levity  of 
youth,  or  hate  the  filthy  receptacles  of  fenfuality  and  luft, 
while  their  affeCtions  are  fupremely  fet  upon  the  prefent 
world,  while  "  they  blefs  the  covetous,  whom  the  Lord 
**  abhorrcth  ?'^  ' 

It  is  often  fufficient  to  raife  in  every  ferious  perfon  a 
mixture  of  compaflionand  indignation,  to  hear  thofe  with 
whom  poverty  is  the  only  crime,  openly  pleading  for, 
and  boafting  of  their  attachment  to  the  world,  or  treating 
with  a  fmile  of  contempt  thofe  who  tell  them,  from  the 
word  of  God,  that  it  is  vain.  Though  nothing  is  more 
frequently  confirmed  by  experience,  it  is  ufual  to  confider 
this  as  only  pulpit  declamation,  a  part  of  our  bufinefs  and 
profeffion,  but  containing  a  maxim  that  cannot  be  applied 
to  common  life.  Let  all  fuch  be  informed,  whether  they 
will  hear  it  or  not,  that,  however  regular  and  abftemious 
they  may  be  as  to  all  fenfual  indulgence,  however  dili- 
gent, eager,  and  fuccefsfiil  in  trade,  *'  except  they  be  born 

*  Eccles.  xi.  9. 


TJ4  A  Practical  Treatise 

^  again,  they  cinnot  fee  the  kingdom  of  God."  And, 
that  they  may  not  deceive  themfelves,  but  know  in  part 
at  leaft,  wherein  this  change  confifiedi,  let  them  penife 
and  ponder  the  following  paflage  of  die  apoftle  John : 
'*  Love  not  the  world,  neither  the  things  that  are  in  the 
^'  world :  if  any  man  love  the  world,  die  love  of  the  Fa- 
"  thcr  is  not  in  him.*'* 

Once  more.  There  are  fome  who  walk  in  the  path  of 
ambition.  Pride  and  vain  glory  is  the  idol  at  whofe  fhrine 
they  bow.  Thefe,  indeed,  may  be  diinded  into  vtrj  dif- 
ferent clafTes.  Pride,  which  may  be  called  the  nuifter* 
paflion  of  the  human  frame,  takes  in  the  moil  extenfive 
and  univerfal  range.  There  is  fcarce  any  ftate  in  which 
it  is  not  able  to  exert  itfelf,  fcarce  any  circumftance  which 
it  is  not  able  to  convert  into  the  means  of  its  own  gratiC- 
cation.  AW  natural  advantages  which  men  enjoy  over 
odiers,  whether  in  refpeft  of  body  or  mind;  all  %ht  addi- 
tional trappings  of  fociety,  viz.  wealth,  ftation  and  office; 
all  acquired  advantages,  intelle£lual,  or  even  moral,  be- 
come the  fuel  of  pride.  As  fome  endeavor  by  extraor- 
dinary actions  to  fpread  their  fame  in  public  lite,  others, 
though  in  a  narrower  fphere,  are  under  the  habitual  go- 
vemment  of  the  fame  defire.  While  great  men  are  taking 
cities,  and  deftroying  kingdoms,  to  get  themfelves  a  name, 
others  of  meaner  rank  are  vying  with  one  another  in 
drefs,  furniture,  and  equipage,  or  fuch  inferior  arts  as 
they  have  been  able  to  attain.  Nay,  thofe  who  never  did 
any  thing  that  could  merit  praife,  too  often  fhew  them- 
felves under  the  government  of  the  moft  hateful  and  dc- 
tefted  kind  of  ambition,  by  a  rancorous  malice  and  envy 
againft  fuch  as  excel  or  outfhine  them.  We  may  go  a 
ftep  farther,  and  fay,  there  is  great  reafon  to  believe,  that 
in  fome,  the  cultivation  of  their  minds,  long  and  afliduous 
application  to  ftudy,  zealous  and  fuccefsful  endeavors  to 
promote  the  public  good,  ought  to  be  afcribed  to  no  other 
fource,  to  no  higher  motive. 

I  thought  I  could  not  (all  upon  any  way  to  illuilrate 
tliis  part  of  my  fubjeft,  which  would  make  it  more  Intel- 
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ligible,  than  to  give  this  fliort  view  of  the  charadlcrs  and 
purfuits  of  the  men  of  the  world ;  and  then  to  obferve. 
That  the  change  in  regeneration  doth  properly  confift  in 
a  ftrong  inward  conviftion  of  the  vanity  of  worldly  enjoy- 
ments  of  every  kind  ;  and  a  perfuafion,  that  the  favor 
and  enjoyment  of  God  is  infinitely  fuperior  to  them  all. 
Whatever  other  diflFerences  there  may  be,  this  will  be 
found  in  every  child  of  God,  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft, 
from  the  richeft  to  the  pooreil :  from  the  wifeft  to  the  moll 
ignorant ;  and  from  the  oldeft  to  the  youngeft.  Every 
fuch  one  will  be  able  to  fay  with  the  Pfalmift,  "  There  be 
"  many  that  fay.  Who  will  fliew  uy  any  good  ?  Lord,  lift 
**  thou  up  the  light  of  thy  countenance  upon  us.  Thou 
*'  baft  put  gladnefs  in  my  heart,  more  than  in  the  time 
**  that  their  com  and  their  wine  increafed.  I  will  both 
•*  lay  me  down  in  peace,  and  fleep,  for  thou,  Lord,*'only 
"  niakcft  me  dwell  in  fafety."* 

I  ihall  afterwards  have  occafion  more  fully  to  explain 
the  comparative  influence  of  this  defire ;  but  before  1  con- 
clude this  fe£lion,  muft  make  the  two  following  remarks : 
I.  That  the  favor  of  God  muft  appear  to  the  believer  as 
abfolutely  neceifary  to  his  comfort.  2.  As  full  and  fuffi- 
cient  for  that  purpofe. 

I.  He  that  is  bom  again,  confiders  the  favor  of  God  as 
abfolutely  necefiary  to  his  comfort.  He  lees  the  emptinefs 
and  inherent  vanity  of  all  things  elfe.  Even  when  the 
world  fmiles,  even  when  things  fucceed  with  him  to  his 
wifh,  he  will  not  reft  fatisfied  with  any,  or  all  temporal 
mercies.  He  will,  above  all,  defire  an  intereft  in  that 
love  which  God  beareth  to  his  "  chofen  people,"  a  right 
by  promife  or  covenant  to  the  ufe  of  prefcnt  comforts,  and 
the  favor  and  proteftion  of  his  fpecial  providence.  How 
contrary  this  to  the  temper  of  many,  who  have  a  name  to 
live  while  they  are  dead  ?  If  the  world  fmiles,  they  follow 
it  with  eagernefs,  and  embrace  it  with  complacency,  while 
they  are  cold  and  indifferent  in  their  defires  towards 
God.  Perhaps,  when  they  are  diftreflcd  with  outward 
calamities ;    when  experience  conftrains  them  to  confefs 
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the  vanity  of  the  creature,  they  cry  to  God  for  relief. 
3ut  when  eafe  and  profperity  return,  they  ibon  foi^t  his 
works,  are  well  pleafed  with  their  condition,  and  neither 
grieve  for  his  ablence,  nor  are  afraid  of  his  anger.     This 
ihews  plainly,  that  whatever  occaConal  fymptoms  they 
may  difcover,  they  are  fupremely  and  habitually  poffeiTed 
by  a  love  of  the  world,  and  defire  of  fenfual  gratification.  • 
In  oppo&tion  to  this,  every  real  Chriftian  fees  the  favor 
of  God  to  be  fo  abfolutely  necellary,  that  he  cannot  be 
without  it.     He  fees  it  to  be  more  neceifary  than  riches, 
honors,  or  pleafures ;  nay,  than  health,  or  even  life  itfelf ; 
all  which  b^  values  chiefly  as  they  are  the  fruits  of  the 
divine  bounty,  as  tokens  of  divine  love,  and  as  they  af- 
ford him  an  opportunity  of  promoting  the  divine  glory. 
He  is  ready  to  fay  with  the  Pfalmift,  ^'  Whom  have  I  in 
*'*'  heaven  but  thee  ?  and  there  is  none  upon  earth  that  I 
«<  defire  befides  thee :  my  flefli  and  my  heart  iaileth,  but 
^^  God  is  the  ftrength  of  my  heart,  and  my  portion  for 
"  ever.*'* 

z.  He  that  is  bom  again,  confiders  the  favor  of  God  as 
full  and  fufficient  for  his  comfort  and  happinefs.  That 
is  to  fay,  he  is  habitually  fatisfied  with  this  as  his  f>ortion, 
whether  there  be  abundance  or  ftraitnefs  as  to  outward 
provifion.  He  counts  the  favor  of  God  as  abfolutely  ne- 
ceflary,  but  nothing  elfe  is  confidered  as  fuch.  No  earth- 
ly enjoyments  can  fatisfy  him  without  God's  favor  ;  but 
this  will  fatisfy  him,  be  his  outward  condition  what  it  will. 
I  am  far  from  meaning  to  affirm,  that  every  good  man  is 
free  from  tlic  lead  T\{n\^  murmur,  the  leaft  impatient  or 
rebellious  thought.  If  it  were  fo  with  any  man,  he  would 
be  perfect  in  holinefs ;  but  I  mean  to  fignify,  that  this  is 
his  habitual  and  prevailing  temper.  He  is  inwardly  con- 
vinced, that  thofe  alone  are  happy ;  and  that  they  are, 
and  (hall  be,  co\npleatly  happy,  who  are  reconciled  to 
God,  and  the  objects  of  his  fpecial  love.  His  own  re- 
maining attachment  to  prefent  thines,  and  immoderate 
forrow  under  outward  calamity,  he  fincerely  laments  as 
his  weaknefs,  and  humbly  confefles  as  his  fm.     He  en- 
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deavors  to  fupply  the  void  left  by  every  earthly  comfort^ 
when  it  is  withdrawn,  by  the  fulnefs  and  all  fufficiency 
of  God.  He  poffeffes,  in  fome  nieafure,  and  breatlies 
after  more  and  more  of  the  temper  exprefled  in  the  twp 
following  paffages  offcripmre:  "  Although  my  houfe  be 
•*  not  fo  with  God,  yet  he  hath  made  with  me  an  everlaft- 
•*  ing  covenant,  ordered  in  ail  things,  and  fure  ;  for  this 
*•  is  all  my  falvation,  and  all  my  defire."*  Although 
•'  the  fig-tree  ihall  not  blofTom,  neither  (hall  fruit  be  in 
**  the  vines  ;  the  labor  of  the  olive  fliall  fail,  and  the  field 
**  (hall  yield  no  meat ;  the  flock  fhall  be  cut  off  from  the 
•'  fold,  and  there  fhall  be  no  herd  in  the  ilalls  ;  yet  will 
**  I  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  I  will  joy  in  the  God  of  my  h\m 
•»  vation."f 

Tiius  I  have  endeavored  to  point  out  wherein  the 
change,  in  regeneration  doth  immediately  and  properly 
confift.  It  isjuft  the  recovery  of  the  moral  image  of  God 
upon  the  heart ;  that  is  to  fay,  to  love  him  fupremely  and 
fcrve  him  ultimately,  as  our  higheft  end ;  and  to  delight 
in  him  fuperlatively,  as  our  chief  good.  This  recovery, 
however,  is  but  begun  on  earth.  It  is  gradually  improved 
in  the  progrefs  of  fanftification,  and  fliall  be  fully  com- 
pleated  at  the  refurredion  of  the  juft.  The  fum  of  the 
moral  law.  is  to  love  the  Lord  our  God  with  all  our  heart, 
and  fouI»  and  ftrength,  and  mind.  This  is  the  duty  of 
every  rational  creature ;  and,  in  order  to  obey  it  perfeft- 
ly,  no  part  of  our  inward  affection  or  adlual  fervice  ought 
to  be,  at  any  time,  or  in  the  leaft  degree,  mifapplied* 
This  is  the  cafe  with  no  mere  man,  while  he  continues 
in  the  body.  But  regeneration  confifts  in  tiie  principle 
being  implanted,  obtaining  the  afcendency,  and  habicu* 
ally  prevailing  over  its  oppofite.  Even  in  thofe  who  are 
bom  again,  there  will  ftill  be  many  ftruggles  between  the 
•*  law  of  fin  in  their  members,"  and  the  "  law  of  God  in 
**  their  minds."  This  we  find  deeply  lamented  by  the 
apoftle  Paul :  "  O  wretched  man  that  I  am,  who  fliall 
•*  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death  ?"  J  It  ought  to 
give  unfpeakable  confolation  to  the  chriftian,  when  he  re- 

'  3  Sam.  xxiii.  5.     f  Habbak.  iii.  17^  13.    t  ^9V^'  vii*  S4« 
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fle£b,  that  the  feed  which  is  planted  bjr  divine  grace, 
fhall  be  preferved  by  divine  power.  A  gracious  G<xl  will 
neither  fuffer  it  to  be  fmothered  by  contending  weeds^ 
nor  deftroyed  by  the  inclemency  of  this  tempeftuous  cli- 
mate, till  it  be  tranfplanted  into  the  milder  regions  of 
peace  and  ferenity  iibove» 

SECT.     IIL 

i'hc  rjfcils  of  regeneration  ;  with  some  of  the  principal  coin  ' 
dences  of  its  sincerity^ 

IN  the  further  profecution  of  this  head,  I  propofed  to 
mention  fome  of  the  principalevidences  and  fruits  of 
a  faving  change-  Thcfe,  no  d^^  it  were  eafy  with 
fufficient  propriety  greatly  to  extend  and  enlarge,  be- 
caufe  they  include  all  the  marks  and  figns  of  real  religi* 
on,  fuited  to  every  charafterand  every  fituation  in  which 
a  chriftian  can  be  placed.  The  heart  being  renewed,  the 
life  will  of  neceiTity  be  reformed,  and  holinefs  in  all  man* 
ner  ofconverfation,  including  the  duties  of  piety  towards 
God  and  jullice  and  charity  towards  men,  will  be  its  na- 
tive  and  genuine  effeft.  But  this  would  be  too  wide  and 
general  a  field.  I  find  mod  writers  on  this  fubjedl  talce 
particular  notice  of  the  new  views  and  apprchenfions 
which  the  regenerate  perfon  hath  of  himfelf,  and  eveiy 
other  thing  or  perfon  to  which  he  (lands  related-  I  ftiall 
therefore  very  fliortly  obfcrve,  lie  who  is  born  again,  dif- 
covers  his  new  nature  and  life  by  new  apprchenfions  of 
God — of  himfelf — of  the  world — of  eternity — of  Jefus 
Chrift  the  Saviour  of  finners — and  of  all  the  ordinances  of 
his  appointment. 

The  regenerate  perfon  has  new  views  of  God,  both  in 
refpeft  of  greatnefs  and  goodnefs.  He  really  and  inward- 
ly believes  the  being,  prefence,  power  and  providence  of 
God,  which  he  in  a  great  meafure  difbelieved  before. 
Whereas  formerly,  even  what  he  did  believe  of  God  was 
feldom  in  his  thoughts  ;  now  it  is  almod  impoffible  for 
him  to  look  upon  any  thing,  or  perfon,  or  event,  widiout 
confidering  its  relation  to  God.     O  what  ^^  terrible  majef- 
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"  ty"  does  his  fanftified  underftanding  perceive  in  this 
Being  of  Beings,  compared  to  the  times  of  his  former 
blindnefs  ?  What  a  luftre  and  glory  does  the  opened  eyo 
iee  in  all  the  divine  perfections  ?  Above  all,  what  a  ra- 
vifliing  and  aftonifhing  view  has  he  of  the  divine  goodnefs 
and  love  ?  Wicked  men,  governed  by  felf-love,  are  there- 
fore infenfible  of  obligations.  Inordinate  in  their  defires, 
they  are  never  fatisfied  with  their  pofTeffions  ;  whereas 
the  child  of  God  difcovers  and  confeffes  the  infinite  good- 
nefs of  his  Creator  in  all  his  mercies,  of  the  lead  of  which 
he  is  not  worthy. 

He  hath  quite  new  apprehenfions  of  himfelf,  his  own  ^ 
character  and  ftate.  Before,  he  thought  himfelf  his  own 
mafier,  looked  upon  every  religious  law  as  a  hard  and  ty« 
rannical  reftraint ;  but  now,  he  fees  that  he  belongs  to 
God :  he  now  remembers  his  Creator,  confeiTes  his  obli- 
gations, and  mourns  for  his  trani'greflions.  A  converted 
finner  often  admires  and  ilands  aiionilhed  at  his  own  for- 
mer  conduct.  He  wonders  at  the  boldnefs  of  a  poor  guil- 
ty  helplefs  rebel,  perhaps  curfmg  and  blafpheming,  per* 
haps  rioting  in  fenfuality  and  luflt.  He  wonders  that  the 
power  of  God  did  not  arreft  him  in  his  courfe,  and  by 
ibme  fignal  firoke,  make  him  a  (landing  monument  of 
righteous  indignation.  He  trembles  to  think  of  his  for- 
mer ftate,  and  it  excites  in  him  a  deep  and  lively  acknow- 
]edgment  of  the  riches  of  divine  grace.  How  great  a 
ienfe  of  this  does  the  apoflle  Paul  often  exprefs  in  his  own 
cafe ;  "  who  was  before  a  blafphemer,  and  a  perfecutor, 
**  and  injurious.--^^This  is  a  faithful  faying,  and  worthy 
^^  of  all  acceptation,  that  C|;irift  Jefus  came  into  the  world 
*'  to  lave  finners,  of  whom  I  am  chief."* 

The  above  is  often  connedled  with,  and  increafed  by 
his  views  of  the  world  and  of  worldly  men.  The  charm  ^* 
is  now  broke,  the  falfe  colors  are  now  taken  off  from  the 
world  and  all  its  enjoyments  How  ardently  did  he  love 
them  once  ?  how  eagerly  did  he  profecute  them  ?  and  how 
rich  did  be  efteem  them  ?  He  envied  every  one  who  pof- 
feflfed  them,  and  thought  that  npne  fuch  could  fail  of  being 

•  I  Tim.  i.  13,  15^ 
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Conipteteljr  happj*  But  now,  he  can  never  feparate  the 
id::a  ot  riches  from  temptation,  and  often  confiders  the 
dreadful  change  of  (late  in  thofe  who  are  carried  about  in 
pomp  and  grandeur  on  earth  ;  who  are  clothed  in  purple 
and  fine  linen,  and  fare  fumptuoufljr  every  day ;  but  are, 
in  a  little  time,  tormented  in  hell  fire.  Formerly,  he  ybp 
lued  perfons  by  their  ftation,  by  their  wealth,  by  their  fpi*. 
rit  and  genius,  or  other  natural  qualifications.  But  now, 
a  chriftian  in  a  cottage  appears  more  honorable  and  more 
amiable  than  a  blafphemer  in  a  palace.  Now,  his  heart 
is  joined  to  every  fervant  of  Chrift,  though  defpi fed  in  the 
world,  though  emaciated  by  ficknefs,  though  deformed 
with  old  age ;  nay,  though  loathfome  and  fordid  through 
penury  and  want.  He  fees  the  beauty  of  thefe  excellent 
ones  of  the  earth,  under  all  their  prefent  difadvanfages, 
and  in  them  is  all  his  delight.  With  regard  to  perfons  of 
an  oppofite  charader,  the  penitent  often  recollefls.  with  a 
bleeding  heart,  his  fondnefs  for,  and  attachment  to  finful 
companions ;  and  his  kindnefs  to  them  is  converted  into 
a  yearning  tendemefsand  compaflion  for  their  miferable 
flate. 

Further,  the  regenerate  perfon  has  new  apprehenfions 
of  eternity.  Formerly,  the  Ihadows  and  vanities  of  time 
fo  engrolfed  his  thoughts,  fo  filled  and  occupied  liis  fight, 
that  eternity  was  feldom  at  all,  and  never  fully  in  view. 
But  now,  it  is  frequently  and  ftrongly  upon  his  mind. 
Now  it,  as  it  were,  joins  itfclf  with,  and  points  out  its  own 
relation  to  every  fubjeft,  and  its  concern  in  every  purfuit. 
Now,  it  is  prefent  as  the  objeft  of  faith,  to  correft  the 
falfe  reprefentations  of  fenfe,  and  to  oppofe  the  unjutt 
claim  of  earthly  and  momentary  gratifications.  Former- 
ly, things  unfeen  were  counted  in  a  manner  precarious 
and  fabulous,  offmall  moment  in  any  determination  :  but 
now,  there  is  fuch  a  difcoveiy  of  the  great  realities  of  ano- 
thcr  world,  as  weighs  down  all  created  things,  and  makes 
them  feel  as  a  feather  in  the  balance. 

Let  us  here  (land  ftill,  and  paufe  a  little.  Let  me  be- 
feech  every  reader  to  ponder  this  refledtion,  uhich  I  can- 
not pafs.  Oh  !  what  concern  have  we  all  in  an  everlaft- 
ingendlcfs  eternity !  O  fubjecl  without  bounds  !    Who  is 
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able  to  do  it  juftice  in  woids  ?  Who  is  able  to  reach  it 
even  in  thought  ?  Happinefs  that  Ihall  continue  through 
everlafling  ages.  Mifery,  anguiih,  torment,  that  Ihall 
never  have  an  end.  Are  we  all,  without  exception,  to  be 
fo  divided  at  laft  ?  Yes ;  the  gre-it  Judge  fhall  feparate  the 
righteous  from  the  wicked,  and  fhall  let  the  one  on  his 
right-hand,  and  the  other  on  his  left.  Shall  then  com- 
panions on  eaith;  fliall  fellow-citizens,  and  tellow-fol- 
diers ;  the  dearell  friends  and  the  neareft  relations,  be 
parted  afunder,  and  take  a  long,  long  eternal  farewelP  O 
the  ftrong  deceit  and  illufion  of  fin,  that  is  able  to  hide 
eternity  from  dying  men  !  O  the  inconceivable  blindnefs 
oi  thofe  who  arc  unmindful  of  a  future  ftate,  while  they 
inhabit  thefe  tabernacles  of  clay,  which  arefo  often  totter- 
ing; which  are  daily  wafting,  and  lliall  fo  foon  fall  in 
pieces  and  crumble  into  duft !  How  is  it  poffible  we  fliould 
forget,  that  in  a  little  time  "  we  muft  all  appear  before  the 
"  judgment-feat  of  Chrift." 

The  regenerate  perfon  has  alfo  new  views  of  JefuS 
Cbriftf  the  great  and  only  Saviour  of  finners.  Before,  he  > 
was  "  without  form  or  comelinefs,  or  any  beauty,  that  he 
**  fliouId  dclire  him."  Before,  (as  is,  alas  !  the  cafe  v/ith 
very  many)  all  the  truths,  relating  to  the  perfon,  charac- 
ter,  and  office  of  a  Mediator  were  hated  as  abfurdities,  or 
defpifed  as  enthufiafm.  They  were  nick-named  nonfenfe, 
cant,  and  unintelligible  ftufF.  Or  if  decency  forbad  this, 
they  were  altogether  cold  and  without  relifti.  But  now, 
the  name  of  a  Saviour  is  "  precious — even  as  ointment 
"  poured  forth."*  The  ftrongeft  language  is  too  weak 
to  cxprefs  his  gratitude,  or  breathe  out  his  love.  "  He  is 
**  white  and  ruddy,  the  chief  among  ten  thoufand : — yea, 
"  he  is  altogether  lovely,*'|  How  great  is  .the  difference 
between  the  felf-righteous  formalift  and  the  humble  peni- 
tent  ?  The  one,  trufting  in  himfelf  that  he  is  rigliteous, 
knows  little  of  the  value  of  a  Saviour ;  the  other,  deeply, 
penetrated  with  a  fenfe  of  guilt,  and  ftrongly  confcious  of 
abfdute  weaknefs,  ^'  counts  all  things  but  lofs,  for  the  ex- 
**  ccUency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift  Jefus  his  Lord ;  and 

*  Cant.  i.  3.  t  Cant.  v.  10. 
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^^  defires  lo  be  found  in  him,  not  having  his  own  righte^ 
*^  oufnefs,  which  is  of  the  law,  but  that  which  is  through 
''  tlie  faith  of  Chrift,  the  righteourners  that  is  of  God  by 
**  faith/'* 

Again,  the  regenerate  perfon  has  new  views  of  the  or* 
dinances  of  Chrift's  appointment.  They  were  formerly 
his  burden,  now  they  are  his  delight.  Before,  the  labbath 
wore,  as  it  were,  a  fable  garb,  and  an  offenfive  gloom.  Jt 
was  looked  upon  as  a  piece  of  confinement  and  refkunt. 
He  was  ready  to  fay,  ^'  What  a  wearinefs  is  it ;  when  will 
^'  the  Sabbath  be  over,  and  the  new  moon,  that  we  may 
"  fet  forth  com,  and  fell  wheat  ?"  But  now,  he  calls  it  a 
delight,  the  "  holy  of  the  Lord,  and  honorable/'  Now,  he 
thirds  after  the  water  of  life,  efteems,  loves,  and  deCres 
tl>e  word  of  God.  He  now  readily  joins  the  holy  Pfahnift 
in  all  thofe  fervent  expreffions  to  be  found  in  his  writings^ 
of  aiTeflion  to  the  truths  and  ordinances  of  God.  *^  O  hovf 
^^  love  I  thy  law  !  it  is  my  meditation  all  the  day.|  The 
*'  law  of  thy  mouth  is  better  to  me  than  thoufands  of  gold 
*'  and  filver.  J  My  foul  thirfteth  for  thee ;  my  flefti  long- 
«*  eth  for  thee,  in  a  dry  and  thirfty  land,  where  no  water 
*'  is.  To  fee  thy  power  and  thy  glory,  fo  as  I  have  feen  it 
*^  in  the  lancluary.jl  I  was  glad  when  they  faid  unto  me, 
"  let  us  go  into  the  houfe  of  the  Lord ;  our  feet  Ihall  lland 
**  within  ihy  gates,  O  Jerufalem  !*'** 

Suffer  me  now  to  conclude  this  general  account  of  the 
fpirit  and  temper  of  the  regenerate,  with  a  few  partiQU- 
Jar  cluracters,  by  which  they  will  commonly  be  dillin- 
guifned. 

I.  The  new  nature  will  difcover  itfelf  by  great  humi- 
lity. There  is  no  difpofition  more  the  object  of  divine 
abhorrence  and  deteftation,  than  pride  ;  nor  confequent- 
ly,  any  more  amiable  and  neceffary  than  humility.  We 
are  told,  that  "  God  refifieth  the  proud,  but  giveth  grace 
"  to  the  humble/'t|  To  the  fame  purpofe  the  propiiet 
"  Ifaidh,  For  thus  faith  the  high  and  lofty  One,  that  inha- 
•'  bitcth  eternity,  whofe  name  is  holy,  I  dwell  in  the  high 

'  Phil.  lii.  8,     t  Pfiil.  c:cix.  C7.      }  Pfal.  cxix.  r2.     H  Ffal, 
lx::i.  1.1}.     »•  Plal.  cxxii.  1,2.      tf  James,  iv.  6. 
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"  and  holy  place ;  with  him  alfo  that  is  of  a  contrite  and 
**  humble  fpirit,  to  revive  the  fpirit  of  the  humble,  and  to 
*•  revive  the  h6art  of  the  contrite  ones."*  Pride  was  the 
fin  by  which  the  angels  fell  from  their  glory  and  happinefs. 
It  appears  to  have  been  the  chief  ingredient  in  the  firft  fin 
of  man  ;  and  in  general,  the  leading  part  of  a  fmful  charac- 
ter. Before  there  can  be  any  faving  change  ;  before  there 
can  be  any  efteem  or  relifli  of  the  gofpel  of  the  grace  of 
God,  there  muft  be  a  deep  humility  of  mind,  and  thorough 
conviftion  of  guilt  and  wretchednefs.  This  muft  ftill  con- 
tinue, and  have  a^  conftant  and  vifible  efFeft  upon  the 
believer's  temper  and  carriage.  The  truth  is,  the 
way  in  which  a  fmner's  peace  is  made  with  God,  the 
ground  on  which  his  hope  and  comfort  is  founded,  and 
the  means  of  his  improvement  in  the  fpiritual  life,  all  con- 
fpirc  in  making  him  humble.  "  Where  is  boalling  ?  It 
••  18  excluded.  No  flefli  is  permitted  to  glory"  in  the  di- 
vine prefence.  Every  fincere  penitent,  every  real  be- 
liever, every  profiting  difciple  of  Ghrift,  learns  the  empti- 
nefs  of  the  creature,  the  fulnefs,  fovereignty,  power,  wif- 
dom,  and  grace  of  the  Creator  and  Redeemer,  from  all 
that  he  hears,  and  from  all  that  he  feels. 

In  his  former  ftate,  either  his  ignorance  of  God,  or  his 
wrong  views  of  God  and  of  himfelf,  made  him  fet  a  high 
value  upon  his  own  intereft,  and  think  he  had  a  high 
claim  to  happinefs,  and  fuccefs  of  every  kind.  This 
made  him  repine  at  the  courfe  of  Providence,  and  very 
hardly  allow  that  juftice  was  done  him  when  his  attempts 
were  defeated,  or  his  defires  difappointed.  What  fuUen 
impatience  do  many  Ihew  under  the  hand  of  God  ?  What 
corroding  envy  poflefles  their  minds  when  they  take  a 
view  of  the  (perhaps  miftaken)  happinefs  of  others  ?  But 
he  that  is  bom  again  is  deeply  fenfible,  that  he  deferves 
nothing  at  the  hand  of  God.  His  habitual  fentiments  and 
language,  are  the  fame  with  what  we  find  in  fcripture  fo 
frequent  with  the  faints  :  ^*  I  am  not  worthy  of  the  leaft 
**  of  all  the  mercies,  and  of  all  the  truth  which  thou  haft 
*•  fhewed  unto  thy  fervant.-f — It  is  of  the  Lord's  mercies 
^  that  we  are  not  confumed,  becaufe  his  compallions  iistil 
»  If.  Ivii.  15.       t  Gen.  xxxii.  10. 
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'^  Qot.* — ^Unto  me,  who  am  lefs  than  the  lead  of  all  faints, 
*'  is  this  grace  givcn."|  Whereas  formerly  he  was  apt 
to  view  his  own  charaAer  with  much  complacence,  and  to 
have  high  thoughts  of  the  dignity  of  human  virtue,  now  he 
hath  changed  the  item  pride  of  philofophy,  for  the  felf- 
denial  and  meeknefs  of  the  gofpel.  He  has  fuch  views 
of  the  glory  and  majefty  of  God,  of  the  purity  of  his  law, 
and  of  the  holinefs  of  his  nature,  that  he  finks,  as  it  were, 
into  nothing  in  his  own  fight,  and  knows  not  how  to  throw 
Irimfelf  into  a  low  enough  poRure  in  the  divine  prefence. 
Agreeably  to  this  we  have  a  (Iriking  piflure  drawn  by  our 
Saviour  in  the  parable  of  the  Pharifee  and  publican,  of 
true  penitence,  particularly  as  Handing  in  oppofition  to 
felf-fufficiency  and  pride  :  **  The  Pharifee  flood  and  pray^ 
^^  ed  thus  with  himfelf,  God,  I  thank  thee,  that  I  am  not  as 
**  odier  men  are,  extortioners,  unjuft,  adulterers,  or  even 
'^  as  this  publican.  I  fafl  twice  in  the  week,  I  give  tithes 
"  of  all  that  I  poflefs.  And  the  publican  Handing  afar  off,  • 
^*  would  not  lift  up  fo  much  as  his  eyes  unto  heaven,  but 
*'  fmote  upon  his  brealt,  faying,  God  be  merciful  to  me  a 
*'  fiimer.":;: 

Further,  true  religion  makes  a  man  humble  toward  his 
fellow  creatures,  as  well  as  toward  God.  The  one^  in- 
deed, is  the  certain  and  neceffary  efFeft  of  ihe  other.  Eve- 
ry diing  which  one  man  can  enjoy  in  preference  to  ano- 
ther, and  which  ordinarily  becomes  the  fuel  of  pride,  is  the 
gift  of  God,  and  therefore  there  is  no  room  left  to  glor5^ 
What  diftin^lion  can  any  man  enjoy  above  another,  but 
it  mufl  be  of  one  of  thefe  two  kinds,  woridly  advantages, 
or  fpiritual  gifts  ?  Now  worldly  advantages  are  of  no 
Ibch  value,  in  the  eye  of  a  real  Chriftian,  as  to  be  matter 
of  boalling.  All  fwelling  on  this  account  is  efTedlually  re- 
Itrained  by  true  religion:  that  which  brings  eternity  in 
view,  makes  all  temporal  tilings  of  wonderfully  little  va- 
lue, to  have  or  to  lole.  And  even  ftill  lefs  will  a  good 
man  glory  in  his  advantages  over  others  of  a  fpiritual  kind. 
Pride  can  never  be  fo  greatly  mifplaccd,  as  when  it  ihows 
itfelf  here.  The  Chriliian  will  fay  to  liimfclf,  in  the 
words  of  the  apoftle  Paul,  "  For  who  maketh  thee  to  differ 
'  Lam.  iii.  2.        t  Ephef.  iii  8.        \  Luke  xviii.  11,  12,  13. 
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**  from  another  ?  And  what  haft  thou,  that  thou  dtdft  not 
•*  receive  ?  Now  if  thou  didft  receive  it,  why  doft  thou 
**  glory  as  if  thou  hadft  not  received  it  ?"* 

I  cannot  help  alfo  obferving  here,  that  every  true  con- 
vert is  naturally  led  to  confider  himfelf  as  the  chief  of  fin- 
ners,  and  every  real  Chriftian  to  reckon  that  others  are 
preferable  to  him  in  holinefs  and  fpiritual  attainments. 
This  is  often  taken  notice  of  by  religious  writers,  in  a  per- 
feft  confiftency  both  with  fcripture  and  experience.     We 
fee  this  was  the  cafe  with  the  apoftle  Paul,  that  eminently 
holy,  faithful,  and  a6ti ve  minifter  of  Jefus  Chrift.     He  ex- 
prcfsly  ftiles  himfelf  the  "  chief  of  finners  ;*'  and  fays, 
**  Howbeit,  for  this  caufe  I  obtained  mercy,  that  in  me 
•*  firft,"  or  in  me  as  a  capital  and  leading  inftance,  "  Je* 
"  fus  Chrift  might  fliew  forth  all  long-fuffering,  for  a  pat- 
•*  tern  to  them  which  fliould  hereafter  believe  on  him  to 
•*  life  cvcrlafting."!     And  elfewhere  to  the  fame  purpofe, 
with  a  view  to  his  minifterial  labors  ;  ^^  For  I  am  the  leaft 
"  of  the  apoftles,  that  am  not  meet  to  be  called  an  apoftle, 
**  becaufe  I   perfecuted  the  church  of  God ;  but  by  the 
**  grace  of  God,  I  am  what  I  am,  and  his  grace  which  was 
'*  beftowed  upon  me  was  not  in  vain,  but  I  labored  more 
**  abundantly  than  they  all  ••  yet  not  I,  but  the  grace  of 
**  God  which  was  with  me."J     This  is  eafy  to  be  account- 
ed for.     Every  man  muft  have  a  far  more  clear  difcovery 
and  conviction  of  his  own  fms,  in  their  heinous  nature 
and  aggravating  circumftances,  than  of  thofe  of  any  other, 
as  well  as  a  greater  infight  into  the  remaining  corruption 
of  his  own  heart.  Hence  it  is  natural  for  him  to  conclude, 
that  none  have  been  fo  deeply  indebted  as  himfelf,  to  the 
riches  of  divine  grace,  for  pardon  and  recovery. 

From  every  view  we  can  take  of  the  matter,  therefore, 
it  is  plain  that  the  regenerate  perfon  muft  be,  according  to 
the  ftrong  and  beautiful  language  of  the  Holy  Scripture, 
"  clothed  with  humility."  He  muft  be  very  humble ;  he 
muft  be  humble  in  every  refpeft ;  he  muft  be  inwardly, 
habitually,  conftantly,  univerfally  humble.  I  know  no 
difpofition  better  fitted  either  to  determine  our  ch|ira£ter  in 

•  1  Cor.  iv.  7.      t  Tixttt  I.  16.     J  I  Cor.  xv,  9,  lo. 
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befiire  men,  and  that  he  has  pronounced  a  dreadful  threat  _ 
ening  agiunft  thofe  who  fliall  Qcuaty  ^knjF  him ;  ''  \Vh^ 
^^  foever  (hall  be  alhamedof  me*  or  of  my  words,  in  this 
*^  adulterous  and  finful  genention,  of  him  zUo  fl}:iU  the 
^^  Son  of  Man  be  ajbamed,  when  he  cometh  iti  die  gloqM 
<(  of  hb  Father  with  the  holy  ai^jets."*    There  are  many^ 
of  the  duties  of  a  Chrifiian  which  require  a  firm  refoluttofi, 
a  boldneis  and  fortitude  of  moid;  yet  even  this  diouM 
accomp^ed  with  humili^.    Unneccflary  ollentaiioa 
always  a  fufpidous  Cign*  A  CSviflian  ihoold  be  conilraii 
ed,  in  all  fuch  caiei,liy  a  fenfe  of  duty,  and  enter  u\ 
his  woric  with  a  diffidence  of  himfel^  and  reliance  ot 
vine  (bength. 

L^nottbeieiderthink  this  part  rf  the  lubje£t  tedii^ 
or  extended  beyond  its  due  boimds ;  let  him  rather  eiuer 
on  a  deep  and  careful  fearch  into  his  own  heart,  and  At 
how  it  Hands  with  himfelf  in  this  particular.  There  is 
often  a  counterfeit  humility.  A  proud  and  vun-glorioos 
carriage  is  odious  to  man  as  well  as  to  God.  Pride  in 
one  man,  is  always  in  open  hoftility  againft  pride  in  ana> 
ther ;  nay,  pride,  when  difcovered,  eSe£tually  defeats  its 
own  purpofe.  Not  only  is  a  man  who  is  vain  of  nothiiig, 
juftly  and  univerfklly  contemptible,  but  in  all  ca&s,  asSo- 
lomoa  fays,  '^  for  a  man  to  tearch  his  own  glory,  is  nql 
^'  glory.''  Even  the  mod  eminent  abilities,  the  moft  amV 
able  qualifications,  and  the  moft  laudable  aftions,  are  grcait* 
ly  fuUied  by  an  apparent  vanity  and  thirfi  of  praiGs.  Jj^ 
is  hardly  poffible  to  bring  others  to  acknowledge  that  man's 
worth  who  alTerts  it  with  his  own  tongue,  and  ab&lves  the 
world  by  paying  tribute  to  himfelf.  Hence  there  is  are- 
maHcable  obfervation  of  a  foreign  writer  of  eminent  pie^ 
and  learning,  to  this  purpofe.  That  a  worldly  principle, 
when  it  is  attended  with  found  judgment,  ^nd  in  its  hig^ 
eft  perfection,  does  homage  to  religion,  by  imitating  it^ 


*  Mark  viii.  38. 
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cflfefts.    And,  indeed,  what  is  all  politenefs  of  carriage, 
Jjut  a  fort  of  hypocrital  humility,  and  an  empty  profeffionof 
that  deference  to  the  judgment  and  kindnefs  to  the  perfons 
of  others,  which  a  true  Chriftian  hath  implanted  in  his  - 
heart? 

How  felf-deceiving  is  pride  ?  How  many  are  there  even 
of  thofe  who  have  a  form  of  godlinefs,  who  are  wrapt  up 
in  themfelves,  who  would  have  all  men  to  efteem  them, 
who  would  have  their  opinions  to  prevail,  and  their  mea- 
fures  to  take  place,  in  every  matter  of  the  fmalleft  confe- 
mience,  and  are  never  fatisfied  but  when  this  is  the  cafe  ? 
Of  this  they  are  often  quite  infenfible  themfelves,  when  eve- 
ly  one  about  them  perceives  it  without  the  leaft  diflSculty 
or  uncertainty.  Nay,  is  it  not  very  furprifing  and  very 
lamentable,  that  there  is  ftill  fo  much  pride  to  be  found 
even  in  good  men,  which  betrays  itfelf  by  many  eviden- 
ces, impatience  of  contradiftion  in  their  fentiments,  excef- 
five  grief,  or  immoderate  refentment,  when  their  charac- 
ters are  attacked  by  unjuft  and  malicious  (lander  ?  It  is 
Itwful  to  be  fure,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  to  embrace  every  oppor- 
tanity  of  vindication ;  but,  as  it  is  not  wonderful  that  it 
ihould  happen,  fo  the  real  Chriftian  ihould  ftudy  to  bear 
it  with  meeknefs,  and  to  forgive  it  fincerely,  as  he  alks  for- 
givenefsofGod. 

From  all  this  it  is  eafy  to  fee,  that  the  regenerate  per- 
fon  muft  be  humble. .  Believe  it,  O  Chriftian,  fo  much 
as  you  have  of  humility,  fo  much  you  have  of  true  religi- 
on. So  much  as  your  lentiments  are  altered  in  this  re- 
fpefl,  fo  much  you  have  ground  to  think  the  change  to 
be  real ;  and  fo  much  as  you  take  root  downwards  in  true 
humility,  in  the  fame  proportion  you  will  bear  fruit  up- 
wards, in  all  the  duties  of  a  regular,  exemplary,  and  ufeful 
converfation. 

2.  Another  excellent  and  ufeful  evidence  of  regenem. 
tion,  is  theiao^ific^tion  of  natural,  and  lawful  affeftions. 
There  arc,  perhaps,  few  either  more  fure  or  more  plain 
evidences  of  real  religion  than  this.  Regeneration  does 
not  confift  in  giving  us  new  fouls,  new  faculties,  or  new 
a&dions,  but  in  giving  a  new  tendency  and  effedt  to  thofe 
we  had  before.    There  are  many  perifons  to  whom  we 


bear  naturally  ttnAfikb,  md  kit-fcr  fibin  beinfi^ltaa- 
defign  of  idigMMi  to deftroy  this  iflfafiaonibttr  to fcgulate. 
it  in  its  meafinre,  to  keep  it  in  itsfnoper  diomicl»  and  di*  : 
re£l  it  to  its  proper  end.    Thii  b  a  part  of  the  ft]hje£k:i» 
which  I  have  always  thought  of  great  moment  and  impor(«f  J 
ance,  on  more  accounts  than  one.    It  hath  pfeafisd  Gol« 
byjoining  uatogether  in  fiide^,  to  conftituiea  great  rarieljr  r 
of  relations ;  thefe  ties  ave  of  God's  own  making,  and  Mr  ^ 
afic£ki<ms  to  all  perlbnsfe  related  to  as  are  natnnd,  and  in  .* 
feme  of  them  very  flrong.    How  then  do  they  opeiaie  ?. 
In  what  manner  do  thqr  exprsfs  themfelves  ?  Noddng . 
will  more  evidently  prove  what  is  the  ruling  diTpditioo:' w . 
the  heart.    Whenever  we  love  others  fincerely,  we  him 
it  by  defiring  and  endeavoring  to  procure  for  diem  diaCe^> 
bleffings  which  we  oniielves  moft  faigjhly  efleem. 

Let  us  take  any  one  of  thefe  relaidona  fcr  an  examptair^ 
Does  a  purent  fincerely  love  his  children  ?  Religion  do^i 
not  weaken,  bat  firei^then  tins  affi^tton,  and  i^  to  thil4 
force  of  his  obligation  to  ferve  them.    But  if  the  parent 
truly  loveth  God  above  all,  how  will  his  love  to  his  chil- 
dren be  exprefled  ?  Surely  by  defiring,  above  all,  that 
they  may  be  **  born  again.**     Their  following  finful  cour- 
fes  will  give  him  unfpeakably  more  grief  than  their  pover- 
ty, ficknefs,  or  even  death  ilfelf.     He  will  be  more  con- 
cerned  to  make  them,  and  more  delighted  to  fee  them, 
good  than  great ;  and,  for  this  purpofe,  every  Hep  of  their 
education  will  be  dire£led.    Would  not  ever}'  parent  (hud- 
der  at  the  thoughts  offending  a  beloved  child  to  a  houfe  in- 
feftcd  with  the  plague,  or  any  other  fcene  where  health  or 
life  would  be  in  imminent  danger  ?  What  then  Ihall  we 
think  of  thofe  parents  who,  from  the  fingle  profpeCl  of 
gain,  without  fcruple,  place  their  children  in  houfes  deep- 
ly infefted  with  the  leprofy  of  ftn,  and  expofe  them,  with- 
out  the  leaft  neceffity,  to  the  moft  dangerous  temptations  ? 
I  know  there  are  fome  inftances  in  fcripture  ot  perfons 
who  have  been  confidered  as  very  pious  themfelves,  who 
yet  were  (hamefully  negligent  in  this  branch  of  their  duty. 
Of  thefe  Eli,  mentioned  in  the  book  of  Samuel,  is  one, 
whofe  fons,  though  in  the  moft  facred  office,  '<  made  them- 
««  felY^s  vUei  and  be  r^ftrained  them  not."      I  imagine  I 
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*couId  eafily  bring  in  doubt,  if  not  the  reality,  at  lead  tli^ 
eminence  of  his  piety,  and  others  of  the  fame  kind  though 
often  taken  for  granted,  without  much  examination  ;  but 
I  fball  only  obferve  what  an  oppofite  account  is  given  of 
the  divine  conduft  toward  Eli  and  toward  Abraham,  the 
father  of  the  faithful.     He  revealed  his  will,  and  employed 
in  his  meffage  the  child  Samuel,  to  the  negleft  of  EH, 
grown  old  in  his  courts,  and  denounced  the  mod  fevere 
and  terrible  judgments  againft  him  and  liis  houfe  :  ^^  Be- 
"  hold,  I  will  do  a  thing  in  Ifrael,  at  which  both  the  cars 
**  of  every  one  that  heareth  it  fliall  tingle ;  in  that  day  I 
**  will  perform  againft  Eli  all  things  which  I  have  fpoken 
^^  concerning  his  lioufe  :  when  I  begin  I  will  alfo  make  an 
"  end.     For  I  have  told  him  that  I  will  judge  his  houfe 
"  for  ever,  for  the  iniquity  which  he  knoweth."*  On  the 
contrary,  fee  the  honorable  diftinflion  put  upon  Abraham : 
^^  And  the  Lord  faid.  Shall  I  bide  from  Abraham  that 
*^  thing  which  I  do,  feeing  that  Abraham  fhall  furely  be- 
*^  come  a  great  nation,  and  all  the  nations  of  the  earth 
*^  fhall  be  blefled  in  him.     For  I  know  him,  that  he  will 
*^  command  his  children  and  his  houfhold  after  him,  and 
"  they  fball  keep  the  way  of  the  Lord,  to  do  juftice  and 
"  judgment,  that  the  Lord  may  bring  upon  Abraham  that 
"  which  he  hath  fpoken  of  him.""f 

Nothing  indeed  can  be  more  plain  from  reafon  itfelf, 
than  that,  in  proportion  to  the  impreflion  which  parents 
have  upon  their  own  minds  of  the  importance  of  falvation, 
will  be  their  concern  and  care  that  their  children  alfo  may 
be  the  heirs  of  everlafting  life.  Suffer  me  to  afk  every 
parent  who  reads  this  difcourfe,  or  rather  to  befeech  all 
fuch,  to  afk  themfelves  ferioufly,  what  are  their  own 
llrongeft  defires  and  hopes  concerning  their  children  ?  In 
thofe  moments  when  your  afFeftions  are  fondeft,  and  your 
partial  flattering  expedlations  moft  diftinftly  formed,  are 
you  obliged  to  confefs  that  your  minds  run  much  more 
upon  the  profpeft  of  your  childrens  living  in  affluence  and 
fplendor,  or  being  promoted  to  places  of  honor  and  trull, 
than  their  being  brought  to  a  faving  acquaintance  with 

*  I  Sam.  iii.  11,  12,  13.         t  Gen.  xviii.  17,  18,  19. 
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Ghrifi  and  him  cmcified,  tbaC  whether  thef  live  or  die  they 
may  be  the  Lord*8  ?  If  this  is  the  caie^  you  have  juft 
ground  to  fear  that  you  are  of  that  unhappy  number  who 
''  favor  not  the  things  that  be  of  God»  but  the  things  that 
"be  of  man." 

3.  Another  excellent  evidence  of  regeneration  is,  the 
moderation  of  our  attachment  to  worldly  enjoyments  in 
general,  and  habitual  fubmiffion  to  the  will  of  God.  So 
ibon  as  this  change  takes  place,  it  will  immediately  and 
ccnainly  abate  the  meafure  of  our  attachment  to  all  earth- 
ly things.  Formerly  they  were  the  all  of  the  foul,  its 
portion  and  its  reft ;  but  now  a  clear  difcovery  beinflf 
made  of  greater  and  better  bleffings,  they  muft  fall  back 
into  the  fecond  place.  There  is  a  wonderful  difierence 
between  the  rate  and  vsdue  of  prefent  pofleflions  of  any 
kind,  in  the  eye  of  him  who  lives  under  the  imprcflions  of 
eternity,  and  of  him  who  believes  it  but  uncertainly,  who 
uixlerllands  it  very  imperfeQly,  and  who  thinks  of  it  as 
feidom  as  confcience  will  give  him  leave.  It  muft  be 
confefled  we  are  all  apt  to  be  immoderate  in  our  attach- 
ment to  outward  bleflings  ;  this  is  the  effeft  and  evidence 
of  the  weaknefs  of  our  faith  :  but,  fo  far  as  faith  is  in  ex- 
ercife,  it  muft  mortify  carnal  aftedion.  There  is  noway 
in  which  an  objeft  appears  fo  little,  as  when  it  is  contraft- 
cd  with  one  infinitely  greater,  which  is  plainly  the  cafe 
here.  The  truth  is,  time  and  eternity,  things  temporal 
and  things  fpiritual,  are  the  oppofite  and  rival  objefls  of 
human  attention  and  efteem.  It  is  impoffible  that  one  of 
them  can  be  exalted,  or  obtain  influence  in  any  heart, 
without  a  proportional  depreflion  of  the  other.  They  are, 
alfo,  as  they  leverally  prevail,  the  marks  to  diftinguilh 
thofe  who  are,  and  thofe  who  are  not,  brought  again  from 
the  dead.  For  as  the  apoflle  fays,  "  To  be  carnally  mind- 
**  cd  is  death,  but  to  be  fpiritually  minded  is  life  and 
**  peace.*** 

Further,  it  is  not  only  in  abating  the  meafure  of  our 
attachment  to  worldly  things  that  religion  (hews  itfelf, 
atid  the  change  is  difcovered,  but  in  the  ufe  and  applica- 

*  Rom.  viii»  6. 
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tMSin  of  them.  The  real  Chriftian's  powers  and  faculties, 
fx>fleflions  and  influence,  are  confecrated  to  God.  ^  His 
abilities  are  laid  out  for  the  glory  of  God.  He  no  more 
CQnfid^rs.lheinas  ja  meanuof  excelling  others,  and  getting 
to  himfelf  a  name,  but  of  doing  good.  He  finds  it  his 
higheft  ideafure  to  fcrve  God  with  his  talents  ;  he  thinks 
it  his  duty  to  plead  for  him  in  his  converfation,  to  honor 
Kim  with  his  fubdance,  to  enforce  and  ratify  the  divine 
laws  by  his  authority  and  example. 

The  fame  thing  ihews  plainly  why  a  Chriftian  muft 
manifeft  his  new  nature  by  fubmiflion  to  the  divine  will. 
Does  he  receive  his  mercies  from  God  ?  Does  he  love 
them  lefs  than  God  ?  Does  he  efteem  it  his  duty  to  ufe 
them  in  bis  fcrvice  ?  And  can  he  poflibly  refufe  to  refign 
tfaem  to  his  pleafure  ?  I  am  fenfible  that  reftgnation  to 
the  will  of  God,  abfolute  and  unconditional,  is  a  very  dif- 
ficult duty,  but  it  is  what  every  believer  habitually  ftudies 
to  attain.  He  chides  his  remaining  impatience  and  com- 
plaints, grieves  at  the  continuing  ftruggles  of  his  imper- 
fis£lly  renewed  will,  and  is  fenfible  that  in  this  the  fupe- 
riority  of  his  afFeftion  to  God  above  the  creature  ought  to 
appear.  Unrenewed  perfons,  when  their  earthly  hopes 
iU:^.di(appointed,  immediately  renew  the  purfuit ;  they 
ooijr  j^hang^  the  object  to  one  more  within  their  reach,  or 
tbey^jtlter  t;hejr  meafures,  and  endeavor  to  amend  the 
fcbcme ;  but  real  Chriftians,  receiving  a  conviftion  of 
the  vanity  of  all  created  things,  feek  their  refuge  and  con* 
JolaticMi  in  the  fulnefs  and  all-fuificiency  of  God. 

SECT.     IV. 

A  more  particular  enquiry  into  what  properly  constitutes  the 
sincerity  of  the  change. 

THUS  I  have  given  a  fuccincl  view  of  the  moft  re- 
markable  efie£ls  and  vifible  evidences  of  regenera- 
tion. I  cannot,  however,  fatisfy  myfelf  with  this,  be- 
canfe  I  am  perfuaded  the  great  queftion  is,  how  far  they  ^ 
ought  to  go,  ad  to  what  meafure  of  ftrength  and  uniformi- 
ty they  ought  to  arrive.    There  are  not  a  few  who  may. 


172  A  Practice  Treatise^ 

in  a  certain  degree,  fincerely  think  themfelves  poffefled 
of  mod  or  all  the  difpofitions  mentioned  above,  whofe  (late 
is  neverthelcfs  very  much  to  be  fufpedted.  On  the  other 
hand,  perhaps,  fome  of  the  humbled,  that  is  to  fay,  the 
very  beft,  may  be  in  much  fear  concerning  themfelves, 
becaufe  they  do  not  perceive  either  that  vigor  or  fteadinefs 
in  their  holy  difpofitions  which  they  greatly  defire  and  are 
fenfible  they  ought  to  attain.  Befides,  what  hath  been 
hitherto  faid  is  only  general,  viz.  that  thofe  who  are  bom 
again  will  have  new  apprehenfions  of  things,  will  be 
humble,  mortified  to  .the  world,  and  fubmiffive  to  the  will 
of  God.  In  this  way  it  will  be  mod  applicable  to,  or  at 
lead  mod  fenfible  in  thofe,  who  had  once  gone  great  lengths 
in  profanity,  and  were,  by  the  almighty  and  fovereign 
grace  of  God,  fnatched  as  "  brands  from  the  burning." 
The  oppofition  between  their  new  and  old  charafters  is 
ordinarily  fo  great,  that  it  will  not  admit  of  any  doubt. 
To  fome  others  it  may  be  neceflaiy  to  make  a  more  dri£t 
and  particular  enquiry  into  the  nature  of  fincerity,  and 
what  is  the  full  and  proper  evidence  of  the  reality  of  the 
change. 

That  the  reader  may  form  as  clear  and  didinft  concep- 
tions on  this  fubjeft  as  poflible,  he  may  be  pleafed  to  re- 
collefit  what  was  obferved  above,  That  perfedt  holinefs 
con  fids  in  having  the  heart  wholly  poffed  by  the  love  of 
God,  without  the  mixture  of  any  inferior  or  bafer  paffion ; 
and  that  regeneration  confids  in  a  fupreme  defire  to  glori- 
fy God,  and  a  preference  of  his  favor  to  every  other  en- 
joyment.  Now  what  chiefly  occafions  difficulty  in  dif- 
cerning  the  reality  of  this  change  is,  that  there  is  much 
unfubdued  fin  remaining  in  the  children  of  God,  and  that 
there  are  many  counterfeit  graces,  or  appearances  of  reli- 
gion, in  thofe  who  are,  notwithdanding,  in  the  "  gall  of 
*'  bitternefs,  and  in  the  bond  of  iniquity." 

That  there  is  a  great  degree  of  unmortified  corruption 
dill  remaining  in  the  faints  of  God,  and  that  not  fo  much 
as  one  is  wholly  free  from  it,  is  apparent  from  too  many 
melancholy  proofs.  It  appears  from  the  pathetic  com- 
plaint of  the  apodle  Paul,  formerly  referred  to,  of  the  law 
in  his  members  warring  againd  the  law  of  God  in  his 
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mind.  It  appears,  alfo,  from  the  grofs  (ins  into  which 
fpuie  enunently  holy  perfons  have  been  fuficred  occafion- 
ally  toiaU,  through  the  ilreiigth  of  tem])tation,  as  David's 
adultery  and  murder,  Solomon's  idolatry,  tne  apoftle  Pe« 
tar's  doiial  of  his  mafter,  and  feveral  others  recorded  in 
fcripturc 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are  alfo  counterii^it  {Traces, 
common  or  imperfect  operations  of  the  Spirit,  which  do 
not  iflue  in  a  real  converfion  and  faving  change.  This  ic 
will  be  proper  to  keep  in  mind,  and  perhaps,  alfo,  to  at* 
tend  a  little  to  the  proofs  of  it  both  from  fcripture  and  ex- 
perience. That  thq  word  of  God  has  fome  eflFeCl  even 
upon  thofe  who  continue  unrenewed,  is  plain  from  many 
cixanxples  recorded  in  the  facred  volume.  We  read  of  a 
Felix  trembling  at  the  thoughts  of  a  judgment  to  come : 
^^  And  as  he  reafoned  of  righteoufnefs,  temperance  and 
**  judgment  to  come,  Felix  trembled^  and  anfwered,  Go 
"  thy  way  for  this  time,  when  I  have  a  convenient  feafoa 
*'  I  will  call  for  thee.***  But  we  are  not  informed  that 
be  ever  found  that  convenient  feafon,  or  defired  to  hear 
any  more  of  fuch  words. 

In  the  parable  of  the  fower  we  have  a  charafiter  defcrib- 
cd  of  thofe  who  not  only  "  heard"  the  word,  but  "  received 
it  with  joy,**  and  on  whom  it  had  an  immediate  and  vifi- 
ble,  though  only  a  temporary  effefit.  "  Some  fell  upon 
**  ftony  places,  where  they  had  not  much  earth,  and  forth- 
**  with  they  fprung  up,  becaufe  they  had  no  deepnefs  of 
"  earth  ;  and  when  the  fun  was  up  they  were  fcorched, 
**  and,  becaufe  they  had  no  root,  they  withered  away.-f — 
"  He  that  received  the  feed  into  ftony  places,  the  fame  is 
"  he  that  heareth  the  word,  and  anon  with  joy  receiveth 
**  it ;  yet  hath  he  no  root  in  himfelf,  but  dureth  for  a 
**  while :  for  when  tribulation  or  perfecution  arifeth  be- 
*'  caufe  of  the  word,  by  and  by  he  is  offended." |  We 
read  alfo  of  a  Herod,  who  not  only  heard  the  word  gladly, 
but  did  many  things. — "  For  Herod  feared  John,  know^ 
^^  ing  that  he  was  a  juft  man,  and  an  holy,  and  obferved 
*^  him,  and  when  he  heard  him  he  did  many  tilings,  and 

»  Aas  xxiv.  25.       t  Matth.  xiii.  5;  6,       \  Ibid.  vcr.  20,  21. 
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"  heard  him  gladlj\"*  Nay,  we  fee  even  Ahab,  the  pro- 
fane prince  of  Ifrael,  humbling  himfelf,  and  putting  on 
fackcloth,  under  the  denunciation  of  divine  wrath.  Nei- 
ther have  we  any  reafon,  from  the  circumftances  of  the 
ftory,  to  believe  that  this  was  wholly  hypocritical,  but  the; 
contrary.  "  And  it  came  to  pafs  when  Ahab  heard  thefe 
"  words,  that  he  rent  his  clothes,  and  put  fackcloth  on  his 
"  flefh,  and  faded,  and  lay  in  fackcloth,  and  went  foftly.^f 
Thefe  things,  and  all  others  of  the  fame  kind,  even  in  wick- 
ed men,  are  reprefented  as  the  efFeft  of  the  operation  of  the 
Spirit,  in  many  paflages  of  fcripture*  I  fhall  only  mention 
one,  which  is  pretty  remarkable,  and  well  merits  our  atten- 
tion. "  For  it  is  impoffible  for  thofe  who  were  once  enlight- 
"  ened,  and  have  tafted  of  the  heavenly  gift,  and  were  made 
"  partakers  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  have  tafted  the  good 
"  word  of  God,  and  the  power  of  the  world  to  come,  if 
''  they  fhould  fall  away,  to  renew  them  again  to  repen- 
**  tance,  feeing  they  crucify  to  themfelves  the  Son  of  God 
'*  afrefli,  and  put  him  to  an  open  Ihame."  J 

The  fame  thing  indeed  appears  plainly  from  the  ftate  of 
the  world,  and  in  a  particular  manner  from  that  variety 
of  partial  characters  which  I  have  formerly  defcribed. 
There  are  many  things  which  have  a  religious  appearance, 
and  are  taken  by  the  deluded  poffeflbr  for  religion,  when 
at  bottom  there  is  no  real  religion  at  all ;  and  *'  mene 
tekel"  fliall  be  written  upon  them  in  the  day  of  trial. 
There  is  a  long  gradation  di  charadkers  between  the  openly 
profane  finner,  with  a  hardened  heart,  a  feared  confcience, 
and  a  (liamelefs  countenance,  on  the  one  hand  ;  and  the 
refined,  felf-deceiving  hypocrite,  with  his  duties  and  his 
forms,  on  the  other :  between  thofe  who  are  furious,  vio- 
lent, and  malignant  enemies  to  religion  in  profeffion  and 
pradice  ;  and  thofe,  who  anfwer  difcreetly  with  the  young 
man  in  the  gofpel ;  and  of  whom  it  may  be  faid,  as  our 
Saviour  fays  of  him,  that  they  "  are  not  far  from  the  king- 
"  dom  of  God."  This  (hews  at  once  the  importance  and 
difficulty  of  pointing  out  the  great  and  diftinguifhing  cha- 
raders  of  real  religion,  and  fliewinghowit  cffentially  dif- 
fers from  all  counterfeits. 

•  Mark  vi.'  20.      t  1  Kings  xxi.  27^      \  Heb.  vi.  4. 
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But  now,  from  the  account  given  above  of  the  nature  of 
regeneration,  and  what  hath  been  further  added  in  illuf- 
tration  of  it,  we  may  fee  how  this  diflinftion  is  to  be  made, 
as  far  as  it  can  be  made  by  any,  excepting  the  great 
Searcher  of  hearts.  l-5f>p.C?h?.Pf?iJth.4.  ^h^  gr.^^^  and  dif- 
tinguilhing  mark  of  the  truth  .and  fincerity  of  religion  in 
glsne.raU  and  of  every  gracious  difppfition  in  particular, 
lirifes  from  comparing  it  with  its  oppofite.  It  is  '*  the  pre- 
"  vailing  interell  of  God  and  the  Redeemer  in  the  heart, 
"  above  the  intereft  of  inferior  good  ;  the  habitual  compa- 
*'  rative  preference  we  give  to  his  fervice  and  enjoymem, 
**  before  every  other  objctl  of  defire."  This  mud  be 
proved  by  its  effeds  daily.  And  agreeably  to  this,  our 
bleffcd  Lord  fays,  "  He  that  loveth  father  or  mother  more 
*'  than  me,  is  not  worthy  of  me  ;  aiid  he  diat  loveth  fon 
"  or  daughter  more  than  \ne,  is  not  worthy  of  me ;  and  he 
"  that  taketh  not  his  crofs,  and  followeth  after  me,  is  not 
**  worthy  of  me."*  And  again,  in  yet  ftronger  terms, 
"  If  any  man  come  to  me,  and  hate  not  his  father  and  mo- 
**  ther,  and  wife  and  children,  and  brethren  and  fillers ; 
**  yea,  and  his  own  life  alfo,  he  cannot  be  my  difciple."f 
Would  you  therefore  know  whether  you  are  born  again  ? 
Areyou  in  doubt,  when  you  find  the  fpirit  lulling  againft 
the  flelhj  and  the  flelh  againft  the  fpirit  ?  Try,  by  diligent 
jind  univerfal  examination,  which  of  them  is,  upon  the 
whole,  the  ftrongeft ;  which  of  them  habitually  yields  to 
the  other,  .when  they  come  in  competition.  Into  this  all 
other  marks  and  figns  of  religion  refolve  themfelves  at  laft; 
and  from  the  evidence  they  give  of  the  prevalence  of  the 
love  of  God  in  the  heart,  they  derive  all  their  worth  and 
value.  Every  holy  difpofition  muft  be  examined,  not  by 
its  abfolute,  but  its  comparative  ftrength ;  and  the  true 
knowledge  of  our  ftate  arifes  from  the  conclufion  and  re- 
fult  of  the  whole. 

There  were,  in  the  laft  age,  many  and  great  debates 
among  men  of  piety  and  learning,  whether  fpecial  and 
common  grace  differ  effentially  in  their  nature,  or  if  they 
differ  only  in  degree.     What  I  have  juft  now  faid  may^ 

*  MaUlu  X.  37,  38.        t  I-uke  xiv.  26. 
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perhaps,  lie  thought  bjr  the  intellifirat  reader,  to  iitiply  my 
embracing  the  laft  of  thefe  opinions.  My  judgment  of 
this  queilion  is  the  fame  I  have  formed  of  many  fibers, 
that  it  is  unnecefTary,  or  even  hurthiL  It  has  perhaps,  if 
examined  to  the  bottom,  no  diftinft  meaning  at  all ;  but 
if  it  has  any  meaning,  I  am  afraid  it  is  a  queftion  which  it 
is  impoffible  for  us  to  rcfolve.  That  it  may  be  made 
plain  to  perfons  of  common  underftanding,  the  queftion 
is,  whether  it  is  moft  proper  to  fay,  that  a  wicked  man,  or 
nn  unrenewed  perfon,  let  his  behavior  be  ever  fo  unex- 
ceptionaUe,  or  his  experiences  ever  fo  comfortable,  can 
have  no  true  love  to  God ;  no,  not  in  the  leaft  degree :  «or 
whether  we  ought  not  rather  to  lay,  his  love  to  God  is  left 
than  his  love  to  the  creature.  I  confefs,  I  think  it  is  beft  to 
fay,  in  the  words  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  that ''  he  lovetb  the 
**  creature  more  than  the  Creator**— that  "  he  loveih 
^^  the  praife  of  man  more  than  the  praife  of  God  ;*'  and 
for  this  reafon,  he  hath  no  *^  true**  love,  either  to  God  or 
man. 

In  the  preceding  part  of  this  treatife,  I  have  affirmed, 
with  fufficient  cleamefs,  that  there  muft  be  an  eflential 
change  in  order  to  falvation  ;  and  that,  till  this  be  wrought, 
the  perfon  is  in  fin,  and  can  do  nothing  but  fin.     The  rea- 
•fon  of  this  is  very  plain  ;  that  the  fupreme  and  govern- 
ing motive  of  all  his  anions  is  wrong,  and  therefore  every 
one  of  them  muft  be  fo,  upon  the  whole.     I  fuppofc,  if 
they  were   to  explain  thcmfelves  folly,  this  is  chiefly 
meant  by  thofe  who  infifl  that  there  is  aneflential  difference 
between  fpecial  and  common  grace.     And  in  this  view, 
no  doubt,  it  is  not  only  certainly  true,  but  a  truth  of  very 
great  importance.     It  appears,   however,  on   the   other 
hand,  equally  certain  and  undeniable,  that  when  we  ob- 
ferve  good  difpofitions  and  good  actions  in  one  charafter, 
and  fee  the  fame  appearances  in  another,  we  have  no  way 
by  which  we  can  dilcover  the  difference,  but  by  their  pcr- 
feverance,  and  their  comparative  effcfts.   Neither,  indeed, 
has  the  perfon  himfelf  any  other  rule  by  which  they  can 
be  judged.     For  which  reafon,  I  would  be  very  willing  to 
affirm  botli  fides  of  the  above  queftion ;  to  fay  that  an  un- 
regenerate  perfon  has  no  true  love  to  God  or  his  neighbor. 
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and  at  the  fame  time,  that  this  is  only  becaufe  no  love  but 
that  which  is  fapreme  and  prevalent  is  true,  or  will  be  ac- 
cepted as  fincere. 

Unlefs  we  take  up  the  matter  in  this  light,  we  are  in 
danger  of  doing  great  hurt  on  both  hands.     On  the  one 
hand,  it  is  ready  to  alarm  the  pious,  humble,  and  timo- 
rous foul,  if  we  fay,  that  fpecial  grace  diiFers  efTentially 
from  common  grace,  and  that  there  mull  be  fomething 
quite  different  in  its  kind,  as  to  every  gracious  difpofiti- 
on,  than  what  ever  refided  in  hypocrites.     Alas  !  will  the 
fearful  perfon  fay,  I  have  feen  fome  who  have  gone  great 
lengths,  who  have  been  well  efteemed,  and  well  receiv- 
ed aiDong  all  ferious  people ;  and  yet  have  made  fhip- 
wreck  of  the  faith,  difhonored  their  profeflSon,  and  open- 
ed the  mouths  of  adverfaries  to  blafpheme.     They  had  all 
the  appearance  of  as  much  love  to  God,  as  much  delight 
in  his  fervice,  as  much  zeal  for  his  glory,  as  much  firidt- 
nefs,  and  as  much  ufefulnefs  of  converfation  ;  nay,  more 
than  I  can  pretend  to.     What  then  am  I  to  think  of  this  ? 
Muft  all  my  gracious  difpofitions  be  elFentially  different 
icom  theirs  ?     And  how  is  this  difference  to  be  made  ap- 
pear ?     To  all  fuch  I  would  fay,  thofe  unhappy  perfons, 
kj  their  conduft,  and  that  alone,  plainly  difcover,  that 
they  have  either  been  wholly  impoftors  and  deceivers  of 
the  woiid,  or  that  they  have  loved  fome  obje£t  of  carnal 
affeflion ;  fome  luft,  of  one  kind  or  another,  more  than 
they  loved  God.     The  ftrength  of  their  affeftions  in  one 
way,  has  been  over-balanced  by  the  dominion  of  corrup- 
tion in  another.     And  that  corruption  which  has  been 
long  difguifed  or  refirained,  at  lad  breaks  out  with  fo  much 
the  greater  violence,  and  the  greater  noife. 

Again,  on  the  other  hand,  by  affirming  that  there  is  a 
difference  in  kind  between  fpecial  and  common  grace ; 
and  that  a  hypocrite  or  unrenewed  perfon  cannot  have 
the  lead  meafure  of  the  fame  fort  of  love  to  God  or  man 
with  a  child  of  God,  we  are  apt  to  make  fome  flaves  to 
fin,  upon  examining  themfelves,  judge  amifs  in  their  own 
lavor.  They  cannot  help  thinking  that  they  have  a  real 
unfeigned  affeflion  for  that  which  is  good  in  many  re- 
fpefts ;  as  indeed  they  have,  when  it  doth  not  ftand  in 
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competition  ^ith  their  reigning  or  dailing  lufi.  To  jfiva  , 
an  example  of  this ;  it  is  frequently  made  a  mark  of  true 
religion,  to  love  the  people  of  God ;  and  indeed,  it  is  one 
of  the  beftf  and  when  tsiken  in  the  fenfe  I  have  mentioned 
above,  as  a  fupreme  and  prevalent  love,  it  is  an  infalli- 
ble fign.  It  hath  no  lefs  warrant  than  the  word  of  God  : 
^'  We  know  that  we  have  paffed  from  death  unto  life, 
^*  becaufe  we  love  the  brethren  ;  he  that  loveth  not  his 
^^  brother,  abideth  in  death."*  But  I  dare  fay,  there  are 
many  who  live  in  fm,  and  are  Ilrangers  to  the  power  of 
godlinefs,  who,  upon  the  mod  impartial  examination  of 
themfelves,  would  conclude,  that  they  did  love  theppo* 
pie  of  God. 

Perhaps  fome  will  fay,  they  may  love  good  men,  bat 
they  k)ve  them  for  other  qualities,  and  cannot  love  them 
becaufe  of  their  piety.  Experience  tells  us  the  contrary; ' 
They  may  efteem  them,  love  them,  fpeak  well  of  them, 
and  do  them  fervice  becaufe  of  their  piety.  Nay,  I  havt 
known  (though  that  is  more  rare)  fome  very  loofc  livers, 
who  fcenied  to  have  nothing  good  about  them,  but  an  cf- 
teem  of  pious  perfons^  and  a  defire  to  efpoufe  their  caufe, 
which  they  continued  to  do  in  all  ordinary  cafes.  But 
fhould  thefe  fervants  of  God  prefume  to  reprove  them 
ftiarply,  or  hinder  them  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  darling 
luft,  their  love  would  foon  turn  to  hatred.  Who  would 
not  have  faid  that  Herod  fincerely  loved  John  the  Baptift, 
when  the  very  reafon  affigned  for  his  refpedt  and  attend- 
ance is,  that  "  he  was  ajuft  man  and  an  holy/'  Yet  the 
fame  Herod,  when  he  was  reproved  by  John  for  his  fcan- 
dalous  adultery  and  incett,  fliut  him  up  in  prifon.  And 
afterwards,  fo  little  was  his  conftancy,  that  when  the 
daughter  of  Herodias  had  gained  upon  hisaffeftion  by  her 
dancing,  and  involved  him  in  a  ralh  proniife,  he  gratifi- 
ed her  mother's  fava^jje  cruelty  with  the  Baptifi's  head. 
The  defcription  of  his  fituation  of  mind  is  remarkable*  but 
far  from  beinjr  fingular ;  we  are  told,  '*  the  king  was  ex- 
"  ceeding  forry  ;  yet  for  his  oath's  fake,  and  for  their 
**  fakes  that  fat  with  him,  he  would  not  rejecl  her."!— 
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Here  was  Jove  in  one  fenfe,  or  in  a  certain  degree;  but 
he  loved  the  damfel  and  her  mother,  and  the  good  opini- 
on  of  his  courtly  companions,  flill  more  than  the  faithftil 
preacher. 

We  have  innumerable  examples  of  the  fame  thing  eve- 
ry day  before  our  eyes.  Voluptuous  men  love  the  j^o- 
ple  oi  God,  but  will  not  obey  their  falutary  counfel,  be- 
caufe  they  love  their  lufts  more.  Covetous  men  will  loye 
the  people  of  God,  and  praife  them,  and  defend  them,  but 
will  not  open  their  purfes  to  provide  for  them,  becaufe 
they  love  their  filver  and  gold  more.  What  I  have  faid 
of  this  difpofnion,  might  beeafily  fhewn  to  hold  with  re- 
gard to  every  other.  In  Ihort,  whatever  unfeen  or  in- 
ward difference  there  may  be  ;  whatever  diverfity  of  ope- 
ration of  the  holy  and  fovereign  Spirit,  the  great  trial  to 
us  is  the  fame  which  Chrill  made  of  Peter  :  ''  Simon,  fon 
•*  of  Jonas,  lovell  thou  me  more  than  thefe  ?"  It  is  good 
that  we  fliould  often  repeat  the  queftion  as  he  did,  and 
bleffed  is  that  man  who  is  able  in  fincerity  to  fay  with  Pe- 
ter»  **  Lord  thou  knoweft  all  things,  thou  knoweft  that  I 
"  love  thee."* 

I  am  fenfible,  there  will  be  many  ready  to  challenge 
this,  or  at  lead  to  be  inwardly  diflatisfied  with  it,  as  too 
general  and  undetermined.  They  will  be  ready  to  think, 
that  this  leaves  the  matter  ftill  at  a  great  uncertainty  ; 
and  that  it  mud  be  very  difficult  to  decide  in  many  cafes, 
whether  the  love  of  God  or  of  the  world  hath  the  greateft 
habitual  influence  in  the  heart.  The  truth  is,  I  am  far 
from  denying  or  diffembling  that  it  is  a  matter  of  great 
difficulty  in  many  inftances ;  nay,  as  I  have  hinted  in 
fbmc  of  the  former  pages  of  this  difcourfe,  there  are  cafes 
in  which  it  is  altogether  impoffible  to  come  to  any  certain 
determination.  In  fome,  grace  and  corruption  are  fo 
equally  matched^  as  it  were ;  have  fuch  violent  ftruggles, 
and  take  their  turns  fo  often,  in  rettraining  and  governing 
one  another,  that  it  will  be  hard  to  tell,  till  the  lad  day, 
which  of  them  was  (Ironged  u|)on  the  whole.  But  this  is 
no  juft  objeftion  to  what  I  have  delivered  above.     It  was 
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never  intended  Aat  fndi  nncqiial  and  Tariibk  i 
ihould  enjoy  much  peace ;  and  if  Aty  do»  k  it  finely  «p6 
on  fome  idle  or  imaginary  ground.  To  many  it  may  ht 
juftly  faid  as  Jacob  fiud  to  his  fon  Reuben,  ^  UnftaUe  at 
water,  thou  mak  not  exceL"*  Inflead  of  devifing  ways, 
and  making  fuppofitions,  to  encourage  fuch  perfona  to 
think  well  of  their  own  Sate,  it  is  m  &r  fiifisr,  and  mudi 
Under  office,  to  excite  them  to  m  holy  jealonfy  over  them* 
felves.  This  indeed  feems  to  be  the  language  ci  fcripdm 
with  regard  to  us  all:  ^  Let  ua  therefore  fnr,  left  m pro. 
^^  mife  being  left  us  of  entering  Into  hia  reft,  any  of  you 
'^  Ihould  feem  to  come  (hort  of  it^f  Elfewhere,  iay s  tfat 
fame  apoftle,  ^^  Aixl  we  defire  that  every  one  df  yoo  dtf 
*^  Ihew  the  iame  diligence,  to  the  fiiU  affurmce  dflK^ 
*'  unto  the  end."! 

The  life  of  a  Chriftian  is  conftantly  reprefented  ifl 
fcripture  as  a  Ufe  of  vigilance  and  caution,  of  adivity  and 
diligence.  *^  Be  ibber  and  vigilant,  far  your  adverbty 
^^  the  devil,  as  a  roaring  lion,  walketh  Aaat  fiseking  wboai 
''  he  may  devour."!!  The  fame  apcrfUe  &ys,  ^  And  bt^ 
*^  fides  this,  giving  all  diligence,  add  to  your  &ith  virtnti' 
*^  and  to  virtue  knowledge,  and  to  knowledge  temperance, 
**'  and  to  temperance  patience,  and  to  patience  godlinefs, 
^^  and  to  godlinefs  brotherly  kindnefs,  and  to  brotherly 
^^  kindnefs  charity ;  for  if  thefe  things  be  in  you  and 
'^  abound,  they  make  you  that  ye  (hall  neither  be  barren 
**  nor  unfruitAil  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 
«4  — ^Wherefore  the  rather,  brethren,  give  diligence  to 
"  make  your  calling  and  cleftion  fare."**  I  beg  it  may 
be  obferved,  that  this  is  no  way  contrary  to  that  confidence 
in  the  divine  mercy  and  good  hope  through  grace,  which 
the  gofpel  imparts  to  the  believer. 

Thefe  are  intended  to  animate  him  to  diligence  in  duty 
in  dependance  on  divine  ilren^th,  and  are  themfelvesgn 
dually  confirmed  and  improved,  by  producing  their  pr 
per  efTefts.     Few  feem  to  have  enjoyed  more  or  the  ca 
iblations  of  the  gofpel  than  the  apoltle  Paul ;  and  yet 
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reprefents  even  the  fear  of  final  difappointment,  as  what 
daily  influenced  his  own  conduct.  ''  But  I  keep  under 
♦'  my  body,  and  bring  it  into  fubjeftion,  left  that  by  any 
"  means,  when  1  have  preached  toothers,  I  myfelf  fliould 
"  be  a  caft-away."* 

I  cannot  help  taking  notice  here,  that  there  is  often  juft 
caufe  to  find  fault  even  with  perfons  who,  to  all  appear- 
ance, are  fincerely  pious  upon  this  fubjeft.  For  all  fuch 
Idefire  to  have  the  highi^ft  elleem,  and  to  treat  them  with 
the  greateft  tcndernefs  and  affcflion.  In  the  mean  time, 
they  ought  to  be  willing,  and  even  defirous  of  having  their 
miftakes  pointed  out  to  them.  Now  I  am  perfuaded, 
there  are  many  who  feek  after  affurance  of  their  own  in- 
tereft  in  God's  favor  in  a  wrong  way,  and  that  they  of- 
ten expect  it  in  a  degree  that  is  not  fuited  to  tlie  prefent 
ftate. 

.  I.  They  often  feek  it  in  a  wrong  way  ;  they  are  ready 
to  lay  hold  of  impreffions  upon  their  minds ;  and,  in  a 
variety  of  particulars,  are  in  danger  of  repeating  the  fm  of 
the  Pharifees,  who  alke4  a  fign  from  heaven.  When  a 
minifter  is  fj)eaking  or  writing  on  this  fubjedt,  they  expedk 
fomething  particular  and  perfonal ;  and,  if  I  may  fpeak 
fo,  that  he  (hould  be  in  God's  ftead,  and  give  them  aflu- 
ranee,  in  place  of  telling  them  how  they  ought  to  feek  it. 
But  this  eagernefs,  from  however  good  a  difpofition  it  may 
fpring,  is  unwarranted  and  prepofterous.  We  muft  be 
fatisfied  to  walk  in  the  way  that  God  hath  pointed  out  to 
OS ;  to  give  thanks  to  him  for  the  fure  foundation  of  a  fm- 
ner's  hope  which  is  laid  in  Zion,  and  to  conclude  the  fafe*  ^ 
ty  of  our  own  ftate  from  a  ferious  and  deliberate  examina-  j 
tionof  ourfelves  by  the  rules  laid  down  in  the  holy  fcrip-  } 
tores.  In  this  way  only,  is  the  moft  folid,  fettled,  and 
lafting  peace  to  be  obtained. 

Perhaps  fome  will  be  ready  to  fay,  Do  you  then  con- 
demn  in  general  all  regard  to  impreffions  that  may  be  fen- 
fibly  felt  upon  the  mind,  or  all  fecret  and  powerful  fug» 
geftionsof  paflages  of  fcripture  ?  Does  the  Holy  Ghoft  the 
comforter  never  in  this  manner  enlighten  or  refrcfh  thofe 
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fouls  in  whom  he  dwells,  according  to  his  promife  ?    *^  I 
^*  will  dwell  in  them,  and  walk  in  them  ;  and  I  will  be 
**  tlicir  God,  and  they  fliall  be  my  people.'**     No,  far 
from  it ;  I  have  no  defign  of  denying  the  real  operation  or 
gracious  prefence  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  which  is  certainly 
one  of  the  mofteffential  and  one  of  the  mod  comfortable 
dodtrines  of  the  *^  glorious  gofpel ;  but  at  die  fame  time^ 
from  the'love  I  bear  to  it,  I  would  guard  it  againft  mifiakes 
and  abufe.     When  any  truth,  or  any  paflage  of  fcripture 
is  fuggefted  to  the  mind,  which  particularly  and  ftrongly 
points  out  thoi  duty  proper  to  our  prefent  ftate  and  cir- 
cumftances ;  when  this  is  backed  with  a  powerful  fenfe 
of  its  obligation,  and  by  that  means  a  deceitful  or  ilothfbl 
heart  is  revived  and  quickened ;  this  is  thankfully  to  be 
acknowledged,   and  readily  complied  with.      When  i 
doubtful,  dejeded,  or  defponding  mind  is  relieved,  by  i 
firong  and  aflfefting  view  of  Ibme  encouraging  promife  or 
gracious  invitation  to  the  weafy  fmner,  or  the  contritB 
fpirit ;  when,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  the  mind  is  led  to  a  difcove- 
ly  of  the  rich  mercy  and  free  grace  of  God  to  the  guilty 
and  miferable,  it  ought  to  be  embraced  and  improved  ; 
and  in  many  fuch  inftances,  ferious  perfons  harraffed  by 
temptation,  have  had  caufe  to  fay  with  David,  "I  will 
"  blefs  the  Lord,  who  hath  given  me  counfel ;  my  reins 
"  alfo  inftrucl  me  in  the  night  feafon."-|- 

This  is  no  more  than  the  neceflary  confequence  of  the 
conftant  over-ruling  providence  of  God,  which,  as  it  ex- 
tends to  tbedifpofal  and  direction  of  the  moft  minute  cir- 
cumflances  in  the  conrfe  of  nature,  cannot  fail  to  be  par- 
ticularly exercifed  about  the  holinefs  and  peace  of  his  own 
children.  They  obey  what  appears  to  be  their  duty,  or 
an  argument  againfl  fin  ;  they  truft  the  divine  faithfulnefs 
in  what  concerns  their  comlbrt  ;  and  adore  the  divine 
wifdoin  and  goodnefs  in  the  propriety  and  feafonablenefs 
of  either  or  both.  But  for  any  perfon,  from  the  fudden 
fugcrcflion  of  a  paflage  of  fcripture,  ('*  I  am  thy  God"  for 
example  ;  or,  *'  I  have  called  thee  by  thy  name,  thou  art 
**  mine'')  widiout  any  examination  of  his  temper  and  dif- 
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pofition,  to  conclude  die  fafety  of  his  (late,  is  furely  a  piece 
of  jprefumption  without  ground. 

Neither  is  it  left  fooliih  than  prefumptuous ;  for  all  fuch 
jnuft  be  liable  to  be  call  down  by  other  and  contrary  fug- 
geftions.  We  know  very  well,  and  have  an  inftance  of 
it  in  our  Saviour's  temptation,  that  fatan  can  fugged  paf- 
iages  of  fcripture  ;  nay,  and  fpeak  pioufly  and  plaufibly 
upon  them  :  but  their  conclufions  muft  be  tried  by  other 
icriptures.  To  all  who  are  inclined  to  the  above  deluding 
pradtice,  I  would  fay  with  die  apoftle  John,  **  Beloved, 
"  believe  not  every  fpirit,  but  try  the  fpirits,  whether 
"  they  are  of  God.''*  Or  with  the  prophet  Ifaiah,  "  To 
'*  the  lawandtothetefiimony,  if  they  fpeak  not  accord- 
"  ing  to  this  word,  it  is  becaufe  there  is  no  light  in  them."f 
There  is  alfo  a  very  proper  advice,  mixed  with  caution, 
given  by  the  fame  prophet,  in  the  following  words ; 
^  Who  is  among  you  that  feareth  the  Lord,  that  obeyeth 
•*  the  voice  of  his  fervant,  that  walketh  in  darknefs  and 
"  hath  no  light ;  let  him  truft  in  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
♦•  and  ftay  upon  his  God.  Behold  all  ye  that  kindle  a  fire, 
**  all  that  compafs  yourfelves  about  with  fparks,  walk  in  the 
*•  light  of  your  fires,  and  in  the  fparks  that  ye  have  kind- 
^  led ;  this  fhall  ye  have  of  mine  hand,  ye  ihall  lie  down 
**  in  forrow." J 

2*  I  muft  alfo  obferve,  that  many  ferious  perfons  feem 
to  defire,  and  even  to  expedl,  aflurance  in  fuch  a  meafiire 
and  degree,  as  is  not  fuited  to  our  prefent  ftate.  They 
would  have  faith  and  hope  to  be  the  fame  with  fenfe. 
They  would  have  heaven  and  earth  to  be  the  fame,  and 
would  put  on  their  crown  before  they  have  finiftied  their 
coorfe.  I  am  perfuaded,  many  deprive  themfelves  of 
that  comfort  to  which  they  have  an  undoubted  title,  and 
which  they  might  eafily  poflefs,  by  aiming  at  that  which 
is  beyond  their  reach.  They  do  not  remember,  that  it  is 
true  in  this  refpedt  as  well  as  in  many  others,  what  the 
apoftle  fays,  ^'  Now  we  fee  through  a  glafs  darkly,  but 
*^  then  face  to  face ;  now  I  know  in  part,  but  then  Ihall  I 
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"  know  even  as  alfo  I  am  known.***  Would  yon  but  re- 
flefl  upon  yourfelves,  Chriftians,  ymx  would  be  afbameA 
of  your  complaints.  Tou  would  be  afliamed  that  yoa  ■ 
ihould  fo  much  as  lay  claim  to  fo'high  a  degree  of  comforter 
when  you  are  fo  carelefs  in  your  duty.  Your  improve-, 
ment  in  the  fpiritual  life  is  but  very  p^radual,  and  there^^. 
fore  it  is  no  wonder  your  hope  (houid  be  but  in  proporti-u 
on  to  it. 

It  is  of  the  greateft  confequence  in  religion,  to  dtftin* 
gui(h  carefully  between  that  hope  and  comfort  which  ari- 
fes  diredly  from  the  promifes  of  God  in  fcripture,  and 
that  which  arifes  from  a  reflex  obfervationofthe  change 
that  has  taken  place  in  our  own  temper  and  practice.  Ta 
entertain  and  encourage  doubts  in  the  former  cafe,  is  di- 
rediy  contrary  both  to  our  duty  and  interefl ;  but  in  the 
other,  perhaps  fufpicion  and  diffidence  is  moft  becomuig 
the  Chrifiian  temper/  and  moft  conducive  to  the  advance^ 
ment  of  the  Chritlian  life.  Is  there  any  perfon  perufing^ 
this  treatife,  who  is  incommoded  and  diftrcffed  with  anxi- 
ety and  fear  ?  Take  heed  that  you  be  not  doubting  as 
much  of  the  certainty  of  God's  word,  as  you  are  jealous 
of  your  own  ftate.  Is  it  not  more  than  fufficient  that  you 
have  fo  many  gracious  invitations,  fo  many  full,  free  and 
unlimited  offers  of  mercy,  through  a  Redeemer,  to  the 
chief  of  finners  ?  Does  it  not  give  repofe  to  the  mind,  and 
relt  to  the  confcience,  when,  by  direft  a£ts  of  faith,  you 
receive  and  rely  on  Chrift  alone  for  falvation  ;  feeing  him 
to  be  fingle  in  this  undertaking,  and  all-fufficient  for  its 
acco  ^plifhment,  and  therefore  cleaving  to  him  as  your 
Lord  and  your  God,  and  your  all.  I  would  not  choole  to 
affirm,  that  aflurance,  in  the  ordinary  fenfe  of  that  word, 
is  effential  to  faith,  or  that  its  proper  defcription  is,  to  be* 
lieve  that  my  fins,  are  forgiven  me;  yet  furely,  fome 
meafure  of  hope  is  infeparable  from  it.  Faith  and  dcfpair 
are  oppofite  and  inconfiilent.  If  you  do  really  believe  the 
fmcerity  of  the  offer ;  if  you  do  really  believe  the  fulnefs 
and  ability  of  the  Saviour,  "  the  God  of  hope  will  fill  you 
*'  with  all  joy  and  peace  in  believing,  through  the  powijr 
««  of  Uie  Holy  Gholl." 
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To  this  let  me  add,  that  confidering  the  matter,  even 
with  regard  to  a  renewing  and  fanftifying  work  of  the 
Spirit  upon  your  hearts,  your  coniplainis  are  often  exccf. 
five  and  unreafonable.  You  would  have  evidence,  not 
that  the  work  is  begun,  but  that  it  is  finiflied.  You  defire 
comfort,  not  fuch  as  is  fufficient  to  llrenp[ihen  you  againft 
temptation,  and  bear  you  up  under  fufiering ;  but  fuch  as 
would'  make  temptation  to  be  no  temptation,  and  fufiering 
to  be  no  fufiering.  But  if  you  are  fenfible  that  you  ftill 
adhere  to  God  as  your  portion,  that  you  cannot  find  peace 
or  reft  in  any  thing  elfe ;  and  that  a  whole  world  would 
not  induce  you  to  give  up  even  your  doubtful  title  to  his 
favor  and  love,  furely  you  ought  to  endeavor  after  com< 
pofure  of  mind  :  you  may  be  frequently  in  the  flate  of  the 
apofile  Paul,  who  fays  of  himfelf,  "  Our  tiefti  had  no  reft, 
**  but  we  were  troubled  on  every  fide,  without  were  fight- 
*'  ings,  within  were  fears."*  And  yet  fay  with  the  fame 
apoftle,  "  We  are  troubled  on  every  fide,  yet  not  diftref- 
•'  fed  ;  we  are  perplexed,  but  not  in  defpair ;  perfecuted, 
"  but  not  forfaken ;  caft  down,  but  not  deftroyed."f  It  is 
not  meant  by  this  to  condemn  an  earneft  defire  to  abound 
in  hope,  or  a  frequent  and  ftridl  examination  of  our  ftate 
and  temper,  but  to  warn  Chriftians  againft  impatience, 
-  and  againft  an  unthankful,  fretful  difpofition,  which  in- 
deed difappoints  itfelf,  and  prevents  the  attainment  of  that 
peace,  for  the  want  of  which  it  complains. 

This  leads  naturally  to  the  mention  of  another  fault  in- 
cident  to  ferious  perfons,  which  will  lay  a  foundation  for  a 
very  important  leflbn  upon  this  fubjeft.  The  fault  here 
intended  is,  falling  into  a  flothful,  defpondent  negleft  of 
duty.  The  devices  of  fatan,  our  great  enemy,  are  very 
various,  and  unfpeakably  artful.  When  he  cannot  keep 
men  in  fecurity,  and  drive  them  blindly  along  the  broad 
path  which  leadeth  to  deftruftion,  he  endeavors  to  make 
their  duty  as  painful  and  burdenfome  to  them  as  poflible. 
When  fome  perfons  give  themfelves  to  ferious  felf-exami- 
nation,  he  embarrafles  them  with  fcruples,  he  involves 
them  in  doubts,  he  diftrefles  them  with  fears.     This  often 
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brings  on  a  cehatioii,  or  {ufpeofiou  of  thtir  diUgence  ia 
duty ;  they  give  themilelves  up  to  Bnzioas,  comi^biniiig 
thoughts;  tlwy  fiand  ftill,  and  will  go  no  Ittrtber  in  rcHi^ 
gion,  till  they  are  fatisfied  whedier  tibiey  have  as  yet  gona 
any  length  at  all.  But  whatever  good  ground  any  parfba 
may  have  to  be  diflaiisfied  with  himfel^  fb  loon  as  be  per« 
ceives  that  this  is  itsefie^  he  ought  torefift  it  as  atempla. 
lion.  I  cannot  better  illuffaate  this,  than  by  a  fimili^idr 
borrowed  from  the  Icripture  language  on  the  fame  fobyefti 
Whether  do  you  think  that  child  moft  dutiful,  under  s 
ienfe  of  his  father's  difpleafure,  who  patiently  and  lilentl^ 
applies  himlelf  to  his  work,  or  he  who  fiiunters  about  la 
idlenefs,  and  with  peevifli  and  fullen  comjdaintSi  is  cdof 
llantly  calling  in  queflioD  his  fether^s  love  ? 

This  lays  die  foundation  for  a  very  neceflaiy  and  ufi^ 
ful  dire&ion,  which  indeed  flows  naturally  boat  all  thaf 
has  been  faid  on  the  evidence  of  regeneration.  Endear 
vor,  ChrifHans,  to  prefervt  and  increafe  your  hope  id 
God,  by  further  djegrees  of  fanftification,  by  zeal  and  dili- 
gence in  doing  his  will.  The  more  the  image  of  God  in 
you  is  perfefted,  it  will  be  the  more  eafily  diicemcd.  K 
you  are  at  any  time  ready  to  doubt  whether  fuch  or  fuch 
corruptions  are  confiftent  with  real  religion  ;  if  you  find 
this  a  hard  queftion  to  refolve,  go  another  way  to  work, 
and  ilrive  by  vigilance  and  pfayer  to  mortify  thefe  cor- 
ruptions, and  then  the  difficulty  is  removed.  If  in  a  time 
of  affliftion  and  diftrefs,  you  find  it  hard  to  determine  whe- 
ther  it  ought  to  be  confidered  as  the  corredtion  of  a  father, 
or  the  feverity  of  a  judge,  endeavor  through  divine  grace 
to  bear  it  with  the  patience  of  a  child,  and  you  will  foon 
fee  its  merciful  original  by  iis  falutary  efl'eft.  What 
Ihould  be  the  daily  fludy  of  a  Chriftian,  but  to  mortify  fin 
4n  heart  and  converfation  ?  and  his  comfort  fhould  arife 
from  his  apparent  fuccefs  in  this  important  ftrife.  When 
grain  of  different  kinds  is  but  fpringing  from  the  ground, 
it  is  not  eafy  to  diftinguHh  between  one  and  another;  but 
their  growth  afcertains  their  quality,  which  is  ftill  more 
fully  difcerned  as  they  approah  nearer  to  maturity.  Imi- 
tate in  this  the  great  apoflle  of  the  Gentiles,  '*  Not  as 
«  though  I  had  abready  attained,  either  were  already  per- 
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^*  feft ;  but  I  follow  after,  if  that  \  may  apprehend  that  for 
•*  which  alfo  I  am  apprehended  of  Ghrift  Jefus.  Brethren, 
•*  I  count  not  myfelf  to  have  apprehended,  but  this  one 
"  thing  I  do,  forgetting  thofe  things  which  arc  behind, 
«*  and  reaching  forth  unto  thofe  things  which  are  be- 
**  fore,  I  prefs  toward  the  mark  for  the  prize  of  the  high 
"  calling  of  God  in  Ghrift  Jefus  !"♦ 

Before  clofing  this  feftion,  I  mud  obferve  that  though 
the  account  I  have  given  of  the  great  mark  of  real  reli- 
gion, may  ftill  leave  fome  in  the  dark,  yet  furely  it  carries 
in  it  the  cleareft  and  plaineft  condemnation  of  many  hear- 
ers of  the  gofpel.  Oh,  that  it  were  poffible  to  fatten  a 
conviction  of  it  upon  their  minds  !  Are  there  not  many 
who  appear  from  fabbath  to  fabbath  in  the  houfe  of  God, 
who  dare  not  affirm  ferioufly  to  their  own  hearts,  that  God 
and  his  fervice  has  more  of  their  habitual  fettled  affeftion 
than  the  world,  or  any  of  its  enjoyments  ?  I  do  not  here 
underfland  grofs  finners,  whofe  crimes  are  ''  open  going 
**  before  unto  judgment ;"  but  I  mean  the  more  fober 
and  regular  profeffors  of  religion,  who  may  have  "  a  form 
**  of  godlinefs,  and  deny  the  power  thereof."  I  am  per- 
fuaded  this  is  a  more  proper  trial  of  their  ftate,  than  any 
particular  rule  of  duty.  Many  fuch  perfons  know  fo  little 
of  the  extent  and  fpirituality  of  the  law  of  God,  that  it  is 
not  impcjflible  they  may  be  ready  to  affirm  they  do  not 
allow  themfelves  in  any  known  fin,  as  the  young  man  in 
gofpel  feems  to  have  anfwered  fmcerely,  wlien  he  faid  to 
our  Saviour, ''  Mafter,  all  thefe  have  I  obferved  from  my 
^  youth,"! 

But  I  would  farther  aflc  them.  Whether  hath  God  or 
the  world  moft  of  your  love,  mofl:  of  your  thoughts,  and 
moft  of  your  care  ?  Can  fuch  of  you  pretend  this,  whole 
eager,  ardent,  nightly  thought  and  daily  pleafure,  is  only 
to  increafe  your  fubftance  ?  who  would  not  go  to  market 
without  re-examining  your  tranfaftions,  and  computing 
your  gain ;  but  can  daily  go  to  the  hou/e  of  God,  without 
obferving,  enquiring  after,  or  defiring  to  fee  its  proper 
fruits  ?  Can  fuch  of  you  pretend  this,  to  whom  all  ferious 

•  Phil,  ill.  12,  13,  1 4,         t  Mark  x.  20. 
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converfation  is  tedioiu  and  dilgiiftfiil,  and  the  fociety  of 
good  men  a  punfbl  reftiaint  ?  to  whoni  the  iabbath  is  a 
dull,  melancholy,  and  burdenfome  feafon  i  Oh«  my  bre. 
thren,  let  mebdbech  you  to  be  faithfiil  to  your  own  Touls^ 
Your  precious  titne  is  daily  baftening  on ;  the  day  of  your 
merciful  vifitation  is  wearing  £ul  away.  Hear  while  thei^' 
is  yet  peace,  and  intreat  that  God,  for  Chriira  lake,  woulfl 
freely  pardon  all  your  fins ;  would  renew  you  in  the  f(d. 
rit  of  your  minds ;  would  fit  you  for  his  fcrvice  on  earthy 
and  for'  his  prefence  and  enjoyment  in  heaven. 

Thus  I  have  explained  at  conliderable  length,  and  with 
all  the  care  and  accuracy  in  my  power,  the  great  and  ge- 
neral evidence  of  regeneration,  viz.  the  fuperiority  of  .tbt 
intereft  of  God  and  the  Redeemer  in  the'  heart,  above  tho 
intereft  of  inferior  good.     This,  I  hope,  will  be  of  uie  in 
iifelf,  to  diftinguifli  the  precious  from  the  vile,  to  prefeivfL 
you  from  fin,  and  excite  you  to  diligence  in  every  part  ^; 
your  duty,  that  it  may  be  more  and  more  manifeft.     Jji^ 
the  fame  time,  it  will  be  of  the  greateil  fervice,  in  the  uft 
and  application  of  other  figns  of  real  religion,  by  (hewing 
when  they  are  conclulive,  and  when  they  are  not. 
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CHAP.     HI. 

Of  the  steps  by  which  this  change  is  accomplished* 

WE  proceed  now  to  confider  by  what  fteps,  and  by 
what  means,  this  change  is  brought  about.  I  am 
deeply  fcnfible  how  difficult  a  part  of  the  fubjedl  this  is, 
and  how  hard  it  will  be  to  treat  of  it  in  a  diftinft  and  prc- 
cife,  and  at  the  fame  time,  in  a  cautious  and  guarded  man- 
ner. It  is  often  complained  of  in  thofe  who  write  on  this 
fubjeft,  that  they  confine  and  limit  the  HOLY  ONE, 
and  that  they  giv^  unneceflary  alarms  to  thofe  who  have 
not  had  experience  of  every  particular  which  they  think 
proper  to  mention.  There  is  no  doubt  but  God  a£ls  in 
an  *abfoIutc  and  fovereign  manner  in  the  difpenfation  of 
bis  grace,  as  in  every  other  part  of  his  will.  As  he  cannot 
be  limited  as  to  perfons,  fo  neither  as  to  the  time  and  man- 
ner  of  their  reformation.  To  this  purpofe,  and  in  this 
precife  meaning,  our  Saviour  fays,  *'  The  wind  bloweth 
"  where  it  lifteth,  and  thou  heareft  the  found  thereof,  but 
"  canfl  not  tell  whence  it  cometh,  and  whither  it  goetli : 
**  fo  is  every  one  that  is  born  of  the  Spirit." j- 

Sometimes  it  pleafeth  God  to  fnatch  finners  from  the 
very  brink  of  the  pit,  to  raife  up  fome  of  the  mod  aban-. 
doned  profligates,  as  trophies  of  his  vidlorious  grace  and 
mercy ;  while  he  fuffcrs  others,  far  more  moderate  and 
decent,  who  are  "  not  far  from  the  kingdom  of  God,'* 

•  It  will  be  proper  to  inform  the  reader,  that  the  word 
"  abfolutc"  ufed  here,  and  in  fome  other  places  of  this  difcourfc, 
is  by  no  means  to  be  underilood  as  fignifying  the  fame  thing 
with  "  arbitrary."  He  who  a6ls  arbitrarily,  a6ls  without  any 
reafon  at  all.  To  fay  this  of  the  divine  procedure,  would  be 
little  lefs  than  blafphemy.  When  we  fay  that  God  a6ls  "  in 
**  an  abfolute  and  fovereign  manner,"  the  meaning  is,  that  he 
m6ls  upon  the  beR  and  ilrongefl  reafons,  and  for  the  nobled  and 
mod  excellent  ends ;  but  which  are  many  or  mod  of  them  be- 
yond our  reach  and  comprchenfion  ;  and  particularly,  that  there 
is  not  the  lead  foundation  for  fuppofing  that  the  reafons  of  pre- 
li(rence  -are  taken  from  comparative  human  merit. 

t  Jolm  iii*  8. 
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finally  to  fall  fliort  of  it    He  fomdiiiiies  glori  fics  hts  po vi-. 
er  and  mercy  at  oiio^  by  coitTerthte  his  moft  inveterate] 
enemies,  and  making  them  the  rooft  aealous,  aflive,  anc^ 
ruccefirfbl  advocates  far  his  caiife.    -Sdch  in  innjnce  waa 
the  apoftle  Paul,  who  finom  a  perfecotor  became  a  preacherj 
Sometimes  omverfion  is  fpeedHy  and  fuddenl7  brought' 
about,  and  the  times  and  circnmfbnces  of  the  change  may 
be  eafily  afcertained.    This  #as  die  cafe  with  the  jailor 
recorded  in  the  hiftory  of  die  Afts  of  die  Apoftles.     The^ 
fame  may  be  laid  of  die  apoftle  Pftnl ;  and  diere  have  been] 
parttcuhu*  examples  of  itin  every  age.   Sometimes,  on  tl 
other  band,  the  recepdon  of  the  truth,  and  renovation 
the  heart,  goes  on  by  flow  and  infenfihk  degrees ;  nor  tl 
it  eafy  to  fay  by  what  means  the  diange  was  begun,  or  al 
what  time  it  was  compkiteL    This  was  perhaps  the  cafe'' 
with  moft,  if  not  alii  the  difcipks  of  oor  Lord^  during  Id^y 
peribnal  miniftry.  ^M 

Sometimes  the  change  is  very  fignal  and  fenfible,  tht^ 
growth  and  improvement  of  the  fptritual  life  fpeedy  ^f^d^ 
remailtable,  the  greateft  finners  becoming  the  mofl  em^H 
nent  faints ;  like  the  woman  mentioned  in  the  gofpel,  to 
whom  many  fins  were  forgiven,  and  who  loved  her  Re- 
deemer much.  Sometimes,  on  the  other  hand,  the  change 
is  very  doubtful,  and  the  progrefs  of  the  believer  hardly 
difcemible*  Some  of  this  fort  are  reproved  by  the  apdlJe 
Paul  in  the  following  words,  which  are  but  too  applioMe 
to  many  profeffing  Chriftians  of  the  prefent  age  i  **  For 
"  when  for  the  time  ye  ought  to  be  teachers,  ye  have  need 
*'  that  one  teach  you  again,  which  be  the  firft  principles 
^^  of  the  oracles  of  God,  and  are  become  fuch  as  have  need 
**  of  milk,  and  not  of  ftrong  meat/'* — Sometimes  the 
convert  hath  much  peace  and  fenfible  comfort,  rejoicing 
with  joy  unfpeakable  and  full  of  glory ;  and  fometimes» 
on  the  other  hand,  he  is  didrefied  with  doubts  and  fean, 
and  made  to  walk  in  darknefs.  Once  more,  fome  finners 
are  brought  in  by  deep  and  long  humiliation,  and  are  at* 
moll  diftra£ted  with  legal  terrors,  while  others  arc  power* 
fully,  though  fweetly,  conftrained  by  the  cords  of  divine 
-love.  All  thefe  ''  worketb  die  felf  lame  fpirit,  who  divi- 
•  Heb.  v.  12. 
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•*  deth  to  every  man  fevcrally  as  he  will."  I  defire,  th^t 
what  has  now  been  faid,  may  be  ftill  kept  in  mind  ;  fo 
that  if  the  evidences  of  a  faving  change  can  be  produced, 
th^re  need  be  little  folicitude  about  the  time  or  manner  of 
its  being  wrought. 

What  I  propofe  to  offer  on  this  part  of  the  fubjeft,  is 
not  to  be  confidered  as  in  the  lead  degree  contrary  to,  or 
inconfiftent  with,  thefe  truths.  Nay,  I  am  not  to  lay  down 
a  plan  and  fay,  this  is  the  ordinary  way  in  which  iinners 
are  brought  to  the  faving  knowledge  of  God,  leaving  it  to 
him,  in  fome  few,  uncommon,  and  extraordinary  cafes,  to 
take  fovereign  fleps,  and  admit  exceptions  from  the  ordi- 
nary rules.  This  is  a  way  of  fpeaking  common  enough ; 
but  though  it  may  be  very  well  meant,  I  apprehend  it  hath 
not  in  it  much,  either  of  truth  or  utility.  The  falvation 
of  tvtry  child  of  Adam  is  of  free,  abfolute,  fovereign  grace : 
and  the  a£tual  change  may  be  wrought  at  any  time,  in  any 
'manner,  by  any  means,  and  will  produce  its  effefts  in  any 
meafure,  that  to  infinite  wifdom  ihall  feem  proper.  Nei. 
dier  ought  we  to  pretend  to  account  for  the  diveriity  in  any 
other  manner  than  our  Saviour  does  :  ^^  Even  fo.  Father, 
**  for  fo  it  feemed  good  in  thy  fight.*'*  Therefore  what  I 
bave  in  view,  is  to  fpeak  of  fuch  fleps  in  the  changes  as 
are,  in  fubfiance  at  lead,  common  to  all  true  converts.  It 
viU  be  a  fort  of  analyfis,  or  more  full  explication  of  tha 
change  itlclf,  and  ferve,  among  other  ufes,  further  to  dif- 
tinguilh  the  real  from  the  counterfeit.  Too  much  can 
hardly  be  faid  on  this  fubjefl :  "  For  what  is  the  chaff  to 
•*  the  wheat  ?  faith  the  Lord."  It  will  alfo  illuftrate  the 
divine  wifdom,  as  well  as  fovereignty,  by  ihowing  how 
that  diverfity  of  operation,  fo  remarkable  in  different  fub- 
je&s,  produces  in  all  at  lail  the  fame  bleffed  effect. 

SECT.    I. 

There  must  be  a  discovery  of  the  real  nature  of  God. 


I 


N  the  firft  place,  one  important  and  neceffary  fiep  in 
bringing  about  a  iaving  change,  is  that  the  fmner  get 


*  Luke  X.  31. 
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a  difcovery  of  the  real  nature,  the  infinite  majefty,  and 
tranfcendent  gloiy  of  the  living  God !  Perhaps  feme  will 
he  furprifed,  that,  as  ufual,  a  convidion  of  fin  is  not  men- 
tioned firfiy  as  the  preliminary  Rep.  I  enter  into  no  quar- 
rel or  debate  with  thofe  who  do  to ;  but  I  have  firft  men- 
tioned  the  other,  which  is  but  feldqm  taken  notice  of,  from 
a  firm  perfuafion,  that  a  difcovery  of  the  nature  and  glory 
of  the  true  Ged  lies  at  the  foundation  of  all.  This  alone 
can  produce  falutary  conviflions  of  fin ;  for  how  can  we 
know  what  fm  is,  till  we  know  him  againft  whom  we  have 
finned.  The  fame  thing  only  will  point  out  the  difference 
between  real  conviflion,  and  fuch  occafional  fears  as  never 
go  farther  than  a  fpirit  of  bondage. 

In  fupport  of  this,  you  may  obferve,  that  in  fcripture, 
thofe  who  are  in  a  natural  or  unconveited  ftate,  are  often 
defcribed  as  lying  in  a  ftate  of  ignorance  or  darknefs.  They 
are  faid  to  be  fuch  as  know  not  God :  "  Howbcit  then 
•'  when  ye  knew  not  God,  ye  did  fer\'ice  unto  them  which 
**  by  nature  are  no  gods.***     See  alfo  the  following  det 
cription:    "  Having   the   underftanding    darkened,  bc- 
«*  ing  alienated  from  the  life  of  God,   through  tha.igno- 
"  ranee  that  is  in  them,  becaufe  of  the  blindnefs  of  their 
"  hearts."!     Agreeably  to  this,  tlie  change  produced  in 
them  is  reprefentcd  as  giving  them  light  or  underftand- 
ing, in  oppofition  to  their  former  ignorance ;  "  to  open 
"  their  eyes,  and  to  turn  them  from  darknefs  to  light,  and 
**  from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God.  J;     But  if  our  gofpel 
**  be  hid,  it  is  hid  to  them  that  are  loft,  in  whom  the  god  of 
*'  this  world  hath  blinded  the  minds  of  them   which  be- 
**  lieve  not,  left  the  light  of  the  glorious  gofpel  of  Chrift, 
"  who  is  the  image  of  God,  fhould  fliine  unto  them.    For 
"  God,  who  commanded  the   light  to  fliine  out  of  dark- 
*'  nefs,  hath  ftiined  in  our  hearts,  to  give  the  light  of  the 
**  knowledge  of  the  glorj'  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jefus 
''  Ghrift."||     In  this    way  is  the  n)attfcf  rtprefcnted  in 
fcripture,  much  more  frequently  than  is  commonly  ob- 
ferved  ;  and,  as  the  underftanding  is  the  leading  faculty  in 
our  nature,  it  is  but  reafonable  to  fuppofe  that  the  change 

•  Gil.  iv.  3.    t  Fpb.  Iv.  la.    \  A:\s  xxvi.  i&.     |;  2  Ccr.  iv.  4>  6. 
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fhould  begin  there,  by  a  difcovery  of  the  nature  and 
glory  of  God,  as  the  foundation  of  all  that  is  afterwards  to 
follo*r. 

This  will  be  further  evident,  if  we  refledl  upon  the  ac- 
count  formerly  given,  and  fufEciently  fupported  from  the 
holy  fcriptures,  of  the  nature  of  this  change,  That  it  con- 
fifts  in  a  fupreme  regard  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  an  ha- 
bitual  prevailing  defire  of  his  favor.  To  this  it  is  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary,  as  a  preliminary,  that  there  be  a  difcovery 
of  the  real  nature  and  tranfcendent  glo^y  of  God.  How 
can  any  man  have  that  as  the  chief  and  leading  motive  of 
aftion  which  he  doth  not  underftand  ?  How  can  any  man 
have  that  as  the  fupreme  objeft  of  defire,  which  he  doth 
not  know  ?  Neither  of  thefe  is  pofflble  ;  there  muft,  there- 
fore, be  fome  fuch  difcovery  as  I  have  mentioned  above. 
It  is  true,  this  is  but  imperfeft  at  firft  ;  there  will  be  in  the 
truly  regenerate  a  growing  difcovery  of  the  glory  of  God, 
as  well  as  a  growing  delight  in  him,  as  its  confequence : 
yet  there  muft  be  fome  view  of  his  nature,  as  the  begin- 
ning  of  the  change,  and  the  ground- work  of  every  holy 
difpo^ion. 

This  difcovery  of  God  implies  two  things,  which,  as 
they  arc  both  neceffary,  fo  they  deferve  our  particular  at- 
tention ;  and  it  is  not  improper  to  diftinguifli  carefully  the 
one  from  the  other,  i.  It  muft  be  a  difcovery  of  his  real 
nature.  2.  A  difcovery  of  the  worth  and  excellence  of 
his  nature,  which  is,  properly  fpeaking,  the  glory  of  God. 

I.  It  muft  be  a  difcovery  of  the  real  nature  of  God. 
He  muft  be  feen  to  be  juft  fuch  a  Being  as  he  really  is, 
and  no  ialfe  or  adulterated  image  muft  be  placed  in  his 
room,  or  adored  in  his  ftcad.  He  muft  be  feen  in  his  fpi- 
ritual  nature,  as  almighty  in  his  power,  unfearchable  in 
his  wifdom,  inviolable  in  his  truth ;  but  above  all,  he  muft 
be  feen  as  infinite  in  his  holinefs  and  hatred  of  fin,  as  im. 
panial  in  his  jufticc,  and  determined  to  punifli  it.  Such 
is  the  fcripture  reprcfentation  of  God,  as  "  glorious  in  his 
"  holinefs.^^ — Evil  cannot  dwell  with  him,  and  fmners  can- 
*•  not  ftand  in  his  prefence."  It  is  the  error  of  the  wick- 
ed to  fuppofe  the  contrary ;  and,  indeed,  it  is  the  very 
fdurce  of  wickcdnefs  to  deny  the  being,  or  to  deny  the  ho- 
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liners  of  God;  «id  ifaefisr  imomit  nmh  to  the  fiune  Aitif* 
''Whef^forcdoChll^wiGkfidGOfibeiuC^  hebtthfiud 
^  in  his  heart  thoa  wilt  not  require  it>— The  fed  hadi 
"^  (aid  in  hia  heart  there  is  no  GocLIh— Thefe  things  diou 
^  haft  done,  and  Ikeptfilence;  thoa  thoD^bteft  diat  1  was 
*'  ahogether  fuch  an  one  as  thyfel^  but  I  will  reprove  ihef, 
*'  and  let  them  in  order  before  d^ne  eyes.**! 

bod  muft  be  feen  as  he  is  reprefented  in  bis  own  wof^t 
vriiich  is  the  only  rule  of  fiuth,  '*  the  pillar  and  ground  df 
^^  truth.'*  This  is  a  matter  of  the  greateft  importanof, 
which,  I  am  forry  to  fay,  b  in  this  age  very  feldom  attei4- 
fcd  to,  but  which  is  moft  mmifelUy  and  undeniably  jufti  If 
God  is  not  feen  in  his  real  nature,.as  he  is  in  truth,  he  cam 
never  be  acceptably  ferved.  If  a  wrong  or  falie  chanf- 
t^r  of  God  is  formed,  no  worfliip  we  can  oflfer  to  him,  ttff 
love  or  refpe£l  we  can  bear  to  him  is  genuine ;  or  ratheiii^ 
to  fpeak  more  properly,  our  lervice  and  attachment  is,  m . 
that  cafe,  wholly  mifplaced,  and  not  direded  to  him  at  a% 
but  fomething  elfe  is  loved,  honored,  and  ferved  in  his 
room.  I  befeech  the  ferious  reader  to  obferve,  what  an 
unfpeakable  jealoufy  God  difcovered  under  the  Old  Teftar 
ment  dirpenfation,  as  to  the  purity  of  his  worfhip,  and  what 
a  heinous  crime  all  idolatry  was  efteemed.  How  great 
was  the  divine  difpleafure  at  the  making  and  worfliipping 
of  the  golden  calf,  although  it  is  very  probable  Aaron  only 
intended  to  reprefent  the  true  God,  by  the  fame  fymbol 
they  had  feen  in  Egypt  ?  Did  not  this  belong  to  the  fub^^ 
fiance,  and  not  only  to  the  circumftances  of  religion  ?  Is 
it  not  then  equally  interefiing  under  the  New  Tefiament 
as  under  the  Old  ?  Was  the  unchangeable  God  fo  much 
difpleafed  at  giving  him  a  falfe  name,  and  will  he  not  be 
equally  difpleafed  with  thofe  who  attribute  to  him  a  fidle 
nature  ? 

As  this  truth  ferves  to  explain  the  nature  and  rife  of  re- 
generation, fo  it  alfo  receives  particular  light  and  evidence 
itfelf  from  what  has  been  laid  in  the  preceding  parts  of 
this  fubje£t  Regeneration  confifis  in  having  the  image 
of  God  again  drawn  upon  the  heart ;  that  is,  its  being  car* 

•  Plul.  X.  13.         t  Plal.  xiv.  I.         J  Pfal.  U  2\. 
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ricdout  to  the  fuprcme  love  of  God,  and  delight  in  him, 
or,  in  other  words,  brought  to  the  fupreme  love  of,  and 
delight  in,  perfeft  goodnefs  and  immaculate  holinefs. 
When  this  is  the  cafe,  the  finner  is  renewed,  he  again 
bears  the  image  of  God  which  he  had  loft,  he  is  again  fit- 
ted for  the  prefence  of  God,  from  which  he  had  been  expel- 
led. But  if  he  has  wrong  notions  of  God,  if  he  takes  him 
to  be  effentially  different  from  what  he  really  is,  he  ferves 
not  the  true  God  at  all,  he  bears  not  his  image,  he  delights 
not  in  his  fellowfhip,  he  is  unfit  for  his  prefence.  If  reli- 
gion confifts  in  a  divine  nature,  fuch  a  perfon  does  not  pof- 
fefs  it,  unlefs  there  are  more  Gods  than  one.  There  may, 
indeed,  be  an  alteration  in  him,  he  may  have  transferred 
his  allegiance,  and  changed  his  mafter,  for  idols  are  many, 
but  he  is  not  brought  unto  God ;  and,  fo  long  as  God  is 
immutable,  his  happinefs  is  impofTible. 

I  can  recoUeft  nothing  that  is  worth  notice  as  an  ob- 
je&ion  againft  this,  but  that  our  knowledge  of  God,  at 
any  rate,  is  extremely  imperfeft  and  defeflive.  It  is  fo 
to  be  fure,  while  we  are  in  this  world ;  nay,  probably,  it 
will  be  fo  to  all  eternity :  for  "  who  can  by  fearching  find 
**  out  God  ?  Who  can  find  out  the  Almighty  unto  perfec- 
••  tion  ?  It  is  high  as  heaven,  what  can  we  do  ?  deeper 
"  than  hell,  what  can  we  know  ?  The  meafure  thereof  is 
"  longer  than  the  earth,  and  broader  than  the  fea.***  But 
there  is  a  great  difference  between  the  imperfeftion  of  our 
knowledge  of  God,  and  forming  conceptions  of  him  that 
are  fundamentally  wrong.  There  is  a  great  difFerenqe 
between  having  weak  and  inadequate  ideas  of  the  truth, 
and  believing  or  afting  upon  the  oppofite  falfhood.  Un- 
lefs this  is  admitted,  we  fhall  never  fee  the  unfpeakabic 
advantage  which  the  Jews  enjoyed  over  the  Gentiles, 
"  becaufe  to  them  were  committed  the  oracles  of  God;'* 
nor  indeed  (hall  we  fee  the  worth  and  beauty  of  the  ancient 
difpenfation  in  general.  It  was  one  uniform  difplay  of 
this  great  and  important  truth,  which  is  delivered  with  fo 
much  majefly  by  God  himfelf :  "  I  am  the  Lord,  that  is 
*  my  name,  and  my  glory  will  I  not  give  to  another,  nei- 

♦  Jobxi.  r,  8,  9. 
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''  ther  my  praife  to  graven  images.''-  Neither  is  this  at  < 
all  relaxed  under  the  New  Teftament*  The  importance 
of  ^'  holding  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefos"~K>ir*^  holding  faft 
^'  the  form  of  found  words'*— aiid  ^^^  keeping  the  truth/' 
is  often  declared,  as  well  as  that  <>  no  lie  is  c^  the  trutb.^' 
And  no  wonder  that  in  this  pure  and  Spiritual  conftitutt- 
on,  it  ibould  be  neceflary  to  have  clear  and  diftind  views 
of  him  who  is  ^  the  Father  of  fpirits." 

Thus  I  hope  it  appears,  that,  in  order  to  a  faving 
change,  there  muft  be  a  difcovery  of  the  real  nature  of  the 
one  only,  the  living  and  true  God.  Before  we  proceed 
further,  let  me  oblerve  that  hence  may  be  feen,  in  the 
cleared  light,  the  danger  both  of  ignorance,  and  error. 

I.  Of  ignorance.  It  is  plain  that^  thofe  who  are  grofs- 
ly  ignorant  muft  be  unrenewed,  Thofe  who  do  not  know* 
Gkxl,  cannot  poffibly  love  him.  Do  you  not  now  fee  the 
meaning  and  wei^t  of  the  ftrong  language  of  fcripture^ 
where  we  are  told  the  heathen  nations  were  '^  fitting  in; 
*•  darknefs,  and  in  the  region  and  Ihadow  of  death  ?"  * 
What  force  fhould  this  pve  to  the  prayers  fo  often  offered 
up,  both  in  public  and  in  private,  that  the  "  name'*  of  God 
may  be  "  hallowed"  and  his  kingdom  come  ?  How  much 
ihould  it  add  to  the  zeal  and  diligence,  efpecially  of  thofe 
who  are  appointed  to  watch  for  the  fouls  of  others  r  What 
concern  (hould  it  give  them,  left  any  under  their  immedi- 
ate  infpeftion  "  fliould  perifh  for  lack  of  knowledge.'*  It 
is  indeed  furprifing  to  think,  what  grofs  ignorance  prevails 
at  prefent  among  many,  notwithflanding  the  excellent 
opportunities  of  inftrudlion  which  they  have  in  their  offer. 
Nay,  evenamong  thofe  who  areinliruftedinfeveral  branch- 
es of  human  fcience,  it  is  aUonifliing  to  think  what  ignor- 
ance there  is  of  every  thing  that  relates  to  religion. 

If  accident  or  curiofity  has  brought  this  difcourfe  into 
the  hands  of  any  fuch,  let  me  intreat  their  attention  for  a 
little.  1  befeech  you  to  think  upon,  and  tremble  at  your 
ftate.  You  may  have  fome  fort  of  a  nominal  belief  of  an 
unfeen,  unintelligible  being,  called  God,  while  you  know 
neither  "  what  you  fpeak,  nor  whereof  you  affirm."  You 
may  perhaps  have  heard,  or  rather  in  our  happy  native 
country  ybu  cannot  but  have  heard  of  Chrift  Jefus,  the  Son 
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of  God,  filled  often  the  Saviour  of  finners ;  but  you  ^^  know 
**  neither  the  Father  nor  the  Son,"  You  know  not  God 
as  Groalor,  nor,  by  confequence,  your  obligations  and  duty 
to  him,  or  your  apofiacy  and  departure  from  both.  You 
know  not  what  fm  is,  and  therefore,  you  cannot  know  a 
Saviour.  If  ever  you  come  to  true  religion  at  all,  light 
will  break  in  upon  you  in  your  darknefs,  you  will  lio  more 
be  able  to  forget  God,  be  will  follow  you  into  your  fecret 
chambers,  he  will  come  home  upon  you,  and  afiault  you, 
as  it  were,  with  the  reality  of  his  prefence,  with  the  fan£ti- 
ty  and  purity  of  his  nature,  and  the  terrible  majefty  of 
his  power.  O  how  great  is  the  effedt  of  a  real  difcovery 
of  the  divine  glory,  whether  in  the  word,  or  by  the  provi- 
dence  of  God ;  to  a  faint  or  to  a  fmnen  Hear  how  Job 
expreiles  himfelf,  ^^  I  have  heard  of  thee  by  the  hearing 
*'  of  the  ear,  but  now  mine  eye  feeth  thee,  wherefore  I  ab- 
•*  hor  myfelf,  and  repent  in  duft  and  aflies."*  We  have 
the  fame  thing  well  defcribed  by  the  prophet  Ifaiah,  as  the 
tSSedi  of  divine  power  in  defolating  judgments.  '^  Enter 
^*  into  the  rock,  and  hide  thee  in  the  duft,  for  the  fear  of 
•*  the  Lord,  and  for  the  glory  of  his  majclly.  The  lofty 
«^  looks  of  man  ihail  be  humbled,  and  the  haughtinefs  of 
**  men  (hall  be  bowed  down,  and  the  Lord  alone  fhall  be 
^^  exalted  in  that  day. — And  they  ihall  go  into  the  holes 
•'  of  the  rocks,  and  into  the  caves  of  the  earth,  for  fear  of 
•*  the  Lord,  and  for  the  glory  of  his  majefty,  when  he  ari- 
^  feth  to  Ihake  terribly  the  earth.  In  that  day  a  man  fliall 
^  caft  his  idols  of  filver,  and  his  idols  of  gold,  which  they 
^  made  each  one  for  himfelf  to  worflup,  to  the  moles  and 
*'  to  the  bats,  to  go  into  the  clefts  of  the  rocks,  and  into  the 
**  tops  of  the  ragged  rocks,  for  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  for  the 
*'  glory  of  his  majefty,  when  he  arifeth  to  ftiake  terribly 
**  the  earth.*'f  So  foon  as  it  pleafes  God  to  open  your 
eyes  upon  himfelf,  with  whom  you  have  to  do,  it  will  hum- 
ble you  in  the  duft,  it  will  difcover  your  danger,  it  will 
make  redemption  precious  to  you,  and  the  name  of  a  Sa- 
viour unfpeakably  dear. 

*  Job  xlii.  r,  6.         t  Ifaiah  ii.  10,  1 1,  19,<d0,  SU 
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2.  The  ikoie  thing  ihews  dbe.  da^^  of  «rror, '  m 
well  as  ignonnce.  Among  maiijr .  loofe.  tnd  pemicioti^ 
principle,  whidi  are  zealoufiy  spread)  aadUindfy  embrm* 
ced  in  this  age^  one  of  the  nuA  prevailmgand  danga^os 
is,  the  innocence  of  error.  ^  O^iaj  fodie,  c^ecy  man  is 
^*  to  enquire  fireelj,  and  each  wili  embrace  what  appears 
*^  to  him  to  be  the  truth,  it  is  no  matter  what  amanbe- 
**  lieves,  if  his  life  be  good.  *  £ven  he  who  miftakes,  may 
^^  be  as  acceptabk  to  God  u  his  oppofite,  if  he  is  equally 
^^  fincere."  Now  there  is  no  doubt,  that  liberty  to  en- 
quire firedy,  is  an  ineftioBable  Ueffing,  and  impartially  in 
religious  enquiries  an  incfiipenlable  doty.  But  the  Jbam 
maxim  becomes  fidfe  and  dangerous  by  being  carriedaa 
ezceflive  length;  and  it  is  carried  to  this  excefs  l^dii 
&vor  of  two  fuppofitionsy  which  are  ialfe  and  groundlcfr 
The  maxim  is  applied  £nequently  to  juftify  an  open  mA 
virulent  oppofition  to  the  aloft  important  truths  of  the  ga£ 
pel ;  nay,  ibm^mes,  even  a  denial  of  idl  reli^on,  nafl[j|fc 
ral  and  revealed.  To  be  aUe  to  apply  it  thus,  it  is  neod^ 
fary  to  fuppofe  that  faUe  opinions  will  have  as  good  an  in* 
fiuence  upon  the  heart  as  true.  If  this  is  the  cafe»  the 
boafted  privilege  of  free  enquiry  is  not  worth  having,  and 
all  tlie  labor  beftowed  on  the  fearch  of  truth  is  entirely 
thrown  away.  Another  fuppofition  contained  in  the 
above  maxim  is,  that  a  perfon  may  be  as  (incere  in  em- 
bracing grois  ialfiioods,  as  in  adhering  to  the  truth.  If  this 
be  true,  our  Creator  hath  not  given  us  the  means  to  d^ 
tinguiih  the  one  from  the  other,  which  is  the  higheft  im- 
peachment both  of  his  wifdom  and  gooclnefs. 

Such  perfons  do  not  confider,  that  a  corrupt  inclination 
in  the  heart  brings  a  bias  on  the  judgment,  and  that  when 
men  do  not  "  like  to  retain  God  in  their  knowledge,"  he 
frequently  in  his  righteous  judgment,  gives  them  up  to  a* 
reprobate  mind.  Nay,  when  they  rejeft  his  truth  from 
an  inward  hatred  of  its  purity,  he  is  laid  to  fend  them 
^^  ftrong  delufions,"  as  in  the  following  pafTage  :  ^  Be- 
"  caufe  they  received  not  the  love  of  the  truth,  that  they 
'*  might  be  faved,  for  this  caufe  God  fhall  fend  them 
^^  flrong  delufion,  that  they  Ihould  believe  a  lie,  that  they 
^^  all  might  be  damned  who  believed  not  the  truths  but  had 
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••  pleafare  in  unrighteoufnefs.''*  But  the  nature  of  rege- 
neration will  ferve,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  to  fhew  the  dan- 
ger  of  error.  If  men  form  wrong  notions  of  God,  if  they 
love  and  worfhip,  and  refemble  a  falfe  god,  they  cannot 
be  renewed,  they  are  not  like,  and  therefore  unfit  for  the 
prefence  of,  the  true-  Be  not  deceived,  he  cannot  deny 
himfelf,  and  therefore  ^^  there  is  no  fellowfhip  of  righte- 
^*  oufnefs  with  unrighteoufnefs,  no  communion  of  light 
**  with  darknefs,  no  concord  of  Chrift  with  Belial.^f 

I  muft  here,  to  prevent  miftakes,  obferve  that  this 
ought,  by  no  means,  to  be  extended  to  differences  of 
fmaller  moment,  under  which  I  rank  all  thofe  which  re- 
gard only  the  externals  of  religion.  I  am  fully  convinced, 
that  many  of  very  different  parties  and  denominations 
are  building  upon  the  one  ^'  foundation  laid  in  Zion*'  for 
a  finner's  hope,  and  that  their  diftance  and  alienation  from 
one  another  in  affection,  is  very  much  to  be  regretted. 
Many  will  not  meet  together  on  earth  for  the  worfhip  of 
God,  who  fhall  have  one  temple  above,  where  all  the  faith- 
fuly  "  from  the  eafl,  and  from  the  wefl,  from  the  north, 
^  and  from  the  fouth,  fhall  fit  down  with  Abraham,  and 
*•  Tfkac,  and  Jacob,  in  the  kingdom  of  their*'  eternal "  Fa- 
**  ther.**  But  after  all,  I  muft  needs  alfo  believe,  that  it  is 
poflible  to  make  fhipwreck  of  the  faith.  This  appears 
plainly  from  the  following,  as  well  as  many  other  paflages 
of  fcripture :  "  But  there  were  falfe  prophets  alfo  among 
••  the  people,  even  as  there  fhall  be  felfe  teachers  among 
**  you,  who  privily  fliall  bring  in  damnable  herefies,  even 
"  denying  the  Lord  that  bought  them,  and  bring  upon 
**  themfelves  fwift  deftruftion."!  If  any  take  up  falfe 
notions  of  God,  or  expeft  fanftification  and  eternal  life  in 
any  other  way  than  he  hath  pointed  out  in  his  word,  though 
they  may  now  build  their  hope  on  a  fond  imagination 
that  he  is  fuch  an  one  as  themfelves,  they  fhall  at  lafl 
meet  with  a  dreadfiil  difappointment  in  this  awful  fen- 
tcncc,  **  Depart  from  me,  I  know  ye  not,  ye  workers  of 
**  iniquity." 

•  3  Theff.  ii.  10,  11,  12.     t  2  Cor.  \\.  U,  15.     \  2  Pct.ii.  I. 
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There  can  ba  no  taaa  MUigpMi?  Bitlafrtbaie.baiamciMII|( 
ofthefeal  jnatareoCGodfc  Bnttiiepgkterabeiiulnia^lK 
ledgrof  whatOodia^wfeft'dwmba  alfean^ 
the  exodttanoaand.glBnrsf  ibiia 
tbeofa9e&o£€flaciiiaM4Ma.  :  It  ia  me  dHQg.taiJ 
and  another  ta  epliraVia:  aad^  iririlf  ifaia-hi^  fajiott 
cafe,  whate? er  wle  majr  know  or  aflrm,  or  be  -perToadedaJt^ 
with  relation  to  die  Supreme  Being,  we  do  not  know  faiii^^ 
to  be  God,  nor  can  poffiUy  glorify  him  as  God.  This 
raomentoua  truth  we  may  furely  comprehend,  by  what  ia 
analogous  to  it  in  our  experience,  between  created  na- 
tures*  Speculative  knowledge  and  love  are  by  no  means 
infeparabk.  Men  may  truly  know  many  things  which 
they  fincerely  hate;  they  may  hate  them  even  becanfe 
they  know  ^m :  and  when  this  is  the  cafe,  the  mone^ 
they  know  them  they  will  hate  them  with  the  greater  vi- 
rulence and  rancor.  This  not  only  may,  but  always  muft 
take  place,  when  natures  are  oppofite  one  to  another,  the 
one  finful,  for  example,  and  the  other  holy.  The  moie 
they  are  known,  the  more  is  their  mutual  hatred  ftirred  up, 
i^nd  their  perfeft  oppofition  to  each  cither  becomes,  if  not 
more  violent,  at  leaft  more  fenfible. 

W^  have  litde  reafon  to  doubt,  that  Ae  fallen  angels, 
diofe  apodate  fpirits,  have  a  great  degree  of  fpecuklive 
knowlc^e.  I  wouU  not,  ind^,  take  upon  me  to  affirm 
that  they  are  free  from  error  and  miftake  of  every  kind, 
}-et  it  feems  highly  probable  that  they  have  a  clear,  though, 
at  the  lame  time,  a  terrible  apprehenfion  of  "  what  God 
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is ;  for  they  have  not  tbe  fame  opportunities,  or  the  fame 
means  of  deceivingthemfdves,  that  we  have  in  the  pre- 
fent  ftate.  But  do  they  love  him,  or  fee  his  excellence 
and  glory  ?  Very  far  from  it.  They  believe  and  trem- 
ble ;  they  know  God,  and  blafpheme.  The  more  they 
know  of  him,  the  more  they  hate  him ;  that  is  to  fay,  their 
inward,  native,  habitual  hatred  is  tbe  more  Arongly  ez« 
cited,  ajad  the  more  fenlibly  felt. 

The  caie  is  much  the  fame  with  fome  fmners,  when 
firft  awakened,  and  it  continues  to  be  the  fame  fo  long  as 
they  are  kept  in  bondage  and  terror.  They  have  an  aw- 
ful view  of  the  holinefs  of  God's  nature,  oif  the  ftriCtnefs 
of  his  law,  and  the  greatnefs  of  his  power.  This  is  direft- 
ly  levelled  agamft  their  own  corrupt  inclinations,  and 
carries  nothing  with  it  but  a  fentence  of  condemnation 
againft  them :  *^  Curfed  is  every  one  that  continueth  not 
.^^  in  all  things  which  are  written  in  the  book  of  the  law, 
**  to  do  Aem."*  This  brings  forth  their  enmity,  which 
before  periiaps  lay  hid.  It  is  remarkable  that  fome  per- 
.  fons  of  loofe  and  diforderly  lives,  will  fometimes  main, 
tain,  at  ftated  feafons,  a  profeiEan  of  piety.  So  long  as 
they  can  keep  their  confciences  dill  and  quiet  by  general 
indi(tind  notions  of  God,  as  very  eafy  and  gentle,  no 
way  inclined  to  punifh,  they  think  of  him  without  averfi^ 
on,  nay,  will  go  through  fome  outward  forms  with  appa- 
rent  lads&£tion  and  delight.  Their  notion  of  divine 
mercy  is  not  a  readinefs  to  pardon  the  greated  (inner  on 
repentance,  but  a  difpofition  to  indulge  the  fmner,  and 
wink  at  his  continuance  in  tranfgreffion.  No  foonerare 
fuch  perfons  brou^t  to  a  difcovery  of  the  real  character  of 
a  holy  God,  than  their  thoughts  of  him  are  entirety 
changed*  They  have  gloomy  views  of  his  nature,  and 
harfh  thoughts  of  his  providence ;  they  fret  at  the  (lri6t- 
nefs  of  his  law,  and,  as  far  as  they  dare,  complain  of  the 
tyranny  of  his  government.  Their  fentiments  are  the 
£une  with  thofe  expreifed  by  the  men  of  Bethihemefh : 
*^  Who  is  able  to  fiand  before  this  holy  Lord  God,  and  to 
**  whom  ihall  he  go  up  from  us."f 

*  Gal.  iii.  10.        t  1  Sam.  yi.  20. 
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fpnkfiij  Uitlmi^ltTfi^SmlttB^^ 
eUe  thafffldmi  mjayirwamtii  iWnilhit  rtiia  iiidttttsr«t 
ingr  fchann  ;of«i|;ipn;  Uhat^miBO*  ittmilfiaglnr&^phd: 
ibtMraMiy^dincrBiif  firti^*lfait'-'lio^'BdDg'lifeis  reprc^ 
feottd  iB^lm  wm-woitf 3^'WljBflyiwiii  gill  odtrttafan*? 
their  praftte  ta  the-priociplai  of  (nm  :hiflll  midsfikft  teKK? 
gion,  they  fcarce  ever  ^l^tfinittiirfliraciioAiJBditajrt^ 
ligkm  toiiieir'OMttpriAicef  ^.4^wAerr:aot  ahanjpMbo^ 
cknnot:efldiire:A6  BeprtfenMioii*df 'God.tiitf 
jealoiis,  iirhickuipveiMirinferfpl^    *  Wlt)t*liiifc1 
fence  ilo  they  tippofe  thenranis  tb  itflsjf!  teAid  iMioi 
sod  give  it  die  moft  odtoof^sod  rixMMBaUe  taiinet'i 
itefon  it  pfauL    Soch  ft  rieir  of  Gdd  te  the  Apt*-  -^ 
of  their  own  heirtt  to  biili  iiiLtbe  fthx^  ii|^   'Ttm 
things  uppo&tt  iotbeir  mtore  cannotbe  tpprom^^-orin0i 
ancL  therefore,  the  tonfeqdnoe  iS|  God  or:liniielvei| 
muft  be  hdd  in  abbdrreiiee;  r.  Bte  wShave  Miati  mhUtf 
God,  that  their  rtfiftance  to  the  truth  ii  only  i  new  evtif 
dence  a«d  illuftration  of  it,  (hewing  that  ^'  the  carnal  mind 
^*  is  enmity  againft  God ;  for  it  is  not  fubje£t  to  the  law 
**  of  God,  neither  indeed  can  be."*     And  as  this  enmity* 
to  God  difcovers  itfelf  in  oppofition  to  his  truth  on  earthy 
it  will  become  much  more  violent,  when  further  refiftance* 
is  impoffible.     When  an  unregenerate  fmner  enters  opon 
ft  world  of  fpirits,  where  he  has  a  much  clearer  fight  and 
greater  fenfe  of  what  God  is,  his  inherent  enmity  works 
to  perfection,  and  he  blafphemes  like  thofe  devils  with 
whom  he  muft  forever  dwell. 

From  all  this  it  will  evidently  appear,  that  there  mail 
be  a  difcovery  of  the  glory  and  beauty  of  the  divine  na* 
ture,  an  entire  approbation  of  every  thing  in  God,  as  per- 
fectly right  and  abfolutcly  faultlefs.  It  is  felf-evident,  that 
without  this,  there  cannot  be  a  fupreme  love  to  God,  in 
which  true  religion  properly  confifts  ;  no  man  can  love 
that  which  doth  not  appear  to  be  lovely.  But  I  further 
add,  that  this  is  abfolutely  necelTary  to  the  very  beginning 
of  the  change,  or  the  foundation  on  which  it  is  built.     It 

•  Ronu  viii.  7. 
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is  neceiTary,  in  order  to  any  genuine,  falutary  conviftions 
of  fin.  What  is  it  elfe  but  a  difcovery  of  the  fpotlefs  ho- 
linefs,  the  perfect  excellence,  and  infinite  amiablenefs  of 
the  divine  nature,  that  humbles  a  finner  under  a  fenfe  of 
his  breaches-of  the  divine  law  ?  Without  this,  there  may 
be  a  fenfe  of  weaknefs  and  fubje£tion,  but  never  a  fenfe 
lof  duty  and  obligation*  Without  this  there  may  be  a  tear 
of  wrath,  but  there  cannot  be  a  hatred  of  fin. 

This  feems  dire£Uy  to  lead  to  the  next  great  ftep  in  a 
faving  change,  viz.  a  convi£lionoffin  and  mifery.  But 
before  we  proceed  to  point  out  the  progrefs  of  conviftion, 
it  will  not  be  improper  to  take  notice  of  a  few  truths 
which  refult  from  what  hath  been  already  faid.  This  is 
the  more  necefl^ry,  that  erroneous  or  deteflive  views  of 
religion  are  commonly  occafioned  by  fome  miilake  in  the 
foundation. 

I.  The  necellity  of  regeneration  itfelf  appears  with  pe- 
culiar force,  from  what  hath  been  faid  on  this  part  of  the 
lubje£l.  There  muft  be  a  real  inward  change  of  heart, 
before  there  can  be  any  true  religion.  If  the  moral  excel- 
lence of  the  divine  nature  muft  be  difcovered,  if  God 
muft  be  feen  as  glorious  in  his  holinefs,  the  heart  and 
temper  muft  be  changed  as  well  as  the  life.  Nothing  is 
more  plain  from  the  holy  fcriptures,  than  that  ^^  the  natu- 
**  ral  man  receiveth  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God  ;'* 
and  it  is  equally  plain  from  experience  and  the  nature  of 
the  thing.  While  men  continue  in  the  love  of  fin,  it  is 
impoffible  that  they  ihould  fee  the  beauty  of  infinite  holi- 
xiefs.  So  long  as  they  love  fin,  they  muft  hate  holinefs, 
which  is  its  oppofite,  and  not  lefs  contrary  to  it  than  light 
is  to  darknefs.  Therefore,  all  reftraint  upon  our  outward 
converiation,  all  zeal  and  diligence  inexpenfive  rites  and 
ceremonies  ;  all  duties  of  whatever  kind  that  arife  from 
fear,  or  other  external  motives,  are  of  no  confequence, 
till  the  temper  and  inclination  of  the  heart  is  entirely  re- 
newed. 

a.  From  what  hath  been  faid,  we  may  plainly  per- 
ceive, that  regeneration  from  firft  to  laft  muft  be  afcribed 
to  the  agency  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.  It  muft  be  the  effeft  of 
divine  grace,  and  the  work  of  fovereign  power.    Let  not 
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my  emtan  be  bjhHHih  i»  Htnd.wUBtai  fav^hiuwr 
cicatioo  to  ii»  Author lOii  Mibcitfg ;  »l»  of  U^^ 
^'througliliiiiii^iad.to  bin^^i^  Whii* 

man  is  in  lu»  utmLfiat^  he  iammma^  to  God  in  hit 
mind  bf  wiekod  .woito.  The  difrorciKt  that  am  made 
t0  luoL  of  Ae  real .  natum  of  God ;  .ia.  hio  irodtt.  and  in  hii 
vord«  whikhecontinneainfhbdUjpoitkmtamn^^ 
bk  but  baiefuL  llijr,  he  iaie  &r  favn  ]oviog:bkD.as  hb 
&tfaer,  that  he  fiears  him  aa  bia  epenqr.  This  faur  »ill 
difcover  iUelf  one  of  diefe  two  waya.  Sometimes  it  df  iB 
make  the  finnerflT  framCod,  caft iflrfhuCttoo  hehWtKe 
back^  and  iociew  «it0.  inoit:  ttngftdHincfa»  tffl 
confcience.ia  feaapcd  .wd  iitfmliMe.  How  manjr  tboMi 
of  this  kind,  iriiom  one  crime  only  pf?eei^talBa  tnto 
ther,  experience  ia  a  mdancho^  prarf^ 
attbeiametimetoobfenre  whatinttmaiionaare  giveajJiK 
in  fcriptare,  that  dda  ia  the  firft  and  natmvl  eftft  of  ftt 
upon  all,  to  drive  them  at  tiiuSber  ififience  finom  Ckfl^ 
Two  inftances  of  thia  have  been  given  above.  Oor  fidi 
parents  no  fooner  finned,  than  they  fkd  and  hid  theoi* 
felves  when  they  heard  God*s  voice  in  the  garden,  as  im- 
patient  of  his  approach.  A  fimilar  refledion  we  fee  in 
the  apoftle  Peter,  on  being  witnefs  to  an  extraordinary 
efie£i  of  his  Saviour^s  divine  power :  '*  And  when  Simon 
^^  Peter  faw  it,  he  fell  down  at  Jefus'  knees,  faying,  De- 
^  part  from  me,  for  I  am  a  finful  man,  O  Lord/'f  See 
another  inftance  of  the  fame  kind.  ^^  And  the  whde 
^*  multitude  of  the  country  of  the  Gadarenes  round  about, 
^<  befought  him  to  depart  from  them,  for  they  were  taken 
**  with  great  fear.*'J 

Another  common  eSeGt  of  this  natural  fear,  in  fixiie 
refpefts  contrary  to  the  former,  is  to  difpofe  men  to  per- 
.JMrm  fome  conflrained  and  hypocritical  fervices,  in  order 
to  avoid  punifhment.  This  is  defcribed  in  the  temper  and 
condu£t  of  the  children  of  Ifrael,  as  reprefented  by  the 
Pialmift ;  *^  When  he  flew  them,  then  they  fought  him ; 
*^  they  returned,  and  enquired  early  after  God.  And 
^Vthey  remembered  that  God  was  their  rock,  and  the  high 

*  Ronu  xi.  36.        t  Luke  v.  S.        |  Luke  viii.  37. 
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**  God  their  redeemer.  Neverthelefs  they  did  flatter  him 
*'  with  their  mouth,  they  lied  unto  him  with  their  tongues; 
"  for  their  heart  was  not  right  with  him,  neither  were  they 
"  ftedfaft  in  his  covenant.*'*  Hence  it  appears,  that  to  a 
difcovery  of  the  glory  and  excellence  that  is  in  God,  it  is 
aecelfary  tliat  we  be  in  fome  meafure  changed  into  the 
fame  image.  To  fay  that  this  is  theeSe£t  of  our  own  at* 
tempts  and  endeavors  in  the  way  of  duty,  without  the 
conitraining  power  of  divine  grace,  is,  when  thoroughly 
examined,  a  manifeft  contradi£tion.  If  perfons  endeavor 
to  force  or  oblige  themfelves  to  love  any  one,  it  is  a  fure 
fign  that  he  is  very  unlovely  in  their  eyes.  Love  cannot 
be  forced,  or  rather  to  fpeak  more  properly,  forced  love  is 
not  love  at  all.  In  a  word,  it  is  our  indifpenfable  duty  to 
attend  to  every  dictate  of  confcience,  and  to  follow  it  fo 
far  as  it  goes ;  but  I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  for  a  fin- 
xier  truly  and  fincerely  to  defire  a  change  of  nature,  would 
be  an  evidence  of  a  change  begun.  Therefore,  till  a  fm- 
ner  get  a  fupematural  illumination,  he  can  never  fee  the 
glory  and  beauty  of  the  divine  chara£ter.  Before  this,  he 
may  feek  to  propitiate  God's  favor,  he  may  wiih  to  avoid 
his  wrath  ;  he  may  defire  a  change  in  God  for  his  own 
iafety,  but  he  cannot  be  fatisfied  with  him  as  he  really  is. 
It  muft  be  the  fame  almighty  power,  which  brought  the 
world  out  of  nothing  into  being,  that  muft  bring  back  the 
finner  from  his  rebellion  and  apoftacy,  according  to  that 
promife,  evidently  applicable  to  the  Saviour ;  "  Thy  peo- 
*'  pie  (hall  be  willing  in  the  day  of  thy  power,  in  the  beau- 
**  tics  of  holinefs.*'t  Neither  is  the  fame  thing  lefs  clear- 
ly afferted  in  the  New  Teftament;  "  For  it  is  God  which 
*'  worketh  in  you,  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  good  plea- 
•'  fure.^'t 

3.  Hence  we  may  fee  wherein  lies  die  fundamental  ef- 
fential  difierence  between  common  or  imperfe£t  convifU- 
ons,  and  the  effectual  fanflifying  and  faving  influences  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft.  The  firft  arife  from  a  view  of  the  natu- 
ral perfections  of  God,  from  a  belief  of  his  power  and  ie- 
verity,  without  any  difcovery  of  his  righteoufnefs  and 

*  PC  Ixxviii.  34,  35,  36,  37.     t  Pf.  ex.  «.    \  Phil.  ii.  13. 
Vol.  I.  C  c 
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gloiy •  ThereTorav  boiievtr  greit  E-leagtfa-  thefjr  may  prd- 
ceed,  however  diferent  or  oppoGte  their  dBfe£b  may  bc« 
they  never  produce  any  real  change  in  the  heart.  It  is 
of  great  confequence  to  iittend  to  tfaia  important  diftinc- 
tion ;  for  though  imperfeft  convi£tiont  fometimea  are  en- 
tirely  efl&ced,  and  are  followed  by  no  laifing  efieft  at  all^ 
yet  it  is  often  otherwife.  They  fineqoently  produce  a 
counterfeit  religion,  which  not  only  continues  for  a  tiroe, 
but  is  carried  down  by  fome  to  the  grave  as  alio  in  their 
right-hand.  Sofubtle  are  die  deceits  of  iatan,  that  there 
are  many  hdilow  forms  of  relij^on,  not  only  up(m  a  VeffH^ 
but  an  evangelical  bottom.  I  fiiall  give  thcL  reader  m 
ficetch  of  the  principles  and  outlines  of  both. 

There  are  fome  legal  hypocrites.  Awakened  to  a  fonib 
of  their  danger  merely  finom  the  irrefiftiUe  power  of  God| 
they  fall  to  the  exercife  of  repentance,  and  hope  that  % 
fo  doing  they  may  live.  Hence  the  v^le  fyftem  of  bodir 
ly  penance  and  mortification.  . J(Ience  alfo  fo  ftrong  an  ^ 
tachment,  in  fome  worldly  perfons,  to  the  external  forms 
of  religion,  and  veneration  for  the  places  of  divine  wor. 
Ihip.  Being  now  fomewhat  more  regular  and  decent  in 
their  ordinary  carriage  than  before,  they  entertain  a  fond 
hope  that  all  (hall  be  well.  In  the  mean  time,  they  are 
fo  far  from  being  reftored  to  the  image  ot  God,  or  being 
governed  by  his  love,  that  all  this  is  a  burden  to  them ; 
and  indeed  it  is  becaufe  it  is  a  burden,  that  they  are  fo 
prone  to  think  it  meritorious.  Confcience  checks  them, 
and  they  dare  not  run  to  the  fame  excefs  with  others,  or 
even  repeat  what  they  ihemfelves  did  formerly;  and  by 
this  comparifon,  cannot  help  thinking  they  are  in  a  hope- 
ful way.  But  did  fuch  perfons  refleft  a  little  on  the  na- 
ture  of  God,  they  would  fee  their  error.  They  would 
learn,  that  they  are  fo  far  from  being  renewed  in  the  fpirit 
of  their  minds,  that  whatever  lengths  they  go,  they  are 
dragged  or  driven  againft  their  will ;  and  whenever  they 
can  find  a  plaufible  excufe,  they  are  ready  to  withdraw 
their  neck  from  the  yoke.  A  juft  view  of  the  glory  of  God, 
and  the  obligation  upon  every  rational  creature  to  love 
and  imitate  him,  would  effeftually  cure  them  of  all  felf- 
righteoufnefs  and  felf-dependance ;   would  lead  them  to 
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himfelf  and  the  grace  treafured  up  in  his  Son,  to  ^'  work 
*^  in  them  the  whole  good  pleafure  of  his  goodnefs,  and  the 
**  work  of  failh  with  power," 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are  evangelical  hypocrites. 
Thefe  begin  upon  the  fame  principles,  and  their  views 
have  the  fame  radical  defe£t  with  the  former.  They  are 
awakened  to  a  fenfe  of  danger,  and  fometimes  made  to 
tremble  through  fear  of  divine  judgments,  but  without  any 
difcovery  of  the  glory  and  amiablenefs  of  the  divine  na- 
ture. If  fuch  perfons  happen  to  live  in  a  family  or  con- 
gregation, where  they  hear  much  of  the  dodlrine  of  re- 
demption, it  may  have  its  place  in  their  fcheme.  They 
may  be  fo  convinced  of  their  own  manifold  tranfgreflions, 
as  to  be  fatisfied  to  throw  tlieir  guilt  upon  the  furety,  and 
rely  on  the  fufferings  and  death  of  Chrift,  for  deliverance 
from  the  wrath  of  an  offended  God.  Nay,  I  have  not  the 
lead  doubt  that  fome  may,  by  a  confident  prefumption, 
imitate  the  faith  of  God's  ele£t,  and  believe  that  Chriil 
died  for  themfelves  in  particular.  So  long  as  this  per- 
fuafion  can  maintain  its  ground,  it  may,  and  muft  give 
them  great  joy  and  fatis^£tion.  Who  would  not  find 
confolation  in  thinking  themfelves  in  fafety  from  divine 
wrath  ?  Yet  all  this  while  they  never  fee  the  evil  of  fin  in 
hfelf,  as  an  oppofition  to  the  nature,  and  a  breach  of  the 
law  of  God.  They  are  never  brought  to  love  an  infinite- 
ly holy  God  in  fincerity  of  heart.  They  may  love  him, 
becaufe  they  fuppofe  themfelves  the  peculiar  objedts  of  his 
love,  with  fome  obfcure,  confufed,  fenfual  idea  of  the  de- 
lights of  heaven ;  but  they  know  not  or  confider  not,  the 
nature  of  that  falvation  he  hath  provided  for  his  chofen. 

All  fuch  love,  it  is  plain,  arifeth  from  a  falfe  confidence 
in  their  own  flate,  and  not  from  a  true  knowledge  of  God. 
Their  notions  of  God's  love  to  them  contain  more  of  a 
partial  indulgence  to  them  as  they  are,  than  of  his  infinite 
compaiTion  in  forgiving  what  they  have  been.  The  ef- 
fcdks  of  fuch  religion  are  juft  what  might  be  expefted  from 
its  nature,  violent  and  palTionate  for  a  feafon,  and  com- 
monly  oftentatious,  but  temporary  and  changeable.  Self- 
love  Res  at  the  root,  and  therefore,  while  they  are  pleafed 
and  gratified^  they  will  continue  their  pofeffion  of  attach- 
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ment ;  bat  when  felf-denial  or  bearing  Ae  crols  is  require 
ed,  they  rejeft  the  terms,  they  lofe  thdr  tranfiMrting  view% 
and  return  to  their  fins. 

There  are  many  examples  of  diis,  not  only  in  fcripture^ 
but  in  the  hiftory  of  the  church  in  eveiy  ag^.  Many  of 
thofe  difeiples  who  feemed  gladly  to  embrace  tfie  docbine, 
and  highly  to  honor  the  periTon  of  Chrift,  when  they  heard 
fome  of  the  mod  mortifying  precepts,  ^  went  back  and 
^  walked  no  more  with  him/'*  The  charaaer  is  little 
different,  which  we  find  defi:ribed  under  the  image  of  die 
fiony  ground  bearers,  who  ^*  having  not  root  in  theiA^ 
^  felves,  when  perfixnition  or  tribulation  arofe  becaufis  tf 
'^  the  word,  by  andby  were  (^nded«^  Ihope  this,  wUb 
the  explication  above  given  of  its  cauie,  may  be  of  ufe  fft 
account  for  fome  appearances  in  a  time  of  the  revival  tf 
religion.  Perfons  who  feem  to  have  the  fame  exercifet 
with  real  converts,  yet  afterwards  fidl  away,  and  '*  return 
^^  with  the  dog  to  his  vomit  agflRt  and  with  the  fow  th# 
**  was  waihed,  to  her  wallowing  in  the  mire."  This  givest 
occafion  to  adverfaries  to  fpeak  reproachfully,  and  is  great- 
ly diftreffing  to  thofe  who  truly  fear  God.  But  would 
men  carefully  attend  to  what  the  holy  fcriptures  teach  us 
to  expert,  their  furprife  in  all  fuch  cafes  would  ceafe. 
**  For  it  mud  needs  be  that  offences  muft  comef ."  And 
though  there  are  many  counterfeits,  there  will  ftill  be  fuf- 
ficient  means  to  diftinguifti  the  gold  from  the  drofs. 

SECT.    Ill, 

There  must  be  a  ccuvl^licn  of  sin  and  danger. 

THE  next  great  flep  in  a  faving  change,  is  a  deep 
humiliation  of  mind,  and  conviaion  of  fin  and  dan- 
ger.  The  abfolute  neceffity  of  this  is  very  evident,  and 
indeed  generally  confeffed.  It  is  equally  evident,  whe- 
ther  we  confider  the  nature  of  the  change  itfclf,  the  means 
of  its  produdlion,  or  the  motives  to  all  future  duty.  If  an 
entire  change  is  neceffary,  there  muft  be  an  entire  and 
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thorough  difTatisfaftion  with,  and  difapprobation  of,  our 
paft  character  and  ftate.  Whoever  is  pleafed  with  his 
prefent  charafter,  will  neither  defire,  endeavor,  nor  even 
accept  of  a  change.  If  we  confider  the  means  of  our  re- 
covbry,  by  Jefus  Chrift  fuffering  in  the  room  of  fmners, 
the  fame  thing  will  appear  with  increafing  evidence. 
Thofe  who  are  not  humbled  under  a  fenfe  of  guilt  and  cor- 
ruption,  will  treat  with  great  conten)pt  a  purchafed  par: 
don  and  a  crucified  Savior.  This  our  Lord  himfelf  often 
tells  us  in  the  plained  terms.  "  They  that  are  whole 
**  need  not  a  phyfician,  but  they  that  are  fick.  I  came 
"  not  to  call  tiie  righteous,  but  finners  to  repentance."* 
To  thefe  indeed  his  invitation  and  call  is  particularly  ad- 
drelTed ;  "  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labor,  and  are  heavy 
**  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  reft.*'f 

To  the  fame  purpofe,  we  fhall  find  many  other  pafla- 
gcs,  both  of  the  prophetic  and  apoftolic  writings.  The 
glad  tidings  of  falvation  are  always  diredted  to  the  hum- 
We,  miferable,  broken-hearted,  thirfty,  perilhing  foul. 
Thus  in  the  prophet  Ifaiah,  "  Ho,  every  one  that  thirfieth, 
**  come  ye  to  the  waters ;  and  he  that  hath  no  money, 
"  come  ye,  buy  and  eat ;  yea,  come  buy  wine  and  milk, 
**  without  money  and  without  price."!  When  Chrift 
entered  on  his  perfonal  miniftry,  he  opened  his  com- 
miffion  in  the  following  terms.  **  The  fpirit  of  the  Lord 
•*  is  upon  me,  becaufe  he  hath  anointed  me  to  preach  the 
"  gofpel  to  the  poor :  he  hath  fent  me  to  heal  the  broken- 
**  hearted,  to  preach  deliverance  to  the  captives,  and  re- 
**  covering  of  fight  to  the  blind ;  to  fet  at  liberty  them  that 
**  are  bruifed,  to  preach  the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord.*'j| 
I  Ihall  only  mention  one  other  paffage :  **  And  I  will  give 
**  to  him  that  is  athirft  of  the  fountain  of  the  water  of  life 
''  freely."1f 

From  thefe  paffages,  and  many  others  in  the  fame  ftrain, 
it  is  evident  beyond  contradiftion,  that  there  muft  be  a 
deep  humiliation  of  mind,  and  fenfe  of  guilt  and  wretch- 
cdnefs,  before  a  finner  can  be  brought  unto  God.     This 

•  Lute  V.  3 1 J  32.     f  Matth.  xi.  29.     |  If.  Iv.  I.    ||  Luke  iv.  1 8. 
IF  Rev.  xxi.  6. 


indeed  hath  ordinuil/  been  confidered  as  the  firft  Sep  toi 
wards  converiion.  In  onier  to  treat  of  it  in  the  moft 
clear,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  moft  ofeful  manner,  I  Ihall 
divide  it  into  two  branches,  and  firft,  confider  what  is  the 
tnie  and  genuine  fource  of  convidion  or  Sanjow  for  fin ; 
and  fecondly,  to  what  degree  it  mnft  be,  in  onler  to  a 
faving  change. 

Firft  then,  let  us  confider  what  is  the  true  and  genuine 
fource  of  convi£tion  and  forrow  for  fin.  And  here  we 
may  obferve  in  general,  that  properly  fpeaking,  there  can 
be  but  two  fources  of  forrow  or  humiliation  of  mind  at  aU^ 
viz.  fear  of  fuflering,  and  fenfe  of  die  evil  and  defert  of 
fin.  Both  thefe  are  fbgnd  in  true  penitents;  and  it  \t 
their  union  and  mutual  influence  that  diftinguiflies  nS^ 
pentance  unto  life  firom  every  counterfeit.  Many  htM 
trembled  through  fear  of  puniflunent  firom  God,  ami  been 
difmayed  at  the  tokens  of  his  prefence,  who,  notwitlW 
flanding,  lived  and  died  ftrangers  to  true  religion,  or  am 
faving  change.  We  fee  that  even  Judas  the  trsutor  to  hit 
Lord  repented,  confefled  his  fin,  nay,  did  what  he  could  tp 
repair  the  wrong,  throwing  back  the  price  of  innocent 
blood ;  and  yet  hanged  himfelf  in  delpair.  The  fcrip- 
ture  only  further  fays,  he  went  into  his  own  place ;  but 
there  have  been  few,  if  any,  interpreters  of  fcripture,  who 
entertained  any  doubt  that  it  was  the  place  of  torment. 
We  every  day  fee  that  occafional  danger,  or  the  apprchen- 
fion  of  immediate  death,  throws  feme  into  fits  of  terror, 
extorts  from  them  confeflions  of  guilt,  or  promifes  of 
amendment ;  and  yet,  in  a  little  time  they  return  to  their 
former  praftices,  and  fin  with  the  fame  fecurity,  and  per- 
haps with  greater  avidity  than  before. 

What  is  the  effential  defect  of  fuch  feeming  penitents  ? 
It  is  that  they  have  no  jufl  fenfe  of  the  evil  of  fin  in  itfelf ; 
they  have  no  inward  cordial  approbation  of  the  holincfs  of 
God's  nature  and  law,  or  of  the  juilice  of  that  fentence  of 
condemnation  which  Itands  written  againft  every  tranf- 
grefior.  Here,  O  Chriflian,  is  the  cardinal  point  on  which 
true  repentance  turns,  and  the  reader  may  plainly  perceive 
the  reafon  and  neceflity  of  what  was  formerly  obfer\'^ed, 
that  there  muft  be  a  difcovery  of  the  infinite  glory  and 
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ajniablcnefs  of  the  divine  nature.  Without  this  there  may 
be  a  flavifli  terror,  but  no  true  humiliation.  It  is  only 
when  a  finner  fees  the  unfpeakable  majefly,  the  tranfcen- 
dent  glory,  and  infinite  amiablencfs  of  the  divine  nature, 
that  he  is  truly,  eiFedtually,  and  unfeignedly  humbled. 

Oh  !  that  I  could  deliver  this  with  proper  force  1  that 
I  could  write  and  fpeak  under  an  experimental  fcnfe  of 
its  truth  !  The  finner  then  perceives  how  infinitely  wor- 
thy  his  Maker  is  of  the  highell  efteem,  the  mod  ardent 
love,  and  the  mott  unremitted  obedience.  He  then  fees, 
that  every  intelligent  creature,  from  the  moft  fhining  fe- 
raph  in  the  heavenly  hoft,  to  the  meaneft  and  moft  def- 
pifed  mortal  worm,  is  under  an  infinite,  eternal,  unchange- 
able obligation  to  love  God  with  all  his  heart,  and  ftrength, 
and  mind.  On  this  account  he  is  convinced,  that  alie- 
nated affeftion  and  mifplaced  allegiance  is  infinitely  finful. 
He  fees  this  obligation  to  be  founded  not  merely  nor 
Chiefly  on  the  greatnefs  of  divine  power,  but  on  the  in- 
trinfic  inherent  excellence  of  the  divine  nature.  There- 
fore he  is  perfu^ded,  that  there  is  not  only  danger  in  rebel- 
ling againft,  or  diftionoring  God,  but  a  great  and  manifeft 
wrong  and  injullice  in  refufing  to  honor  him.  This  ftrikes 
him  with,  a  fenfe  of  his  own  guilt,  and  the  guilt  of  all  thofe 
who  live  '*  without  God  in  the  world." 

At  once  to  confirm  and  illuftrate  this  truth,  I  muft 
make  two  obfcrvations,  which  will  be  found  univerfally  to 
hold,  on  the  charadter  and  conduft  of  true  penitents. 
I  ft.  That  they  obtain  a  new  fenfe  of  the  excellence  and 
obligation  of  the  duties  of  divine  worftiip,  both  public  and 
private.  Before,  they  were  apt  to  confider  the  duties  of 
worfiiip  as  little  more  than  the  means  of  religion ;  that 
the  fear  of  an  invifible  Judge  might  be  a  bond  upon  the 
confcience,  and  keep  men  from  fraud  and  dilhonefty,  or 
from  riot  and  fenfuality.  They  were  cold  and  formal 
therefore  in  their  own  attendance,  and  never  heard  any 
fpeak  of  joy  orfenfible  communion  with  God  in  hisfanc- 
toary,  but  they  were  ready  to  exprefs  their  deteftation  of 
it  as  hypocrify,  or  their  contempt  of  it  as  enthufiafm  and 
folly. 
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But  now  the  lamguagp  of  adoration  is  in  fooie  meafurif 
underftood,  whicn  had  been  whoUy  infipid  and  without 
meaning  before.    They  join  with  the  pJalmifl  in  faying, 
^^  Honor  and  majeify  are  before  him,  fin^ngth  and  beauty 
^^  are  in  his  (anfiuary.  Give  unto  the  Lord,  C)  ye  kindreds 
^*  of  the  people,  give  unto  the  Lord  glory  and  ftrength. 
^  Give  unto  the  Lord  the  glory  due  unto  his  name ; 
'^  bring  an  offering,  comeinto  his  courts.    O  worfhip  the. 
^  Lord  in  the  beauty  of  holinels ;  fear  before  him  all  the 
^'  earth.''  *    See  alfo  thefe  elevated  ftrains  of  pnufe^  whicfay^ 
whether  they  are  meant  as  the  exercife  of  the  church  aiir 
Iitant  on  earth,  or  the  church  triumphant  in  heaven,  ant 
equally  proper  here.    ^^  And  the  four  beads  had  eadi  9^ 
^'  them  fix  wings  about  him,  and  they  were  full  of  ejAfc. 
*'  within ;  and  they  reft  not  day  and  night,  faying,  Holj^ 
*^  holy,  holy,  Lord  God  Almighty,  which  was,  and  is,  apA . 
*^  is  to  come.    And  when  tfaofe  beafts  give  glory,  an^. 
^'  honor,  and  thanks  to  him  that  fat  on  the  throne,  whcir. 
*'  liveth  for  ever  and  ever ;  the  four  and  twenty  elderi 
^'  fall  down  before  him  that  fat  on  the  throne,  and  worfliip 
"  him  that  liveth  for  ever  and  ever,  and  caft  their  crowns 
**  before  the  throne,  faying,  **  Thou  art  worthy,  O  Lord, 
**  to  receive  glory,  and  honor,  and  power  ;  for  thou  haft 
**  created  all  things,  and  for  thy  pleafurc  they  are,  and 
"were  created.'*|    And  to  the  fame  purpofe,  **  Andl 
"  beheld,  and  I  heard  the  voice  of  many  angels  round 
"  about  the  throne,  and  the  bealis,  and  the  ciders  :  and  the 
"  nu  ruber  of  them  was  ten  thoufand  times  ten  thoufand, 
**  and  thoufands  of  thoufands ;  faying  with  a  loud  voice, 
"  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  Jlain,  to  receive  power,  and 
"  riches,  and  wifdom,  and  ftrength,  and  honor,  and  glory, 
"  and  bleffing.  And  everycreaturc  which  is  in  heaven,  and 
"  on  the  earth,  and  under  the  earth,  and  fuch  as  are  in  the 
**  fea,  and  all  that  are  in  them,  heard  I,  faying,  Bleffing,  and 
"  honor,  and  glory,  and  power  be  unto  him  that  fitteth  up- 
"  on  the  throne,  and  unto  the  Limb  for  ever  and  ever," J 
Nay,  a  true  penitent  begins  to  fee  the  beauty  even  of  ihc 
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divine  fovereignty,  that  all  things  belong  to  God,  and 
therefore  it  is  moft  fit  that  all  things  fliould  be  fub^gift  tp- 
him,  according  to  that  ftrong  and  beautiful  paflage :  ""'Arid  ' 
"  the  four  and  twenty  elders  which  fat  before  God  on 
"  their  feats,  fell  upon  their  faces,  and  worfhipped  God, 
**  faying,  We  give  thee  thanks,  O  Lord  God  almighty, 
**  which  art,  and  waft,  and  art  to  come,  becaufe  thou  haft 
"  taken  to  thee  thy  great  power,  and  haft  reigned/** 

The  other  obfervation  I  am  to  make  is,  that  a  true  pe- 
nitent always  acquires  the  deepeft  abhorrence  of  that 
atrocious,  though  prevailing  fin,  of  profaning  the  name  of 
God  in  common  difcourfe.  There  are  many  perfons,  not 
otherwife  the  moft  abandoned,  who  have  no  juft  fenfe  of 
the  heinouiiiefs  of  this  fin  :  and  as  it  is  not  dire£tly  level- 
led againft  the  temporal  intereft  of  our  neighbors,  it  is 
far  from  being  generally  fo  fcandalous  and  difhonorable 
as  it  ought  to  be.  Such  religion  or  virtue  as  is  founded 
on  worldly  principles  and  views,  may  tafily  confift  with 
its  co^itinuance ;  but  he  who  is  convinced  of  the  evil  of 
an  fin,  as  rebellion  againft,  and  difobedience  to  God,  will 
lee  the  horrible  guilt  and  impie^  that  attends  this  abomi- 
nable praftice.  That  religion  which  is  the  work  of  God*s 
holy  Spirit,  and  confifts  in  the  recovery  of  his  loft  image, 
will  never  be  able  to  bear  fo  direft  a  violation  of  his  facred 
authority,  fo  unprovoked  an  infult  upon  his  honor  and 
gloiy. 

A  fisar  of  punifliment  then  we  have  feen,  without  a  fenfe 
of  the  evil  of  fin  in  itfelf,  is  not  fufficient.  Let  me  now 
add,  that  this  difcovery  of  the  evil  of  fin  in  itfelf,  muft  in- 
creafe  our  fear  of  punifliment,  by  fliewing  it  to  be  juft. 
A  fear  of  punifliment  while  alone,  always  tempts  the  fin- 
Tttr  to  fearch  about  on  all  hands  for  arguments  againft  that 
fuflfering,  the  juftice  of  which  he  cannot  perceive.  Hence 
infidelity  of  heart  and  fecret  fuggeftions,  that  furely  it  can- 
not  be  that  God  will  punifli  as  he  hath  laid.  Hence  blaf- 
phemous  impatience.  Hence  rifing  thoughts  and  rebellion 
againft  God,  even  while  under  his  rod ;  fuch  as  are  defcri- 
bed  by  the  prophet  Hofea :  **  And  they  have  not  cried 
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*<  unto  me  witb  their  heart  wheti  iJhey  howled  tipon  thehr 
'*  beds.''*  Najr,  hence  fometimes  thehktereft  profeied 
infidels  among  ^ofe  who  bavebeecr  brou^t  up  in  tbft 
kno\dedge  of  the  truths^  of  the  grfpel^iAile  Aey  have  ne- 
ver fecn  their  beauty,  or  felt  their  power. 

But  fo  foon  as  there  is  a  difcovery  of  Ae  glory  of  God 
and  the  univerfal  and  perfeft  obedience  due  from  all  ttt 
him,  this  throws  a  new  light  on  the  tokens  of  a  divine  (fi£> 
pleafure  a^inft  fin,  in  the  works  of  creation  and  protir 
dence.  This  carries  home,  with  irreiiftible  force,  all  dM 
threatenings  of  the  wrath  of  God  againft  finners  iA  Ki 
word.  Their  juftice  is  then  deeply  and  inward!/  ferity 
and  the  finner  begins  to  wonder  at  die  patience  of  a  hH^ 
fuiFering  God,  that  has  not  long  ere  now  made  him  ftti^ 
nument  of  vengeance. 

The  fame  view  it  is  that  not  only  bej^ins,  but  carriiftiB 
and  compfeats  genuine  conviftions  of  fin,  that  filenccMiffl 
objedions,  and  refutes  the  reafcHlings  of  the  carnal  ntfMt 
Every  fincerc  convert  will  have,  in  a  greater  or  leffer  de- 
gree, the  evidence  in  himfelf,  that  his  change  is  (^  fovcf* 
reign  grace.  He  will  probably  be  able  to  recoUeft  in  bow 
many  inftances  his  mind  fct  itfelf  to  oppofe,  and  was  at 
pains  as  it  were  to  colleft  and  muftcr  up  every  objedioii 
againft  the  obligation  and  fanftion  of  the  law  of  God.  The 
objeflions  are  raifed,  firft,  againft  the  neceffity  or  benefit 
of  obedience,  and  then  againft  fuffering  for  obedience,  tifl* 
all  are  borne  down  by  the  fame  almighty  power  which 
fpake  and  it  was  done,  and  which  can  "  lead  captivity  cap. 

tive."  I  cannot  propofe  to  enumerate  all  the  objefti- 
ons,  or  rather,  all  the  forms  in  which  objeflions  may  arife 
in  the  finner's  mind,  when  ftruggling  againft  conviftion; 
but  I  ftiall  mention  a  few  of  them,  and  (how  what  it  is  diat 
^  uft  put  them  to  filence. 

I.  Perhaps  the  finner  will  fay,  alas!  why  fliouldthe 
law  be  fo  extremely  rigorous,  as  to  infift  upon  abfolute  and 
finlefs  obedience  ?  Hard  indeed,  that  it  will  admit  not  of 
any  tranfgreflion,  any  omiflion,  the  leaft  flip,  or  failing  or 
frailty,  but  pronounceth  fo  fevere  a  fentence,  "  Curf<S  is 
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**  every  one  that  continueth  not  in  all  things  which  are 
•*  written  in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them/'*  But  con* 
fider,  I  pray  you,  what  is  the  law,  and  who  is  the  author 
of  the  law.  The  fum  ofall  the  commandments  oftlie  law, 
is,  *'  To  lovethcLord  your  God  with  all  your  heart,  withall 
**  your  foul,  withall  your  mind,  and  with  all  your  llrength." 
Is  this  unreafonable  ?  or,  is  it  too  much  ?  Is  he  not  ia- 
finitely  amiable,  and  abfolutely  perfect  ?  Is  he  not  the 
juft  and  legitimate  objedlof  fupreme  love?  Is  not  every 
defedt  of  love  to  God  eflentially  fmful  ?  and  can  it  be 
ptherwife  confidered  ?  He  is  a  God  of  truth,  who  will  not» 
and  who  cannot  lie.  He  mull  therefore  affert  his  own 
majefty  and  right,  and  fay,  as  in  the  prophet,  **  Is  there  a 
"  God  beGdcs  me  ?  yea,  there  is  no  God ;  I  know  not 
'*  any."f  A  difcovery  of  the  glory  of  God  at  once  filen- 
ces  this  obje£tion,  and  ihows  that  he  aiks  but  his  due ;  and 
as  he  is  the  unchangeable  God,  any  abatement  in  the  de- 
mands of  the  law,  not  only  would  be  unreafonable,  but  is 
in  truth  impoffible. 

2.  Again  the  finner  will  perhaps  fay,  "  But  why  Ihould 
•*  the  fentence  be  fo  fevere  ?  The  law  may  be  right  in  it- 
**•  felf,  but  it  is  hard,  or  even  impoffible  for  me.  I  have 
**  no  ftrength  :  I  cannot  love  the  Lord  with  all  my  heart. 
**"  I  am  altogether  infufficient  for  that  which  is  good."  Oh 
that  you  would  but  confider  what  fort  of  inability  you  are 
under  to  keep  the  commandments  of  God !  Is  it  natural, 
or  is  it  moral  ?  Is  it  really  want  of  ability,  or  is  it  only 
want  of  will  ?  Is  it  any  thing  more  than  the  depravity  and 
corruption  of  your  hearts,  which  is  itfelf  criminal,  and 
the  fource  of  all  aftual  tranfgreffions  ?  Have  you  not  na- 
tural faculties,  and  underilanding,  will,  and  affeclions,  a 
wonderful  frame  of  body,  and  a  variety  of  members  ? 
What  is  it  that  hinders  them  all  from  being  confecrated  to 
God  ?  Are  they  not  as  proper  in  every  refpedl  for  his  fer- 
vice,  as  for  any  bafer  purpofe  ?  When  you  are  command- 
ed to  love  God  with  all  your  heart,  this  furely  is  not  de- 
manding more  than  you  can  pay :  for  if  you  give  it  not  to 
him,  you  will  give  it  to  fomething  elfe,  that  is  far  from  be- 
ing fo  deferving  of  it. 

*  Gal.  iii   10.        t  If*  ^liv-  B. 
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The  law  dm^  iMtimpoflBUeiM  m  fiiift  «nd  proper 
fenfe,  even  to  yw.  *L0t  me  nett  «&  yM,  Is  k  oitreaffin.' 
ible  ?  Does  he  tfk  mny  more  tfaitn  'dl  yoar  hauts  ?  andF 
are  they  not  bis  own  ?  Has  he  not  made  them  forhhnfielf? 
If  not,  let  any  rival  rife  up  and  plead  iiis  title  to  «  ffaare  ? 
Does  he  alk  any  more  than  that  yoa  fliouU  love  him  fa-* 
premely  ?  and  is  he  not «very  way  worthy  of  yourlove'i 
If  he  commanded  you  to  love  what  was  not  amtaUe, 
there  would  be  realbn  ibr  complaint.  By  tracing  the. 
matter  thus  to  its  fource,  we  fise  dw  righteoufnefs  and  tqA- 
ty  of  the  divine  procedoft*  and  that  tiit  law  of  God  isder^ 
fial  and  immuti^le,  as  his  mm  nature.  Wherefore,  ^Ist 
<^  God  be  true,  and  every  man  a  liar.''  All  the  attempt! 
to  impeach  his  conduA  as  fevere,  only  tend  to-flMir 
the  obliquity  and  perverfeneft  of  the  depraved  creahile^' 
and  not  to  diminifli  die  excellence  of  the  all-gloriMti 
Creator.  ** 

While  men  continue  flaves  to  fin,  it  is  abfurd  to  fi^* 

Eofe  they  fhould  acquiefce  in  their  Maker's  authority : 
ut  To  foon  as  any  perfon  difcovers  the  infinite  amiable- 
nefs  of  God,  and  his  obligation  to  love  and  ferve  him, 
his  mouth  will  be  immediately  flopped,  himfelf  and  every 
other  finner  brought  in  inexcufeably  guilty.  He  will  fee 
that  there  is  nothing  to  hinder  his  compliance  with  every 
part  of  his  duty,  but  that  inward  averfion  to  God,  which  is 
the  very  effence  of  fin.  It  is  of  no  confequence  what 
your  natural  powers  are,  whether  thofe  of  an  angel  or  a 
man,  a  philofopher  or  a  clown,  if  foul  and  body,  and  fuch 
powers  as  you  have,  are  but  wholly  devoted  to  God.  Do 
you  fay  this  is  iin|)offible  ?  where  then  lies  the  impofDln- 
lity  of  it,  but  in  your  depraved  inclinations  ? 

But  we  have  not  yet  done  with  the  objeflions ;  the 
moft  formidable  of  all  is  behind.  Perhaps  the  finner  will 
fay.  How  unfortunate  focver  this  inclination  may  be,  I 
brought  it  into  the  world  with  me.  I  derived  it  from  my 
parents  ;  it  is  my  very  nature ;  I  am  not  able  to  refift  it. 
This  brings  in  view  a  fubjedl  far  more  extenCve  than  to 
admit  of  being  fully  handled  here.  We  may  alfo  eafily 
allow,  that  there  is  fomething  in  it  beyond  the  reach  of 
pur  limited  capacity :  but  whatever  be  the  nature  and  cf- 
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feels,  or  manner  of  communicating  original  fin ;  what- 
ever be  the  ufe  made  of  it,  in  accounting  for  events  as  a 
general  caufe ;  if  any  voluntary  agent  hath  nothing  to  of- 
fer  in  oppofuion  to  the  llrongefl  obligation,  but  that  he 
finds  himfelf  utterly  unwilling  to  obey,  it  feems  to  be  an 
excufe  of  a  very  extraordinary  kind.  We  are  fure  that 
no  fuch  excufe  would  be  accepted  by  an  earthly  law- 
giver ;  nor  have  we  the  leaft  reafon  to  think  any  more  re- 
gard will  be  paid  to  it  by  him  "  who  judgeth  righteoufly." 
In  this,  as  in  mod  other  things,  there  is  a  wide  differ- 
ence between  the  fentiments  of  a  hardened  and  a  convin- 
ced fmncr.  The  firft,  who  hath  no  jutt  view  of  the  guilt 
of  his  a£tual  tranfgreffions,  is  always  prone  to  extenuate 
them,  by  introducing  original  fin  as  an  excufe  for  his  con- 
duel :  but  a  finner,  truly  convinced  of  the  evil  of  his  felt 
and  experienced  enmity  againft  God,  makes  ufe  of  his 
early  and  original  depravity  for  his  further  humiliation. 
Thus  the  Pfalmift  David,  when  under  the  exercife  of 
penitence  for  the  complicated  crimes  of  adultery  and  mur- 
^r,  exprefles  himfelf  as  follows:  ^^  Behold,  Iwasfhapen 
**  in  iniquity,  and  in  fin  did  my  mother  conceive  me,"* 
In  whatever  way  it  was  firll  introduced,  it  is  certain  that 
all  averfion  and  oppofition  to  God  mull  be  evil  in  itfelf, 
and  the  fource  of  mifery  to  him  in  whom  it  dwells  ;  for 
all  that  "  are  afar  off  from  him"  fliall  certainly  perifh ; 
and  all  that  continue  unlike  to  him  muil  depart  from  him. 
Without  perplexing  ourfelves  with  debates  about  the  pro- 
priety  or  meaning  of  the  imputation  of  Adam's  firll  fin, 
this  we  may  be  fenfible  of,  that  the  guilt  of  all  inherent 
corruption  muft  be  perfonal,  becaufe  it  is  voluntary  and 
confented  to.  Of  both  thefe  things,  a  difcovery  of  the 
glory  of  God  will  powerfully  convince  the  finner.  "When 
he  feeth  the  infinite  beauty  of  holinefs,  and  the  amiable- 
nefs  of  the  divine  nature,  he  cannot  forbear  crying  out  of 
kimfelf,  "  Woe  is  me,  for  I  am  undone,  becaufe  I  am  a 
"  man  of  unclean  lips,  aiKl  I  dwell  in  the  midft  of  a  pco- 
*'  pie  of  unclean  lips ;  for  mine  eyes  have  fecn  the  King, 
**  the  Lord  of  Hofts."f     As  the  impurity  of  his  heart,  fo 
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the  irregolaritieff  of  hii  life,  wiU  fiarp  bim.io  the  &ce  i 
they  never  appear  lb  hatefuU  as.  whea  hnniq^t  into  conok 
parifop  with  the  divine  holineis  i  amLif  he  ^*  eflay  to  jufit)!. 
^  fy  himrelf,  his  own  mouth  will  coodema  him' -  as  guilty 
firotn  choice. 

Once  iDxxrtj  the  fame  view  will  eflbdnally  con^e,  apd 
fliew  the  vanity  of,  thofe  pretenfions  which  are  derived 
firom  our  own  impeifeA  and  defective  obedienee.  When 
convidion  firft  lays  hold  of  a.  finner,  however  vain  the  at* 
tempt,  he  has  ftili  a  ftrong  inclination  that  righteoufiie^ 
*'  fhould  come  by  the  law.*'  .This  is  not  woocterful  i  Cir 
in  no  (Other  way  can  he  himfelf  have  any  title  to  gI(Hy> 
and  a  thorough  renunciation  of  all  felAintereft,  is  to# 
great  a  {acrifice  to  be  made  at  once.  Hence  he  is  readf 
to  look  with  ibme  meafure  of  iarisia£tion  on  thofe  who  havt 
been  greater  finners  than  htmfelfy  and  iecretly  to  foui4 
his  expedation  of  pardon  for  thofe  fins  he  hath  commil^ 
ted,  on  the  fuperior  heinoufnefs  of  thofe  from  which  HI 
hath  abftained.  Hence  alfo  he  i$  ready  to  hope  he  may 
make  fuiScient  atonement  for  his  paft  fins  by  future 
amendment :  but  a  difcovery  of  the  holinefs  of  God,  and 
the  obligation  to  love  him  "  with  all  the  heart,  and  foul, 
**  and  ftrength,  and  mind,"  foon  deftroys  this  fond  imagi- 
nation.  It  ihews  him  that  he  can  at  no  time  do  more  than 
his  duty ;  that  he  never  can  have  any  abounding  or  foli- 
citing  merit :  nay,  that  a  whole  eternity,  fo  to  fpeak,  of 
perfeft  obedience,  would  do  juft  nothing  at  all  towards 
expiating  the  guilt  of  the  leail  fin.  But  befides  all  thiSi 
the  fame  thing  fliews  him,  that  his  bell  duties  aie  ilained 
with  fuch  fins  and  imperfeflions,  that  he  is  flill  but  ad- 
ding to  the  charge,  inflead  of  taking  from  the  old  fcore; 
for  "  we  are  all  as  an  unclean  thing,  and  all  our  righte- 
**oufneffes  are  but  as  filthy  rags ;  and  we  all  do  fade  as  a 
**  leaf,  and  our  iniquities,  like  the  wind,  have  carried  us 
"  away.***  Thus,  one  after  another,  he  is  llript  of  every 
plea,  however  eagerly  he  may  cleave  to  them,  and  fup- 
port  or  bolfter  up  one,  by  the  addition  of  another.  He 
fees  not  only  his  danger,  but  his  guilt;  not  only  the  fear- 
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fulnefs  of  his  ftate,  but  the  holinefs  and  righteoufnefs  of 
his  judge.  He  lies  down  proRrate  at  the  footftool  of  the 
Almighty,  and  makes  unmerited  mercy  and  fovereign 
grace  the  only  foundation  of  his  hope. 

S  E  C  T.    IV. 

Of  the  degree  of  sorrow  for  sin  in  true  penitents. 

HAVING  thus  confidered  the  proper  fource  of-genu- 
ine  conviftion  and  forrow  for  fin,  it  was  propofed 
next  to  enquire,  to  what  degree  it  mull  be,  in  order  to  a 
faving  change.  The  truth  is,  were  not  this  a  queftion 
often  propofed,  and  the  refolution  of  it  defired  by  ferious 
perfons,  the  weakeft  of  whom  deferve  all  attention  and  re- 
gard  from  every  minifter  of  Chrift,  I  Ihould  have  left  it 
altogether  untouched.  The  reafon  of  this  obfervation  is, 
that  I  am  perfuaded,  and  take  the  prefent  opportunity  of 
affirming  it,  that  the  chief  diftinftion  between  convidlions 
genuine  or  falutary,  and  fuch  as  are  only  tranfitory  and 
fruidefs,  does  not  lie  in  their  ftrength  and  violence,  (6 
fliuch  as  their  principle  and  fource,  which  has  been  for- 
merly explained. 

There  is  often  as  great,  or,  perhaps,  it  may  be  fafely 
fsud  there  is  often  a  greater  degree  of  terror  in  perfons 
brought  under  occafional  convidtions,  which  are  after- 
wards fruitlefs,  than  in  others,  in  whom  they  are  the  in- 
troduction to  a  faving  change.  It  is  probable  that  the  hor- 
ror of  mind  which  pofleflbd  Cain  after  his  brither's  mur- 
der, was  of  the  molt  terrible  kind.  It  is  probable  that  the 
humiliation  of  Ahab,  after  he  had  caufed  Naboth  to  be 
deftroyed  by  falfe  evidence,  and  was  threatened  with  a 
dreadful  vifitation,  was  exceeding  great.  It  is  probable 
that  the  mere  pafTion  of  fear  in  either  of  thefe  criminals 
was  equal,  if  not  fuperior,  to  the  fear  of  any  true  penitent 
recorded  in  fcripture.  It  is  the  principle  that  diftinguiih- 
es  their  nature.  It  is  the  differing  principle  that  produces 
oppofite.effedls.  The  one.  is  alarmed  and  trembles  through 
fear  of  wrath  from  an  irrefiftible  and  incenfed  God ;  the 
other  is  truly  fenfible  of  fin  in  all  its  malignity,  and  fears 
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the  fandion  of  a  righteous,  but  violated  law.     The  one;  ^ 
feels  himfelf  a  miferable  creature ;  the  other  confefles  him-  ' 
felf  a  guilty  finnen     The  one  is  temfied*  and  the  other  is 
humbled. 

It  is  fome  doubt  with  me,  whether  in  iruitlefs  convicti- 
ons there  is  any  fenfe  at  all  of  fin,  as  fuch  ;  I  mean,  as 
truly  meriting  punifhment  firom  a  juft  and  holy  God. 
Such  perfons  ordinarily  are  difpleafed  at  the  bolinefs  of 
God^s  nature,  and  murmur  at  the  ftri£tnefs  of  his  law ; 
and  therefore,  however  much  they  may  dread  fufierin^ 
here  or  hereafter,  they  cannot  be  faid  to  be  convinced  of 
fin.  We  have  feen  fome  who,  when  affliftions  brought  . 
their  fins  to  remembrance,  were  but  driven  on,  by  defpair,. 
to  higher  degrees  of  guilt,  and,  the  more  they  feemed  to 
fear  the  approaching  judgment  of  God,  only  increafed 
in  the  impatience  of  blafpheming  rage.  -^  ^ 

However,  as  there  is  a  great  meafure  of  deceit  in  th^  \ 
human  heart,  fome  may  be  ready  to  flatter  themfelves,  oa  * 
the  one  hand,  that  they  have  feen  the  evil  of  fin  in  itfelf ; 
and  fome,  on  the  otiier,  to  fear  that  they  have  not  feen  it 
as  they  ought,  becaufe  their  forrow  has  not  rifen  to  the 
requifite  degree.  Many  have  exprcflcd  uneafinefs  that 
they  never  mourned  for  fia  in  a  manner  correfponding 
to  the  ftrong  fcripture  declarations  of  its  odious  and  hate- 
ful nature,  or  to  the  following  dcfcription  of  gofpel  peni- 
tents :  "  And  I  will  pour  upon  the  houfe  of  David,  and 
"  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem,  die  fpirit  of  grace  and 
"  fupplication,  andthey  flialllook  upon  me  whom  tiiey  have 
"  pierced,  and  they  Ihall  mourn  for  him  as  one  mourneth 
**  for  his  only  fon,  and  fliall  be  in  bitternefs  for  him,  as 
*'  one  that  is  in  bitternefs  for  his  firft  born."*  For  this 
reafon  I  fliall  make  an  obfcr\'ation  or  two  on  the  degree  of 
forrow  for  fin  in  true  penitents,  which  may  enable  us  to 
judge  in  every  queftion  of  the  fame  nature. 

I.  One  thing,  in  general,  mufl:  be  carefuUy  remember- 
ed,  that  we  ought  not  to  lay  down  one  rule  for  all  perfons. 
We  are  not  to  meafure  the  forrow  of  any  true  penitent, 
and  make  a  ftandard  from  it  for  the  effedts  or  expreffions 
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of  forrow  in  any  other.  The  ftrength  of  all  the  paffions, 
and  their  readinefs  to  exprefs  themfelves,  is  greater  natu- 
cally  in  fonie  than  in  others.  There  is  nothing  of  which 
men  may  be  more  fenfible  from  daily  experience.  Love 
and  hatred,  joy  and  grief,  defire  and  averfion,  ihew  thern^ 
felves  by  much  more  violent  emotions  in  fome  than  in 
others.  It  would  be  wrong,  therefore,  to  reduce  all  to 
one  rule,  and  none  ought  to  look  upon  it  as  a  juft  caufe  of 
difquiet,  that  they  have  not  had  the  fame  degree  or  depth 
of  diilrefs  and  anguilh,  which  others  have  had,  of  whom 
they  have  read  or  heard*  Another  circumdance  may  alfo 
be  the  occafion  ofdiverfity.  In  fome,  convictions  may 
have  been  more  early  and  gradual,  and,  therefore,  Icfs  vi- 
olent and  fenfible.  It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  Samuel, 
whofe  very  conception  was  the  anfwer  of  prayer,  who  was 
called  from  his  mother's  womb,  and  ferved  in  the  temple 
from  his  being  a  child,  fhould  have  experienced  the  fame 
depth  of  humiliation  with  fuch  as  Manafleh,  for  example, 
who  had  been  guilty  of  many  atrocious  crimes,  and  conti- 
nued long  in  a  hardened  and  infenfible  ilate.  Therefore, 
2,  Suffer  me  to  obferve,  that  the  great  and  principal 
evidence  of  a  proper  degree  of  conviction  and  forrow  for 
iin,  is  its  permanency  and  pra£tical  influence.  Genuine 
conviction  is  not  a  flafli  of  fervor,  however  ftrong,  but  a 
deep,  abiding,  and  governing  principle,  which  will  (hew 
ks  ftrengdi,  by  its  habitual  power  over  its  oppofite.  Every 
true  penitent  will  join  in  thefe  words  of  Elihu  :  '*  Surely 
**  it  is  meet  to  be  faid  unto  God,  I  have  borne  chaflife- 
*^  ment,  I  will  not  offend  any  more ;  that  which  I  fee 
•*  not,  teach  thou  me  ;  if  I  have  done  iniquity,  I  will  do 
**  no  more."*  Nothing  elfe  will  be  a  furacient  evidence 
of  penitence,  where  this  is  wanting  ;  and  where  this  is 
the  cafe,  nothing  can  be  wanting  that  is  really  neceflary. 
This  may,  perhaps,  as  I  obferved  on  another  part  of  this 
difcourfe,  be  thought  too  general,  but  I  am  perfuaded  it 
is  the  only  fafc  ground  to  build  upon,  according  to  the 
icriptures.  Every  other  claim  of  relation  will  be  rejefled 
at  lad  by  our  Savbur  and  Judge,  as  he  hath  plainly  told 

*  Job  xxxiv.  31,  33. 
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us :  *^  Not  every  ene  that  faith  Unto  me.  Lend,  lord,  fhall 
^^  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven ;  but  he  that  doth  the 
*^  will  of  my  fiuher  which  is  in  heaven.  Many  will  fay 
*^  to  me  in  that  day.  Lord,  lord,  have  we  not  prophefied 
*^  in  thy  name  ?  and  in  thy  name  caft  out  devils  ?  and  \tk 
"  thy  name  done  many  wonderful  works  ?  And  then  will 
'^  I  profefs  unto  them,  I  never  knew  you,  depait  from  m«t 
**  ye  diat  work  iniquity.*** 

Would  any  know,  therefinre,  whether  their  forrow  fair 
fin  hath  been  to  the  requifite  degree,  let  me  intreat  them 
to  fuffer  confcience  to  anfwer  ^sneftly  to  the  foUowmg 
interrogatories*  Has  your  conviQion  of  fin  been  fttdl  at 
to  make  you  abhor  and  hate  it  in  every  form  ?  Hktll  it 
been  luch  as  to  make  you  refolve  upon  a  thorough  and 
perpetual  feparation  from  your  once  beloved  pleafurait 
Does  it  make  you  ready  to  examine  the  lawfulnefs  of  evew 
purfuit,  and  to  abflain  even  from  every  doubtful  or  ftl 
pe£led  praQice  ?  Is  there  no  known  fin  that  you  are  dtft^ 
rous  to  excufe  or  palliate,  fludious  to  conceal,  or  willing 
to  fpare  ?  Remember  this  neccffary  caution  of  our  Savi- 
our :  "  And  if  thy  right  eye  offend  thee,  pluck  it  out,  and 
"  caft  it  from  thee  :  for  it  is  profitable  for  thee  that  one 
"  of  thy  members  fliould  perifh,  and  not  that  thy  whole 
"  body  fhould  be  caft  into  hell.  And  if  thy  right  hand 
"  offend  thee,  cut  it  off,  and  caft  it  from  thee  ;  for  it  is 
*'  profitable  for  thee  that  one  of  thy  members  (hould  pe- 
"  rifh,  and  not  that  thy  whole  body  fhould  be  caft  into 
"  hell."f  Is  there  no  fin,  however  long  praftifed,  or 
however  greatly  delighted  in  ;  is  there  no  fin,  however 
gainful  or  honorable,  but  you  defire  liberty  from  its  en- 
flaving  power,  as  well  as  deliverance  from  its  condemn- 
ing guilt  ?  Is  there  no  part  of  the  law  of  God,  of  the  duty 
and  charafterof  a  Chriftian,  however  ungrateful  to  a  co- 
vetous heart,  however  defpifed  by  a  fcorning  world,  but 
you  acknowledge  its  obligation  ?  Would  you,  indeed, 
rather  be  holy  than  great  ?  Do  you  rather  choofe  perfe- 
cution  with  the  people  of  God,  than  to  enjoy  the  pleafures 
of  fin  for  a  feafon  ?     See  what  terms  Chrift  makes  with 

•  MatU  vii.  21,  22,  23.         f  Malt.  v.  29,  CO. 
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his  difciplcs :  "  If  any  man  will  come  after  me,  let  him 
**  deny  himfelf,  and  take  up  his  crofs,  and  follow  me  : 
"  for  whofoever  will  fave  his  life  Ihall  lofe  it,  and  whofo- 
"  ever  Will  lofe  his  life,  for  my  fake,  (hall  find  it."* — 
Upon  the  whole,  inftead  of  finding  fault  with  the  duty  or 
lot  of  God's  children,  can  you  truly  fay,  "  O  that  there 
**  were  fuch  an  heart  in  me  that  I  could  keep  his  ftatutes ! 
«*  The  law  of  the  Lord  is  perfeftly  holy.  The  paths  of 
•*  the  Lord  toward  me  have  been  infinitely  gracious.  My 
**  heart  only  is  exceeding  finful.  O  Lord,  write  thy  law 
**  in  my  heart,  and  put  it  in  my  inward  parts :  give  me 
**  a  new  heart  and  a  new  fpirit,  and  caufe  me  to  walk  in 
"  thy  ftatutes,  and  keep  thy  judgments,  and  do  them." 

3.  It  is  an  excellent  evidence  of  conviction's  being 
right  both  in  principle  and  in  degree,  when  the  penitent 
hath  a  greater  fear  of  fin  than  of  fuffering.  As  the  great 
fource  of  genuine  conviftion  of  fin  is  a  fenfe  of  its  evil  in 
itfelf,  rather  than  an  apprehenfion  of  its  confequences 
even  in  the  life  to  come,  there  is  no  way  in  which  this 
will  difcover  itfelf  more  diftindly,  than  in  the  views  we 
have  of  fin,  and  fufiering  in  the  prefent  (late.  Whether 
do  you  grieve  moft  heartily  for  fin,  or  for  worldly  lofles  ? 
Which  of  them  do  you  avoid  with  the  greateft  folicitude 
and  care  ?  Will  not  this  Ihow  what  it  is  that  lies  neareft 
your  hearts,  and  hath  the  diminion  there  ?  Will  not  this 
fliow  it  in  a  manner  that  muft  be  convincing  even  to  your- 
felves,  and  leave  no  room  to  reply  ?  Alas  !  how  heavy 
a  fentcnce  does  this  carry  againft  many  profefling  Chrifti- 
ans  ?  How  great  their  anxiety  about  the  things  of  time, 
how  little  about  the  concerns  of  eternity  ?  How  carefully 
will  they  obferve  the  increafe  or  decreafe  of  their  trade  and 
opulence  ?  But  how  little  attention  will  they  pay  to  the 
growth  or  decay  of  religion  in  their  hearts  l^  ITiey  will 
dread  the  arts,  and  fly  from  the  (bciety  of  a  fraudulent 
dealer,  but  will  fufpeft  no  danger  while  their  ears  are  drink- 
jng  in  the  poifon  of  licentious  or  impure  converfation. 
The  lofsof  a  child,  or  the  lofs  of  their  fubftance,  opprefles 
thcni  with  forrow,  while  even  the  commiflion  of  grofs  fin, 
if  concealed  from  the  world,  produces  a  refleftion  fcarce- 
ly  felt,  and  fpeedily  forgotten. 

•  Matt,  xvi.  24. 
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I  have  raid,  indbed,  above,  that  iH  pafona  are  not 
equally  ruTceptible  iji  violent  emotiMt  of  any  kind.  Bat 
what  fliall  be  (aid  of  the  fame  peffons,  whd  have  the  flnxng- 
eft  paflions  on  every  other  ful^eA,  and  nodmif;  but  cold- 
nefs  and  indifierence  in  matters  of  itifigion  ?  What  flmll 
be  faid  of  the  fame  perfena,  who  are  eafily  and  deeply  a£> 
feaed  with  all  temporal  fuftringa^  and  yet  are  but  rerr 
fligbtly  ^aed  with  a  fenfe  of  the  evil  of  fin  ?  Whofe 
tears  flow  readily  and  copioully  over  a  dying  friend,  but 
have  no  tears  at  ail  to  (hed  over  a  dying  Saviour  ?  -  Doe« 
this  at  all  correfpond  with  the  defcription  given  hffba 
prophet,  '^  of  mourning  as  for  an  only  fon  ?**  In  whieb 
penitential  forrow  is  compared  to  the  mod  fevere  and  tiu 
quifiie  of  all  human  cabmiities.  I  muft,  however,*  -<)b» 
ferx'c,  that  temporal  fufierings  are  ordinarily  attended  iMl 
aggravated  by  fenfible  images,  and  arealfofometimes  fym^ 
den  and  unexpeded,  on  both  which  accounts  they  nitif 
more  powerfijlly  call  fordi  the  expreffions  of  forrow  Md 
fympathy.  But  it  is  not  difficult  to  judge  which  of  thetai 
dwells  moft  heavily  upon  the  mind,  which  of  them  would 
be  firft  avoided  by  the  deliberate  choice  of  the  heart. 
Every  true  penitent  does  certainly  fee  fin  to  be  the  great- 
eft  of  all  evils,  and  will  difcover  this  by  comparilon  with 
ail  the  other  evils  of  which  he  hath  at  prefent  any  know- 
ledge  or  experience. 

4.  I  (hall  only  mention  one  other  evidence  of  convic* 
tion*s  being  to  a  proper  degree,  which  is  when  a  fenfe  of 
the  evil  of  fin  is  Hill  growing,  inftead  of  diminifliing.  This 
will  be  found  cflentially  to  diftinguidi  a  fenfe  of  the  evil  of 
fin  in  itfelf,  from  9  mere  terror  of  God's  power  in  taking 
vengeance  on  the  finncr.  Time  gradually  weakens  the 
one,  but  knowledge,  and  even  the  mercy  of  God,  conti- 
nues to  incrtfife  the  other.  When  a  finncr  is  brought  un- 
der  great  conviftions,  it  is  a  ftate  fo  painful  and  diftrcfF- 
ing,  that  it  cannot  continue  long.  Some  kind  of  peace 
-  muft  of  neceffity  fucceed.  Either  he  ftifles  his  conviftions^ 
hidcc  the  danger  by  ftiutting  his  own  eyes,  and  returns  to 
bis  former  fecurity  and  licentionfnefs  of  praftice  ;  or  he 
does  fome  things  for  a  time,  to  quiet  the  cries  of  confci- 
ence,  and  lay  a  foundation  for  future  peace ;  or,  lafily,  he 
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returns  to  God  through  Chriil,  by  true  repentance,  and 
continues  to  ferve  him  in  newnefs  of  life. 

Tlie  firft  of  thefe  cafes  needs  no  illuilration ;  the  fenie 
of  fin  in  all  fuch  perfons  being  not  fo  properly  weakened 
as  deftroyed.  In  the  fecond,  the  finner  is  under  great  re- 
llraints  for  a  feafon,  but,  when  the  terror  is  over,  his  obe- 
dience and  diligence  is  immediately  relaxed.  This  ihows 
plainly,  that  he  had  no  fmcere  or  cordial  afTedion  to  the 
law  of  God,  but  was  afraid  of  his  power.  It  fliews  that 
his  conviflions  never  were  of  a  right  kind,  and,  therefore, 
it  is  no  wonder  their  ftrengih  Ihould  decay.  But,  in  eve- 
ry true  penitent,  a  fcnfe  of  fm  not  only  continues,  but  dai- 
ly  increafes.  His  growing  difcovery  of  the  glory  of  God, 
points  out  more  clearly  to  him  his  own  corruption  and  de- 
pravity, both  in  its  quantity  and  its  malignity,  fo  to  fpeak. 
The  very  mercies  of  God,  whatever  delight  or  fweetnefs 
they  afford,  take  nothing  away  from  his  fenfe  of  the  evil 
of  his  doings,  but  rather  melt  him  down  in  penitential  for- 
row.  They  ferve  to  cover  him  with  confufion  at  his  own 
unworthinefs,  and  to  fill  him  with  wonder  at  the  divine 
patience  and  condefcenfion. 

The  firft  work  of  a  convinced  finner  is,  to  mourn  over 
the  grofs  enormities  of  a  profligate  life,  or  a  life  devoted 
to  worldly  purfuits.  And  his  continued  employment  af- 
ter  converfion  is,  to  refift  and  wreftle  with  that  inherent 
corruption  which  was  hidden  from  his  view  before,  but  be- 
comes, daily  more  and  more  fenfible.  So  true  is  this,  that 
I  have  known  many  inftances  in  which  the  moft  genuine 
expreifions  of  felf-abafement  happening  to  fell  from  aged 
experienced  Chriftians,  have  appeared  to  others  as  little 
better  than  affedlation.  They  were  not  able  to  conceive 
the  propriety  of  thefe  fentimenis,  which  long  acquaintance 
with  God  and  with  ourfelves  doth  naturally  and  infallibly 
infpire. 

From  thefe  remarks,  let  me  beg  the  reader  to  judge  of 
the  reality  and  progrefs  of  the  fpiritual  life.  I>oes  your 
ienfe  of  the  evil  of  fin  not  only  continue,  but  grow  ?  Do 
you  now  fee  fin  in  many  things  which  you  never  fuf|3e£ted 
before  ?  Do  you  fee  more  of  the  boldnefs,  ingratitude, 
and  ibttiib  foUy  of  finners  and  defpifers  of  God  ?  Are  you 
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daily  making  new  difcoveriea  of  the  jrapity^fenfualityt  and 
trrachery  of  youc  ova  hearts  i  Be  not  difcourag«d  at  it^ 
but  humbled  by  it.  Let  it  empty  yoa  of  all  felf-efteem 
and  felf-^pendence,  and  give  yoo  aiiigher  rdifh.bf  the 
gofpel  of  peace.  The  fubllance  of  the  gofpel  is  ^  ialvati- 
^^  on  to  the  chief  of  finners,  by  the  riches  of  divine  grace^ 
^'  and  Che  fan£tification  of  your  polluted  natures  by  the 
*'  power  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.''  T 

As  I  would  willingly  gives  as  much  imformalion  and 
inilru&ion  as  poiEble,  I  £all,  before  quittnig  this  part,  of 
the  fubje^  fpeak  a  few  words  of  a  pretty  extraordinaiy 
opinion  to  be  found  in  fome  of  the  praiCtical  writers  of  dja 
lad  age.  It  fs,  that  genuine  convi^on,  and  the  ibol^ 
luhjedlion  to  God,  ou^t  to  be  carried  fo  far  in  every  traq 
penitent,  as  to  m J^  him  willing*  fatisfied,  and,  fbme  &f^ 
even  ''  pleafed,''  that  God  Ihould  glorify  his  juftice  in  Uft 
everlafling  peixlition.  This  is  b  repugnant  to  natmnri^ 
and  to  that  very  folicitude  about  our  eternal  happne&i 
by  which  the  confcience  is  firft  laid  hold  of,  that  it  appears 
to  be  utterly  impoffible.  There  have  been  many  to  whom 
this  requilition  has  given  inexpreffible  concern,  has  beep 
a  daily  fnare  to  their  confcience,  and  an  obllrudtion  to 
their  peace.  There  is  fuch  an  infeparable  conneftion  be- 
tween our  duty  .and  happinefs,  that  the  que  (lion  fliould 
never  have  been  moved  ;  but,  for  the  fatistadtion  of  thofe 
who  may  have  met,  or  may  (lill  meet  with  it  in  authors, 
otherwife  defervedly  efreemed.  I  (hall  make  fome  remarks 
which  I  hope  will  either  explain  it  in  a  found  fenfe.  or 
fliew  it  to  be  at  bottom  falfe. 

Men  do  often  difFer  more  in  words  than  in  fubftance. 
Perhaps  what  thcfe  authors  chiefly  mean,  is  no  more  than 
what  has  been  explained  above  at  confiderable  length,  viz. 
That  the  finner  finds  himfelf  without  excufe,  his  "  mouth 
**  is  flopped,"  he  feeth  the  bolinefs  of  the  law,  he  con- 
feffeth  die  juftice  of  the  fentence,  he  quits  every  claim  but 
mercy.  Thus  he  may  be  faid  to  abfolve  or  juftify  God, 
though  he  ihould  leave  him  to  perifti  for  ever.  So  far, 
I  apprehend,  it  is  undeniably  juft ;  otherwife,  the  very 
foundation  of  the  gofpel  is  overthrown,  and  falvation  is  not 
**  of  grace,^  but  "  of  debt."    If  we  impartially  examine 
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the  word  mercy,  and  the  many  ilrong  declarations  in 
fcripture  of  our  obligations  to  God  for  the  gift  of  eternal 
life,  we  (hall  find  that  they  cannot,  confidently,  imply 
lefs,  than  that  the  finner  '*  deferved,'*  and  was  liable,  to 
**  eternal  death." 

But  to  carry  the  thing  farther,  and  to  fay  that  the  peni- 
tent muft  be  pleafcd  and  fatisfied  with  damnation  itfelf, 
as  he  is  pleafed  with  fuflering  in  another  view,  as  it  is  his 
heavenly  Father's  fandVified  rod,  appears  to  me  to  be  at 
once  unnatural,  unreafonable,  unlawful,  and  impoffible. 
It  is  plainly  contrary  to  that  defire  of  our  own  happinefs 
which  is  fo  deeply  implanted  in  our  natures,  and  which 
feems  to  be  infeparable  from  a  rational  creature.  No  fuch 
thing  is,  either  direftly  or  confcquentially,  afferted  in  the 
holy  fcriptures,  which  fo  often  urge  us  to  a  due  care  of  our 
own  bed  interefts.  "  Wherefore,  fays  the  prophet,  do 
•*  you  fpend  your  money  for  that  which  is  not  bread,  and 
**  your  labor  for  that  which  fatisfieth  not  ?  Hearken  dili- 
**  gently  unto  me,  and  eat  ye  that  which  is  good,  and  let 
•*  your  foul  delight  itfelf  in  fatnefs.  Incline  your  ear,  and 
•*  come  unto  me,  hear,  and  your  fouls  fliall  live,  and  I 
*'  will  make  an  everlafling  covenant  with  you,  even  the 
"  fare  mercies  of  David."*  Further,  the  propofitioa 
feems  to  me  neceffarily  to  imply  an  impoflibility  in  itfelf. 
For  what  is  damnation  ?  It  is  to  be  for  ever  feparated  from, 
and  deprived  of,  the  fruition  of  God.  Is  this  then,  a  du- 
tiful object  either  of  defire  or  acquiefcence  ?  It  is  to  hate 
God  and  blafpheme  his  name,  as  well  as  to  be  banifhed 
from  his  prefcnce.  Can  this  be  tolerable  to  any  true  pe- 
nitent ?  or  is  k  reconcileable  to,  or  confident  with,  fub- 
je£tton  to  his  righteous  will  ?  Can  any  creature  be  fuppo- 
fcd  to  pleafc  God,  by  giving  up  all  hope  of  his  favor  ?  Or 
is  it  lefs  abfurd  than  "  difobeying"  him  from  a  fenfe  of 
**  duty,"  and  *'  hating"  him  from  a  principle  of  "  love  ?" 

We  muft,  therefore,  carefully  feparate  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  divine  juftice,  and  moft  unconditional  fubje£tion 
to  the  divine  fovereignty,  from  an  abfolute  defpair,  or  gi- 
ving up  all  hope  in  the  divine  mercy.     We  have  a  very 

•  Ifa.  Iv.  2,  3. 


beautiful  fcripture  inllance  of  huAlbfe^  yet  perfifting  iia* 
portunity,  in  the  woman  of  Canaan,  who  met  with  many 
repulfes^  conleftd  the  joftice  of  every  tlung  thai  made 
againft  her,  and  yet  continued  to  mg^  her  ploi.  Neither 
is  there  any  di&rence  between  the  way  in  which  flie  fop- 
plicated  of  the  Saviour  a  cure  for  her  diftrefled  daughter, 
and  the  way  in  which  an  awakened  finner  will  implore 
irom  the  fame  Saviour  more  necefiary  relief  to  an  afffidled 
confcience.  ^<  Andbehold  a  woman  of  Canaan  came  oul 
^^  of  die  fame  coafia,  and  cried  unto  him,  faying,  Hftve 
^  mercy  on  me,  O  Lordi  thou  fon  of  David,  my  dau^itar 
^^  is  grievoufly  vexed  with  a  devil.  But  he  anfwered  her 
''  not  a  word.  And  his  difciples  came  and  befought  lumV 
^  ikying.  Send  her  away,  for  flie  crieth  after  us.  But  ht 
^^  anfwered  and  fiud,  I  am  not  fent  but  unto  the  loft  Omf* 
*^  of  the  houie  of  Ifrael.  Then  came  flie  and  worfliippeS^ 
**  him,  faying.  Lord  help  roe.  But  be  anfwered  and  laiflt^ 
^  It  is  not  meet  to  take  the  children's  bread  and  caft  it  td^. 
**  dogs.  And  fhe  faid.  Truth,  Lord,  yet  the  dogs  eat  of 
^  the  crumbs  which  fall  from  their  matter's  table.  Then 
"  Jefus  anfwered  and  faid  unto  her,  O  woman,  great  is 
**  thy  faith  ;  be  it  unto  thee  even  as  thou  wilt."*  I  fhall 
conclude  with  mentioning  an  inflance  of  a  fimilar  charac- 
ter in  a  foreigner  of  eminent  llation,  who  had  been  a  great 
profligate,  and  afterwards  became  a  great  pcnitent.f  He 
compofed  a  little  piece  of  poetry  after  his  converfion,  the 
leading  fentiment  of  which  was  what  I  have  recommended 
above,  and  in  his  own  language  was  to  the  following  pur- 
pofe :  "  Great  God,  thy  judgments  are  full  of  righteouf- 
**  nefs,  thou  takeft  pleafure  in  the  exercife  of  mercy ;  but 
^^  I  have  tinned  to  fuch  a  height,  that  juftice  demands 
"  my  deftruftion,  and  mercy  itfelf  feems  to  folicit  my  per- 
^^  dition.  Difdain  my  tears,  (Irike  the  blow,  and  execute 
<^  thy  judgment.  I  am  willing  to  fubmit,  and  adore,  even 
**  in  perifhing,  the  equity  of  thy  procedure.  But  on 
^^  what  place  will  the  ftroke  fall,  that  is  not  covered  with 
''the  blood  of  Chrift?" 

•  Matth.  XV.  22—28.  t  Des  Barreaux. 
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SECT.     V. 

Aiccptofice  of  salvation  through  the  cross  of  Chr'.st. 

THE  next  great  ftep  in  a  fmner's  change  is  a  difcove- 
ry  and  acceptance  of  falvation  from  fin  and  mifery 
through  Jefus  Chrift.  This  is  the  laft  and  finiftiing  ftep 
of  the  glorious  work.  When  this  is  attained,  the  change 
is  compleated,  the  new  nature  is  fully  formed  in  all  its 
parts.  The  fpiritual  feed  is  implanted,  and  h?th  taken 
root ;  and  it  will  arrive  by  degrees,  in  every  veffel  of  mer- 
cy, to  that  meafure  of  maturity  and  ftrength,  that  it  pleaf- 
cth  God  each  (hall  pofltifs  before  he  be  carried  hence. 

It  is  eafy  to  fee,  that  convi^ftion  of  fin  which  hath  been 
before  illuftrated,  prepares  and  paves  the  way  for  a  difco- 
vtry  and  acceptance  of  falvation  by  Chrift.  Before  con- 
vidion  of  fin,  or  when  conviftion  is  but  imperfefil,  the  gof- 
pel  of  Chrift,  and  particularly  the  doftrine  of  the  crofs, 
almoft  conftantly  appears  to  be  fooli'ftmefs.  Or  if,  as 
fometimes  happens,  education  and  example  prompts  the 
finner  to  fpeak  with  fome  degree  of  reverence  of  the  name, 
charader  and  undertaking  of  a  Saviour,  there  is  no  dif- 
tinft  perception  of  the  meaning,  nor  any  inward  relifti  of 
thefweetnefs  of  the  falutary  truths.  But  thofe  who  have 
been  **  wounded  in  their  fpirits,  and  grieved  in  their 
**  minds,"  begin  to  perceive  their  uufpeakable  importance 
and  value.  That  myftery  which  was  hid  from  ages  and 
generations,  begins  to  open  upon  the  foul  in  its  luftre  and 
glory.  The  helplefs  and  hopelefs  ftate  of  the  finner  makes 
kirn  eameftly  and  anxioufly  enquire,  whether  there  is  any 
way  to  efcape,  whether  there  is  any  door  of  mercy  or  of 
bope.  He  fays,  with  the  awakened  and  trembling  jailor, 
'*  What  muft  I  do  to  be  faved  ?"*  And  with  the  Pfalmift, 
•*  Innumerable  evils  have  compaffed  me  about,  mine  ini- 
^*  quities  have  taken  hold  upon  me,  fo  that  I  am  not  able 
*^.  to  look  up ;  they  are  more  than  the  hairs  of  mine  head, 
•••therefore  my  heart  faileth  me.f  I  have  no  excufe  to 
••  offer,  nor  any  ftielter  to  fly  to :  the  works,  the  word, 

•  ASls  xtL  ao.         t  PiU-  3^-  12. 
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*<  and  the  providenceof  God, feem all  to  be  up  in  arms 
^'  a^ainft  me,  and  have  inclofed  me  as  an  enemy  to  bim» 
^^  O  how  fiuufula  thi^gis  it  to fidl  into  the  bands  of  the 
*'  living  God !  Who  Audi  dwell  with  devouring  fire  ?  Who 
^^  ihall  dwell  with  «ver)afting  burnings  ?  Is  there  no  prof- 
'^  pe6t  of  relief?  lathere  no  balm  in  Gikad  ?  Is  there  no^ 
<'  phyfician  there  ?  Wonderful  has  been  my  paft  blindnefs! 
^^  I  have  awakened  as  out  of  a  dream,  and  find  myfelf 
*^  haftening  &ft  to  the  pit  of  deftru6Uon.  What  would  I 
^  not  do,  what  would  I  not  give  for  good  ground  to  be* 
^^  lleve  that  my  guilt  were  taken  away,  and  my  peace 
'' made  with  God?** 

With  what  eagemefa  and  eameftnels,  hitherto  unknowi!. 
does  the  finner  now  enquire  after  the  way  to  life  ?  With 
what  folicitude  does  he  ^*  go  forth  by  the  footfteps  of  thct 
'^  flock,  and  feed  befide  the  ibepherds  tents."  The  fidi^ 
baths,  and  ordinances,  aud  word  of  God,  are  now  quiia* 
diflerent  things  firom  what  they  were  beifore.  No  moit 
wafte  of  that  facred  tinie  in  bufinefs  or  in  play.  No  moieT 
ferenity  of  heart,  becaufe  he  had  been  regularly  and  con- 
ilantly  at  church,  but  an  aflonifliing  view  of  the  fins  of 
his  holy  things ;  carelefs,  formal,  heartlefs  worfhip.  He 
cries  out  with  the  Pfalmift,  "  Lord,  if  thou  Ihouldft  mark 
"  iniquity,  who  fliall  (land.*'  No  more  indifferent,  floth- 
ful,  difdainful  hearing  the  word.  No  more  critical  hear- 
ing the  word,  that  he  may  commend  the  ability,  or  deride 
the  weaknefs  of  the  preacher.  With  what  concern  does 
he  hang  upon  the  facred  meffage,  to  fee  if  there  be  any 
thing  upon  which  he  can  lay  hold  ?  He  then  hears  that 
"  God  is  in  Chritt,  reconciling  the  world  to  himfelf."  The 
very  news  of  falvation,  the  bare  mention  of  pardon,  is  now 
a  joyful  found.  It  roufes  his  attention,  it  awakens  his 
curiofity,  and  he  fets  himfelf  to  weigh  and  ponder  the  im- 
portant intimation.  He  hears  that  "  God  fo  loved  the 
"  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whofo- 
"  ever  believeth  in  him  ihould  not  perifli,  but  have  ever- 
"  lading  life.  For  God  fent  not  his  Son  into  the  world 
"  to  condemn  the  world,  but  that  the  world  through  him 
"  might  be  faved.*  Is  there  then,**  fays  he,  "  hope  of 
*  John  iii.  16,  17. 
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**  mercy  with  God,  whom  I  have  fo  long  forgotten,  and  fo 
**  greatly  offended  ?  hath  he  indeed  loved  a  guilty  world  ? 
**  hath  he  loved  them  in  fo  amazing  a  manner,  as  to  fend 
**  his  only  begotten  Son  to  fave  them  from  deftruftion  ? 
"  How  great  is  the  giver,  how  wonderful  the  gift,  and 
**  how  undeferving  the  objefts  of  his  love  ?" 

Here  perhaps  a  difficulty  may  occur.  "  It  may  be  fo,'* 
lays  the  foul ;  *'  but  are  all  the  children  of  Adam  the  ob- 
"  je£ts  of  divine  love  ?  Shall  every  finner  be  partaker  of 
"  divine  mercy  ?  Surely  not.  How  then  are  they  diftin- 
**  guiflied  ?  Perhaps  he  intends  only  to  fave  a  few  of  tlie 
•'  leaft  unworthy,  and  to  glorify  his  jullice  and  feverity  in 
**  the  condemnation  of  the  mofl  eminently  guilty.  What 
'*  then  have  I  reafon  to  expedl  ?  None,  none,  none  of  any 
"  rank  fo  criminal  as  I.  I  have  finned  early,  and  I  have 
^  iinned  long.  I  have  fmned  againfl  the  clearefl  light  and 
**  knowledge.  I  have  finned  againfl  innumerable  mer- 
**  cies.  I  have  finned  againfl  the  threatenings  of  God's 
"  word,  the  rebukes  of  his  providence,  the  checks  of  my 
•*  own  confcience,  and  the  unwearied  pains  and  diligence 
"  of  miniflers  and  parents.  I  have  burfl  every  bond,  and 
**  torn  in  pieces  every  reflraining  tie."  How  many  gra- 
cious promifes  prefent  themfclves  immediately  to  extin- 
guiih  this  fear  ?  "  Come  now,  and  let  us  reafon  together, 
**  faith  the  Lord ;  though  your  fins  be  as  fcarlet,  they  fliall 
•*  be  as  white  as  fiiow  ;  though  they  be  red  like  crimfon, 
**  they  fliall  be  as  wool ;  if  ye  be  willing  and  obedient,  ye 
"  fliall  eat  the  good  of  the  land.* — Him  that  cometh  unto 
**  me,  I  will  in  no  wife  cafl  out  f — Wherefore  alfo  he  is 
**  able  to  fave  them  to  the  uttermoll  that  come  unto  God 
"  by  him.  J  And  the  Spirit  and  the  bride  fay  come ;  and 
^^  let  him  that  heareth  fay  come ;  and  let  him  that  is  athirfl 
•*  come  ;  and  whofoever  will,  let  him  take  the  water  of 
•*  life  freely."(|  To  thefe  promifes  may  be  added  many 
fcripture  examples  of  firfl-rate  finners,  faved  by  the  pow- 
er of  God,  that  none  may  defpair.  •  An  idolatrous  Ma- 
nafleh,  an  unrighteous  and  oppreffive  publican  Zaccheus, 

•  If.  i.  18,  19.         t  John  vi.  37.         \  lltrh.  vii.  Oj. 
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an  unclean  May  JAngchkne,  aada  fcrfecnlii^  FaiA.. 
Then  is  the  finil  btanfjaH  to  acknovkdjge  and  adore  the 
matchlefii  knre  of  God ;  to  vepeat  and  adopt  die  words  di 
the  apofile  Paul ;  *^  This  is  a  fiuthftA  figrii^  and  worthy 
'^^  ot  all  acceptation,  that  Chrift  Jefos  came  intatfae  world 
^^  to  favefinners,  ofwhomlamchieL^   . 

The  finner,  in  ibcb  a  fitoatipn,  is  whoUy  emplojrad  in 
alternately  viewing  bis  own  deplorable  character  and  flat€ 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the  fufficiency  and  efficacy  of  tbete* 
inedy  on  the  other.  As  thefe  take  their  turns  in  his  miad^ 
his  hope  ri&s  or  £ills.  Periiaps  when  be  again  rcAefii' 
on  the  infinite  number  and  heinous  nature  ot  his<iffencesi 
when  he  confiders  the  holinefs  and  purity  of  God^s  raanre 
and  law,  he  is  ready  to  bring  aH  into  qucfftion,  and  to  Usf^ 
^'  How  can  thefe  things  be  ?  Is  it  poffible  that  ait  this  gidlt 
^^  can  be  paficd  by,  iscit  poffible  that  it  can  be  forgivO' 
^  and  forgotten  by  a  holy  God  I  Is  he  not  <of  purer  eyelh 
^'  than  to  behold  iniquity  ?  Is  it  not  laid,  that  evil  camidt 
^'  dwell  with  him  ?  That  finners  (hall  not  fiand  in  4iis 
"  prefence  ?  How  then  can  I  prefume  to  approach  him? 
"  I,  who  have  been  fo  darinp  and  obfrinate  a  rebel  ?  What 
*'  reception  can  I  expeft  to  meet  with  but,  Bind  him 
*'  hand  and  foot,  and  take  him  away,  and  caft  him  into 
**  utter  darknefs;  there  Ihall  be  weeping  and  gnafliing  of 
"  teeth/** 

To  remove  this  diftruft,  and  afltire  his  heart  before 
Cjrod,  he  is  informed  of  the  foundation  of  his  hope,  that 
falvation  comes  by  a  Mediator*  He  undertook  our  caiifc, 
he  purchafed  redemption  by  his  precious  blood.  Hear 
him  faying  in  the  councils  of  the  Moft  high,  *'  Sacrifice 
"  and  offering  thou  didit  not  defire ;  mine  ears  haft  thou 
**  opened-  Bnmt-offering  and  fm-offering  haft  thou  not 
"  required.  Thenfaid  I,  Lo,  1  come,  in  the  volume  of 
"  the  book  it  is  written  of  me,  I  delight  to  do  thy  will,  O 
"  my  God  ;  yea,  thy  law  is  within  my  heart.*' f  Bear 
alfo  in  what  manner  he  executed  this  gracious  purpofe. 
**  He  was  wounded  for  our  tranf^Treflions,  he  was  bruifed 
**  for  our  iniquities ;  die  challifement  of  our  peace  was 

•  Matt,  xxii.  15.         f  Pfi*l-  xl.  6.  7,  8. 
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^  upon  him,  and  with  his  ftripcs  we  are  healed.  All  we 
**  like  Iheep  have  gone  aftray,  we  have  turned  every  one 
**  to  his  own  way,  and  the  Lord  hath  laid  on  him  the  ini. 
"  quJ?y  of  us  all."*  Let  us  alfo  fee  how  this  matter  is  re- 
prefented  in  the  New  Teftament.  "  IVTiom  God  hath  fet 
**  forth  to  be  a  propitiation,  through  fiiith  in  his  blood,  to 
**  declare  his  righteoufnefs  for  the  remilTion  of  fins  that  are 
**  paft,  through  the  forbearance  of  God ;  to  declare,  I  fay, 
**  at  this  time  his  righteoufnefs :  that  he  might  be  juft, 
**  and  the  juftifier  of  him  that  believeth  in  Jefus.f  For 
**  he  hath  made  him  to  be  fin  for  us,  who  knew  no  fin, 
**  that  we  might  be  made  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  in 
**  him.'*; 

It  is  through  this  man,  and  through  his  blood,  that 
"  repentance  and  remiffion  of  fins  is  preached  to  all  na- 
**  tions.'*  Is  not  this  a  fufficient  and  liable  ground  of 
hope  ?  In  the  fubftitution  of  our  furety,  we  fee  a  way 
opened  for  the  reception  and  reftoration  of  finners,  in  a 
pcrfed  confiftency  with  all  the  divine  perfisftions.  The 
fpotlefs  purity  and  holinefs,  the  ftri£l  and  impartial  juftice 
€li  God,  feem  to  raife  an  infuperablc  obftacle  to  our  ad- 
miifion  into  his  favor ;  but  in  the  fufferings  and  atone- 
meat  of  our  Redeemer,  we  fee  how  he  may  teftify  his  ab- 
horrence of  fin,  and  punifli  it,  and  at  the  fame  time  fliew^ 
mercy  to  the  fmner.  There  is  a  perfcft  harmony  of  all 
the  divine  attributes  in  this  defign,  and  particularly  a  joint 
illuftration  of  mercy  and  juftice.  This  is  the  gofpel  of 
Cbriil,  the  bleffed  and  reviving  meflage  brought  unto  the 
world  by  the  prince  of  peace.  This  is  "  the  record  which 
**  God  hath  given  of  his  Son,'* 

How  welcome  how  reviving  this,  to  the  difcouraged 
convinced  finner  ?  His  very  concern  and  fear  when  pro- 
ceeding upon  proper  grounds,  arifes  from  a  view  of  die 
iofinite  evil  of  fin,  fo  provoking  to  a  holy  God.  But  in 
diis  plan  laid  by  divine  wifdom,  he  fees  the  guilt  of  fin 
iufficiently  expiated  by  a  facrifice  of  infinite  value.  "  For 
**  we  are  not  redeemed  with  corruptible  things,  fuch  as 

»  If.  liu.  5,  6.     t  Rom.  iii.  25,  26.    4  2  Cor.  v.  21, 
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^*  filver  and  gold^— but  with  Ae  pfecioosblood-of  Cbrifty 
>'  as  of  a  Lamb  withoot  blemifh  and  without  fpot*'* 

He  compares  and  contrafts,  if  J  may  fo  fpeak»  the 
greatnefs  of  bis  giuit  with  the  price  of  his  pardon.  9Then 
appears,  with. new  and  uncomiAda  fioirce,  the  gieatneft  of 
this  myfteiy  of  godlinefs,  GOD  manifefied  in  the  flefti. 
A  vi£tim  no  lefs  confiderable  than  the  eternal  and  ^*  only- 
''  begotten''  Son  of  God, ''  the  brightnels  of  his  Father*! 
^^  glory,  and  the  exprels  image  of  his  perfon."  What  is 
it  that  cannot  be  purchafed  by  diis  marvellous  exchaiue? 
The  believer  fees  with  adoring  wonder,  the  juftice  of  Uod 
more  awfully  fevere,  in  awidung  his  fword  againft  thi 
man  who  was  *^  his  fellow,"  than  if  the  whole  race  ofioC 
fending  men  had  been  irrecoverably  loft*  At  tiie  fiune 
time  he  fees  the  unfpeakable  digni^  and  majefty  of  C 
in  his  infinite  and  truly  royal  mercy,  great  in  itfelf, 
greater  ftili  in  the  way  in  wUch  it  is  (Ufpenfed,  ^^  He 
^^  in  is  love  indeed,  not  that  we  loved  God,  but  that  fee' 
^^  loved  us,  and  fent  his  fon  to  be  the  propitiation  for  cor 
•*  fins.^t 

I  cannot  help  here  obferving,  that  this  falvation  is  fo 
amazing,  fo  wonderful  in  its  nature,  and  fo  far  removed 
from  any  thing  we  know  among  men,  that  we  are  in  dan- 
ger  of  being  put  to  a  (land,  and  can  fcarcely  conceive  it 
poflible.  But  on  the  other  hand,  when  we  confider  that 
it  carrieth  not  upon  it  any  of  the  marks  of  human  wif- 
dom,  we  are  naturally  led  to  fay,  *'  Salvation  belongeth 
"  unto  God, — His  ways  are  not  as  our  ways,  nor  his 
"  thoughts  as  our  thoughts.'*  Therefore  when  convicti- 
on of  fin  makes  us  feel  the  neceffity,  and  difcovers  the  glo- 
ry of  our  Saviour's  atonement ;  we  may  both  reft  aifured 
of  its  truth,  an4  triumph  in  its  power.  We  may  fay  with 
the  apoftle  Paul,  *'  Who  fhall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge 
'•  of  God's  eJeft  ?  It  is  God  that  juftifieth :  who  is  he  that 
"  condemneth  ?  It  is  Ghrift  that  died,  yea  rather  that  is 
"  rifen  again,  who  is  even  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  who 
'*  alfo  maketh  interceflion  for  us. "J 

♦   1  Pel.  i.  IS.     i  \  John  iv.  10.     \  Rom.  viii.  33,  34. 
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But,  "  Paufe  a  little,  my  foul/'  faith  the  convinced 
fmner,  "  what  tidings  are  here  ?  What  faidi  the  fcripture, 
*'  Who  fliall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  God's  eleft? 
**  Unanfwerable  indeed !  Happy,  happy,  thrice  happy 
"  ihcy,  who  are  the  objefts  of  God's  everlalling,  diftin- 
•*  guifliing  and  elefting  love.  But  how  can  1  be  fure  that 
"  this  includes,  or  rather  does  not  exclude  me  ?  Can  I 
**  ever  hope  to  read  my  name  written  in  the  Lamb's 
•'  book  of  life  ?"  No.  But  when  you  confefs  you  cannot 
read  any  thing  there  in  your  favor,  who  hath  authorized 
you  to  fuppofe  any  thing  there  to  your  prejudice  ?  Secret 
things  belong  only  to  God.  We  are  not  permitted  to 
fearch,  and  we  are  not  able  to  comprehend  or  explain  the 
infinite  depth  of  die  divine  councils.  But  do  not  things 
that  are  revealed  belong  to  us  ?  And  how  fhall  we  pre- 
fume  to  fet  at  variance  the  fecret  and  revealed  will  of  God  ? 
Is  not  the  commiffion  fufficiently  •  extenfive !  "And  he 
**  faid  unto  them,  go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the 
"  gofpel  to  every  creature ;  he  that  believcth  and  is  bap- 
**  tized,  (hall  be  faved ;  and  he  that  believeth  not,  fliall  be 
**  damned."*  Is  not  the  call  unlimited  and  univerfal  ? 
♦*  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labor,  and  are  heavy  laden» 
**  and  I  will  give  you  reft.''|  "  And  Jefus  faid  unto 
•*  them,  I  am  the  bread  of  life ;  he  that  cometh  to  me  fliall 
**  never  hunger,  and  he  that  believeth  on  mejfliall  never 
**  thirft."];  "  And  in  the  lad  day,  diat  great  day  of  the 
"  feaft,  Jefus  flood  and  cried,  faying,  If  any  man  thirft, 
**  let  him  come  unto  me  anddrink."j| 

Can  you  then  entertain  any  doubt  of  the  call  reaching 
to  you,  or  queftion  your  title  to  reft  upon  this  rock  of  ages  ? 
Behold,  we  preach  unto  you  Chrift  crucified,  a  defpifed 
Saviour,  indeed,  "  to  the  Jews  a  ftumbling-block,  and  to 
**  the  Greeks  foolifhnefs  ;''  but  the  **  power  of  God,  and 
**  the  wifdom  of  God  for  falvation  to  every  one  that  be- 
"  lieveth.*'  There  is  no  guilt  fo  deep,  but  this  precious 
blood  will  wafh  it  out.  No  gift  fo  great,  but  infinite  merit 
is  fufEcient  to  procure  lU    No  nature  fo  polluted,  but  in. 

*  Markxvi.  15,  16.        t  Matth.  xi.  28.        \  John  vi.  35. 
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finite  poiver  n  fuflkient  to  rsnev  it.  Shiill  we  then  anf 
more  with-bold  our  approbation^  or  refefe  our  confent  \ 
Shall  not  every  finner,  burdened  wMi  a  fenfe  of  guilt  or 
danger,  intimate  his  compKance  and  m^  his  chulnD,  Mid 
fay,  '^  Thanks,  thanks  be  to  Godfbr  his  unfpeakaUe  gil^ 
''  — ^It  is  falvation  by  the  death  of  Qirift,  and  therefore 
^  becoming  a  hoty  and  a  jealous  God,  with  wlH>m  evil 
^^  cannot  dwelK  It  is  the  tame  unchange^Ie  God,  who 
^'  ena£ted  the  holy  Jaw,  and  who  publishes  this  glorious 
^  goFpeh — Tt  is  faivation  by  grace,  otherwife  no  chikl  of 
^  Adam  could  have  had  any  claim  ;  and  it  is  meet  that 
''  the  lofty  lodks  of  man  fhould  be  humUed,  andtheLotfd 
^  alone  exalted  in  that  day. — It  is  iaivadon  to  the  dwf - 
"^  of  iinners :  I  am  the  roan.  I  hear  my  charaAer  dear. 
''  ly  defcribed  in  the  word  of  God.  I  can  read  my  naOM 
^^  in  the  general  and  gracious  invitation.  I  will  accepts!  . 
^^  the  offer,  1  will  receive  and  embrace  thisblefled  Savio#^- 
^'  as  my  Lord  and  my  God,  as  my  life  and  my  alL" 

Once  more,  perhaps  the  believer  is  ftill  ftaggered,  and 
his  faith  begins  to  fail.  Aftoniflied  at  the  greatnefs  of  the 
mercy,  "  he  believeth  not  for  joy,  and  wondereth."  He 
is  ready  to  fay,  ''  Might  1  but  hold  fall  this  beginning  of 
"  my  confidence,  I  would  not  envy  the  greateft  monarch 
**•  on  earth  his  throne,  his  purple,  or  his  fceptre,  but  would 
^'  fmg  the  new  fong  put  into  my  mouth,  Unto  him  that 
*^  loved  us,  and  vvaflied  us  from  our  fins  in  his  own  blood, 
**•  and  hath  made  us  kings  and  priefis  to  God  and  his  Fa- 
*•'  ther,  to  him  be  glory  and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever. 
**  But  alas !  are  not  all  the  promifes  of  falvation  only  in 
"  favor  of  them  that  believe  ?  Here  then  the  conclufion 
"  may  fail.  I  ain  ft:nfible  of  a  lamentable  wcaknefs  and 
^*  bdckwardnefs  of  mind ;  and  whilft  I  think  I  have  no 
''  doubt  of  any  of  the  truths  of  God,  I  greatly  diftruft  the 
**  reality  of  my  own  confent  and  compliance  with  his 
"  will."  Do  you  then  really  give  credit  to  all  the  truths 
of  God  refpefting  your  own  loft  condition,  and  the  only 
way  of  deliverance  from  it?  May  the  Lord  himfelfin- 
creafe  your  faith ;  for  if  it  be  fo  indeed,  you  are  happy 
and  fafe.  Tliefe  truths,  thefc  alone,  are  the  fure  founda- 
tion  of  hope.     I  am  afraid  we  have  all  too  llrong  a  ten- 
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4ency  to  look  for  fome  encouraging  qualiiicatioD  in  our- 
felves,  on  which  we  might  more  fecurely  reft.  What  is 
faith  ?  Is  it  any  more  than  receiving  the  record  which 
God  hath  given  of  his  Son,  believing  the  teftimony  of  the 
Amen,  the  true  and  faithful  witncfs  ?  Is  not  your  peace 
and  reconciliation  with  God,  and  the  fan£tification  of  your 
natures,  exprefsly  provided  for  in  the  all-fufficiency  of 
Ghrift,  and  to  him  you  are  aifured  that  you  miift  be  in- 
debted for  both  ?  What  ftandeth  in  the  way  of  your  com- 
fort then,  but  either  that  you  do  not  give  credit  to  tlie  pro- 
mife  he  hath  made,  or  that  you  are  not  willing  that  he 
ihould  do  it  for  you  ?  and  this  I  acknowledge  is  both  un* 
belief  and  impenitence. 

Com|dain  therefore  no  more,  that  you  are  afraid  of 
yourfelves,  whilft  yet  you  pretend  to  have  the  higheft  ef- 
teem  of  the  bleffings  of  redemption ;  on  the  contrary,  fay 
unto  God  in  a  thankful  frame  of  fpirit,  "  Glory  to  God  in 
*'  the  higheft,  on  earth  peace,  and  good-will  towards  men. 
**  I  praife  thee  for  this  meifage  of  peace.  I  think  I  fee,  in 
*'  fome  meafure,  its  neceffity,  truth  and  beauty.  I  fee  it, 
•*  I  truft  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  it  is  the  fole  foundation  of 
^  my  hope.  I  renounce  every  other  claim  ;  nay,  I  abhor 
**  the  thoughts  of  any  other  claim  :  Yea,  doubtlefs,  and  I 
**  count  all  things  but  lofs,  for  the  excellency  of  the  know- 
**  ledge  of  Chrift  Jefus  my  Lord,  for  whom  I  have  fuffer- 
**  ed  the  lofs  of  all  things,  and  do  count  them  but  dung 
**  that  I  may  win  Chrift,  and  be  found  in  him,  not  having 
**  mine  own  righteoufnefs,  which  is  of  the  law,  but  that 
"  which  is  through  the  faith  of  Chrift,  the  righteoufnefs 
*'  which  is  of  God  by  faith.*  It  grieves  me  that  there  is 
**  fuch  a  backwardnefs  in  pie  to  give  glory  to  thy  name, 
*•  and  to  be  indebted  to  the  riches  of  thy  grace.  Subdue 
'*  my  obftinacy,  and  rule  by  tliine  own  power.  Lord>  I 
*'  believe,  help  thou  mine  unbelief.'' 

•  Phil.  iii.  8- 

Vol.  L  G  g 


as*  ^ 

Haw  ihe  iiliamir  PeevMrmpioei  ^fkatmeUhe€. 


WE  hsve  nam  fi«i  in  wluft  vqr  tiie  heUerer  it  ww 
cmciled  to  God,  and  deKremi  fiEomooDdemmu 
tion.  It  will  not  be  improper,  homewcr^  alfo  to  confidor 
how  he  recovers  petoe  of  cxmicience,  and  how  lus  heart 
and  life  are  governed  in  hit  after  walk.  This  will  iervw 
more  fully  to  iUuftrate  the  influence  and  operation  of  the 
truths  of  the  goTpel.  There  is  even  a  neceffity  for  doing 
fo  on  two  diflScrent  accounts :  x.  That,  as  has  been  ihewtf 
above  at  confiderable  length,  every  true  penitent  is  deeply 
and  inwardly  (enfible  of  th&evil  oif  fin  in  itfelf.  Heia  Hot 
merely  afraid  of  wrath,  bat  iees  the  impurity  and  poUqtit' 
on  of  his  own  heart.  Suppofing,  thercAire,  will  the  inteK 
ligent  reader  &y,  this  great  diftin&ion  tiionni^y  eftahliflrf 
ed,  his  relief,  is  but  half  accompliihed.  There  may  bi 
no  more  condemnation  for  him  in  the  law  (rfGod,  for  the 
breach  of  which  (atis&dion  has  been  made  and  accepted : 
but  he  is  only  fe  much  the  more  liable  to  the  condemna- 
tion of  his  own  confcience.  He  muft  ftill  fufier  the  re- 
proaches and  challenges  of  his  own  mind,  which  make  fo 
great  a  part  of  the  milery  of  a  guilty  {late. 

This  receives  additional  ftrength,  from  a  fecond  confi- 
deration,  that  as  he  is  juflified  by  faith,  he  hath  peace  only 
through  the  blood  of  Chrifl.  This  is  not  from  himfelf, 
and  may  be  thought  to  leave  him,  fo  to  fpeak,  in  point  of 
flate  and  character,  in  point  of  pollution  and  defilement, 
juft  as  before ;  nay,  the  extraordinary,  unfolicited,  undc- 
fcrved  grace  of  God,  may  be  thought  to  increafe  his  felf- 
condemnation,  and  fet  the  malignity  of  his  rebellion  in 
the  flrongefl  light.  And,  indeed,  fo  far  this  is  true,  that 
the  free  grace  of  God  was  intended,  and  does  ferve,  to  pro- 
duce a  growing  humiliation  of  mind  and  felf-abafement, 
as  we^  as  an  admiration  of  the  love  of  God  in  Chrifl  Jefas. 
As  the  tendernefs  of  a  parent  is  an  image  which  God  hath 
very  frequently  made  ufe  of,  to  ihadow  forth  his  own  infi- 
nite compafTion,  I  will  borrow  firom  it  an  illuftration  of  the 
two  remarks  juft  now  made.     Suppofe  any  child  has  of- 
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fended  a  parent  by  a  grofs  inilance  of  undutiful  behavior, 
for  which  he  hath  been  feverely  reproved,  and  for  fome 
time  kept  at  a  diftance :  if  the  parent  forgives  him,  and 
receives  him  again  into  his  favor,  does  not  his  being  thus 
freed  from  the  fear  of  fuffering,  leave  full  room  for  his  con- 
cern at  the  offence  ?  And  does  not  a  fenfe  of  his  father^s 
love  melt  his  heart  more  for  having  grieved  fuch  a  parent, 
than  any  terror  upon  his  mind  for  the  punifhment  of  the 
crime  ?  He  is  immediately  covered  with  confuiion ;  and 
if  there  be  in  him  any  fpark  of  ingenuity,  he  is  no  fooner 
forgiven  of  his  father,  than  the  tide  of  his  affections  returns 
back  with  full  force,  and  he  can  hardly  forgive  himfelf. 

But  notwithftanding  this,  as  Chrift  by  his  fufferings  and 
death  delivered  us  from  the  wrath  to  come,  fo  by  the  fhed- 
ding  of  his  precious  blood,  the  heart  is  alfo,  as  the  fcrip. 
ture  exprefles  it,  fprinklcd  from  an  evil  confcience.  On 
this  important  fubjeft,  which  leads  us  to  the  great  princi- 
ples of  the  fpiritual  life,  the  following  particulars  are  re- 
commended to  the  ferious  attention  of  the  reader. 

z.  Through  Jefus  Chrift,  and  the  whole  of  his  under- 
taking as  Mediator  of  the  new  covenant,  the  glory  and 
honor  erf  God  is  moft  admirably  promoted,  and  a  perfect 
reparation  made  to  his  holy  law  which  had  been  broken. 
This  muft  needs  be  highly  pleafing  to  every  convinced 
iinner.  As  the  juftice  of  God  is  thereby  fatisfied,  fo  con- 
fcience,  which  is  God's  vicegerent,  and  as  it  were  pleads 
his  caufe,  is  fatisfied  by  the  fame  means.  The  ground 
of  a.  tinner's  diffatisfadtion  with  himfelf,  is  the  diihonor 
done  to  God.  Muft  it  not,  therefore,  pleafe  and  fatisfy 
him  to  fee  this  diihonor  fo  perfectly  removed,  and  fo  much 
of  the  divine  glory  fhining  in  the  work  of  redemption. 
All  the  divine  perfeftions  appear  there  with  diflinguilhed 
luftre ;  and  muft  not  diis  be  highly  refrelhing  to  the  par- 
doned criminal  ?  The  very  holinefs  and  juftice  of  God, 
which  before  were  terrible  to  him,  are  now  amiable.  He 
alfo  contemplates  and  adores  the  divine  wifdom,  as  it  is  to 
be  feen  in  the  crofs  of  Chrift.  We  are  told,  that  even  the 
celeftial  hofts  have  new  difcoveries  of  the  wifdom  of  God 
in  this  great  defign  of  providence.  "  To  the  intent  that 
*^  now  unto  principalities  and  powers  in  heavenly  places. 
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<<  might  be  kmnni  tlyttechwch  tHiriiliniHbld  wiKkmi  di 
**  God.*'*  Hoiir  imidi  more  mnft  fiie  tltte»efted  believ4M\ 
with  peculiar  cdmphcency,  hppiwt  ttnd  idiM  it  ?  But; 
above  all,  if  that  love  and  mercy  wUch  refgnt  through  th6 
whole  is  j^otis  to  God,  muft  it  nor  be  defij^ttfiil  t6  the 
Chriftian  ?  God  is  love ;  and  his  tender  merries  areover 
all  lus  other  works ;  but  creating  and  prderving  goodneis 
ire  fliaded  and  eclipled  bjr  ndeeming  love,  ft  is  the 
theme  of  the  praifes  of  heaven,  where  Ghrift,  as  the  objeft 
of  worftiip,  is  reprefented  as  appearing  ^  Uke  a  Lamb  dMt 
*'  had  been  flwn.*'  i 

2.  Believers  have  peace  of  confeience  through  Ghrifll 
as  their  redemption  through  his  blood  ferves  for  their  mm 
humiliation  and  fetf-^drnfement,  for  the  mantfeftation  dfttie 
evil  of  fin,  and  the  vilenefs  and  unworthineis  of  the  fdl 
ner.  Nothing  could  be  fo  well  contrived  as  die  doQrhil 
of  the  crofs,  in  its  purity  and  limplicity,  to  (lain  the  prfd| 
of  all  human  gkiry.  We  are  puticuhily  called  to  ddi^ 
ourfelves,  and  to  derive  our  worth  and  ftrength  from  oiSr 
Redeemer,  in  whom  "  it  hath  pleafcd  the  Father,  that  aill 
"  fulnefs  Ihould  dwell,"  and  from  whofe  fulnefs  all  his 
difciples  muft  "  receive,  and  grace  for  grace.**  No  hope 
of  mercy  but  through  him.  "lam  the  way,  and  the  trudi, 
"  and  the  life :  no  man  cometh  unto  the  Father  but  by 
"  me.^'t  "  Neither  is  there  falvation  in  any  other:  for 
"  there  is  none  other  name  under  heaven  given  among 
*'  men,  whereby  we  mull  be  faved.*'!  ^^  accefs  to  the 
throne  of  grace  or  acceptance  in  worfhip,  but  through  him: 
"  In  whom  we  have  accefs  with  boldnefs  and  confidence, 
"  through  the  faith  of  him.||  And  whatfoever  ye  do  in 
**  word  or  deed,  do  all  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus, 
*'  giving  thanks  to  God  and  the  Father  by  him.**^!  No 
hope  of  ftability  in  duty,  of  ufefulnefs,  or  holinefs  of  con- 
verfation,  but  by  the  continued  exercife  of  faith  in  him. 
"  Abide  in  me,  and  I  in  you ;  as  the  branch  cannot  bear 
"  fruit  of  itfelF,  excrpt  it  abide  in  the  vine,  no  more  can 

*  Eph.  in.  10.     t  Johnxiv.  6.     %  A6lsiv.  12.     ||  Eph.  iii.  I2i 

1  Col.  lii.  1 7. 


-  On  Regeneration.  241 

**•  ye,  except  ye  abide  in  me.  I  am  the  vine,  ye  are  the 
**  branches :  he  that  abideth  in  me,  and  I  in  him,  the 
"  fame  bringeth  forth  much  fruit ;  for  without  me  ye  can 
**  do  nothing.'** 

Hard  fayings  and  humbling  doctrine  indeed !  But  this 
is  appeafmg  to  the  confcience ;  for  as  confcience  condemns 
us  as  guilty  and  undeferving,  this  condemnation  is  ratifi- 
ed in  every  particular  by  the  gofpcl.  Thefe  very  circum* 
fiances  in  this  dodrirte,  which  provoke  the  hatred,  or  in. 
vite  the  contempt  of  worldly  men,  do  but  fo  much  the 
more  endear  it  to  the  convinced  foul ;  and  he  fays  from 
the  heart,  ^^  It  is  highly  juft  and  reafonable  that  God  alone 
"  fliould  be  exalted,  and  that  he,  through  our  Redeemer, 
**  fhould  have  the  whole  praife  of  our  recovery  and  falva- 
**  tion/'  Agreeably  to  this  it  will  be  found,  that  the  apot 
ties,  in  celebrating  the  grace  of  God,  feldom  omit  an  ex* 
IMnefs  condemnation  of  themfelves,  and  a  renunciatipn  of 
all  merit  of  their  own,  which  indeed  in  every  pailage  on 
this  fubjeft  is  manifeftly  implied :  "  For  by  grace  ye  are 
^  &ved,  through  faith  ;  and  that  not  of  yourfelves,  it  is 
^  the  gift  of  God :  not  of  works,  left  any  man  fhould  boaft : 
«."  for  we  are  his  workmanfliip,  created  in  Chrift  Jefus  un- 
/*  to  good  works,  which  God  hath  before  ordained  that  we 
'*  ihould  walk  in  them.f  Whereof  I  was  made  a  minifter, 
^  according  to  the  gift  of  the  grace  of  God  given  unto  me, 
.«  by  the  effeftual  working  of  his  power.  Unto  me,  who 
•**  am  lefs  than  the  leaft  of  all  faints,  is  this  grace  given, 
^  that  I  ihould  preach  among  the  Gentiles  the  unfearcha* 
"We  riches  of  Chrift."t 

3.  Believers  have  peace  from  the  challenges  of  an  evil 
cctnfcience,  through  Chrift,  as  they  have  an  abfolute  af- 
fiirance  of  being  delivered  from  the  power  of  fin,  and  ef- 
feftually  enabled  to  glorify  him  with  their  fouls  and  with 
their  bodies,  which  are  his.  This  muft  be  the  moft  earneft 
defire  of  every  convinced  finner.  He  breathes  after  de- 
liverance from  the  bondage  of  fin :  the  more  he  hath  felt 
the  weight  of  his  chains,  the  more  he  longs  to  be  free. 
This  is  infeparable  from  genuine  conviction?,  on  the  prin- 
ciples above  laid  down.     How  much  muft  it  contribute  to 

♦  John  XY.  4,  5.     t  Eph.  ii.  8,  9,  10.     \  Eph.  iii.  7,  8. 
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compofe  the  confcjeDcc^  to  know.tibst  tkis  defim  flull-cei^ 
tainly  be  accompfiflied  ?  Howiever  much  caufe  he  umy 
have  to  condemn  himfelf  for  hi^.  gift  ywjuripos,  nr  to 
dread  the  weaknefs  of  his  own  n^dutions  of  fetiimjunendii 
ment,  he  knovs and  trufts  in th^jgtm^ jQ$)m JBcdetoier^ 
He  knowa  that  henceibrth  he  ihall  not  fiirve  Sn».  Uttt  it/T 
dominion  (hall  be  gradually  broken  thniugh.^fi^  and  e«^ 
tirely  deftroyed  at  death.  As  the  end  of  C!bnft's.coiBi«^ 
was  to  glorify  his  heavenly  Father^  he  knows  that  the.-^i^ 
ry  of  &)d  cannot  be  promoted  by  leaving.dic  finner .under 
the  bondage  of  corruption,  and  therdbre  that  he  ihall  bf 
purified,  and  made  meet  to.  be  u  ^  partaker  of  th^  iaalm 
'^  riunce  of  the  founts  in  li|^t.'*  i  -^ 

If  we  look  with  care  and  attention  into  the  New  TeH^ 
ment,  we  (hall  perceive  that  there  is  u  clofe  mid  mittnl, 
connexion  between  oor  juftification  md  ian£lificaticM| 
and  that  both  are  reprefented  as  the  firuit  of  one  Jledeeni 
er's  purcbafe :  *^  There  is  therefore  now  no  condemn^ 
^^  tion  to  them  that  are  in  Cbrift  Jefus,  who  uralk  not  after 
<'  the  flefh  but  after  the  Spirit :  for  the  law  of  the  Spirit 
*'  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus^  bath  made  me  free  from  the  law 
*'  of  fin  and  death  :  for  what  the  law  could  not  do,  in 
"  that  it  was  weak  through  the  flefti,  God  fending  his  own 
"  Son  in  the  likenefs  of  finful  flefh,  and  for  fin  condemn* 
**  ed  fin  in  the  flefh.''*  All  the  bleffings  of  falvation  are 
reprefented  as  following  one  another  in  a  continued  chain 
or  leries,  not  one  link  of  which  can  poflibly  be  broken : 
"  For  whom  he  did  foreknow,  he  alfo  did  predeftinate  to 
"  be  conformed  to  the  image  of  his  Son,  that  he  might 
"  be  the  firft-born  among  many  brethren.  Moreover, 
"  whom  he  did  predeftinate,  them  he  alfo  called ;  and 
*'  wl;om  he  called,  them  he  alfo  juftified;  and  whom  he 
"  jiifiifiecl,  them  he  alfo  glorified."|  There  is  a  cleanfing 
and  purifying  virtue  in  the  blood  of  Chrift,  as  well  as  an 
infinite  value  in  the  way  of  purchafe  and  atonement : 
*'  For  if  the  blood  of  bulls,  and  of  goats,  and  the  allies  of 
*'  an  heifer  fprinkling  the  unclean,  fanftifieth  to  the  pu- 
"  rifying  of  theflelh  ;  how  much  more  fhall  the  blood  of 
**  Chrift,  who  through  the  eternal  Spirit  offered  himfelf 
•  Horn.  viii.  1,  2,3-         t  Rom.  viii.  29,  30, 
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"  without  fpot  to  God,  purge  your  confcicnce  from  dead 
"  works  to  ferve  the  living  God  ?"* 

None  but  real  Chriftians,  exercifcd  in  the  fpiritual  life, 
know  the  value  or  neceffity  of  the  promifes  of  ftrength  and 
afliftance  contained  in  the  fcriptures.  The  glory  of  their 
"llcdeemer's  perfon,  fpokcn  of  in  fo  magnificent  terms, 
both  in  the  Old  Teflament  and  the  New,  is  furveyed  by 
them  with  the  moft  exquifite  delight.  The  power  and 
efficacy  of  his  adminiftration  is,  to  them,  a  fource  of  un- 
fpeakable  comfort.  Under  him,  as  the  Captain  of  their 
falvation,  they  *'  difplay  their  banners,"  and  go  forth 
with  undaunted  courage  to  meet  every  oppofing  enemy, 
believing  that  they  fhall  be  "more  than  conquerors  through 
"  him  that  loved  them."  Among  many  others,  fee  the 
two  following  paffages  :  "  O  Zion  that  bringeft  good 
"  tidings,  get  thee  up  into  thfe  high  mountain :  O  Jerufa- 
"  Jem,  that  bringeft  good  tidings,  lift  up  thy  voice  with 
"  ftrength,  lift  it  up,  be  not  afraid  :  fay  unto  the  cities 
"ofjudah.  Behold  your  God.  Behold,  the  Lord  God 
**  wiU  come  with  ftrong  hand,  and  his  arm  fliall  rule  for 
"  him :  behold,  his  reward  is  with  him,  and  his  work  be- 
"  fore  him.  He  fliall  feed  his  flock  like  a  fhepherd ;  he 
**  fliail  gather  the  lambs  with  his  arm,  and  carry  them  in 
"  his  bofom,  and  ftiall  gently  lead  thofe  that  are  with 
**  young.j — ^Fear  thou  not,  for  I  am  with  thee :  be  not 
"  difmayed,  for  I  am  thy  God :  I  will  ftrengthen  thee, 
**  yea,  I  will  help  thee,  yea,  I  will  uphold  thee  with  the 
*•  right-hand  of  my  righteoufnefs.  Behold,  all  they  that 
•*  were  incenfed  againft  thee,  fliall  be  afliamed  and  con- 
**  founded :  they  fhall  be  as  nothing,  and  they  that  ftrive 
*•  with  thee,  fliall  perifli.  Thou  flialt  feek  them,  and 
**  flialt  not  find  them,  even  them  that  contended  with 
**  thee :  they  that  war  againft  thee,  fhall  be  as  nothing, 
•*  and  as  a  thing  of  nought.  For  I  the  Lord  thy  God  will 
•*  hold  thy  right-hand,  faying  unto  thee,  Fear  not,  I  will 
"helpthee.":!: 

•  Hcb.  ix.  13,  14.     t  If<.  xl.  9, 10,  1 1.     \  If.  xli.  10,  1 1,  12,  13. 
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ffow  the  CM^Mmgv^wMiikm  fkil^  i 

BEFORE coHcloding  this  dnplet-,  lifaftBlpeak mfew 
words  of  the  principles  Iqr  viiich  «  believer  u  go^^ 
vemed  in  his  after  obedience.  On  ddir  tfaemsder  magr 
obferve,  that  a  change  ia  hiS'Whele'chaniAer and  cond»ft» 
immediately  and  ncceflarily  takes  place.  The  low  sof 
God  is  ''filed  abroad  in  hU  beast  by  the  Holy  GboR*'' 
and  is  the  commancUng  princiide  of  lA  his  liitnre  wBBumt 
It  conftantly  difcovers  its  influencey  except  in  fpfivaftik 
is  refidtd  and  connterBaod  by  the  remuning  firogi^tf 
that  ''law  in  his  members,  whii^wamediagainft  theJnr 
"  o^  God  in  his  mind.**  By  the  diicovery  which  he  hiA 
obtained  of  the  real  nature  and  infinite  amiabienels  of  Onl 
his  will  is  renewed  ;  he  iqppnnres  the  tfuogs  that  aie  erit 
cellent,  and  gets,  fuch  an  impnefGon  of  die  oUigatioa^ 
the  law  of  God,  as  cannot  be  afterwards  efiaced.  So  laqg^ 
however,  as  he  continues  under  a  load  of  unforgiven  guilt, 
and  fees  every  perfedlion  of  God  armed  with  terror  againft 
himfelf,  there  can  be  little  elle  than  flaviih  fear :  but  when 
he  hears  a  gracious  promife  of  pardon  ;  when  on  examin- 
ing the  evidence,  his  doubt  and  uncertainty  is  removed ; 
when  he  fees  the  righteous  ground  on  which  this  foi^ve- 
nefs  is  built,  he  lays  hold  of  it  as  his  own,  and  is  united 
to  God  by  unfeigned  love.  This  love,  though  weak  in 
its  meafeire,  is,  notwithftanding,  perfeft  in  its  nature,  and 
tiiercrore  powerful  in  its  influence ;  being  at  once  a  love 
of  elleem,  of  gratitude,  and  of  defire. 

The  love  of  God  is  the  firll  precept  of  the  moral  law, 
and  the  firft  duty  of  every  intelligent  creature  ;  but  it  is 
eafy  to  fee,  that  unlefs  our  love  is  fixed  upon  the  true  God, 
it  is  fpurious  and  unprofitable :  and  unlefs  the  true  God 
is  fcen  in  '*  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrill,**  for  any  fmner  to 
love  him  is  impoflible  :  but  through  tlie  glorious  gofpel, 
the  new  nature  is  effedtually  produced,  and  cannot  be  pro- 
duced in  any  other  way.  It  is  Chrill  Jefus  who  reveals 
to  us  the  true  God,  the  knowledge  of  whom  we  had  loft. 
''  No  man  hath  feenGodat  anytime;  the  only  begotten 
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"  Son,  which  is  in  the  bofom  of  the  Fatlier,  he  hath  d^- 
**  dared  him."*  It  is  he  who  makes  our  peace  with  God, 
whom  we  had  oflfended  by  our  tranfgreilions ;  for  ^^  being 
**  juilified  by  faith,  we  have  peace  with  God  through  our 
**  Lord  Jefus  Cbrilh"f  And  it  is  he  who  rcconcileth  our 
minds  to  God,  by  difcovering  his  mercy  to  us ;  fo  ihat  be 
might  well  fay  of  himfclf,  "  I  am  the  way,  and  the  truth, 
^^  and  the  life ;  no  man  cometh  unto  the  Father  but  by 
"  me.'*t 

I  might  eafily  Ihew,  that  the  love- of  God  is  the  fource, 
the  fum,  and  the  perfection  of  holinefs.  All  other  duties 
naturally  flow  from  it ;  nay,  all  other  duties  are  nothing 
fife  but  the  neceflary  expreifions  of  it.  But  indead  of  en* 
tering  into  a  particular  detail,  fuffer  me  only  to  obferve 
thefe  two  dungs ;  Firil,  that  a  believer  is  under  the  con- 
ilant  influence  of  gratitude  to  God ;  and,  fecondly.  That 
this  includes  in  it,  and  will  certamly  produce,  the  moft 
fincere  and  fervent  love  to  all  his  fellow-creatures. 

I.  A  believer  is  under  the  conllant  influence  of  grati- 
tude to  God,  and  that  not  of  a  common  kind.  It  is  not 
merely  tbankfiilnefs  to  a  bountiful  and  liberal  benefador, 
for  mercies  which  have  not  been  deferved,  but  a  deep 
ienfe  of  obligation  to  a  Saviour,  who  loved  him,  and  wafli- 
ed  him  in  his  own  blood  from  the  guilt  he  had  contradled ; 
whofaved  him  by  his  own  death  from  the  dreadful  penal* 
ty  which  he  had  incurred.  What  the  influence  of  this 
muft  be,  we  may  gather  from  the  words  of  the  apoille 
Paul,  *'  For  the  love  of  Chrift  conflraineth  us,  becaufe  we 
**  thus  judge.  That  if  one  died  for  all,  then  were  all  dead ; 
^^  and  that  he  died  for  all,  that  they  which  live  fhould  not 
^  henceforth  live  unto  themfelves,  but  unto  him  which 
^^  died  for  them,  and  rofe  again. 

I  cannot  immediately  drop  this  fubje6t,  but  intreat  the 
reader  to  obferve  how  deeply  a  fenfe  of  redeeming  love 
snuft  be  engraven  on  the  heart  of  every  believer.  On  how 
many  circumflances  will  be  expatiate,  which  ferve  to 
magnify  the  grace  of  God,  and  point  out  the  force  of  his 
own  obligations  ?    The  infinite  greatnefs  and  glory  of 

*  John  i.  la.        t  Kom.  v.  1.        \  John  xiv.  ^. 
Vol.  L  Hh 
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God,  independent  ahd  all-fufficienty  that  he  fliould  have 
compaffion  on  tii6 gnilty  finner^  andTay,  ^'Deliver  him 
^*  from  going  down  into  the  pit ;  I  hwe  feimd  a  ranfom.** 
O,  how  piercing  thofe  rays  of  love,  which  coald  reach 
from  the  Goclhe»l  to  man !  To  this  he  will  never  fail  to 
add  his  own  unwoithinefs,  his  numerous,  aggravated, 
repeated  provocations.  He  never  lofes  fight  of  thofe  fins 
which  iirft  compelled  him  to  fly  for  refuge  ^  to  the  hope 
^'  fet  before  him.''  His  own  intereft  obliged  him  to  re- 
member them  before,  as  ezpofing  him  to  condemnation, 
and  he  is  now  willing  to  confefaand  record  them,  as  ferv- 
ing  to  illuftrate  the  divine  mercy. 

And  let  us  never  forget  the  unfpeakable  gift  of  Go4 
^*  that  he  fpared  not  his  own  fon,  but  delivered  him  op  iir 
*'  us  all."  How  fliall  we  fufficiently  wonder  at  the  boulfC> 
lefs  mercy  of  the  Father,  and  die  infinite  condefoenfion^ 
the  Son,  when  we  reflect  upon  his  incarnation,  and  iM 
the  aftonifhing  end  of  his  appearance  in  our  nature,  that 
he  might  "  bear  our  fins  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree." 
Did  he  overcome  all  his  enemies  in  his  laft  conflift,  and 
"  make  a  (hew  of  them  openly,  triumphing  over  them  in 
"  his  crofs  ?"  And  (liall  he  not  alfo,  by  the  fame  means, 
reign  in  his  people's  hearts,  and  be  the  fovereign  Lord  of 
all  their  afFcftions  ? 

To  all  this,  I  ilrdU  only  add  that  glorious  inheritance, 
which  is  provided  for  every  "  veffel  of  mercy,"  after  he 
hath  paffed  his  preparatorj'  trials.  How  well  may  we  join 
with  the  apofile  Peter  in  this  folemn  form  of  thankfgiving, 
"  Bleffed  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chritt,  . 
"  which,  according  to  his  abundant  mercy,  hath  begotten 
"  us  again  by  the  refurreaion  of  Jefus  Chrift  from  the 
"  dead,  to  an  inheritance  incorruptible  and  undefiled,  and 
"  thatfadeth  not  away."*  Now,  when  all  thefe  circum- 
ftances  are  confidered  by  the  believer,  together  with  fuch 
as  may  be  peculiar  to  himfelf  and  his  own  paft  conduft, 
mull  he  not  be  ready  to  cry  out,  "  Lord,  what  wilt  thou 
*'  have  me  to  do  !  O  that  I  knew  how  I  might  repay  fome 
"  fmall  part  of  my  infinite  obligations !  O  that  1  knew  by 

•  1  Pet.  i.  3,  4. 


On  Regeneration.  347 

«*  what  means,  or  at  what  expence  I  might  magnify  and 
"  do  thee  honor !  Write  thy  laws  in  my  heart,  and  put 
"  them  in  my  inward  parts,  and  enable  me  in  every  pof- 
^^  iible  way  to  fliew  that  I  love  thee,  becaufe  thou  hail  firii 
•*  loved  me." 

2.  This  plainly  includes  in  it,  and  will  certainly  pro- 
duce the  moll  fincere  and  fervent  love  to  his  fellowcrca- 
tures.  As  love  to  God  is  the  firft,  fo  love  to  man  is  the 
fecond  commandment  of  the  moral  law.  %  We  have  our 
Lord's  own  authority  for  faying  it  is  "  like"  unto  the  firft; 
and  that  love  which  "  workcth  no  ill  to  his  neighbour"  is 
the  "  fulfilling  of  the  law."  Every  one  is  ready  to  ac- 
Knowledge,  that  love  to  man  is  an  important  branch  of 
pra£Ucal  religion.  But  many  great  pleaders  for  this  duty 
do  not  fufficiently  attend  to  its  infeparable  connexion 
with  the  love  of  God,  and  in  particular,  with  a  fenfe  of 
redeeming  love,  or  the  love  of  God  in  Chrift :  Yet  is  there 
nofuch  principle  of  univerfal  love  any  where  to  be  found? 

In  order  to  take  a  fhort  view  of  this,  it  will  be  proper 
to  diftinguifix  our  brethren  of  mankind  into  the  two  gene- 
ral claffes  of  bad  men  and  good.  As  to  bad  men,  the  &me 
love  to  God,  the  fame  concern  for  his  glory,  which  fills 
the  Cbriftian  with  grief  and  indignation  at  their  moil  da- 
ring offences,  infpires  the  moll  ardent  defire  for  their  re- 
covery and  falvaiion.  This  is  the  only  love  to  them  which 
13  either  acceptable  to  God  or  profitable  to  themfelves. 
It  will  fhew  itfelf  in  all  the  offices  of  kindnefs  and  huma- 
nity ;  in  inftrurting  them  where  there  is  ability,  admo- 
nilhing  them  where  there  is  opportunity,  and  in  pleading 
for  them  at  the  throne  of  grace,  to  which  there  is  always 
undiilurbed  accefs.  The  believer,  knowing  the  danger 
of  fin,  and  having  a  profpeft  of  approaching  eternity,  is 
moved  with  compaifion  for  blind  and  inconfiderate  fin- 
ners.  Their  conduct  leads  him  to  refleft  upon  the  de- 
pravity  of  his  own  nature,  and  eameilly  to  pray,  that  they 
may  be  partakers  of  divine  grace. 

He  that  lovcth  God  is  under  little  temptation  to  hate  his 
brother ;  or  rather,  in  fo  lar  as  he  lovcth  God  fincerely, 
he  is  under  none  at  all.  Hatred  commonly  arifeth  from 
envy  and  rival  purfuits.    But  aChriftiao,  more  than 
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iktisfied  with  hk  o#n  pditSm,  hith  M  oocafion  to  envy 
others,  eith^whtt  d»^  pofleft  or  pnofiKQte.  In  what  a 
contemptible  light  does  he  look  uporf  fte  honors,  riches 
and  pleafures,  about  which  there  is  lb  "violent  a  ftruggle 
among  worldly  men  ?  It  is  impoffible,  therefiyre,  that  he 
ibould  hate  thofe  who  do  not  interfere  with  him,  though  in 
many  cafes  he  is  difpofisd  heartily  to  jHty  their  foUy  and' 
delufion. 

Nay,  the  matter  ddes  not  evm  reft  here,  for  the  ChrilH- 
ftn  is  laid  under  the  moft  exprefs  ciommand  to  **  love  hh** 
perfonal  ^*  enemies,  to  Ueft  them  that  curie  him,  to  pray 
''  for  them  who  defpitefolly  ufe  hun  -andperiecate  him.* 
This  is  the  glory  of  the  gofpel,  which  gives  the  do6hine 
of  Cbrift  a  luftre  far  fuperior  lo  the  moft  admired  fyflema 
of  human  virtue.  And  however  hard  a  faying  it  may  ap- 
pear at  firft  view,  when  we  confider  the  cbara£ter  and 
hoi^s  of  a  penicei)^tener,ind  the  example  of  bis  expU 
ring  Saviour,  it  hatli  nothing  ftrange  or  incredible  in  it  at 
all :  That  he,  who  expeds,  from  the  free  grace  of  God, 
pardon  for  his  innumerable  and  aggravated  offences,  fhould 
be  ready  to  forgive  the  far  flighter  irefpaffes  of  his  brethren 
againft  himfelf.  Or  rather,  that  be  fhould  take  the  higheft 
pleafure,  and  think  it  his  honor  to  do  fo,  w  hen  he  remem- 
bers his  Redeemer's  dying  words,  "  Father,  forgive  them^ 
"  for  they  know  not  what  they  do." 

As  to  good  men,  there  is  no  manner  of  difficulty  :  they 
are  united  together  by  the  tendcreft  and  the  ftrongeft  ties, 
and  love  one  another  with  a  pure  heart  fervently.  It  was 
no  wonder,  that  when  ChrilHanity  was  in  a  perfecuted 
ftate,-the  heathens  fhould  make  the  remark,  *'  Behold  how 
**  thefe  Chriftians  love  one  another  !'*  They  had  a  com- 
mon charafter,  a  common  Saviour,  common  fufferings, 
and  common  hopes.  And  muft  it  not  be  the  fame  ft  ill? 
for  "  all  that  will  live  godly  in  Chrift  Jefus  muft  fuffer  per- 
*'  fecution."  If  they  are  not  perfecuted  with  the  fwords» 
they  fhall  be  perfecuted  with  the  tongues  of  men.  They 
h?cve  the  ftrongeft  motives  to  love  one  another,  and  no- 
ihing  to  divide  them,  for  there  can  be  no  rivaUhip  or  jea- 
ionfy  between  thofe  who  poffefs  or  court  the  "  true  rich. 
»'es."     There  is  enough  in  an  all-fufficient  God  to  fatisfy 
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the  defires  of  all  his  faints  ;  and  they  being  intimatelK 
united  to  the  one  only  living  and  true  God,  muft  of  con* 
iequence  be  united  to  one  another.  This  is  the  tenor  of 
their  Saviour^s  interceffory  prayer :  '*  That  they  all  may 
^^  be  one,  as  thou,  Father,  art  in  me,  and  I  in  thee ;  that 
^*  they  alfo  may  be  one  in  us :  that  the  world  may  believe 
^  that  thou  haft  fent  me.  And  the  glory  which  thou  gaveft 
'*  me,  I  have  given  them :  that  they  may  be  one,  even 
'^  as  we  are  one.  I  in  them,  and  thou  in  me,  that  they 
*'  may  be  made  perfect  in  one,  and  that  the  world  may 
^'  know  that  thou  haft  lent  mC|  and  haft  loved  them  as 
•*  thou  haft  loved  me."* 


CONCLUSION. 

X  SHALL  now  clofe  this  difcourfe  with  fome  pra£tical 
X  in^pi^vement  of  thcfe  impc^rtant  truths.  Several  re- 
fle£lions  have,  indeed,  already  been  interwoven  with  the 
particular  branches  of  the  fubjcft,  and  the  light  which  they 
throw  on  other  parts  of  religion  pointed  out.  I  ilial1» 
therefore,  at  this  time,  only  make  a  few  obfervations  up^ 
QU  the  whole,  and  proceed  to  a  ferious  addrefs  to  all  my 
readers  on  this  moft  interefting  fubjedt.    And, 

ift.  From  the  various  truths  above  eftablifhed,  and  the 
order  in  which  they  have  been  opened,  we  may  fee  the 
indtifibluble  connexion  between  falvation  by  the  grace  of 
God,  and  holinefs  in  heart  and  converfation.  We  may 
fee  their  caual  importance  and  their  influence  upon  one 
another.  There  are  many  who  attempt  to  divide  thofe 
things  which  God  hath  infep&rably  joined.  Many  infift 
only  on  the  duties  of  the  law  of  God  and  our  natural 
obligations  to  obedience ;  and  are  hardly  brought  to  any 
mention  of  the  righteoufnefs  ofChrift,  as  the  ground  of  a 
finner's  acceptance  before  God.  Nay,  fome  Icruple  not 
to  affirm  th^t  the  do£lrine  of  juftification  by  free  grace,  or 

*  lohQ  XTiL  3t,  33,  33. 


a^  finncr^s  being  found  tn  Chrifl,  not  having  his  own 
righteoiirticfs,  weakens  the  obligation  to  hohnefs^  and 
temls  to  introduce  liceniioufnefs  gf  practice-  But  fruni 
what  hath  been  faid  in  the  above  difcourfc,  we  may  learn, 
not  only  in  general  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  a  change,  but 
how  this  llanJs  connefted  with  the  purchafe  and  gift  of 
iklvationf  the  charafter  and  work  of  a  Redeemer,  It  will 
pbinly  appear^  ihat  a  change  in  fome  refpcfts  isneceCary 
ig  bring  us  to,  and  in  others  is  the  neceflkry  effed  and 
tonfcquencc  of,  the  acceptance  of  falvation. 

I  have  endeavored  in  the  preceding  pages  to  fhew,  that 
a  difcovery  of  the  nature  and  glory  of  God,  and  of  ibe 
infinite  evil  of  fin,  is  abfolotely  neceflary^  in  order  to  our 
either  underflandingor  relifliing  the  doilrine  of  the  crofs. 
What  is  this  then,  but  a  change  begun  ?  Muft  not  the  do* 
minion  of  fin  In  every  fuch  perfon  have  received  a  mori^i 
blow  ?  Doth  any  thing  more  diredly  tend  to  hoH  ncfs» 
than  to  fee  the  power  and  glory  of  a  holy  God,  and  how 
*^  evil  and  bitter  a  thing''  it  is  to  depart  from  him  I  Ofi 
the  other  hand,  is  it  not  neceflary  to  complete  the  chang9» 
that  there  be  a  fenfe  of  reconciliation  and  peace  ?  "  Can 
"  two  walk  together  except  they  be  agreed  ?"  Can  anjr 
perfon  live  in  the  love  and  fervice  of  God,  while  he  con- 
ceiveshim  to  be  his  enemy,  and  fuppofes  himfelf  ftill  the 
obje£t  of  his  wrath  and  difpleafure  ?  But  fuppofing  this 
reconciliation  obtained,  let  me  boldly  aflc,  What  motive 
to  holinefs  in  all  manner  of  converfation,  equal  to  the 
force  of  .redeeming  love  ?  Judge,  O  Chriftian,  will  any 
cold  reafoning  on  the  nature  and  beauty  of  virtue  have 
fuch  an  effeft  in  mortifying  corruptions,  as  a  believing 
view  of  a  pierced  Saviour  ?  Where  Ihall  we  find  fo  faith, 
fill,  fo  a£tive,  fo  chearful  a  fervant  of  God,  as  one  who 
joins  with  the  apoftle  Paul  in  faying,  **  I  am  crucified 
"  with  Chrift  :  neverthelefs  I  live ;  yet  not  I,  but  Chrift 
"  liveth  in  me :  and  the  life  which  I  now  live  in  the  flefh, 
**  I  live  by  the  fisiith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved  me, 
**  and  gave  himfelf  for  me."*  Faith  in  Chrift  Jefus  never 
can  take  place  in  any  heart,  unlefs  there  has  been  an  iiw 

*  Gal.  ii.  20. 
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tcmal  work  of  the  Spirit  of  God  tefiifying  of  him  ;  and 
there  is  no  cffcftual  principle  of  new  obedience,  but  faith 
which  worketh  by  love. 

2-  What  has  been  faid  above,  will  ferve  to  explain  fomc 
controvcrfies  with  which  the  truths  of  the  gofjx;]  have 
been  often  darkened  and  perplexed ;  particularly  thofe 
relating  to  the  priority,  or  right  of  precedency,  fo  to  fpeak, 
between  faith  and  repentance.  Some  make  repentance^ 
that  is,  as  they  explain  it,  forrow  for  fm,  ferious  refoluti- 
ons  of  forfaking  it,  and  begun  reformation,  the  joint 
grounds  of  our  acceptance,  with  the  merit  of  a  Saviour. 
Thefe,  with  great  plaufibility,  ftate  the  matter  thus :  That 
our  fmcerity  is  accepted  through  the  fatisfatVion  of  Chrirt, 
inftead  of  that  perfedl  obedience  to  which  we  cannot  now 
attain ;  and,  when  taken  in  a  certain  light,  this  affertion 
is  undoubtedly  true.  Others,  difcerning  the  falfhood  that 
may  lurk  under  this  reprefentation,  and  fearing  the  confe- 
quences  of  every  felf- righteous  plan,  are  tempted  to  go  to 
the  oppofite  extreme.  That  they  might  fliew  falvation  to 
be  wholly  of  grace,  fome  have  even  prefumed  to  ufe  this 
harih  and  unfcriptural  expreffion,  that  it  is  not  neceffary 
to  forfake  fm  in  order  to  come  to  Chrift.  I  could  fhew  a 
fenfe  in  which  this  alfo  is  true,  even  as  it  is  not  neceffary 
to  forfake  your  difeafe,  in  order  to  apply  to  the  phyfician. 
But  if  it  is  not  neceffary  to  forfake  it,  I  am  fure  it  is  ne- 
ceffary,  in  both  cales,  to  hate  it,  and  defire  deliverance 
from  it. 

This  difficulty  will  be  eafily  folved  from  what  has  been 
faid  in  the  preceding  parts  of  this  treatife,  and  we  may 
learn  to  preferve  the  truth,  without  expofing  it  to  the  fcom 
or  refentment  of  its  enemies.  The  reader  may  obfcrve, 
then,  that  none  can  fee  the  form  or  comelinefs  of  a  Savi- 
our  (landing  in  the  room  of  fmners,  and  purchafing  for- 
givenefs  from  a  holy  God,  till  the  glory  of  this  God  is  dif- 
covered,  till  the  guilt  of  fm  lays  hold  of  the  confcience,  and 
its  power  is  both  felt  and  lamented.  This  may,  perhaps  be 
called  repentance,  and  I  believe  it  is  called  fo  fometiines  in 
the  holy  fcriptures,  particularly  in  the  following  paffage  : 
"  Repent  ye,  therefore,  and  be  converted,  that  your  fins 
**  may  be  blotted  out,  when  the  times  of  refrelhing  Ihall 


2st  A  Pr^aml  TrwUc 

^  come  from  Ae  pnifawf  cf  the  Lofd."*  But  the  finnar 
does  not  b  prope^  fariake  fin  inwder  tooome  to  Chrifl, 
as  he  flies  to  him  lor  deliverance  fiom  its  condemning 
guilt  and  eniUviqg  poww.  He  is  fi>  far  from  coming  to 
God  with  agift  in  his  hand,  eifenof  iw  own  prayers  and 
penitontial  tears,  diat  hia  coniriftions.  continue  to  foUov 
him,  if  I  may  fpoJc  fo,  through  every  hiridng  place,  tilLlie 
is  entirely  fubjeOed,  till  ho  is  ftript  naked  and  bare,  and 
deprived  of  every  (hadov  of  excufe.  Then  it  ii  thatia}* 
vation  through  a  defpifed  crucified  Saviomr  becomes  «»: 
fpeakably  amiable  in  all  it  parts,  fin  becomes  more  fK» 
fe£Uy  hateful,  and  an  afliircd  profpeft  is  obtained  of  itaim* 
me^ate  mortification,  and,  in  due  time,  of  its  entiii^  aad 
complete  deftruCtion.  Thus  iaith  and  repentance  are  JOi> 
volvcd  in  one  another,  they  produce,  and  are  ^prodnaadl 
by  one  another.  They  may  be  treated  of  diftinS^Ft  A>Bfe 
they  cannot  exift  (eparatdy.  So  that  whenever  wnmjst 
them  is  fiaund  alone,  m*  Hands  independent  of  die  jOmv 
that  very  thing  is  a  fufficient  evidence  that  it  is  fidfe  aod 
fpurious. 

3.  From  what  has  been  faid  on  this  fubjeft,  we  may 
be  enabled  to  judge  what  are  the  fundamental  andeflential 
doftrinesof  the  gofpel,  to  which  all  others  are  but  fubordi- 
nate  and  fubfervient.  Regeneration,  or  the  New  Birth, 
we  are  warranted  to  fay,  after  the  example  of  our  Saviour, 
is  abfolutely  neceffary  to  falvation  :  "  Except  a  man  be 
*'  born  again,  he  cannot  fee  the  kingdom  of  God-*'  If 
any  man,  therefore,  depart  from  this  truth,  be  makes  fliip- 
wrcck  of  the  faith,  and  will  at  laft  be  found  to  fight  againft 
God.  It  is  alio  plain,  that  the  reconciliation  of  a  linner 
to  God  muft  be  through  the  blood  of  the  atonement : 
**  For  other  foundation  can  no  man  lay,  than  that  is  laid, 
♦*  which  is  Jefus  Chrift."|  If  any  man  hold  by,  and 
build  upon,  this  great  foundation,  he  fhall  be  finally  ac- 
cepted, though  many  things  may  be  found  in  him  juflly 
blame-worthy.  Nor  is  it  eafy,  indeed,  to  fay  what  degree 
of  error  and  mifapprehenfion  concerning  thefe  truths 
themfclves,  may  be  confident  with  abiding  by  the  fub- 

•  Aasiii.  19.        t  1  Cor.  lii.  U, 
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fiance.  But  certainly  all  who  difeftly  and  openly  oppofe 
them,  may  be  faid  *'  to  bring  in  damnable  hereties,  even 
*'  denying  the  Lord  that  bought  them,  and  to  bring  upon 
**  thcmfelvcs  fwift  deftruftion.*'* 

This  may  teach  us,  what  judgment  Ghriftians  ought  to 
form  of  the  numiy  parties  and  tactions  which  divide  the 
vifible  cborcb.  There  may  be  Imaller  diflfcrences,  which 
keep  them  afunder  on  earth,  while,  in  faith  and  in  love 
u>  an  unfeen  Saviour,  they  are  perfeftly  united.  We  are 
told  that  God  Jhall  gather  his  ele£l  from  the  four  winds, 
and  that  ^*  many  ihall  come  from  the  eaft  and  wed,  and 
'^  ihall  fit  down  with  Abraham,  and  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  in 
**  the  kingdom  of  heavcn."f  I  always  think  with  much 
pleafure  on  tiie  perfect  union  of  this  great  and  general  af- 
ietnbly  of  the  church  of  the  firfl  born.  Then,  all  other 
diiUndlions,  all  other  dcfignations,  ihall  be  aboliihed,  and 
thofe  ihall  make  one  pure  and  unmixed  fociety,  who  have 
received  *'  a  white  fione  and  a  new  name,'*  and  "  whofe 
'*  names  are  written  in  the  Lamb*8  book  of  life.'*  The 
profpef  t  of  this  ihould  keep  us  from  immoderate  refcnt. 
ment,  at  prefent,  againft  any  of  whom  we  have  realbn  to 
think  that  they  hold  the  foundation,  are  acquainted  with 
real  and  practical  religion,  or  have  had  experience  of  a 
laving  change. 

No  man,  indeed,  can  deny  it  to  be  jufl,  that  every  one 
ihould  endeavor  to  fupport  that  plan  of  the  difcipline  and 
government  of  the  church  of  Chrift,  and  even  the  minutefl 
parts  of  it,  which  appear  to  him  to  be  founded  upon  the 
word  of  God.  But  ftill  found  dodlrine  is  more  to  be  ef- 
teemed  than  any  form.  Still  we  ought  to  confider  the  ex- 
cellence of  every  particular  form,  as  confiding  in  its  fitnefs 
to  promote  or  preferve  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  and  to 
carry  on  a  work  of  illumination,  conviftion,  and  conver- 
fion,  to  the  faving  of  the  foul.  Would  any  ChrilUan  ihew 
that  be  is  of  a  truly  catholic  difpofition,  let  him  difcover  a 
greater  attachment  to  thofe  even  of  different  denominati* 
ons,  who  feem  to  bear  the  image  of  God,  than  to  profane 
perfons,  be  their  apparent  or  pretended  principles  what 

•  2  E«t..ft.'  I..        t  Mfttt.  viii,  n. 
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they  will.  Let  m  pqr  feme  regard  to  otbcrr  difiin£Hon«f 
but  ftill  the  grated  regard  to  Bie  moftimpoitant  of  all  dSt 
tin£tions,  that  of  fiunts  and  Cnners. 

4.  As  this  great  difttn£lion  dindes  the  whole  human 
race,  and  is  fo  very  important  in  its  confeqoenGes,  let  me 
eameftly  intreat  every  one  who  pemfedi  this  treatife,  td 
bring  the  matter  to  a  trial  with  regard  to  himfeUl-  Anfwer 
this  queftion  in  ferioufnefs,  Whddier  do  you  belong  to  the 
one  clafs  or  the  other  ?  We  are  dropping  into  the  gravii 
from  day  to  day,  and  our  ftate  is  fixed  bqrond  any  pvflB 
bility  of  change.  What  aftoniflring  folly  to  continuilli 
uncertainty  whether  we  ihall  go  to  heaven  or  hell^  ^nhi!^ 
ther  we  flndl  be  companions  of  angels,  or  aflfociates  witli 
blafjAeming  devils,  to  all  eternity.  Nothing,  thadoM^ 
can  be  more  lalutary,  than  that  you  make  in  impariyi 
fearch  into  your  prefent  charaAer  and  ftate.  If  yion  faMil 
ground  to  concludie  that  you  are  at  peace  with  God,  wiMff 
an  unfpeakable  fource  of  joy  and  confolation  ?'  If-oAir* 
wife,  there  is  no  time  to  lofe  in  haftening  from  the  brink 
of  the  pit.  May  I  not  with  feme  confidence  make  tfaift 
demand  of  every  reader,  that  he  would  fet  apart  feme  time 
and  apply  with  vigour  and  eameftnefs  to  the  duty  of 
felf- examination  ?  Is  not  this  demand  reafonable?  What 
injury  can  you  fuffer  by  complying  with  it :  Will  confci- 
ence  permit  any  to  continue  unreproved  in  the  negleft  of 
it  ?  Have  you  read  fo  much  on  the  fubjeft  of  regeneration, 
and  are  you  unwilling  to  reap  the  benefit  of  it  ?  Let  every 
one,  without  exception,  take  up  or  renew  this  grand  en- 
quiry, "  Am  I  in  Chrift  ?  That  is,  am  I  a  New  Creature 
"  or  not  ?  Am  1  a  child  of  God  ?  or  do  I  ftill  continue  an 
"heir  of  hell?" 

5.  As  it  is  more  than  probable  there  will  be  fome  read- 
ers who  are,  or  have  reafon  to  fufpeft,  themfelves  unrc. 
newed,  I  would  now  come  as  an  ambaffador  from  Chrift, 
and  endeavor  to  negociate  peace.  Wherefore  "  as  though 
"  God  did  befeech  you  by  me,  1  pray  you  in  ChrilVs 
"  ftead,  be  ye  reconciled  unto  God."*  While  I  attempt 
this,  I  defire  to  do  it  under  a  juft  impreffion  of  the  great 
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and  principal  truths,  which  have  been  illuftratcd  on  this 
fubje£l,  1  know  that  this  change  is  a  work  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  of  grace  ;  that  he  only  can  bring  a  clean  thing  out 
of  an  unclean ;  that  without  his  effedual  bleifing,  the 
cleared  and  mod  conclufive  reafoning  direfted  to  the  un- 
derftanding,  the  mofl  warm  and  pathetic  application  to  the 
affeftions,  will  be  altogether  fruitlefs.  I  know  that  great 
natural  abilities  are  often  perverted  and  abufed,  that  the 
founded  reafon  in  worldly  things,  and  the  mod  brutifti 
folly  in  matters  of  eternity,  are  often  joined  together.  That 
men  may  be  learned  fcholars,  eminent  politicians,  adive 
merchants,  Ikilful  tradefmen,  and  yet  blinded  finners, 
whom  no  indru£lion  can  enlighten,  whom  no  warning 
can  alarm.  But  I  know  and  believe,  at  the  fame  time, 
that  God  "  whom  I  ferve  with  my  fpirit  in  the  gofpel  of 
**  bis  Son,"  is  able  to  make  "  his  word  quick  and  power- 
**  ful,  /harper  than  a  two-edged  fword,  piercing  even  to  the 
*^  dividing  afunder  of  foul  and  fpirit,  and  of  the  joints  and 
•*  marrow,  and  a  difcerner  of  the  thoughts  and  intents  of 
'^  the  heart.'**  There  is  an  exprefs  appointment  that  the 
wicked  fliall  "  receive  warning,*'  and  in  this  way  alone 
the  watchman  can  "  deliver  his  own  foul."  It  is  alfo  a- 
greeable  to  refleft,  that  when  God  giveth  "  a  door  of  ut- 
"  terance,"  he  is  alfo  often  pleafed  to  give  '*  a  door  of  faith," 
which  I  pray  may  be  the  cafe  with  many  who  read  this  dif- 
courfc,  for  Ghrift's  fake. 

Let  me,  therefore,  repeat  in  your  ears  this  truth,  and 
may  God  Almighty  by  his  Spirit  carry  it  to  your  hearts, 
that  "  except  a  man  be  born  again,  he  cannot  enter  into 
**  the  kingdom  of  God."  Every  child  of  Adam,  by  na- 
ture,  is  at  enmity  with  God,  and  mud  either  be  renewed 
in  the  fpirit  of  his  mind,  or  perifli  eternally.  It  is  of  no 
confequence  what  you  are  as  to  outward  ftation,  if  you  are 
not  reconciled  to  God ;  it  is  of  no  confequence  what  you 
are  as  to  outward  profeiQon,  if  you  are  not  inwardly 
changed.  God  is  no  refpeSler  of  perfons,  and,  therefore, 
whether  you  are  high  or  low,  rich  or  poor,  whether  you 
are  of  one  denomination  of  Chridians  or  another,  if  you 

•  Heb.  iv.  12. 
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hare  not  been  die  fidi|^'of  a  raoiewins  and  fanftifyinf 
work  oftbe  Hbljr  Spirit/ yon  are  AUdxetic^  wrath,  and, 
if  you  die  in  that  condirfon,  tnuft  *'  go  a^ay  intoeverlaft- 
"  ing  puniflimeni.'*  To  tefleft  ferieufly  but  for' a  few 
moments  on  this  truth,  and  that  every  one  of  osisfo  deep- 
ly concerned  in  it,  one  would  think  mi^t  be  fufficient  to 
alarm  us  all,  either  for  ourfclvcs'of  for  others,  or  for  both* 
Who  could  imap[ine  that  this  weak  flcffh,  fo  {rail  in  its  na- 
ture, and  fo  eafily  taken  to  pieces,  ihonld  yet  fo  harden 
us  againft  the  impreOion  of  approaching  eternity  :  But  Ik 
there  any  hope  of  relief!  Yes  there  is,  and  that  as  unitef- 
fal  as  the  danger*  The  commiiDon  is  nnlWnited,'^  G6 
'<  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  GbSPBL  td  every 

In  onier  to  make  this  exhortation  the  more  difthift  Md 
elTed^ual,  I  fliall  endeavor  to  addrefs  it  in  a  partieidir  Idd 
feparate  manner  to  the  following  clafles :  The  ftiA  tod 

the  Poor;  the  Young  and  the  Old ;  the  Self-righte«ft  tlfd 
the  Chief  of  Sinners. 

I  would  preach  the  everlaftJnp  gofpel  to  the  Rich  and 
Affluent,  on  whom  (as  the  world  cboofes  to  exprefs  it)  for- 
tune  fmiles,  who  are  well  and  plentifully  fupplied  with 
every  prefent  conveniency.  The  prophet  Jeremiah,  in 
trying  the  fuccefs  of  hi$  meflajre,  fays,  "  I  will  get  me  un- 
"  to  the  great  men,  and  will  fpeak  unto  theni.*'|  It  is, 
indeed,  a  matter  of  no  fmall  difficulty  often  to  perfuade 
fuch  to  hear  the  truths  of  the  gofpel.  Let  them  not  be  of- 
fended  while  I  mention  the  words  of  our  bleffed  Saviour, 
*'  Verily  I  fay  unto  you,  that  a  rich  man  (hall  hardly  en- 
•*  ter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven."  And  a^ain,  **  I  fay 
"  unto  you,  it  i5  cafier  for  a  camel  to  go  through  the  eye  of 
**  a  needle,  than  for  a  rich  man  to  enter  into  the  kingdom 
*^  of  GpJ.'V  When  the  world  is  pleafant  and  inviting, 
it  is  ready  to  ingrofs  our  attention,  to  poflefs  our  efteein, 
and  10  attraft  our  homage.  Worldly  grandeur  is  very 
ready  to  infpire  the  mind  with  pride  and  felf-fufficicncy, 
which  is,  of  all  other  things,  the  moft  deftrudive  of  real 
jrligion,  and  which  is  particularly  oppofite  to  the  hum- 

•  Mark  xvi.  i:.        f  •^cr.  r.  5.         ^  Matt.  xix.  23,  2  i. 
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bling  and  fe]f-abafing  doclrine  of  falvation  by  grace.  The 
great  and  fafhionable  world  is  ftill  in  danger  of  the  offence 
of  the  crofs.  Denying  tbemfelves,  bearing  profane  fcorn^ 
mortifying  the  flelh,  loving  and  following  a  crucified  maf* 
ter,  are  hard  leflbnSy  indeed,  to  men  of  wealth  andafflu- 
ence- 

But  fuffer  me  to  warn  all  fuch,  not  to  "  trufl  in  uncer- 
»''  tain  riches/*  Place  not  your  happinefs  in  fo  unflablc 
a  pofTeiGon.  How  flrong,  as  well  as  how  juft,  the  wife 
man's  expreflions  !  *^  Wilt  thou  fet  thine  eyes  upon  that 
**  which  is  not :  for  riches  certainly  make  themfelves 
*'  wings,  they  fly  away  as  an  eagle  towards  heaven,"* — 
Behold,  I  preach  the  gofpel  to  you,  and  offer  you  the  true 
riches.  However  pride  may  make  you  fondly  flatter 
yourfelves,  however  your  greatnefs  or  wealth  may  deter 
others  from  treating  you  with  plainnefs  and  fincerity,  you 
are  finners  of  the  race  of  Adam,  you  are  loft  in  him  by 
nature,  you  are  tranfgreffors  in  pra6lice,  and  liable  to  di- 
vine wrath,  from  which  there  is  no  fhelter  but  in  the 
blood  of  Chrift.  It  is  but  a  very  little  time  that  your 
worldly  greatnefs  can  endure.  Death  (hall  write  vanity 
on  all  created  glory  ;  and  nothing  elfe  Ihall  fcreen  you 
from  the  wrath  of  the  Almighty  Judge  in  the  laft  and  great 
day.  There  the  rich  and  the  poor,  the  prifoner  and  the 
oppreffor,  ihall  (land  upon  a  level  before  the  Maker  of 
them  alL  Embrace  then,  while  you  may,  the  mercy  of 
God.  Put  on  the  fpotkfs  robe  of  your  Redeemer's  righte- 
oufnefs,  and  value  it  more  than  purple  and  fine  linen, 
or  the  moft  coftly  attire.  Seek  the « bread  of  life  which 
Came  down  from  heaven,  and  value  it  more  highly  than 
the  moft  fumptuous  and  delicate  fare.  Be  not  afhamed  of 
a  crucified  Saviour.  Endure  with  a  noble  firmnels  the 
dtfdainful  fmiles  of  a  fcoffing  world.  O !  how  amiable  is 
the  union  of  high  ftation  and  piety,  honor  and  humility, 
wealth  and  fclf-denial,  with  a  refolute  profeffion  of  the 
gofpel  i  Bleffed  is  the  memory  of  Jofeph  of  Arimathea,  an 
honorable  man,  and  a  counfellor,  who  boldly  begged,  and 
honorably  interred  the  body  of  our  Lord,  after  it  had  been 

•  Prov.  xziii*  5. 
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cnicifiedat  theiofiigilliopof  Gomilit  ^p  and  pierced 

by  the  inhumanity  o(Jbrat«tfoldiers.jL«  May  the  Lord  God 
<f  nature  Uefs  and  incieafe  your  fublbDcef  and  make 
every  thing  you  do  to  profper,  but  in  hia  mercy  deliver 
you  from  defpifi^g  the  goTpel,  dying  impcnilsnt^  and  lift- 
ing up  y.our  eyes  in  torments. 

2.  Let  me  preach  this  gpf|)el  to  the  Poor.  It  was  die 
glory  (^  the  gofpel  that  it  was  preached  to  the  Poor,  and 
f^iven  by  our  Saviour  himfelf  as  one  of  the  marks  of  the 
Meiliah's  arrival,  that  ^*  the  gofpel  was  preached  to  the 
^'  Poor.''  Very  fuitaUe  was  tins  to  their  ftate,  good  news 
were  brought  to  them  in  thek  ^ftre&  But  Aink  nott  - 
my  brethren,  that  your  being  poor  is  enough  <tf  itfetf.  It 
may,  indeed,  preferve  you  from  many  temptations  ta 
which  the  rich  are  expofed,  and  it  ought,  one  wouki  think, 
to  confirain  you  to  feek  to  be  rich  towaids  God.  But, 
alas !  this  is  not  always  the  cafe,  and,  when  it  is  iCher- 
wife,  how  does  it  make  every  confiderate  heart  bleed  wkfa 
compaffion  and  tendernefs !  O !  unhappy  they  who  are 
both  poor  and  profane,  miferable  in  time  and  miferable  to 
eternity,  defpifed  on  earth,  and  outcafls  forever*  Pitia- 
ble cafe  indeed  ! 

But  does  not  the  Saviour  of  finners  befeech  you  to  be 
reconciled  unto  God.  He  intrcats  you  to  come  unto  him 
that  you  may  have  life.  He  regardetli  not  tlie  perfons  of 
men,  but  values  a  precious  immortal  fpirit  as  much  in  a 
mean  cottage  as  in  a  fplendid  palace.  Your  rags  and  na- 
kednefs  can  be  no  hindrance  to  your  obtaining  his  favor. 
He  counfels  you  "  to  buy  of  him  gold  tried  in  the  fire, 
*^  that  you  may  be  rich ;  and  white  raiment,  that  you  may 
"  be  clothed."  But  O  !  confider  that  you  are  naturally 
much  more  loathfome  by  fin  than  by  poverty.  Humble 
jourfelves  deeply  in  the  fight  of  God.  Fly  for  refuge  to 
lay  hold  of  the  hope  fet  before  you.  Accept  of  a  free  par- 
don of  all  your  fins  through  the  blood  of  Chrill,  and  of 
his  Holy  Spirit  to  enable  you  to  love  and  ferve  him.  Re- 
joice  in  your  ponion  as  all-fuflicient  and  full,  and  in  the 
covenant  of  peace,  as  *'  ordei-ed  in  all  things,  and  fure." 
Go  in  the  fpirit  of  adoption  to  your  reconciled  Father  in 
Chriil,  and  alk  of  him  your  daily  bread.     Do  not  envy 
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the  profperity  of  others ;  fmce  it  is  not  material  whether 
you  fhall  live  in  plenty  and  flecp  on  a  bed  of  down,  or 
live  in  ftraits  and  lie  on  a  dunghill,  compared  to  what 
ihall  become  of  you  forever.  But,  above  all,  be  not  fo 
mad  as  to  envy  finners  an  unfanftificd  profperity.  Rather, 
when  you  fee  a  man  of  opulence  defpifmg  the  fabbath,  €»r 
hear  a  wretch  in  a  gilded  chariot  profaning  his  Creator^s 
name,  be  ready  to  fay,  "  Shall  I  complain  of  poverty, 
**  when  my  Lord  and  matter  had  not  where  to  lay  his 
"  head  ?  No,  let  me,  on  the  contrary,  blefs  that  advcrfity 
**  which  caufed  me  to  conficler.  Let  me  be  very  thankful 
**  for  that  humble  ftation  which  gives  me  accefs  to  com- 
**  munion  with  God,  and  docs  not  waile  my  time  with 
•*  crouds  of  company.  Who  knoweth  whether  I  fliould 
"  have  retained  my  integrity,  if  1  had  been  conttantly  fur- 
**  rounded  with  profane  gaiety,  fwimming  in  pleafurc, 
"  befieged  by  flatterers,  folicited  by  fenfualifts,  befet  with 
*•  temptations  ?  O  that  I  may  be  pofTeffed  of  the  pearl  of 
«  great  price,  reconciled  to  God,  united  to  Chrill,  adorned 
^  with  Divine  grace,  and  that  I  may  be  my  Redeemer's 
**  at  his  fccond  coming." 

3.  I  would  preach  the  gofpel  to  thofe  who  are  but  yet 
in  the  Morning  of  life.  This  is  the  moft  pleafant  and 
hopeful  part  of  a  minitter's  work.  Happy  are  you,  my 
dear  Children,  who  have  been  fo  early  called  into  God's 
vineyard,  but  infinitely  more  happy,  if  you  are  inwardly 
and  fully  determined  to  comply  with  the  call.  1  befeech 
you  **  Remember  your  Creator  in  the  days  of  your  youth, 
•*  while  the  evil  days  come  not,  nor  the  years  draw  nigh, 
**  when  you  (hall  fay  you  have  no  pleafure  in  them."* — 
Early  piety  is  exceeding  lovely  in  the  eyes  of  the  fober 
part  of  mankind,  highly  acceptable  to  God,  and  will  be 
infinitely  profitable  to  yourfelves.  Be  not  enticed  with 
the  deceitful  promifes  and  falfe  pretences  of  worldly  en. 
joyments,  which  are  fo  ready  to  inflame  your  paffions, 
and  fo  warmly  folicit  your  love.  Believe  the  telUmony 
of  all,  without  exception,  who  have  gone  before  you,  and 
have  left  this  record  written  on  created  comforts,  that 
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you  have  emcicd  mt  m.  iMrid  «f  te  Mi  ftnow.  Yo* 
may  fi^el  the  earif  ffirriBBi  ofeuMiuptinn  ia  yourlclveti 
and  fee  itt  vamamk  and  maolMd  mta«  both  iayour- 
feWes  and ocfaen.  Aha !  are Oeaa  not  fema  yaung]>er- 
fona  wfaokanit  aa  their  firftlaopHfa.  to  UaTpheoae  their 
Maker's  name  ?  Many  childreoh  wh^^aonot  work*  «e 
expert. in  finning.  Aha!  yoorhcarta  aie  i»titfaUy<&r 
from  God.  Yon  ^  ga  afagr  aa  iooa  aa  yon  are  howi 
^^  fpeaking  liea.** 

Be  perfuaded,  tfaerebre*  to  fly  to  the  blood  of  GhaiAt 
the  prectDua  blood  of  Ghrift^  •^ynho  loved  yoo,  and^nre 
«'  bimrelf  for  you."  He  died  upon  the  crda  to  fiivo^ 
from  the  bell  which  yon  have  deferved  by  your  fioat  4uk 
he  gracioufly  invitee  you,  fej^ilg,  "^Sufler  the  litdaolil^; 
^'dren  to  come  unto  ne,mndferiiid  them  not,  io»JoiSmk: 
«'  is  the  kingdom  of  God***  Blefled  are  tfaofe  chiUMni 
who,  like  their  Saviour,  advance  in  wifiiom  aa  in  iMaaOft 
and  '^  in  favor  with  God  and  man."  Let  young  perlboa 
in  general  remember,  as  they  are  growing  up,  that  all  the 
early  opportunities  of  inftruaion  which  they  have  enjoy* 
ed»  efpecially  fuch  as  have  been  brought  up  under  the  in- 
fpeftion  of  pious  parents,  will  greatly  aggravate  their  guilt, 
if  they  continue  to  defpife  them.  For  this  reafon  fome,  I 
wilh  I  could  not  fay  many,  are  old  in  fin,  when  they  are 
but  young  in  years.  Wherefore,  without  further  delay, 
betake  yourfelves  to  God  in  Ghrift  ;  learn  and  love  your 
Redeenier^s  name,  and  let  the  life  that  you  live  in  the  flclh^ 
be  a  life  of  faith  on  the  Son  of  God  and  only  Saviour  of 
The  world.  Your  early  entrance  on  a  religious  life  will 
make  you  regular,  eftablifticd,  ufefiil,  fruitful  Chriflians. 
If  you  are  to  continue  long  in  the  world,  it  will  greatly 
contribute  to  the  fweetnefs  and  fcrenity  of  life  ;  and  if  it 
be  the  will  of  God  that  you  fliould  die  foon,  it  will  make 
you  meet  for  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light.  There 
is  fomething  very  terrible  in  the  death  (often  the  unex- 
peSed  death)  of  young  perfons,  in  the  bloom  or  middle  of 
life,  plunged  in  fenfuality,  inflamed  with  luft,  and  bent 
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on  fin  oF  every  kind.  But,  bleffed  be  God,  there  are  alfo 
fome  agreeable  inftances  of  young  faints  quickly  ripened 
by  divine  grace,  thoroughly  mellowed  by  early  affliftion, 
refigning  the  world,  not  with  fubmiffion  only,  but  pleafurc, 
and  taking  winj^  to  a  land  of  reft  and  peace,  where  "  the 
**  inhabitants  (hall  not  fay,  I  am  fick  :"  and  "  the  people 
"  that  dwell  therein  (lull  be  forgiven  their  iniquity.*'* 

4.  I  muft  now  preach  the  gofpel  to  thofe  who  are  Old, 
who  having  gone  through  many  viciflitudes,  are  perhaps 
tottering  upon  the  brink  of  the  grave,  and  drawing  near  to 
"  the  houfe  appointed  for  all  living."  And  I  do  it  becaufe 
ray  office  obliges  me  to  preach  the  gofpel  to  every  Creature. 
There  is  but  little  pleafure  in  addreffing  fuch,  becaufe 
there  is  but  little  hope  of  fuccefs.  May  I  not  fuppofe, 
that  fome  one,  or  more,  may  be  led  to  perufe  this  difcourfe, 
who  have  itiany  years  refiiled  the  calls  of  the  gofpel,  and 
have  been  long  accuftomed  to  do  evil.  What  caufe  have 
you  to  admire  the  mercy  of  God,  that  you  are  not  now 
**  in  the  lake  which  burns  with  fire  and  brimftone  for  ever- 
"  more  ?*'  Have  you  not  followed  many  of  your  equals 
in  age  to  the  church-yard,  and  committed  their  bodies  to 
the  dull  ?  What  preparation  have  you  made,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  reprieve  allowed  you,  and  the  admonitions 
given  you?  Hear  then,  once  more,  the  joyful  found:  Be- 
lieve in  the  name  of  the  Son  of  God,  that  you  may  have 
lifis  through  his  name.  Fly  to  his  blood,  that  you  may 
obtain  the  fbrgivenefs  of  your  fins,  and  an  inheritance  a- 
mong  them  who  are  fan£lified.  He,  and  none  elfe,  is  able 
td  deliver  you.  Cry  to  him,  that  he  may  breathe  upon 
the  dry  bones,  and  they  (hall  live.  Though  you  are  hard- 
ened  in  profanity,  though  you  are  I'^efotted  in  fenfuality, 
though  earthly-mindednefs  has  overfpread  you  like  a  lep- 
roiy,  his  right-hand  and  his  holy  arm  will  get  him  the  vic- 
tory. He  is  able  to  create  you  anew  unto  good  works ; 
and,  as  you  are  already  monuments  of  his  patience  and 
fbrbearande,  to  make  you  ta  eternity  the  happy  monu- 
m^nts  of  his  fovereign'and  almiglity  grace.  Is  there  now 
any  r^niaining  obje&On  ?  Is  there  yet  any  room  fior  far- 
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beads,  and  dnufti  itf  Ainows  upiM  joor  bmvs  ?  Miht 
hade  tben,ttvlJlrv£ir  jsopr  Jivcp,  l^ftjlm  Imidmm  in  Sm 
row,  andmakejiqMrbi^iobdl...      .^.:..  -•:  :  ^ 

5.  Irtmepmditliegorpdto.tlMi^S^  Bjr 

the  felf-rigbteous,  I  nueui  thp&.jarhB.ArpJ!^ 


ll&leis  form  of  duties,  in  a  d»iifiber.iKiBcd  won  vcyrWj 
prudence,  and  a  few.of  the  ndl  commoo opo^s  of  chri- 
lity  between  man  and  oun;  efpoQiallf  tbofei  if  aiqr.  ftdi- 
have  perfifted  in  treading  thb  ^feoorfe.  to  tbe  dofie^  iito. 
defpilethedoarinesofthp,gnu:eofGod.  I>oaay«f^|pB 
lean  to  the  Jafltionahie  fbbenie  «f  ineligioaa,  pi^olMM 
morality;  andwhenyouiareat  tibcrtyy.lpcat^d^  ~ 


df  free  grace,  and  of  Ghrift*8  rmhffmifnriaana  mfril,  ^Mt 
contempt  and  icorn.  As  the  biU  foul  kaAeth  thelNM^ 
comb,  &  tbe  felf-ri^eous  fiml  fpums  at  ti^iricbca^ffdNr 
vine  mer^,  and  likes  not  tbe  inceflant  reptdtwQr^f  #ii| 
name  of  Cbrift. .  Yoor  guik  is  of  the  dariDcft  and  4aagMI 
dye.  Your  danger  it  is  impofln>le  to  conceive  or  ezpf^ 
What  views  have  you  in  drawing  near  to  a  holy  God  in 
folemn  worfhip  ?  Or  what  meeting  do  you  expe£t  with 
God,  when  he  fitteth  upon  the  throne  of  his  holinefs  in  the 
day  of  judgment  ?  Do  you  ever,  though  in  the  flighteft 
manner,  make  confcience  of  the  duty  of  felf-examination  ? 
May  I  not  have  fome  hold  of  you  by  that  quarter  ?  What 
fatisfaftion  have  you  in  your  own  hearts  ?  Dare  you  tell 
us  now  what  pafles  there?  O  the  power  of  fclf-deceit!  You 
would  be  covered  with  confufion,  did  but  the  world  Imow 
the  foul  pollution  that  lodges  within  you :  how  much  lefs 
Ihall  you  be  able  to  iland,  the  drift  and  impartial  judgment 
of  the  great  Searcher  of  hearts  ? 

Do  but  open  the  book  of  God,  and  what  page  will  not 
condemn  you  ?  This  fentence  (lands  uncancelled  againft 
you,  "  Curfed  is  every  one,  that  continueth  not  in  all 
''  things  that  are  written  in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them. 
**  Out  of  your  own  mouths  will  you  be  judged,  ye  wick* 
**  ed  fervants.  Thou  that  makeft  thy  boaft  of  the  law, 
"  through  breaking  the  law,  dilhonoreft  thou  God  ?*• 
Bring  forth  your  boafted  morality,  and  let  it  be  put  to 
the  trial.    Will  you,  or  dare  you  fey,  "  I  Jiavc  loved  the 


On  Regeneration.  ,  263 

**  Lord  with  all  my  heart,  with  all  my  foul,  with  all  my 
**  mind,  and  with  all  my  ftrength  ?"  Will  you  fay,  I 
have  loved  his  worfliip,  and  ferved  him  in  public,  in  my 
fiimily,  and  in  fecret,  and  I  hope  he  will  accept  of  it  ?  I 
think  I  am  authorifcd  to  anfwer  in  his  name,  "  Was  it 
••  worfhipping  me  to  be  fmging  pfalms  with  your  mouths, 
«*  and  not  once  remembering  their  meaning  ?  to  be  think- 
*'^  ing  of  an  hundred  vain  things  when  you  were  in  the 
**  houfe  of  God  ?  To  be  praifing  without  thankfulnefs, 
"  confefling  without  forrow,  and  alking  bleffings  without 
**  defiring  them  ;  and  to  be  more  attentive  to  the  faces  and 
>*  dreffes  of  others  around  you,  than  to  the  frame  of  your 
*'  own  hearts  ?  Was  it  hearing  my  word,  to  be  criticifing 
'*  the  ftile  and  manner  of  the  fpeaker,  and  laying  hold, 
"  with  the  utmoft  eagemefs,  of  every  improper  motion  or 
•*  ill-chofen  exprcflion,  as  a  fund  of  entertainment  for  your- 
**  felves  and  your  companions  over  your  cups  and  bowls  ? 
•*  Or  do  you  call  your  carelefs,  hafty,  drowfy  prayers,  with 
**  long  intermiffions,  worfhipping  me  in  fecret  ?" 

But  perhaps  you  will  rather  choofe  to  truft  to  the  duties 
cyf  the  fecond  table,  and  what  you  owe  to  your  neighbour. 
Perhaps  you  will  fay,  I  have  been  honeft  in  all  my  deal- 
ings, and  never  wronged  any  man :  nay,  I  have  been 
kind  and  charitable,  have  dedt  my  bread  to  the  hungry, 
and  fupplied  the  wants  of  the  affli£ted  and  poor.  I  anfwer, 
in  the  name  of  God,  "  Many  have  been  yourdefefls  even 
**  in  thefe  duties  ;  but  fuppofing  it  to  be  fo^  you  have  not 
•*  feared  me.  It  might  be  from  pride,  from  fear  of  cen- 
**  fure,  from  prudence  ;  but  it  was  not  in  obedience  to 
**  me,  for  I  was  not  in  all  your  thoughts.  Was  it  your 
"  duty  to  your  neighbour,  to  make  a  mock  at  his  fins,  to 
**  lead  him  into  intemperance,  to  defpife  him  in  your 
**  hearts,  and  ridicule  him  in  your  converfation  ?'*  la 
one  word,  do  but  examine  all  your  **  rightcoufneffes," 
they  will  **  be  found  as  filthy  rags  before  God."  Truft 
not  in  fuch  a  *'  refuge  of  lies." — ^The  bed  is  ftiorter  than 
•*  that  a  man  can  ftretch  himfelf  on  it,  and  the  covering 
*•  narrower  than  that  he  can  wrap  himfelf  in  it."*  Be- 
Kcve  it,  there  is  no  falvation  in  any  other  than  in  Chrift. 

♦  If.  xxviii.  20, 
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His  ttoniQg  U^^Us  ntooQcil|B,3rqa to  (Ipdrr.iiii  grfot 
i^nci  love  wUlxiptWace  your  feola  <r  jbi|  Jidy  and  blefleA 
Spirit  will  write  hit  liiwt  la  ]r(nirh^fil||.M.  BeUew  in  Iimh 
^nd  you  will  be  more  jbdy  than  eir^,  ^(94  jfk  fiand  afic^ 
nifhed  at  yoor  pro&ne  and  biipd  pnd^.  «ii4.  vyoity. .  He 
will  create  ia  you  a  dean  heart,  end  yoji^  will  thra  tdufh 
at  the  thoughts  of  your  remainiog  firijjutipjtt..  Voa  will 
apply  yourfelvcs  to  his  krnot  with  seal  wd  diligence, 
and  yet  ftill  iay  you  are  ui^xrofitaSle  fervants.  -  One  viffw 
of  the  croFs  of  Ghrift  will  make  fin  inore  pdioos  tlmi  a 
tboufiuid  fine  defcripdons  of  the  beauty  of  virtue*  wUch 
commonly  ierve  only  to  nmiriih  and  foctify  the  pridft-df 
man.  ff  ever  you  dofire  to  lee  the  fiu:e  of  God  in  n^fv^ 
or  to  dwell  in  his  prefence,  believe  in  Chri|ft|  far  liiem  ii 
no  pther  wojf  to  the  Father. 

6.  In  the  laft  {dace*  fufier  me  to  pieach  the  80^(f||;lii 
the  Chief  of  finners.  It  is^  gloiy  of  our  JRedkjmer,  j^ 
he  (aves  ^*  to  the  utlermoft  aU  that  come  to  God  by  l|iiiiF 
The  dignity  of  bis  perfon,  tlie  greatnds  of  his  fufferingty 
and  the  tn&pite  value  of  his  atonement  founded  on  bodi, 
makes  him  "  mighty  to  fave."  Let  fuch  finners  attend  to 
thist  who  are  without  excufe,  whofe  heaits  have  been  a 
fink  ofthegreateft  impurity,  whofe  lives  are  ftaincd  with 
the  fouled  and  grofleft  crimes,  whofe  iliis  have  been  nu* 
merous  and  heinous,  and  fcandalous ;  v.- ho  have  no  plea 
to  offer,  but  are.  fenfible  that  they  have  juftly  merited  the 
wrath  of  God  in  its  utmoft  rigor.  Let  fuch  attend  to  this, 
as  are  trembling  at  the  thoughts  of  a  righteous  judgment, 
and  faying,  *'  It  is  a  fearful  thing  to  fall  into  the  hands  of 

*' tlie  living  God.- Men  and  brethren,  what  Ihall  we 

"  do  ?**  Behold,  I  bring  you  good  tidings  of  mercy  un- 
m^ited,  pardon  unfolicited,  a  full  and  free  remiffion  of 
all  your  fijis.  ^^  1  have  blotted  out  thine  iniquities  as  a 
^^  cloud,  and  as  a  thick  cloud  thy  fms  '•  return  unto  me, 
*'  fpr  I  have  redeemed  thee."  Receive  this  teftimony,  and 
**  fct  to  your  fea)  that  God  is  true.*' 

Tb^k  not  to  do  injury  to  the  graoe  of  God,  by  weaving 
a  felf-rightcous  cobweb,  and  refufing  to  believe,  till  you 
%yqL  laid  down  fome  rules  of  a  new  life,  and  effefled  ibnajs 
partial  reformation,  as  if  you  would  firll  fave  yourfelvcs, 
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that  you  may  be  fit  for  falvation  by  Chrift.  Thefe  hopes 
will  foon  be  daihed  in  pieces.  Faith  in  the  lYnputed  righto* 
oufnefs  of  Chrift  is  the  finner's  only  plea.  The  more  vile 
you  are  in  your  own  apprehenfion,  the  more  need  you 
have  "  to  put  on  Chrift."  The  fubfequent  change  of  heart 
and  pra£tice  mud  be  the  efie£l  of  his  power,  is  a  part  of 
his  purchafe,  and  ought  to  be  received  as  his  gracious  gift. 
And  I  will  venttire  to  foretel,  that  you  will  make  the 
greater  progrefs  in  true  holinefs,  the  lefs  you  are  difpofed 
to  boaft  of,  or  to  truft  in  it. 

This,  I  apprehend,  is  the  gofpel  itfelf,  ftiled  in  fcrip- 
ture,  with  the  higheft  propriety,  the  "  gofpel  of  the  grace 
"  of  God."  "  Chrift  came  not  to  call  the  righteous,  but 
*•  Cnners  to  repentance."  If  you  will  rely  on  him  for  fal- 
vation, he  will  ftied  abroad  the  love  of  God  in  your  hearty 
by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  which  will  be  a  powerful  and  operative 
principle  of  new  obedience.  I  befeech  you,  therefore^ 
in  the  moft  earneft  manner,  not  to  rejcft  the  counfel  of 
God  againft  yourfelves.  Nothing  can  be  more  liberal,  or 
more  -gracious,  than  the  oflFer  of  the  gofpel :  *'  I  will  give 
^^  to  him  that  is  athirft  of  the  fountain  of  the  water  of  life 
**  fircely."  There  is  no  fin  of  fo  deep  a  dye,  or  fo  infe£ti- 
ous  a  (lain,  but  the  blood  of  Chrift  is  fufficient  to  waih  it 
out.  There  is  not  any  flave  of  Satan  fo  loaded  with  chains, 
but  he  is  able  to  fet  him  free.  If  you  perifh,  it  is  of  youc-r. 
felves.  I  have  given  you  warning,  from  a  fmcere  and 
ardent  concern  for  your  everlafting  intereft ;  and  may 
God  himfelf,  forChrift's  fake,  by  his  Holy  Spirit,  effeau- 
ally  perfuade  you  to  comply  with  it. 
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KoTE    OF    THE   EoiroS. 

(Dr.  Withersp9on  published  a  separate  volume  of  Sermons  on  the 
leading  truths  of  the  gospel^  with  the  design  of  forming  some* 
thing  like  a  connedted  fyftem  of  these  truths.  The  sermons 
that  were  thus  published  are  kept  together  in  this  edition  of  his 
works^-^They  begin  with  the  discourse  that  immediately  foU 
lows^  on  Rom*  Hi.  33  ;  and  end  with  that  entitled  <<  Obedience 
**  and  Sacrifice  compared"^ 


ALL  MANKIND  BY  NATURE  UNDER  SIN. 

SERMON  1. 

ROMANS  Hi.  23. 
For  all  have  sinned  and  come  short  of  the  glory  of  God. 

THE  whole  revelation  of  the  will  of  God  to  mankind, 
bodi  in  the  Old  Teftament  and  the  New,  proceeds 
upon  the  fuppofition  that  they  are  finners;  that  is  to  fay, 
tranfgrefTors  of  his  law,  and  Uable  to  tlie  flroke  of  his  juf- 
ticc.  This  only  can  give  meaning  to  the  do£trine  of  re- 
dempiian.  None  can  underftand,  at  leail  none  can  reliih 
or  embrace  it,  unlefs  they  believci  and  are  perfuaded  of 
this  preliminary  truth. 

What  I  have  now  faid,  appears  from  many  exprefs 
paflages  of  the  holy  fcriptures ;  and  is  particularly  evident 
from  the  general  ftrain,  and  from  the  very  flrudlure,  of 
the  epiftle  to  the  Romans.  In  it  the  apoftle,  who  had  ne- 
ver been  at  Rome,  gives  a  full  and  particular  account  of  ■ 
die  doftrine  of  Chrift ;  and  he  lays  the  foundation  for  this 
by  a  diftinft  and  laboured  proof,  that  all  mankind,  both 
Jews  and  Gentiles,  are  tmdtr  sin.  In  imitation  of  his  ex- 
unple,  I  intend  to  begin  my  difcourfes  on  practical  religi- 
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•n,  by  cndcAvuiffig  t9ifnprftf8"}roQf  tilinds  with  t  fenfe  of 
the  fante  tftttlr.  Thti  rtiuft  lettl  <h«  wty  to  the  &vii!ij| 
knowledge  of  the  Redeemer  ;  and  as  he  only  can  buUd 
fecurely,  who  takes  care  that  every  part  of  the  fuperfirac*. 
tore  reft  immediatfeljr  or  ultimately  upon  the  foundaikm^ 
k  is  as  neoe&ry  to  be  remembeitd  by  faints,  asldfae^ikl 
eeived  by  fiAiftfri^.        .     . 

It  may  perhaps,  <m  a  d^M  view,  appeair  to  he  fojpi^'^: 
fluotis.  ^  AA  mankind,'  fon^s  will  (ay,  *  are  ready  t».4^ 
^  knowledge  diat  th^  irefinners;  andthere  is greaivM^ 
*  Ton  to  believe  they  are  llincere  in  this  eonfeffidn/  Bttt^ 
my  brethren,  a  litde  refleftien  may  convince  you,  Hmt 
this  general  acknowledgment  is  either  very  infincem,  .«r' 
very  imp^rfeft  anci  defective,  h  b  pirinly  a  ligbt  f 
of  fin  that  enables  the  multitude  to  fieep  in  fecurity. 
plainly  a  light  fenfe  of  (in  Aat  betrqrs  men  into  the  < 
miflion  of  it«  and  emboldens  them  to  continue  in.it«  :  Jt 
is  plainly  a  Iij;ht  fenfe  of  fin  ^t  blunts  the  edge  of  all  Ae. 
threatcnings  in  the  word  of  God,  and  the  admonitions  of 
his  providence.  Is  it  not  from  a  light  fenfe  of  fin,  that 
when  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel  is  not  wholly  deferred, 
its  incftimablc  truths  are  received  without  thankfulncfs, 
and  heard  without  profit  ? 

.  For  thefc  rcafons,  I  propofe,  through  the  afliftancc  of 
difvine  grace,  to  difcourfe  a  little  on  the  words  of  the  apbf. 
tic  now  read :  "  For  all  have  finned,  and  come  Ihort  of  the 
*'  gjory  of  God  :"     And,  in  fo  doing,  Ihall 

1.  Endeavor  td  cdnfirm  the  truth*  contained  in  them. 
That  all  mankind  are  finners,  or  tranfgrefibrs  of  the  hW 
of  God,  and  liable  to  his  righteous  judgment.     And, 

2.  Shall  make  a  praftical  improvement  of  the  fubje£L 

L  In  the  firft  place,  then,  let  us  endeavor  to  confirm 
die  truth  contain<«d  in  the  text.  That  all  mankind  are  fin. 
ners,  or  tranfgrefiors  of  t!ie  law  of  God,  and  liable  to  his 
righteous  judgment.  And  here,  my  brethren,  it  puts'me- 
r  little  to  a  ftand,  in  what  manner  to  handle  this  impor* 
taut  fubje6t ;  whether  in  the  way  of  realbn  or  aflTeflion  ;* 
whether  in  the  way  of  cool  and  conclufive  arguments  du-- 
reSsd  to  the  judgmeoit^  or  jAoiiited  imcnogatories'dirtift- 
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cd  10  the  coiifcience.  Many,  nay,  innumerable,  are  the 
cavils  that  have  been  brought  by  men  of  corrupt  minds 
againft  this  fundamental  truth.  The  falherof  lies,  indeed, 
feeins  to  confider  it,  and  juftly,  as  the  corner-ftone  of  true 
religion,  which,  if  he  is  able  to  weaken  or  undermine,  it 
mull  end  in  the  fall  and  ruin  of  the  whole  fabric.  If  there 
be  any  among  you,  as  poflibly  there  are,  infedled  with  the 
poifon  of  infidelity,  all  exhortation  and  warnino;  will  be 
treated  by  fuch  with  dildain,  while  their  objections,  how- 
ever  weak,  have  not  l>een  brought  into  view.  On  the 
other  hand,  there  are  multitudes  of  fmners  borne  a^  ay  by 
lull  and  paflion,  who  are  incapable  of  underllanding  the 
force  of  fpcculative  reafoning,  and  who  have  an  unhappy 
tendency  to  overlook,  as  what  does  not  concern  tliem, 
every  thing  that  is  treated  in  that  way.  I  ftiall  be  obliged, 
therefore,  to  have  an  eye  to  both  :  and  oh  1  that  it  may 
pleafe  God  to  enable  me  fo  to  propofeto  the  judgment,  and 
fo  to  prefs  upon  the  confcience,  this  neceflary  truth,  as 
that  fome  carelefs  perfons  may  be  awakened,  and  brought 
to  an  attention  to  the  one  thing  needful ;  and  that  if  any 
have  hitherto  taken  up  with  imperfefl  notions  of  religion^ 
and  built  their  hope  upon  the  fand,  they  may  be  perluad- 
ed  in  time  todidrull  that  dangerous  fituation,  and  to  found 
it  upon  the  Hock  of  ages. 

For  the  reafon  above  affigned,  it  is  difficult  to  determine, 
what  ufe  is  to  be  made  of  fcripture-teflimony  on  fuch  a 
fubje6l.  The  charge  of  guilt  upon  the  finner,  feems  to  be 
only  preparatory  to,  and  muft,  as  it  were,  pave  the  way 
for  the  reception  of  fcripture-truths.  If  the  teftimony  of 
God  in  fcripture  is  to  be  refted  on,  this  one  paffage  is  fuf- 
ficient;  but  the  unbelieving  heart  is  ready  to  challenge 
and  call  in  queftion  every  fuch  fcripture-declaration.  I 
find  the  worthy  author  of  a  well-know  catechifm,  com- 
monly ufed  in  the  inflruftion  of  cliildren,  joins  togetlier 
fcri|Kure  and  experience,  in  the  anfwer  to  that  queftion, 
•*  How  do  you  know,  that  you  are  born  in  a  ftate  of  fin 
•  ■  and  mifery  ?"  Anf.  •*  God's  word  tells  me  fo.  Befides, 
^*  1  find  my  heart  naturally  backward  to  thatj|^h  is  gc 
"  and  prone  to  that  which  is  evil." 
and  confideriag^  tbat.fagr  the  law  Is  tho^l 
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weihaUnotCbp^mtadwmt  therifberr^^  . 

make  his  cmnwapd,  even  t|it}ieJbMC««|f|lriti^ 
and  pcwrfid^  Hdsu  iv.  I2.    jbi  the.  fiirAor  illuflntiM^  . 
Qf  this  held,  tberefere,  I  fiudl,  fifft  briefly*  Ivf^fore  you. 
foroe  of  tbp  icriptoieHdcclan^ioai  oa  d)b  (btjed;  ancU; 
fecondly»  confirm  them  finom  experieaoe,.tbe  vififafe-^  fttfa ; . 
of  the  world,  andtbe  tefiin>oiiy  of  our  own  hearts:    '      .  r/ 

Firft,  Allow,  me  to  lay  befiwe  you  fome  of  tiie  fttipCui^ 
declarations  on  this  fubjeft.  And  that  1  mvf  avoid  Iwrif! 
ling  the.  fubgeft  fyfteroatically,  and  tedioufly«  I  j<Hii.l«g»- 
ther  original  and  a&ual  fin.  Every  jope  who  laraHiil* 
underftand  what  I  fiiy»  is  concerned  in  bodi:  aqd  jfaqAilt 
they  are  infeparaUe  the  one  finom  die  other.  Tlie.dfi|iito 
raUe  wickedneft  in  which  the  world  ia  gsneral  ia^imte 
whelmed,  hath  flowed  in  a  continued  ftream  firom  ikm%tk 
fin  of  Adam  ;  and  the  finfiilneft  of  every  perfai^  . 
tice  has  the  comiptioQ  of  his  nature  as  its  ;' 
See  the  account  given  of  the  world,  Gen.  vi.  $•  - 
**  God  faw  the  wickednefs  of  man  was  great  in  the  eanfay 
^  and  that  every  imagination  of  the  thoughts  of  his  heart 
"  was  only  evil  continually/'  This  you  may  compare 
with  Gen«  viii.  21.  *'  And  the  Lord  faid,  I  will  not 
"  again  curfe  the  ground  any  more  for  man's  fake ;  for  the 
"  imagination  of  man's  heart  is  evil  from  his  youth.*' 

See  alfo  the  confeiGon  of  David,  Pfal.  li.  5.  "  Behold, 
"  I  was  fhapen  in  iniquity ;  and  in  fm  did  my  mother  con- 
**  ceivc  me."  In  this  the  Pfalmift  plainly  atid  clearly 
teaches  the  original  and  univerfal  corruption  of  our  na* 
ture.  What  he  afferts  concerning  himfelf,  mud  be  equally 
true  of  all  the  human  race  ;  otherwife,  inflead  of  making  it 
a  proper  part  of  his  confeffion,  it  would  be  an  excufe  or  ex- 
tenuation of  his  fin.  Nothing  can  more  plainly  ihow  the 
force  of  this  text,  than  the  aukward  endeavors  ufed  by 
fome  to  evade  or  mifinterpret  it.  For  example^  how 
mean  a  fubterbge  is  it,  to  pretend,  that  David  declared, 
he  was  fhapen  in  iniquity,  and  conceived  by  his  mother 
in  fin ;  becaufe  he  was  the  liFue  of  fome  criminal  com- 
merce between  his  father  and  a  maid-fervant,  or  ijetween 
the  wife  of  Jeffe  and  another  man  ?  This  is  plainly  a  pro- 
fane invention,  oficxied  without  any  manner  of  proof,  or 
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the  lead  infinuation  in  the  hiftory  of  that  great  prince. 
Befides,  it  is  evidently  befide  his  purpofe  in  the  pfahn  re- 
ferred to,  where  he  is  confeffing  his  own  finful  nature,  and 
not  the  iinful  deeds  of  his  parents.  If  there  be  meaning 
in  words,  his  intention  is,  to  humble  himfelf  before  God, 
not  only  for  his  adultery  and  murder  in  the  matter  of 
Uriah,  but  as  a  transgressor  from  the  womb. 

To  this  you  may  add  the  teftimony  of  a  greater  than 
David,  viz,  our  blefled  Lord  and  Saviour  himfelf,  John 
iii.  6,  "  That  which  is  bom  of  the  flefh,  is  flefh  ;  and 
•'  that  which  is  bom  of  the  Spirit,  is  fpirit."  For  under- 
ftanding  the  proof  drawn  from  his  text,  you  may  obferve, 
that  though  the  word  Jksh  has  various  fignifications  in 
fcripturc  ;  fometimes,  for  example,  fignifying  the  weak* 
nefs  of  our  mortal  nature,  unable  to  fupport  itfelf,  and  lia* 
ble  to  a  variety  of  changes,  which  muii  at  lafl  end  in  dif- 
folutioh ;  yet  here  it  evidently  fignifies  our  nature  as  cof- 
nipted  by  fin.  This  appears  from  the  cppofition  of  the 
two  claufes  :  for  it  is  certain,  that  thofe  who  are  regene- 
rated, are  ftill  liable  to  all  the  weaknefs  of  mortality.  It 
muft  therefore  bear  the  fame  meaning  in  this  place  as  in 
Rom«  viii.  8.  "  So  then  they  that  are  in  the  flefli,  cannot 
••  pleafe  God."  It  is  with  a  view  to  this  great  truth  that 
Job,  who  pleads  with  fo  much  warmth  his  general  inte- 
grity, yet  feys.  Job  xiv.  3,4.  "  And  doft  thou  open  thine 
**  eyes  upoA  fuch  an  one,  and  bringeft  me  into  judgment, 
**  with  thee  ?  Who  can  bring  a  clean  thing  out  of  an  unf- 
*•  clean  ?  Not  one." 

With  this  agree  many  other  fcriptur«.declarations,  fome 
of  which  I  ihall  mention.  Pfal.  xiv.  2,  3.  "  The  Lord 
"  looked  down  from  heaven  upon  the  children  of  men:  to 
*'  fee  if  there  were  any  that  did  underftand,  and  feek  God. 
**  They  arc  all  gone  afide,  they  are  all  together  become  fil- 
**  thy  :  there  is  none  that  doth  good,  no,  not  one."  Pf. 
Iviii  3.  **  The  wicked  are  eftranged  from  the  womb,  they 
"  go  aftray  as  foon  as  they  be  bom,  fpeaking  lies."  Ifaiah 
xlviit.  8.  "  Yea,  thou  heardft  not,  yea,  thou  kneweft  not, 
*'  yea,  from  that  time  that  thine  ear  was  not  opened :  for 
^  I  knew  that  thou  wouldft  deal  very  treacheroufly,  and 
^  waft^cailed  a  tranfgreffor  ftotn  the  womb."  Rom.  uu  ^ 
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*'  in  no  wife :  ibr  we  li«fe  hehtt^umttfh&ttk  Jewi  aM 
''  Gentiles,  thtt  they  are  tlldnder'ia^^Mitia'wMttvii^ 
*'  There  it  none  righteoui, no  not MKf •Tlkett  n notm. 
''  that  uhderftuidetli,  there  it  nAne  diet  fekedi  after  God. 
''  They  are  all  gom  out  dfdiew«f.»1he]r«ntfe>gejiherlMi. 
*^  come  unprofitable,  ihere  H  none  ihac  doth  good,  no  MR 
''  one."  To  thefe,  I  oHy  add^that  dear  and  .ilrong  paf* 
fage,  £ph.  u.  x,  z,  3..  '^  A«kl  yoilfalith1ie^idDenfedt«tfe 
''  were  dead  in  trdpaflfea  andfoa,  wherein  in'  time  pift^ 
<^  walked  according  to  die  cdttrfe  of  this  World,  acMditlg 
''  to  the  princeof  the  power  of  the  air,  the  ijpirittlialMi^ 
''  worketh  in  die  children  of <UIbbedienoe.  Anongwlioili 
'^  alfo  we  all  had  our  conver&tion  in  tinea  paA,  ImUtt 
''  liifts  of  o^flefii,  fulfilling  the  defires  of  die^cfli^iinintf 
*'  the  mind;  and  were  by  natore  the  chtldrtn of  mrafl^ 
"  even  as  others.**  ^-i-ivUl 

In  this  fummary  view  xi  the  declarations  of  fuifituf^ 
upon  this  fubject,  I  have  confined  myfelf  to  foch  fjaflagea 
as  have  an  afpeft  upon  the  ftate  of  our  nature  in  genend. 
And,  indeed,  as  conclnfive  a  proof  of  its  bcing'the  doArine 
of  fcripture,  may  be  drawn  confequentially  as  dircftly. 
With  this  view,  not  to  mention  many  other  arguments, 
I  beg  your  attention  to  the  two  following  ;  i.  The  tenor 
ofthegofpel-meffage,  particularly  the  extent  of  the  com- 
miffion,  and  the  language  ufed  through  the  whole  :  Mark 
xvi.  15.  "  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  goipel 
*'  to  every  creature."  John  iii.  16.  "  For  God  fo  loved 
*'  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  who- 
*'  foever  bdieveth  in  him,  fliould  not  periOi,  but  have 
"  cverlafting  life."  Examine  the  import  of  this  truA  ? 
Whom  did  the  Father  love  ?  or  to  whom  did  he  fend  the 
Saviour  ?  To  the  world,  and  to  every  creature.  For 
what  end  did  he  love  them,  and  for  what  purpofe  did  the 
Redeemer  come  ?  To  fave  them  from  perifhing.  But 
why  were  they  in  danger  of  perifhing  ?  Doubtlefs,  be- 
caufe  they  were  in  fin.  In  vain,  then,  do  rfienexercife 
their  ingenuity  in  cxphining  *away  particular  paflages; — 
This  truth  does  not  reft  upon  an  >exprefl5cm  or  two,  the 
meaning  of  which  muft  be  idcertained  by  critical  flciil^  but 
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vipoii  the  whole  of  the  gofpeL  If  we  do  not  throw  afide 
the  Bible  altogether,  Chrift  Jefus  came  into  the.  world  to 
obtrio  forgivenefs  for  the  guQty,  tofave  the  mifemble,  and 
to  redeem  the  flave. 

The  other  argument  is  drawn  from  the  feals  of  the  co- 
venant of  peace  ;  and  particularly  the  initiating  feal,  both 
tinder  the  Old  Teftament  and  the  New,  of  which  infants 
were  admitted  to  be  partakers.  If  they  received  thefe 
feals  before  the  commiffion  of  a^ual  guilt,  it  cannot  be 
but  the  nature  itfelf  mud  be  defiled  ;  efpecially  as  baptifm 
isexprefsly  called  the  baptism  of  repemance^  for  the  re- 
mission of  sins,  Mai-k  i,  4. 

Thus  I  have  laid  before  you  what  the  fcripture  teaches 
us  on  thefmfulnefs  of  our  nature,  including  all  the  pofte- 
rity  of  Adam,  without  exception.  I  befeech  you,  there- 
fore, my  beloved  hearers,  to  <:onfider  the  concern  you 
have  in  it,  as  a  part  of  the  whole.  If  you  have  any  belief 
of  the  truth  6f  the  fcriptures  as  the  word  of  God,  attempt 
not  to  warp  or  pervert  them  when  Ipeaking  contrary  to 
your  fond  prejudices.  Defire  not  that  miniders  fliould 
ipeak  unto  you  fmooth  things,  and  prophefy  deceit ;  but 
receive  with  humility  and  fear  the  divine  will,  however 
heavy  a  fentence  of  condemnation  it  may  carry  againfl: 
yourfelves,  viz.  that  you  are  finners  by  nature ;  that  your 
hearts  are  edranged  and  alienated  from  the  love  of  God ; 
and  that,  if  you  die  in  that  condition,  you  iliall  not  fee 
his  iace  in  mercy. 

I  now  proceed  to  the  second  branch  of  this  head ;  whicli 
was,  to  confirm  the  account  given  in  fcripture  from  ex- 
perience, that  is  to  fay,  from  the  vifible  ftate  of  the  world, 
and  the  teilimony  of  our  own  hearts. 

Let  us  then  fee  what  evidence  is  afforded  us  fi-om  the 
vifible  ftate  of  the  world,  that  all  have  sinned,  &c.  And 
here,  my  brethren,  what  an  inftruclive  leflbn,  but  at  the 
fame  time  what  a  humbling  and  melancholy  profpeft, 
opens  to  our  view  !  There  are  many  remarks  which 
might  be  profitably  made  on  the  ftate  of  the  world  in  eve- 
ry age,  to  fliew  how  much  fin  hath  reigned  in  the  hearts  of 
men,  and  what  defolation  it  hath  wrought  in  the  place  of 
Ikeir  abode.    The  great  difficulty  is»  to  range  them  in 
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proper  order,  and  propttfe  tfaooitemtiitpUand  per^piop 
ous  manner,  thit  xgAmf  hdma  Bayr;iniderflml  uiA 
profit  by  them;  For  thit  jmpob^iktn  irft  ttke  a  riem 
of  mankind  in  a  public  or  naiifMial,  and  theamapriFaie 

or  perfonal,  capacity. 

I.  Let  us  confider  mnld^  in«iiabfic  wnational  ca- 
pacity. In  this  view,  what  ia  the  Iniwy  of  paft  ages  iiM 
the  hiftory  of  human  guilt?  B^  lofteadof  thkiBg  op  villi 
the  idle  and  vifionary  hypodieib  af  phikfimhers,  we  mift  • 
attend  to  what  men  have  been  ki  iEift,  we  ftall  be  dUgaA 
to  fay,  widi  the.^int  of  Ood^  that  "« the  fanaginatkNatf 
^'  the  heart  of  man  is  only  evil  firooi  his  youth.**  IrkiMr 
proper  here  to  onut,  or  rather  it  is  hig^  necefivf  na 
mention,  the  impiety  and  idolatiy  of  thefevehd 
of  the  world.  Kicepting  the  fmall  number  i 
family,  who  were  tJbc  ileetian  a^God^  and,  bf  a;: 
difpofition  of  Providence,  the  depofitaries  of  hirtniAlll^: 
every  other  nation  upon  the  £ice  of  the  globe^  notiBff 
deferted  the  worihtp  of  the  true  God,  but  fell  hndlong  ior 
to  the  mod  ftupid  and  fottiih  idolatry.  This  was  not  pe* 
culiar  to  thofe  nations  who  continued  in  ignorance,  and 
whom  the  more  improved  and  polifhed  thought  proper  to 
di(lingui{h  by  the  name  of  barbarians^  but  was  at  leail 
equally  true  of  thofe  who  were  moft  highly  civilized.  Of 
the  wifed  nations,  as  well  as  the  wifefl  men,  the  apoftle 
very  juftly  fays  in  thiscpiftle,  ch.  i.  22,  23.  "Profeffing 
**  themfelves  to  be  wife,  they  became  fools  ;  and  changed 
**  the  glory  of  the  incorruptible  God,  into  an  image  made 
<'  like  to  corruptible  man,  and  to  birds,  and  four-footed 
"  beafts,  and  creeping  things." 

I  muft  make  even  a  farther  obfervation,  and  intreat  your 
attention  to  it,  That  the  wifeft  in  profcffion  feem  to  have 
become  the  greatefl  fools.  It  feems  to  have  been  defign- 
ed  in  Providence,  as  a  (landing  and  indelible  mark  of  the 
vanity  of  human  wifdom,  that  thofe  very  nations  who 
were  moft  early  in  their  application  to,  and  moft  fucccfs- 
ful  in  their  cultivation  of  the  liberal  arts,  were  the  moft  ex- 
travagant  and  fenfelefs  in  their  theological  opinions,  and 
religious  rites.  I  mean,  particularly,  the  Egyptians^ 
Greeks,  and  Romans ;  wor(hipping  JbuUs  and  csives,  ku 
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pents  and  iufe6\8,  the  mod  ftupid  of  four-footed  beads, 
and  creeping  things  of  the  moft  fliocking  form.  This 
every  one  may  fatisiy  himfelf  of,  who  will  look  into  the 
hitiories  of  thefe  celebrated  nations,  as  they  have  been 
tranfmitted  to  us  by  themfclves. 

Confider,  my  brethren,  the  unnatural  cruelties  of  the 
religious  rites  of  many  nations.  It  was  frequent  and  ge- 
neral with  them,  to  ofFer  up  human  facriiices,  and  make 
their  children  pafs  through  the  fire ;  the  very  reikftion 
on  which  is  fufficient  to  fill  a  confiderate  perfon  with  hor- 
ror. Gonfider  alfo  the  fcandalous  impurity  of  fome  of 
their  ceremonies,  and  the  obfcene  hiftory  of  the  objefts 
of  their  worfhip.  Strange  to  think  of  indeed !  yet  fo  it  is, 
that  moil  of  the  eminent  writers  of  antiquity  are  employed 
in  defcribing  the  drinking  and  merriment,  the  fcolding 
and  quarrels,  the  tricks  and  robberies,  and  the  amorous 
intrigues  of  Uieir  gods  and  goddefles. 

If  we  think  in  a  ferious  manner  on  thefe  undoubted 
&£ts,  can  we  help  faying.  Oh !  the  ingratitude  of  thofe 
wretches  among  us  who  call  themfelves  freethinkers,  who 
have  been  taught  by  revelation  only  to  form  rational  and 
confident  notions  of  the  firft  caufe  and  Creator  of  all 
things,  and  yet  reje£t  revelation  entirely,  and  pretend  to 
found  them  upon  human  reafon !  I  am  fcnfible  there  are 
fome  who  do  not  think  that  the  idolatry  of  the  heathen 
world  ought  to  be  reckoned  among  dieir  crimes  ;  but  if 
you  will  confult  the  Old  Teftament,  you  will  find  it  con- 
fidered  there  as  the  firft  and  moft  atrocious  crime  which 
folicited  the  vengeance  of  an  offended  God.  If  you  con- 
fult this  epiftle  to  the  Romans,  you  will  find  it  leads  the 
way  in  the  account  given  of  human  apoftafy.  The  firft 
of  all  the  ten  commands,  which  were  given  as  a  fum  of 
tlic  moral  law,  is,  "  Thou  (halt  have  no  other  gods  before 
"  trie."  And  indeed,  if  the  firft  duty  of  natural  religion 
be  a  confefEon  and  acknowledgment  of  God  our  Creator, 
the  firft  of  all  fins  muft  be,  a  contempt  of  his  name,  or  a 
profanation  of  his  worfhip. 

But  idolatry  was  not  alone.  From  this,  as  a  fruitful 
iburce,  flowed  every  other  human  vice.  What  a  terri- 
Ue  detail  is  given  us  by  the  hiftorians  of  every  age !  Oa 
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w!>at  is  it  timt  all  the  great  tranfa^tians  "of  Hie  warFd 
have  ftiit  turned  ?  Has  it  not  been  on  the  ambition,  cru- 
elty, injuftice,  opprcfiion^  and  raging  kft  and  impurity^- 
of  men.  Whatever  number  of  virtuous  perfons  was  a- 
mong  them,  ihey  feeni  to  have  either  Iain  concealed,  or 
fellen  a  facrificc  lo  the  enty  and  malice  of  others.  Since 
ihefirll  murder,  of  Abel,  by  his  brother  Cain,  what  ter* 
rible  havoc  lias  l>een  made  of  man  by  man  !  We  are  fo 
habituated  lo  this*  that  it  makes  little  impreflson.  We 
can  even  perufe,  with  attention  and  delight,  the  narra- 
tives of  ftratagems  oFvi^ar,  ferocity  in  combat,  devaflation 
and  blooilfliefh  AVho  are  the  perfons  who  have  acquircct 
the  greateil  renown  in  the  prefent  or  prccetling  ages  ? — 
Who  arc  the  perfons  who  hai^e  been  the  greatefl  objects  of 
human  admiration  ?  Have  they  not  been  the  moft  ac* 
live,  and  the  mofl  faccefsful,  deftroyers  of  their  felIo%r^ 
creatures?  This  circtimftance  indeed  communicates  the 
guilt  of  individuals  to  the  whole ;  fliows  that  it  belongs  to 
mankind  in  general  ;  and  that  the  defcription  given  l^ 
the  apoiUe  is  not  more  (hocking  than  true,  ch.  i,  28,  29, 
30,  3 1,  33>  *'  And  e\^en  as  they  did  not  like  to  retain  God 
••*  in  their  knowledge,  God  gave  them  over  to  a  reprobaM 
**  mind,  to  do  thofe  things  which  are  not  convenient : 
"  being  filled  with  all  unrighteoufnefs,  fornication,  wick- 
"  ednefs,  covetoufnefs,  malicioufnefs ;  full  of  envy,  mur- 
**  der,  debate,  deceit,  malignity  ;  whifperers,  backbiters, 
*'  haters  of  God,  defpiteful,  proud,  boaflers,  invenlors 
"  of  evil  things,  difobedient  to  parents,  without  under- 
"  (landing,  covenant-breakers,  without  natural  afiedi€»R, 
"  implacable,  unmerciful :  who  knowing  the  judgment  irf 
**  God  (that  they  which  commit  fuch  things  are  worthy  of 
^*  death,)  not  only  do  the  fame,  but  have  pleafure  in  theiK 
'*  that  do  them.'* 

There  are  to  be  found  upon  record  inftances  of  filth 
dreadful  and  aggravated  guilt,  as  it  were  to  be  wifhedthej^ 
had  been,  or  could  have  been,  buried  in  oblivion.  For 
this  reafon,  I  (hall  neither  mention  their  names,  nor  cite 
the  examples  ;  but  obferve,  that  the  extent  and  preva- 
lence of  wickedness  ifaouldbe  coniidered  as  a  ftrongiiroof 
eftfae  corruption  of  the  ¥^le  race ;  and  tbe  partt^to 
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fignal  inftances  of  aftonifhing  or  monftrous  crimes,  as  a 
proof  of  theexceffive  depravation  of  our  nature,  and  what 
man  in  his  prefent  Hate  is  capable  of.  I  know  it  is  plea- 
fing  and  gratifying  to  human  pride,  to  talk  of  the  dignity 
of  human  nature,  and  the  beauty  of  moral  virtue;  and 
if  it  be  done  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  make  us  edeem  the 
only  mean  of  recovering  our  loft  integrity  and  original 
glory,  I  have  no  objeftion  to  it.  But  if  it  be  fpoken  of 
man  as  he  now  is  without  regenerating  grace,  I  am  certain 
it  is  more  agreeable  to  reafon  and  experience  to  fay,  that 
from  the  lengths  to  which  fome  have  proceeded,  when 
placed  in  circumftances  of  temptation,  it  is  owing  to  the 
power  of  retraining  providence,  that  others  have  been 
comparatively  fomewhat  better. 

I  have  feen  it  obferved,  with  great  apparent  juftice, 
that  probably  one  end  which  God  had  in  view  when  he 
fliortened  the  period  of  human  life  after  the  deluge,  was 
to  fet  bounds  to  the  progrefs  of  human  guilt.  As  it  is  the 
nature  of  vice,  to  ftrengthen  by  habit  and  increafe  by 
time ;  a  race  of  wicked  men  living  many  hundreds  of 
years,  would  degenerate  and  harden  to  a  degree  not  ea- 
01y  conceived.  And,  indeed,  if  we  examine  into  the 
true  caufes  of  any  little  degree  of  order  and  peace  which 
we  now  enjoy,  we  fliall  fee  abundant  reafon  to  adore  the 
wifdom  of  divine  Providence,  but  very  little  to  afcribe 
much  goodnefs  to  the  human  heart. 

The  moft  truly  excellent  charafters  which  are  to  be 
found  in  hiftory,  and  the  moft  illuftrious  deeds  which  thofe 
heroes  have  performed,  have  for  their  very  foundation  the 
corruption  of  the  human  race. 

In  this  remark  I  have  in  view  the  fages  and  legiflators 
of  antiquity,  who  acquired  fo  muclT  renown  by  eftablilh- 
ing  fyftems  of  policy  and  government  for  different  ftates. 
What  was  this  elfe,  and  indeed  what  was  it  called,  but 
taming  the  favage,  and  reftraining  the  profligate  part  of 
their  fellow-creatures  ?  It  feems  plainly  to  be  the  point 
in  view  in  every  human  law,  to  bridle  the  fury  of  human 
ioclination,  and  hinder  one  man  from  making  a  prey  of 
another.  This  is  well  dcfcribed  by  the  apoftle  Paul^  i 
Tim.  i.  9,  10,  '^  Knowing  this,  that  the  law  is  not  taadp 
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"  for  a  righteous  man,  but  for  tbe  lawlefs  and  difobcdi- 
cm,  for  the  ungodly  and  for  finners,  for  unholy  and  pro- 
"  fane,  for  murderers  of  fathers  and  murderers  of  mo- 
"  thcrs,  for  manHayers,  for  whoremongers,  for  them  that 
"  defile  themfelves  with  mankind^  for  men-ilealers,  for 
"  liars,  for  perjured  perfons,  and  if  there  be  any  other 
'*  thing  that  is  contrary  to  found  doftrine.**  We  have, 
indeed,  the  tellimony  of  men  againft  themfelves  in  this 
cafe.  It  has  been  found  to  hold,  without  any  exception » 
that  the  longer  men  iive,  they  have  the  greater  fufpicion 
of  thofe  with  whom  they  live  t  the  greater  experience  they 
have  of  the  world,  they  have  the  harder  thoughts  of  men 
in  general.  In  particular,  thofe  vvho  have  been  moll  coti- 
verlant  in  public  life,  and  have  obtained  moft  of  whit  is 
called  a  know  ledge  of  the  world,  have  always  the  wof  ft 
opinion  of  human  nature. 

2-  Let  us  now  from  a  general,  come  to  a  particular 
and  perfonal  view  of  our  prefent  (late-  You  may  be  apt 
to  fuppofe,  that  though  the  finfulnefs  of  human  nature  is 
too  general,  yet  it  is  not  univerfal;  that  though  vice  and 
wickednefs  has  appeared  confpicuoufly,  and  though  per- 
haps wicked  men  may  have  obtained  the  afcendency  in 
every  nation,  this  will  not  ferve  to  found  a  fentencc  againft 
every  man.  We  might  upon  this  part  of  the  fubjeft  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  truth  illuftrated  above  will  receive  confir- 
mation  from  our  mod  intimate  knowledge  of  one  another. 
Human  nature  will  gain  notliing  by  a  clofe  infpedlion. 
Take  it  either  in  general  or  particular,  its  bell  appearance 
is  when  viewed  at  a  diftance.  The  greateft  and  beft  cha- 
rafters,  when  clofely  examined,  have  always  fuch  blemift- 
es  and  imperfeflions  attending  them,  as  greatly  diminifh 
their  luftre.  This,  indeed,  has  grown  into  a  proverb. 
That  much  familiarity  breeds  contempt.  On  this  ac- 
count, we  may  fafely  fay,  that  if  fuch  is  the  ftate  of  our 
nature,  that  no  man  is  able  to  juRify  himfelf,  or  obtain 
the  entire  approbation  of  his  fellow -finners,  much  more 
mull  **  every  mouth  be  flopped,  and  all  the  world  become 
"  guilty  before  God,**  Rom.  iii.  19. 

But  the  chief  iUuflration  of  this  part  of  the  fubje£t  mufl 
be  from  the  teftimony  which  confcience  coafirahis  every 
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man  to  bear  againft  bimfelf.  Examine,  therefore,  my 
brethren,  what  rea(&n  you  have  to  be  fatisfied,  that  you 
yourfelves,  unlefs  your  natures  have  been  renewed  by  th« 
Holy  Ghoft,  are  under  the  dominion  of  fin ;  nay,  that 
even  fuch  as  have  been  *'  brought  again  from  the  dead" 
do  dill  feel  "  a  law  in  their  members  warring  againft  the 
•'  law  of  God  in  their  minds."  Remember,  then,  that 
you  have  to  do  with  him  "  who  feeth  in  fecret,"  and 
**  who  fcarcheth  Jerufalem  as  with  candles/'  It  was  ne- 
ceflary  formerly  to  take  notice  of  the  enormous  effefts  of 
lininthis  life;  we  mufl  now  fcarch  a  little  deeper,  and 
confider  the  beginning  and  fource  of  thefe  in  the  difpofiti- 
on  of  the  heart.  It  is  true,  there  are  probably  many  here 
who  are  juftly  chargeable  with  the  groffcft  crimes ;  fuch 
as,  impiety,  lying,  injuflice,  or  uncleannefs  :  and  oh  ! 
that  it  may  pleafe  God,  that  their  fins  may  find  them  out, 
and  bis  word  may  be  quick  and  powerful  to  their  convic- 
tion. But  what  I  have  now  in  view  is,  to  maintain  the 
univerfal  conclufion  in  the  text,  not  only  that  many  men 
have  been  profligates,  but  that  every  man  is  a  finner. 

For  this  purpofe,  it  is  of  the  utmoft  moment  to  put  you 
in  mind  what  fin  properly  is.  There  are  two  ways  of  dc- 
fence,  you  know,  upon  any  trial :  the  one  is,  to  deny  the 
fa£l ;  the  other  to  maintain  it  is  no  crime.  It  is  of  necef- 
fity,  therefore,  in  the  firft  place,  to  afcertain  the  charge, 
by  an  account  of  the  nature  of  fin.  Of  this,  I  do  not 
think  there  can  be  produced  a  jufler  account  than  we  have 
in  our  Ihorter  catechifm  :  "  Sin  is  any  want  of  conformity 
"  unto,  or  tranfgreffion  of  the  law  of  God :"  Which  is 
nothing  elfe  but  a  brief  illuftration  of  the  words  of  fcripture. 
Sin  is  the  transgression  of  the  law.  Let  the  confcience, 
then,  of  every  hearer  anfwer  to  the  charge.  Have  you 
kept  or  have  you  broken  the  law  of  God  ?  Have  you  been 
obedient  fubjefts  to  the  King  of  kings  ?  Have  you  done 
your  own  will,  or  the  will  of  him  that  made  you  ?  Howe- 
ver unwilling  you  may  be  to  put  this  quefiion  home  at 
prefent,  no  perfon  Ihall  be  able  to  decline  the  tribunal,  or 
evade  the  anfwer  in  the  day  of  judgment. 

We  have  one  great  diflBculty  to  ftruggle  with  in  the  at- 
tempt of  bringing  the  guilty  to  confeffion,  that  fin  hath 
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blinded  the  underllanding,  and  perverted  the  judgincnt  j 
fo  that  after  wc  have  faid,  that  fin  is  the  tranf^reflion  of 
the  law,  there  will  remain  another  quefiion^  \VTiacis  the 
law,  and  how  far  doth  it  extefid  ?  Upon  this  we  mufi  have 
recourfc  to  the  remaining  traces  that  are  left  upon  tlie 
confciencc  ;  and  1  fee  nothing  more  proper,  than  to  prefs 
home  that  fummary  which  God  hath  given  of  his  own 
ri|^ht  and  our  duty,  in  the  firft  and  great  commandment^ 
"  Thou  ftialt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart, 
**  and  with  all  thy  foul,  and  with  all  thy  mind;'*  Matth, 
xxii.  37-  Are  you  your  own  ?  Have  you  no  lord  over 
you  ?  Can  you  plead  any  exception  to  this  command  ? 
Is  not  your  Maker  infinitely  pertefl,  and  infinitely  amia- 
ble ?  Is  he  not  worthy  of  your  fopreme  love?  IF  he  t& 
not  J  who  is  it,  or  what  is  it,  that  you  have  reafon  to  pre- 
fer, or  that  can  pro<lace  a  better  title  ?  Can  there  be  any 
thing  more  juft  than  the  fentiment  cxprefTed  by  the  pioufi 
Pfalmift,  Pfah  Ixsiti,  25*  "^^  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but 
'*  thee?  and  there  is  none  upon  earth  that  Idefire  beildes 
thee."  Is  there  excellence  or  fweetnefs  in  the  creature, 
and  is  there  none  or  lefs  in  the  Creator,  from  whom  every 
inferior  nature  derives  its  very  exiftence,  and  on  whom  it 
depends  every  moment  for  its  prefervation  ? 

May  I  not  hope  to  have  fome  hold  of  finners  here,  in 
pleading  the  rights  of  their  Maker  ?  Are  your  hearts  then 
naturally,  and  have  they  been  habitually  and  fupremely 
fet  upon  God  ?  Has  it  been  your  firft  and  leading  care,  to 
know  him,  and  to  ferve  him,  to  inquire  into  his  will,  that 
you  might  do  what  was  acceptable  to  him  ?  Do  you  be- 
lieve, that  in  his  favor  only  is  life,  and  therefore  do  you 
feek  your  bappinefs  and  your  comfort  in  him  ?  Many  are 
apt  greatly  to  miftakeupon  this  fubjetl ;  nay,  it  feems  to 
be  the  leading  deception  of  fmners,  to  think  nothing  evil 
or  puniftiable,  but  fuch  grofs  crimes  as  are  diforderly  in 
human  foctety,  and  obnoxious  to  human  laws.  It  is  fcarcc 
poffible  to  make  them  fenfibk,  how  much  guilt  there  is 
in  a  total  forgetfulnefs  of  God ;  and  yet  this  is  the  very 
fourqe  of  human  depravity.  The  chief  thing  blameable 
in  our  attachment  to  other  things,  is  their  filling  the  room 
that  is  due  to  God,  their  being  employed  in  a  manner  than 
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is  diflionorable  to  God,  or,  in  other  words,  their  being 
indruments  of  rebellion  againft  the  will  of  God. 

Are  there  any  of  you,  my  brethren,  who,  by  the  kind- 
nefs  of  Providence,  have  been  kept  free  from  grofs,  vifi- 
ble,  and  fcandaloms  offences ;  who,  from- a  natural  cool- 
nefs  of  temperament,  have  been  chafte  or  fober ;  who, 
from  a  principle  of  honor,  have  been  juft  or  generous  ; 
who,  from  the  didlates  of  prudence,  have  been  regular 
and  decent ;  but  have  been  unmindful  of  your  duty  to 
God,  have  been  unwilling  to  think  of  him,  or  ftrangers 
to  delight  in  him  ?  and  are  you  not  fmners  in  his  pre- 
fence  ?  Have  you  been  preferved  by  his  power,  and  yet 
never  confeffed  the  obligation  ?  Have  you  been  living 
daily  upon  his  bounty,  and  yet  feldom  or  never  given 
him  thanks,  except  in  the  moft  indifferent  and  for- 
mal manner,  and  fuch  worfhip,  as  is  a  much  more  pro- 
per occafion  for  repentance,  than  ground  of  confidence  ? 
How,  then,  fhall  you  be  able  to  (land  in  the  judgment  ? 
"  For  of  him,  and  through  him,  and  to  him,  are  all 
**  things ;  to  whom  be  glory  for  ever.     Amen.' 


»» 


II.  I  come  now  to  make  fome  praftical  improvement 
of  what  has  been  faid  on  this  fubjedl.     And, 

I,  From  what  has  been  faid,  you  may  leara  how  deep- 
ly and  furely  the  foundation  of  the  gofpel  is  laid.  It  is 
laid  in  the  aftual  (late  of  the  world,  and  in  that  depravity 
of  our  nature,  which  it  is  impoffible  to  conceal,  and  which 
nothing  but  the  greateft  obftinacy  and  perverfion  of  mind 
can  have  the  courage  to  deny.  1  am  fenfible,  that  no- 
thing but  an  inward  and  perfonal  conviftion  of  guilt  and 
mifery  wrought  by  the  Spirit  of  the  living  God,  will  bring 
the  finner  to  embrace  the  gofpel ;  yet  the  neceffity  offal- 
vation  may  be  evinced  in  the  cleareft  and  moft  fatisfa£tory 
manner,  by  reafon  and  obfervation.  As  the  vifible  crea- 
tion, when  attentively,  viewed  fcrvcs  to  difcover  the  wif. 
dom  and  omnipotence  of  God,  and  is,  as  it  were,  an  open 
volume,  which  men  of  every  tongue  may  read  and  admire; 
fo  the  ftate  of  the  moral  world,  as  it  is  called,  plainly  points 
out  the  guilt  and  apoftafy  of  man,  and  loudly  calls  for  the 
interpofition  of  the  Saviour.   This  it  is  our  duty  to  attend 
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ta,  not  only  to  (lop  the  mouths  of  gain  fayers,  but  to  cfla- 
blifli  the  f^iith  of  Gotrs  children,  that  it  may  not  be  over< 
thrown  or  unfettled  by  the  cavils  and  objtriSions  of  thofe 
Vtholie  in  wait  to  deceive. 

2-  From  what  has  been  faid,  you  may  fee  with  what 
f^miments  we  fhould  look  upon  the  ftate  of  the  world,  or 
perufe  the  hillory  of  proviflence^  and  what  profit  we  may 
reap  from  it,  ^Vhen  we  fee,  rs  at  prefent  in  our  own 
age  and  country,  what  profanity  and  ncgkft  of  God,  what 
contempt  ordefertion  of  his  worfhip,  prevails  among  ma- 
ijy  of  every  rank;  what  pride  and  luxury,  what  riot  and 
fenfuality,  what  uncleannefs  and  debauchery,  what  lying, 
fraud,  and  perjury;  and  when  we  obferve  how  one  race 
oT  finners  has  fucceeded  another  in  every  age,  and  that 
true  religion  has  been  generally^  as  it  is  ftill,  in  a  firiig- 
glingor  perfccuted  Hate,  we  ought  to  be  humbled  for  the 
fm  of  our  nature,  and  the  fliare  which  each  of  us  has  con- 
tributed to  the  general  guilt*  Indead  of  finding  fault  with 
Providence  for  the  permiflion  of  fm,  we  ought  to  be  filled 
with  a  holy  indignation  againfl  ourfelves  and  others,  for 
the  perpetration  of  it.  We  ought  to  admire  that  wifdom 
and  power  by  which  the  King  of  kings  fets  reflraining 
bounds  to  the  violence  of  men.  Neither  ought  we  to 
omit  adoring  his  holinefs  in  the  awful  vifitations  with 
which  he  fomctimes  overtakes  and  overwhelms  the  wick- 
ed in  their  wickednefs.  When  he  fends  out  his  fore  judg- 
ments of  war,  famine,  and  pefiilence ;  or  when  he  looks 
to  the  earth,  and  it  trembles,  as  unable  to  bear  all  the  guilt 
that  is  laid  upon  it ;  when  thunder,  lightning,  and  temped, 
feem  to  threaten  the  immediate  diffolution  of  the  whole  fa- 
bric ;  we  ought  to  confider  all  thefe  as  the  juft  punifhment 
of  fin,  and  look  forward  with  fear  to  that  time,  when  he 
fhall  render  to  every  man  according  to  his  works,  and  de- 
ferved  vengeance  (hall  not  be  partial,  but  univerfal ;  when 
it  Iball  not  be  occafional  and  temporary,  but  final,  un- 
changeable  and  eternal. 

3.  You  may  learn  from  what  has  been  faid,  the  ftate 
and  danger  of  thofe  who  are  chargeable  with  fins  of  a  hei- 
nous and  aggravated  nature.  If  all  without  exception  are 
**  under  fin ;  if  every  mouth  muft  be  flopped,"  &c.  what 
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Ihall  be  the  condition  of  thofe  who  have  the  fliameful  pre- 
eminence of  being  finners  of  the  firft  order,  who  have 
done  more  than  others  to  provoke  the  Lord  to  anger !  If 
thofe  who  have  lived  to  themfelves,  and  not  to  God,  fliall 
not  be  able  to  Hand  in  the  judgment ;  what  fhall  become 
of  thofe  who  have  fold  themfelves  to  work  iniquity,  and 
whofe  abominable  praftices  are  a  reproach  to  reafon,  as 
well  as  a  fcandal  to  religion  ?  I  may  even  fay  further,  in 
the  words  of  the  apoftle  Peter,  **  If  the  righteous  fcarcely 
"  be  faved,  where  fhall  the  ungodly  and  the  fmner  ap. 
"  pear?*-*  i  Pet.  iv.  18.  I  do  the  rather  beg  your  attenti- 
on  to  this,  that  we  always  find  loofe  livers  the  warmeft 
advocates  for  libertine  principles.  It  is  the  drunkard,  the 
fwearer,  (he  impure  fornicator,  who  are  fo  ready  to  produce 
in  converfation  their  pretended  arguments  againft  the  cor* 
ruption  of  human  nature.  I  fpeak  to  all  fuch  within  hear- 
ing.  What  benefit  will  you  reap  by  denying  original  cor- 
ruption,  when  you  are  juflly  chargeable  with  fo  many  ac- 
tual tranfgreffions  ?  If  there  are,  or  even  were,  any  per- 
fons  in  the  world  without  fin,  furely  you  cannot  pretend 
that  you  are  fo  yourfelves.  You  are  afhamed  to  reveal 
your  hidden  fcenes  to  your  fellow-fmners,  but  how  (hall 
you  conceal  them,  from  the  Searcher  of  all  hearts  ?  If  you 
cannot  bear  to  be  tokl  your  faults  by  your  fellow-creatures, 
with  what  fpeechlefs  confufion  Ihall  you  Hand  at  lall  be- 
fore the  judgment-feat  of  Chrift  ?  Let  me  therefore  ad- 
drefs  you  in  the  words  of  your  Maker  by  the  Pfalmift, 
Pfal.  1.  21,  22.  "  Thefe  things  thou  haft  done,  and  I 
**  kept  filence :  thou  thoughtcft  that  I  was  altogether  fuch 
*'  a  one  as  thyfelf :  but  I  will  reprove  thee,  .and  fet  them 
*•  in  order  before  thine  eyes.  Now  confider  this,  ye  that 
"  forget  God,  left  I  tear  you  in  pieces,  and  there  be  none 
**  to  deliver."  May  it  pleafe  God  eflfcftually  to  convince 
}'ou  of  your  fin  and  danger,  and  to  lead  you  to  his  mercy, 
as  revealed  in  the  gofpel,  for  your  forgivenefs.  I  con- 
clude with  the  advice  of  the  Pfalmift,  Pfal.  ii.  12.  "  Kifs 
"  the  Son,  left  he  be  angry,  and  ye  perifli  from  the  way, 
**  when  his  wrath  is  kindled  but  a  little :  bleffed  are  all 
**  diey  that  put  their  truft  in  him." 
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THE  SINNER  WITHOUT  EXCUSE  BEFORE  GOD. 

SERMON  2. 

PSALM  cxxx.  3. 

Jfthou^  Lord^  shouldst  mark  iniauitiesj  0  Lord,,  who  shall 

stand  f 

JUSTICE  and  mercy  are  the  perfedtions  of  the  divine 
nature,  in  which  we  as  (inners  have  a  peculiar  con- 
cern.  Our  world  is  the  great  theatre,  and  the  human 
race  the  great,  or,  fo  far  as  we  know,  the  only  objefts  of 
their  united  exercife.  Clear  and  juft  apprehenfions,  there- 
fore,  of  thofe  attributes,  mud  lie  at  the  foundation  of  all 
religion.  It  is  eafy  to  fee,  that  a  difcovery,  both  of  juftice 
and  mercy,  is  neceffary  to  bring  the  finner  to  repentance. 
He  mud  fee  the  guilt  and  mifery  in  which  he  is  involved, 
and  the  way  by  which  he  may  certainly,  and  by  which  he 
can  only,  obtain  a  recovery.  The  fame  views  are  equal- 
ly neceffary  to  every  Chriftian,  during  his  continuance  in 
this  imperfect  ftate.  They  are  neceffary  to  that  felf-denial 
which  ought  to  be  his  habitual  charadler,  and  to  that  hu- 
miliation and  penitence  which  ought  to  be  his  frequent 
employment. 

I  muft,  however,  obferve,  that  though  there  are  few  of 
the  attributes  of  God  more  frequently  fpoken  of,  perhaps 
there  are  few  lefs  diftinftly  underftood.  Men  have  either 
an  imperfeft  knowledge,  or  weak  perfuaCon  of  the  juftice 
of  God,  and  thence  defpife  his  mercy.  On  the  other 
hand,  they  are  apt  to  take  prefumptuous  views  of  his  ge- 
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ncral  mercy »  and  thence  defplfe  his  juftice  and  fe  verity  - 
This  Is  not  peculiar  to  thore,  who,  upon  the  whole,  arc 
under  the  dominion  of  fin.  Even  the  children  of  Gud 
themfelves  are  ready,  either  to  lofe  their  views  of  the 
majefty  and  holinefs  of  God^  which  (hould  incline  theni 
to  terve  him  with  reverence  and  godly  fear;  or,  on  the 
other  hand,  by  neglefting  bis  mercy,  to  fall  into  that  fialc 
of  flavifli  bondage  and  iliiberal  fear,  which  is  equally  in- 
jurious to  the  honor  of  God»  and  hurtful  to  their  owij 
peace- 

()u  thefe  accounts  I  have  chofcn  to  infift  a  little  on  this 
paffa^  of  the  Pfalmifl  David,  in  which  we  have  an  uni- 
ted view  of  divine  juflice  and  mercy  ?  "  If  thou.  Lord, 
*'  ihouldll  mark  iniquities,  O  Lord,  who  fliall  Hand  ?  But 
*'  thei'C  ts  forgivenefs  with  thee,  that  thou  may  ft  be  fear- 
**  ed:*'  It  is  thought  by  fome,  that  this  Pfalni  was  com- 
pofed  in  that  memorable  period  of  his  life,  w^hen  he  w^as 
plunged  in  the  deepeft  guilty  by  his  adultery  and  murder 
in  the  matter  of  Uriah  ;  but  more  commonly,  that  it  was 
in  the  time  of  his  perfccution,  when  the  imminent  dan- 
gers to  which  he  was  fo  often  expofed,  brought  his  fins 
ftrongly  to  remembrance.  Referving  what  is  here  faid  of 
the  mercy  of  God  to  another  opportunit)%  let  us  now  con- 
fider  the  view  given  us  of  his  juflice,  in  this  paflage,  *V  If 
"  thou,  Lord,  (liouldft  mark  iniquities,  O  Lord,  who  fliall 
*^  ftand  ?•'  For  this  purpofe  I  fliall, 

1 .  Endeavor  to  afcertain  and  explain  the  meaning  of  the 
Pfalmift's  affertion. 

IL  Support  and  confirm  it  from  fcripture  and  experi- 
ence. 

IIL  In  the  lafl  place,  I  fliall  make  a  pradlical  improve- 
ment of  what  may  be  faid  upon  it. 

1.  Let  us  then,  firft,  endeavor  to  afcertain  and  explain 
the  meaning  of  the  Pfalmift's  expreflion,  *'  If  thou.  Lord, 
**  ftiouldft  mark  iniquities,  O  Lord,  who  fliall  fland  ?** 
Thefe  words  evidently  carry  in  them  the  deepeft  fenfe  of 
fin,  a  flrong  and  inward  conviftion  of  the  impoflihility  of 
jnftifyinghimfelf  before  a  pure  and  holy  God,  if  he  fliould 
deal  with  him  as  in  juflice  he  might :    ^^  If  thou,  Lord 
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*'  ftiouldft  mark  iniquities,  O  Lord,  who  (hall  (land  ?'' 
God  is  an  omnifcient  being,  every  where  prefent,  to  whom 
all  our  thoughts  and  ways,  and  confequently  all  our  fins, 
are  and  muft  be  perfedUy  known.  The  expreffion,  then, 
cannot  mean,  that  there  are  any  fins  unregarded,  or  not 
obferved  of  God ;  becaufe  this  is  impoflible.  The  mark- 
ing  of  iniquities  here,  feems  to  be  an  allufion  to  what 
paffcs  in  human  courts,  where  the  jadj^es  fet  down,  or 
put  upon  record,  all  that  is  brought  againft  the  criminal, 
in  order  to  found  a  fentence  of  condemnation.  In  this 
view,  the  meaning  mull  be,  if  God  Ihould  fo  mark  ini- 
quities, as  to  proceed  to  punifli  us  for  all  of  which  we  were 
really  guilty,  there  could  be  no  poflibility  of  Handing  fuch 
an  impartial  trial. 

I  need  not  tell  you,  that  the  putting  the  words  in  the 
form  of  a  queftion,  "  O  Lord,  who  fliall  (land  ?*'  does  not 
imply,  that  there  is  any  uncertainty  in  the  matter,  or  that 
any  can  be  found  pure  enough  to  endure  fuch  a  fcrutiny, 
but  rather  ferves  to  deny  it  in  the  (Irongeft  manner.     A- 
gain,  we  are  not  to  fuppofe,  that  the  Pfalmift,  by  putting 
the  queftion  thus  in  general,  "  Who  (hall  ftand  ?"  defign- 
ed  to  turn  the  accufation  from  himfelf,  or  to  extenuate  his 
own  fins,  by  bringing  in  others  equally  guilty.     This  is 
indeed  the  pradlice  of  many  in  the  world,  who  feem  to 
think  the  numbers  ofthofe^ho  are  chargeable  with  any 
fin,  an  excufe  or  palliation  of  the  guilt  of  particular  oflfen- 
ders.     But  the  true  fpirit  of  repentance  leads  to  very  dif- 
ferent fentiments  :  it  makes  the  finner  fix  upon  his  own 
faults,  and  point  at  the  fins  and  plagues  of  his  own  heart, 
without  thinking  upon  the  fins  of  others,  unlefs  as  they 
may  be  an  occafion  of  difcovering  to  him  more  of  the  de- 
pravation and  wickednefs  of  his  own  nature.     So  that  the 
genuine  import  of  the  Pfalmift's  expreflTion  feems  to  be.  If 
thou.  Lord,  (houldft  execute  the  decrees  of  juftice,  and 
punifh  every  thing  that  is  done  amifs,  the  holieft  man  on 
earth  would  not  be  able  to  abide  the  trial ;  how  much  lefs 
would  fuch  a  finner  as  I  be  able  to  ftand  ? 

II. .  I  proceed  now  to  fupport  and  confirm  this  truth 
from  fcripture  and  experience.     And  you  will  be  pleafisd 
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to  obferve,  that  it  is  the  conflant  doftrine  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures ;  it  is  the  uniform  language  of  huniility  and 
penitence  tlierc-  Thus  vhc  Pfalmift,  Pfalm  cxliii,  2. — 
*^  Enter  not  into  judgment  with  thy  fervant :  for  in  thy 
*'  fight  fliall  no  man  living  be  jiiftified."  To  the  fajme 
ptrrpofe,  fce  tlic  language  of  Job,  dhap,  ix,  2,  3,  4.  ''  [ 
"  know  it  is  fo  of  a  truth  :  but  how  (hould  man  be  juft 
**  with  God?  If  he  will  contend  with  him,  he  caimot 
*'  anfwer  him  one  of  a  thoufand.  He  is  wife  in  heart, 
*' and  mighty  infirength:  who  hath  hardened  himfelf 
"  againfi  him,  and  hath  profpered  ?"  A  clear  difcovery 
of  the  infinite  majtfty  of  God,  the  unfpotted  holinefs  of 
his  nature^  the  extent,  the  purity,  and  fpirituality  of  his 
law,  will  immediately  carry  home  a  conviftion  of  this 
truth,  and  make  us  fenlible  what  impure  and  wretched 
creatures  we  are  ;  it  will  make  every  one  of  us  cry  out 
^with  Job,  after  a  difcovery  of  the  divine  glory  and  per* 
feftion,  ch.  xL  4,  5.  ^*  Behold,  lam  vile,  whatfhall  I  an- 
*^  fwer  thee  ?  I  will  lay  mine  hand  upon  my  moath,^^ 
"  Once  have  I  fpoken,  but  I  will  not  anfwer  :  yea,  twice, 
"  but  I  will  proceed  no  further," — And  again,  ch.  xlii.  5, 
6.  *''  I  have  heard  of  thee  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear :  but 
**  now  mine  eye  feeth  thee.  Wherefore  I  abhor  myfelf, 
**  and  repent  in  dud  and  afties."  Every  true  penitent 
will  fay,  with  the  Pfalmift,  Pfal.  xix.  12.  "  Who  can  un- 
**  derftand  his  errors?  cleanfe  thou  me  from  fecret  faults,** 
Nay,  he  will  confider  his  daily  prefervation  as  an  evidence 
of  the  divine  patience,  in  the  fufpenfion  of  his  fentence, 
as  in  Lam.  iii.  22,  23.  *'  It  is  of  the  Lord*s  mercies  that 
."  we  are  not  confumed,  becaufe  his  compaffions  fail  not. 
"  They  are  new  every  morning :  great  is  thy  faithful- 
"  nefs.'' 

Thefe,  my  brethren,  are  examples  of  the  fcntiments 
and  language  of  the  fcripture-faints ;  and  if  we  look  a  lit- 
tle into  their  rharaclers,  as  fet  before  us  in  the  infpired 
writings,  we  fhall  fee,  that  fclfabafement  is  one  of  the 
mod  certain,  proofs  of  true  religion  ;  that  the  more  any 
perfon  has  made  real  improvement  in  holinefs,  he  will 
think  and  fpeak  in  fo  much  the  humbler  manner ;  will 
more  clearly  fee  the  evil  of  fin,  and  more  readily  confefs 
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its*  power  and  influence  over  his  own  heart.  I  know  this 
is  very  contrary  to  the  fpirit  that  prevails  in  the  world ; 
and  particularly  oppofite  to  the  reigning  temper  of  the  ^prc- 
fent  age.  I  know  alfo,  that  thfcre  are  many  obje£tion& 
railed  againft  this  fundamental  truth.  But  inftead  of 
wrangling  controverfy,  in  which  our  underftandings  are 
often  loft  and  our  paffions  irritated,  rather  than  fubdued ; 
for  further  enforcing  the  above  truth,  I  fhall  only  urge 
every  hearer  to  a  fcrious  and  impartial  refleftion  upon  his 
own  conduft.  This,  I  am  perfuaded,  will,  by  the  blelT- 
ing  of  God,  be  the  moft  effeftual  mean  of  filencing  the  rea- 
fonings  of  the  carnal  mind,  and  forcing  the  confcience  to 
a  confeffion,  both  of  the  equity  of  the  law,  and  the  guilt 
ofdifobedience* 

For  attaining  this  end,  I  fhall  juft  propofe  three  gene- 
ral fubjefts  of  examination  :  and  beg  that  you  may  fliew 
fidelity  to  your  own  fouls,  in  bringing  them  to  the  trial. 
I-  How  many  duties  have  you  omitted,  which  you  mull 
be  fenfible  you  ought  to  have  performed  ?  2.  How  often 
have  you  been  guilty  of  exprefs  tranfgreffions  of  the  law 
of  God  ?  3.  How  many  blemifhes  and  imperfeftions 
cleave  to  thofe  very  duties  which  you  endeavor  to  perform 
in  obedience  to  his  will  ? 

I.  Then,  How  many  duties  have  you  omitted,  which 
you  muft  be  fenfible  you  ought  to  have  performed  ?  In 
charging  you  with  negleftof  duty,  I  muft  begin  with  un- 
thankfiilnefs  to,  and  forgetfulnefs  of  God.  Let  the  con- 
fcience be  ever  fo  much  biafled  by  partiality,  or  perverted 
by  wrong  principles,  is  it  poflible  to  deny  the  obligation 
of  every  creature  to  acknowledge  his  dependance  upon 
the  author  of  his  being,  the  preferver  of  his  life,  and  the 
fource  of  his  mercies  ?  But  have  you,  my  brethren,  been 
fenfible  of  this  ?  How  unmindful  have  you  been  of  the 
Rock  that  begat  you,  and  the  God  that  formed  you  ? 
This  is  the  firft  of  all  fins,  and  the  fruitful  parent  of  every 
particular  tranfgreffion.  It  was  a  heavy  charge  brought 
againft  a  great  prince  by  the  prophet  Daniel,  ch.  v.  23. 
laft  claufe,  "  And  the  God  in  whofe  hand  thy  breath  is, 
"  and  whofe  are  all  thy  ways,  haft  thou  not  glorified.** 
Say,  ye  men  of  the  world,  have  you  indeed  acknowledge 
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ed  God,  on  whom  you  depend  for  every  breath  that  yoQ 
draw,  for  every  moment  that  you  continue  in  exilleace  ? 
I  have  often  thought,  that  it  was  one  of  the  greatefl  evi- 
dences of  the  depravity  of  human  nature,  that  an  abun- 
dant and  opulent  ftate  on  earth  fliould  fu  generally  lead  to 
negleft  oFGod.  What  is  this,  when  interpreted.  If  I 
may  fpcak  fo,  but  that  the  greater  our  Maker's  goodnefs 
Is  lo  US,  commonly  the  lefs  is  our  gratitude  to  Ifim  ? 

But  I  would  fptakto  thofe  whofe  confciences  are  morC' 
enlightened,  and  who  have  not  wholly  forgotten  the  Lord* 
Are  not  you  alfo  chargeable  with  manifold  omiflions  1 
What  fenfe  of  gratitude  have  you  retained,  and  expreffed, 
for  innumerable  mercies*  fpiritual  and  temporal,  to  your- 
felves,  and  to  your  families  ?  How  unequal  the  payment 
of  gratitude  to  the  debt  of  obligation  !  What  ufe  have  you 
made  of  them  in  God*s  fervice  ?  Wliat  advantage  have 
you  reaped,  for  your  own  fanflification,  from  the  bounty 
of  Providence*  from  the  ilrokes  of  Providence,  from  the 
ordinances  of  divine  infiitution,  from  the  truths  of  the 
cverlafting  gofpcl,  from  feafons  of  inflruftion,  and  oppor- 
tunities of  worfhip,  from  edifying  cMamples,  from  faith- 
ful admonitions  ?  What  have  you  done  for  the  good  of 
others  ?  How  often  have  you  relieved  the  neceiStous, 
comforted  the  diftreffed,  inftrufted  the  ignoraftt,  admo- 
niihed  the  negligent^  puniflied  or  reftrained  the  profane  ? 
I  hope  Ifpeakto  many  who  have  not  been  wholly  negli- 
gent in  improving  their  time  and  talents ;  yet  furely  there 
is  juft  ground  of  humiliation  to  the  bed,  that  even  under  a 
conviftion  of  duty,  they  have  fo  imperfedtly  difchargedit; 
and  probably  the  very  perfons  who  have  done  moft,  will 
be  mod  fincerely  grieved  that  they  have  not  done  more. 

Alas  !  my  brethren,  it  is  a  great  miftake  to  think  light- 
ly of  fins  of  omiflion.  How  much  do  I  pity  the  condition 
of  thofe  thoughtlefs  perfons,  who,  forgetting  that  they 
were  made  to  fcrve  God,  feem  to  live  for  no  other  purpofe 
than  to  enjoy  themfelves  !  And  oh  the  miferable  delufion 
of  thofe  fmners  who  fet  their  minds  at  eafe  by  the  fdly  ex- 
cufe,  That  they  do  harm  to  none  but  themfelves  !  Let 
them  hear  and  tremble  at  the  tenor  of  the  fentence  in  the 
great  day,  Matth.  xxv.  30.  **Caft  ye  the  unprofitable 


Excuse  before  God.  291 

"  fervant  into  outer  darkncfs  :  there  Ihall  be  weeping  and 
*'  gnaftiing  of  teeth.'*  It  is  the  firft  duty  of  natural  religi- 
on, "  Give  unto  the  Lord  the  glory  due  unto  his  name  ;'* 
and  it  is  the  fum  of  all  the  duties  of  the  gofpel,  i  Cor.  vi. 
19,  20.  "  Ye  are  not  your  own ;  for  ye  are  bought  with 
"  a  price  :  therefore  glorify  God  in  your  body,  and  in 
"  your  fpirit,  which  are  God's.** 

2.  Confider  in  how  many  inftances  you  have  been 
guilty  of  exprefs  tranfgreflions  of  the  law  of  God,  his  law 
written  upon  your  hearts,  and  repeated  in  his  own  word. 
If  you  know  any  thing  at  all  of  the  law  of  God  in  its  fpi- 
rituality  and  extent,  you  muft  be  deeply  convinced  of 
your  innumerable  tranfgreflions,  in  thought,  in  word,  and 
indeed,  (i.)  How  many  are  the  fins  of  your  thoughts  ? 
Sin  IS  fcated  in  the  heart :  it  hath  its  throne  and  domini- 
on there.  Every  enormity  in  the  life  takes  its  rife  from 
the  impurity  of  the  heart.  None  will  think  light  of  fins 
of  the  heart,  who  have  any  acquaintance  with  the  word 
of  God.  I-et  them  but  refleft  upon  the  account  given  of 
the  guilt  of  the  old  world,  Gen.  vi.  5.  *'  And  God  faw 
**  that  the  wickednefs  of  man  was  great  in  the  earth,  and 
**  that  every  imagination  of  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  was 
**  only  evil  continually.*'  Let  them  refledl  upon  the  fay- 
ing of  the  wife  man,  Prov.  iv.  23.  *'  Keep  thy  heart  with 
"  all  diligence  ;  for  out  of  it  are  the  iflues  of  life  ;**  or  on 
the  diftinguifhing  charadler  of  God,  Jer.  xvii.  10.  "  I  the 
**  Lord  fearch  the  heart,  I  try  the  reins,  even  to  give  eve- 
"  ry  man  according  to  his  ways,  and  according  to  the 
"  fruit  of  his  doings.'* 

How  many  thoughts  are  there  in  your  hearts  admitted 
and  entertained,  difiionorable  to  God,  unthankful  for  his 
mercies,  impatient  under  his  providence  ?  How  many 
thoughts  envious,  malicious,  fpiteful,  towards  your  neigh- 
bor ?  How  many  wanton,  lafcivious  thoughts,  and  irre- 
gular  defires  ?  How  many  covetous,  worldly,  vain,  ambi- 
tious thoughts  ?  Let  me  befeech  you  alfo  to  confider,  that 
thefe  are  not  fins  that  we  fall  into  feldoni,  or  by  occafional 
temptation,  but  multitudes  break  in  upon  lis  every  day, 
and  in  a  manner  every  hour.  What  an  infinite  number, 
then,  muft  we  be  chargeable  with  in  twenty,  thirty,  forty, 
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or  fifty  years  !  If  fa  many  are  the  fins  of  a  fiagle  day,  wtwif 
mud  be  the  guih  af  a  vv  hole  life  I  M^hat  Tcafoo  to  cry  out, 
with  the  prophet  to  Jerufalcm,  "  How  long  (hall  vaia 
**  thoughts  lodge  wiihin  us  *^ 

(i.)  Let  mc  Ufcech  you  to  confidcr  the  fins  of  the 
tongue.  Here  1  Ihall  not  infiR  much  on  the  groffcr  fins  of 
the  tongue,  lyinjj,  flandering,  backbiting;  of  thefts  though 
few  wiil  be  fcnfible  they  are  guihy  themfelves,  all  are 
abundantly  ready  to  complain,  as  reigning  in  the  world 
in  general.  Neither  Ihall  I  infill  on  Impure  convcrfation, 
filthy  and  lafcivious  expreffions,  or  allufionsio  obfcctiity^ 
though  I  am  airaid  many  here  prefent  are  fat  from  being 
innocent  of  the  charge-  But  bcfidcs  thefe,  the  fmsoftlic  i 
longue  are  fo  many,  that  the  moft  watchful  Chrifiian  can-  H 
not  fay  he  is  guiltlefs.  Even  the  meek  Mofes  was  provo*  ™ 
ked  to  Ji:>eak  "  unadvifedly  with  his  lips.'*  The  apoftle 
James  has  given  us  a  very  ftrong  defcription,  both  of  the 
general  prevalence,  and  nvifchievous  influence^  of  the  fins 
of  the  tongue^  James  iii-  t. — ^8.  '*  For  in  many  things 
^*  we  oflend  all.  If  any  man  offend  not  in  word,  the  fame 
*^  is  a  perfc£l  man,  and  able  alfoto  bridle  the  whole  body. 
*'  Behold,  we  put  bits  in  the  horfes  mouths,  that  they  may 
'•  obey  us ;  and  we  turn  about  their  whole  body.  Behold 
*'  alfo  the  Ihips,  which  though  they  be  fo  great,  and  are 
"  driven  of  fierce  winds,  yet  are  they  turned  about  with  a 
"  very  fmall  helm,  witherfoever  the  governor  liftetli. 
*'  Even  fo  the  tonjue  is  a  little  member,  and  boafteth 
*'  great  things.  Behold  how  great  a  matter  a  little  fire 
'*  kindleth.  And  the  tongue  is  a  fire,  a  world  of  iniquity  : 
"  lb  is  the  tongue  amongft  our  members,  that  it  defileth 
*♦  the  v.'hole  body,  and  fetteth  on  fire  the  courfe  of  nature ; 
**  and  it  is  fet  on  fire  of  hell.  For  every  kind  of  beads, 
"  and  of  birds,  and  of  ferpents,  and  things  in  the  fea,  is 
*'  tamed,  and  hath  been  tamed  of  mankind  :  but  the  tongue 
"  can  no  man  tame ;  it  is  an  unruly  evil,  full  of  deadly 
**  poifon.*'  And  that  none  may  prefume,  after  all,  to 
think  thefe  fins  of  the  tongue  inconfiderable,  let  us  re- 
member what  our  Saviour  tells  us,  Matth.  xii,  36,  37. 
*^  But  1  fay  urito  you,  that  every  idle  word  that  men  ihall 
^<  fpeak,  they  fhall  give  account  thereof  in  the  day  of 
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•*  judgment.  For  by  thy  words  thou  fhalt  be  juftifiedy  and 
**  by  thy  words  thou  fhalt  be  condemned." 

(3.)  Now,  to  thefe  fins  of  heart  and  converfationi>  let 
us  add  the  conCderation  of  all  the  fins  of  our  a£tions,  by 
which  we  either  offend  God,  ourfelves,  or  are  the  means, 
by  a  doubtful  or  rufpicious  example,  of  inducing  others  to 
oiTend  hitn  :  all  the  adls  of  infobriety  and  intemperance 
with  regard  to  ourfelves ;  of  injuftice,  treachery ,  or  oppref- 
fion,  with  regard  to  others.  Let  us  confider  thofe  fins  to 
which  we  are  led  by  our  rcfpeftive  callings  and  employ- 
ments, or  by  our  refpeftive  ages  or  tempers,  or  by  our  fitu- 
ation,  and  the  fociety  with  which  we  fiand  connefted. 
The  lightnefs  and  frothtnefs  of  fome,  the  fournefs  and 
n¥)rofenefa  of  others,  the  inconfidcratenefs  and  folly  of 
youth,  the  plotting  and  ambitious  projedts  of  riper  years, 
the  peevifhnefs  and  covetoufnefs  of  old  age,  and  the  vani- 
ty  and  felfifhnefs  we  carry  with  us  through  the  fevcral 
flages  and  periods  of  life.  Thefe  things  are  mod,  if  not 
all  of  them,  fins  in  thcmfelves,  and  do  infallibly  betray  us 
into  a  great  number  of  others.  If  we  confider  all  this  with 
any  meafure  of  attention,  can  we  refiife  to  adopt  the  Ian- 
guage  of  the  holy  fcripture,  that  ourfins  are  more  in  number 
than  the  hairs  upon  our  heads,  or  than  thefand  that  is  upon 
the  fea.fhore  ?  In  fine,  if  we  confider  the  fins  we  are  guilty 
of,  according  to  our  conditions  and  relations  in  the  worlds 
as  hufbands  and  wives,  parents  and  children,  maflers  and 
fervants,  magiftrates  and  fubjeds,  minifters  and  people, 
we  fhall  find  the  account  fo  prodigioufly  fwelled,  that  we 
fliall  have  more  than  reafon  to  cry  out  with  the  Pfalmill, 
"  Lord,  if  thou  Ihouldll  mark  iniquities,  O  Lord,  who 
•*  fhall  fland  ?'' 

3.  Confider  the  fins  that  cleave  to  your  religious  du- 
ties, and  every  thing  you  do  in  obedience  to  the  will  of 
God.  The  pureft  worftiipper  on  earth  muft  afk  forgive- 
nefs  for  the  fins  even  of  his  holy  things.  I  am  not  here  t<>. 
infill  upon  the  hypocritical  performances  of  many  profef- 
fing  Chriftians,  done  merely,  or  chiefly,  to  be  feen  of  men, 
or  fpr^,  as  a  covering,  over  their  bidden  and  fliamefitl 
deeds ;  nor  am  I  to  mention  that  religioiis  zeal  which 
arifes  fronit  ibifi^  contentiouf  and  v^iin-glory^  acd  which 
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chiefly  aims  at  the  fupport  of  party  names  ;  becaufc  ihcfe 
are  directly  and  eminently  fmtul :  they  are  an  abomina- 
tion in  the  fjght  of  God.  But,  my  brethren,  even  in  thofe 
performances  which  you  go  about  with  fome  meafure  of 
fincerity,  how  many  defefts  arc  to  be  found  ?  Oh  !  how 
much  negligence,  coklnefs,  and  formality,  in  worfhip ! 
ho'iV  many  wandering,  vain^  idle,  and  worldly  thoughts* 
in  your  hearts,  when  your  bodies  are  in  the  houfe  of  God ! 
Confider  only  the  infinite  glory  and  majefty  of  God,  in 
whofe  fi^^ht  the  heavens  themfelves  are  not  clean,  and 
who  charges  his  angels  with  folly  ;  and  fay  whetlicr  you 
have  ever  prayed  at  alt  with  Incoming  reverence  of  fpirit, 
Confider  only  the  imi'peakable  condefcenfiou  of  that  God 
to  his  creatures,  and  the  unfearchable  riches  of  his  grace 
to  the  fmner ;  and  fiiy*  whether  your  hearts  have  ever 
been  fuitably  afTefted  with  his  love. 

It  is  our  duty,  my  brethren,  to  confider^  how  far  we 
have  been  fi'om  preaching  the  word  of  God  with  proper 
imprefiions  of  the  majerty  of  him  in  whofe  na^ne  wc  Ipeak; 
how  for  we  have  done  it  with  fimplicity  and  dignity,  nei- 
ther fearing  the  cenfure,  nor  courting  the  applaufe,  of  our 
fellow-fmners ;  how  far  we  have  done  it  with  that  tender- 
nefs  and  afleftion,  with  that  holy  fervor  and  importunity, 
which  the  value  of  thofe  precious  fouls  to  whom  we  fpeak 
manifeftly  demands.  And  is  it  not  your  bufinefs  to  con- 
fider, how  feldom  you  hear  with  that  attention,  reverence, 
humility,  and  love,  with  which  the  facred  and  important 
truths  of  the  everlalling  gofpel  ought  to  be  received  ;  how 
many  hear  much  more  as  judges  than  as  learners,  as  cri- 
tics rather  than  as  fmners ;  and  content  themfelves  with 
marking  the  weaknefs  of  an  indifferent,  or  praifing  the 
abilities  of  an  animated  fpeaker  ?  And  how  many  run 
with  itching  ears  from  one  congregation  to  another,  or 
even  from  one  party  or  profeflion  to  another,  not  that  they 
may  be  edified,  but  that  curiofity  and  fancy  may  be  grati- 
fied  ?  How  many  loft  ordinances,  how  many  mifpent  fab- 
baths,  have  we  to  lament  before  God  ? 

When  we  come  to  the  fecond  table  of  the  law,  how 
many  finful  motives  mix  their  influence  in  the  duties  we 
perform  to  our  neighbors?  how  many  adts  of  jullice  owe 
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their  being,  in  part  at  leafl,  to  fear  of  reproach  ?  how  ma- 
ny works  of  charity  owe  their  fplendor  to  a  defii:e  of  ap- 
plaufe,  as  will  as  to  a  better  principle  ?  I  Ihould  never 
have  done,  were  I  to  go  through  all  the  great  duties  of  the 
Chriftian  life,  and  obferve  the  fmful  defe£ts  that  cleave  to 
them.  I  believe  I  may  fay  with  great  truth,  that  would 
we  but  deal  faithfully,  there  would  be  nothing  more  necef- 
fary  to  our  humiliation,  than  a  ftrift  examination  of  our 
duties  themfelves.  This  would  oblige  us  to  confefs,  that 
"  all  our  righteoufneffes  are  as  filthy  rags  before  God  ;'* 
that  we  mull  not  plead  for  reward,  but  forgivenefs ;  that 
no  merit  of  our  own,  but  infinite  mercy  alone,  muft  be 
the  foundation  of  our  hope. 

in,  I  come  now  to  make  fome  praftical  application  of 
the  fubjedl,  for  your  inftrudlion  and  direftion.  .  And, 

I.  How  great  is  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin  !  how  aftonifli- 
ing  the  blindnefs  of  finners  !  How  eafy  and  obvious  is 
the  confideration  of  our  fins,  in  the  order  in  which  I  have 
endeavored  to  fet  them  before  you !  Sins  of  omiflion,  on 
the  one  hand,  and  of  commiflion,  on  the  other  ;  and  du- 
ties  faulty  in  both  refpefts,  viz«  by  efiential  qualities  ne- 
gledled,  and  fins  mixed  with  the  performances :  fins  ia 
thought,  in  word,  and  in  deed,  againft  God,  our  neigh- 
bor, and  ourfelves.  Yet,  alas  !  how  many  are  there  in 
a  great  meafure  ignorant  of  the  fins  they  are  chargeable 
with,  and  therefore  fleeping  in  fecurity  !  Think,  my  be* 
loved  hearers,  on  your  condition.  To  know  your  danger, 
is  the  firft  fiep  to  deliverance.  Is  not  the  law  of  oliedi- 
cnce  clear,  written  uix)n  all  the  Creator's  works  ?  Is  it 
not  engraven  upon  the  confcience  ?  and  is  it  not  often  re- 
peated and  inforced  by  the  difpenfations  of  Providence  ? 
Would  there  be  fo  much  of  divine  judgment,  if  there  was 
no  oflFence  ?  Every  natural  evil  proclaims  the  fin  of  man. 
An  inclement  feafon,  an  injurious  world,  and  a  frail,  dy- 
ing  body,  confpire  in  pointing  out  our  finful  ftate.  And 
yet,  after  all,  how  blind  is  the  finncr  to  the  difcovery,  how 
deaJF  to  the  friendly  warning,  how  regardlefs  of  the  ap- 
proaching trial !  Aw^ke,  Ibefeech  you,  while  there  may 
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be  peace,  and  look  upon  your  dafijger,  while  tlicfc  iiyrt 
given  you  ttmc  icid  opportunity  to  fly  fi <ym  it- 

2.  If  tbe  Micfl  caanoc  fiandbcibre  Ctid,  if  no  Qefh 
living  can  be  juftified  in  bh  %ht»  kt^w  fearful  muft  be  the 
fiaic  Qf  thdc  who  are  lying  under  die  guilt  of  atroctouEft 
aggravated,  and  ri: pealed  crimes!  'l>voagb  grtai  profli* 
p£e£  often  defert  the  ordinances  of  God.  that  diey  majr 
So  at  greater  eafe,  and  meet  u  illi  lefs  rtfilunce  ;  yet,  itl 
fo  numerous  an  alT^mbly  as  this^  there  isreafon  to  fuppofe 
there  are  not  a  few  of  ibe  £  lie/ ef  sinners;  the  i'aif*er,  ibat 
while  fome  defert  the  ordinances,  that  they  may  bavc  ede 
from  within,  others  attend  tbem  as  ]^  cower,  that  tbejr 
may  blind  their  neighfaorS,  and  meet  with  kfs  fufptcion  or 
dtfturbance  from  without.  How,  then,  can  mtirderersi 
fornicators^  fweareis,  dTunkards,  thieves,  and  retainers 
of  unjufl  gain,  hear  what  ii<tih  been  faid  on  this  fubjc^ 
without  trembling  for  themfdve&I  Hear  for  your  fouls 
fake;  hear  (or  eternity's  fake  j  he^r^  I  befcech  jou^  lor 
Girifi*s  fake,  O  that  the  Spirit  of  God  may  carry  honic 
the  truth,  and  make  it  **  quick  aixi  poweriui,  kiarper 
"than  a  two-edged  fwoid,"  Heb.  iv.  12.  It  is  an  eafy 
thing  for  you  now  to  diflemble  the  fins  which  men  would 
punilh,  and  even  to  boaft  of  the  fins  which  men  muit 
tolerate;  but  hear  and  remember  the  twofollouing  paf. 
iages  :  Hcb.  iv.  13.  "  All  things  are  naked,  and  opei^d 
"  unlothe  eyes  of  him  with  whom  we  have  to  do;"  and 
Heb.  X.  31.  "  It  is  a  fearful  thing  to  fall  into  the  hands  of 
**  die  living  God/' 

3.  In  the  last  place.  If  any  chriftian  de fires  to  keep  his 
confcience  tender  and  faithful,  to  have  a  deep  growing 
and  humbling  fenfe  of  his  own  finfulnefs ;  if  he  v/ould  bar 
the  gate  againft  the  entrance  of  pride,  or  banlfh  it  after  it 
has  obtained  adiDifEon  ;  if  he  defires  to  walk  humbly  and 
watchfully — let  him  live  as  in  the  prefence  of  God,  let 
him  often  place  himfelf  at  his  awful  tribunal.  It  is  eafy 
to  juftify  ourfelvcs  before  men,  who  have  fo  little  to  re- 
quire, and  from  whom  {o  much  may  be  concealed.  The 
truth  is,  it  is  not  a  great  matter  to  be  able  to  fet  the  world 
at  defiance.  But  to  look  up  to  that  God  who  fitteth  upon 
the  riirone  of  his  holinefs,  is  of  infinitely  greater  moment, 
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iind  of  infinitely  greater  difficulty.  He  trieth  the  reins 
and  the  heart.  He  abhorreth  evil.  You  fee  how  Job  de- 
fended himfclf  againft  the  accufations  of  his  friends,  held 
faft  his  integrity,  and  would  not  let  it  go ;  but  no  fooncr 
did  God  fpeak  to  him  in  the  greatnefs  of  his  power,  than 
be  confeifed  his  vilenefs,  and  laid  his  hand  upon  his 
mouth.  In  the  fame  manner,  he  that  would  guard  againft 
the  iinpofitions  of  a  deceitful  heart,  that  would  not  be 
abufed  by  flattering  friends,  or  led  aftray  by  a  millaken 
world  ;  that  would  rather  walk  in  the  path  of  penitence 
than  fecurity  ;  let  him  live  as  in  the  prefencc  of  God. 
And  happy,  happy  they,  who  take  confufion  of  face  to 
themfelves  now,  and  feek  for  mercy  through  the  blood  of 
the  atonement,  in  comparifon  of  thofe  who  juftify  them* 
felves  now,  but  fhall  fland  at  laft  with  unutterable  con. 
fufion  before  the  fiipreme  judge,  ready  to  pronounce  thti 
irreverfible  fentence. 
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SERMON  3. 


PSALM  cxxx.  4. 

But  there  is  forgiveness  with   thee  i    that   thou  mayest  be 

feared* 

AFTER  confidering  our  own  miferable  and  guilty 
ftate,  and  how  little  any  plea  which  we  can  offer 
will  avail  before  the  holinefs  and  juftice  of  God,  it  is 
proper  to  turn  our  eyes  to  his  mercy,  as  the  only  foun- 
dation of  our  hope  and  peace.  This  is  of  the  utmoft  ne- 
ceffity  to  every  penitent.  When  a  fenfe  of  fin  hath  truly 
taken  hold  of  the  confcience,  it  is  fo  intolerable,  that  no 
man  can  continue  long  in  that  condition.  When  the 
waves  and  billows  of  divine  wrath  are  going  over  him, 
he  mud  either  fallen  upon  fome  ground  of  hope,  or  fuf- 
fcr  fhipwreck  upon  the  rocks  of  defpair.  There  are  in- 
deed,  alas  that  we  fhould  be  fo  liable  to  delufion  !  many 
ways  of  weakening  the  force  of  convidtion,  and  obtaining 
a  temporary,  imperfect,  or  falfe  peace.  But  tlie  only  fafe 
and  liable  ground  of  hope  is  the  divine  mercy.  And  hap. 
py  the  finner  who  obtains  fuch  difcoveries  of  its  extent 
and  efficacy,  as  to  make  him  cleave  to  it  with  undivided 
affisftion,  and  reft  upon  it'iis  the  anchor  of  his  foul,  from 
which  he  is  refolved  never  to  depart. 

Believe  it,  Chriftians,  the  more  the  finner  looks  into 
his  own  ftate,  the  more  real  and  thorough  his  acquain- 
tance  with  his  own  heart  is,  the  more  he  finds,  that  not 
the  leaft  ray  of  hope  can  arife  from  that  quarter.  This  is 
precifely  the  import  of  the  Pfalmift's  declaration  in  this 
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paiTage,  taking  the  one  branch  of  it  in  connexion  wifb 
the  other ;  as  if  he  had  faid.  When  I  confider  hmr  preat 
axid  muluplied  my  tranrgreffions  have  been,  I  mi>ft  (land 
fpe€cblef$,  and  without  excufe,  before  thy  holy  tribunal, 
and  julUfy  thee,  although  thou  fhouklll  condcnni  me. 
But  Lord,  thou  art  a  God  of  infinite  mercy.  This  I  fix 
upon  as  the  foundation  of  my  hope.  1  fee  nothing  in 
myfelf  to  plead.  Thy  law  accufes  me.  My  own  con- 
fcience  paRes  fentence  upon  me*  I  am  not  able  to  fup- 
pori  the  view  of  thy  jullice  and  lioUnefs-  Whither  can  I 
fly,  but  to  thy  mercy  ?  Here  I  defire  to  take  refuge,  and 
to  my  unfpcakable  confohtlon  there  is  forgivcnefs  with 
thee  ;  fo  that  thou  mayefi  and  ougtUef!  to  be  feartd*  In 
difcourfmg  further  on  this  fubjeft,  which  I  intend  to  do  in 
a  manner  ennrcly  pradlical,  I  propofe,  in  a  dcpendancc 
on  divine  grace ,  to  follow  this  method. 

I.  1  fliall  give  a  brief  view  of  the  dlfcovcries  uiiich 
God  hath  made  of  his  mercy,  as  the  foundaiion  of  the 
fumer's  hope;  or,  in  other  words,  fhew  what  reafon  we 
have  to  believe,  that  there  is  forgiv^encls  with  him. 

.11  I  fliall  point  out  the  connexion  between  the  mercy 
of  God  and  his  fear;  or  explain  the  import  of  this  ex- 
prcfiion,  '^  There  is  forgivenefs  with  tliee,  that  thou  may  eft 
''  be  feared." 

HI.  1  {hall  make  fome  praftical  improvement  of  the 
fubjea. 

I.  Firft,  then,  let  us  attempt  to  give  a  brief  view  of 
the  dlfcovcries  which  God  hath  made  of  his  mercy,  as  the 
foundation  of  the  finner's  hope ;  or,  in  ether  wordsr^  fhew 
what  reafon  we  have  to  believe,  that  there  is  forgivcnefs 
with  him.  For  this  purpofe  1  obfei*ve,  firll  of  all,  that 
the  patience  and  forbearance  of  God  towards  finners^  int 
die  courfe  of  his  providence,  is  the  efTetl:  of  his  mercy- 
Even  this  aflbrvls  fome  faint  hope,  that  there  may  be  for- 
givenefs with  him.  See  the  reafoning  or  the  expoftula- 
tion  of  Jonah  on  the  rcfpite  of  the  dellruQion  of  Nineveh^ 
Jonah  iv.  a.  '^  ARd  he  prayed  unto  the  Lord  and  faid, 
^^  (  pray  thee,  O  Lord,  was  not  this  my  fatjing,  wheu  I 
^  waajret  m  mjf  couotry?  Th^ve&re;  I  ficfd  before  nyala 
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^'  TarQiifii :  for  I  knew  that  thou  art  a  gracious  God,  and 
'^  merciful^  flow  to  anger,  and  of  great  kindnefs,  and 
'^  repented  thee  of  the  eviL"  The  fentence  being  fu£- 
pended,  there  is  ti<me  g'uven  to  apply  for  pardon,  and 
fpace  for  the  exerctfe  of  repentance,  with  a  peradventure, 
or  who  can  tett,  whether  he  may  not  be  gracious.  We 
msLf  add  to  this,  bis.  continual  bcn'^nity  and  kindnefs  to 
all  his  creatures,.,  not  excepting  the  evii,  the  unthaokfuC 
aad  the  anhofy.  The  native  tendency  of  both  thcfc  is  to 
lead  ihe -guilty  to  repentance,  as  we  are  told,  Rom.  ii.  4. 
'^  Or  defpifeft  thou  the  riches  of  his  goodnefs  and  for-* 
^^  bearaoce,  and  ]ong.fi]£R:rlng^  not  knowing  that  tlie 
''  goodnefs  of  God  leadeth  thee  to  repentance :"  But 
though  this  ouglit  to  be  mentioned,  I.  am  very  feniible, 
how  inftifficient  it  is  of  ttfelf  to  give  confolatian  to  a 
wounded  fprit.  Taking  in  the  whde  plan  of  provklence^ 
there  are  io  maj>j  tokens  of  our  Creator's  difpleafure,  fo 
niuch  to  be  leen  of  the  juftice  and  holinefs>  as  well  as  of 
the  goodnefs  of  God,  that  it  moil  leave  the  fmner  Hill 
-  ynder  a  dreadful  uncertainty  in  a  matter  of  &ch  infinite 
concern.  Torn  by  the  fufpicion  which,  is  infeparable 
ffom  guiU,  he  is  full  of  reflleis  anxiety ;  and  knowing 
that  he  mure  fhortly  appear  before  God  in  an  unembodicd 
ftate,  he  is  often  putting  this  queftion  to  himfelf.  Where- 
with (hall  I  come  before  the  Lord  ?  How  (hall  I  be  aible 
to  ftand  in  the  judgment  ?  And  therefore, 

2.  God  liatb  revealed  himfelf  in  his  word,  as  merciful 
and  gracious,  long-fu&ring,  and  flow  to  anger.  This 
was  the  great  trr.th  on  which  the  finner's  hope  depended 
ever  fmce  the  apoftafy  of  our  firft  parents.  Never  Gnce 
that  time  could  any  man  produce  his  title  to  divine  favor 
in  his  own  obedience :  and  therefore  the  mercy  of  God 
early  intimated  in  the  firft  promife,  continued  to  make,  if 
I  may  fpeak  fo,  the  leading  part  of  the  divine  charafler  ia 
all  the  difcoveries  he  made  of  himfelf*  Thus,  at  the  glo- 
ving of  the  law,  Exod.  xxxiv.  5,  6,  7.  "  And  the  Lord 
**  defcended  in  the  cloud,  and  ftood  with  him  there,  and 
**  proclaimed  the  name  of  the  Lord.  And  the  Lord  paiT- 
**'  ed  by  before  him,  and  proclaimed,  The  Lord,  The 
r  ^*  Lord  God,  merciful  and  gracious,  loag-fu&ringi  and 
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*  thoufamls,  forgiving  iniquity  and  tmnf^reffioa  and  fin. 
'*  and  that  will  by  no  means  clear  the  guilty ;  vifiting  the 
'*  iniquity  of  the  tathcrs  upon  the  children,  and  upon  the 
*'  diildrens  children,  unto  the  third  and  to  the  fourth  ge- 
**  neration."  To  the  fame  purpofe  the  PfalmilV  David, 
Pfal  ciii,  8,  **  The  Lord  is  merciful  and  gracious,  flow 
*'  to  anger,  and  plenteous  in  mercy/*  Hear  alfo  the  pro* 
phet  Micah;  Micah  vii.  i8,  "  ^VTio  is  a  God  like  unto 
**  thee*  that  pardoneth  iniquity  ;  and  pafleth  by  the  tranf- 
*'  grcfllon  of  the  remnant  of  his  heritage  ?  He  rctaineth 
"  not  his  anger  forever,  becaufe  he  delightcth  in  mercy,** 

I  do  not  here  flay  to  confidcr  what  hints  were  given  in 
the  ancient  difpen^tion,  of  the  atonement  which  was  af- 
terwards to  be  made  by  the  incarnation  of  the  Saviour. 
Doubtlcfs  there  was  fomc  refpett  to  this  in  the  very  firft 
proniife  of  the  seed  of  the  woman^  and  alfo  in  the  promifc 
to  Abraham^  that  in  Ids  seed  all  nations  of  the  earth  (hould 
be  blefftd.  The  fame  thing  was  prefigured  by  the  facri^ 
fices,  and  fliadowed  out  by  many  different  rites  of  the ' 
Mofaic  ceconomy.  It  muft^  however,  be  altewcd,  that 
the  faithful  in  thofe  ages  faw  it  only  obfcurely,  and  of  con- 
fequence  underftood  it  very  imperfeftly.  But  it  was  on 
the  revealed  mercy  of  God,  which  they  were  obliged  to 
feek  in  the  way  aj)pointed  by  himfelf,  that  they  placed 
their  entire  dependance. 

1  cannot  help  obferving  to  you,  how  very  encouraging 
the  afTu  ranees  of  pardon  are  through  many  paffages  of  the 
Old  Teftament ;  how  very  gracious  the  invitations  to  the 
finner,  as  if -they  |iad  been  contrived  on  purpofe  to  re- 
move the  jealoufy  which  the  guilty  are  too  apt  to  enter- 
tain ;  Ifa.  i.  18.  *'  Come  now  and  let  us  reafon  together, 
•*  faith  the  Lord :  though  your  fins  be  as  fcarlet,  they  fliall 
**  be  as  white  as  fnow ;  though  they  be  red  like  crimfon, 
•*  they  fhall  be  as  wool.'*  Ifa.  xliii.  25.  '*  I,  even  I  am 
**  he  that  blotteth  out  thy  tranfgreffions  for  mine  own  fake, 
"and  will  not  remember  thy  fins.''  Ifa.  xliv.  22.  "  I 
•*  have  blotted  out  as  a  thick  cloud,  thy  tranfgreffions,  and 
**  as  a  cloud,  thy  fins :  return  unto  me,  for  I  have  redecm- 

*  cd  thcc.^    Ifsu  Iv.  It  "  Ho,  every  one  that  thirftrth. 
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**  come  ye  to  the  waters,  and  he  that  hath  no  money ; 
*^  come  ye,  buy  and  eat,  yea,  come,  buy  wine  and  milk 
"  without  money,  and  without  price."  Is  this  the  word  of 
God  ?  Are  thefe  paffages  written  for  our  benefit  ?  Is  there 
any  thing  more  plain,  than  that  God  is  merciful  and  gra- 
cioQS  ;  nay  that  he  delighteth  in  mercy  ?  How  great  en-  . 
couragement  is  this  to  the  exercife  of  re|)entance  ?  In  this 
very  view,  indeed,  it  is  urged  by  the  prophet  in  the  6lh 
and  7th  verfes  of  the  laft  cited  chapter ;  *'  Seek  ye  the 
*'  Lord  while  he  may  be  found,  call  ye  upon  him  while 
"  he  is  near.  Let  the  wicked  forfake  his  way,  and  the 
"  unrighteous  man  his  thoughts  :  and  let  him  return  unto 
*'  the  Lord,  and  he  will  have  mercy  upon  him,  and  to  our 
'*  God,  for  be  will  abundantly  pardon." 

- 1  fhall  only  add,  that  as  the  fcripture  every  where  bears 
teftimony  to  the  readinefs  of  God  to  pardon  returning 
fmners,  fo  there  are  alfo  many  paffages  in  which  he  dc- 
clares  his  readinefs  to  pardon  the  failings  which  continue 
to  cleave  to  his  own  people,  and  treat  them  with  the  ut- 
•  mod  tendemefs  and  grace :  Pfal.  ciii.  13.  "  Like  a  father 
"  pitieth  his  children,  fo  the  Lord  pitieth  them  that  fear 
*'  him.*'  Ifa.  xl.  11.  **  He  fhall  feed  his  flock  like  a 
.♦*  Ihepherd  :  he  Ihall  gather  the  lambs  with  his  arm,  and 
**  carry  them  in  his  bofom,  and  fliall  gently  lead  thofe  that 
"  are  with  young."  Mai.  iii.  17.  **  And  they  fliall  be 
"  mine,  faith  the  Lord  of  hofts,  in  that  day  when  I  make 
"  up  my  jewels,  and  I  will  fpare  them  as  a  man  fpareth 
**  his  own  fon  that  ferveth  him." 

3.  But  that  nothing  may  be  wanting  for  the  complete 
illuflration  of  this  truth,  obferve  that  it  appears  in  the 
cleared  manner,  from  the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  that  there  is 
forgivenefs  with  God.  In  the  fulnefs  of  time,  God  fent 
his  own  fon  in  our  nature,  to  be  a  victim  and  facrificc 
for  our  offences,  to  bear  our  fins  in  his  own  body  on  the 
tree.  In  this  aftonifhing  event,  indeed,  the  love  and 
mercy  of  God  fhines  with  the  brightefl  luflre :  John  iii. 
16.  *'  God  fo  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  be- 
"  gotten  Son,  that  whofoever  believeth  in  him,  fhould 
"  not  perifh,  but  have  everlafting  life."  In  this  great 
tranfaftion,  we  have  not  only  ah  affurance  of  obtaining, 


|%4  Scft  tf  Torghcncss  usUb  G^* 

bit  fee  thft  price  paid  fer  iht  pnnrbafc  of  oar  pardon  i 
t  Pet,  i.  j8.  "  For  y^  were  tint  Tcdccmcd  wifh  cor- 
**  ropltble  tilings,  as  frtver  and  gold,  from  yoiir  rain  con* 
*'  verfcilion  recervetl  by  tradrtron  from  yoirr  farthers/''  In- 
ftead  oF  finding  die  jtrRke  of  God  (knd  in  the  %Ta7  of  ocir 
reconciliaUon  and  peace,  juftice  bemg  Wly  fatlsrScd,  ^als 
the  pardon,  and  adds  to  the  comfort  of  the  finncr.  In 
the  infinite  value  ®f  this  atonement,  \ve  may  fee  the  ex* 
tent  of  the  divine  maxy.  In  the  infinne  pmvcrof  this 
Saviour,  ue  may  He  the  perfeft  fecuriry  of  thofe  vAo  put 
t>H:ir  trufl  hi  Ifrm*  Salvadon,  in  all  its  parts,  is  drertd  to 
the  chirfof  finners  :  fo  that,  ^s  the  apoftle  expdfirs  it, 
Hetx  vu  t8.  "  That  by  hvo  immutable  things,  in  which 
•*  it  was  ini]x>ffiblc  for  Gal  to  lie,  we  might  have  a  ftrong 
"  confolation,  who  have  0ed  for  refuge  to  lay  hoid  npon 
**  the  hojK  fet  before  tis." 

11.  I  proceed  now  to  the  fecond  thing  propofed ;  which 
was,  to  point  ont  the  connexion  between  the  mercy  of 
God  and  his  fear,  or  explain  the  import  of  this  espreC 
Son,  "  There  is  fefgrvenefs  with  thee  that  thon  mayf fl  bfe 
**  feared.'*  The  import  of  this  eTcpreffiontnuft  \st  a  little 
fliferewt,  as  we  imdcrftand  the  v/ord  Jear,  which  isfotRC- 
lifnes  taken  in  a  larger,  and  fomctimes  in  a  more  limited 
fcnfe.  Sometimes,  as  being  fo  eminent  a  part,  it  is  made 
nk  of  to  lignify  the  whole  of  religion  ;  fometimes  it  fig- 
^ifies  that  awe  and  veneration  of  the  facred  majefty  of 
God  with  which  every  one  of  his  fer^^ms  ought  to  be  ha- 
bitually poffefled.  1  fliall  briefly  consider  it  in  both  thefe 
▼icws,  there  not  being  the  leaft  oppofrtion  between  them, 
Imdboth  carrying  in  them  the  moft  important  and  falotary 
inftru^ion. 

If  we  take  the  fear  of  God  in  the  text  to  fignHy  the 
Whole  of  that  duty  and  obedience  we  ovce  to  bin>,  then 
the  connexion  between  forgivenefs  with  God  and  his  be- 
ing feared,  appears  from  thefe  two  confiderations. 

T.  A  difcm'cry  of  the  mercy  of  God  is  abfoiutely  ne- 
tfeffary  to  his  being  loved  and  ferved  by  thofe  who  have 
*^once  been  finners.  Dcfpair  of  mercy  drives  the  fmner 
Ifom  God,  prefents  him  only  as  the  objeft  of  terror  and 
•iVerfion;  and,  infiead  of  having  the  Icaft  influence  in 
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bringing  us  to  obedienGe,  confirms  the  guilty  in  his  it- 
bcllioos  oppofition  to  his  Maker.  This  muft  be  msniieft 
to  every  hearer.  There  can  be  no  religion  at  all,  either 
in  tnclination  or  performance,  if  there  be  no  forgivenefs 
with  God.  How  ihould  any  fo  moch  as  attempt  what 
they  believe  to  be  an  unprofitable  labor  ? 

Though  this  is  a  truth  which  none  will  deny,  I  am 
afiraid  it  is  a  truth  not  fufficiently  attended  ,to  either  in  its 
certainty  or  influence.  It  tends  greatly  to  illuftrate  the 
whole  plan  of  falvation,  by  the  riches  of  divine  gracfe,  or 
the  firee,  unmerited,  unfolicited,  love  of  God.  '  How 
much  does  it  add  to  the  beauty  and  meaning  of  feveral 
paffages  of  fcripture !  as  x  John  iv.  10.  •'  Herein  is  love, 
"  not  that  we  loved  God,  but  that  he  loved  us,  and  fent 
*'  his  Son  to  be  the  propitiation  for  our  fins."  Rom.  v.  8. 
**  But  God  comtnendeth  his  love  towards  us,  in  that  while 
"  we  were  yet  Cnners,  Chrift  died  for  us.''  And  the  loth 
verfe  of  the  fame  chapter,  **  If  when  we  were  enemies, 
"  we  were  reconciled  to  God  by  the  death  of  his  Son ; 
"  much  more  being  reconciled,  we  (hall  be  faved  by  bis 
"  rrfe."  Guilt  is  .of  a  fiifpicious  nature.  It  is  even  ob- 
ferved  in  offences  committed  by  one  man  againft  another, 
that  he  who  hath  done  the  injury  is  always  hardeft  to  be 
reconciled.  The  fame  thing  appears  very  plainly  in  the 
difpofition  of  finners  towards  God.  A  gloomy  fear,  a 
dcfpondent  terror,  greatly  hinders  their  return  to  him ; 
nor  can  they  ever  take  one  Hep  towards  him,  till,  by  the 
dtfplay  of  his  mercy,  this  infuperable  obftruSion  is  re- 
moved. 

a.  Asa  difcovery  of  the  mercy  of  God  is  abfolutely  ne- 
cefl&try  to  our  ferving  him  at  all,  fo  it  is,  perhaps,  of  all 
others  the  moft  powerful  motive  to  induce  us  to  ferve  him 
in  fincerity.  Nothing  whatever  more  ill  uft rates  the  di- 
vine  glory.  It  prefents  him  as  the  proper  objeft  of  wor- 
fliip,  of  confidence,  and  of  love.  When  a  finner  is  once 
burdened  with  a  fenfe  of  guilt,  fees  the  demerit  of  his 
tranfgrefiTions,  and  feels  the  juftice  of  his  own  fentence, 
what  an  inconceivable  relief  muft  it  give  him  to  kt  the 
divine  mercy !  and  how  infinitely  amiable  muft  this  God 
of  mercy  appear  in  his  eyes  Habere  may  reafon  at  Aeir 
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eafe  upon  the  fubje£l,  he  is  tranfported  with  unfpeakaMe 
joy  on  the  profpeft-  His  heart  is  immedtately  taken  cap- 
live  r  hcfeeJsjts  con (Irainiug  power,  and  yields  himfclf 
willingly  to  e^^try  demand  of  dury  and  gratitude.  See, 
to  ihispurpofa,  ihc  expreffions  of  the  prophet  Korea,  ch, 
xi.  4*  "  I  drcw  them  with  conh  of  a  man,  with  bands  of 
*^  love,  and  1  was  to  them  as  they  that  take  off  the  yoke 
"  on  their  jaws^  and  I  laid  meat  unto  them/*  The  fame 
thinf;  U  every  where  in  the  New  Tcliament  reprefenlecj 
as  the  great  commanding  principle  of  obetiknce,  2  Cor. 
V.  14-  '^  For  the  love  of  Chrift  conilraineth  iis,  becaiiTe 
**  we  thus  judpfe,  that  if  one  died  for  ah,  then  were  all 
**  dead,*'  i  John  iv.  16.  **  And  we  have  known  and  be- 
*^  lievcd  the  loix  that  God  hath  10  us*  God  is  love  ;  and 
H  he  ihatdwelleth  in  love^  dwelleth  in  God,  and  God  in 
"  him,"  Ami  verle  19,  of  the  fame  chapter^  ^'  We  love 
*^  him,  becaufe  be  firft  loved  us." 

But  further,  even  taking  fear  in  a  more  limited  fenfe, 
as  ligtnfy injj  a  holy  reverence  and  dread  of  the  power  and 
luajefty  of  God,  there  being^  forgivenefs  with  him,  is  fo 
far  from  weakening,  that  it  Hrengthens  this  fear ;  and  that 
OD  the  two  following  accounts. 

I,  The  infinite  obligations  we  lie  under  to  divine  mcr- 
ey,  uiuft  ferve  to  improve  our  fenfe  of  the  evil  of  fin,  as 
committed  againft  fo  good  and  fo  gracious  a  God,  and  to 
increafe  our  abhorrence  of  it.  The  mercy  of  God  to  the 
guilty,  at  (he  fame  time  that  it  brings  unfpeakable  coafo* 
latioHik  as  delivering  them  from  the  wrath  to  come,  ferves 
to  humble  them,  by  a  view  of  their'own  unworthy  and 
wndutiful  condu6l.  When  an  awakened  convinced  foul, 
under  the  apprehenfion  of  eternity  approaching,  begins  to 
contemplate  the  mercy  of  God  as  the  ground  of  forgive* 
nefs,  he  immediately  thinks  upon  this  mercy,  as  having 
all  along  fpared  him  in  the  midft  of  his  provocations. 
What  a  wonder  of  mercy  is  it,  does  he  fay,to  himfelf,  that 
I  was  not  immediately  cut  off  in  my  wickednefs,  at  fuch 
a  time,  or  at  fuch  a  time,  which  now  return  full  upon  his 
memory  !  He  cannot  eafily  feparate  the  remembrance  of 
paft  crimes  from  the  mercy  that  with-held  immediate 
vengeance.    And  furely  nothing  will  ferve  more  to  make 
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the  finiier  tremble  and  Hand  aftonillicd  at  his  own  puiJt^ 
than  i^eCtion  dn  that  forbearance  of  a  patient  God;  which 
did  not  doom  him  to  inilant  and  deferved  de^truwtion,  but 
fpared  him  to  hear  the  glad  tidings  of  peace. 

Thus  the  unfpeakable  grace  of  God  in  the  gofpel  opens 
the  fprings  of  pentitcniial  forrovv,  and  makes  them  How- 
more  fwcetly  iitdeed,  but  more  freely,  and  more  copioufly 
than  before.  You  may  ebferve  the  ftrong  pidure  of  pe- 
nitence  and  love,  Avhich  is  drawn  with  inimitable  beauty 
by  the  evangelill  Luke,  ch.  vii.  37,  38.  **  And  behold  a 
"  woman  in  the  city,  which  was  a  finner,  when  flie  knew 
**  that  Jefus  lat  at  meat  in  the  Pharifee^s  houfe,  brought 
"  an  alabafter-box  of  ointment,  and  flood  at  his  feet  be- 
'*  hind  him  weeping,  and  began  to  walh  his  feet  with 
"  tears,  and  did  wipe  them  with  the  hairs  of  her  head,  and 
"  kiffed  his  teet,  and  anointed  them  with  the  ointment*'* 
Was  it  not  in  grace  and  mercy  that  the  fuffering  Saviour 
looked  upon  Peter,  which  immediately  confounded  him  ? 
Luke  xxii.  61,  62.  "  And  the  Lord  turned,  and  looked 
**  upon  Peter ;  and  Peter  remembered  the  word  of  th« 
**  Lord,  how  he  had  faid  unto  him.  Before  the  cock  crow, 
*'  thou  flialt  deny  me  thrice.  And  Peter  went  out,  and 
^*  wept  bitterly."  What  is  it  elfe  that  is  reprefented  by 
the  prophet  as  having  fo  ftrong  an  effect  upon  the  believer 
in  producing  penitential  forruw,  but  the  love  of  our  Re» 
deemer?  Zech.  xii.  10.  "  And  I  will  pour  upon  the  houfe 
**  of  David,  and  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem,  the 
"  fpirit  of  grace  and  of  fupplications,  and  they  Ihall  look 
**  upon  me  whom  they  have  pierced,  and  they  fhall  niourn 
"  for  him,  as  one  mourneth  for  his  only  fon,  and  (hall  be 
^^  in  bitternefs  for  him,  as  one  that  is  in  bitternefs  for  his 
"  firft-bom." 

2.  Forgivenefs  with  God  tends  to  increafe  our  fear  and 
reverence  of  him,  from  the  manner  in  which,  and  the  con^ 
dition  on  which  it  is  bellowed.  Every  circumftance  in 
this  difpenfation  of  divine  mercy  is  calculated  to  abafe  the 
-finner,  and  leave  him  nothing  whereof  to  glory  before 
God.  Forgivenefs  is  always  declared  to  be  an  aft  of  fo- 
vereign  grace.  If.  xliii.  25.  "  I,  even  I  am  he  thatblotteth 
**  Qut  thy  tranfgrcffions  for  mine  on  fake,  and  will  not 
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"  renieinber  thy  fins/*  Wc  are  many  times  ciutiaii€4 
igaiutl  impuung  to  ouffclveSj  or  chu-  own  incr:t»  wbal  U 
merely  the  ef%tt  of  divme  mcrty*  If  ihc  fcriplure  h  read 
with  care^  there  will  be  obfcrvcd  many  pa0a^rs  which  car- 
ry this  inilrudion  in  them^  to  beware  of  taking  merit  to 
ourfclves  froiTi  the  divine  goodncfs,  or  any  efftft  or  eKpref- 
fjCHi  of  it ;  Dfiut,  ix.  4,  5.  "'■  Speak  not  thou  m  thine  he^rt, 
**  atter  that  the  Lord  thy  God  ha(i  call  them  out  from  be- 
*'  ibrc  thee,  laying,  For  my  righitoufuefs  the  Lord  hatb 
*'  brought  rae  in  to  pufiefs  this  land  :  but  for  the  wickecl. 
^*  litis  oi  thefe  nations  the  Lord  doth  drive  them  out  from 
•*  before  thee.  Not  for  thy  righicoaTQefs,  or  foe  the  up* 
'*  rightncfs  of  thine  heajt,  doft  thou  go  to  poffefs  their  laiid  ; 
"  but  for  the  wickednefs  of  thefe  nations  tlie  Lord  thy  G«i 
**  doih  drive  them  ouc  from  before  thee,  and  that  he  miy 
*^  perform  the  word  whieh  the  Lord  fware  unto  thy  fathers, 
**  Abraham^  Ifaac,  and  Jacob.**  E^ek-  xxxvl  ir,  33* 
**  But  1  had  pity  for  mine  holy  name,  which  the  ho^Ce  of 
^*  UVllcI  had  profaned  among  the  heathen,  whither  they 
**  went-  Therefore  f^y  unto  the  hotife  of  Ifrael,  Thu* 
*'  lailh  the  Lord  Gtid,  I  do  not  this  for  your  fakes,  O  houfe 
*'  of  Ifrael,  but  for  mine  holy  name's  fake,  which  ye  have 
**  profuned  among  the  lieathen,  whither  ye  went.'* 

k  IS  probably  alfo  with  this  view,  if  we  may  prefumc  to 
oficr  an  opinion  on  fo  deep  a  fubject,  that  the  objedls  of 
fpccial  mercy  are  fometimss  chofen  from  among  the  moft 
criminal,  even  the  chief  of  finners.  Does  not  this  forbid* 
in  the  llrongeil  terni3,  every  man  to  harbor  the  leafl 
thought,  as  if  by  his  own  righteoufnefs,  or  being  convpa* 
ratively  lefs  wicked  than  others,  he  had  been  entitled  to 

the  divine  favor  :   Rom.  ix.  15. 18.  "For  he  (aitb-to 

"  Mefcs,  I  will  have  mercy  on  whom  I  will  have  mercy, 
*•  and  I  will  have  compaffion  on  whom  I  will  have  com- 
*^  paillon.  So  then  it  is  not  of  him  that  willeth,  nor  of  him 
*'  that  runnetli  but  of  God  that  (heweth  mercy.  For  the 
"  fcripture  faith  unto  Pharaoh,  Even  for  this  fame  purpofc 
"  have  I  railed  thee  up,  that  1  might  (hew  my  power  in 
**  thee,  and  that  my  name  might  be  declared  throughout 
**  all  the  earth.  Therefore  hath  he  mercy  on  whom  be 
^^  will  bav«  mercvi  and  whom  he  will  he  hardeoeih.'' 
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But  the  circumftance  on  which  we  are  called  chiefly  to 
fix  our  attention,  is,  that  forgivenefs  is  bellowed  only 
through  the  blood  of  Chrift.  It  is  freely  and  gracioufly 
beftowea  upon  the  finner,  but  was  dearly  and  hardly  pur- 
chafed  by  the  furety.  This  is  no  new  or  unufual  fubjeft 
in  this  congregation.  But  Oh  !  my  brethren,  that  we 
could  in  fome  meafure  apprehend  its  infinite  importance. 
Think,  I  befeech  you,  on  the  holincfs  and  juflice  of  God, 
as  they  fhine  in  the  fufferings  and  crofs  of  Chrift :  that  a 
righteous  God  required  full  fatisfaAion  for  fin ;  that  "  the 
"Lord  laid  on  him  the  iniquities  of  us  all;*'  that  *'"it 
**  pleafed  the  JjqxA  to  bruife  him,  and  to  put  him  to  grief.** 
Are  not  the  majefty  and  purity  of  God  fet  forth  in  this 
tranfadlion,  in  the  moft  clear  and  legible,  nay  in  the  moll 
awful  and  terrible  charadlers  ?  For  they  are  written  in 
blood.  Is  the  Lord  to  be  praifed  for  his  mercy  ?  and  is 
he  not  alfo  to  be  feared  for  his  juftice  ?  May  we  not,  or 
rather  muft  we  not,  fay,  "  If  fuch  things  were  done  in  the 
**  green  tree,  what  Ihall  be  done  in  the  diy  ?"  If  God 
faw  it  neceffary  to  lay  fuch  a  load  of  wrath  upon  the  Holy 
One,  when  (landing  in  the  room  of  finners,  what  fliall 
be  the  condition  of  the  impenitent  tranfgreflbrs,  who  (hall 
lie  under  it  forever  ?  We  may  well  adopt  the  words  of 
Mofesto  the  children  of  Ifrael,  Deut.  xxviii.  58,  59.  **  If 
*'  thou  wilt  not  obferve  to  do  all  the  words  of  this  law  tl«at 
**  are  written  in  this  book,  that  thou  mayft  fear  this  glo- 
**  rious  and  fearful  name,  THE  LORD  THY  GOD ; 
'*  then  the  Lord  will  make  thy  plagues  wonderful,  and 
"  the  plagues  of  thy  feed,  even  great  plagues,  and  of  long 
^^  continuance,  and  fore  fickneifes,  and  df  long  continu- 
"  ance." 

Do  you  not  now,  my  brethren,  fee  much  propriety,  as 
well  as  inftrudlion,  in  this  language.  *'  But  there  is  for- 
**  givenefs  with  thee,  that  thou  mayft  be  feared  r"  The 
expreffion  indeed  is  not  fingular  in  the  holy  Scripture,  even 
in  the  fenfe  now  illullrated.  It  is  certainly  on  the  fame 
fubject  the  Pfahuift  is  fpeaking,  when  he  fays,  Pf.  xl.  3. 
"  And  he  hath  put  a  new  fon  in  my  mouth,  even  praifc 
"  unto  our  God  :  many  fliall  fee  it,  and  fear,  and  Ihall 
**  truft  in  the  Lord."    As  alfo  the  prophet  Hofea,  ch.  iii. 
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5,  *'  Afterwards  fhall  the  children  oflfracl  return,  and 
**  feck  the  Lord  their  God,  and  David  their  king,  and  ftiall 
t  fear  tlie  Lord,  and  his  goodnefs  in  the  latter  days.'* 

III.  I  proceed  now  to  make  fame  practical  improvc- 
meiu  of  what  hath  been  fa  id.     And, 

1,  From  what  hath  been  faid,  you  may  learn,  that  none 
can  undcrflaad,  embrace*  or  eftecm  the  mercy  of  God^ 
fatjt  thofe  who  arc  convinced  of  their  fin  and  mifery.-^ 
Mtrcy  can  be  of  benefit  only  lo  the  guilty;  mercy  can 
be  bcftowed  only  on  the  goilty ;  and  therefore  all  that  can 
be  faid  in  iHuftratJon  of  the  divine  mercy,  all  that  can  be 
faid^n  commendation  of  the  divine  mercy,  will  be  ef- 
teemed  as  idle  tales  by  thofc  who  do  not  know  themfelves 
to  be  guilty*  Hence  the  negligence  and  ynconcem  with 
which  the  gofpel  is  received.  Very  many  of  thofe  to  whom 
it  is  addrcired  are  infcnfible  of  their  danger.  The  em- 
ployments of  the  world  ingrofs  their  time;  the  enjoyments 
of  the  world  polTefs  their  afFefttons:  an  eternal,  unchange- 
able Hate  is  fuppofed  at  too  great  a  diftance  to  require  their 
attention,  I  befcech  yoii,  my  brethren,  to  confider,  that 
the  time  of  your  trial  is  walling  apace.  Let  the  com- 
mencement of  another  feafon*  put  you  in  mind  of  its 
fpeedy  paffage,  and  perfuade  you  to  look  forward  to  the 
day  ofdeath  or  judgment,  when  all  offers  of  mercy,  and 
exhortations  to  repentance,  (hall  ceafe,  and  when,  though 

.  there  may  be  forgivenefs  with  God  to  all  the  proper  objefts 
of  it  in  hisextenfive  dominion,  yet  there  (hall  be  no  for- 
givenefs  for  you. 

2.  From  what  hath  been  faid  you  may  obfervt,  that  the 
publication  of  divine  mercy,  that  the  illuflration  of  the 
riches  of  divine  grace  in  the  gofi>el,  hath  not  the  lead  ten- 
dency to  leflen  our  fenfe  of  the  evil  of  fin,  or  the  obliga- 
tion we  lie  under  to  obedience  :  on  the  contrary,  it  ferves 
greatly  to  improve  both  the  one  and  the  other.  When  we 
endeavor  to  bring  confolation  to  the  broken  in  heart;  when 
we  fet  before  them  the  tender  mercies  of  our  God,  and  the 
infinite  compaflion  of  the  Saviour ;  when  we  prefs  them 

^  Preached  at  the  be^nning  of  the  year. 
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to  hearken  to  the  invitations  of  the  gofpel;  when  we  en- 
courage them  to  reft  their  {alvation  upon  it,  and  to  be  at 
peace ;  this  only  ferves  to  excite  their  indignation  againft 
fin,  and  perfuade  them  to  fly  from  it,  to  bring  them  to 
the  obedience  of  children,  and  (hed  abroad  the  love  of  God 
in  their  hearts. 

3.  From  what  hath  been  faid,  you  may  fee  the  differ- 
ence  between  a  real  and  fcriptural  difcovery  of  forgive- 
nefs  with  God,  and  that  carelefs  fecurity  which  arifes  from 
a  prefumptuous  reliance  on  his  general  mercy.  The  one^ 
prevents  convidlion,  the  other  produces  it.  The  general 
and  common  plea  of  God's  mercy,  keeps  the  finner  at 
cafe  as  he  is ;  but  a  real  and  fcriptural  difcovery  of  forgive, 
nef^  with  God,  heals  the  broken  in  heart,  and  at  the  fame 
time  increafes  their  fenfeof  theevilof  fm,and  their  abhor^ 
rence  of  every  approach  to  it. 

Prefumption,  and  fuch  views  of  God's  mercy  as  are 
taken  by  the  fecure,  arife  entirely  from  the  extenuation  of 
fin.  The  language  of  their  hearts  is,  "  Surely  this  is  not 
fo  great  a  matter,  but  God*s  mercy  will  forgive  it."  If 
you  will  either  ferioufly  examine  yourfelves,  or  obferve, 
with  fome  attention,  tlie  difcourfe  of  carelefs  worldly  per- 
fons,  you  will  perceive  this  very  clearly.  They  comfort 
themfelves  with  the  thoughts  of  their  little  comparative 
guilt,  rather  than  of  the  certainty  and  greatnefs  of  divine 
mercy.  **  I  may  perhaps,'*  fays  one  of  them,  **  have  been 
•*  guilty  of  fuch  or  fuch  fins :  but  I  am  fiire  I  never  did  fo 
"  or  fo,"  or  perhaps  as  fome  others  who  immediately  oc- 
cur to  their  minds  as  greater  finners  than  themfelves.  I 
cannot  help  mentioning  to  you  the  faying  of  a  prince  of 
our  own  country  towards  the  clofe  of  life,  who  had  been  a 
remarkable  libertine  in  his  younger  years  :  '*  I  cannot 
"  think,''  fays  he*  "  that  God  will  be  fo  hard  as  to  damn 
^^  a  man  for  taking  a  little  pleafure  out  of  the  common 
"  road." 

In  oppofition  to  this,  the  true  penitent  fees  more  than 
ever  his  inexcufable  guilt  as  a  finner,  but  hopes  for  for- 
givenefs  from  God,  as  the  effedl  of  his  own  infinite  grace, 

•  K.  Charles  II.  to  Bilhop  Burnet* 
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find  the  accomplifhment  of  his  promife  in  the  gorpel. 
He  gives  the  whole  glory  of  it  to  him  ;  and  Tievcr  thinks 
of  dtminifhing  the  luftre  of  his  tranfcendent  inercy,  bf 
covering  or  extenuating  the  offence.  Hence  fecure  per- 
fons  are  eafily  fatisfied,  while  true  penitents  make  fupplt- 
cation  with  ftrong  crying  and  tears*  They  are  often  re- 
confjjering  the  promife,  and  frequently  queflionin;  the 
ground  on  which  tlieir  dependance  has  *been  placed. 
Hence  alfo  fecure  perfons  feek  cafe  to  themfelvrs  from 
the  remonftrances  of  confcience,  by  ftifiing  con  virion , 
and  offering  CKCufes;  but  true  penitents^  by  giving  full 
force  to  the  accufation,  and  pleading  the  benefit  of  the  re- 
TntlTIon,  To  fay  all  in  a  vi^ordi  the  one  druggies  hard  to 
bs  found  innocent,  the  other  to  obtain  mercy,  i 

4.  From  w^hat  hath  been  faid,  you  may  fee  of  how  mueH     fl 
ftioment  it  is  to  the  Chriftian  to  keep  clear  views  of  the    ^ 
mercy  of  God,  as  well  as  of  his  own  interefi  in  it.     The 
moment  he  lofes  the  comfortable  fenfe  of  peace  with  God, 

his  chariot- wheels  are  troubled,  and  he  drives  heavily.  If 
makes  his  duty  burdenfome^  and  his  trials  infupportable* 
And  no  wonder,  fince  he  is  not  fo  far  left  of  God  as  to 
return  to  the  fecurity  of  finners ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
the  fource  of  his  inward  confolation  is  like  a  spring  shut 
upy  and  a  fountain  sealed.  For  what  end  are  the  pro- 
mifes  of  God  contained  in  fcripture  ?  why  are  they  put 
into  your  hands  ?  why  are  they  repeated  in  your  ears  ? 
Why,  but  for  preferving  you  in  that  peace  which  the  world 
cannot  give,  and  which,  bleffed  be  God,  it  cannot  take 
away.  Hear  what  your  Saviour  fays  John  xvi.  33. 
**  Thefe  things  I  have  fpoken  unto  you,  that  in  me  ye 
**  might  have  peace.  In  the  world  ye  fliall  have  tribula- 
tion :  but  be  of  good  cheer,  I  have  overcome  the  w^orld." 

5.  In  tlie  laft  place.  You  may  fee  from  what  hath  been 
faifl,  in  what  way  you  may  mofl  effeftually,  and  moft  cer- 
tainly, prcferve  your  peace  witli  God,  t^iz.  By  the  fre- 
quent cxercife  of  penitence  and  confeflion.  Tnis  will 
ftiew  you  the  ncceflity  of  forgivenefs  from  God.  This  will 
conftrain  you  daily  to  feek  for  forgivenefs  from  God.  Be- 
\vare  of  fecking  or  preferving  peace  by  the  extenuation  of 
ftn,  or  by  lllfling  conviCtiou-     This  may  well  lead  you 
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to  floth  and  fecurity  for  a  feafon,  which  lays  the  founda- 
tion  of  the  bittercft  repentance  of  all ;  but  will  never  give 
you  the  comfort  of  God's  children.  He  that  Ihutteth  his 
eyes  upon  his  own  fms,  {hall  never  fee  the  glory  of  di- 
vine mercy.  Serious,  voluntary,  deliberate  humiliaiion, 
is  the  true  way  of  promoting  both  that  fteadinefs  in  duty, 
and  that  peace  with  God,  which  ought  to  be  the  Chriftian^s 
fuprcme  defire.  Whatever  deftroys  felf-fufEciency  pro- 
motes the  growth  of  true  piety.  The  gofpel  is  particular- 
ly directed  to  tHofe  that  fee  their  neceffity.  It  brings  com- 
fort to  the  mourner,  help  to  the  miferable,  and  mercy  to 
the  guilty.  It  is  a  great  miftake,  to  think,  that  the  con- 
trition and  penitence  of  the  children  of  God  is  hurtful  to 
their  comfort,  for  it  is  the  very  foundation  of  it ;  accord- 
ing to  that  refrefhing  promife,  with  which  I  (hall  conclude, 
If.  Ixi.  I,  2,  3.  "  The  fpirit  of  the  Lord  God  is  upon  me, 
*'  becaufe  the  Lord  hath  anointed  me  to  preach  good  ti- 
"  dings  unto  the  meek,  he  hath  fent  me  to  bind  up  the  bro- 
"  ken-hearted,  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captives,  and  the 
"  opening  of  the  prifon  to  them  that  are  bound  :  to  pro- 
**  claim  the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord,  and  the  day  of 
"  vengeance  of  our  God,  to  comfort  all  that  mourn :  to 
**  appoint  unto  them  that  mourn  in  Zion,  to  give  unto 
"  them  beauty  for  aflies,  the  oil  of  joy  for  mourning,  the 
"  garment  of  praife  for  the  fpirit  of  heavinefs,  that  they 
"  might  be  called  trees  of  righteoufnefs,  the  planting  of 
"  the  Lord,  that  he  might  be  glorified." 


'•  ^  !  n  rt^_ 
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The   nature   of   FAITH- 
SERMON    4- 

I  J  O  H  N  iii.  23. 

And  this  is  his  commandment^  that  we  should  believe  on  the 
name  of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ. 

ACTION    SERMON. 

WE  propofe,  in  a  little,  to  draw  near  to  God  in  the 
moft  folcmn  a£t  of  Chriftian  worftiip.  With  what 
humble  folicitude  ought  we  to  enquire,  whether  we  are 
truly  intitled  to  this  great  privilege,  or  may  hope  for  ac- 
ceptance  in  this  important  duty.  It  is  the  moft  explicit, 
and  the  moft  public  profeflion  we  can  make  of  faith  in  the 
R^emer's  blood ;  and  therefore  none  can  do  it  in  a  pro- 
per manner,  but  thofe  who  have  indeed  believed  in  the 
Redeemer's  name. 

Faith  in  Chrift  is  the  great  foundation  of  our  peace  with 
God.  It  is  the  great  principle  of  our  fanftification.  It  is 
the  great  diftindlion  between  the  heirs  of  glory  and  the 
heirs  of  hell  :  "  For  he  that  believeth,  and  is  baptizec^ 
"  ftiall  be  faved ;  but  he  that  believeth  noty  fliall  be  damn- 
**  cd."  And  therefore  no  fubjefl  can  be  of  more  impor- 
tance in  general,  or  more  fuited  to  our  prefent  employ, 
ment,  than  what  is  prefented  to  us  in  the  words  of  the 
text :  This  is  bis  commandment^  That  tve  shatdd  believe 
on  the  name  of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ. 

In  the  context  the  apoftle  is  fpealung  of  the  Chriftian's 
confidence  or  perfuation  of  his  relation  to  God,  ver.  2O1 21^ 
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22*  **  For  if  our  heart  candemn  u^,  Gvd  h  greater  than 
**  our  heart  and  knoweth  all  things.  Bdoved,  if  our  heart* 
"  condemn  us  not,  then  have  w^  confide  rvcjS  towards 
*'^  GocU  And  whatfocver  we  afc  we  receive  of  him  ;  be^ 
**  caufe  we  keep  his  commandments^  and  do  thofe  things 
*^  that  are  picafing  in  his  fight," 

Having  thus  meniioned  the  conniiandments,  he  points   ^ 
dut  in  the  words  now  read*  the  ^J^^^^t  commandments  of   j 
tie  gofpeU  in  their  order,  And  ibis  k  bis  commandmtnf^  H 
That  tt'tf  should  b^Ue^ie  on  the  name  of  bis  Son  Jesus    " 
Christ,  and  iove  one  another^  as  be  gaz^e  us  command-  j 
mcnt.     My  purpofe  at  this  time  is»  to  confine  my  felt  td  fl 
the  firft  of  thefe;  and  open,  in  as  comprchenfivc  and        ' 
practical  a  manner  as  I  am  able,  what  it  is  /<?  believe 
an  tbe  name  of  Jesus  Christ  the  Son  of  God;  and  having 
done  fo,  to  make  fomc  praftical  improvement  of  the  fub- 
je£t;  particularly,  by  preffing  every  hearer,  in  the  moft 
canieil  manner,  to  obey  this  commandmau  of  God* 

I.  In  ihtfrsi  place,  then,  I  am  to  explain  what  it  is 
to  believe  on  the  name  of  Jefus  Chrift  tlie  Son  of  God- 
Many  have  been  the  controverfies  raifcd  and  agitated  on 
this  fubjed,  moft  of  ihem  unprofitable,  and  fome  of  them 
very  hurtful,  as  tending  to  difquiet  and  perplex  the  minds 
of  ferious  perfons,  and  fometimes  even  to  furnilh  an  ob- 
jedion  to  the  enemies  of  the  gofi)el.  I  Ihall  therefore 
avoid  every  thing  of  this  kind,  as  in  general  undefirable, 
and  at  this  time  highly  unfeafonablc ;  and  endeavor  to 
lay  it  down  in  fuch  a  manner  as  1  hope  may  be  under- 
llood  by  the  meaneft  real  Chriftian,  and  may  afford  to 
every  exercifed  foul  inward  confolation  and  peace  with 
God. 

For  this  purpofe,  I  hope  it  will  be  fufficient  to  obferve, 
that  faith  may  be  confidered  in  two  views  ;  its  objeft,  and 
its  actings:  ill,  Tbe  object  of  faitb ;  that  is  to  fay,  the 
truths  to  be  believed :  2dly,  Tbe  actings  of  faitb ;  or 
what  it  is  to  believe  thefe  to  Jthe  faving  of  the  foul.  As  to 
the  objedt  of  faith,  it  is  tlius  exprefled  in  our  text,  Tbis  is 
.  i^is  commandment^  That  we  sbotdd  believe  on  tbe  name  of 
bis  Son  Jesus  Cbrist.    Christ  Jesus^  tbe  Saviour^  then,  is 
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the  objeft  of  faith.  This,  in  its  full  extent,  includes 
every  thing  that  is  revealed  in  the  holy  fcriptures,  with 
refpeft  to  Jiis  perfon,  character,  and  work.  It  may  indeed 
be  faid  to  include  the  whole  revealed  will  of  God;  becaufc 
every  part  of  this  will  has  a  more  remote  or  immediate 
reference  to  him.  Chrift  Jefus  is  "  the  Alpha  and  Ome- 
•*  ga,  the  firftand  the  laft,  the  beginning  and  the  ending/* 
of  the  will  of  God  as  revealed  for  our  faUation.  But  as 
every  thing  elfc  was  only  introductory  and  preparatory  to 
his  atonement,  or  confequent  upon  it,  I  fhall  chiefly  direft 
your  attention  to  him  as  a  Saviour  from  guilt  and  pollu- 
tion. This  the  name  of  Jcfus  immediately  impprts : 
Matth.  i.  21.  **  And  thou  (halt  call  his  name  Jefus :  for 
*'  he  fhall  fave  his  people  from  their  fins,'*  In  this  view, 
I  think  the  objefl  of  faith  may  be  fummed  up  in  the  fol- 
lowing particulars. 

I.  That  we  are,  by  nature,  in  a  (late  of  fm,  alienated 
in  heart  from  God,  tranfgreffors  of  his  law,  and  liable  to  his 
\vrath.  If  this  were  not  the  cafe,  a  Saviour  would  not 
be  neceflary ;  salvation  would  be  a  word  without  force, 
and  even  without  meaning.  It  is  accordingly  found  in 
experience,  that  till  there  be  a  conviflion  of  this  truth 
upon  the  confcience,  the  tidings  of  a  Saviour  are  always 
treated  with  negleft  or  difdain.  Nothing  can  be  ftrongcr 
than  the  language  of  fcripture  on  this  fubjeft  in  many  paf- 
(ages;  paiticularly,  Matth.  xviii.  11.  "For  the  Son  of 
"  man  is  come  to  fave  that  which  was  loft."  Luke  v.  31, 
32.  "  And  Jefus  anfwering,  faid  unto  them,  they  that  are 
*'  whole,  need  not  a  phyfician ;  but  they  that  are  fick,  I 
"  came  not  to  call  the  righteous,  but  finners  to  repentance." 
I  (hall  alfo  read  to  you  the  account  of  our  natural  ftate, 
and  the  end  of  Chrili's  coming,  given  by  the  apoflle  Paul, 

Eph.  ii.   I 5.  **  And  you  hath  he  quickened  who 

**  were  dead  in  trefpaffes  and  fins,  wherein  in  time  paft 
**  ye  walked  according  to  the  courfc  of  this  world,  accord- 
**  ing  to  the  priii/ce  of  the  power  of  the  air,  the  fpirit  that 
**  now  worketh  in  the  children  of  difobedience.  Among 
*'  whom  alfo  we  all  had  our  convcrfation  in  times  paft,  in 
^'  the  lufts  of  our  fle(h,  fulfilling  the  defires  of  the  flelb, 
*'  and  of  the  mind;  and  were  by  nature  the  Children  of 

Vol.  I.  Rr 
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**  wrath^  c\Tn  as  others.  But  God,  who  is  rich  in  mcfcy, 
**  for  his  gt^eat  love  wherewith  he  loVed  us,  even  when  we 
*^  were  dead  in  fins  hath  quickened  us  together  with  Chrift, 
*'  {by  grace  ye  are  faved)/'  I  forbear  to  nfcntion  tlic 
proof  of  this  from  the  hiftory  of  the  world,  from  the  marks 
of  God's  difplcafurc  Bsaiiift  fin  in  the  courfe  of  providence, 
and  from  the  teftimony  of  confcience,  as  I  have  illuftnited 
them  at  confiderable  length  m  other  difcourfes.  Let  it 
fafficc  at  pretent  to  fay,  that  the  firfl  truth  which  is  the  ob- 
je€t  of  faith,  is  the  guilt  and  mifery  of  our  naturc- 

2.  The  next  part  of  the  object  of  faith  is,  that  there  is 
no  way  of  recovery  from  this  (late  but  by  Chrift  :  Acts  \v. 
12.  "  Neither  is  there  falvation  in  any  other  ;  for  there  is 
**  none  other  name  under  heaven  given  among  men  where* 
**  by  we  mufl  be  faved/*  If  there  were  any  other,  it 
would  not  be  the  command  of  God  that  we  ibould  believe 
in  the  name  .of  his  fon  Jefus  Chrift.  After  men  are  in 
fome  meafure  fenfible  that  they  are  guilty,  it  is  often  diffi- 
cult to  convince  them  that  they  are  helplcfs.  There  is 
fomething  fo  mortifying  in  this  confideration,  and  fo  hum* 
bling  to  our  pride,  that  it  is  with  great  unvviUingnefs  we 
yield  to  it.  Nay,  after  we  have  feemed  to  confefs  it,  we 
are  often  ready  to  retrafl  it.  The  finner  has  always  a 
jjronenefs  to  feek  fome  refource  in  himfelf.  Hence  the 
difpofition  to  extenuate  his  guilt ;  and  if  he  cannot  plead 
abfolute,  to  place  fome  dependance  upon  comparative  in- 
nocence. Hence  the  difpofition  to  magnify  human  merit, 
as  if,  by  the  value  of  fome  good  deeds,  we  could  balance 
or  crncel  the  guilt  of  our  difobedience.  Hence  the  end- 
lefs  variety  of  human  inventions,  of  coflly  facrifices  and 
voluntary  penance.  Micah  vi.  6,  7.  **  Wherewith  (hall 
"  I  come  before  the  Lord,  ajid  bow  myfelf  before  the  high 
*'  God  ?  Ihall  I  come  before  him  with  burnt-offerings, 
"  with  calves  of  a  year  old  ?  Will  the  Lord  be  plealed 
**  with  thoufands  of  rams,  or  with  ten  thoufands  of  rivers 
**  of  oil  ?  Ihall  I  give  my  firft-bom  for  my^ranfgreffion,  the 
•*  fruit  of  my  body  for  the  fin  of  my  foul  ?"  The  truth  is, 
till  the  finner  is  ftript  of  every  plea,  and  found  to  be  with- 
out cxcufe,  he  will  ftill  refufe  to  be  indebted  to  the  grace 
of  Ms  Redeemer.     But  hear  ye  the  Spirit  of  God,  Rev. 
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ill.  i'7,  i8.  "  Becaufc  thou  fayeft,  I  «m-  rich,  and  increat 
**  cd  withigoods,  and  have  need  of  nothing ;  and  knoweft 
"  not  that  thou  art  vvretclied,  and  miferable,  and  poor,  and 
"  blind,  and  naked.  1  counfel  thee  to  buy  of  me  gold  tri*. 
"  cd  in  the  fire,  that  thou  mayeft  be  rich  ;  and  white  rai^ 
'*  ment)  that  thou  mayeft  be  clothed,  and  that  the  Ihame  of 
*^  thy  nakednefs  do  not  appear ;  and  anoint  thine  ey^ 
**  with  eye-falve,  that  thou  mayeft  fee.'' 

3.  This  leiids  me  to  the  third  part  of  the  objefl  of  faith, 
%tz.  That  the  pardon  of  fin,  and  peace  with  an  offended 
God,  is  freely  offered  to  the  chief  of  finners  through  Ghrift. 
The  two  preceding  truths  are  preparatory  to  this,  and 
ferve  to  point  out  its  neceffity  and  moment.  This  is  the 
gracious  meilage  which  was  brought  into  the  world  by  the 
gofpel;  and  from  which  it  derives  its  name,  importing 
glad  tidings.  \Vliat  we  are  particularly  to  attend  to  here 
is,  (i.)  that  Chrift  Jefus  was  fubftituted  in  theTOom  of 
finners,  and  fuffered,  the  juft  for  the  unjuft,  that  he  might 
bring  us  to  God ;  that  the  holinefs  and  juftice  of  God 
required  an  expiation  of  fin,  which  was  made  by  this  im- 
maculate viftim :  Ifa.  liii.  5,  6.  **  But  he  was  wounded 
"  for  our  tranfgreflions,  he  was  bruifed  for  our  iniquities : 
**  the  chaftifement  of  our  peace  was  upon  him,  and  with 
**  his  ftripes  we  are  healed.  All  we  like  flieep  have  gone 
"  aftray ;  we  have  turned  every  one  to  his  own  way,  and 
"  the  Lord  hath  laid  on  him  the  iniquity  of  us  all." 
Rom.  iii,  25.  "  Whom  God  hath  fet  forth  to  be  a  propi. 
*'  tiation,  thro\igh  faith  in  his  blood,  to  declare  his  righte- 
"  oufnefs  for  the  remiflion  of  fins  that  arc  paft,  through  the 
"  forbearance  of  God."  (2.)  Another  thing  alfo  to  be  ob. 
fcrved,  is  the  conftitution  of  the  fuffercr's  perfon.  It  was 
no  lefs  than  the  eternal  and  only  begotten  Son  of  God. 
This  is  a  circumftance  of  the  utmoft  moment,  and  on  which 
the  greateft  ftrefs  is  manifeftly  laid  in  fcripture.  It  is  in- 
cluded in  the  words  of  the  text :  ^^  This  is  his  command* 
"  ment,  That  we  ihould  believe  on  the  name  of  his  Son 
"  Jefus  Chrift."  It  is  alfo  conftantly  found  in  the  early 
Confeffions  of  Faith ;  John  i.  49.  ^^  Nathaniel  anfwered 
'*  and  faid  unto  him,  Babbi,  thou  art  the  Son  of  God,  thou 
"  art  the  King  of  Ifrad."    Matth-  xvL  %i 
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**  men  Peter  anfweftd  and  faid.  Thou  art  the  Chrift,  tlie 
**  fon  of  ihe  living  God,'  A£ls  viii.  37.  "  And  PhUrp 
*'  la'vd.  If  thoy  believeft  with  ali  ihine  heart,  thou  ma)  elh 
*'  And  he  anfwered  asid  faid*  1  believe  that  Jefus  Chrili  is 
"  the  Son  of  God."  Unlefs  this  is  attended  to,  we  IhaJI 
neither  be  fufBciently  fenfible  of  the  evil  ot  fm,  which  re* 
quired  fuch  an  atonement^  nor  of  the  love  of  God  which 
provided  it,  nor  of  the  power  of  the  Saviour  to  eKecute 
it  I  nor  can  we  have  fuch  encouragemem  to  pot  our  trult 
in  It. 

From  thefe  two  ctrcumllances  y6u  may  be  direfted  to 
contemplate  the  leading  and  principal  o  jc£t  of  faitii,  viz^ 
the  only  begotten  Son  of  God  dying  in  our  room,  and 
purchafing  our  pardon*  Jcfus,  the  mediator  oi  the  new 
covenant^  having  fimflied  his  wortc,  invites  weary  and 
heavy-laden  finners  to  come  unto  him  ;  and  affurcs  them 
that  the  higheil  demands  of  the  law  arc  anlWered|  that 
their  debt  is  fully  paid,  and  nothing  is  now  to  be^  laid  to 
their  charge :  Rom,  viii*  33*34-  '^  Who  fliall  lay  any 
**  thing  to  the  charge  of  God's  eleft  ?  It  is  God  that  juf- 
**  tifieth :  Who  is  he  that  condemnelh  ?  It  is  Chrift  that 
"  died,  yea  rather,  that  is  rifen  again,  who  is  even  at  the 
**  right  hand  of  God,  who  ajib  maketh  interccffioa  for  us.** 
Rev.  xxii.  17.  "  And  the  Spirit  and  the  bride  fay.  Gome. 
•*  And  let  him  that  heareth,  fay.  Come.  And  let  him 
**  that  is  athirft,  come :  and  whofoever  will,  let  him  take 
"  the  water  of  life  freely." 

4.  In  the  laft  place,  The  objeft  of  faith  is  the  power  of 
Chrift  to  renew  our  natures,  to  deliver  us  from  the  bon- 
dage of  corruptfon,  and  bring  us  into  the  glorious  liberty 
of  God*s  children.  We  muft  never  feparate  the  Redeem- 
er's merit  and  his  power.  Conviction  is  imperfeil  unlefs 
we  fee  our  llavery,  as  well  as  mifery,  and  uiifeignedly 
defire  deliverance  from  both-  Neitlier  do  we  properly 
apprehend  the  extent  of  ChrilVs  undertaking,  unlels  we 
view  him  exalted  as  a  prince  and  a  Saviour  to  give  repen- 
tance to  Ifrael,  and  remiflion  of  fins.  There  are  two 
things  equally  effential  to  the  gofpel  upon  this  particular, 
(x.)  The  neceffity  of  being  fan^ified.  Salvation  in  fin  is 
not  protiAkd ;  falvation  or  bappinels  in  fin  is  not  poffibie  i 
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Smd  therefore  all  who  hope  for  falvation  through  Chrift, 
mull  be  renewed  in  the  fpirit  of  their  minds.  Thence- 
forth they  muft  not  ferve  fin  ••  2  Cor.  v-  17,  "If  any  man 
"  be  in  Chrift,  he  is  a  new  creature ;  old  things  are  paffed 
"  away,  behold,  all  things  are  become  new."  If  the  wrath 
of  God  is  revealed  againft  all  ungodlinefs  of  men,  it  muft 
Hill  abide  on  the  children  of  difobedience. 

(2.)  The  o±er  thing  to  be  obferved  is,  that  the  fanCii- 
iication  of  the  believer  is  the  purchafe  of  Chrift's  blood, 
and  the  work  of  his  Spirit.  This  is  plain  through  the 
whole  of  the  fcriptures  both  of  the  Old  Teftament  and 
the  New.  Ezek.  xxxvi.  25,  26,  27.  **  Then  will  I 
*^  fprinkle  clean  water  upoa  you,  and  ye  fliall  be  clean ; 
**  from  all  your  filthinefs,  and  from  all  your  idols  will  I 
•*  cleanfe  you.  A  new  heart  alfo  will  I  give  you,  and  a 
^^  new  Spirit  will  I  put  within  you,  and  I  will  take  away 
**  the  ftony  heart  out  of  your  flefh,  and  I  will  give  you  an 
**  heart  of  flefh.  And  I  will  put  my  Spirit  within  you, 
**  and  caufe  you  to  walk  in  my  flatutes,  and  ye  fliall.  keep 
**  my  judgments,  and  do  them."  John  xv.  4,  5.  **  A- 
•*  bide  in  me,  and  I  in  you.  As  the  branch  cannot  bear 
•*  fruit  of  itfelf,  except  it  abide  in  the  vine  ;  no  more  can 
*'  ye,  except  ye  abide  in  me.  I  am  the  vine,  ye  are  the 
**  branches :  he  that  abideth  in  me,  and  I  in  him,  the 
*'  fame  bringeth  forth  much  fruit :  for  without  me  ye  can 
**  do  nothing."  Nothing  can  be  flronger  than  the  lan- 
guage ufed  on  this  fubjeft  :  "  His  grace  is  fufEcient  for 
**  us ;  his  ftrength  is  made  perfeft  in  weaknefs.  **  By 
*'  the  grace  of  God,'*  fays  the  Apoftle,  **  I  am  what  I  am." 
And  again,  '*  Not  I,  but  the  grace  of  God  which  was  with 
*'  me."  Nay,  he  is  faid  **  to  work  in  us  both  to  will  and 
**  to  do  of  his  good  pleafure."  All  this  fliows,  that  there 
is  no  room  left  for  the  finner  to  glory  ;  but  that  the  whole 
of  his  lofs  by  the  fall,  both  his  integrity  and  his  happinefs, 
may  be  recovered,  and  can  only  be  recovered  through 
Chrift.  This  is  the  fum  of  evangelical  truth,  this  is  the 
fource  of  evangelical  holinefs :  Gal.  ii.  16. — 20.  **  Know- 
**  ing  that  a  man  is  not  juftified  by  the  works  of  the  law, 
•*  but  by  the  faith  of  Jefus  Chrift,  even  we  hayc  IjglicMed 
**  in  Jefus  Chrift ;  that  we  might  be  iuft.\&cd\ 
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^'  Chrift,  and  not  by  the  works  of  die  law ;  for  by  the 
**  works  of  the  law  (hall  no  0efli  be  juflificd*  But  if  while 
"  wc  fcek  to  be  juliified  by  Chrill,  we  ourfekes  alfo  are 
"  found  fmnersj  is  therefore  Chrili  the  mmifter  of  fin  ? 
**  God  forbid.  For  if  I  btiild  again  the  things  which  I 
*^  deftroyed,  1  make  myfelf  a  tranfgreflbr.  For  I  through 
'^  the  law  am  dead  to  the  law,  that  I  might  live  unto  God, 
**  I  am  crucified  with  Chrifl ;  neverthelefs  I  live ;  yet  not 
'*  1,  but  Chrift  liveth  in  me  :  and  the  life  which  I  now  live 
**  in  the  flcftu  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who 
*'  loved  nie,  and  gave  himfelf  for  me." 

I  proceed  now,  in  the  fecond  place,  to  confider  the  act- 
ings of  faith^  or  what  is  implied  in  believing  thefe  truths 
to  the  favlng  of  the  foul.  And  1  cannot  help  obfcrving 
to  you,  that  it  is  but  in  compliance  with  conimon  cufloni» 
or  at  lead  with  the  prefcnt  ftatc  of  things,  that  I  fay  much 
upon  this  part  of  tiie  fubjeCl*  I  am  i)erfaadcd  it  is  of 
much  more  confequence,  and  much  more  proper,  to  di- 
rect you  to  the  objeft  of  faith  in  God's  revealed  will,  to 
explain  it  in  all  its  extent,  and  to  prefs  it  with  all  the  evi- 
dence that  attends  it,  than  to  examine  curioufly  into,  and 
diftinguiih  nicely  upon  the  nature  of  faith,  as  it  is  an  adl 
of  the  human  mind.  I  do  not  find,  that  the  fcripture  fays 
much  upon  the  aft  of  believing ;  but  it  is  in  a  manner 
wholly  employed  in  telling  us  V)bat  we  ought  to  believe, 
both  with  regard  to  our  apoftafy  and  recovery.  We  do 
indeed  read  in  fcripture  of  believing  with  all  the  heart. 
We  read  alfo  of  a  temporary  faith  in  the  ftony-ground 
hearers ;  and  of  the  ftrength  and  weaknefs  of  faith-  But 
all  this  feems,  at  lead  chiefly,  to  relate  to  the  firmnefs  or 
uncertainty  of  our  perfuafion  of,  or  affent  to  the  truths 
which  are  addreffed  to  us  in  the  name  of  God.  The  fim- 
pleft  view  of  faith  feems  to  be  receiving  "  the  record 
*'  which  God  hath  given  us  of  his  Son."  Agreeably  to 
this,  the  reverie  of  faith  in  fcripture  is  doubting :  Matth. 
xiv.  31.  **  O  thou  of  little  faith,  wherefore  didft  thou 
"doubt?"  Matth.  xxi.  21-  "  Jefus  anfwered  and  faid 
^^  unto  them,  verily  I  fay  unto  you.  If  ye  have  faith  and 
*^  doubt  not,  ye  ihall  not  only  do  this  which  is  done  to 
^  the  fig'treCj  but  alfo,  if  yc  ihall  fay  unto  this  mountain, 
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**  Be  thou  removed,  and  be  thou  caft  into  the  fca ;  it  (hall 
"be  done/' 

Bat,  my  brethren,  fince  there  have  been  queftions  up- 
on this  fubje£l,  and  fince  it  is  certain  from  experience  that 
there  is  a  deceitfulnefs  in  the  human  heart,  and  a  fuppofed 
&ith,  which  yet  is  vain  and  fniitlefs,  I  (hall  obferve,  that 
the  adlings  of  faith  may  be  rcfolved  into  the  three  follow- 
ing particulars,  or  that  the  faith  of  God's  eledl  will  difco^ 
ver  itfelf  by  the  three  following  efFefts. 

I.  A  firm  alTent  of  the  underftanding  to  what  is  re- 
vealed of  Chrift  in  fcripture ;  particularly  as  fummed  up 
in  the  preceding  part  of  this  difcourfe  :  That  you  believe 
the  loft  and  helplefs  (late  of  man  by  nature  and  practice : 
That  Chrift  is  able  to  fave  to  the  uttermoft ;  and  that  he 
hath  made  effeftual  provifion,  both  for  expiating  your 
guilt  and  purifying  your  hearts.  Perhaps  you  will  think 
this  is  eafy,  and  be  ready  to  fay,  that  you  have  from  your 
youth  given,  and  that  you  do  at  this  moment  give,  entire 
credit  to  the  whole.  But,  my  brethren,  there  is  more 
here  than  you  are  aware  of:  there  is  a  great  difference  be- 
tween  a  common  and  traditionary  belief,  which  was  never 
tried,  and  that  inward  and  perfonal  convidion  which 
dwells  in  the  heart,  and  therefore  will  govern  the  life.  If 
any  man  believe,  that  all  the  pofterity  of  Adam  are  in  a 
ftate  of  guilt  and  mifery,  one  would  think  it  unavoidable 
that  he  muft  perceive  his  own  danger  as  a  part  of  the 
whole  ;  and  yet  1  am  perfuaded,  it  is  ufually  a  perfonal 
convi^ion  of  guilt  and  danger  by  the  law  upon  the  con- 
fcience  that  firll  opens  the  finners  eyes  upon  the  general 
truth ;  and  then  his  own  intereft  makes  it  bulk  in  his  ap* 
prehenfion,  and  raifes  in  him  an  eameft  folicitude,  both 
to  examine  into  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe,  and  to  aflc  after 
the  method  of  cure. 

There  is  another  way  of  confidering  the  affent  of  ,thc 
underftanding  to  divine  truth.  The  teftimony  of  faith  is 
oppofed  to  the  teftimony  of  fenfe.  Faith  tells  us,  that  our 
only  happinefs  is  in  the  favor  of  God,  and  that  this  can^ 
only  be  obtained  through  Chrift ;  that  eternity  is  coming* 
on ;  and  that  there  is  no  time  to  be  loft.  Senfe,  on  the 
other  hand,  tells  us,  that  the  world  19  good,  that  its  d^ 
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Iigtits  are  pleaTant,  and  that  our  comfort  is  here  ;  not  for* 
getting  to  reprefent  the  fervice  ot  God  as  a  burden  and 
drudgery,  la  the  mean  timet  the  corrupt  principle  with- 
in, adents  to  the  delufion,  and  affifts  in  blinding  the 
mmd ;  ailding*  that  whatever  may  be  in  religion,  the  dan- 
ger may  be  warded  off  by  a  late  repentance-  It  is  not 
enough  then  to  give  a  cold  and  general  alTent  to  the  truths 
of  religion  when  they  are  not  conlradifled,  but  to  believe 
theteliimony  of  faith »  in  oppoiition  to  tlie  fuggeftions  ot 
fenfe;  or,  in  other  words,  to  nva/k  byfaab^  and  not  by 
sigbL     That  this  may  be  brouglu  to  the  ttft,  I  obferve^ 

2-  That  fdith  implies  the  confcnt  and  approbation  of 
the  heart  to  every  truth  with  regard  to  ChriiVs  perfon  and 
charaAer,  and  falvation  through  his  blood*  To  every  be* 
Uevcr,  the  plan  of  redemption  by  the  Mediator  of  Uie  new 
covenant,  appears  not  only  true»  but  wife,  reafonablc, 
gracious,  and  neceffary.  This,  my  brethren,  particular- 
ly diiHnguifties  true  faith,  not  only  from  unbelief  and  fc. 
curity,  but  from  an  empty  and  barren  profeflion*  The 
carelefs  defpife  the  truth,  the  believer  adores  it ;  the  half 
Chriilian  is  afhamed  of  it,  the  believer  glories  in  it :  "God 
"  forbid,"  fays  the  apoftle.  Gal.  vi.  14.  "  that  I  fhould 
**  glory,  fave  in  the  crofs  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift."  i  Pet. 
ii.  7.  "  Unto  you  tlierefore  which  believe,  he  his  preci- 
^*  ous :  but  unto  them  which  be  difobedient,  the  ftone 
"  which  the  builders  difallowed,  the  fame  is  made  the  head 
**  of  the  corner." 

I  believe  indeed  it  is  ufually  a  deep  and  heart-felt  con- 
vision  of  danger,  which  firft  perfuades  the  finner  of  the 
truth,  and  makes  the  trembling  penitent  a  willing  be- 
liever. But  becaufe  there  may  be  fomctimes  a  belief  of 
that  truth,  which  we  do  not  efteem,  nay*  even  a  jealoufy 
and  fufpicion  of  the  truth  of  what  we  inwardly  hate,  I  have 
added,  that  faith  implies  the  confent  and  approbation  of 
the  heart.  The  whole  doftrine  of  redemption  appears  to 
the  believer  moft  admirably  calculated  to  promote  the 
glory  of  God,  and  fecure  the  falvation  of  fmners.  Even 
•what  bears  hardcft  upon  man,  taking  away  the  foundati- 
oa  of  felf-righteoufnefs  and  felf-dependance,  appears  to 
him  gerfe&ly  reafonabk :  ^he  opt  onljr  fubmits  to  it,  but 
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embraces  and  clofes  with  it.  He  fees  the  law  to  be  holy ; 
he  confefles  the  threatening  to  be  juft ;  and  he  is  not  only 
content,  but  thankful,  that  his  preient  deliverance  and 
future  fecurity  depend,  not  on  hiniielf,  but  on  the  Re- 
deemer. He  is  willing  to  be  only  and  eternally  indebted 
to  the  unmerited  mercy  and  fovercign  grace  of  God  in 
Chrift  Jefus. 

Thus  you  fee  the  doftrine  of  falvation  is  reprefented 
in  fcripture  under  the  form  of  a  blefling  to  be  received,  as 
well  as  a  truth  to  be  believed  :  If.  Iv.  i,  2,  3.  *^  Ho,  every 
**  one  that  thirfteth,  corme  ye  to  the  waters,  and  he  that 
**  hath  no  money  ;  come  ye,  buy  and  cat,  yea,  come,  buy 
"  wine  and  milk  v/ithout  money,  and  without  price. 
''  Wherefore  do  ye  fpend  money  for  that  which  is  not 
*'  bread  ?  and  your  labor  for  that  which  fatisfieth  not  ? 
"  hearken  diligently  unto  me,  and  eat  ye  that  which  is 
"  good,  and  let  your  foul  delight  itfelf  in  fatnefs.  Incline 
**  your  ear,  and  come  unto  me ;  hear,  and  your  foul  fliall 
**  live,  and  I  will  make  an  everlafling  covenant  with  you, 
**  even  the  fure  mercies  of  David.''  Matth.  xi,  28. 
**  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labor,  and  are  heavy  laden, 
"  and  I  will  give  you  reft."  And  indeed  the  infpired 
writers  always  fpeak  of  it  in  fuch  terms  as  (hew  them- 
fclves  not  only  fatisfied  of  the  truth,  but  deeply  penetrated 
with  a  fenfe  of  the  greatnefs  of  the  mercy  ;  Eph.  iii.  17, 
18,  19.  "  That  Chrift  may  dwell  in  your  hearts  by  faith  ; 
**  that  ye  being  rooted  and  grounded  in  love,  may  be  able, 
"  to  comprehend  with  all  faints,  what  is  the  breadth,  and 
"  length,  and  depth,  and  height ;  and  to  know  the  love  of 
"  Chrift,  which  pafleth  knowledge,  that  ye  might  be  filled 
"  with  all  the  fulnefs  of  God.'* 

3.  In  the  laft  place,  faith  implies  fuch  a  perfonal  ap- 
plication of  the  truths  of  the  gofpel  as  produceth  repofe 
of  confcience,  dependancc  and  reliance  on  the  Saviour. 
This,  my  brethren,  is  the  poipt  firft  in  view,  and  the 
termination  of  the  whole ;  and  I  cannot  help  thinking, 
that  it  is  fo  effential  to  faith,  that  faitli  and  truft  are  often 
put  reciprocally  for  one  another  in  the  New  Teftament ; 
as  in  Eph.  i.  12,  13.  **  That  we  ftiould  be  to  the  praifc 
**  of  his  glory,  who  firft  truftecL  in  Chrift.    In  whom  ye 
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"  atfo  truftetl  after  that  ye  heard  the  wo!^  of  truth,  the  gof- 
*^  pel  of  your  falvation :  in  whom  alfo  after  that  ye  be- 
"  lievcd,  ye  were  fealed  vviih  that  holy  Spirit  of  promife-" 
I  do  not  mean  to  fay^  that  divine  faith  is  a  belief  that 
Chrili  died  for  me  in  particular.     I  know  (he  ftron^  objec- 
tions which  lie  againft  that  form  of  cxpTcffion-     The  ob- 
je£t  of  faith  is,  that  Chrili  died  for  loft  finncrs  of  the  race 
of  Adam.    But  as  it  can  hardly  be  fuppofed,  that  any  give 
their  affent  to  this  truth  till  they  are  convinced  that  they 
themfelves  are  finners,  fo,  if  they  believe  that  there  is  iki 
falvation  in  any  mher,  and  that  he  is  able  to  fave  to  the 
uttermoftt  it  feems  to  follow  of  neceffuy,  Uiat  the>'  will 
reft  and  rely  **  upon  him  alone  for  falvation  as  he  js  offer- 
*^  cd  in  the  gofpeh"     This  is  certainly  the  view  given  us 
of  the  matter  in  the  holy  fcripturc  :  Rom.  v-  i-  '*  There- 
*'  fore  being  jullified  by  faiths  we  have  peace  with  God, 
*'  through  our  Lord  Jcfus  Cbrift.^'     Heb.  vi.  i8.    "  That 
**  by  two  immutable  things,  in  which  it  was  impoffible  for 
**  God  to  lie,  we  might  have  a  ftrong  confolation,  who  have 
**  fled  for  refuge  to  Uy  hold  upon  the  hope  fet  before  us," 
Faith  and  defpair  are  inconfiftent.    Faith  and  hope  are  in- 
feparable.     The  glory  of  the  Redeemer's  |)erfon,  the  per- 
fe£lion  of  his  atonement,  and  his  ability  to  fave,  arc  all  fet 
before  us  in  the  gofpel ;  and  if  we  cannot  rely  upon  him^ 
if  we  cannot  trull  our  falvation  in  his  hands,  it  certainly 
arifes  from  fome  doubt  or  difapprobation  of  thefe  intereft- 
ing  truths.     If  you  doubt  of  the  truth,  it  is  no  wonder  that 
you  diftruft  the  promife ;  but  if  you  are  truly  and  inward- 
ly fatisfied  of  Chrift's  power  and  mercy,  you  will  clofc  with 
'him,  as  yoiu*  Saviour,  and  fay  unto  him,  in  the  words  of 
Thomas,  when  his  doubts  were  removed,  **  My  Lord, 
•*  and  my  God.'* — Thus  I  have  (hortly  given  you  a  view 
of  the  a£lings  of  feith  :  which  may  all  be  reduced  to  what 
I  have  endeavored  to  illuftrate ;  the  affent  of  the  under- 
ilanding,  the  approbation  of  the  heart,  and  thefe  jointly 
producing  repofe  of  confcience  and  peace  with  God. 

IL  I  proceed  now,  in  the  last  place,  to  make  fome 
pradical  improvement  of  what  hath  been  iaid  on  this  im« 
portant  fiibged.    Aadyiatfac 
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Firft  place,  Hence  learn  the  abfolute  neceflity  of  felf- 
denial*  and  how  much  it  ought  to  prevail  in  the  temper 
of  a  Ghriftian.  In  explaining  to  you  the  obje£l  of  faith, 
1  have  endeavored  to  lay  l>efore  yon  the  nature  of  the  gof- 
pel-me(Iage,  and  the  fubftance  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Je- 
fus,  viz-  the  loft  and  helplefs  ftate  of  man  by  nature,  for- 
givenefs  through  the  blood  ofChrift,  and  fanftification  as 
the  work  of  his  Spirit.  If  this  view  is  juft,  then  religion 
muft  be  begun,  prelbrved,  improved,  and  perfefted,  by 
union  with  Chrift.  If  this  view  is  juft,  then  all  felf-righte- 
oufnefs  and  felf-dependance  is  a  denial  ofChrift.  And  in- 
deed, fuch  is  die  life  of  a  believer,  if  the  condudl  of  the 
great  apoftle  of  the  Gentiles  may  he  taken  for  an  example'. 
Phil.  iv.  13.  **  I  can  do  all  things  through  Chrift  which 
"  ftrengtheneth  me-" 

2.  Hence  alfo  learn  the  neceflity  of  a  new  nature,  in 
order  to  a  new  life-  If  the  old  nature  is  indeed  in  ruins, 
it  will  be  loft  labor  to  begin  to  build  without  a  new  foun- 
dation. And  if  the  foundation  is  ill  laid,  however  beau- 
tiful the  fuperftrufture,  the  fabric  cannot  be  lafting-  The 
not  attending  to  this  is  vifibly  the  caufe  of  many  mifcarri- 
ages.  Men  often  refolve  upon  fome  amendment  of  life, 
from  prudence,  conveniency,  or  even  from  imperfeft  con- 
victions, and  fome  apprehenfion  of  eternity  itfelf-  But 
though  thefe  refolutions  are  formed  with  feeming  fincerity, 
inherent  corruption  foon  becomes  too  ftrong  for  fuch  fee- 
ble oppoiition-  Remember  therefore  our  Saviour's  cauti- 
on,  **  Either  make  the  tree  good,  and  his  fruit  good ;  or 
"  make  the  tree  corrupt,  and  his  fruit  corrupt-"  If  you 
defire  to  live  a  life  of  holinefs  or  virtue,  apply  to  God 
through  Chrift,  for  the  pardon  of  your  fins,  and  peace  with 
him.  Entreat  of  him  alfo,  in  the  fame  prevailing  name, 
that  by  his  grace  he  would  implant  in  you  "  a  new  heart, 
"  and  a  new  fpirit,  that  you  may  walk  in  his  ways,  and 
"  obferve  his  judgments  to  ^o  them." 

3.  Learn  Hlfo  how  injurious  they  are  to  the  do£krine  of 
falvation  by  faith  in  Chrift,  who  (lander  it  as  unfriendly  to 
holinefs  of  life.  So  &r  from  being  unfavorable  to  holinefs, 
it  makes  the  moft  cfTeftual  provifion  for  it.  Obedience  to 
the  whole  law  of  God,  is  embraced  by  every  believer  as  his 
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wshmAatf;  ocij  be  expttis  tr)  de* 
fli^iglh  mm  hbRgd^def  to  cf^bie  him  iod:rchjir;^ 
k.     1  ikbe  to  betr  vittieJs,  and  <b  vriQ  every  fuithru)  mi- 
ntfisT  of  the  Sew  Tdbmcnt,  dkit  Cbrift  oime  not  tn  de* 
fiftiy  thr  hw,  but  to  fiilEl  it.     He  hitb  tiot  ooty  Itft  it  in 
m  fuU  fercc  vpon  th=  confcknce^  bat  he  hsth  added  ta  its 
ilijigitton.    Ti)e&«&l  lindionof  the  law  {hall  take  f>!ace 
vpon  cvoy  tmpdiiieot  fitmer.     Ii  m  tre'l  rtpreientedby 
the  dying  wqH^  in  the  prapbecies  of  ZtchtrhK  chap.  v.  3, 
4^  ^  Tbcft  Cud  be  muo  me.  This  15  the  ctirfc  i^at  gf»eTh 
**^  forta  <nrar  ib^  &oe  of  the  wbolc  eanb  ^  for  every  one 
**  tbac  flodeth*  (hall  be  ci^  off  is  on  tbss  fide,  aceofding 
**  to  it ;  mod  cv&y  <Kie  tint  fw^reth^  ih^ll  he  tut  ryfT  t*s 
^  on  thac  fide,  acconiiti^  to  it*     I  wil!  bring  ii  forth,  ftith 
**  the  Lord  of  i»ofti,  aiul  it  ftiiU  enter  into  the  houfc  or  the 
"  thief,  and  into  the  hfiufe  of  htm  that  Aieareth  falftly  l^ 
'^  my  name ;  and  it  fiiall  remain  in  the  midft  of  his  houfe, 
**  and  ihait  conlume  it,  with  the  timber  tlicreof,  and  the 
«-  ftones  thcrect*;     See  alfo  the  fuperadded  fanftion  of  the 
gofpe!,  Heb-  r..  38.  29.     ''  He  that  defpifcd  MofcsMaw, 
**  died  without  mercy,  under  two  or  three  witnefles  :  of 
**  how  much  Ibrer  punifhment,  fuppofe  ye,  fhall  he  be 
"  thought  worthy,  who  hath  trodden  under  foot  the  Son 
*^  erf  God,  and  hath  counted  the  blood  of  the  covenant, 
**  wherewith  he  was  fanftified,  an  unholy  thing,  and  hath 
"  done  defpite  unto  the  Spirit  of  grace  ?*'  Hear  it,  my  bre- 
thren, hear  it  for  your  fouls'  fake,  any  known  fin  allowed 
in  the  heart  or  converfation,  is  as  inconfillent  with  falva- 
tion  under  the  covenant  of  grace  as  under  the  covenant 
of  works  ;  or  rather  to  fpeak  more  properly,  as  many  as 
continue  in  the  praftice  of  fm  are  condemned  already,  and 
remain  under  the  power  of  that  ministration  of  death. 
To  delight  in  the  law  of  the  Lord  after  the  inward  man^ 
is  the  fruit  of  faith,  the  character  of  the  new  nature,  and 
neceflary  to  fit  you  for  the  divine  prefence. 

4.  SuiFcr  me  to  fay  a  few  words,  for  the  reproof  and 
conviction  of  thofe  who  are  living  in  contempt  of  the  gof- 
pel.  Alas !  how  many  are  there  who  turn  a  deaf  ear  to 
the  moft  earned  and  preifing  invitations  addreiied  to  them 
in  the  woixi  (rf  Qodt,  and;4^aforced  by  bis  providence! 
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There  are  two  forts  of  defpifers  of  the  gofpel.  (i.)  Thofe 
who  are  open  and  avowed  enemies  to  the  doflrine  of  the 
gofpel,  who  defert  it,  del'pife  it,  or  ilander  it.     Too  many 
there  are  of  this  character  in  the  prefent  age,  to  whom  the 
crofs  of  Chrift  is  fooliflmefs.     O !  how  deplorable  is  their 
folly  !  and  how  aj^gravated  their  guilt !   If  this  is  the  di- 
vine commandment.  That  we  Ihould  believe  in  the  name 
of  the  Son  of  God ;  and  if  there  is  truth  in  the  divine 
word,  ''  That  there  is  no  falvation  in  any  other ;"  mifc- 
rable  indeed  mull  be  the  ftate  of  thofe  who  are  found  thus 
figiiting  againft  God.     Will  it  be  a  light  thing  to  be  found 
delpilers  otall  that  grace  and  love  manifefted  in  the  gof- 
pel ?  How  heavy  is  the  threatening,  in  our  Saviour's  own 
words,  againft  thofe  who  del'pife  the  precious  corner  stonc^ 
and  tried  faundation^  which  is  laid  in  Zion,  Matth.  xxi. 
44.  *'  And  whofoever  Ihall  fall  on  this  ttone,  Ihall  be  bro- 
''  ken ;  but  on  whomfoever  it  Ihall  fall,  it  will  grind  him 
"  to  powder."     (2*)  They  arc  defpifers  of  the  gofpel  who, 
profeflmg  belief  in  the  doftrine  of  Chrift,  continue  to  live 
in  unrighteoufnefs.     He  came  to  turn  you  from  all  your 
tranfgreffions,  as  well  as  to  deliver  you  from  condemna- 
tion.    His  power  is  particularly  illuftrated  in  bringing 
finners  *^  from  darknefs  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of 
"  Satan  unto  God-"     The  end  of  his  coming  is  loft  to  all 
thofe  who  continue  in  fin-     If  they  are  called  by  his  name, 
they  are  a  fcandal  to  it ;  if  they  form  any  hopes  from  his 
fufferings,  they  will  be  difappointed  ;  if  they  advance  any 
claim  to  his  mercy,  it  will  bs  rcjedled ;  if  they  plead  rela- 
tion  to  him,  he  will  openly  renounce  them  :  Matth.  vii. 
21,  22,  23.  "  Not  every  one  that  faith  unto  me,  Lord, 
"  Lord,  Ihall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ;  but  he 
*'  that  doth  the  will  of  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven. 
*'  Many  will  fay  to  nie  in  that  day.  Lord,  Lord,  have  we 
"  not  prophefied  in  thy  name  ?  and  in  thy  name  have  caft 
"  out  devils  ?  and  in  thy  name  done  many  wonderful 
"  works  ?  and  then  will  1  profefs  unto  them,  I  never  knew 
"  you  :  depart  from  me  ye  that  work  iniquity." 

5.  In  the  last  place.  Suffer  me,  in  the  moft  eamcft 
manner,  to  befcech  every  finner  in  this  affembly,  to  be- 
lieye  in  the  name  of  the  Son  of  God.     I  fay,  every  finner. 
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becaufethofe  only  who  a^  fenOblc  that  they  arc  finner 
will  be  obedient  lo  tl>c  call. 

Are  you  not  titerefore  fenfible  of  your  guilt  and  dan- 
ger? Are  your  underiiandings  fo  bUnded  ?  Is  natural 
confciencc  iifelf  fo  feared,  that  you  do  not  fee  how  much 
you  Hand  in  need  ot  a  Saviour  I  Remember^  that  if  there 
be  any  truth  in  the  whole  compafs  of  natural  and  reveal- 
ed religion  that  cannot  be  fpoken  again fl,  it  is  this^  That 
Gotl  "  is  of  purer  eyes  than  that  he  can  behold  iniquity  i** 
and  that,  for  this  reafon,  *'  he  will  render  lo  eveiy  man 
*^  according  to  his  works."  It  ts  a  truth  engraven  upon 
the  confciencc,  and  ratified  by  the  courfe  of  providence; 
the  Heathens  difcovered  it  through  the  thickeft  darknefs; 
and  the  guilty  confefs  it  by  their  daily  fears*  What  a  bar* 
ired  of  converts  would  I  bring  in,  even  in  this  afiembly^  if 
I  coukl  but  lead  to  the  Saviour  ever)'  one  that  believes,  in 
fome  meafure,  in  a  judgment  to  come  I  What  an  aflonifli- 
jng  difordcr  is  brought  into  our  nature  by  fin  !  What  a 
marvellous  delution  13  upon  the  mind,  and  what  inconfif- 
tency  is  there  in  the  conduft  of  finners  !  It  is  hard  to  fay, 
%vhich  of  the  two  is  mod  amazing  ;  their  backwardnefs  to 
receive  the  truth,  or  their  unwillingnefs  to  obey  it ;  their 
inattention  to  evidence  on  the  one  hand,  or  their  forgetful- 
nefs  of  what  they  do  believe,  upon  the  other.  Is  there 
any  perfon  within  thefe  walls,  who  doubts  that  he  is  to  die ; 
or  who  does  not  believe,  that  he  mud  be  judged  after 
death  ?  Are  you  then  ready  for  the  trial  ?  Have  you  fcr- 
ved  your  Maker  ?  Have  you  loved  him  above  all  ?  Have 
you  lived  to  his  glory  ?  Have  you  fought  and  placed  your 
bappinefs  in  his  favor  ?  Or  are  you  fenfible  that  iniqui« 
tics  have  prevailed  againlt  you  ?  Have  they  now  taken 
hold  upon  you,  fo  that  you  cannot  lift  your  eyes  ?  Behold, 
I  preach  peace  to  you  by  Jefus  Chrilh  Believe  in  his 
name  and  merits  for  your  pardon :  rely  on  his  grace  and 
Spirit  for  your  your  reformation ;  and  return  to  God> 
through  him,  as  your  unchangeable  portion.  This  is  the 
tenor  of  the  gofpel :  Luke  xxiv.  46,  47.  "  Thus  it  is 
"'  written,  and  thus  it  behoved  Chrift  to  fuffer,  and  to 
'^  rife  from  the  dead  the  third  day  :  and  that  repentanoe 
^^  and  remiffion  of  fins  fhooid  be  preached  in  his  name, 
*^  among  aii  nationsj  beginning  at  ]erufaleni«" 
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CHRIST'S  DEATH  a  PROPER  ATONEMENT  ro»  SIN. 

SERMON  5. 


I  JOHN  ii.  2. 

And  he  is  the  propitiation  for  our  si/is  :  and  not  for  ours  onlify 
but  also  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world. 

ACTION    SERMON. 

My  Brethren, 

TO  as  many  as  have  any  belief  of  eternity,  it  muft  be 
a  matter  of  unfpeakable  moment  to  know,  how 
they  may  have  confidence  towards  God.  This  enquiry 
becomes,  if  pofCble,  ftill  more  ferious,  when  we  confider 
man  as  in  a  lapfed  and  corrupt  ftate  by  nature,  as  guilty, 
and  obnoxious  to  his  Maker's  righteous  judgment.  Then 
it  becomes  neceflary,  not  only  to  preferve  the  favor,  notf 
only  to  avoid  the  difpleafure,  but  to  feek  for  fome  fhelter 
or  covering  from  the  wrath  of  God. 

This  is  the  account  given  ns  of  our  condition  in  fcrip« 
ture ;  wliich,  as  it  is  a  truth  of  the  utmoft  importance, 
lying  at  the  foundation  of  all  religion,  I  have  often  endea- 
vored both  to  explain  and  enforce.  And  happy,  happy 
they  who  have  heard  with  application ;  happy  they  whofe 
eyes  have  been  opened  on  tbeir  danger  as  finners  ;  who 
have  feen  and  felt  the  evitof  fin,  as  a  departure  from,  and 
rebellion  againfl:  a  rooft  holy,  righteous  and  gracious  God. 
Happy  they,  who,  reje&ing  the  vain  reafonings  of  the 
carnal  mind,  and  the  cob-w^defences  of  the  fhort-fight- 


ed  coeatare,  have  been  laid  proftratc  as  guilty  nnd  help- 
kfs,  before  the  foverdgn  and  almighcy  Creator,  AH 
mankind,  ia  tlie  fcvcraJ  ages  of  ihc  world,  have  in  gene* 
ral  difcovercd  fuch  ajealoufy  of  their  condition,  and  have 
fo  far  felt  the  reproof  and  condemnation  of  natural  con- 
fcicnce,  that  their  attempts  and  inventions  have  been  in* 
numerable  co  appeafc  the-offVnded  Deity, 

But  bleffcd  be  tlie  name  of  God,  we  are  not  left  to  any 
uncertainty  as  to  this  important  qutfUon-  We  may  chear- 
fully  apply  our  in  in  J  s  to  it  and  rt^ceive  ynfpeakabie  con- 
folation  *^  through  tiie  tender  mercy  of  our  God;  where- 
*^  by  the  day^fpring  fron>  on  high  hatii  vifited  as<"  'I'hc 
way  to  life  and  peace  is  fully  expiaine^l  in  the  glorious 
golpel  of  the  Son  of  God,  We  are  indeed,  by  nature, 
guiltj^  finners,  enemies  to  God  in  our  minds,  and  by 
wicked  works;  but  there  is  a  gracious  provifion  made  fiH* 
our  recovery  in  the  mediation  of  ChrifL  This  Is  the  firong 
hold  and  refuge  of  the  finner  ;  it  is  the  foundation  ftone 
and  confidence  of  the  btliever*  In  the  8:h  and  9th  verfts 
of  the  preceding  chapter,  the  aix)fl:le  John  fays,  **  If  we 
*^  fay  that  we  have  no  fin,  we  deceive  ourfelves,  and  the 
.  "  truth  is  not  in  us.  If  we  confefs  our  fins,  he  is  faith- 
^y  ful  and  jull  to  forgive  us  our  fins,  and  to  cleanfe  us  from 
^  all  unrighteoufnefs."  And  in  the  verfe  preceding  the 
text,  "  My  little  children,  thefe  things  write  I  unto  you, 
*•  that  ye  fin  not.  And  if  any  man  fin,  we  have  an  ad- 
**  vocate  with  the  Father,  Jcfus  Chrift  the  righteous." — 
He  then  teaches  the  Chriftian  to  live  by  faith  in  the  Savi- 
our's blood:  And  he  is  the  propitiation  for  our  sins.  And 
that  he  might  further  illudrate  the  extent  and  efficacy  of 
the  great  atonement,  he  adds,  and  not  for  ours  onl)\ 
but  also  for  the  sins  of  the  ivhole  world.  In  further  dif- 
courfing  on  this  fubjed,  I  propofe,  through  the  affiftance 
of  divine  grace, 

I.  To  confider  Chrift  as  the  propitiation  for  fm,  or 
what  is  implied  in  his  being  fo  called. 

II.  To  confider  the  extent  of  this  propitiation,  or  its 
being  for  the  fins  of  the  whole  world.     And, 

III.  To  make  feme  praftical  improvement  of  the  fub^ 
jea.  ,  ..... 
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I.  Firft,  then,  Let  us  consider  Christ  as  the  propitia- 
tion for  sin,  or  Vfhat  is  implied  in  his  being  so  called. — 
We  find  our  Saviour  defigned  as  a  propitiation  in  feveral 
other  paflages  of  fcripture ;  as  in  tHis  epifde,  chap.  iv.  10. 
"  Herein  is  love,  not  that  we  loved  God,  but  that  he 
**  loved  us,  and  fcnt  his  Son  to  be  ihe  propitiation  for  oar 
*'  fins ;"  and  Rom.  iii.  25.  "  Whom  God  hath  fet  forth 
**  to  be  a  propitiation  through  faith  in  his  blood.'*  It  is 
the  opinion  of  many  learned  nien,  that  Chrift  is  called 
a  propitiation^  or  the  propitiation^  in  allufion  to  the  mer- 
cy-feat above  the  ark,  which  was  fet  up  at  lirft  in  the  ta- 
bernacle, andafterwardsin  the  temple  in  the  moft  holy 
place.  To  confirm  this,  it  is  obfcrved»  that  the  original 
word  here  uled  is  the  lame  which  the  Greek  tranflators  of 
the  Old  Teftament  always  ufe  to  denote  the  mercy-feat, 
and  which  the  apoftle  to  the  Hebrews  ufes  when  fpeaking 
of  the  fame  fubjeft,  Heb.  ix.  5.  ''  And  over  it  the  cheru- 
**  bims  of  glory  fhadowing  the  mercy-feat :  of  which  we 
*^  cannot  now  (peak  particularly.^'  But  I  apprehend  there 
is  fome  inverfion  of  the  order  of  things  in  this  remark :  for 
Chrift  is  not  called  a  propitiation  in  allufion  to  the  mercy- 
feat,  which,  independent  of  him,  could  ill  bear  that  de- 
nomination ;  but  the  mercy-feat  hath  this  title  given  to  it 
becaufe  it  was  an  eminent  type  of  Chrift.  It  beautifully 
indeed  reprefented  the  benefit  which  we  derive  fi*om  him 
as  our  propitiation.  For  as  God,  by  the  Shechinah,  or 
fymbol  of  his  prefence,  dwelt  of  old  upon  the  mercy-feat, 
between  the  cherubims,  and  was  from  that  place  propiti- 
ous  to  his  people ;  fo  now  God  dwells  in  Chrift,  and  by 
him  reconciles  finners  to  himfclf :  2  Cor.  v.  19.  "  To  wit, 
"  That  God  was  in  Chrift,  reconciling  the  world  unto 
^^  himfeif,  not  imputing  their  trefpafles  unto  them  ;  and 
*' hath  committed -unto  us  the  word  of  reconciliation^** 
In  that  ancient  difpenfation,  every  worihipper  was  to  look 
toward  the  mercy-feat ;  and  it  was  from  thence  that  God 
accepted  them,  and  gave  intimations  of  their  acceptance: 
fo  it  is  through  Chrift,  or  in  his  name,  that  we  have  now 
accefs  to  God ;  and  it  is  in  him  that  he  (heweth  us  favor, 
and  maketh  us  accepted;  £ph.  i.  6.  ''  To  the  praife  of 
^^  the  glory  of  his  grM^|||Mn^tf  hath  made  us  accent- 
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"  cd  in  the  beloved**'  It  was  from  the  mercy- feat  that 
God  fpake  to  his  people  by  the  intervention  of  the  higb- 
priefl,  and  by  Urim  and  Thummim  t  fo  it  is  by  his  Soti 
that  God  now  fpeaks  to  us,  and  (hews  us  the  way  of  fal- 
valion  :  Matth.  xvii.  5*  *'  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in 
"  whom  I  am  well  pleafed ;  hear  ye  him*'' 

But  the  true  and  proi>er  meaning  of  Chrill*s  being  a 
propitiation  J  is  to  be  taken  from  the  facrifices  in  general* 
and  particularly  points  at  his  undertaking  the  office  of 
mediator  or  peace*maker  between  God  and  man^  and  in 
that  capacity  iUffering  the  ivrath  of  God  in  the  room  of 
fmners.  By  this  he  appeafelb  him,  rendereth  him  propi- 
tious or  gracious  to  us,  and  purchafeth  our  pardon  :  Rom. 
iii.  z§.  '-  WItom  God  Imth  let  forth  to  be  a  propitiation, 
"  through  faith  in  his  blood/'  Remember  how  intimate- 
ly it  is  connected  with  redemption^  anoihcr  cxpreflion 
which  runs  through  the  whole  of  the  New  Teftamcnt,  and 
is  confidered  as  equivalent  to  the  forgivcnefs  of  fins; '  Eph. 
i.  7.  "In  whom  we  have  redemption  through  his  blood, 
**  the  forgivenefs  of  fins,  according  to  the  riches  of  his 
*'  grace."  Now,  redemption  certainly  fignifies  purchaiing 
or  buying  with  a  price. 

The  facrifices  under  the  Mofaic  economy  did  all  of 
them  imply  a  fubftitution  in  room  of  fomething  that  had 
been  forfeited,  er  was  due.  It  is  obferved  by  one  emi- 
nent for  his  knowledge  of  Jewi(h  antiquities,  thatbefides 
what  was  done  when  any  particular  perfon  prefented  a  fin- 
offering,  at  the  continual  bumt-ofiering  there  were  certain 
men  appointed  to  reprefent  the  whole  congregation  of 
Ifrael.  Their  office  was,  to  lay  tlieir  hands  upon  the  head 
of  the  lamb,  and  thus  as  it  were  transfer  the  guilt  from 
the  people  to  the  vidtim.  On  this  account  they  were 
called  stationary  meriy  becaufe  they  attended  continually 
for  this  end.  And  as  the  very  purpofe  of  the  facrifices 
under  the  law  was,  to  typify  the  facrifice  of  Chrift,  they 
are  a  ftanding  evidence  of  the  early  and  original  reference 
to  him,  as  the  ground  of  divine  mercy. 

Nothing  is  more  undeniably  true,  than  that  the  offisr- 
ing  of  facrifices  was  both  early  and  univerfal  in  every  na- 
tion under  heavfa  ;  and  it  18  no  Ids  ceitain,  that  tbofe 
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who  ufeJ  them  did  confider  them  as  expiatory,  or  propi- 
tiatory, to  render  the  offended  Deity  placable,  and  obtain 
his  mercy.  This  was  at  once  a  confeffion  of  guilt,  and  a 
declaration,  that  they  apprehended  the  ncceflity  and  pro- 
priety of  an  atonement.  Neither  is  it  poffible  to  account 
for  the  univerftil  prevalence  of  facrifices  in  any  tolerable 
manner,  but  by  fuppofmg,  that  they  were  the  remains  of 
wliat  had  been  taught  in  the  ages  immediately  after  the 
fell,  by  divine  appointment. 

I  apprehend  it  is  alfo  undeniably  evident,  that  this  is 
the  light  in  which  the  facrifice  of  Chrift  is  reprefented  in 
the  holy  fcriptures.  How  many  paffages  might  be  addu- 
ced to  this  purpofe  ?  In  ancient  prophecy,  this  part  of  his 
work  is  fet  forth  in  the  following  manner.  If.  liii.  4,  5,  6, 
7,  8.  "  Surely  he  hath  borne  our  griefs,  and  carried  our 
*•  forrows  :  yet  we  did  efteem  him  ftricken,  fmitten  of 
**  God,  and  afBifted.  But  he  was  wounded  for  our  tranf- 
**  greffions,  he  was  bruifed  for  our  iniquities :  the  chaftife- 
**  ment  of  our  peace  was  upon  him,  and  with  his  ftripes 
"  we  are  healed.  All  we  like  fheep  have  gone  aftray  : 
"  we  have  turned  every  one  to  his  own  way,  and  the  Lord 
"  hath  laid  on  him  the  iniquity  of  us  all.  He  was  opprefT- 
**  ed,  and  he  wasafflifted,  yet  he  opened  not  his  mouth ; 
"  he  is  brought  as  a  lamb  to  the  flaughter,  and  as  a  fheep 
"  before  her  (hearers  is  dumb,  fo  he  openeth  not  his 
^*  mouth.  He  was  taken  from  prifon  and  from  judg- 
**  ment :  and  who  (hall  declare  his  generation  ?  For  he 
»*  was  cut  off  out  of  the  land  of  the  living :  for  the  tranf- 
"  greflTion  of  my  people  was  he  flricken."  Daniel  ix.  24. 
"  Seventy  weeks  are  determined  upon  thy  people,  and 
*'  upon  thy  holy  city,  to  finifh  the  tranfgrefTion,  and  to 
'^  make  an  end  of  fins,  and  to  make  reconciliation  for 
"  iniquity,  and  to  bring  in  everlafling  righteoufnefs,  and 
*'  to  feal  up  the  vifion  and  prophecy,  and  to  anoint  the 
"  mofl  Holy." 

In  the  New  Teftament,  he  tells  us,  he  was  to  lay  down 
his  life  for  his  people :  Jrfm  x.  11.  *M  am  the  good  (hep*. 
"  herd  :  the  good  (hcpherd  giveth  his  life  for  the  (heep.'* 
The  fame  thing  be  plainly  fays  in  the  inftitution  of  the 
facrament  of  the  Lord's  fomffiflHlMwi.  26^  27^  xE^ 
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**  And  as  they  were  eating,  Jcfus  tookbrtad,  and  bltrfTed 
'*  it,  and  brake  it^  and  gave  it  to  the  difciplcs,  and  laid, 
"  Take  eat ;  this  is  my  hody.  And  he  taok  the  cup,  ami 
'*  gave  thanks,  and  gave  it  to  tljcni,  faying.  Drink  yc 
'^  all  of  ii:  for  this  is  my  Wood  of  the  New  Teflament, 
*'  which  is  (hed  for  many  for  the  remiffion  of  fins*"  That 
his  hotly  broken  and  blood  (bed  for  his  prople,  was  to  be 
nnderftood  of  his  being  made  a  fm^ofiering,  is  plainly 
teflified  in  tlie  apoftolic  ^Titings,  2  Con  v-  ai»  "  For  be 
*'  h:^.lh  made  him  to  be  fin  for  us^  who  knew  no  fm  ;  tbat 
^'  we  miijht  be  made  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  in  him,'* 
Gak  iii,  13.  '*  Chrift  hath  redeemed  us  from  the  curfc  of 
"  the  Idw,  being  made  a  corfe  for  us  ;  for  it  is  written, 
*'  Curfed  is  every  one  that  hangcth  on  a  tree,^'  Heb.  ix,  ( 
26,  27,  28.  **  But  now  once  in  the  end  of  the  workl,  bath  H 
*'  he  appeared  to  put  away  fm  by  the  facrificc  of  hiii»fclf-  ^ 
"  And  as  it  is  appointed  unto  men  once  to  die,  but  after 
**  this  the  judgment :  fo  Chrift  was  once  offered  to  bear 
'*  the  fins  of  many  ;  and  unto  ihem  that  look  for  him, 
*'  (hall  he  appear  the  fecond  time,  without  fin,  unto  fal- 
"  vation."  See  alfo  the  affertion  of  the  apoftle  Peter,  i 
Peter  iii.  18.  "Chrift  alfo  hath  once  fuffered  for  fins,  the 
**  juft  for  the  unjuft,  (that  he  might  bring  us  to  God)  be- 
*'  ing  put  to  death  in  the  flefh,  but  quickened  by  the  Spi- 
"  fit."  It  is  evidently  alfo  on  this  account,  that  be  is 
called  the  Lamb  of  God,  and  we  are  called  to  atteiKl  to 
him  in  that  capacity,  John  i.  29.  ''  Behold  the  Lamb  of 
**  God,  which  taketh  away  the  fm  of  the  world." 

It  is  lamentable  to  think,  that  there  (hould  be  any  who 
call  themfelves  Chriftians,  and  yet  i-efufe  to  acknowledge 
this  truth,  which  is  woven,  if  I  may  fo  fpeak,  through 
the  whole  contexture,  both  of  the  law  and  gofpel.  It 
brings  to  my  mind  the  fiory  of  an  ancient  artift ;  who, 
being  employed  to  build  a  magnificent  and  elegant  tem- 
ple, had  the  ingenuity  to  infcribe  upon  it  his  own  name, 
and  fo  to  incorporate  it  both  with  the  ornaments  and  body 
of  the  ftru6ture,  that  it  wasimpoflible  afterwards  to  efface 
the  name,  without  at  the  fame  time  dcftroyingthe  fabrick. 
In  the  fame  manner,  Chrift  dying  for  fin  is  engraven  in 
fuch  charaAers  through  the  whole  revealed  will  of  God» 
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that  it  .is  impoflible  to  take  it  away  without  overturning 
the  whole  fyilem.  For  this  end  Chrift  came  into  the 
worlds  for  this  end  he  bore  the  name  of  Jesus^  or  the  Sa- 
viour ;  and  for  this  end  he  became  the  high  pricft  of  our 
profeflion,  that  he  might,  hy  one  offerings  for  e^er  perfect 
them  that  are  sanctifed. 

This  then  is  the  fcripture-view  of  Chrift  as  our  propi- 
tiation, that  our  guilt  is  taken  away,  and  we  are  recon- 
ciled to  God  through  the  facrifice  which  he  hath  offered 
without  fpot  or  blemifh.  And  notwithftanding  all  that 
has  been  thrown  out  againft  it  by  the  pride  of  felf-righte- 
oufnefs,  there  is  nothing  that  can  be  juiUy  oppofed  to  it  on 
the  part  of  unprejudiced  reafon.  God  is  merciful,  but  he 
is  alfo  juft.  And  as  there  is  nothing  more  infeparable 
from  the  idea  of  fm,  and  an  accufing  confcience,  than  me- 
rited punifhment ;  fo  there  is  nothing  more  elTential  to 
the  ideaof  juAice  in  God,  than  a  difpofition  to  inflid  it. 
This  the  fcripture  every  where  declares ;  and  the  con- 
fcience  of  the  guilty,  who  dreads  his  Maker's  prefence, 
ratifies  the  truth. 

Now,  if  God  fliews  mercy  to  the  fmner,  is  it  fo  abhor- 
rent from  reafon,  that  this  Ibottld  be  by  a  Mediator,  if  one 
can  be  found  fit  to  ftep  in  between  the  parties,  and  "  lay 
*^  his  hand  upon  them  both  ?"  Is  not  this  neceflary  to 
manifeft  the  righteoufnefs  and  feverity  of  the  law,  as  well 
as  the  tendemefs  and  compaflion  of  the  judge  ?  Is  not  this 
precifely  the  reafon  affigned  for  it  in  fcripture  ?  Rom.  iii. 
25.  **  To  declare  his  righteoufnefs  for  the  remiflion  of 
^^  fins  that  are  paft,  through  die  forbearance  of  God.''  It 
is  trifling  to  fay,  that  there  is  nothing  of  the  paffion  of  an- 
ger in  God,  that  ihould  need  to  be  appeafed.  Such  ex- 
preffions  are  only  figurative,  but  they  convey  their  mean- 
ing very  clearly.  It  is  not  anger  or  revenge,  as  they  ap- 
pear in  our  difordered  frame,  that  accepts  of  an  atonement 
Thefe  furious  paillons  fly  dire£lly  at  the  offending  perfon, 
and  rejed  all  interceflion.  But  juftice,  in  calm  and  regu- 
lar government,  requires  fatisfa£lion,  that  the  malignity 
and  demerit  of  the  offence  may  be  preferved,  while  mercy 
is  extended  to  the  criminal.  We  ought  to  confider,  that 
one  great  and  general  end  of  the  difpeniations  of  ^vi- 
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drncc  is,  tB  iltuftfate  the  glory  of  the  true  God  in  alt  his 
fi94l  perfcaions.  This  Is  be  ft  done  by  a  purchafed  [)ardori, 
by  a  wife  and  avvfiil  mixture  of  impartial  jurtice  with  uij^- 
merited  mercy.  How  can  you  hear  the  word  mercy  fo  of- 
ten wiihoat  perceiving  this  ?  It  is  not  mercy  at  al),  unkfs 
it  is  beflovi'ed  on  thofe  who  have  deferved  to  fuffer ;  and 
therefore  why  niay  not  a  voluntary  furety  he  admitted  to 
fuffer  in  their  place  ?  The  truth  is,  fuch  arc  the  impreffions 
that  are  ofaally  made  on  the  awakenej  conlcience,  of  the 
infinite  holinefs  and  purity ^  and  the  tremendous  mijefty 
of  God,  that  nothing  Ids  will  latisfy  it  than  a  fuiBcieni 
atonement,  or  a  clear  view  how  he  may  be  **  jull^  and  yet 
"  ih;;  juliificr  of  him  that  belicverh  on  Jcfua-'* 

Butj  my  bi  ethren,  it  is  one  thing  to  know^  to  prafefsi  or 
even  to  fapport  the  truth  ;  and  another,  but  of  unfpeaka- 
biy  more  moment,  to  feel,  and  to  apply  it-  It  is  one  thing, 
to  have  a  rational  conviftion,  from  critical  enquiry,  that 
this  is  taught  in  the  holy  fcriptures ;  and  another,  to  cleave 
to  it  with  efteem  and  affection,  as  tbc  go&pel  of  our  salva* 
timiy  as  the  great  foundation  of  our  hope  and  peace. 
Therefore  in  what  remains  of  this  branch  of  the  fubjedt, 
1  would  confider  myfelf  as  fpeaking,  not  to  the  wrangling 
difputer,  but  to  the  convinced  iinner;  not  to  the  felf- 
righteous  boaller,  but  to  the  broken  in  fpirit.  The  chief 
circumftances  in  die  propitiation  which  Chrift  bath  made, 
to  be  taken  notice  of  in  this  view,  are  thefe  two  :  i.  Its 
abfolute  neceffity.     2.   Its  perfect  fufficiency. 

I.  Confider  the  absolute  necessity  of  this  atonement. 
There  is  no  other  way  by  which  the  finner  can  be  reftored 
to  the  favor  of  God.  Nothing  can  be  clearer  from  the 
holy  fcriptures.  It  is  indeed  the  tacit  inference  that  may 
be  drawn  ft-om  the  whole.  Why  is  this  love  and  mercy 
of  God  celebrated  in  fuch  exalted  drains  by  the  infpired 
writers,  and  felt  with  fo  much  gratitude  by  the  redeemed, 
but  that  they  were  under  condemnation,  and  mufl  have 
perifiied,  but  for  tlie  help  of  this  Saviour?  Rom.  viii.  i. 
*^  There  is  therefore  now  no  condemnation  to  them  which 
"  arc  in  Chrift  Jefus,  who  walk  not  after  the  flefh,  but  af- 
**  ter  the  Spirit.'*  And  the  fame  chapter,  ver.  33.  **  Who 
''  (hall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  God*s  ele£t  ?  It  is 
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**  God  that  juftifieth.*'  John  iii.  16.  "  God  fo  loved  the 
**  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whofeh 
"  ever  believeth  in  him,  (hould  not  perilh,  but  have  cver- 
*'  lading  life."  As  "  without  fhedding  of  blood  there  is 
"  no  remiffion,"  fo  we  have  the  fame  infallible  teftimony, 
Heb.  X.  4.  that  ^^  it  is  not  pofTible  that  the  blood  of  bulls 
"  and  of  goats  (hould  take  away  fins.'*  Nay,  that  the 
thing  might  be  put  beyond  all  poffibility  of  doubt,  fee  the 
declaration  of  Peter  and  John,  Afts  iv.  12.  **  Neither  is 
"  there  falvation  in  any  other :  for  there  is  none  other 
"  name  under  heaven  given  among  men  whereby  we 
**  mull  be  faved.  And  what  other  fenfe  can  be  put  upon 
thefe  words  of  our  Saviour  himfelf  ?  John  xiv.  6.  "  Jefus 
*^  faith  unto  him,  I  am  the  way,  and  the  truth,  and  the 
"  life :  no  man  cometh  unto  the  Father  but  by  me."  In 
vain  then  do  we  found  our  hopes  upon  any  thing  elfe ; 
The  holinefs  of  the  divine  nature,  the  purity  of  the  divine 
law,  and  the  greatnefs  of  divine  power,  confpirc  in  blad- 
ing every  hope  of  the  finner  but  what  is  centred  in  Chrift. 
2.  Gonfider  the  perfect  sufficiency  of  this  atonement* 
It  is  fufficient  to  anlwcr  all  the  demands  of  law  and  juf- 
tice.  It  is  fufficient  to  vindicate  the  honor  of  the  divine 
government,  and  to  illuftrate  the  holinefs  and  juflice  of 
God  in  the  forgivenefs  of  fin.  It  is  fufficient  to  purrhafe 
a  full  ami  complete  remiffion  to  the  greateft  fmner.  Who- 
ever reflefts  upon  the  infinite  wifdom  of  God,  mud  be 
fcnfible  that  it  is  not  without  reafon  that  fo  much  is  faid 
on  this  fubje£t  in  fcripture  ;  that  fo  much  pains  is  taken 
to  fet  forth  the  glory  and  greatnefs  of  the  Saviour  of  fin- 
ners.  The  greatnefs  of  his  perfon,  and  dignity  of  his  cha- 
radler,  are  fet  before  us  in  the  mod  driking  light-  He  is 
"  the  eternal  and  only  begotten  Son  of  God  ;  the  bright- 
**  nefs  of  the  Father's  glory,  and  the  exprefs  image  of  his 
**  perfon."  And  Phil.  ii.  6.  "  Who  being  in  the  form  of 
"  God,  thought  it  not  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God."  .Ifa. 
ix.  6.  ^^  For  unto  us  a  child  is  bom,  unto  us  a  fon  is  given, 
*^  and  the  government  dull  be  upon  his  flioulder :  and 
"  his  name  diall  be  called.  Wonderful,  Counl'ellor,  The 
**  mighty  God,  The  cvcrlading  Father,  The  Prince  of 
*'  peace.? 
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It  IS  noi  edV  indeed  to  enumerate  the  mtgnificcnt  titles 
with  which  be  is  adorned  in  ftriptufe ;   Tbc  Alpha  and 
Omegm^ — The  first  attd  the  last^ — Ttt  Prhice  ef  tJbr  kings 
eftbt  earih, — 'Tit  King^  of  ii^gs,  and  L&rd  efhrds^ — 
The  King  uf  glary^ — ami  The  King  of  saints*     What 
mighty  works  are  fubfcribed  to  him  hi  creation  and  pro- 
vidence !  VTe  are  cold,  **  He  fliall  r^ign  till  all  enemies 
•*  arc  brou^t  under  his  feet'"     The  propriety  of  his  ts- 
crifice  as  the  Son  of  man,  and  riie  purity  of  bis  facrttice  as 
the  Holy  oa^  of  God,  are  taken  notice  of  in  fcriptitre  ; 
Hcb^  iL  17.  **  Wherefore  in  all  things  it  behoved  him 
*''  to  be  made  like  unto  his  brethren;  that  he  might  be  a 
"  tncrciful  ani  fairhful  high  priclt,  in  things  periaming  to 
**  Gcd,  to  make  retODcitiation  for  tlie  fins  of  the  people*" 
Hcb.  ix.  rj,  14-  ^'  For  if  the  blood  of  bulls,  and  of  goats, 
"  and  the  alhes  of  an  heitcr  fprinkUng  the  imclean^  knc- 
''  ti&eth  to  the  puriiying  of  the  flcffi ;  how  much  more 
**  (hall  the  blood  of  Chrift^  who  through  the  eternal  Spirit, 
*^  ofifered  himfelf  without  fpot  to  God,  purge  your  con* 
'*  fcience  from  dead  works  to  ferve  the  living  God  ?"  To 
this  you  may  add  the  continued  fulnefs  that  dwells  in  htm; 
John  i.  16.  *'  And  of  his  fulnefs  have  all  we  received, 
•^^  and  grace  for  grace/*     Col.  i.  19.  "  For  it  pleafed  the 
'^  Father,  that  in  him  fiiould  all  fulnefs  dwell.*'     What 
is  this,  my  brethren,  but  to  encourage  and  embolden  fin- 
ncrs  to  put  their  trud  in  him,  and  to  carry  home  with 
power  this  truth,  which  I  (hall  give  you  in  the  words  of 
the  Holy  Gholl  ?  Heb.  vii.  25.  *'  Wherefore  he  is  able 
**•  alfo  to  fave  them  to  the  uttermoft,  that  come  unto  God 
*^  by  him,  feeing  he  ever  liveth  to  make  interCeflioii  for 
"  them/' 

IL  I  proceed  now  to  the  fecond  thing  propofed,  which 
was,  to  confider  the  extent  of  this  propitiation,  founded 
on  the  laft  claufe  of  the  text :  "  And  not  for  ours  only, 
"  but  alfo  for  the  fins  of  the  whole  world/'  In  general, 
when  we  remember  that  this  epiftle  was  written  chiefly  to 
the  converts  of  the  circumcifion,  it  may  convince  us,  that 
in  all  probability  this  expreflion  was  intended  againft  the 
great  and  national  prejudice  gf  the  Jews,  of  which  we  fee 
very  frequent  notice  taken  in  the  New  Tcftameut.     As 
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they  had  tbo  oracles  of  God  committed  to  them,  as  for  the 
wife  purpofes  of  his  providence  he  had  feparated  them, 
from  other  nations,  and  the  Meffiah  was  to  defcend  from 
them  according  to  the  flelh,  they  apprehended  that  all  the 
bleflings  of  hi^  reign  were  to  be  confined  to  tbemfelves  : 
therefore  they^re  often  given  to  underftand,  that  the  pur* 
pofe  of  mercy  was  far  more  extenfive,  and  that  Chrift 
came  with  a  view  to  fulfil  that  promife  made  to  the  father 
of  the  faithful.  Gen.  xxii.  i&.  ''  In  thy  feed  ihall  all  the; 
^  nations  of  the  earth  be  blefled ;  becaufe  thou  haft  obey- 
"  ed  my  voice."  The  expreffion  in  the  text  then  un- 
doubtedly implies,  that  redemption  through  the  blood  of 
Chrift  was  to  be  preached  to  finners  of  the  Gentiles ;  that 
as  he  had  been  the  Saviour  of  all  ages  by  the  efficacy  of 
that  facrifice  which  he  was  to  offer  in  the  fulnefs  of  time, 
fo  that  the  virtue  of  it  was  not  to  be  confined  to  the  houfe 
of  IfraeU  but  to  belong  to  finners  of  every  nation  under 
heaven. 

1  am  fenfible,  my  brethren,  that  very  great  controver- 
fies  have  been  raifed  in  another  view,  as  to  the  extent  of 
Chrift's  death,  and  the  import  of  this  and  other  fuch  ge- 
neral expi'efiions  in  the  holy  fcriptures.  In  this,  as  in 
moft  other  debates,  matters  have  been  carried  a  far  great- 
er  length  than  the  intereft  of  truth  and  piety  requires;  and, 
as-  is  alfo  ufual,  they  have  arifen  from  an  improper  and 
unikiSul  mixture  of  what  belongs  to  the  fecret  counfels  of 
the  Moil  High  with  his  revealed  will,  which  is  the  inva- 
riable rule  of  our  duty.  Without  entering,  therefore,  intq 
tbefe  debates,  which  are  unfuitable  to  our  prefent  employ, 
ment,  or  rather  giving  my  judgment,  that  they  are  for  the 
moft  part  unneceiTary,  unprofitable,  or  hurtful,  I  (hall  lay 
down  three  propofitions  on  thi^  fubje£t,  which  1  think  can 
hardly  be  called  in  queftion,  and  which  are  a  fufficient 
foundation  for  our  faith  and  practice. 

I.  The  obedience  and  death  of  Chrift  is  of  value  fufli. 
cient  to  expiate  the  guilt  of  all  the  fins  of  every  individual 
that  ever  lived  or  ever  Ihall  live  on  earth.  This  cannot 
be  denied,  fince  the  fubjefts  to  be  redeemed  are  finite,  the 
price  paid  for  their  redemption  is  infinite.  He  fuffered  in 
the  human  nature,  ^ut  that  nature  intimately  and  peribn- 
Voi.  I.        1^  TT  „ 
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a1ty  tmited  fo  the  divine  :  fo  that  Chrin  the  IVTcdJafof,  \W ' 
giftofGcHi  for  the  redemption  offtnncrs,  is  often  called 
his  own  and  his  eternal  Son  :  Rom.  viii.  32.     "*  He  that 
"  fpared  not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered  hun  op  for  us  all, 
"  ho^v  (hall  l*€  not  with  him  a!fo  freely  give  us  all  things?"*] 
Such  was  the  union  of  the  dirinc  and  human  nature  in^ 
Chrift,  that  the  blood  which  was  the  purchafe  of  our  re- 
demption IS  exprefsly  called  the  blood  of  God,  Afts  xk* 
28-  *^  To  feed  the  church  of  God,  which  he  hath  pufcha- 
*'  fed  with  his  own  blood-"     This  is  the  great  myflery  ori 
godlincls^  God  manifefted  in  the  flcfti,  in  which  all  our 
rtioughts  are  loll  and  fwallowed  up. 

2.  Notwithflandlng  this,  every  individual  of  the  human 
race  is  not  in  (aft  partaker  of  the  bleffmgs  of  his  purchafe ; 
but  many  die  in  their  fins,  and  pcriih  for  even  This 
will  as  little  admit  of  any  doubt.  Multitudes  have  died, 
who  never  heard  of  the  name  of  Chriflp  or  falvation 
through  him  ;  many  have  lived  and  died  Wafphenitnghis 
pcrfon^  and  defpifing  his  undertaking ;  many  have  died 
in  unbelief  and  impenitence,  ferving  divers  lufts  and  paf* 
lions ;  and  if  the  fcripture  is  true,  he  will  at  lad  render 
unto  them  according  to  their  works.  So  that  if  we  admit, 
that  the  works  of  God  are  known  to  him  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  world,  it  can  never  be  true,  that,  in  his  eter- 
nal counfels,  Chrift  died  to  fave  thofe,  w^ho  after  all  that 
he  hath  done,  fliall  be  miferable  for  ever.  *'  He  is  a  rock, 
**  his  work  is  perfect.'*  His  defign  never  could  be  fruftra- 
ted ;  but,  as  the  apoftle  Paul  exprefles  it,  Rom.  xi.  7. 
"  The  election  hath  obtained  it,  and  the  reft  were  blind- 
*'  ed."     But, 

3.  There  is  in  the  death  of  Chrift  a  fufficient  founda- 
tion laid  for  preaching  the  gofpel  indefinitely  to  all  with- 
out exception.  It  is  the  command  of  God,  that  this  ftiouM 
be  done  :  Mark  xvi.  15.  '*  And  he  faid  unto  them.  Go 
"  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  gofpel  to  every 
*'  creature."  The  efFedl  of  this  is,  that  the  mifery  of  the 
unbelieving  and  impenitent  fliall  lie  entirely  at  their  own 
door :  and  they  Ihall  not  only  die  in  their  fins,  but  Ihall 
faffer  to  eternity  for  this  moft  heinous  of  all  fins,  defpifing 
the  remedy,  and  refufing  to  hear  the  Son  rf  God ;  Hcb.  x. 
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a6,  27.  "  For  if  we  fin  wilfully  after  that  we  have  receiv- 
**  ed  the.knowledge  of  the  truth,  there  remaineth  no  more 
"  facrifice  for  fins,  but  a  certain  fearful  looking  for  of  judg- 
*'  ment»  and  fiery  indignation,  which  (Iiall  devour  the  ad- 
*'  verfaries."  Let  us  neither  refufe  our  aflent  to  any  part 
of  the  revealed  will  of  God»  nor  fooliftily  imagine  an  op- 
pofition  between  one  part  of  it  and  another.  All  the  ob- 
icurity  arifes  from,  and  may  be  refolved  into  the  weaknipfs 
of  our  underftandings ;  but  let  God  be  true,  and  every 
man  a  liar.  That  there  is  a  fenfe  in  which  Chrill  died  for 
all  men,  and  even  for  thofe  who  perifli,  is  plain  from  the 
very  words  of  fcripture  ;  i  Tim.  iv.  10,  *'  For  therefore 
"  we  both  labour  and  fuffer  reproach,  becaufe  we  truft  in 
"  the  living  God,  who  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men,  efpecially 
"  of  thofe  Aat  believe."  i  Cor.  viii.  11.  "  And  through 
"  thy  knowledge  fliall  the  weak  brother  perifli,  for  whom 
"  Chrift  died  ?"  Thus  it  appears  that  both  in  a  national 
and  perfonal  view,  Chrift  is  "  the  propitiation  for  our 
^'  fins ;  and  not  for  ours  only,  but  alfo  for  the  fins  of  the 
"  whole  world." 

III.  I  proceed  now  in  the  last  place,  to  make  fome  prac- 
tical improvement  of  the  fubjeft  for  your  inftrudlion  and 
diredlion.     And, 

I.  From  what  hath  been  faid,  let  us  be  induced  to  give 
praife  to  God  for  his  mercy  to  loft  finners  revealed  in  the 
gofpel.  Let  us  particularly  give  him  praife  for  Chrift 
Jefus,  his  unfpeakable  gift :  ^*  Herein  is  love,  not  that  we 
"  loved  God,  but  that  he  loved  us,  and  gave  his  Son  to  be 
"  the  propitiation  for  us." 

While  we  remember,  with  abafement  of  foul,  the  holi- 
nefs  and  juftice  of  God,  which  required  fatisfaflion  for  fin, 
let  us  alio  remember  his  infinite  compaflion,  who  was 
pleafed  himfelf  to  provide  *'  a  lamb  for  the  burnt  offering." 
Let  us  at  the  fame  time  give  praife  to  the  tender-hearted 
Saviour,  who  gave  his  life  as  an  offering  "  of  a  fweet- 
^^  fmelling  favor"  to  God.  Redeeming  grace  fliall  be  the 
theme  of  eternal  gratitude  and  praife  in  heaven.  After 
all  our  trials  and  dangers  are  over,  we  fliall  th^n,  with 
unfpeakable  delight,  afcribe  the  honor  of  our  vi£tory  to 
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him,  frying,  Kcv.  v.  12.  **  Worthy  is  the  Ldmb  Xh^X  wis 
*^  flain,  to  receive  power,  and  riches,  and  miilom,  and 
*'  llrcngth,  and  honor,  and  glory,  and  bleffing.'*  Why 
fhould  we  not  alfo  attempt  to  give  him  praife  in  his 
church  on  earth  ?  for  he,  having  fintflied  his  owh  work, 
and  entered  into  his  glory,  hath  give  us  an  allured  prol- 
peft,  that  we  alfo  (hail  overcome  in  his  ftrcnglh ;  that  he 
will  come  again,  and  ^*  receive  us  to  himfeU  ;  that  where 
"  he  is,  there  we  may  be  alfo." 

2,  You  may  fee  from  what  hath  been  faid,  that  foch  as 
are  yet  unrelated  to  tliis  Saviour  are  in  a  flate  of  fin,  and 
liable  to  divine  wrath.  Hear  and  receive  this  truth,  how^ 
ever  unw^elcome  to  the  fccurc,  however  dilUfteful  to  The 
carnal  mind.  If  it  were  not  fo,  this  propitiation  which 
God  hath  fet  forth  would  have  been  altogether  unnccefTa- 
ry.  Let  us  beg  of  him  who  hath  afcend^d  up  on  high,  to 
fend  down,  according  to  his  promife,  his  Spirit  to  con> 
vince  the  world  of  fm.  How  many  aflfefling  and  flriking 
proofs  have  we  of  this,  both  in  our  charafler  and  Hate  I 
and  yet  how  difficult  to  make  us  fenfible  of  it !  What  is 
to  be  feen  in  the  world  at  prefent,  or  what  do  we  read  in 
the  hillory  of  pad  ages,  but  one  melancholy  fcene  ot  dif- 
order,  mifery,  and  bloodfhed,  fucceeding  another  ?  Is  nat 
this  the  efied  of  human  guilt  ?  And  do  we  not,  by  mutual 
injuries,  at  once  demonflrate  our  own  corruption,  and  ckc- 
cute  the  juft  judgment  of  God  upon  one  another  ?  May 
not  every  perfon  difcover  the  latent  fource  of  thefe  flag- 
rant crimes,  in  the  pollution  of  his  own  heart,  his  averfion 
to  what  is  good,  and  his  pronenefs  and  inclination  to  what 
is  evil  ?  And  yet,  alas !  how  difficult  a  matter  is  it  to  make 
the  heart  humble  itfelf,  and  plead  guilty  before  God  :  to 
make  us  fenfible,  that  we  are  tranfgreflbrs  from  the  womb, 
and  inexcufable,  in  this  tranfgreffion  ;  that  the  threaten- 
ing of  the  law  is  moft  juft,  **  Curfed  is  every  one  that  con. 
**  tinueth  not  in  all  things  written  in  the  book  ot  the  law 
**  to  do  them  ;"  and  that  it  is  of  the  infinite  mercy  of  God, 
that  the  execution  is  fufpended,  or  any  hope  given  us  of 
being  able  to  avert  it  ? 

Yet  this,  my  brethren,  I  will  repeat  it,  and  I  befccch 
fou  to  attend  to' it,  is  certainly  the  cafe  b/  nature,  with 
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tvtry  perfen  in  this  aflembly.  Every  one  who  now  hears 
me  is  in  a  ftate  of  condemnation,  and  liable  to  everlaft- 
ing  mifery^  excepting  that  happy  number  who  have  ''  fled 
**  for  refuge  to  lay  hold  of  the  hope  fet  before  them.''  Ail 
mlenrible  perfons,  living  in  a  carelefs  fecure  forgetfulnefs 
ef  God  ;  all  who  indulge  themfelves  habitually  in  the  iuils 
6f  the  fleih ;  drunkards,  fwearers,  profane  and  lafcivious 
jefters,  liars,  unjufl  perfons,  lovers  of  4be  prefent  world, 
a]*e  aliens  from  the  commonwealth  of  Ifrael,  and  ilrangers 
to  the  covenant  of  promife.  Oh  that  it  were  poffible  for 
me  to  awaken  you  to  a  fenfe  of  your  danger^  while  there 
is  yet  a  poffibility  of  efcaping !  Oh  the  importance  to 
you  of  the  unknown  time  from  this  day  of  your  merciful 
vifitation  to  the  day  of  your  death !  What  would  thole 
who  are  now  referved  in  chains  to  the  judgment  of  the 
great  day,  give  for  the  precious  opportunity  you  are  now^ 
defpifing !  In  a  little  time  1  know  that  you  yourfelves 
will  repent ;  oh  that  it  may  not  be  when  it  is  too  late  to 
reform  !  But  all  words  mufl  fink  under  fuch  a  fubjed. 
No  pidlure  that  I  could  draw  of  the  defpairing  horror  of  a 
finner  on  his  death-bed,  or  the  blafpheming  rage  of  thofe 
who  are  tormented  in  hell-fire,  could  poffibly  give  any  of 
you  a  juft  apprehenfion  of  what  it  is  to  fall  into  the  hainds 
of  the  living  God,  unlefs  it  pleafe  himfelf  to  wound  the 
confcience  with  the  arrows  of  conviction,  that  he  may  af. 
terwards  pour  in  the  healing  balm  of  peace  and  confolati* 
on.  And  oh  that  it  might  (land  with  the  will  of  God  that 
none  here  prefent  ihould  efcape  ! 

3.  Learn  from  what  has  been  faid,  that  there  is  no  fa^ 
crifice  for  fin,  but  the  one  offering  of  our  Redeemer  on  the 
crofs ;  no  hope  of  mercy  for  any  child  of  Adam,  but 
through  his  blood.  The  typical  facriBccs  under  the  Old 
Teflament  were  but  fhadows,  the  fubftance  is  Chrifl.  In 
vain  will  any  go  about  toeftabliih  their  own  righteoufnefs^ 
and  refuie  to  fubmit  to  the  righteoufnefs  of  God.  Think 
not,  my  brethren,  by  attempts  of  reformation,  by  faulty 
defedive  duties,  to  be  able  to  cancel  any  part  of  that  guilt 
to  which  you  are  adding  every  day.  How  great  is  the  folr 
ly  and  prefumption  of  felf-righteoufneft !  What  a  profiuie 
eontempt  of  the  riches  of  divine^race !   Hath  God  Iben  it 
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necdTary  to  fct  forth  ChrrR  as  a  propitiation  through  faith^ 
in  bis  blootl  ?  ;ind  will  you  fay,  that  it  is  unticceflary^  and 
fpurn  ihe  offered  mercy  ?  How  much  ignorance  ts  in 
felf-righteoufutfs !  What  iniperfeft  views  mufl  they  have 
of  the  law  of  God,  and  how  iittte  knowledge  of  them- 
felves,  and  their  own  hearts  who  admire  or  truft  in  hu- 
man virtue  !  Above  all,  what  is  the  foundation  and  cor- 
ner-done of  rclf-rightcoufnefs  1  It  is  pride,  that  fin  of  all 
others  moft  odious  and  abominable  in  the  light ^f  GotJ, 
kit  not  a  matter  of  daily  experience,  that  thofc  perfons 
who  are  evidently  mod  loofe  and  carelefs  in  their  own 
practice,  and  wlio^  one  would  think,  fhaukl  have  lea  ft  of 
that  kind  to  rely  upon,  are  moR  prone  to  a  fclf-righteous 
plan,  and  moft  ready  to  defpife  the  doftrine  of  jy(li£catt< 
on  through  tiic  imputed  righteoufnefsof  Chrift-  Arc  you 
foinetimes  furpriied  at  this,  Chriiiians?  The  thing  is 
cafily  explained*  They  know  little  either  of  the  law  of 
God  or  their  own  hearts*  They  feldom  ftudy  the  one,  or 
refleft  upon  the  other.  If  they  did,  they  would  foon  be 
ashamed  offuch  a  pretence.  Thofe  who  apply  themfelves 
with  the  greatefl  diligence  to  the  Rudy  of  holinelsin  heart 
and  life,  do  always  mod  fcnfibly  feel,  and  moft  willingly 
confefs,  that  all  their  righteoufnefles  are  as  filthy  rags  be- 
fore God. 

4.  In  Chrift  Jefus,  and  the  blood  of  the  everlafting  co- 
venant, there  is  abundant  provifion  made  for  the  pardon 
of  all  our  fins,  and  peace  with  an  oflTended  God.  ."  Be- 
"  hold  the  Lamb  of  God,  which  taketh  away  the  fin  of  the 
*^  world  !'•  Behold  the  Lamb  which  God  liimfelf  hath 
ordained,  and  fet  apart  for  this  important  work,  and  which 
he  will  certainly  accept !  *'  Deliver  them,**  laith  he, 
**  from  going  down  to  the  pit :  I  have  found  a  ranfom.'* 
Behokl  the  immaculate  and  fpotlefs  victim  in  the  purity  of 
his  human,  and  the  glory  of  his  divine  nature  !  There  is 
no  fin  fo  atrocious  but  his  blood  is  fufficient  to  waih  away 
the  guilt.  Is  there  any  finner  in  this  affembly  burdened 
with  a  fenfe  of  guilt,  arrefted  by  an  accufing  confcience, 
terrified  by  the  thunders  of  the  law,  ready  to  cry  out, 
**  Who  can  ftand  before  this  holy  Lord  God  !  My  flelh 
*  trembleth  becauie  of  thee:   1  am  afiraid  of  thy  judg- 
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•'  mrtfts.^'  Let  fiio^j  an  oif^know,  that  help  is  iitf  xiXt  • 
him  that  is  "  inigWy  to  fave,*'  Let  your  guilt  be  w^iat 
it  will»  who  can  fo  fer^rogate  from  the  Redeemer's  gio- 
rjr  as  to  fufpe€t  thrff  'fiis*  blood  fcannot  purge  it  away  ? 
Give  no  heed  to  unbelieving  thoughts,  or  difcouraging 
fuggeftions;  but  be  '^ftrong  in  faith,  givingftety  to  God-, 
and  attend  to  the  Saviour^s  own  Srords  :  "  Him  that 
"  Cometh  unto  me,  I  will  in  no  wife  -caft  out.'' 

5.  Irrthe  last  place,  Let  all  the  children  of  God,  whofe 
hope  hath  ftill  been  in  the  divine  mercy  thVough  a  cruci- 
fied Saviour,  enibrace  the  opportunity  noy  given  thera  of 
profefling,  exercifmg,  and  ftrengthening  riieir  faith  in  the 
great  atonement.  Plead  your  relation  to  God  through 
Chrift,  and  encourage  yourfelves  in  his  all-fufficiency  and 
merit.  Look  upon  his  fufferings  for  humbling  you  under 
a  fenfe  of  the  evil  of  fin,  which  made  fuch  an  expiation 
neceffary.  Nothing  ferves  more  to  abafe  and  level  hu- 
man pride,  than  to  fee  our  nature  on  the  crofs  though 
perfonally  united  to  the  divine.  Look  upon  him  in  his 
agony,  for  mortifying  and^  crucifying  fin  in  you.  There 
is  a  purifying  virtue,  and  fanftifying  efficacy,  in  the  blood 
of  Chrift.  It  not  only  fpeaks  peace  to  the  wounded  con- 
fcience,  but  purges  the  confcience  from  dead  works  to 
fcrve  the  living  God.  I  am  not  againft  the  introdiiftioa 
of  every  argument  from  fcripture  or  reafon  againft  fin,  or 
in  fupport  of  duty ;  but  let  them  never  fupplant  the  great, 
the  leading,  the  conftraining  argument,  which  is  drawn 
from  the  crofs  of  Chrift.  Believe  it,  my  brethren,  nothing 
fo  much  reconciles  the  heart  to  duty,  nothing  fo  kindles  a 
holy  indignation  againft  fin,  as  a  believing  view  of  the 
Lamb  of  God,  which  taketh  away  the  fin  of  the  world. — 
This  gives  the  Spirit  of  adoption,  a  child-like  fear,  and  a 
chikfclike  love.  This  fills  the  Chriftian  with  comfort,  this 
infpires  the  Chriftian  with  zeal.  To  feek  our  comfort  in 
a  feparate  way,  or  in  the  firft  inftance  from  our  duties,  is 
to  make  that  comfort  feeble  and  variable  as  the  duties  are 
dcfeftive ;  but  to  enliven  our  duties  by  the  comforts  of 
the  gofpel  is  to  follow  the  order  of  the  covenant  of  grace, 
by  which  we  at  once  promote  the  glory  of  God,  and  moft 
effe^ually  fecure  our  own  comfort  and         ~ 
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the  Spirit  breathed  by  the  apoflle  Paul,  with  whofe  words, 
Gai.  ii.  1%  20,  1  fiiall  conclude  \  "For  I  through  the  laiv 
^*  am  dead  to  the  law,  that  I  might  live  unto  God-  1  ani 
"  crucified  with  Chrift;  Nevenhclefs  I  live  \  yet  not  I, 
**  butChriif  liveth  in  me;  and  the  life  which  I  now  live 
**  in  the  flefh,*I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who 
**  loved  me,  and  gave  himfclf  for  mc/* 


L    349    3 


THE  LOVE  OP  CHRIST  IN  REDEMPTION. 


SERMON  6. 


R  E  V.  i.  5. 


Unto  him  that  loved  us,  and  washed  us  from  our  ain^  in  his 
own  blood. 


ACTION    SERMOK. 

THE  bare  repetition  of  thefe  words  is  fufficient  to  con- 
vince  every  hearer  how  well  they  are  fuited  to  the 
defign  of  our  prefent  meetings  Redeeming  love  is  cer* 
taihly  the  moft  delightful  of  all  themes  to  every  real  chrif- 
tian.  It  is  the  immediate  and  diredt  obje£t  of  our  con- 
templation in  the  Lord's  fupper.  This  ordinance  was 
infHtuted  to  keep  up  the  remembrance  of  the  fufferings 
and  death  of  Chrift,  which  was  the  great  and  finifhing 
proofof  his  love.  How  then  can  you  attend  on  it  in  a 
more  becoming  and  dutiful,  a  more  pleafant  and  defirea- 
ble,  or  a  more  happy  and  ufeful  frame  of  fpirit,  than  when 
your  hearts  are  filled  with  a  fenfe  of  the  love  of  Chrift, 
and  you  find  yourfelves  difpofed  to  join,  with  a  mixture 
of  joy  and  wonder,  in  the  doKology  of  the  apoille  John, 
in  the  text,  Unto  him  that  laved  us,  and  'mashed  us  from 
our  sins  in  bis  own  blood  ? 

The  author  of  this  book  is  fometimes  ftyled  the  disciple 
Vibam  Jesus  loved.  Since,  therefore,  it  pleafed  his  maf- 
ter  to  diftinguiih  him  by  the  tendernefs  of  particular  friend- 
fliip,  it  is  no  wonderthat  we  find  fo  much  of  the  delight- 
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m  fill  afFedion  of  love  in  his  writiogs*     In  the  beginning  of 
tliis  chapter,  he  gives  an  accoant  of  the  general  fubjeft 
and  defign  of  the  book  of  Revelation^  the  manner  in  which 
the  difcoverics  contained  in  it  were  made  to  hitn,  and  his 
fidelity  in  teftifying  them  to  others-     Then  follows  the 
apodolic  faluiation  to  the  feven  churches  in  Afia,  which  is 
a  folemii  bcnediClion,  in  name  of  all  the  perlbnsofthc 
adorable  Trinity  :    "  Grace  be  to  you,  and  [>eace,  from 
**  him  which  is,  and  which  was,  and  which  is  to  come  i^ 
(that  is,  from  God  the  Father,  the  ancient  of  days,  im* 
mutable  and  eternal) ;  *'  and  from  the  feven  fpirits  which 
*'  are  before  his  throne  ;"  (not  to  detain  you  with  a  criti- 
cal account  of  this  phrafe,  it  means  the  Holy  Gbo0,  lingle 
in  his  perfon,  but  multiplied  in  his  gifts  \  the  variety, 
fullnefs,  and  perfeflion   of  which,  are  denoted   by  this 
form  of  expreffion) ;  "  and  from  Jefus  Cbrift,  who  is  the 
"  faithful  witnefsj  and  the  firft*begotten  from  the  dead, 
'    '*  and  the  Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth/'    To  him,  you 
fee,  he  gives  three  illuftrious  charafters. 
♦  I,  The  faithful  "miiness^  who  came  from  above,  and 
revealed  the  whole  will  of  God  for  our  falvation ;  who  be- 
ing the  eternal  truth,  might  be  abfolutely  depended  on  in 
Uie  account  he  was  by  the  apoftle  to  communicate,  of  the 
great  events  of  Providence  towards  his  church  and  peo- 
ple.    2.  The  first  begotten  from  the  dead^  declared  to  be 
the  Son  of  God  with  power,  by  his  glorious  refurredtion 
and  triumph  over  the  king  of  terrors.     And,  3.  72?^ 
Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth  ;  that  is,  the  Lord  of  na- 
ture, to  whom  every  prince  and  potentate  muft  be  fubjeck, 
and  to  the  ends  of  whofe  Providence,  and  the  increafe  of 
whofe  kingdom,  all  their  fchemes  of  policy  and  conqueft 
Ihall  at  laft  be  fubfcrvient.     He  then,  with  great  proprie- 
ty, having  mentioned  the  name,  and  given  a  Ihort  view 
of  the  character  of  his  blefled  Lord,  lays  hold  of  the  op- 
portunity to  exprefs  his  own  and  every  other  finner's 
obligation  to  him  in  this  fublime  afcription.  Unto  him  that 
lomedus^  and  'iv  ashed  us  from  our  sins  in  bis  own  blood. 
To  enter  upon  the  confideration  of  the  love  of  Chrift 
la  itsf  full  extent,  in  its  fource,  its  exprd&oDs,  and  its 
efieSs,  eventhofe  that  are.fuggefied  in  the  t^xty^wguld 
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far  exceed  the  bounds  of  a  fingle  difcourfe.  What  I  pro- 
pofe,  therefore,  at  this  time,  in  order  to  prepare  your 
minds  and  my  own,  for  the  folemn  adion  before  us,  is 
only  to  colleft  ^nto  one  view  fome  of  the  great  and  gene- , 
ral  charafters  of  the  love  of  Chrift,  which  are  mod  proper 
to  excite  our  gratitude  and  praife ;  and  then  to  make  fom« 
practical  improvement  of  it  for  your  inftrudlion  and  di- 
rection. 

I.  Firft,  then,  let  us  endeavor  to  point  out  fome  of  the 
great  and  general  charafters  of  the  love  of  Chrift.  In  this 
I  lliall  take  care  to  confine  myfelf  to  fuch  views  as  are 
given  of  it  in  the  holy  fcripturcs.  And  every  charafter 
given  of  it  there,  we  are  both  entitled  and  obliged  to  attend 
to,  and  improve. 

I.  Firft  of  all,  then,  you  may  obferve,  that  it  is  an 
everlasting  love.  It  cook  its  rife  in  the  eternal  counfels  of 
Heaven.  This  is  a  charadter  given  of  the  love  of  God  to 
his  people,  Jer.  xxxi.  3.  *'  Yea,  I  have  loved  thee  with 
"  an  everlalling  love:  therefore  with  loving  kindnefs 
"  have  I  drawn  thee.'*  This  expreflion  is  often  ufed 
with  a  double  view,  to  fliew,  on  the  one  hand,  its  early,  its 
original  fource,  and  on  the  other,  its  perpetual  ftability, 
and  endlefs  duration.  Pfal-  ciii.  17.  "  But  the  mercy  of 
"  the  Lord  is  from  everlafting  to  everlafting  upon  them 
^^  that  fear  him ;  and  his  righteoufnefs  unto  children's 
"  children.'*  I  fa.  liv.  7,  8.  "  For  a  fmall  moment  have 
"  I  forfaken  thee,  but  with  great  mercies  will  I  gather 
"  thee.  In  a  little  wrath  I  hid  my  face  from  thee  for  a 
"  moment ;  but  with  everlafting  kindnefs  will  I  have 
*'  mercy  on  thee,  faith  the  Lord  thy  Redeemer."  Ha- 
ving  cited  thefe  paffages  of  the  Old  Teftament,  I  muft 
juftify  the  application  of  them,  by  ohferving  that  all  the 
covenant-mercies  of  God  to  man,  in  our  prefent  &llen 
ilate,  ure  to  be  referred  to  the  love  of  Chrift,  as  their  price, 
their  fource,  and  their  fum.  This  is  plain  from  innume- 
rable paffages  of  fcripture  :  Eph.  i.  4,  5.  **  According  as 
*^  he  hath  chofen  us  in  him,  tiefore  die  foundation  of  the 
"  world,  that  we  fhould  be  holy,  and  without  blame  before 
**  him  in  love :  having  predeftinated  us  unto  the  adoption 
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"  of  chtWrm  hj  Jefus  Chrift  to  himfclf,  tccwdmg  to 
**  good  pleafure  of  his  wilL"  Eph-  iiL  ii*  ^*  Acco^ling 
•*  to  the  eternal  purpofe  which  he  pufpofed  m  Cbrift  Jefu4 
**  oar  Lord  "  For  thisreafon  i:  is,  amongrt  others,  that 
ChriR  is  called.  Rev*  xiil-  8.  **  the  Lamb  fiain  from  the 
«  foundation  of  the  workl.** 

I  confefs,  my  brethren,  we  are  but  ill  able  to  tinder  Rand, 
or  at  leaf!  to  meafure,  tlie  import  of  this  truth,  that  the 
love  of  Chrift  to  finners.  or  of  God  in  him^  was  from  eter* 
tiity.  All  our  conceptions  are  foon  loft,  and  fwallowed 
up,  in  what  is  infinite  and  boundlefs.  But  furely  it  af- 
fords matter  for  the  deepeft  and  hurrvbl«ft  3dorati0n,  as 
Well  as  for  the  htgheft  gratitude  and  joy-  Dotrs  it  not 
afford  matter  for  adoring  wonder,  that  tlie  plan  for  redeem- 
ing  loft  Cnners,  and  rcftoring  them  to  the  obedience  and 
enjoyment  of  God,  was  the  objeft  of  the  divine  purpofe 
from  eternity  f  It  appears  to  be  a  very  confpicuous  part, 
or  rather  pe^aps  we  are  warranted  to  fay,  from  the  fcrip- 
ture  revelation^  that  it  is  the  chief  part  of  our  Creat(H^h 
will,  to  which  every  ocher  p^rt  of  his  pro^ndence  is  fub- 
^rdinate  and  fubfennent.  Accordingly,  in  the  very  paf. 
fage  where  my  text  lies,  the  Redeemer  fays,  vcr^  8.  "  I 
*'  am  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  beginning  and  the  ending, 
"•*  faifh  the  Lord,  which  is,  and  which  was,  atKl  which  4s 
"  to  come,  the  Almighty.**  Does  not  this  lead  ws  to  con- 
template  the  glory  of  an  infinite  God,  as  it  ftines  in  tfiis 
feverlafting  love  ?  Does  it  not  alfo  afford  matter  of  grati- 
tude to  the  believing  foul,  while  he  confiders  every  velfifel 
of  mercy  as  concerned  m  this  eternal  purpofe  ? 

I  am  fenfible  my  brethren,  there  may  be  an  abufe  and 
|)erverfion  of  the  doftrine  of  eledtion,  if  we  think  of  it  as 
independent  of  its  fruits,  and  apply  it  fo  as  to  produte 
either  fecirrity  or  -defpair.  But  \  defpife  the  wifdom  of 
thofe  perfons  who  would  conceal  this  troth  as -dangeroiis, 
W'htch  it  hath  pfcafed  God  diftinftly  to  reveal,  k  i«  the 
»wt  •which  prodaceth  the  plant ;  but  it  is  the  plant  which 
^ifcovers  the  root.  It  ns  the  fountain  which  produceth  the 
flreams  ;  birt  the  ftreams  lead  us  ^to  the  fountain.  Mull 
"Tfot  the  finner  Who  by  faith  has  laidhold  on  a  crucifiied 
Saviour,  and  g?«tfi  <Atd)t«o1^  weitltff  Got  m  a  {M^each- 
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ed  gofpcl^  confider,  with  admiration,  his  name  written  in 
tie  book  of  life  of  the  Lamb  slain  from  the  foundation  of 
the  Wfrld?  What  delight  will  it  give  him!  What  ho- 
nor does  it  reflect  upon  him,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  de- 
firoys  the  very  foundation  of  arrogance  and  pride  ?  This 
is  the  iirft,  and  yet  it  is  but  one  of  many  parts  of  the  doc- 
trine  of  lalvation,  which  at  once  exalts  and  abafes  us; 
mifes  our  hopes,  and  forbids  us  to  glory  ;  clothes  us  with 
infinite  honor,  and  yet  difcovers  us  to  be  lefs  than  nothing : 
fo  that  we  may  fay  with  the  apoftle  Paul,  after  a  view  of 
the  fame  fubjcdt,  Rom.  xi.  33.  **  O  the  depth  of  the  riches 
**  both  of  the  wildom  and  knowledge  of  God  !  how  un- 
^^  iearchable  are  his  judgments,  and  his  ways  pad  finding 
"  out  !'*     This  leads  me  to  obferve, 

2.  That  the  love  of  Chrift  is  free  and  unmerited  love. 
This  is  a  circumllance  that  is  fcarcely  ever  feparated  from 
the  account  given  of  the  love  of  Chrift  in  fcripture.  It 
may  be  founded  even  on  the  infinite  difproportion  be- 
tween-uncreated excellence  and  created  weakncfs :  Pfal. 
viiu  4.  '*  What  is  man,  that  thou  art  mindful  of  him  ?  and 
*'  the  fon  of  man,  that  thou  vifiteft  him  V'  Pfal.  cxliv.  3. 
^^  Lord,  what  is  man,  that  thou  takeft  knowledge  of  him  i 
**  or  the  fon  of  man,  that  thou  makeft  account  of  him  ?" 
Nay,  as  if  this  were  a  truth  of  the  Qtmoft  moment,  we  have 
it  repeated  a  third  time  in  almoft  the  fame  words;  Job 
vii.  17.  ^^  What  is  man  that  thou  fliouldft  magnify  him  ? 
^*  and  that  thou  fhouldft  fet  thine  heart  upon  him  l*  But 
this  is  not  all,  nor  indeed  the  main  thing  to  be  attended  to ; 
for  the  love  of  Chrift  hath  for  its  objcfit  thofe  who  were  in 
a&ual  rebellion  againft  GoJ,  tranfgreflbrs  of  his  holy  law, 
and  liable  to  the  ftroke  of  his  juftice«  It  was  not  only  to 
exalt  thofe  who  were  low,  or  to  fupply  thofe  who  were 
needy,  that  Chrift  came,  but  to  deliver  thofe  who  were 
appointed  to  death :  John  iii.  16.  **  God  fo  love*^e 
^  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whofo- 
^  ever  believeth  on  him,  (hould  not  perifti,  but  have  ever- 
•*  lafting  life-'*  Rom.  v.  8.  •*  But  God  commendeth  his 
**  love  towards  us,  in  that  while  we  were  yet  finners,  Chrift 
**  died  for  us.'*  Eph.  ii.  4,  5.  •*  But  God  who  is  rich  in 
^  mercy,  for  his  great  low  wherewith  he  loved  us,  even 
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**  when  we  were  dead  in  finsyhith  quickened  us  together 
**  with  Chrid,  (by  grace  yc  are  faved.)"  The  fame  thing 
iiKlecd  is  clearly  intimated  in  the  words  of  our  text,  Unia 
him  thai  loved  us^  and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  bis  (rmn 
klaad.  It  is  on  this  account,  in  particuhr,  that  fatvation, 
according  to  the  gofpel,  is  faid  to  be  free,  and  of  Rtace, 
that  is  to  fay,  an  a£t  of  unmerited  and  voluntary  kindnefs, 
which  the  finner  had  no  title  to  demand  :  Rom*  iii.  23, 
24,  2  J,  "  For  all  have  finned,  and  come  flioa  of  the 
"  glory  of  God  i  being  jufiificd  freely  by  hia  grace, 
"  through  the  redemption  that  is  in  Jefus  Chrift :  whom 
"  God  hath  fet  forth  to  be  a  propiiiation  through  faith  in 
"  his  blooil,  to  declare  his  righteoufnefs  for  the  rcmifliori 
"  of  fins  that  are  paH,  through  the  forbearance  of  God/* 

Believe  it,  ChriHians,  this  is  the  proper  excrcifc  of 
mercy  ;  and  here  the  divine  mercy  fhines  and  reigns. 
Without  this,  it  is  not  obfcured  oiiK%  but  annihilated  or 
dcllroycd-  But,  oh  !  whnt  a  view  docs  this  give  us  of  the 
love  of  Chrift!  What  in  imprefiion  will  his  love  make 
on  all  thofe  who  are  truly  convinced  of  their  gtiilt  and 
wretchednefs !  This  is  the  very  hinge  upon  which  the 
whole  doftrine  of  falvation  turns.  I  hope  you  are  not 
difpofed  to  make  any  oppofid^n  to  it.  But  alas !  it  is  not 
fufficient  to  have  learned  it  as  a  fcience,  to  have  been 
taught  it  as  making  a  part  of  the  Chriftian  faith  ;  it  is  ano- 
ther matter  to  have  a  real  and  perfonal  conviftion  of  it 
upon  the  heart.  Why  is  the  love  of  Chrift  fo  cold  a  fub- 
jecl  to  the  generality  of  the  world,  but  becaufe  they  have 
no  fenfe  of  their  guilt  and  mifery  ?  I  am  even  afraid,  that 
many  of  the  zealous  advocates  for  this  truth  have  but  lit- 
tle exf>erience  of  its  power,  and  live  but  little  under  the 
influence  of  it  in  their  pradiice.  Where,  indeed,  is  the 
perfon  to  be  found,  who  does  full  juftice  to  the  Saviour, 
and  confiders  his  love  as  wholly  unmerited  and  free  ?  The 
moft  evangelical  expreffions  do  often  confift  with  the  moft 
legal  and  felf-righteous  affections.  Let  me  try,  however, 
before  I  leave  this  particular,  if  I  can  make  you  underftand 
it,  even  though  you  fliould  not  feel  it.  Suppofe  any  of 
you  were  upon  the  moft  deliberate  and  compofed  refleftion, 
upon  the  moft  particular  and  clofe  examination,  fenfible 
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that  you  jnftly  deferved  to  be  banillied  from  the  divine 
prefence,  and  caft  into  everlalling  fire ;  and  that  your 
bleffed  Saviour,  when  there  was  no  other  way  to  prevent 
it,  did  fave  you  by  the  facrifice  of  himfelf ;  tell  me,  what 
would  you  not  owe  to  him  ?  what  words  would  you  find 
to  exprefs  your  love  to  him,  or  your  fenfe  of  his  love  to 
you  ?  There  have  been  fome  convinced  finners  fo  rivet- 
ted,  if  I  may  fpeak  fo,  to  this  circumftance,  that  they 
could  find  little  other  way  of  meafuring  the  love  of  Chrift, 
but  by  looking  into  themfelves ;  and  to  whom,  indeed,  it 
has  been  enough  to  illuftrate  the  greainefs  of  his  mercy 
that  they  were  not  confumed.     To  this  add, 

3.  The  love  of  Chrift  is  unsolicited  love.  It  took  its 
rife,  not  from  thofe  who  flood  in  need  of  it,  but  from  him 
who  bellowed  it.  It  was  not  the  effcft  of  our  earneft  im- 
portunity, but  of  his  own  infinite  mercy.  This  is  a  cir- 
cumftance  which  we  ought  by  no  means  to  omit,  as  we 
find  it  particularly  taken  notice  of  in  Scripture  :  i  John 
iv.  10.  *'  Herein  is  love,  not  that  we  loved  God,  but  that 
"  he  loved  us,  and  fent  his  Son  to  be  the  propitiation  for 
"  our  fins  ;'*  and  in  the  fame  chapter,  verfe  19,  *'  We 
**  love  him  becaufe  he  firft  loved  us."  It  is  natural  to  ex- 
pedt,  that  thofe  who  are  in^mifery  Ihould  implore  the  af- 
fiftance  of  thofe  who  are  able  to  relieve  them,  or  that  thofe 
who  have  been  in  the  ofience  fliould  humble  themfelves 
before  thofe  who  have  it  in  their  power  to  puniih,  or  to 
ft)rgive  them.  But  it  was  quite  otherwife  here.  The  love 
of  Chrift  difcovered  itfelf,  when  we  were  in  open  rebellion 
againft  him  ;  or  in  the  words  of  the  apoflle  Paul,  Rom. 
V.  10.  "  While  we  were  enemies  we  were  reconciled  to 
**  God  by  the  death  of  his  Son." 

This  aifords  us  at  once  an  illuftration  of  the  love  of 
Chrift,  and  a  moving  pifture  of  our  own  deplorable  and 
guilty  ftate.  There  is  fomething  infinitely  more  noble 
and  generous  in  extending  mercy  to  the  miferablc,  with- 
out waiting  for  their  requeft,  than  when  it  is  hardly  pro- 
cured, or  as  it  were  extorted,  by  importunity  and  folicita- 
tion.  And  does  it  not  prefent  us  with  a  melancholy 
profpeft  of  our  natural  ftate,  that  we  are  not  only  unwor- 
tk^  to  receive,  but  unwilling  tM|yhyn»^  ?  I  defire, 
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my  brethren,  that  you  may  not  coafider  this  as  only  re- 
laiingto  mankind  in  general,  and  the  vokmtary  purpofe 
of  grace  and  incrcy  from  above  in  iheir  fdvor,  but  as  what 
makes  a  part  of  the  experience  of  every  partkular  con- 
vert* As  the  ofier  of  mercy  is  made  to  blm  freely,  fo  he 
will  and  mull  be  fenftble  how  cold  and  unthankful  a  re* 
ception  he  hatb  often  gt^cn  to  the  propofak  He  wUl  be 
fcnfibte  what  reCftance  he  hath  often  made  to  the  dcfign  of 
the  gofpel ;  what  exception  he  hath  taken  at  the  terms  of 
it ;  and  with  how  much  difficulty  he  was  at  laft  indiiced 
to  comply  with  iL  I  am  perfiiaded  there  arc  few  circum. 
Ilanccrs  in  the  love  of  ChriR  that  are  more  affefting  to  a 
believer,  than  to  remember  his  own  obitinacy,  when  a 
finncr,  and  his  backwardne fs  to  accept  of  the  invitations  of 
the  Saviour,  After  he  hath  reftcd  his  hope  on  the  divine 
mercy,  after  he  hath  been  made  willing  in  a  day  of  divine 
power,  and  hath  obtained  feme  comfortable  evidence  of 
the  divine  favor^  bow  does  he  tremble  at  the  thoughts  of  his 
former  refi  dance  !  how  does  he  wonder  at  tiic  patience  of 
God,  and  adore  that  viflorious  love,  which  ftormed  hii 
heart,  as  well  as  paid  the  price  of  his  redemption  ! 

We  find  this  particularly  the  cafe  with  thofe  who  ha- 
ving been  for  a  feafon  remarkably  profligate,  are  faved  as 
brands  from  the  burning.  They  cannot  help  recoUeft- 
ing  their  former  condition,  their  profane  madnefs ;  and 
wondering,  with  a  mixture  of  gratitude  and  fear,  that 
they  were  not  cut  off  in  their  wickednefs,  and  made  mo- 
numents of  divine  vengeance.  Far  from  dcfiring  a  fliare 
in  the  love  of  Chriil,  they  were  perhaps  doing  their  utmoft 
in  contempt  of  his  name,  and  in  oppofition  to  his  intereft. 
Yet,  Rom.  x.  20,  "  was  he  found  of  them  that  fought  him 
"  not,  and  made  manifeft  to  them  that  afked  not  after 
"  him :"  they  were  powerfully  though  fwectly  conllrain- 
ed  to  return  to  God  through  him. 

4.  The  love  of  Chrift  is  a  distinguisbing  love,  which 
muft  neceffarily  and  greatly  enhance  the  obligation  of 
thofe  who  are  the  objedls  of  it.  \Vlien  one  perfon  is  paff- 
ed  by,  and  another  is  chofen,  either  to  be  delivered  from 
impending  danger,  or  to  be  made  partaker  of  extraordina- 
ry blei&ngSy  the  Ipfs  or  fuffering  of  the  onp,  fi^ms  to  &t 
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oiF  the  fuperior  ijappinefs  of,  or  the  favor  beftowed  upon 
the  other.  To  apply  this  to  the  fubje£l  we  are  now  upon, 
there  is  a  double  dilUndlion  pointed  out  in  fcripture  ;  one 
of  our  nature,  in  oppoficion  to  the  fallen  angels ;  and  the 
other,  of  particular  perfons,  as  the  veffels  of  mercy, 

(i.)     There  is  an  evident  diftlnSlion  between  our  na- 
ture  and  that  of  the  fallen  angels  :  Heb.  ii-  i6.  **  For  ve- 
*'  rily  he  took  not  on  him  the  nature  of  angels ;  he  took 
*«  on  him  the  feed  of  Abraham."     2  Pet.  ii.  4.    '*  God 
'*  fpared  not  the  angels  that  finned,  but  call  them  down  to 
*'  hell,  and  delivered  them  into  chains  of  darknefs,  to  be 
*^  rcfervcd  unto  judgment."     I  am  fenfible,  that  upon  this 
fubjeft  we  may  be  fometimes  in  danger  of  fpeaking  with 
impropriety,  efpecially  if  we  pretend  to  affign  the  rea- 
fons  of  God's  procedure,  any  further  than  he  hath  been 
ple.ifed  himfclf  explicitly  to  reveal  them.     There  can  be 
no  doubt  that  the  Lord  of  all,  God  infinitely  wife,  had  the 
bed  reafons  for  his  conduft,  the  moil  noble  and  excellent 
purpofes  in  view  in  every  thing  that  he  ordained ;  but 
diey  are  not  difcovered  to  us,  and  perhaps  they  are  above 
our  comprehenfion.     The  fingle  point  we  are  called  to 
attend  to,  is  the  diilin£tion,  infinitely  gracious,  which  is 
made  in  our  favor.  A  Saviour  is  provided  for  us,  a  mercy 
infinite  in  itfelf,  and  the  more  highly  to  be  prized,  that 
(Jude,  verfe  6)  the  angels,  our  fellow-creatures,  "  who 
**  kept  not  their  firll  eftate,  but  left  their  own  habitation, 
**  he  hath  refervfd  in  everlafting  chains  under  darknefs, 
*'  unto  the  judgment  of  the  great  day."     If  we  (hould  at- 
tempt a  comparifon  between  ourfelves  and  thefe  fpirits  of 
higher  order,  we  could  find  no  ground  of  preference  in  our 
own  favor;  perhaps  we  fliould  find  many  things  that 
might  fceni  to  operate  a  contrary  way  ;  but  it  is  fafcft,  in 
humility  and  gratitude  to  fay  with  the  Pf;:lmift,  Pfal.  cxv. 
3,  "  Our  God  is  in  the  heavens,  he  bath  done  whatfocver 
«'  he  pleafed." 

(2.)  But  this  is  not  all ;  there  is  alfo  a  diftindlion  of 
particular  perfons  as  the  veiTels  of  mercy.  Since  I  am  in* 
troducing  this  fubjedl,  to  prevent  mifiakes,  I  mud  obferve, 
that  every  finner  of  the  race  of  Adam  who  (hall  perifb 
eternally,  4^11  .iUft  BCrilb  moll  juftly ;  bis  bloq4  Ch^tll  lie 
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H  his  own  door,  and  he  fhall  he  found  guilty  of  rejc^ing 
ihe  CQunfd  of  God  againfl  hiinrelH  At  the  fame  tline,  all 
who  are  cffeftually  brought  to  the  faving  knowledge  of 
God  through  Chriftj  (hall  he  obliged  to  confefs,  that  they 
\vere  brought  in  by  almighty  power,  or,  in  the  language 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  i  Pet,  i*  z.  that  they  arc  ^*  cleft  accor- 
'*  ding  to  the  foreknowledge  of  God  the  Father^  through 
**  fandlfi cation  of  the  Spirit  unto  obedience^  and  fprink- 
"  ling  of  the  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift-" 

Qn  this,  as  on  the  former  branch  of  this  head,  it  may  be 
obferved,  that  we  mufl  not  prefunie  to  penetrate  into  the 
iinfearchable  depth  of  the  divine  counfels  ;  but  at  the  lame 
time  it  muft  be  remembered,  that  we  are  not  permitted^ 
and  cannot  pretend,  to  find  the  reafons  of  jireference  in 
ourfclves;  for  no  fieth  may  glory  in  his  prefence*  God 
in  many  i^afTages  aflerts  his  own  fovereignty  and  perfeil 
liberty  in  the  diflribuiion  of  his  grace :  Rom*  ix*  15,  16* 
"  For  he  faith  to  Mofes,  I  will  have  mercy  on  whom  I 
**  will  have  mercy,  and  I  will  have  compaiCon  on  whom  I 
'*  will  have  compaflion.  So  then  it  is  not  of  him  that 
**  willeth,  nor  of  him  that  runneth,  but  of  God  that  fliew- 
**  eth  mercy."  And  again,  in  the  18th  verfe,  "  There- 
V  fore  hath  he  mercy  on  whom  he  will  have  mercy,  and 
**  whom  he  will  he  hardeneth."  Nothing  can  be  harder, 
indeed,  than  for  the  proud  and  carnal  mind  to  bow  before 
the  fovereignty  of  God ;  yet  nothing  is  more  evident,  than 
that  the  deftinatton  of  the  veflels  of  mercy.doth  not  proceed 
upon  the  ordinary  grounds  of  human  eftimation.  Nay,  there 
feems  to  be  an  exprefs  defign  to  (lain  the  pride  of  all  hu- 
man glory  :  i  Cor.  i.  26,  27.  "  For  you  fee  your  calling 
"  brethren,  how  that  not  many  wife  men  after  the  flefh, 
"  not  many  mighty,  not  many  noble  are  called.  But  God 
"  hath  chofen  the  foolifh  things  of  the  world,  to  confound 
"  the  wife  ;  and  God  hath  chofen  the  weak  things  of  the 
"  world,  to  confound  the  things  which  are  mighty."  Ex- 
perience daily  illuftrates  this  ;  for  while  we  fee  fomc 
brought  to  an  entire  fubmifSon  to  the  gofpel,  and  an  obe- 
dient conformity  to  the  will  of  God,  we  fee  many  of  equals 
or  of  gteater  rank,  of  equal  or  of  greater  ability  and  en- 
dowmenu  oi  mind^  and  fovorcd  with  eqoal  or  fuperior  ad- 
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.vantages  and  opportunities  of  inftrudion,  who  yet  con- 
tinue to  bear  the  marks  of  reprobation.  The  fame  mercies 
difpofe  one  to  thankfulnefs,  and  infpire  another  with  pride. 
The  fame  trials  will  foften  one  heart,  and  harden  another. 
All  this  our  Redeemer  makes  the  fubjeft  of  a  folemn 
thankfgiving  to  God,  Luke  x.  21.  "  In  that  hour  Jefus 
**  rejoiced  in  fpirit,  and  faid,  I  thank  thee,  O  Father^  Lord 
*^  of  heaven  and  earth,  that  thou  haft  hid  thefe  things  from 
"  the  wife  and  prudent,  and  haft  revealed  them  unto  babes: 
**  even  fo,  Father,  for  fo  it  feemed  good  in  thy  fight,"  Who 
that  believes,  in  this  aflembly,  will  prefume  to  take  the 
leaft  part  of  the  honor  of  it  to  himfelf,  or  will  refufe  to 
adore  the  diftinguifliing  love  of  God  I  And  how  often  muft 
thofe  who  bare  the  meftage  of  peace  be  obliged  to  feek  the 
caufe  of  an  unfuccefsful  gofpel  in  the  counfels  of  the  Moft 
High  ?  2  Cor.  iv,  3.  "  But  if  our  gofpel  be  hid,  it  is  hid 
*^  to  them  that  are  loft  ;  in  whom  the  god  of  this  world 
^^  hath  blinded  the  minds  of  them  which  believe  not,  left 
**  the  light  of  the  glorious  gofpel  of  Chrift,  who  is  the  im- 
**  age  of  God,  ftiould  ftiine  unto  them." 

5.  The  love  of  Chrift  was  an  expensive  love.  So  great 
a  deliverance  would  have  called  for  the  moft  humble  and 
thankful  acknowledgment,  though  it  had  been  as  much 
V)ithQut  price  to  the  Saviour  as  to  the  finner.  But  oh ! 
my  brethren,  how  far  was  it  otherwife !  and  what  (hall 
we  think  or  fay  of  the  love  of  Chrift,  when  we  confider 
how  much  it  coft  him  to  procure  falvation  for  us !  when 
we  confider  the  depth  of  his  humiliation,  the  variety,  the 
continuance,  and  the  greatnefs  of  his  fufferings  !  You  can- 
not  but  be  fenfible  how  frequent  mention  is  made  of  this 
in  fcripture,  or  rather  how  feldom  it  is  omitted  when  the 
love  of  Chrift  is  introduced  at  all.  It  is  the  circumftance 
particularly  pointed  at  in  the  text,  Unto  him  that  ioved  us^ 
and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  bis  own  blood.  The 
fame  thing  appears  from  the  other  doxologies,  or  a£ts  of 
worftiip  to  the  Saviour,  which  are  contained  in  this  book, 
as  Rev.  v.  9.  *'  And  they  fang  a  new  fong,  faying,  Thou 
*^  art  worthy  to  take  the  book,  and  to  open  the  feals  there- 
*^  of;  for  thou  waft  flain,  and  haft  redeemed  us  to  God 
^  by  thy  blood,"  ^MMHIMliikfrom  the  frequent  tiu^a^ 


tion  of  the  crors  of  Chrifi,  Dn  which  his  Ajfretingf  v*#ft 
completed,  N:i)s  of  fe  much  moment  ivns  this,  thnt  it 
feems  10  have  made  the  fum  of  the  gofpel,  as  preached 
by  chc  spoflles;  r  Cor.  iK  2,  "  For  1  determinrd  tiot  to 
**  know  any  thing  among  you,  fave  Jefiis  Chnll,  and  hini 
**  crucifiedi*' 

The  fuffcrinps  of  Chrifl,  then,  OTight  to  be  efer  piefent 
to  the  mind  of  the  believer*  The  neceflTity  and  impor* 
t.ince  of  this  15  plam  from  both  the  feals  of  the  covenant 
ef  grace.  The  uater  in  bnptifm  reprefents  the  blood  nf 
ChriO ;  and  we  are  told,  Rom.  vi.  3,  "  Know  ye  not^ 
*^  that  fo  many  of  us  as  were  baptized  into  Jcfus  Chrift» 
'"  Were  biipti zed  into  his  death."  The  infiiuiucn  of  the 
Ix)rd's  flipper  alfo  had  the  nemembrauce  of  Chr ill's  fiif- 
ferin^js,  as  its  dire&  and  immediate  intention  ;  1  Cor.  ?cK 
24,  25,  16.  *'  And  when  he  had  given  timnks,  he  brake 
**  It,  ctnd  faid.  Take,  eat ;  this  is  my  body,  which  is  bro* 
**  ken  for  you  :  this  do  in  remembrance  of  mc.  After  the 
"  fame  manner  alfo  he  took  the  cup,  when  he  hadfupptd, 
*'  faying,  Th^s  cop  is  the  new  tetUment  in  m\  hlo.  J  : 
**  this  do  ye,  as  ofi  as  ye  drink  it,  in  remembrance  of  me. 
"  For  as  ofien  as  ye  eat  this  bread,  ai^d  drink  this  cup, 
**  ye  do  fhew  the  Lord's  death  till  he  come."  Remember, 
then,  ChrilVians,  how  he  left  the  throne  of  his  glory,  and 
took  upon  him  the  form  of  a  fervant.  Remember  him 
defpifed  and  rejefted  of  men,  a  man  of  forrows,  and  ac- 
quainted with  grief.  His  life,  indeed,  was  one  continued 
fcene  of  forrow,  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave, 

I  hope  the  particulars  of  his  fufferings  are  not  ftrangers 
to  your  meditations :  may  the  Lord  enable  yon  to  con. 
template  them  with  faith  and  love.  Remember  his  agony 
in  the  garden,  when  he  fufFered  from  his  Father's  hand : 
For  "  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  bruife  him,  and  to  put  him  to 
**  grief.^'  Think,  O  Ghriftian,  what  it  was  to  redeem  a 
loft  world,  when  you  hear  him  faying,  as  in  John  xii.  27. 
^  Now  is  my  foul  troubled  ;  and  what  fhall  I  fay  ?  Fa- 
**  ther,  fave  me  from  this  hour;  but  for  this  caufe  came 
**  I  unto  this  hour.'*  Remember  him  fei'zed  by  the  treach- 
ery of  one  of  his  Own  difciples ;  accufed  and  arraigned  a^ 
a  felon ;  dragged  tp  the  Qibotialbf  tn  .anri|^teous  judge  \ 
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clothed  with  t  purple  robe,  and  crowned  with  thorns  in 
derifion  of  his  kingly  office;  feverely  fcourged;  blind* 
folded,  buffeted,  and  fpit  upon ;  and  the  whole,  indeed,  fo 
conduced  by  the  righteous  permiffion  and  unfeen  direc- 
tion of  divine  Providence,  that  hardly  any  expreffion,  ei- 
ther of  cruelty  or  contumely,  was  omitted.  Ceafe  to  won- 
der,  my  dear  friends,  that  profane  wretches  deride  the 
figns  of  his  fufferings,  when  you  remenjber  that  the  blind- 
ed rabble  attending  the  important  trial  were  permitted  to 
infult  him,  faying,  '*  Prophefy  unto  us,  thou  Chrift,  who 
**  is  he  that  fmote  thee." 

Remember  him  going  forth  without  the  camp,  bearing 
his  reproach.  Remember  that  fpotlefs  viftim,  the  Lamb 
of  God,  ftretched  upon  a  crofs,  and  nailed  to  the  accurfed 
tree,  while  he  fuffered  all  that  the  extremity  of  bodily  pain, 
and  the  mod  unutterable  anguilh  of  fpirit,  could  poffibly 
inflia  upon  an  innocent  creature.  No  wonder  that  the 
earth  did  (hake,  that  the  rocks  were  rent,  and  the  natural 
fun  refufed  to  give  his  light,  when  the  Sun  of  Righteouf- 
nefs  was  under  fo  great  an  eclipfe.  Did  the  Saviour  then 
willingly  fubmit  to  all  this  pain  and  ignominy  for  our 
fakes  ?  Was  not  this  the  moll  expenfive  love ;  and  can 
we  refufe  to  fay  with  the  multitude  of  the  heavenly  hoft. 
Rev.  V.  12.  "  Vf^onhy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  flain,  to  re- 
"  ceive  power,  and  riches,  and  wifdom,  and  ftrength,  and 
•*  honor,  and  glory,  and  blefling  ?'• 

6.  The  love  of  Chrift  was  the  moft  generous  and  disin- 
terested  love.  The  fuppofition  or  fufpicion  of  any  inter- 
efted  views  in  what  one  perfon  does  for  another,  nay,  even 
the  poffibility  of  his  ferving  any  purpofe  of  his  own  at  the 
lame  time,  greatly  abates  the  value  of  any  iavor,  and  lef- 
fens  the  fenfe  of  obligation.  But  nothing  of  this  kind  can 
be  fo  much  as  imagined  here.  It  was  giving  to  thofe  from 
whom  he  could  receive  nothing,  and  emptying  himfelf  of 
that  p^ory  to  which  the  whole  creation  could  not  make  any 
addition.  The  truth  is,  we  ought  to  confider  in  the  fiime 
-  light  every  other  mercy  of  God,  as  well  as  the  love  of 
Chrift  his  Son,  which  was  the  fource  of  them  all ;  Job 
xxii.  2,3,4.  *'  Can  a  man  be  profitable  unto  God,  as  he 
^  that  ii  wife  may  be  profitable  unto  himfelf?  Is  it  any 
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"  pleafure  to  Lbe  Ahnighty,  that  thou  art  righteous  i  or  it 
^^  it  gain  to  him,  that  thou  makcft  thy  ways  perfeft  t 
*'  Will  he  reprove  thee  for  fear  of  thee  ?  wili  he  enter  with 
"  thee  into  judgment  r"  And  to  the  fame  purpofe,  Job 
XXXV.  5.6,  7,  8»  "  Look  unto  the  heavens,  and  feCt  and 
*^  behokl  the  clouds,  which  are  higher  than  thou.  If  thou 
**  iinnefl,  what  doR  tliou  againll  him  I  or  if  thy  tranfgref- 
*'  fions  be  multiplied,  what  tlofi  thou  unto  him?  If  ttiou 
**  be  righteous,  what  giveli  thou  him  ?  or  what  receiveth 
''  he  of  thine  hand  ?  Thy  wickednefs  may  hurt  a  man  as 
'^  thou  art,  and  thy  righteoufnefs  may  profit  tiie  fon  of 
"  man.''  The  eflemial  glory  and  haf^pinefs  of  the  Deity, 
and  confequently  of  tlie  FAernal  fPord^  can  receive  no 
addition,  nor  fufFer  the  fmallelt  diminution,  from  the  Hate 
of  any,  or  of  all  his  creatures.  He  was  infinitely  happy  in 
himfelf  from  all  eternity,  before  there  was  man  or  angel 
to  fervc  him,  and  wouUl  have  continued  fo  tltough  they  had 
never  been.  How  infinitely  then  are  we  indebted  to  this 
generous  Saviour  !  u  iih  w^hat  gratitude  ought  we  to  cele- 
brate his  pure  and  difinterefled  love,  who  gracioufly  inter- 
pofed  in  our  behalf,  and  delivered  us  from  the  wrath  of 
God,  by  bearing  it  in  our  room  ! 

7.  In  the  la(l  place,  the  love  of  Chrid  was  a  mo{[  fruit- 
ful^ a€thc^  and  beneficent  love.  The  effeds  of  it  are  un- 
fpeakably  great ;  the  bleffings  which  weVeap  from  it  are 
not  only  infinite  in  number,  but  ineflimable  in  value. 
They  are  indeed  almofl:  as  valuable  as  their  price  was 
coftly-  It  was  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  fo  great  a  perfon 
would  be  employed  upon  a  trivial  work,  or  an  infinite 
price  paid  for  an  inconfiderable  purchafe.  But  how,  my 
brethren,  ihall  we  form  any  adequate  conception  of  the 
benefits  that  flow  from  our  Redeemer's  death  ?  All  that  is 
neceflary  for  us,  all  that  is  defirable  to  us,  all  that  is  tru- 
ly precious  in  itfelf,  is  efFeftually  made  ours  :  Rom.  viii. 
32.  **  He  that  fpared  not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered  him 
"  up  for  us  all,  how  fliall  he  not  with  him  alfo  freely  give 
"  us  all  things  ?"  i  Cor.  i.  30.  "  But  of  him  are  ye  in 
''  Chrill  Jefus,  who  of  God  is  made  unto  us  wifdom,  and 
*'  righteoufnefs,  and  fanftification,  and  redemption." 
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(i.)  We  are  through  Chrift  delivered  from  condemna- 
tion :  Rom.  viii.  i.  ''  There  is  therefore  now  no  con-* 
**  demnation  to  them  which  are  in  Chrift  Jefus,  who  walk 
**  not  after  the  flefh»  but  after  the  Spirit."  Do  you  know 
any  thing  of  a  fenfe  of  guilt  ?  Does  your  Creator's  power 
and  greatnefs  ever  make  you  afraid  ?  Have  you  trembled 
at  the  approach  of  the  king  of  terrors  ?  Or  of  that  day  of 
righteous  judgment,  when  God  (hall  render  to  every  man 
according  to  his  works  ?  Chrift  our  Saviour  hath  delivered 
us  "  from  the  wrath  to  come.*'  This  is  the  firft  ground 
of  the  apollle's  afcription  in  the  text :  Unto  bim  that 
loved  us^  and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  his  own  blood. 
Hear  alfo  the  apoftle's  triumphant  affurance,  Rom.  viii. 
33»  34*  "  Who  fhall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  .God's 
"  elcft?  It  is  God  that  juftifieth  :  who  is  he  that  con- 
*•  demneth  ?  It  is  Chrift  that  died,  yea  rather,  that  is  rifen 
**  again,  who  is  even  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  who  alfo 
^  maketh  interceflion  for  us.*' 

(2.)  Through  Chrift  the  believer  is  aflured,  that  he 
(hall  receive  every  thing  that  is  neceflary  for  him  in  his 
paftage  through  the  world.  The  Spirit  is  purchaled  and 
bcftowed  to  lead  him  into  all  truth,  and  to  fanclify  him 
wholly.  Chrift  did  not  fatisfy  himfelf  with  cancelling  our 
guilt,  but  made  efFedtual  provifion  for  the  renovation  of 
our  nature.  The  Spirit  is  alfo  given  as  a  fpirit  of  confo- 
lation.  He  is  ftyled  the  Comforter^  who  fliall  abide  with 
us  forever.  Without  enlarging  at  this  time  on  the" com- 
forts of  the  gofpel,  they  are  fuiBciently  commendecUn  the 
following  words  of  the  apoftlc,  Phil.  iv.  7.  "  And  the 
. "  peace  of  God  which  pafTeth  all  underftanding,  Ihall  keep 
"  your  hearts  and  minds  through  Chrift  Jefus."  To  thefe 
add  a  fandtified  providence.  As  many  as  are  reconciled 
to  God  through  Chrift,  may  reft  fatisfied  that  all  things 
Ihall  work  together  for  their  good.  The  moft  oppofite 
events,  profperity  and  adverfity,  health  and  ficknefs,  ho- 
nor  and  reproach,  nay,  every  thing  without  exception, 
Ihall  be  fubfervient  to  their  intereft :  i  Cor.  iii.  21,  22,  23. 
**  For  all  things  are  yours  ;  whether  Paul  or  Apollos,  or 
•*  Cephas,  or  the  world,  or  life,  or  death,  or  things  pre- 
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**  fern,   nr  things  to  come*  all  »re  yours;    and  yc  ar^ 
**  Clirifts ;  and  Chriii  is  God's-" 

(3  )  Tiirough  CbriR  the  believer  is  cntUltrdto cv^Haft* 
inggiory  and  happineu!,  in  the  enjoyment  ot  God  to  all 
eiernity-  This  was  aiiioag  the  bit  things  he  told  hisdif- 
cipltis  before  he  left  the  worlds  John  xiv,  2,  3,  "In  my 
"  Father's  lioufe  are  many  manfions  ;  if  it  were  not  fo,  I 
*'  would  have  told  yoa :  I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for  jou. 
**  And  if  I  go  and  prep;ire  a  plate  for  you^  I  wiH  come 
"  attain,  and  receive  you  unto  myfelf,  that  where  I  am» 
*'  there  ye  may  be  alfo,"  You  are  this  day  to  comme* 
morate  your  Redeemer,  who  died  once  upon  a  crofs,  but 
YI-^o  has  now  been  many  a^es  upon  a  diione  ^  Rev,  i.  18* 
*^  I  am  he  that  liveth,  and  was  dead;  and  behold,  I  am 
**  alive  for  ever  more.  Amen;  and  have  the  keys  of  hell 
*'  and  death-"  He  is  able  to  make  his  faithful  difcTpIes 
more  dian  conquerors  over  all  their  fpiritua)  enemies ;  ori 
as  it  is  exprclTcd  in  the  paDTage  w  here  the  text  lies,  he  will 
make  them  kings  and  priests  to  God  and  bis  Father.  In 
tlic  paflk^e  immediately  preceding  the  text,  he  is  called 
the  fird  begotten  from  the  dead  ;  and  elfewhtre  we  are 
told,  that  the  order  of  the  relurreclion  is,  "  Chrill  the  firft 
^'  fruits,  and  afterwards  tliey  that  »^re  Chrift's  at  bis  co- 
♦*  ndng."  It  fhall  both  finifli  and  illullrate  his  love  when 
he  (hall  raife  them  that  ileep  in  the  dull ;  when  he  '••  Ihall 
•^^  change  their  vile  bodies,  that  they  may  be  falhioned  like 
**  unro  his  own  glorious  body,*  according  to  the  working 
**l  whereby  he  is  able  to  fubdue  all  things  unto  himfelf.'* 
At  prefent,  how  imperfect  are  our  difcoveries  ?  how  weak 
a,nd  feeble  our  conceptions  ?  how  cold  and  languid  our 
a^ediojis  !  Now  we  '*  fee  through  a  glal's  darkly,  but 
"  tl^n  face  to  face."  O  how  joyful  to  everj  believer  the 
deliverance  from  a  (late  of  fuffering,  temptation  and  fin, 
ar\d  the  poffeflion  of  perfedl  holinefs  and  unchangeable 
happuiefs !  And  O  how  great  the  oppofition  of  the  future 
tQ  the  prefent  Uate  !  No  more  ftruggling  with  the^vils 
of  life :  No  more  perplexity  or  anxious  care  for  food  and 
raiment ;  no  more  dillrei's  from  ficknefs  or  pain ;  no  pri- 
fans  nor  oppreflbrs  there ;  no  liars  nor  flanderers  there  ; 
nq.complaints  of  an^vilheart  there,  but  the  nioA  perfect 


1 


in  Hedemptiim*  365 

fecurity  of  ftate,  and  moft  unremitted  vigor  of  affe6Uon; 
How  fliall  the  ranfomed  of  the  Lord  then  fing  their  Re- 
deemer's  praife !  Rev.  i.  5,  6.  "  Unto  him  that  loved  us* 
t*  and  wafbed  us  from  our  fins  in  his  own  blood,  and  hath 
*^  made  us  kings  and  priefts  unto  God  and  his  father; 
^^  to  him  be  glory  and  dominion  for  ever  and  even 
**  Amen." 

II.  I  proceed  now  to  make  fome  pra£Ucal  improve* 
ment  of  what  hath  been  faid.  And, 
.  I.  Let  me  intreat  every  perfon  in  this  houfe  to  make 
the  following  obvious  refle£tion :  If  fo  great  are  the  obli- 
gations of  believers  to  the  love  of  Chrift,  how  dreadful 
mull  be  the  condition  of  thofe  who  die  in  their  fins !  The 
one  of  thefe  explains  and  iiluftrates  the  other.  The  be- 
liever can  owe  but  little,  if  the  deliverance  is  not  great* 
I  have  been  lately  fpeaking  of  the  happinefs  of  theeleft  of 
God,  in  being  (reed  from  the  miferies  of  the  prefent  date ; 
but,  oh !  imhappy  they  who  fhall  depart  from  this  life 
umreconciled  to  God :  *'*'  He  that  believetb  on  the  Son  hath 
^>  everlafting  life ;  but  he  that  believeth  not  the  Son,  fhall 
^  ^ot  fee  life,  but  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  him.'' — 
When  the  heirs  of  glory  ^<  fit  down  with  Abraham,  Ifaac, 
**  and  Jacob,  in  the  kingdom  of  their  Father,"  the  unbe* 
lieving  and  impenitent  fliall  be  caft  into  the  lake  of  fire, 
^  where  the  fraoke  of  their  torment  afcendeth  up  for  ever 
**  and  even*'  I  defire  to  put  you  in  mind  of  this,  under 
the  impreffion  of  this  important  truth.  That  nothing  but 
the  Ibvercign  grace  of  God  can  make  the  warning  eflpcc- 
tual ;  and  therefore  befeeching  him  to  accompany  it  with 
the  powerful  operation  of  his  Holy  Spirit.  At  the  fame 
time,  I  aflure  you,  that  if  you  rejed  the  counfel  of  God 
againd  yourfelves,  your  blood  fliall  be  upon  your  own 
heads.  Do  not  pretend  to  fay,  "  If  it  depends  upon  elec- 
^^  tion«  and  almighty  grace  is  neceffary,  all  our  endeavors 
*^  will  be  vain."  Secret  things  belong  only  to  God^  Hi$ 
purpofe  is  not  more  unchangeable  than  his  promifc  it 
fiuthfol.  Nay,  though  you  may  not  be  able  to  fee  it, .  nor 
I  to  explain  it,  they  are  perfedly  confiilent  the  one  with 
the.  other.    He  will  bt  Just  noben  btspcakctt^  andtketr 
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wbm  be  judgctbi  and  therefore  give  hcecl  to  the  e?ihorta'< 
tion,  not  in  my  wortl^  but  in  the  words  of  the  Holy 
£^4^f  PhiLil  12,  13.  "Workout  your  own  iklvation 
It  with  fear  and  trembling*  For  it  is  God  which  t*  orketh 
f  m  yon,  boih  ui  will  and  to  do  of  his  good  plealurc.'' 
,i.Know,  1  beleedi  you,  your  own  iiKicy.  The  ncccffi* 
ty  is  urgent  J  and  die  time  is  uncertain-  With  what  pro* 
pricty  may  tlie  words  of  the  apoltle  be  addrefi^d  to  every 
perloQ  in  every  fituatioo,  and  in  eveiy  age  !  2  Cor*  vi, 
1,2.  '^  We  then  as  workers  together  with  him,  befcccli 
%  you  alfo^  that  ye  receh^e  not  the  grace  of  God  hi  vain  : 
*'  for  he  faith,  I  have  heard  thee  in  a  time  accepted,  and 
V  in  theday  of  falvation  have  I  fuccoured  thee:  behold, 
W  now  is  the  accepted  time  ;  behold,  now  is  the  day  of 
*'  falvationJ'  Happy  ihey  who  IHU  hear  the  joyfcd  found! 
Happy  the  finner  who  is  not  yet  gone  to  his  ovn  pbce  1 
Flee,  flee  to  your  flrong  hold,  ye  prifoners  of  hope.^^ 
Coniider  the  aggravated  guilt  and  feven-fold  condcmrtati- 
on  of  the  defpilers  of  the  gofpeL  All  that  you  liavc  beard 
af  the  love  of  Chrift  ferves  to  Ihew  the  danger  of  his  ene- 
mies. Read  the  words  immediately  following  the  afcrip- 
tion  of  which  the  text  is  a  part,  (ver.  7.)  "  Behold^  he* 
**  Cometh  with  clouds ;  and  every  eye  fhall  fee  him,  and 
^Mhey  alfo  which  pierced  him  ;  and  all  kindreds  of  the 
*^  earth  fhall  wail  becaufe  of  him."  Read  alfo  this  awful 
defcription,  Rev.  vi,  14,  15, 16,  17.  *' And  the  heavens* 
"  departed  as  a  fcroU  when  it  is  rolled  together ;  and  eve- 
*J  ry  mountain  and  ifland  were  moved  out  of  their  places;: 
"  and  the  kings  of  the  earth,  and  the  great  men,  and  the 
**  rich  men,  and  the  chief  captains,  and  the  mighty  men,* 
*^  and  every  bond-man,  and  every  free-man,  hid  them- 
"  felves  in  the  dens,  and  in  the  rocks  of  the  mountains ; 
*^  and  faid  to  the  mountains  and  rocks.  Fall  on  us,  and 
**  iiide  us  from  the  face  of  him  that  fitteth  on  the  throne, 
"  and  from  the  wrath  of  the  Lamb :  for  the  great  day  of 
*t  his  wrath  is  come ;  and  who  fhall  be  able  to  fland  ?'* 
Mark  this  extraordinary  expreffion,  the  wratb  of  the 
Lamb^  that  meekeft  and  gentleft  of  all  creatures ;  teach- 
iog  us,  that  his  former  meeknefs,  and  patience,  and  fuf- 
£iaAgy..fl)alJi inflame  and  exafpcrate  bis  future  vengeance«^ 
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Could  I  conduct  you  to  the  gates  of  the  infernal  prifon,  I- 
am  perfuaded  you  would  hear  Judas  Ifcariot,  and  all  other 
treacherous  difciples,  crying  out,  *0  that  Chrift  had  never 
'  come  in  the  flelh !    The  thunders  of  Sinai  would  have 

*  been  lefs  terrible.     The  frowns  of  Jefus  of  Nazareth  are 

*  infupportable.      O.  the  dreadful,  painful,  and  uncom- 
Vmon  wrath  of  a  Saviour  on  the.  judgment-feat !' — ^Tbe 
Lord  fpeak  confolation  to  his  own  people,  and  pierce  the- 
hearts  of  his  enemies,  that  they  may  be  brought  to  repen- 
tance. 

2.  You  may  learn  from  what  has  been  faid,  that  the 
great  and  leading  motive  to  obedience  under  the  gofpel,  is 
a  deep  and  grateful  fenfe  of  redeeming  love.     This  runs 
through  the  whole  writings  of  the  New  Teftament.     It 
binds  the  believer  to  his  duty;  it  animates  him  to  dilt-i 
gence ;  it  fills  him  with  comfort :  2  Cor,  v.  14, 15.  "  For 
"  the  love  of  Chrift  conilraineth  us,  becaufis  we  thus  judge» 
*^  that  if  one  died  for  all,  then  were  all  dead:  and  that  he 
**  died  for  all,  that  they  which  live,  fhould  not  henceforth. 
"  live  unto  tnemfelves,  but  unto  him  which  died  for  them, 
*'•  and  rofe  again."     Gal.  ii.  19,  20.  *'For  I  through  the^ 
*^  law  am  dead  to  the  law,  that  I  might  live  unto  God.     I 
*'  am  crucified  with  Chrift ;  neverthelefs  I  live ;  yet  not 
"  I,  but  Chrift  liveth  in  me;  and  the  life  which  I  now 
**  live  in  the  flefli,  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God, 
**  who  loved  me,  and  gave  himfelf  for  me."     That  this 
motive  will  have  the  moft  powerful  influence  on  the  be- 
liever's conduft,  is  evident  both  from  reafon  and  cxperi- 
ence.  No  principle  takes  a  fafter  hold  of  the  human  heart, 
than  gratitude  for  favors  received.     If  the  mercies  be  cor- 
dially  accepted,  and  highly  efteemcd,  which  is  certainly 
the  cafe  here,  nothing  can  withftand  its  influence.     It 
reconciles  the  heart  to  the  moft  difficult  duties ;  nay,  it 
even  difpofes  the  believer  to  court  the  opportunity  of  ma- 
king  fome  fignal  fucrifice,  in  teftimony  of  his  attachment. 
Love  fincere  and  fervent  overcomes  all  difficulties ;  or 
rather,  indeed,  it  changes  their  nature,  and  makes  labor 
and  fufiering  a  fource  of  delight  and  latisfa£tion.     Let  but 
the  Saviour's  intereft  or  honor  feem  to  be  concerned,  and 
the  believer,  who  feels  how  much  he  is  indebted  to  him, 


S«8 


The  I^Foe  of  Cbmt 


will  cheerfully  embrace  the  call,  and  fet  no  bounds  to  Iris 
compliance,  This  Ihows  how  much  beauty  and  force 
there  is  in  oar  Lord's  manner  of  recommending  Jove  and 
companion  to  our  fcllow^cfcatures,  Matthew  xKv.  40. 
"  And  the  king  fhall  anfwer  and  fay  umo  tbem»  Verily  I 
"  fay  unto  you,  In  as  much  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one 
**  of  the  leall  of  thefe  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto 
"  me/'  But  to  *hat  purpofc  do  I  dwell  upon  this  fub- 
jeft  ?  for  a  fenfe  of  redeeming  lo\'e  is  not  only  the  moft 
pOM^erful  motive  to  every  other  duty>  bi;t  is  itfelf  the  p<tf- 
leffion  and  cxercife  of  the  firll  duty  of  the  mor^l  law,  fts 
well  as  the  fum  and  fubftancc  of  evangelical  holinefs,  vi^* 
the  love  of  God-  The  firll  fin,  by  ^htch  our  nature  fell, 
was  a  diftruft  of,  and  departure  from  God;  and  the  ma- 
lignity of  every  fin  we  continue  to  commit^  con(i(i&  in 
giving  that  room  in  the  heart  to  fomething  clfe,  which  is 
due  only  to  God,  A  fenfe  of  redeeming  lovd  therefore, 
expels  the  enemy^  and  makes  up  the  breach,  as  thereby 
the  I0V&  of  God  is  shed  abroad  in  our  hearts. 

3.  You  may  fee,  from  what  has  been  faid,  the  neceflSty 
of  a  particular  application  of  the  truths  of  the  gofpel  to 
oUrfelves,  and  the  reliance  of  every  believer  upon  them 
as  the  foundation  of  his  own  hope.  I  have  fometimes  had 
occaiion  to  obferve  to  you,  that  it  is  very  doubtful,  whe- 
ther any  perfon  can  fo  much  as  approve  in  his  judgment 
the  truths  of  the  gofpel,  till  he  perceive  his  own  intereft 
in  them,  and  their  neceflity  to  his  peace.  Certain  it  is, 
the  world  that  lieth  in  wickednefs  generally  defpifes  them. 
However,  I  fhall  admit  as  a  thing  poffible,  that  a  bad  man 
may,  cither  by  imitation,  or  the  power  of  outward  evi- 
dence, embrace  the  gofpel  as  a  fyfteni  of  truth.  But  fure- 
ly  the  love  of  Chrift  can  neither  be  a  fource  of  comfort, 
nor  a  principle  of  obedience,  unlefs  he  coiifider  it  as  ter- 
minating  upon  himfelf.  Without  this,  the  whole  is  gene- 
ral, cold,  and  uninterefting.  But  when  he  confiders,  not 
only  the  certainty  of  the  truth,  but  the  extent  of  the  invi- 
tation, and  can  fay,  with  Thomas,  My  Lord^  and  my 
God^  then  indeed  the  ties  are  laid  upon  him ;  then  indeed 
be  begins  to  feel  their  conftraining  power ;  then  he  not 
only  contemplates  the  glory  of  God  in  the  grace  of  re- 
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Oemption,  hut  cheerfully  and  unfeignedly  confecrates 
himfelf  to  the  fervice  of  his  Redeemer*  ThiG  leads  me^ 
In  the 

•.  Fourth  and  laft  place,  to  invite  every  finner  in  this  af- 
fembly  to  accept  of  Chrift  as  his  Saviour,  and  to  rely  upon 
him  as  he  is  offered  in  the  gofpel.  To  the  fecure  and  in- 
fenfible,  I  know  it  is  in  vain  to  fpeak.  But  if  you  fee  )rour 
own  danger,  what  (hould  hinder  your  belief  and  reliance 
OR  the  Saviour  ?  If  you  either  need  or  defire  deliveraiioe, 
what  with-holds  your  acceptance  of  it,  when  it  is  not  only 
freely  oficred  to  you,  but  earneftly  urged  upon  you  ?  Can 
you  doubt  the  teftimony  of  the  Amen^  the  JaUbful  and 
true  witness  ?  The  blefllngs  of  his  purchafe  belong  not  to 
one  people  or  family,  but  to  e^ery  nation  under  beawn. 
The  commiilion  of  thofe  who  bear  his  meflage  is  unlimit- 
ed :  Mark  xvi.  15.  **  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach 
•*  the  gofpel  to  every  creature."  They  are  ofiered,  not 
only  to  the  virtuous,  the  decent,  and  regular,  but  to  the 
chief  of  (mners :  i  Tim.  i.  15.  **  This  is  a  faithful  faying, 
"  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation.  That  Chrift  Jefus  came 
**  into  the  world  to  fave  fmners ;  of  whom  I  am  chief;" 
Whoever  heareth  thefe  glad  tidings,  he  diihonoreth  God, 
he  (KHireth  contempt  on  his  Saviour's  love,  and  he  \iTong- 
eth  his  own  foul,  if  he  does  not  receive  confolation  from 
them^  Be  not  hindered  by  what  you  fee  in  yourfelves, 
unlefs  you  are  in  love  with  fin,  and  afraid  of  being  divor. 
ced  from  it.  The  gofpel  is  preached  to  finners.  It  does 
not  expe£t  to  find  them,  but  it  is  intended  to  make  them 
holy.  A  deep  and  inward  fenfe  of  your  own  unworthinefs, 
unlefs  it  is  prevented  by  the  deceiver,  fhould  only  make 
you  more  highly  efleem  the  grace  of  the  gofpel,  and  more 
willingly  depend  on  your  Redeemer's  love. 

I  conclude  with  the  invitation  which  he  himfelf  gives  to 
the  weary  imner,  Matt  xi.  28,  29, 30.  ^^  Come  unto  me, 
^^  all  ye  that  labor,  and  are  heavy  li^en,  and  I  will  give 
**  you  reft.  Take  my  yoke  upon  you,  and  learn  of  me ; 
*^  fof  I  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart :  and  ye  fliall  find 
^  reil  unto  your  fouls.  For  my  yoke  is  eafy,  and  my 
**  burden  is  light." 
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SERMON  7. 


I  PETER  i.  12.  laft  claufe. 

Which  things  the  Angels  desire  to  look  into. 

ACTION    SERMON. 

MY  brethren,  A  ferious  and  attentive  mind,  on  pe- 
rufing  the  facred  volume,  can  hardly  help  being^ 
often  ftruck  both  with  the  fentiments  and  language  of  the 
infpired  writers  on  the  fubjeft  of  redemption.  With  what 
a  deep  veneration  of  foul,  with  what  warmth  of  aflre£lion, 
with  what  tranfports  of  adoring  thankfulnefs,  do  they  fpcak 
of  the  plan  laid  by  divine  wifdom  for  the  falvation  of  loft 
fistners,  by  the  crofs  of  Cbrift !  A  perfon  poffeflcd  only  of 
underllanding  and  tafte,  may  admire  thefe  fallies  of  holy 
fervor,  for  the  elevation  of  thought  and  boldnefs  of  expref- 
fion,  which  a  man's  being  in  good  earned  on  an  interefling 
fubje£t  doth  naturally  infpire.  But  happy,  happy,  and 
only  happy,  that  foul  who,  from  an  inward  approbation, 
can  receive,  reliih,  and  apply  thofe  glorious  things  that  are 
fpoken  of  the  name,  character,  and  undertaking  of  the  Sa- 
viour of  finners. 

You  may  obfcrve,  that  there  are  two  different  fubjefts, 
in  general,  on  which  the  writers  of  the  New  Teftament 
are  apt  to  break  out,  and  enlarge,  when  they  are  confi- 
dering  or  commending  the  myftery  of  redemptiori.    One 
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if,  the  glorj^  of  Gal»  as  it  appears  in  it ;  the  luQrc  of  di- 
vine power,  wifdoni,  and  grace,  which  reigns  through  the 
whole*  The  (tcoiid  is,  the  imfpcakable  intereft  which 
we  iiave  in  ir^  from  the  danger  efcaped  on  the  one  hand» 
and  the  exalted  hopes  lo  which  wc  are  raifed  by  h,  on  the 
other  I  cannot  help  putting  you  in  mind*  that  rhefe 
two  things  arc  fo  infcparably  joined^  that  none  can  forget 
or  be  inlcnfibic:  of  either  of  them,  without  in  reality  defpi- 
fing  both.  And  as  a  view  of  the  divine  glory  feems  mod 
immediately  calculated  to  affifl  and  coniinue  a  proper 
worlhipping  frame,  I  intend^  that  this  fliall  lead  the  way 
in  our  meditations  on  this  occafton.  The  facrament  of 
tlie  Lord's  iupper  is  called  the  Eucharist^  or  facrifice 
ofpraife;  and  therefore  very  fit  for  adoring  contempla- 
tion* 

ITie  words  which  I  have  read  are  the  conclufion  of  the 
apoftlc  Peter^s  account  of  the  gradual  unfolding  of  this 
great  dcfign  of  Providence  ;  and  ihcy  contain  a  llriktng 
and  extraordinar)'  fentiment.  That  the  angels  thcmfelves 
are  filled  with  a  holy  curiofity  to  fearch  into  the  myfteiy 
of  redemption-  Few  commentators  have  failed  to  obferve, 
that  the  word  here  tranflated  ia  look  ////<?,  properly  fignihes^ 
iQ  Stoop  or  befid  dawn^  and  examine  V)ub  the  strictest  at- 
Untion.  This,  my  brethren,  gives  us  a  very  exahed  view 
of  the  fcheme  of  redemption,  as  a  leading  defigu  in  the 
government  of  God,  that  thefe  pure  and  exalted  fpirits^ 
not  only  adore  it  as  a  part  of  their  Creator's  will,  but  that 
they  arc  loft  and  fwallowed  up  in  the  contemplation  of  it, 
and  fee  fuch  a  feries  of  wonders,  as  they  are  not  able  to 
comprehend.  If  this  is  fo,  let  us  ne  longer  pollpone  the 
following  refledlion :  How  much  more  are  we,  the  inter- 
efted  parties,  called  to  adore  and  dwell  on  this  myftery 
of  love,  on  which  our  falvation  from  deferved  wrath,  ami 
poflcffion  of  infinite  felicity  to  all  eternity,  is  fufpended ! 
1  cannot  find  a  more  proper  fubjeft  for  an  introdudlion 
to  the  facred  and  folemn  fervice  of  this  day  ;  and  there- 
fore I  beg  your  attention,  while  I  endeavor,  in  dependance 
on  divine  grace,  to  illuftrate  the  aflertion  in  the  text,  by 
mentioning  fome  particulars  in  the  myftery  of  redempti- 
on, which  are  probably  the  fubjeft  of  adoring  inquiry,  and 
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perhaps  holy  aftonilhment,  to  thofc  celeflial  fpirits.  Ha- 
ving done  this,  I  will  conclude  with  fome  improvement  of 
die  lubjeft,  for  affiding  you  in  your  prefent  duty, 

I.  Firft,  then^  we  are  to  mention  thofe  circumflances 
in  the  myllery  of  redemption  which  arc  probably  the  fub- 
jedl  of  adoring  enquiry,  or  perhaps  holy  aftonilhment,  to 
the  angels  of  God.  The  angels,  though  they  are  exalted 
creatures,  are  yet  plainly  of  limited  capacity.  There  are 
many  things  of  which  they  are  ignorant :  Matth.  xxiv. 
36.  "  But  of  that  day  and  hour  knoweth  no  man,  no,  not 
"  the  angels  of  heaven,  but  my  Father  only."  And  as 
their  employment  is  to  be  meflengers  and  miniftersof  God, 
with  fome  inferior  agency  in  the  conduft  of  his  provi- 
dence  ;  fo  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  much  of  their  hap^ 
pinefs  confifts  in  the  contemplation  of  the  nature  and  glo- 
ry of  God,  as  difcovered  in  his  works.  They  are  repre- 
fented  in  the  book  of  Job  as  joyful  witnefles  of  the  crea- 
tion and  birth  of  this  lower  world :  Job  xxxviii.  6,  7. 
•*  Whereupon  are  the  foundations  thereof  fattened  ?  or 
**  who  laid  the  corner-ftone  thereof  ?  when  the  morning. 
**  liars  fang  together,  and  all  the  fons  of  God  ihouted  for 
**  joy."  The  ftate  of  the  church  is  alfo  reprefentcd  as 
difcovering  to  them  the  divine  wifdom :  £ph.  iii.  lo. 
*'  To  the  intent  that  now  unto  the  principalities  and  pow- 
*'  ers  in  heavenly  places  might  be  known  by  the  church 
•*  the  manifold  wifdom  of  God." 

Let  us,  therefore,  confider  what  circumAances  in  the 
myttery  of  redemption  may  be  fuppofed  to  ftrike  them 
moft  with  aftonilhment  and  wonder.  This  we  cannot  do 
without  finding  ourfelves  greatly  intereded,  and  called  to 
the  deepeft  humility,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  bigheft  ex- 
ercife  of  gratitude  and  love.     And, 

I.  The  firft  thing  I  ftiaJl  mention  is  die  incarnation  of 
tlie  Son  of  God ;  the  union  of  the  divine  and  human  na- 
ture, by  the  Word's  being  made  fleJh.  This  is  iiKleed  the 
6rft  thing  to  be  confidered,  both  in  order  and  in  rank.  O 
wonderful  union  indeed !  Well  might  the  apoflle  fay,  i 
Tim.  iii.  16.  '*-  Without  coatrovcrfy,  great  is  the  myftery 
^^  of  godKnefs:  God  was  mani&ft  iatheflefli,  juftified  in 
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*'  the  Spirit*  feen  of  angels,  preached  imto  the  GrntlleSi 
'*  believed  on  ui  the  worlds  received  up  into  ^lory,"  Hut 
Avhat  view  nuifl  the  atigels  have  of  ihi^  event  ?  ihofe  rIo- 
rious  and  aftive  beings,  who  are  thus  tk (bribed,  PIiiI*  cii% 
4*  **  Wlio  makeih  his  angels  fpirits,  his  miniHers  a  Ha- 
*'  inlng  fire/*  Their  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  God,  ns  a 
pure  and  immaculate  fpirit,  as  the  eternal,  ancreated,  fell- 
exiftent  Father  of  Spirits,  and  of  the  Son,  as  one  with  the 
Father,  who  *^*  thought  it  no  robbery  to  be  equal  with  Gcd," 
mult  deeply  aflontfli  them  at  this  marvellous  humiliation; 
that  he  fliould  become  one  perfon  iviih  a  creature^  and  that 
with  a  creature  lower  than  themfelves  ;  for  it  is  exprefsly 
faid,  that  "  he  was  made  a  little  lower  than  the  angels/* 
How  aftonifliinj^,  that  he  who  is  the  Lord  of  angels,  and 
whofe  diflance  from  the  higheft  of  all  created  fpiriis  is  not 
great  only,  but  inftnlte^  (hould  become  a  man,  by  taking 
to  htmfelf  a  true  body^  and  a  reafonable  foal ! 

It  is  more  than  probable  from  our  text,  efjiecially  when 
compared  with  the  context,  and  other  pafTages  of  fcrip- 
ture,  that  this  difcovery  was  made  to  the  anpels  only  gra- 
dually^  as  it  was  to  men.  They  could  not  but  have  inti- 
mations  of  God's  purpofe  of  mercy,  which  was  begun  and 
carried  on  immediately  after  the  fall ;  this,  however,  was 
done  in  a  manner  comparatively  dark  and  obfcure-  There 
have  been  indeed  fome  who  feem  to  me  to  have  gone  a 
litde  beyond  their  depth ;  and  who  have  fuppofed,  that 
God  difcovered  to  the  angels,  even  before  the  creation  of 
man,  the  fall,  which  he  forefaw,  and  the  method  by  which 
he  propofed  to  recover  a  chofen  remnant,  viz.  the  incar- 
nation of  his  own  Son  ;  that  the  fuperior  honor  done  to  an 
inferior  creature,  liirred  up  the  pride  and  envy  of  Lucifer, 
and  his  aflbciates  ;  and  that  in  this  confided  their  guilt  and 
apoftafy,  for  which  they  were  puniftied  with  an  immedi- 
ate banifhment  from  the  abodes  of  blifs,  and  are  now  re- 
fcrved  in  chains  under  darknefs  to  the  day  of  judgment. 

This  at  beft  is  but  mere  conjefture.  It  feems  much 
more  probable  that  they  learned  the  feveral  parts  of  this 
great  defign  of  mercy  in  their  gradual  accomplifhment. 
It  cannot  indeed  be  doubted,  that  the  angels  who  were 
concerned  in  the  miniftry  of  providence,  muft  have  knovra 
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early  of  the  intended  redemption,  and  the  Redeemer. 
Yet  when  they  are  faid,  as  in  the  text,  to  look  into  the 
things  preached  in  the  gofpel,  it  gives  reafon  to  conclude, 
that  the  incarnation  and  fuflFerlngs  of  Chrift  were,  with  re- 
gard  to  them,  as  well  as  to  us,  a  myftery  hid  from  ages 
and  generations.  Now  how  could  thofe  holy  angels  who 
retained  their  integrity,  but  be  filled  with  amazement  at 
the  depth  of  the  divine  councils,  when  they  faw  therafelvcs 
obliged  to  worfliip  a  man,  to  worfhip  a  feeble  infant,  born 
in  a  (lable,  and  lying  in  a  manger  ?  when  they  found 
themfelves  diarged  with  publifhing  the  glad  tidings  ?  as  in 
Luke  ii.  10,  II,  12,  13,  14.  "  And  the  angel  faid  unto 
*'  them.  Fear  not :  for  behold,  I  bring  you  good  tidings  of 
**  great  joy,  which  fhall  be  to  all  people.  For  unto  you  is 
"  born  this  day,  in  the  city  of  David,  a  Saviour,  which  is 
'^  Chrift  the  Lord.  And  this  fhall  be  a  fign  unto  you  ; 
"  Ye  fhall  find  the  babe  wrapped  in  fwaddlingclothes,  ly- 
"  ing  in  a  manger.  And  fuddenly  there  was  with  tho 
"  angel  a  multitude  of  the  heavenly  hoft,  praifing  God,  and 
**  faying,  Glory  to  God  in  the  higheft,  and  on  earth  peace, 
"  good-will  towards  men.*' 

There  is  one  circumftance  in  the  incarnation  itfelf, 
which  ought  not  to  be  omitted,  becaufe  it  is  mentioned  in 
fcripture,  and  is  certainly  as  aftonifhing  as  any.  That  he 
was  not  only  made  flefli,  but  fent  in  the  likeness  of  sinful 
flesh.  What  fo  oppofite  to  the  nature  of  God  as  fin  ?  And 
what  fo  furprifing,  as  that  the  Son  of  God,  though  without 
fin,  yet  fhould  in  all  refpefts  outwardly  be  like  to  finners  ? 
that  he  fhould  be  bom  of  a  finner,  taken  for  a  finner,  treat- 
ed as  a  finner,  and  at  laft  crucified  with  the  utmoll  igno- 
miny,  as  a  more  than  an  ordinary  finner  ?  I  doubt  not,  but 
tliofe  angels  who  looked  with  wonder  on  him  in  the  man- 
ger,  looked  with  ftill  greater  wonder  on  him  on  the  crofs ; 
that  the  whole  hoft  of  them  are  confidering  this  with  holy 
wonder  ftill ;  and  that  it  fhall  be  the  theme  of  eternal 
wonder  to  the  innumerable  company  about  the  throne. 
This  leads  me  to  obferve, 

2.  That  another  circumflance  which  mufl  afford  mat- 
ter  for  adoring  enquiry  to  the  celeflial  fpirits,  is  the  fubfU- 
tution  of  an  innocent  perfon  in  the  room  of  the  guilty, 
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and  his  futfferinfj  from  the  hand  of  God.  When  xT^^vf% 
epoOafy  was  fir II  known,  I  reckon  we  ntay  affimi  wtth 
fufficient  certaimy»  thai  itt-oulcl  not  enter  into  any  crea- 
ted mind,  that  his  recovery  was  pofltble^  Many  are  even 
oi  opinion,  that  fome  pafiages  of  fcriplure  carry  in  tbem 
an  imimation^  that  it  had  been  propoled,  and  as  u  were  a 
trial  made,  in  the  councih  of  heaven,  among  afTemblcd 
angels,  whcUicr  any  remedy  could  be  found  tor  the  guilt 
and  apoftafy  of  man ;  and  that  none  was  found  either 
able  or  vvUUng  to  (lAnd  in  his  room;  as  in  that  of  tbe 
Pfahnifl,  cited  by  the  apottle  to  the  Hebrews,  chap.  %- 
5,  6,  7*  "  Wherefore  when  he  comcth  into  the  world, 
*'  he  faith.  Sacrifice  and  offering  thou  wouklfi  not,  but 
"  a  body  bafl  thou  prepared  me  :  In  burnt  oSerinfrs  and 
"  facrifices  f^r  fm,  thou  haft  had  no  pScafure  :  Tlien  faid 
**  L  Lo,  I  come  (ui  the  volume  of  thy  book  it  is  written  of 
*'  n^e)  to  do  thy  will^  O  God,"  And  in  the  prophecies  of 
liaiaii,  chap.  \xx-  f6-  *'  And  he  faw  that  there  was  ni? 
**  man»  and  wondered  that  there  was  no  interccffor ; 
*•  therefore  his  arm  brought  falvation  unto  him,  and  his 
"  rigliteoufnefs,  it  fuftained  him."  I  will  not  take  upon 
me  to  affirm  this  interpretation  of  thefe  paffages;  but  the 
firft  of  them,  which  is  applied  by  the  apollle  to  Chrift,  cer- 
tainly implies,  that  he  undertook  the  redemption  of  finners 
when  odier  facrifices  were  found  inefFeftual. 

Now,  my  brethren,  let  us  profecute  the  refledlion  point- 
ed out  by  the  text.  The  angels  had  always  hitherto  fi?ea 
innocence  and  holinefs  attended  with  peace  and  felicity, 
and  tliey  had  feen  the  apellate  fpirits  laid  under  an  irrever- 
fible  fentence  of  condemnation.  It  is  probable  they  look- 
ed upon  it  as  manifeflly  founded  on  the  nature  of  God^ 
that  he  could  not  punifh  the  innocent,  and  that  he  could 
not  but  punifh  the  guilty.  What  aftonilhment  tlien  muft 
it  have  given  them,  what  new  views  of  the  boundlcfs 
fovereignty  and  unfcarchable  wifdom  of  the  Molt  High 
muft  it  have  opened  to  them,  when  they  heard  him  faying; 
*'  Deliver  him  from  goin^  down  into  the  pit,  I  have  found 
"  a  ranfom  !''  How  muft  they  with  wonder  dwell  on  this 
part  of  the  providence  of  a  wife,  holy,  juft,  and  gracious 
God|  that  the  pune  and  innocent  Jefus,  die  belmcd  of  the 
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Father,  fliould  make  his  appearance  in  this  lower  world,  the 
abode  of  guilty  creatures,  under  manifeft  tokens  of  their 
Creator^s  difpleafure !  that  he  (hould  not  only  enter  on  th^ 
fcene  in  the  weaknefs  of  infiincy,  but  with  every  circuni- 
ftance  of  meannefs  and  bafenefs !  How  often  muft  they 
have  been  put  to  a  (land,  what  to  think  of  tlie  feverity  and 
perfecution,  the  contempt  and  oppofition  which  he  met 
with,  from  thofe  very  finners  whom  he  came  to  fave ! 

But  above  all,  how  muft  they  have  been  at  a  lofs  to 
comprehend  his  being  expofed,  not  only  to  the  contempt 
of  man,  but  to  the  wrath  of  God !  For  *•  it  pleafed  the 
"  Lord  to  bruife  him,  he  hath  put  him  to  grief.*'  What 
muft  have  been  the  furprife  of  that  minifter  of  providence, 
who  was  fcnt  "  from  heaven  to  ftrengthen**  him,  when 
he  found  him  under  an  inexpreffible  agony  of  fuffering, 
making  fupplication  with  ftrong  crying  and  tears,  faying^ 
"  Father,  if  it  be  poffible,  let  this  cup  pafs  from  me  !'* 
And  what  created  fpirit  is  able  to  reach  the  unfathomable 
meaning  of  his  complaint  upon  the  crofs,  "  My  God,  my 
**  God^  why  haft  thou  forfaken  me  ?"  In  the  fufFerings  of 
an  innocent  perfon  in  the  room  of  the  guilty,  in  the  fuiFer- 
ings  of  the  well-beloved  Son  of  God  from  his  Father's  hand, 
there  is  fuch  an  unfearchable  depth,  as  no  finite  under- 
ftanding  is  able  to  comprehend.  At  firft  view  it  feems  to 
contradict  the  reftitude  and  holinefs  of  the  divine  nature ; 
but  on  a  nearer  infpe£tion,  there  is  fuch  a  ftriking  difcovery 
of  wifilom,  holinefs,  juftice  and  mercy,  that  angels  defirc 
with  a  holy  curiofity  to  contempkite  and  adore  it. 

3.  As  immediately  founded  upon  the  formerr  another 
circumftance  in  the  plan  of  redemption  througH  Chrift, 
which  will  afford  matter  of  wonder  to  the  celcftial  fpiritSi 
is  the  free  juftiiication  of  fmners,  and  their  acceptance 
with  God,  through  the  imputed  righteoufnefs  of  Ghrift. 
If  it  appears  aftonilhing,  that  Got!,  who  diftributcs  favor 
and  puniftiment  with  the  moft  perfect  equity,  (hould 
punifh  the  innocent,  it  appears  equally  fo,  that  he  (hould 
(hew  favor  to  the  guilty ;  that  he  (hould  forgive  their  fms, 
accept  their  perfons,  and  vifit  them  with  his  loving-kind* 
nefs,  and  all  this  for  the  merit  and  obedience  of  another. 
What  1  (may  it  be  j^|A|g|y|^^gr  unchangeably  holy ! 
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Is  he  not  of  purer  eyes  than  to  bchoW  iniquity  I  Are 
not  affared  that  evil  cannot  dwell  with  him,  nor  finnert 
Hand  in  liis  prcfence  I  How  ihall  he  receive  imo  bis  favor 
thcfe  offtntling  rebels  ?  how  fhall  he  take  into  his  bofora 
fuch  polluted  wri;tches  ?  And  what  can  be  the  meamngof 
imputation?  Can  perlonal  worth  be  transferred  ?  Can  he 
coiumit  lb  s^reat  an  error,  as  to  view  them  with  compla* 
cency  for  the  merit  of  another  I 

Aluft  not  this  appear  a  new  and  extraordinary  plan  to 
the  angels^  who,  by  pedbnaland  perle^i  obedience,  retain 
the  favor  of  ihcir  Creator,  and  who  had  been  hiihcrta 
lirangers  to  the  influence  and  interct;fllon  of  a  mediator  ? 
who  had  feen  no  fuch  thing  take  place  when  their  brethren 
had  finned  ?  Heb*  ii,  i6,  **  For  verily  he  took  not  on  him 
*^  the  nature  of  angels,  but  he  took  on  him  the  feed  nf 
*'  Abraham/*  The  holy  angels,  not  inclined  to  lay,  as 
more  prcfumptuous  men  too  often  do,  *^  I  jet  tis  conumie  in 
**  fin,  that  grace  may  abound,^'  will  rather  fay,  '*  Ijet  os 
*'  flep  afide,  and  fee  this  great  fight/'  They  vill  then  fee, 
that  there  is  no  way  more  proper  for  maintaining  the  dig- 
nity of  the  divine  government :  nay,  that  it  is  the  only 
way  by  which  thofe  who  have  been  finners  can  be  received 
into  favor.  They  will  fee  and  confefs,  that  there  is  no 
circumflance  whatever  that  tends  more  to  level  the  pride 
of  the  finner's  heart,  and  bring  him  to  univerfal  fubmiflion, 
and  ablolute  fubjeftion  to  the  fovereignty  of  God*  I  am 
perfuaded,  indeed,  that  even  angels  who  never  finned, 
have  more  of  fubmiflion  to  the  divine  fovereignty,  and  de- 
pendance  on  the  abfolute  grace  of  their  Creator,  than  ma- 
ny are  apt  to  imagine  ;  yet  furely  our  world  is  the  great 
theatre  of  divine  grace.  The  fame  infinite  benignity 
which  fhews  itfelf  in  heaven,  in  favor  to  the  worthy,  is 
difplayed  on  earth,  to  the  aftoniflimcnt  of  heaven  itfelf,  in 
mercy  to  the  guilty. 

Suffer  me,  my  brethren,  to  embrace  this  opportunity  of 
obferving,  that  nothing  is  more  groundlefs  than  the  acciK 
fation  of  men  of  corrupt  minds,  againft  the  dodrine  of  di- 
vine grace,  as  encouraging  to  fin.  It  hath  the  very  con- 
trary effect,  and  that  on  thefe  two  accounts. 
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(1.)  It  is  To  mortifying  to  human  pride,  that  the  power 
of  lin  mttft  be  broken  at  leaft,  before  it  can  be  truly  and 
cordially  received.  There  is  not  fo  difficult  a  duty  in 
the  whole  compafs  of  the  moral  law,  as  an  unfeigned  de- 
nial of  our  own  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength,  and  being  wil- 
ling to  count  all  things  but  lofs  for  the  excellency  of  the 
knowledge  of  Chrift.  To  receive  forgivenefs  as  mere 
mercy  to  thofe  who  had  deferved  to  perifli,  without  any 
complaint  either  againft  the  ftridlnefs  of  the  law  or  the 
feverity  of  the  fandlion,  is  not  fo  eafy  as  many  feem  to 
imagine,  and  what  no  man  is  brought  to  but  by  the  Holy 
Ghoft. 

(2.)  As  the  finner  mufl  be  really  fubjedlcd  to  God  the 
Creator,  before  he  can  lay  hold  of  his  mercy  through 
Chrift  the  Redeemer ;  fo  it  is  plain,  that  the  moft  efFeclu- 
al  meafures  are  taken  to  continue  and  perpetuate  this  fub- 
je^ion.  It  is  plain,*  that  the  infinite  unmerited  love  of 
God  to  his  foul,  is  the  moft  powerful  and  operative  prin- 
ciple of  obedience  that  can  dwell  in  the  human  he^rt : 
2  Cor.  V.  14,  15.  "  For  the  love  of  Chrift  conflraineth 
**  us ;  becaufe  we  thus  judge,  that  if  one  died  for  a^l,  then 
'*  were  all  dead  ;  and  that  he  died  for  all,  that  they  which 
'*  live,  fhould  not  henceforth  live  unto  themfelves,  but 
*'  unto  him  which  died  for  them,  and  rofe  again.'*  Such 
confidence  has  the  fame  apoiUe  in  the  ftrength  of  this 
principle,  that  he  bids  defiance  to  all  trials  and  oppofition: 
Rom.  viii.  35.  ^'  Who  fliall  feparate  us  from  the  love  of 
**  Chrift?  Shall  tribulation,  ordiftrefs,  or  perfecution,  or 
"  famine,  or  nakednefs,  or  peril,  or  fword  ?"  And  again, 
verfe  38,  39.  "  For  I  am  perfuaded  that  neither  death, 
'*  nor  life,  nor  angels,  nor  principalities,  nor  powers,  nor 
"  things  prefent,  nor  things  to  come,  nor  height,  nor 
^^  depth,  nor  any  other  creature,  fiiall  be  able  to  feparate 
'*  us  from  the  love  of  God,  which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus  our 
"  Lord.'*  Thefe  great  principles  of  fanftification  are  new 
to  the  angels.  When,  therefore,  they  fee  the  holinefs  of 
God  fhining  in  the  free  juftification  of  finners  through 
(4hrift,  it  will  add  new  force  and  new  meaning  to  that 
fong  of  praife  which  they  are  reprefented  as  finging.  Rev. 
iv.  8.  "  And  they  reft  not  day  and  night,  laying,  Holy, 


aSp 


RcikmpliQn  tbt:  m^jcct  qf 


**  holy*  holy,  Lard  God  alniiglily*  which   was,  aBd  is, 
**  arul  is  10  come*** 

(4*)  In  t!je  List  pkcc,  Armht^r  circumftjnce  in  the 
my  fiery  of  Uie  gofpcrl  ^i^hich  will  be  matter  ot  wonder  to 
iKe  angels,  is  the  appUcaiion  ot  redemption,  or  the  man- 
ner and  means  of  iraiiflaUng  frnners  *'  from  darkneii  to 
*Might,"  and^froa^  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God,** — 
Before  the  phn  of  divine  grace  with  regard  to  fallen  mmn 
was  opened  to  them,  ihcy  had  leen  no  examples  of  finncrt 
hut  the  fallen  angels.  From  their  irreverfible  fenlence, 
and  blafphening  rage  in  their  torment*  thofc  who  remain- 
e^^  in  their  happy  ftate,  would  be  apt  to  conclude^  that 
there  could  be  no  recovery  for  a  creature  who  had  once 
depirtcd  from  his  uiiegrity  at  alL  But  when  they  learn- 
ed fomcihing  of  the  divine  purpofe  for  the  falvatton  of  fal- 
len man,  elpecially  the  amazing  and  unfpeakable  grace 
that  appeared  in  the  appointment  of  the  Mediator,  and 
the  univerfal  unhmlted  offer  of  falvation  in  his  name, 
u  hat  would  be  the  eSe£t  ?  I  dare  fay  they  would  certainly 
conclude^  that  it  would  be  received  with  the  higheft  iranf* 
port$  of  joy,  by  all  thofe  unhappy  criminals  who  were 
lying  under  the  curfe  of  a  broken  law.  Accordingly  the 
angel,  in  his  mefiage  to  the  (hepherds,  calls  it  good  tidings 
^f  great  joy  to  all  people. 

What  then  mull  have  been  their  additional  furprife, 
when  they  heard  the  prophet  faying,  Ifa.  liii.  i.  "  Who 
"  hath  believed  pur  report  ?  and  to  whom  is  the  arm  of 
**  the  Lord  revealed  ?"  when  they  faw  that  this  gracious 
Saviour  was  ''  defpifed  and  rejedtcd  of  men  ?"  when  they 
oblerved  fo  many  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  mod  importunate 
calls  ot  the  gofpel  ?  when  they  found  them  cavilling  them- 
felves  put  of  eternal  happinefs,  and  advancing  their  own 
blinded  and  bewildered  reafon  in  contempt  of  the  infinite 
wifdom  of  God  ?  What  mud  thofe  holy  angels,  who  are 
filled  with  gratitude  for  creating  goodiiefs,  think  of  thofe 
heirs  of  helU  who  pour  contempt  upon  redeeming  love  ?  I 
cannot  touch  ypon  every  thing  that  rifes  here  to  our  view, 
but  I  am  perfuaded  that  the  adminiftration  of  the  covenant 
of  grace  is  as  full  of  myftcr)^  to  the  celeilial  fpirits,  as 
any  part  of  the  plan.     Inflea^l  of  every  firmer  huoably 
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imploring  reconciliation  with  an  ofFended  God,  our  Re- 
decmer,  as  a  Sovereign  Lord,  as  the  Prince  of  Peace,  firft 
conquers  thofe  as  enemies,  whom  he  afterwards  cherifiies 
as  friends.  He  is  endued  with  all  power  for  this  great 
work ;  and  the  Pfalmift  gives  a  beautiful  defcription  of  its 
influence  and  efFedl,  PfaL  xlv.  3,  4,  5.  '*  Gird  thy  fword 
**  upon  thy  thigh,  O  mod  mighty  ;  with  thy  glory  and 
**  thy  majefty  ;  and  in  thy  majefty  ride  profperoufly,  bc- 
"  caufe  of  truth,  and  meeknefs,  and  righteoufnefs ;  and 
"  thy  right  hand  (hall  teach  thee  terrible  things.  Thine 
•*  arrows  are  ftiarp  in  the  heart  of  the  king^s  enemies 
"  whereby  the  people  fall  under  thee."  He  hath  fent 
forth  his  Holy  Spirit  as  an  almighty  agent,  to  reconcile 
fmners  unto  God.  Is  there  not  alfo  a  depth  of  divine  fo- 
vereignty  to  be  feen  in  the  choice  of  the  velTels  of  mercy  ? 
The  apoftle  Paul  in  the  midft  of  the  fury  of  perfecuting 
zeal,  Mary  Magdalene  from  the  midft  of  the  flames  of 
unclean  luft,  Zaccheus  from  the  heart  hardening  crimes 
of  covetoufnefs  and  oppreffion,  and  many  others  of  the 
chief  of  finners,  have  been  made  the  trophies  of  divine 
grace,  and  may  fay,  in  the  words  of  their  great  example 
the  apoftle  Paul,  i  Tim.  i.  15.  "  This  is  a  faithful  feying, 
•*  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that  Chrift  Jefus  came 
"  into  the  world  to  fave  finners,  of  whom  I  am  chief.'* 

It  deferves  alfo  particular  notice,  that  faith  itfelf  is  faid 
to  be  the  operation  and  the  gift  of  God :  Eph.  ii.  8.  "  For 
*'  by  grace  are  ye  faved,  through  faith :  and  that  not  of 
"  yourfelves :  it  is  the  gift  of  God."  And  indeed  the 
change  in  general  which  conftitutes  the  new  nature,  is 
confidered  as  a  birth  or  creation  from  above ;  John  i.  13. 
*'  Which  were  bom,  not  of  blood,  nor  of  the  will  of  the^ 
*'  fleOi,  nor  of  the  will  of  man,  but  of  God."  It  appears 
plainly,  from  many  exprefs  declarations  of  fcripture,  from 
the  power  neceflary  to  overcome  their  obflinacy,  and  from 
the  feat  of  the  difeafe  itfelf,  which  lies  in  the  will,  that 
finners,  while  they  continue  fo,  inftead  of  defiring,  refift 
their  recovery.  AVhat  a  fubjedl  of  contemplation  prefents 
itfelf  to  the  angels  here  !  What  an  unknown  view  is  given 
them  of  the  infinite  evil  and  malignity  of  fin  !  What  a 
humbling  fenfe  of  created  weakneb !     Whata  lelFon  of 

Vol.  I.  3  B  •'" 


38a  Redempiim  tb$  mthjeci  of 

caiitmn  Tor  theif  after  conduA !  It  hatli  been  conjefturwf ' 
not  without  apparent  reafoa  ami  Ibme  countenance  from 
fcripture,  that  the  great  pyrpofc  which  the  human  fyflem  is 
intended  to  krvt  in  the  univerfal  kingdom  of  Gotl^  ts  to 
be  an  everiaftiog  monument,  that  a  rational  creature  who 
has  once  departed  from  its  innocence  and  obedietice  to 
its  Creator^  never  can  again  return  to  the  fame  Hale,  but 
by  his  own  almighty  power  and  fovereign  grace.  Upon 
the  whole>  from  this  faint  vieir  of  the  plan  of  reckmptton, 
is  lying  open  to  the  attention  of  principaliiies  and  powers, 
we  may  fay  with  the  apottlePaul,  Rom.  ii,  33,  *'  O  the 
*'  depth  of  the  riches  both  of  the  wifiiom  and  knowledge  of  ] 
'^  God !  how  unfearchable  are  his  ju^lgments,  and  his  ways 
**  paft  finding  out !" 

I  proceed  now  to  conclude  the  fubjefl,  by  fome  pra£ti« 
cal  improvement  of  what  has  been  faid.     And, 

1.  What  you  haTc  heard  will  contribute,  I  hope,  by  ihe' 
divine  blefling,  to  fliew  the  guilt  of  thofe  who  defpife  the 
gofpel,  and  ferve  to  remove  the  offence  of  the  crofs.  It 
required  no  fmall  meafure  of  fortitude  in  the  apoftle  Paul, 
to  declare  that  he  was  not  ^'  afhamed  of  the  crofs  of  Chrift^** 
which  at  its  firll  publicatii>n  was  "  to  the  Jews  a  ftumbling 
**  block,  and  to  the  Greeks  foolifhnefs."  The  doftrine  of 
the  crofs,  in  its  fimplicity  and  purity,  has  been  matter  of 
ofience  in  every  fucceeding  age,  to  men  of  proud  and 
worldly  minds,  God  knows,  there  are  not  wanting  ma- 
ny at  this  time,  who  treat  the  doftrine  of  the  crofs,  and 
falvation  by  grace,  with  as  much  contempt  and  infolence 
as  they  dare.  Nor  is  it  at  all  impoflible,  that  there  may 
be  fome  among  you  who  are  infefted  with  thefe  poifonous 
and  deftruftive  principles.  Be  perfuaded,  O  deluded 
foul !  that  "  the  weaknefs  of  God  is  ftronger  than  man,** 
and  "  that  the  wifdom  of  man  is  foolifhnefs  with  God.** 
This  glorious  and  gracious  plan  hath  the  approbation  and 
admiration  of  angels,  though  it  hath  the  contempt  of  fin- 
ners.  It  aftonifhed  the  angels,  therefore  no  wonder  though 
it  fliould  aftonilh  us.  You  will  perhaps  fay,  It  is  indeed 
aftonifliing  above  meafure  ;  it  teaches  me  to  believe  an 
incarnate  God,  a  stiffering  Saviour,  the  innocent  punish^ 
^  and  \ht  guilty  forgiven.    It  is  attended  with  fo  may 
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furprirmg  clrcumdances,  that  I  cannot  help  faying,  How 
can  thefe  things  be  ?  But  as  Sanifon  faid  in  his  riddle, 
^*  Out  of  the  eater  came  forth  meat,  out  of  the  Arong  came 
"  forth  fweetnefs  ;'*  fo  out  of  the  fuggellions  of  your  cor- 
rupt minds,  I  would  derive  fome  evidence  of  the  truth. 
A  cunningly  deviled  fable  would  be  dreffed  by  the  decei- 
ver in  a  manner  fuited  to  the  human  tafte  ;  but  this  doc- 
trine hath  not  upon  it  any  of  the  marks  of  human  wifdom. 
I  do  not  think,  if  it  had  not  been  revealed,  that  it  could 
luive  entered  into  any  human  mind ;  and  therefore  we 
may  julily  fay,  ''  Salvation  belongeth  unto  God."  It  is 
becaufc  he  is  God,  and  not  man,  that  we,  the  children  of 
men,  "  are  not  confumed.*' 

2.  You  may  learn,  from  what  .has  been  faid,  the  en- 
couragement that  is  given  to  fmners  to  return  to  God 
through  Chrift.  The  very  circumftances  that  are  moft 
aftonifliing  and  admirable  in  this  great  difpenfation,  are 
the  undeferved  love  and  unexpedled  condefcenfion  of  God 
to  guilty  and  miferable  fmners.  I  know  that  the  inward 
and  effeflual  call  can  only  be  given  by  the  Holy  Ghoft ; 
but  I  know  alfo,  that  ^^  faith  cometh  by  hearing,  and  hear- 
"  ing  by  the  word  of  God."  Therefore,  in  expeftation 
of  the  blefling  of  him  who  ^^  hath  the  hearts  of  all  men  in 
**  his  hand,  and  turneth  them  howfoever  he  will,"  I  pro- 
claim in  the  hearing  of  every  fmner  within  thefe  walls, 
"  that  God  fo  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  be- 
"  gotten  Son,  that  whofoever  belie veth  in  him  might  not 
"  periih,  but  have  everlafting  life."  I  repeat  the  univer- 
fal  call,  that  ^'  him  tliat  cometh  to  him,  he  will  in  no  wife 
"  call  out."  Are  there  not  many  in  this  houfe  under  tlie 
power  of  fin,  and  the  curfe  of  a  broken  law  ?  Nay,  who  is 
there  that  is  not  condemned  by  thefe  important  words, 
which  you  will  find  Gal.  \\u  10.  "  Curfed  is  every  one 
*^  that  continueth  not  in  all  things  which  are  written  in 
"  the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them."  This  fentence  (lands 
uncancelled  againft  all  wh&  are  not  reconciled  to  God  by 
faith  in  Chrifl  Jefus.  Is  the  application  diflicult  ?  Ye 
(laves  of  fin,  drunkards,  fwearers,  profane  and  lafcivious 
jefters,  envious  and  malicious  flaQd|||||^jg|tainers  of  un- 
juft  gain,  and  all  v/ithout  exceptifl 
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fures  more  than  lovers  of  God,  ye  ftiall  be  flain  all  #>f  yon  v 
'*  as  a  bowing  wall  lliall  ye  be,  and  as  a  tottering  fence,*^ 
Remember  the  niifery  ot'  thole  who  die  in  an  unconverted 
fiate  :  *^  It  is  a  fearful  thing  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
"  Uving  God.    Who  can  abide  with  dcvoiirinp  tire  I  Wha 
"  can  dwell  with  everlafling  burnings  ?"  Admire  the  in- 
finite grace  of  God  through  our  Lord  Jcfus  Chrift,  and 
admire  the  infinite  wifdom  of  God  ihat  hath  laid  help  for 
you  upon  one  who  is  "  mighty  to  fave-'*     May  I  not  fay, 
that,  on  this  folemn  occafion»  your  Saviour  fpeaks  to  you, 
not  only  in  his  word,  but  from  his  erofs  ?  See  the  jufuce 
of  God  in  the  erofs  of  Chrift,  and  thence  learn  the  evil  of 
fm.  See  the  power  and  w^rath  of  God  in  the  erofs  of  Chrill, 
and  tremble  at  your  own  flate.     See  the  matchlefs  love 
of  God  in  the  erofs  of  ChriiU  and  be  perfuaded  to  return 
to  him  with  weeping,  with  fupplication,  and  with  mourn- 
ing*   Let  the  eye  of  faith  be  pointed  at  the  dying  Saviour^ 
and  fay  unto  him,  "  O  almighty  fufFe*  er,  look  down,  look 
*'  down  from  thy  triumphant  infamy,  pity  and  pierce  this 
*'  hard  heart  with  a  fenfe  of  guih  and  mifery.     Thou  haft 
*'  faid,  that  when  thou  (liouldft  be  lifted  up  from  the  earth, 
"  thou  wouldft  draw  all  men  unto  thee  :  let  this  promife 
"  be  fulfilled  to  my  experience.     Draw  me^  ive  will  run 
**  after  thee.     Lord,  take  away  my  complicated  guilt ; 
*'  Lord,  renew  and  pacify  my  unfanftificd  affections,  form 
*'  me  for  thyfelf,  that  I  may  ferve  thee  here,  and  afterwards 
**  fee  thee  as  thou  art ! 

3.  From  what  hath  been  faid  upon  this  fubjefl,  you 
may  examine  your  title  to  partake  of  the  holy  ordinance 
of  the  Lord's  fupper ;  or,  in  other  words,  your  right  to 
the  favor  of  God,  and  to  eternal  life.  No  difpofition  more 
fuitable,  none  more  necefiary,  at  a  communion-table,  than 
a  grateful  and  admiring  fenfe  of  redeeming  love.  Not  only 
the  profane  blafphemer,  or  the  fcornful  defpifer,  is  unfit 
to  fit  down  at  this  feaft,  but  the  feU-righteous  formalift  who 
never  faw  himfelf  undone.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  when 
angels  themfelves  are  put  to  a  fland,  all  our  thoughts  mud 
foon  be  loll  and  fwallowed  up.  But,  my  brethren,  do 
you  defire  to  look  into  it  ?  Do  you  feel  a  fenfible  pleafure 
and  delight  in  this  Dicred  epiployment  I  Do  you,  in  feme 
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» 
Tticafure,  fee  the  glory  of  divine  grace,  though  you  are  not 
able  to  meafure  its  dimenfions  ?  There  is  no  fubjeft  fo  ob- 
fcure  and  unintelligible  to  thofe  who  are  ftrangers  to  the 
power  of  religion,  as  the  myftery  of  redeeming  love ;  no 
fubjeft  fo  odious  and  diftafteful  to  thofe  whofe  minds  are 
formed  upon  the  maxims  of  the  world,  as  the  doftrine  of 
falvation  by  grace.     Chrift  upon  a  crofs,  Chrift  upon  a 
throne,  Chrift  the  believer's  rock  and  refuge,  the  fource  of 
his  ftrength,  and  the  fource  of  his  comfort,  they  are  neither 
able  to  relilh  nor  comprehend.    All  the  warm  expreffions 
of  gratitude  and  attachment,  which  are  unfpeakably  fwect 
and  ravilhing  to  a  ferious  foul,  appear  to  them  in  the  light 
of  enthufiafm  and  vifionary  folly.  But  as  many  as  it  hath 
pleafed  God  to  blefs  with  an  inward  and  perfonal  convic- 
tion of  their  loft  ftate  by  nature,  will  fee  the  greateft  beauty 
in  this  plan  of  falvation,  and  will  rather  rejoice,  than  Ihrink^ 
at  (haring  with  their  Redeemer  himfelf  the  contempt  of 
the  world.     They  will  fay,  with  the  apoftle  Paul,  Gal.  vi. 
14.  "  God  forbid  that  I  fhould  glory,  fave  in  the  crofs  of 
**  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift."     There  is  a  beautiful  oppofition 
Rated  by  the  fame  apoftle,  between  a  believer's  under- 
ftanding  the  love  of  Chrift,  and  yet  being  unable  to  fearch 
it  to  the  bottom,  in  the  following  paffage,  Eph.  iii.  17,  18, 
19.  "  That  Chrift  may  dwell  in  your  hearts  by  faith ;  that 
"  ye  being  rooted  and  grounded  in  love,  may  be  able  to 
**  comprehend  with  all  faints,  what  is  the  breadth,  and 
*'  length,  and  depth,  and  height ;  and  to  know  the  love  of 
"  Chrift,  which  pafleth  knowledge,  that  ye  might  be  filled 
*'  with  all  the  fulnefs  of  God." 

4.  In  the  last  place,  From  what  has  been  faid,  learn 
what  is  your  moft  proper  employment  at  the  Lord's  table. 
Adore  and  contemplate  the  riches  of  redeeming  grace, 
that  great  theme  which  "  the  angels  defire  to  look  into." 
Think,  with  humble  amazement,  on  the  boundlefs  mei'- 
cy  of  God,  which  reached  even  to  you,  and  with  the  high- 
eft  thankfulnefs  on  the  honor  to  which  you  are  admitted, 
of  receiving  the  fenfible  pledges  of  his  love.  Dwell  on 
this  impenetrable  myftery  of  **  Immanuel  God  with  us — 
"  God  manifefted  in  the  flefli."  Think  on  this  awfial 
proof  of  divine  juftice  and  holinefs^  the  wrath  of  God  pour^ 
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ed  oat  upon  his  owU  Son.  Think  on  the  perfeClion  of 
'  That  atonement  which  is  made  Ibr  the  fms  of  the  world- 
Rejoice  in  the  faliicfs  of  that  Saviour  who  is  now  made 
^'  head  over  all  things  to  the  church  ;'*  and  draw^  by  fiiith^ 
from  his  fuhiefs,  every  necefFary  fupply  to  yourfdvcs : 
and  as  yoa  are  now  to  commemorate  his  deaths  with  a 
view  to  his  Jecond  comings  think  on  that  **  day  of  fdlvi^ 
_*'  tinn»"  when  he  ihall  come  *'  to  be  glorified  in  his  fainT% 
"  and  admired  in  all  them  that  believe  ;'*  when  you  Ihall 
enter  in  triumph  into  the  holieft  of  all,  wliere  no  doubt 
the  my  fiery  of  redemption  (ball  be  more  fully  difcovcred ; 
when  faints  and  angels  ihall  Jointly  fing  that  new  fong^ 
Rev,  V*  12.  "  Wordiy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  flain,  to  re- 
"  ceive  power,  and  riches,  and  wifdomjand  ilrenfttb,  and 
•*  honor,  and  glory,  and  bleiEng  ;"  when  the  whole  plan 
of  divine  grace  (ball  be  completed  and  clofed,  and  the  me- 
diatorial kingdom  itlelf  brought  to  a  period ;  for  '^  thea 
*'  Cometh  the  end,  w^hen  he  fitall  have  delivered  up  Uie 
"  kingdom  to  God*  even  the  Father  ;'*  when  confirmed 
angels^  and  redeemed  finners,  when  the  whole  hoft  of 
heaven  fhall  unite  in  one  acclamation,  *'  Hallelujah  ;  for 
*^  the  Lord  God  omnipotent  reigncth." 
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SERMON  8. 


GALATIANS  vi.  14. 

But  Go  J  forhid  that  I  should  ghry,  save  in  the  cross  of  our 
Lord  jfeaiUf  Christ* 

ACTION    SERMON. 

MY  brethren,  we  are  this  day  met  to  keep  up  the 
remembrance  of  our  Redeemer's  fufFerings  and 
dcatl\  in  our  room.  We  are  to  commemorate  an  event 
the  mod  important,  the  moft  interefting,  and  the  moft 
aftoniihing,  that  creation  ever  beheld.  We  are  to  con- 
template a  fubjeft  the  moft  wonderful  and  niyfterious 
diat  ever  was  offered  to  the  mind  of  man.  The  incarna- 
tion of  the  Son  of  God^  the  King  of  kings  found  in  the  form 
of  a  servant^  and  the  Prince  of  life  expiring  on  an  ac- 
cursed tree.  What  is  this  but  the  union  df  tilings  the 
moft  oppofite  and  feemingly  inconfiftent  that  can  pdBibly 
be  conceived  ?  the  union  of  the  moft  diftant  extremes  of 
ftrength  and  weaknefs,  glory  and  bafonefs,  honor  and 
fliame  ? 

In  a  fort  of  correfpondence  and  an^gy  to  this  great 
AibjeA  itfelf,  nothing  can  be  more  oppofite  than  the  fen- 
timents  formed  by  believers  and  unbelievers  with  regard 
to  it.  To  the  one  it  hath  a  dignity  and  majefty  unfpeak- 
«bly  amiable ;  to  the  other,  it  hath  a  meannefs  and  bafe- 
«efs  that  is  ihame^  and  contemptible.     The  Apoftie 
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PauI  often  takes  notice  of  this,  that  it  was  "  to  the  Jews  m 
^^  flu  mbling  block,  and  to  the  Greeks  fooliflmefs  ;"  and 
he  often  diicavcTS  his  o\rn  in7iolable  attachment  to  his 
Saviour,  by  an  open  profeffion  of  efteem  for  thofe  circom-' 
fiances  in  his  charatler  and  appearance  which  a  blinded 
world  were  moft  apt  to  treat  with  derifion  and  fcom. 
This  is  particularly  the  cafe  in  the  text,  "  But  God  for- 
**  bid  that  I  ihould  glory^  fave  in  the  crofs  of  our  Lord 
"  Jefus  Chria/* 

By  the  crofs  of  Chrifi,  in  the  New  Tedament^  we  are 
(bmetimes  to  under ftand  the  fufferings  of  believers  for 
Chrift*s  fake  ;  but  tnore  commonly,  and  I  think,  evident- 
ly in  this  place,  it  figmfies  his  humiliation  in  general,  and 
particularly  his  crucifixion,  to  whieh  circumftance  our  at- 
tention is  direftcd,  becaufe  it  was  the  mofl  bafe  and  igno- 
minious of  the  whole.  In  this  the  apoftle  fays  he  would 
glory  :  nay^  he  exprefles  his  abhorrence  at  the  thought  of 
glorying  in  any  thing  elfe :  **  God  forbid  that  I  Oiould 
**  glory  fave  in  the  crofs  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.'*  No- 
thing can  be  more  fuited  to  the  employment  of  this  day» 
and  nothing  more  proper  to  diflingiiifh  betft^cn  the  firiends 
and  the  enemies  of  Chrift,  than  this,  when  carefully  at-^ 
tended  to ;  for  the  one  will  undoubtedly  glory  and  the 
other  will  as  certainly  be  ashamed  of  his  crofs. 

In  difcourfing  further  on  this  fubjedt,  what  I  propofe, 
through  divine  afliftance,  is, 

I.  To  explain  the  import  of  the  apoftle's  glorying  only 
in  the  Saviour's  crofs. 

II.  To  Ihew  what  good  reafon  every  real  Chriftian  hath 
to  glory  in  it.     And, 

III.  To  make  fome  praftical  application  of  the  fubjeft. 

I.  In  the  frst  place,  then,  let  us  explain  the  import 
of  the  apoftle's  glorying  only  in  the  Saviour's  crofs.  What 
is  this  obje£t  in  which  the  apoftle  fays  he  would  glory  ? 
Very  wonderful  indeed.  It  is,  that  Jefus  of  Nazareth, 
the  fon  of  Mary,  was  fubjefted  to  a  long  life  of  forrow, 
reproach,  and  contempt :  That  towards  the  clofe  of  it,  he 
was  arrefted,  accufed,  condemned  as  a  malefaftor ;  and 
after  innumerable  and  unfpeakable  indignities,  was  at  laft 
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x^ailt^d  to  a  crofs,  an  engine  of  torture  of  the  moll  cruel 
and  painful  kind,  and  fo  fhamefiil,  that  it  was  a  manner 
of  punifhment  appropriated  to  the  moft  deteded  criminals 
of  the  bafeft  rank.  What  is  there  here  to  glory  in  ?  and 
what  does  the  apodle  mean  by  this  expreffion  ?  It  means, 

1.  That  he  had  a  high  edeem  of  it,  as  an  event  of  ilie 
grcatell  moment,  and  an  objeft  worthy  of  the  hijjheft  re- 
gard. We  do  not  glory  in  common  things,  but  in  things 
of  peculiar  dignity  and  worth.  It  was  not  then  in  his  view 
merely  what  it  feemed.  He  did  not  confider  it,  furely,  as 
the  execution  of  a  criminal ;  but  faid,  with  the  centurion 
on  Mount  Calvary,  Truly  "  this  was  a  righteous  man ;" 
Truly  this  was  "  the  Son  of  God.^  He  confidered  it  as 
the  e£fe£l  of  the  infinite  love  of  God,  who  fent  his  only 
begotten  Son  to  die  for  our  fins.  He  confidered  it  as  an 
infinite  price  paid  for  the  pardon  of  our  offences,  as  the 
only  wav  of  deliverance  from  guilt,  as  the  fure  and  cer- 
tain  pledge  of  peace  to  an  awakened  confcience.  In  this 
view,  how  does  it  rife  in  his  efieem  ?  While  others  are 
difpofed  to  fcorn,  pitying  their  madnefs,  he  is  confirained 
to  worlhip  and  adore.  Think  of  it,  Chrillians,  how  dif- 
ferent were  the  fentiments  of  his  infulting  enemies  and 
his  mourning  difciples,  when  he  hung  upon  the  crofs. 
The  one  confider  him  as  a  guilty  fufferer,  the  other  as  a 
loving  Saviour.  The  hearts  of  the  one  were  boiling  with 
hatred,  or  filled  with  contempt ;  the  hearts  of  the  other 
were  fwallowed  up  in  admiration,  or  melted  with  love, 

2.  The  apoft^le's  glorying  in  the  crofs,  implied  his  ha- 
ving  a  ftrong,  though  liumble  confidence  of  his  own  rela- 
tion to  and  interefi  in  it«  I  think  it  is  impoflible  to  fepa* 
rate  this  from  our  idea  of  die  apo(lle*s  meaning.  We  do 
not  glory  or  boafl  of  any  thing  in  which  we  have  no  con* 
cern.  A  man  of  great  genius,  or  uncommon  worth,  I 
may  admire  and  honor,  merely  for  the  eminent  qualities 
of  which  he  is  pofiefled,  and  I  may  do  him  all  jullice  by 
commendation ;  but  I  am  never  difpofed  to  glory  in  him, 
nor  have  I  any  title  to  do  it  unlefs  he  is  fomebow  related 
tQ  me :  but  if  I  add,  that  he  is  my  child,  or  he  is  my  bro. 
thei;,  I  may  be  truly  faid  to  glory  in  him,  or  10  boaft  of 
him,  becau&  the  honor  that  is  given  to  him,  is,  in  fome 
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meaftire  reflefted  upon  niyfelf.  Again*  I  may  fpe^k  of 
the  riches  and  magnificence  of  fome  great  city  ;  but  1  am 
then  only  laid  to  glory  in  it,  if  I  add  any  circuniftancc  of 
relation ;  as  that  it  is  the  place  of  my  naUvicy,  or  the  place 
of  my  refidence,  or  the  place  in  which  1  have  property 
and  intereft.  When  therefore  the  apoflle  fays,  "  God 
"  forbid  that  I  Oioidd  glory,  fave  in  the  crofs  of  our  Lord 
**  Jefus  Chrift,  it  certainly  implies  a  humble  perfuafion  of 
his  own  tntercft  in  it,  and  his  happinefs  to  flow  from  it- 
This  indeed  naturally  arifes  from  a  real  and  fpiritua)  dif- 
covery  of  its  proi^er  glory*  None  can  fee  the  tranfcen* 
dent  beauty  of  this  objeft,  till  they  have  feen  their  own 
guilt  and  mifery  in  the  fight  of  a  holy  God.  And  no 
fooner  do  they  difcover  the  excellence  of  this  atonement^ 
its  perfcft  fufficiency  for  all,  and  the  unreKrained  offer  to 
all,  than  they  fly  to  it  as  their  fccurity,  and  reft  on  it  as 
the  ground  of  their  hope.  The  word  here  tranflatcd  j'/tf- 
rym^v  Cgnifics  at  the  fame  tirne^  exuiting^  or  Tcpking  ; 
and  therefore  to  glory  in  the  crofs,  is  the  iamc  thing  as  to 
rejoice  in  the  Saviour.  The  truth  is,  it  is  but  fddom  that 
this  apoftle  mentions  the  death  of  Chrift  without  fome  ap- 
propriating expreffion  :  Phil.  iii.  8.  "  Yea  doubtlefs,  and 
*^  I  count  all  things  but  lofs,  for  the  excellency  of  the 
"  knowledge  of  Chrift  Jefus  my  Lord  :  for  whom  I  have 
"  fuffered  the  lofs  of  all  things,  and  do  count  them  but 
**  dung,  that  I  may  win  Chrift ;"  Gal.  ii.  20,  "  I  am  cru- 
**  cified  with  Chrift  :  neverthelefs  I  live ;  yet  not  I,  but 
**  Chrift  liveth  in  me  :  and  the  life  which  I  now  live  in 
"  the  flefti,  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved 
*•  me  and  gave  himfelf  for  me." 

3.  To  complete  the  idea  of  the  apoftle's  glorying  in  the 
crofs,  it  implies  fuch  a  fenfe  of  its  comparative  worth,  as 
prompts  him  to  a  public  and  open  profeffion  of  efteem, 
with  a  fovcreign  contempt  of  the  judgment  or  condudl  of 
others,  who  fet  themfelves  in  oppofition  to  it.  Glorying 
always  fignifies  the  declaration  of  our  mind  to  others ;  and 
is  not  ill  illuftrated  by  that  expreffion  of  the  apoftle  Paul  in 
writing  to  the  Romans,  chapter  i.  16.  *^  For  I  am  not 
*'  alhamed  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  :  for  it  is  the  power  of 
**  God  unto  falvation,  to  every  one  that  bclicvcth,  to  the 
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"Jew  firft,  and  alfo  to  the  Greek.*'  The  oppofition  be- 
tween the  fentiments  of  others,  and  his  own,  he  often 
mentions;  as  i  Cor.  i.  18.  "  For  the  preaching  of  the 
^^  crofs  is  to  them  that  periih,  fooliihnefs  :  but  unto  us 
**^  which  are  faved,  it  is  the  power  of  God."  And  verfc. 
23,  **  But  we  preach  Chrift  crucified,  unto  the  Jews  a 
^'  ftumbling-block,  and  unto  the  Greeks  fooliihnefs ;  but 
"  unto  them  which  are  called,  both  Jews  and  Greeks, 
**  Chrift  the  power  of  God,  and  the  wifdom  of  God." 
When  he  glories  in  the  crofs,  therefore,  it  implies  an  open 
and  refolute  adherence  to  this  defpifed  caufe.  This  mean- 
ing is  particularly  carried  in  the  word  cross.  It  had  been 
lefs  wonder,  if  he  had  faid,  he  gloried  in  his  Saviour's 
divine  power  exerted  before  his  crucifixion,  or  that  the 
gloried  in  his  triumphant  refurre£tion,  and  exaltation  to 
the  right  hand  of  Goid  after  it ;  but,  inftead  of  this,  he  fays 
he  gloried  in  his  cross^  in  his  very  abafement,  in  what  was 
moft  vile  and  contemptible; 

A  late  very  eminent  writer  and  champion  for  the  crofs, 
in  a  fermon  on  the  fame  fubjefl,  makes  a  remark  to  the 
following  purpofe  :  "  *  That  through  the  veneration  of 
<«  many  ages,  and  the  difufe  of  that  punilhment  among 
<^  us  in  the  execution  of  malefa£tors,  the  word  cross  does 
"  not  carry  fo  bafe  an  idea  to  our  minds ;  but  that  in  the 
*«  ear  of  a  Galatian,  it  founded  as  if  the  apoftle  had  faid,  he 
**  gloried  in  a  gallows,  a  gibbet  or  a  halter."  And  in  a 
note  upon  this  paflage  of  the  fermon,  when  publiflied^  he 
exprefles  himfelf  thus :  '^  Some  perfons,  I  am  informed, 
*'  were  difgufted  at  thefe  words,  halter^  gcdlo^s^  gibbet^ 
"  they  are  fo  horridly  contemptible :  to  whom  I  would 
"  reply,  That  the  crofs,  in  point  of  ignominy,  implied  all 
^^  this ;  and  in  point  of  torture,  much  more.  Unlefs  the 
"  Englifh  reader  forms  to  himfelf  fome  fuch  image  as  this, 
"  he  will  never  be  able  to  apprehend  the  fcandalous  na- 
"  ture  and  Ihocking  circumtlances  of  his  divine  mafter's 
"  death.  The  words,  I  muft  confefs,  were  diverfified,  and 
**  the  fentiment  reiterated,  on  purpofe  to  effe6t  the  mind 
^  with  this  aftonifhiog  truth.    Neither  can  I  prevail  with 
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"  myfelf  to  e^pung^  the  cxprellions,  unlcfs  1  could  ftib- 
**  flitiue  others  of  a  more  ignominious  and  eiEfcrablc  im- 
"  port  in  their  room-  Only  I  would  beg  the  fcrious  reader 
"  to  fpend  a  moment  in  the  following  refleGlon.  Is  it  fo, 
**  that  a  polite  and  delicate  ear  can  hardly  endure  fo  much 
*'  as  the  found  of  the  words  ?  How  amazing  then  was  the 
**  condcfcenfion,  how  charming  and  adorable  the  goodneft 
"  of  God's  illuftrious  Son,  to  bear  aH  that  is  fignified  by 
"  thefe  intolerably  vile  terms,  bear  it  willingly,  bear  it 
*'  cheerfully,  for  us  men^  and  our  falvation  !'' 

Before  concluding  this  head,  it  will  be  proper  to  obferve, 
in  what  it  was  the  apoflte  did  not  g!orj\  There  is  plain- 
ly a  tacit  oppofition  in  the  form  of  his  expreflion,  to  fome 
things  in  which  others  were  apt  to  glory,  and  he  as  heart i* 
ly  defpifed  :  "  God  forbid  that  I  fhould  glory,  fave  in  the 
"  crols  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chriil,"  He  fays  in  general^ 
Phil.  iit<  7.  "  But  what  tilings  were  gain  to  me,  thofe  I 
*'  counted  lofs  for  Chnft/'  Wc  find  elfewhere,  in  his 
writings,  exprefs  mention  of  thofe  particulars  which  he 
renounced  as  any  fubjeft  of  boaflinj^.  i.  His  learning  as 
a  fcholar ;  2.  His  privileges  as  a  Jew  ;  3.  Even  his  zeal 
and  adlivity  as  a  minifter  of  Chrift.  Let  us  confider  each 
ofthefebyitfelf. 

!•  He  would  not  glory  in  his  learning  as  a  fcholar. 
The  apoftle  Paul  had  been  brought  up  at  the  feet  of  Ga- 
maliel,  and  fcems  to  have  been  well  accomplifhed  In  eve- 
ry branch  of  human  fcience.  Yet  he  fpeaks  of  it  with 
great  negleft,  or  rather  with  a  noble  difdain,  when  com- 
pared with  the  doftrine  of  the  crofs  :  i  Cor.  i.  17.  "  For 
**  Chrift  fent  me  not  to  baptize,  but  to  preach  the  gofpel : 
**  not  with  wifdom  of  words,  left  the  crofs  of  Chrift  fhould 
**  be  made  of  none  effeft,*'  And  again,  veri'e  19,  20.  "  For 
"  it  is  written,  I  will  deftroy  the  wifdom  of  the  wife,  and 
"  will  bring  to  nothing  the  underftanding  of  the  prudent. 
*'  Where  is  the  wife  ?  where  is  the  fcribe  ?  where  is  the 
**  difputcr  of  this  world  ?  hath  not  God  made  foolifli  the 
«*  wildom  of  this  world  ?"  It  may  perhaps  be  afked,  What 
is  the  meaning  of  this  renunciation  of  human  learning  and 
wifdom  ?  Is  there  any  real  oppofition  between  learning 
and  tlie  crofs  ?  Would  not  the  legitimate  ufe  of  human 


Glorying  in  tb^  Cross.  393 

wifdom  lead  us  to  embrace  it  ?  To  this  I  anfwer,  that  it 
feems  to  imply  thefe  three  things. 

(i)  An  admiration  of  the  divine  glory  in  that  which 
liad  not  on  it  any  of  the  marks  of  human  wifdom :  in  con- 
fequencc  of  this,  a  lledfaft  adherence  to  the  doftrine  of  the 
crofst  though  thofe  who  were  wife  in  their  own  conceit 
niight  be  tempted  to  defpife  it,  and  to  defpife  him  for  its 
fake.  This  great  fcholar,  then,  was  not  unwilling  to  fuffer 
.the  derifion  and  contempt  of  other  fcholars  for  his  glorying 
in  the  crofs. 

(2)  It  implies  fuch  a  fuperlative  admiration  of  this  glo- 
rious  and  interefting  objeft,  that  all  the  knowledge  he  pof- 
feflfed,  and  the  honor  he  could  otherwife  acquire,  feemed 
tohim  unworthy  of  regard  '•  his  attention  was  wholly  fix- 
ed upon,  and  his  aiFe£tions  wholly  engrofled  by,  his  Re- 
deemer's crofs. 

(3)  It  implied,  that  though  he  certainly  ought,  and  cer- 
tainly did  ufe  the  noble  parts  and  accomplifhments  of 
which  he  was  poileiFed,  with  zeal  in  his  mailer's  caufe  : 
yet  he  did  it  with  that  humility  and  felf-denial,  with  that 
noble  contempt  of  vain  embellifliments,  which  (howed  he 
was  not  building  a  monument  to  himfelf,  but  feeking  the 
honor  of  his  Saviour.  The  dodlrine  of  the  crofs  fhould  be 
treated  in  a  manner  fome  how  correlpondent  to  it ;  not 
with  a  learned  and  oftentatious  felf-fumciency,  but  with  a 
meek  and  truly  evangelical  felf-denial. 

Miftake  me  not,  my  brethren :  I  am  not  fpeaking  a- 
gainft  learning  in  itfelf ;  it  is  a  precious  gift  of  God,  and 
may  be  happily  improved  in  the  fervice  of  the  gofpel ;  but 
I  will  venture  to  lay,  in  the  fpirit  of  the  apoftle  Paul's 
writings  in  general,  and  of  this  paflage  in  particular,  Ac- 
curfed  be  all  that  learning  which  fets  itfelf  in  oppofition  to 
the  crofs  of  Ghrift !  Accurfed  be  all  that  learning  which 
difguifes  or  is  afliamed  of  the  crofs  of  Chrift !  Accurfed  be 
all  that  learning  which  fills  the  room  that  is  due  to  the  crofs 
of  Chrift  !  And  once  more,  Accurfed  be  all  that  learning 
which  is  not  made  fubfervient  to  the  honor  and  glory  of 
the  crofs  of  Chrift ! 

Well  then,  the  learned  and  eloquent  apoftle  renounced 
the  wiidom  of  words ;  and  how  do  we  apply  this  in  gene- 
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ral  I  By  a  fmall  comparative  efleem  of  all  natural  advan* 
tages ;  and  by  thii iking  it,  in  the  heart,  a  greater  honor 
aud  a  higher  privilege  to  In  down  at  Chrifrs  table,  ami  to 
find  acceptance  with  him,  than  to  poffcfs  beauty,  wtklom^ 
learnings  riches*  and  honors  in  the  hij^hctl  poflibl^  pcriec- 
lion  ;  and  may  God  grant  that  every  one  in  this  affembJy 
may  be  able  to  fay,  in  fin  eerily,  that,  in  what  diings  he 
thinks  he  excels^  tiiefe  he  is  wtlltng  to  *'  count  lof$  for 
"  Chrift  !^ 

2.  The  apoflle  would  not  glory  in  his  privileges  Z^  a 
Jew,  This  wc  find  him  affirming  in  many  places  of  his 
writings :  Phih  iit.  4.  '*  Though  I  might  alfo  have  coii- 
**  fidencc  in  the  fieOi,  If  any  other  man  think  that  he 
*^  hath  whereof  he  might  trull  in  the  flcfh,  I  more :  Cir* 
"^^  CLimcifed  the  eighth  day,  of  the  ftock  of  Ifrael^  of  the 
**  tribe  of  Benjamin,  an  Hebrew  of  the  Ht^brcws ;  as 
^'  touching  the  law,  a  Pharifee  ;  concerning  zeal^  pcrfccu- 
''  ting  the  church  ;  touching  the  righteoufnefs  which  is  in 
"  the  law,  blamr.  lefs."  Toward  the  latter  end  of  the  Jew- 
ilh  commonwealth,  there  was  a  very  prevailing  and  grofs 
miilake  among  them,  to  look  uj)on  their  external  privileges 
as  entitling  them  to  the  favor  of  God,  and  making  a  dif- 
ference  between  them  and  others.  We  have  reafon  to  be 
fenfible,  that  much  of  the  fame  difpofition  is  Veady  to  ad- 
here to  men  in  every  age.  But  one  great  defign  of  the 
gofpel  is,  to  level  the  pride  of  man,  to  throw  down  all  dif- 
tindtion  in  point  of  merit  before  God,  and  to  fliow,  that 
the  power  of  the  Redeemer  is  equally  neceffary  to,  and 
equally  fufficient  for,  all  without  exception  :  Rom.  iii.  22. 
"  Even  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  which  is  by  faith  of  Je- 
**  fus  Chrift  unto  all,  and  upon  all  them  that  believe ;  for 
*t  there  is  no  difference."  Rom.  x.  12.  ''  For  there  is  no 
"  difl'erence  between  the  Jew  and  the  Greek  :  for  the  fame 
"  Lord  over  all,  is  rich  unto  all  that  call  upon  him."  Col. 
iii.  1 1.  "  Where  there  is  neither  Greek  nor  Jew,  circum- 
**  cifion  nor  uncircumcifion,  barbarian,  Scythian,  bond  nor 
**  free ;  but  Chrift  is  all,  and  in  all." 

3.  The  apoftle  did  not  glory  in  his  perfonal  charader, 
not  even  in  his  zeal  and  activity  as  a  minifter  of  Chrift. 
This  appears  through  the  whole  of  his  writings,  where 
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he  is  at  particular  pains  to  defiroy  every  foundation  of 
boading  or  glorying  in  ourfelves  :  Rom.  iii.  24 — 28. 
"  Being  juftified  freely  by  his  grace,  through  the  redemp- 
"  tion  that  is  in  Jefus  Ghrift  :  whom  God  hath  fet  fonh 
"  to  be  a  propitiation,  through  faith  in  his  blood,  to  declare 
**  his  righteoufnefs  for  the  remiflion  of  fins  that  are  paft, 
**  through  the  forbearance  of  God  ;  to  declare,  1  fay,  at  this 
"  time  his  righteoufnefs  ;  that  he  might  be  jufl,  and  the 
"  juftifier  of  him  which  believeth  in  Jefus.  Where  is 
**  boafting  then  ?  It  is  excluded.  By  what  law  ?  of  works  ? 
"  Nay  ;  but  by  the  law  of  faith.  Therefore  we  conclude, 
"  that  a  man  is  juftified  by  faith,  without  the  deeds  of  the 
"  law.*'  Nay,  we  find  that  all  his  public  fervices  he 
confiders  as  quite  unfit  fubjefls  of  boafting,  even  when  he 
is  obliged  to  mention  them  for  his  own  vindication :  1 
Cor.  XV.  9, 10.  *'  For  I  am  the  Icaft  of  the  apoftles,  that 
"  am  not  meet  to  be  called  an  apoftle,  becaufc  I  perfecuted 
"  the  church  of  God.  But  by  the  grace  of  God  C  am  what 
^^  I  am :  and  his  grace  which  was  beftowed  upon  me,  was 
"  not  in  vain ;  but  I  labored  more  abundantly  than  they 
^^  all :  yet  not  I,  but  the  grace  of  God  which  was  with 
"  me.'' 

I  am  perfuaded  that  thofe  who,  from  really  Chriftian 
principles,  ferve  God  in  their  generation  with  the  greateft 
zeal,  will  be  moft  ready  to  renounce  all  plea  of  merit  up- 
on that  account*  I  have  read  with  pleafure  the  following 
account  of  the  temper  expreffed  by  John  Knox,  that  emi- 
nent inftrument  in  the  reformation,  when  he  was  drawing 
near  to  his  diftblution.  Some  perfon  prefent  mentioned  to 
him,  what  comfort  he  might  now  have  in  his  extraordinary 
labor  and  great  ufefulnefs  in  the  church :  to  whom  he 
anfwered,  "  Forbear  to  puflf  up  the  flefh  with  vanity,  to 
"  which  it  is  of  itfelf  fufficiently  prone.  The  port  I 
"  would  be  in  at,  is  that  of  the  free  grace  of  God,  through 
"  the  merits  of  my  bleffed  Saviour.''  The  truth  is,  thefe 
are  but  the  fentiments  which  (hall  not  only  go  with  us  to 
death,  but  continue  with  us  to  eternity.  A  deep  fcnfc  of 
redeeming  love,  and  grateful  celebration  of  the  Redeemer's 
glory,  is  not  only  the  language  of  the  church  on  earth, 
but  the  delightful  worfhip  of  the  church  triumphant  in 
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heaven ;  Kcv,  v.  ii,  12,  i^*  *'  And  1  beheld,  and  I  heard 
"  the  voice  of  inatiy  angtU  round  about  the  thrane,  aoj 
'^  die  beafis  and  ttie  eklers  ^  and  the  number  of  ihem  was 
'^  ten  thourand  times  ten  thoiifand,  and  thoufands  of  thou- 
"  fands ;  faying  with  a  loud  voice,  WorUiy  is  tht;  Lamb 
'^  that  was  Oain,  to  receive  power,  and  riches,  and  wif- 
'"^  doitj,  and  ftrength,  and  lionor,  and  glory,  and  blcffing* 
^*  And  every  creature  which  is  in  heaven^  and  on  the 
^*'  earth,  and  under  the  earth,  and  fuch  as  are  in  the  ica, 
^^  and  all  that  are  in  them,  lieard  I,  faying,  Blefijiigi  and 
''  honor,  and  glory,  and  power  be  unto  him  that  Uttetli  up- 
**  on  the  throucj  and  unto  the  Lamb  for  ever  and  ever*'* 

IL  We  proceed  now  to  the  sccaiid  general  head  of^dit 
courte,  viz.  To  confider  what  reafon  every  real  Chrif* 
tian  hatli  to  glory  in  the  crols.  This  indeed  opens  to  tu 
a  lubjeil  of  the  moft  amazing  compafs  atid  extent*  Though 
there  is  nothing  here  but  what  is  vile  and  contemptible  to 
an  unbelieving  worldly  mind  ;  by  the  eye  of  faiih^  every 
tiling  that  is  wonderful,  amiable,  and  valuable,  is  difca^ 
vered  in  the  high  ell  pcrfeftion,  I  cannot  particularly 
enumerate  ever)'  fubjctSl  of  glorying  in  the  crofs ;  and 
therefore  fliall  juft  point  out  to  you  the  three  following 
fubjedls  of  meditation,  which  though  they  often  run  into 
one  another,  may  be  confidered  in  diftindl  and  feparate 
lights.  .1.  The  glory  of  divine  perfeftion  fliines  in  it  in 
the  brightell  manner.  2.  The  riches  of  divine  grace  are 
manifefted  in  it  to  the  moft  aftonifhing  degree.  3.  The 
fandlify  ing  efficacy  of  it  is  fo  tranfcendently  fuperior  to  that 
of  any  other  mean,  as  fliews  it  to  have  been  die  appoint* 
ment  of  infinite  wifdom. 

I.  The  glory  of  divine  perfedlion  fliines  in  it  in  the 
brighteft  manner.  Would  we  diredlly  contemplate  the 
glory  of  die  invifible  God,  as  it  fliines  in  his  works  and 
ways  ?  let  us  look  upon  the  crofs.  It  hath  been  fome- 
times,  and  very  juftly,  faid  of  the  works  of  God,  that  they 
have  ufiully  in  them  fomething  much  more  wonderful 
and  excellent  than  appears  at  firft  view.  It  hath  alfo  been 
further  obferved,  that,  in  this  refpeft,  there  is  a  complete 
contraft  and  oppofition  between  the  works  of  the  Creator 
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and  thofe  of  the  creature.  Every  thing  that  flows  from 
God,  the  more  ftriftly  we  examine  it,  and  the  more  per- 
feftly  we  know  it,  the  more  we  fliali  admire  it ;  but  every 
work  of  the  creature,  the  more  perfet\ly  it  is  known,  the 
more  its  inherent  weaknefs  always  appears.  This  difco- 
vers  itfelf,  even  in  comparing  the  produce  of  the  field  with 
the  efiefts  of  human  art.  Naturalifts  obferve,  that  the 
fineft  and  moft  admirable  humkn  manufadtures,  when 
feen,  as  by  a  finer  fenfe,  with  the  afliftance  of  a  micro- 
fcope,  appears  quite  coarfe  and  irregular ;  but  that  if  you 
look  at  a  pile  of  grafs,  or  any  thing  natural,  with  the  fame 
aflillance,  you  will  fee  flill  more  exquifite  and  delicate 
firokes  of  the  almighty  operator. 

If  this  is  the  cafe  even  in  the  material  produdlions  of 
natural  power,  how  much  more  muft  it  be  fo  in  the  un- 
fearchable  myfteries  of  God's  fpi  ritual  kingdom  ?  In  none 
will  it  hold  more  than  in  this  chief  of  the  works  of  God, 
this  glorious  though  defpifed  objeft,  the  crofs  of  Chrift. 
Here  indeed  the  glory  of  God  appears  in  all  its  luftre.  It 
appears  in  fo  (Irong  and  fo  various  lights,  that  the  higheil 
angels  are  employed,  delighted,  and  loft  in  the  contem- 
plation of  it  :  I  Pet.  i.  12.  "  Which  things  the  angels  de- 
lire  to  look  into.''  Eph.  iii.  10.  '*  To  the  intent  that 
"  now  unto  the  principalities  and  powers  in  heavenly 
"  places,  might  be  known  by  the  church  the  manifold 
"  wifdom  of  God."  O  what  a  difplay  of  power  in  the 
union  of  God  and  man !  What  an  almighty  arm  was  re- 
quired to  make  thefe  things  meet,  which  were  infinitely 
diftant !  The  Creator  of  the  ends  of  the  earth  born  of  a 
woman !  the  Self-exiftent  become  a  feeble  infant !  the 
Lord  of  glory  covered  with  fliame !  The  Judge  of  all  con- 
demned  to  fufFer!  The  Author  of  life  giving  up  the 
ghoft! 

What  unfearchable  wifdom  appears  in  finding  a  viftiin 
able  to  bear  almighty  vengeance !  in  finding  a  way  by 
which  fin  mi^ht  be  at  once  punifhed  and  pardoned,  juf- 
tice  fully  fatisficd,  even  where  mercy  is  extended  !  Little 
wonder  indeed  that  the  angels  defirc  to  look  into  this 
mjrftery.  They  had  tafted  the  fruits  of  divine  benignity 
ill  the  happinefs  of  innocent  creatures ;  they  had  feen  the 
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glory  of  divine  julVice  in  the  pcrtVnion  of  the  rebstailgels  t  * 
but  die  crofs  of  Oiriil  was  the  liril  thing:  thatdifcoveredto 
iheni  the  glory  of  divine  mercy,  in  panlaning  the  chief  of 
finncrs,  without  in  the  leaft  oblcuring  the  briglnnci»  cither 
of  jullice  or  holinefs*  nay  to  the  iUullration  of  both.  In 
the  crofs  of  Chrifi  there  is  a  more  awful  and  penetrating 
view  of  the  juftice  and  hoUnefs  of  God,  ilsan  could  have 
been  given  by  the  irreparable  dcftrufllon  of  the  whole  race 
of  Adam*  And  at  the  fame  time,  liis  not  "  fpariiig  his 
''  own  Son,"  but  "  dtlivenng  him  up  for  us  all,"  ts  a  more 
aftoniihing  effeft  of  love,  than  pardon  without  CitisfiiAiofi 
could  have  beeo»  had  that  l)ccri  a  thing  in  itfclf  pijiflible* 
There  is  no  end  or  meaJure  to  our  views  of  this  f  ubjetl ; 
but  1  hope  many  of  you  will  now  fay,  with  the  apoftlc 
Paul,  wimt  1  dare  fay  he  has  not  yet  done  repealing  in 
heaven,  Rom*  xi.  33^  ''  O  the  depth  of  the  riches  both  of 
"  the  wifdom  and  knowledge  of  God  I  how  unlirarcli^le 
"  are  his  judgments,  and  his  ways  pad  finding  out!'* 

2*  The  riches  of  divine  grace  are  manifcfled  in  the 
crofs  of  Chrift  to  the  moft  aftonifliing  degree.  It  is  not 
merely  a  wonderful  work  of  God,  which  all  his  intelligent 
creatures  may  behold  widi  admiration,  but  it  is  a  defign 
in  which  we  ourfelves  have  an  immediate  and  an  infinite 
concern  :  For,  Ifa.  liii.  5.  *'  He  was  wounded  for  our 
*'  tranfgreffions^  he  was  bruifed  for  our  iniquities ;  the 
*'  challifement  of  our  peace  was  upon  him,  and  with 
^'  his  llripes  we  are  healed.''  O  what  an  amazing  difplay 
of  unmerited  love  !  Every  divine  perfection  indeed  ap- 
pears  in  it  very  clearly,  hut  chiefly  love.  The  tender 
mercy  of  our  God  predominates,  aftuatcs,  and  reigns 
through  the  whole.  Chrifi's  undertaking,  in  general,  is 
the  fruit  and  evidence  of  the  everlafling  love  of  God : 
John  iii.  16.  *'  For  God  fo  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave 
*'  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whofoever  believeth  in  him, 
**  fliould  not  perifli,  but  have  everlafling  life."  Salvation^ 
in  the  whole  of  its  purchafe  and  effect,  was  the  fruit  and 
cxpreflion  of  the  infinite  love  of  Chrift :  Rev.  i-  5,  6, 
**  Unto  him  that  loved  us,  and  wafhed  us  from  our  fins 
"  in  his  own  blood,  and  hath  made  us  kings  and  priefls 
^'  unto  God,  and  his  I  atber ;  to  him  be  glory  and  domi- 
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<*  nion  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen.''  The  believing  foul 
is  never  more  at  a  lofs  than  when  attempting  to  confefs  its 
obligations  to  redeeming  love.  The  human  mind  never 
feels  its  weaknefs  more  than  when  it  attempts  to  conceive, 
or  to  illuftrate,  this  truly  incomprehenflble  fubjeft. 

The  grace  of  redemption  may  be  confidered  and  illuf- 
trated  in  a  great  variety  of  lights :  From  the  greatnefs  of 
the  mifery  from  which  we  are  delivered  ;  for  **  we  are 
"  faved  from  wrath  through  him  ;**  From  the  greatnefs  of 
the  happinefs  to  which  we  are  entitled ;  for  we  are  made 
"  heirs  of  God,  and  joint  heirs  with  Chrift :"  From  the 
guilt  and  unworthinefs  of  the  objefls  of  this  love ;  for  it 
was  "  when  we  were  enemies'*  that  "  we  were  reconci- 
**  led  to  God  by  the  death  of  his  Son.'»  But  befides  thefe 
confiderations,  there  is  more  than  enough  of  divine  mercy 
to  excite  our  wonder  in  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  the  price  paid 
for  our  redemption. 

Great  fufferings  ufually  melt  the  heart  to  fympathy  and 
tendemeis,  though  we  have  no  immediate  concern  in  them 
at  all :  but  how  much  more  muft  every  fource  of  tender- 
nefs  be  opened,  when  we  confider  the  fuiFerer  as  an  inno- 
cent perfon,  and  as  fuffering  in  our  room !  Remember  the 
perfon,  remember  the  nature,  remember  the  greatnefs,  re- 
member the  end,  of  his  fuflPering ;  the  eternal  Son  of  God, 
the  great  Immanuel,  covered  with  fhame,  dragged  to  an 
unrighteous  tribunal,  not  to  abide  the  decrees  of  juftice, 
but  to  bear  the  effcfts  of  blinded  rage !  See  him,  O  (hock- 
ing  fight !  blind-folded,  buffeted,  and  fpit  upon,  feverely 
fcourged,  crowned  with  thorns,  arrayed  in  purple,  adored 
in  derifion  !  See  him  nailed  to  the  crofs !  ()  (hameful,  O 
tormenting,  O  moft  accurfed  manner  of  death  !  Is  it  pof- 
fible  to  conceive  the  grace  of  this  amazing  humiliation, 
this  infinite  condefcenfion  ?  I  would  even  call  it  incredi- 
ble condefcenfion,  but  that  happily  it  carries  upon  it  this 
great  truth.  That  God's  ways  are  not  as  our  ways,  nor  his 
thoughts  as  our  thoughts.  Apply  it  therefore,  O  finner  ! 
and  fee  how  it  magnifies  the  love  of  God.  Was  all  this 
abafement,  all  this  (hame,  all  this  fuffering  for  me  ?  and 
fhall  I  not  glory  in  the  crofs  ?  Shall  I  even  glory  in  any 
thing  but  the  crofs  ?  As  it  magnifies  the  divine  power,  as 
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it  TTiagnlfies  the  divine  mercy,  fo  it  magmftes  the  (inner* 
Is  it  any  \tk  to  our  honor  than  to  hi.^  fliamc  ?  Wc  tjm 
i>ever  appear  fo  valualile  as  when  our  falvation  is  purcba- 
fed  by  our  Saviour^s  dying  groans. 

3.  In  the  laft  place^  The  real  Chriftian  has  ncifofi  to 
glory  in  the  crofs,  for  its  efficacy  as  a  principle  of  tiinfli- 
fication.  This  is  plainly  implied  in  the  claufe  immedi- 
ately following  the  text :  for  *'  by  it  the  world  is  cnicified 
"  unto  me,  and  I  unto  die  world,"  The  apoftie  certain- 
ly has  this  alfo  in  view,  when  he  cefebnues  the  do&rine 
of  the  crofsas  the  wifdom  and  the  power  oi  God  iimo  faU 
vation-  And  indeed  to  eveiy  believer  the  i^rofs,  confiden 
cd  only  as  the  truth,  and  as  operating  by  taith  on  the  un- 
derllanding  and  heart,  is  fiich  an  argument  to  duty,  as 
there  is  not  another  in  the  whole  compals  of  human  know- 
ledge that  may  once  be  compared  to  it-  Dotrs  any  tbing 
fet  in  fo  ftrong  a  light  the  obligation  of  God^s  moft  holy 
law  ?  Does  any  thing  fet  in  fo  firofig  a  light  the  infinite 
evil  of  fin  ;  the  infinite  hohnefs  of  God  ?  the  infinite  dan* 
gerof  fin?  Muft  not  the  refledtion  of  every  believer  be, 
'^  Who  can  fland  before  this  Holy  Lord  God  ?  If  fuch 
"  things  be  done  in  the  green  tree,  what  fhall  be  done  in 
*'  the  dry  ?" 

But  what  is  the  great  fource,  evidence,  fum,  and  per- 
feftion  of  fanftification  ?  Is  it  not  the  love  of  God  ?  And 
how  (hall  this  be  produced  ?  how  fhall  it  be  preferved  and 
improved,  in  fo  efFedlual  a  manner,  as  by  believing  views 
ofthecrofs  ofChrift,  the  moft  tender  and  coftly  expreffion 
of  his  love  to  us  ?  i  John  iv.  19.  **  We  love  him  ;  be- 
"  caufe  he  firft  loved  us."  How  does  this  fill  the  Chrillian 
with  indignation  againft  fin,  which  he  muft  confider  as 
*'  crucifying  him  to  himfelf  afrefti  !"  &c.  How  does  it 
endear  to  him  his  Saviour's  commands  !  how  does  it  in- 
fpire  him  with  zeal  in  doing  his  will,  and  fortitude  in  fuf- 
fering  for  his  caufe  !  Will  any  thing  fo  efteftually  deter- 
mine us  to  love  our  fellow-creatures,  as  his  command  and 
example  ?  Will  any  thing  fo  effeQually  perfuade  us  to  dif. 
charge  the  moft  important  duties  to  others,  I  mean,  feek- 
ing  their  eternal  welfare,  as  the  value  of  a  precious  foul 
cflimatcd  by  the  crofs  ?  Will  any  thing  h  effeaiually  dif» 
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pofc  us  to  the  moft  difficult  duties  to  others,  I  mean  meek^ 
nefs,  patience  and  forgivenefs,  as  the  great  debt  cancelled 
to  us  by  his  fufierings  on  the  crofs  i  Is  it  poiTible  that  his 
own  words,  in  thrt  awful  feafon,  can  ever  be  forgotten, 
"  Father,  forgive  them ;  for  they  know  not  what  they  do  r*' 
I  cannot  at  prefent  enlarge  further  on  thefe  views  ;  but 
well  might  the  apoille,  and  well  may  every  Chriftian,  glory 
in  his  Mailer's  crofs,  for  the  unfpeakable  benefit  he  re- 
ceives from  it :  For,  i  Cor.  i.  30,  **  Of  him  arc  ye  in  Chrift 
"  Jefus,  who  of  God  is  made  unto  us  wifdom,  and  righte- 
"  oufnefs,  and  fanftification,  and  redemption/* 

I  proceed  now  to  make  fome  praftical  application  of 
what  hath  been  faid.     And, 

I.  From  what  hath  been  faid,  you  may  learn  what  is 
the  great  and  leading  doftrine  of  the  gofpel,  the  fum  and 
fubftance  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus,  viz.  the  doftrine  of 
the  crofs,  or  Chrift  fufiering  the  wrath  of  God,  to  redeem 
us  from  hell.  This  was  the  great  defign  formed  in  the 
councils  of  peace,  early  intimated  in  the  firft  promife,  gra- 
dually unfolded  in  after  ages,  and  completely  manifefted 
in  the  fulnefs  of  time.  The  Saviour  was  the  fubjeft  of 
the  ancient  promifes,  the  hope  of  the  ancient  patriarchs,  the 
fubftarice  of  the  New-Teftament  difpenfation,  and  the 
burden  of  the  cverlafting  gofpel.  He  faith  of  himfelf. 
Rev.  i.  8,  "  I  am  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  beginning  and 
•*  the  ending,  faith  the  Lord,  which  is,  and  which  was, 
♦*  and  which  is  to  come,  the  Almighty."  On  his  glorious 
charafler,  and  precious  blood,  the  infpired  apoftles  delight- 
ed to  dwell.  Did  they  then  miftake  their  meflage  ?  did 
they  miflead  their  hearers  ?  No ;  it  was,  and  it  fliall  ever 
remain  an  unchangeable  truth,  what  the  apoftle  declares, 
I  Cor.  iii.  11.  "  For  other  foundation  can  no  man  lay, 
"  than  that  is  laid,  which  is  Jefus  Chrift." 

On  this  foundation,  every  thing  that  is  agreeable  to  the 
will  of  God,  in  do£trine  or  pradlice,  muft  be  built-  Every 
other  part  of  the  word  of  God  derives  light  and  beauty 
firom  the  crofs ;  every  other  part  of  the  word  of  God  de- 
rives  force  and  meaning  from  the  crofs ;  every  other  part 
of  the  word  of  God  derives  life  and  efficacy  from  the  crofs. 
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Let  us  therefore  remember  its  influence  and  value,  and 
never  lo'b  view  of  it.  Let  us  defpjfe  the  tgnorant  re- 
proaches of  rhofe  who  flander  it  as  unfavorable  to  mora! 
virtue-  I  dare  not  fay  indeed,  that  it  is  very  fAVorable  to 
an  oilentatious  parade  of  human  merit ;  but  I  am  fure  it 
is  the  only  %tay  of  producing  felf^denied  obedience  to  Uie 
Will  of  God, 

2*  From  what  hath  been  faid,  you  may  fee  die  ^ilt 
and  danger  of  the  enemies  of  the  crofs,  and  at  the  (ame 
time  may  learn  who  they  are  who  deferve  this  charafCter. 
They  may  be  divided  into  two  diftina  claflfes :  i.  Thofc 
who  are  enemies  in  principle  to  the  crofs,  who  have  no 
fcnfe  oi'  their  own  unworthitiefs,  of  the  evil  of  fin^  or  the 
necedity  of  an  atonement.  Such  may  fometimes  retain 
the  name  of  ChnlUans,  and  contend  that  they  ought  ta 
retain  it,  while  they  oppofc,  wiih  the  utmofl  virulence  and 
malice,  its  mo  ft  important  and  fundamental  truth-  I 
cannot  think,  without  horror,  on  the  guilt  and  ingraliliide 
of  alt  fuch  perfons,  and  the  fearful  puniQimcm  whkh  ihcy 
fhall  meet  with  at  laftj  when  this  defpifed  Saviour'*  fhaj[ 
**  come  in  the  clouds,  and  every  eye  fliall  fee  him/'  i. 
They  are  alfo  enemies  to  this  truth  who  are  governed  in 
temper  and  practice  by  a  fpirit  direftly  op|)ofite  to  that  of 
the  crofs.  The  fhame  and  reproach  which  the  crofs  im- 
nlied  are  not  fufficiently  attended  to,  nor  the  humility  and 
lelf-denial  neceflary  to  all  thofe  who  would  be  the  follow- 
ers  of  a  crucified  mafter-  Are  there  not  many  who  will 
have  no  religion  but  what  will  be  pliable,  and  accommo- 
date itfelf  to  the  maxims  of  the  world  ?  Loaded  with  pru- 
dence, they  are  unwilling  to  break  meafures,  either  with 
the  good  or  the  bad.  Dazzled  with  human  pomp,  they 
defpiie  every  thing  in  religion,  but  what,  either  in  fub- 
Itance  or  circumftances,  is  grateful  to  human  pride.  Fa- 
fliionable  pradlices,  however  dangerous  or  vicious,  they 
have  not  courage  to  oppofe*  It  were  well,  if  they  would 
confider  the  ancient  form  of  confeffion  at  baptifm.  Do 
you  renounce  the  devil,  and  all  his  works  ?  I  do.  Do 
you  renounce  the  world,  its  pomps,  its  pleafures,  and  its 
vanities  ?  I  do.  And  this  was  not  merely  Heathenifli 
kloldtry,  and  ceremonies  of  falfe  worlhip,  but  that  indul^ 
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gence  of  vanity,  and  that  gratification  of  appetite,  in  which 
worldly  men,  in  every  age,  place  their  fupreme  delight. 

3.  What  hath  been  faid  may  ferve  for  the  fupport  and 
coniblation  of  real  believers,  under  the  trials  to  which 
they  are  expofed  in  the  prefent  flate.  It  is  melancholy  to 
think,  how  frequently,  and  how  eafily,  we  are  unhinged 
by  dillrefs  ;  what  difcontent  and  impatience  we  are  apt  to 
difcover  under  fuffering.  Alas !  my  brethren,  are  you 
not  afbamed  of  impatience,  when  you  confidcr  the  un* 
paralleled  fufferings  of  your  Redeemer  in  your  room  ?  A 
believing  view  of  the  Saviour*s  crofs,  one  would  think, 
might  flop  every  mouth,  and  compofe  every  murmuring 
thought.  Has  he  fufiered  fo  much  for  us  ?  and  fhall  we 
refufe  to  fufFer  from  him,  and  for  him  ?  His  fufferings 
Ihould  make  us  patient,  as  they  ihew  us  the  evil  of  fin, 
and  what  we  have  deferved.  Did  we  really  deferve  aveng- 
ing wrath  ?  and  fhall  we  dare  to  complain  of  fatherly  cor- 
re£tion  ?  Did  he  fuiFer  with  patience  who  did  no  fm  ? 
and  fhall  we  complain  who  are  punifhed  lefs  than  our  ini- 
quities deferve  ?  His  fufferings  ihould  teach  us  patience, 
becaufe  they  take  away  the  bittemefsand  malignity  of  our 
fufferings,  and  turn  them  from  a  poifon  to  a  medicine  : 
he  hath  exhaufted,  if  I  may  fpeak  fo,  the  whole  wrath  of 
God,  and  left  nothing  for  us  but  what  is  highly  falutary. 
And  as  he  hath  changed  the  nature  of  all  the  fufferings  of 
life,  he  hath  taken  away  the  fling  of  death,  which  is  the 
end  of  all  our  fuffering.  That  blood  which  fpeaks  peace 
to  the  wounded  fpirit,  fhould  be  a  healing  balm  to  the 
wounded  body. 

But  of  all  the  different  Mnds  of  fuffering,  if  we  pretend 
to  glory  in  the  crofs,  we  ought  to  be  leafl  afraid  of  the  re- 
proach thrown  upon  us  for  adherence  to  our  duty.  To 
glory  in  the  crofs,  is  indeed  to  glory  in  fliame.  The  form 
of  expreffionufed  with  regard  to  Peter  and  John,  Ads  v. 
4^  is  very  remarkable.  They  departed  from  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  touncil,  rejoicing  that  they  were  counted  vvor- 
thy  to  fuffer  fliame  for  his  name.  .  It  would  greatly  tend 
to  fortify  us  againfl  this  trial,  if  we  would  lay  up  in  our 
hearts  what  hath  been  faid  on  the  do£trine  of  the  crofs.  If 
it  is  impoflible  to  avoid  it,  we  mull  needs  fit  down  com 
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poiedly  under  it*  And  if  our  attadiment  to  oar  gremt 
waiter  is  what  it  ought  to  be,  wc  will  chearfuUy  follow 
him  even  without  the  camp,  bearing  his  reproach. 

4.  In  the  lijsi  place.  By  what  hath  been  faid,  yoti  may 
try  your  title  to  fit  down  at  the  Jjords  table,  and  leam 
youremplo)  nient  there.  Thi£  ordinance  h  a  Icnfibie  tnc- 
morial  ot  our  Redeemer's  crofs  and  paffion.  It  was  on 
the  crofs  that  his  body  was  brokenj  and  his  blood  (bed,  for 
you.  A\rc  you  then  to  commemorate  it  ?  You  cannoc? 
do  fo^  either  in  an  acceptable  or  profitable  manner*  ujilefs 
you  can  join  the  apoiUc  in  glorying  in  it<  Have  you  fecn 
any  thin^ofthe  excellence  and  amiablenefs  of  tliis  dcfpi- 
fed  objefi  ?  Nothing  fo  taftelefs  and  infjpid  to  the  proud 
and  felt-righteous;  nothing  fo  delightful  and  refrefliing  to 
the  broken  in  heart.  Have  you  feen  any  thing  of  the  glo- 
ry of  the  true  God^  in  the  fa  (Ter ings  of  Chrift  ?  and  can 
]  ou  fay  with  the  apoftle  Paul,  Hcb.  ii<  10.  '*  It  became 
*'  him,  tor  whom  are  all  things,  and  by  whom  are  all 
**  things,  in  bringing  many  fons  unto  glory,  to  make  the 
**  Captain  of  their  lalvation  perfeft  through  fufferings," 
Do  you  fee  the  glory  of  infinite  mercy  in  the  crofs  ?  and 
are  your  hearts  drawn  with  the  cords  of  love  to  him  who 
'^  loved  you,  and  gave  himfelf  for  you  r"  Have  you  expe- 
rienced the  fanclifying  influence  of  the  crofs  ?  are  your 
corruptions  weakened  and  mortified  by  looking  upon  it? 
Is  it  your  unfeigned  defire,  that  they  may  be  finally  de- 
ftroyed  by  it  ? 

I'o  draw  to  a  conclufion  of  the  fubjeft  :  I  cannot  point 
out  your  duty  to  you  in  a  manner  more  fulted  to  this  day's 
employment,  or  more  proper  for  your  after  fecurity  and 
comfort,  than  to  turn  the  three  reafons  for  glorying  in  the 

crofs  into  the  form  of  exhortations. 1  befeech  you,  my 

beloved  hearers,  contemplate  the  glory  of  God  in  the  crofs 
ofChrilt.  See  him,  infinite  in  power,  infinite  in  wifdom, 
infinite  in  holinefs.  You  may  fee  a  faint  emblem  of  his 
glory  in  the  book  of  nature ;  but  you  can  only  fee  his 
tranfcendent  majefiy  in  the  book  of  God.  And  may  "he 
*'  who  at  firfl  commanded  the  light  to  fhine  out  of  dark- 
"  nefs,  fliine  in  your  hearts,  to  give  you  the  light  of  the 
"  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God,  in  the  face  of  Jefu^^^ 
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"  Chrift  !" — Adore  and  apply  the  riches  of  divine  grace. 
Let  the  convinced,  fearful,  trembling  fmncr,  fly  to  thij 
atoning  blood,  reft  his  hope  upon  it,  and  be  fccure. — ^And 
neglefk  not  to  ufe  the  crofs  of  Chrift  for  mortifying  your 
corruptions.  Let  your  views  of  it  now  be  lively  and 
ttrong,  and  carry  the  fame  impreffion  away,  to  be  your 
great  prefervative  from  daily  temptation.  Make  no  image 
of  the  crofs  in  your  houfes  ;  but  let  the  remembrance  of 
it  be  ever  on  your  hearts.  One  lively  view  of  this  great 
object  will  cool  the  flames  of  unclean  luft:  one  lively  view 
of  this  great  objeft  will  make  th^  unjuft  man  quit  his  hold : 
one  lively  view  of  this  tremendous  objeft  will  make  the 
angry  man  drop  his  weapon  :  nay,  one  look  of  mercy 
from  a  dying  Saviour  will  make  even  the  cov,etous  man 
open  his  heart.  In  one  word,  believing  views  of  the  crofs 
of  Chrift  will  unite  the  Chriftian  more  and  more  to  a  re- 
conciled  God,  will  make  his  prefence  comfortable,  his 
worihip  delightful,  and  excite  a  humble  longing  for  that 
time  when  we  (hall  fee  him  no  more  thrqugh  the  help  of 
thefe  elements,  but  as  he  is  in  himfelf,  exalted  on  bis 
throne,  where  his  worftiip  and  fervice  are  evcrlafting. 


Vol.  I. 
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THE  WORLD  CRUCIFIED  by  the  CROSS  of  CHRIST. 


SERMON  9- 


GALATIANS  vi.  14.  laft  claufe. 


— —  By  whom  the  world  is  crucified  to  mr,  and  /  unto  tAfi 

world. 


THHE  charafter  of  a  fcrvant  of  God  is  fometimes  dc- 
J^  fcribed  in  fcriptyre  by  particular  difpoiitions  or  in- 
fiances  of  obedience,  and  fometimes  by  a  general  view  of 
the  fpirit  that  runs  through  the  whole  of  his  temper  and 
carriage.  Each  of  tbefe  ways  has  its  own  advantage  and 
ufe.  Each  of  them  is  to  be  found  in  its  proper  order  in 
the  holy  fcriptures,  and  ftands  there  as  a  proof  of  their 
fulnefs  and  perfe&ion.  The  whole  of  this  paflage,  but 
particularly  the  laft  claufe,  upon  which  I  am  now  to  infift, 
is  of  the  general  kind,  and,  in  the  apoftle's  own  example, 
gives  us  a  very  comprehenfive  view  of  what  ought  to  be 
the  temper  and  difpofition  of  every  real  Chriftian  ;  "  By 
*'  whom/'  that  is,  by  Chrift  crucified,  or,  "  by  which,'* 
that  is  to  fay,  by  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  "  the  world  is  cruci« 
"  fied  unto  me,  and  I  unto  the  world.'* 

This  defcription  will  ferve,  if  carefully  attended  to,  as 
a  trial  and  touchftone  of  fincerity  :  and,  in  particular,  will 
ferve  to  diftinguifli  real  religion  from  fome  of  its  moft  de« 
ceitful  and  plaufible  counterfeits.  At  the  fame  time,'-^  it 
will  furnifti  the  fincere  ChriCUan  with  very  important  di- 
redlions  for  his  prefervation  and  improvement^  by  point* 
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ing  out  the  nioil  fatal  and  dangerous  rocks  of  temptatk 
tthich  it  is  his  intereH  to  avoid.  Having  expUiiied  the 
vronis  in  my  difcourfc  upon  the  former  part  ot  the  verfc, 
1  now  only  obferve,  that  the  propofidan  contained  in  theui 
is  ^*  That  the  workJ  is  crucified  to  the  believer,  and  he  to 
'*  the  world,  by  the  crofs  of  Chrift."  This  naturally  re- 
folves  itfclfinto  two  parts,  which  I  propofe  to  conridcr 
diftinftly,  '^iz* 

L  What  is  the  import  of  a  believer^s  being  crucified  to 
the  world,  and  the  world  to  him* 

II-  What  influence  the  crofs  of  Chrift  hath  in  producing 
this  effeft.     Having  done  this,  I  will, 

JIL  Make  a  practical  improvement  of  the  fubjcct, 

1.  FrRsr,  then,  we  are  to  confder  the  impoit  of  a  be- 
liever's being  crucified  to  the  world,  and  the  world  to  him • 
Thisfeems  to  deferve  the  greater  attention^  that  through 
the  whole  New  Teftamcnt,  there  is  a  dlreCl  oppofition 
fiited  between  the  world  and  the  difciples  of  Chriit  i  an 
oppofition  of  character,  an  oppofition  of  intereft^  and  a 
continual  confli6l  in  confequence  of  both ;  John  xv.  i8, 
19.  "  If  the  world  hate  you,  ye  know  that  it  hated  me 
**  before  it  hated  you.  If  ye  were  of  the  world,  the  world 
"  would  love  his  own ;  but  becaufe  ye  are  not  of  the  world, 
*'  but  I  have  chofen  you  out  of  the  world,  therefore  the 
**  world  hateth  you."  In  this  paflage  the  world  fecms  to 
be  taken  chiefly  for  the  men  of  the  world,  or  its  inhabi- 
tants. It  is,  however,  taken  in  a  more  extenfive  fenfe  in 
the  two  following :  i  John  ii.  15.  "  Love  not  the  world, 
**  neither  the  things  that  are  in  the  world.  If  any  man 
*'  love  the  world,  the  love  of  the  Father  is  not  in  him.** 
I  John  V.  4.  "  For  whatfoever  is  born  of  God,  overcomerh 
*'  the  world :  and  this  is  the  vidlory  that  ovcrcometh  the 
"  world,  even  our  faith."  Here,  no  doubt,  it  fignifies  not 
only  men,  and  our  hopes  or  fears  from  them,  but  every 
thing  in  the  prefent  life  that  may  be  the  objeft  of  carnal 
affeftion,  of  finful  or  undutiful  attachment. 

The  expreffion  in  the  text,  "  The  world  is  crucified  to 
•'  me*'  is  figurative  ;  but  abundantly  plain,  and  exceed- 
ingly  ftrong.     It  might  be  confidered  very  extenUvaly, 
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and  feveral  things  upon  it  may  probably  afterwards  occun 
Let  it  fufficc  at  prefent  to  make  two  obfervations.  i.  This 
intimates  the  fincerity  and  heartinefs  of  the  believer's  op- 
pofition  to  the  world.  It  mud  be  remembered,  that  cru- 
cifixion was  a  death  the  moft  painful  and  difgraceful  that 
could  poflibly  be  inflided.  When  this  image  therefore, 
is  borrowed,  and  applied  to  the  believer's  feparation  from 
the  world,  it  implies  not  only  an  indifference  to  it,  but 
she  moft  fovereign  contempt  of  it,  from  the  deepeft  and 
ftrongeft  conviftion  of  its  abfolute  vanity.  Nay,  as  no 
perfons  were  crucified,  but  who  were  hated  as  well  as 
defpifed  by  their  judges,  to  be  crucified  to  the  world,  im- 
plies  an  unfeigned  abhorrence  of  its  pollution,  and  a  dread 
of  being  enflaved  by  it. 

2.  The  fame  thing  intimates  the  perpetuity  and  fixed- 
nefs  of  the  Chriftian's  oppofition  to  the  world.  Thofe  who 
were  crucified  were  devoted  to  deftruftion,  when  they 
were  nailed  to  the  tree  ;  they  were  not  only  tormented  for 
a  feafon,  but  fixed  there  till  death  concluded  the  fcene : 
fo  I  apprehend  the  apoftle  intended  to  fignify,  by  this  ex- 
preffion,  his  final  feparation  from  the  world,  without  the 
leaft  hope  or  defire  of  ever  returning  to  it. 

After  taking  this  fhort  and  general  view  of  the  import 
oftheexpreflion,  it  will  be  neccffary  more  diftinftly  and 
fiilly  to  confider  what  is  implied  in  being  crucified  to  the 
world.  This  ought  to  be  done  with  the  greater  care,  that 
it  is  at  once  an  important  and  difficult  duty.  To  be  truly 
crucified  to  the  world,  I  am  afraid  is  exceeding  rare ;  and 
even  thofe  who  are  fo  in  fincerity,  upon  the  whole,  are  far 
from  being  fo  in  the  degree  that  they  ought  to  be.  The 
punilhment  of  crucifixion  is  a  ftrong  image,  in  one  par- 
ticular, of  the  believer's  character.  Though  it  was  cer- 
tain death,  it  was  flow  and  lingering ;  fo  worldlinefs,  in 
many  perfons,  continues  long  vigorous,  and  dies  vtry 
flowly. 

There  is  another  reafon  for  treating  this  fubjeft  with 
care,  that  men  are  very  apt  to  confider  fuch  expreflionsat 
extravagant,  and  carrying  matters  an  unreafonable  length. 
Miftaking  the  nature  of  the  duty,  they  are  neither  con- 
cerned tbemfelves  to  pradife  it,  nor  will  they  allow  that 
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any  body  elfe  does  fo  in  reality.  I  will  therefore  endeavor 
to  fhew  you,  i.  What  is  not  implied  in  crucifying  the 
world  ;  ?.  Wherein  it  immediately  and  properly  coiifills. 

On  the/r5/  of  tliefe,  I  beg  your  attention  to  tlie  follow- 
ing particulars. 

u  The  world's  being  crucified  to  us,  does  not  imply 
that  there  is  any  evil  in  the  natural  worlds  confidered  ia 
kfelf^  and  as  the  work  of  God.  'J^he  whole  franic  of  na- 
ture, as  it  was  produced  and  is  preferved  by  God,  and  the 
whole  courfe  of  Providence,  as  conduced  by  him,  are 
perfcL^ly  faulilefs.  Wc  may  even  fay  more,  the  creaiioa 
carriL's  on  it  fucban  image  of  its  Maker,  as  the  maleriils 
are  able  to  bear.  In  this  view,  it  is  our  duty  to  look  upon 
the  world  vvidi  reverence,  and  adore  the  glory  of  God  in 
all  its  parts,  from  the  highefl  to  the  lovvcft*  The  evU  arifes 
wholly  from  ourIclves»  and  our  difpofition  to  fin,  WTjcii 
wc  fay  a  corrupt  enticing  deceitful  world,  it  is  but  another 
way  of  fpcaking  for  the  corruption  of  the  human  heart. 

2.  It  does  not  imply  that  we  fhould  undea'alue  or  be 
infenfible  of  prefent  mercies.  Every  gift  of  God  is  good, 
if  it  be  received  with  thankfulnefs,  and  ufed  with  fobriety. 
The  more  the  world  is  crucified  as  it  ought  to  be,  the  more 
we  will  difcern  the  goodnefs  of  God,  even  in  common 
mercies.  It  is  matter  of  daily  experience,  and  well  wor- 
thy of  obfervation,  that  thofe  who  idolize  the  world  mod, 
as  an  object  of  finful  define,  do  ufually  defpife  the  world 
moil,  as  the  fubjedl  or  ground  of  thankfulnefs  to  God.  A 
voluptuous,  ambitious,  or  envious  perfon,  whopurfuesthe 
world  with  eagernefs,  and  never  thinks  he  has  enough, 
is  commonly  difcontented  and  unthankful.  His  eyes  are 
fo  wiftfully  fixed  on  what  he  wants,  that  he  neither  re- 
members  nor  values  what  he  already  has.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  felf-denied  and  mortified  Ghriftian,  though  de- 
fpifing  the  world  as  an  objeft  of  purfuit,  is  yet  deeply  fen- 
fiblt  of  the  kindnefs  of  Providence,  in  his  daily  prcferva- 
tion,  or  liberal  provifion,  A  mind  formed  upon  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  gofpel,  may  look  down  with  contempt  upon 
the  luftre  of  a  throne,  and  yet  know  the  value,  and  feel  a 
fcnfe  of  gratitude  in  the  poffcflion  of  a  crumb. 
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3.  It  doth  not  imply  that  the  world  is  ufelefs  to- a  be- 
liever, even  with  regard  to  his  fpiritual  benefit.  It  is  not 
only  certain  that  he  may  have,  but  that  he  will  have,  the 
fanftified  improvement  of  every  (late  :  Rom.  viii.  28. 
•'  And  we  know  that  all  things  work  together  for  good, 
•*  to  them  that  love  God,  to  them  who  are  the  called  ac- 
"  cording  to  his  purpofe."  The  fame  mercies  which  make 
a  wicked  man  infolent,  make  a  good  man  thankful.  They 
alfo  extend  his  power  of  doing  good  to  others.  You  may 
f(je,  by  our  Saviour's  advice,  how  the  world  may  be  pro- 
fitably employed  :  Luke  xvi.  9.  *'  And  I  fay  unto  you, 
**  Make  to  yourfelvcs  friends  of  the  mammon  of  unrigh- 
**  teoufnefs  ;  that  when  ye  fail,  they  may  receive  you  in- 
"  to  everlafting  habitations."  See  alfo  the  account  of  his 
procedure  at  the  great  day,  Matth.  xxv.  34. — 36.  "  Then 
"  fhall  the  King  fay  unto  them  on  his  right  hand.  Come, 
"  ye  bleffed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared 
**  for  you  from  the  foundation  of  the  world.  For  I  was  an 
"  hungred,  and  ye  gave  me  meat :  I  was  thirfty,  and  ye 
"  gave  me  drink :  I  was  a  ftranger,  and  ye  took  me  in : 
"  naked,  and  ye  clothed  me :  1  was  fick,  and  ye  vifited 
"  me  :  I  was  in  prifon,  and  ye  came  unto  me." 

4.  It  does  not  imply  that  we  ought  to  retire  from  the 
employment  or  bufinefs  of  the  world  altogether.  Though 
there  is  a  manifeft  danger  in  being  too  much  involved  in 
bufinefs,  as  well  as  too  much  devoted  to  pleafure ;  it  is  ait 
error,  on  the  other  hand,  to  place  religion  in  voluntary  po- 
verty,  in  monkifh  aufterity,  or  uncommanded  maceration 
of  the  body.  Thisls  not  doing,  but  deferting  our  duty :  it 
is  not  crucifying  the  world,  but  going  out  of  it ;  it  is  not 
overcoming  the  world,  but  flying  from  it. 

But  let  us  now  confider,  direftly  and  pofitively,  what 
is  implied  in  the  world's  being  crucified  to  us,  and  we  to 
the  world.  And  that  the  after  illuftrations  may  be  at  once 
more  intelligible  and  more  convincing,  it  will  not  be  im*- 
proper  to  begin  by  faying,  in  general,  that  we  mud  be 
crucified  to  the  world  in  thofe  refpedts  in  which  man,  at 
his  firft  apoftafy,  fell  away  to  the  world  from  God.  While 
man  continued  in  innocence,  the  world,  which  in  itfelf 
is  without  (lain,  was  never  put  to  any  but  a  facred  "fe- 
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It  was  thai  a  theatre  of  divine  gtor)s  as  indeed  it  if  flill  j 
but  not  a  fcene  of  human  guilt,  as  it  is  now.     It  was  in** 
tended  for  a  place  of  trial,  however,  in  which  man  was. 
left  to  the  freedom  of  his  own  will;  and  therefore  it  was 

capable  of  being  abufed-  Thence  came  that  lacrilegious 
attachment  to  the  workU  from  which  it  is  fo  much  omt  in^ 
tereli  to  be  effeiSually  delivered.  But  to  explain  this  maU 
rer  a  little  more  at  large,  Uje  world  mufl  lie  cnititicd  to 
the  believer  in  the  foUov^^rng  refpeils  ;  which,  though  I 
confefs  they  all  come  at  laft  to  the  fame  things  yet  I  ihii  Jc 
It  is  proi>erand  neceffaiy  to  mention  dirttnftly. 

I*  As  it  is  i&e  subjtci  und  occasion  of\  or  a  temptation 
to  sin.  It  is  very  plain,  that  hovvever  laultlcfs  and  excel- 
lent  the  whole  works  of  nature  and  providence  are  in  theni- 
fclves,  from  the  corruption  of  our  nature  they  become  the 
food  of  carnal  alTeclion,  the  fuel  of  concupifcence*  The 
very  liberality  of  Providence,  and  rich  provifion  made 
for  the  fupply  of  our  wants  and  the  gratification  of  oar 
appetites,  becomes  a  temptation  to  grofs  fenfuality,  and 
criminal  indulgence.  This  is  well  defcrihed  by  the 
apoftle  John,  i  Ep.  ii.  i6,  '^For  all  that  is  in  the  world, 
*'  the  lull  of  the  flefh,  and  the  luft  of  the  eyes,  and  the 
*'  pride  of  life,  is  not  of  the  Fatlier,  but  is  of  the  world." 
In  this  view,  we  ought  to  hold  it  in  the  utmoft  abhorrence. 
But  how  is  this  to  be  done  ?  By  ferioufly  confidering  the 
unhappy  and  powerful  influence  it  hath  in  foliciting  us  to 
evil.  Indead  of  being  taken  with  its  charms,  we  ought 
to  dread  their  force,  we  ought  to  be  fenfible  how  unequal 
we  are  to  the  conflift,  and  how  unable,  without  fuperior 
flren^th,  to  keep  ourfelves  from  its  polkition. 

When  we  f^e  perfons  in  honor  and  power,  and  are 
tempted  to  envy  their  diftinguiflied  rank  in  life,  we  ought 
to  confider  how  naturally  exaltation  tends  to  intoxicate  the 
mind,  how  few  are  able  to  bear  honor  or  reputation  with 
humility,  and  how  little  reafon  v/e  have  to.  confide  in  our 
own  lleadinel's  and  refolution.  When  we  fee  the  fplendor 
of  a  rich  and  affluent  ftate,  we  ought  to  confider  the  (Irong 
temptation  which  commonly  arifes  from  riches,  to  con- 
tempt of  God,  oppreflion  of  others,  fenfuality  of  temper^ 
and  forgetfulnefs  of  eternity.     Suffer  me,  on  this  fubjeft, 
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to  make  every  man  his  own  reprover.  How  few  are  there 
in  a  rich  and  affluent  ftate,  whofe  condudl  in  the  applica- 
tion of  riches  you  can  wholly  approve !  Are  you  not  con- 
ilantly  blaming  them  for  coyeloufnefs  and  oppreffion  on 
the  one  hand,  or  prodigality  on  the  other  ?  How  is  it, 
then,  that  you  eptertain  no  fufpicion  that  you  yourfclves 
would  be  led  allray  by  the  fame  means  ?  Is  not  this  a 
ftrangc  infatuation,  and  blindnefs  to  divine  truth,  even 
where  every  word  of  the  Spirit  of  Goil  is  ratified  by  daily 
experience  ? 

when  we  fee  and  are  tempted  to  envy  the  votaries  of 
pleafure,  thofe  who  live  delicately  and  fare  funiptuoufly 
every  day,  we  ought  to  confider  what  a  dangerous  en- 
fnaring  thing  appetite  is,  how  it  Heals  upon  men  infenfu 
bly,  and  at  lall  enflaves  them  abfolutely ;  how  hard  it  is 
ioT  the  moft  cautious  to  fet  proper  bounds  to  it,  as  well  as 
how  dreadful  and  fatal  the  exceflive  indulgence  of  it  To 
crucify  the  world  then,  as  a  temptation  to  fin,  is  not  to 
confider  its  charms  by  themfelves,  but  always  in  connexion 
with  their  probable  cffedls.  This  feems  to  have  fuggefted 
the  wife  and  well-conceived  prayer  of  the  prophet  Ajur, 
Prgv.  XXX.  7,  8,  9.  "  Two  things  have  I  required  of  thee, 
*'  deny  me  them  not  before  I  die.  Remove  far  from  me 
*'  vanity  and  lies ;  give  me  neither  poverty  nor  riches, 
*'  feed  me  with  food  convenient  for  me  :  lell  I  be  full,  and 
"  deny  thee,  and  fay.  Who  is  the  Lord  ?  or  left  I  be  poor, 
"  and  fteal,  and  take  the  name  of  my  God  in  vain."'  On 
tlie  fame  thing  is  founded  the  advice  of  Solomon,  with 
regard  to  the  fin  of  fcnfuahty  :  Prov.  xxiii.  31.  **  Look 
"  not  thou  upon  the  wine  when  it  is  red,  when  it  giveth 
"  his  colour  in  the  cup,  when  it  moveth  itfelf  aright." 

2.  The  world  inuft  be  crucified  to  the  believer,  as  h 
ivouid  be  his  supreme  felicity  and  chief  good.  This  is  no 
otherwife  to  be  diftinguiihed  from  th^  former  confideration, 
than  as  the  general  courfe  and  dream  of  our  aflfcclions  dif- 
fers from  particular  a£ls  of  tranfgreffion.  It  is  very  ne- 
ccffary,  however,  to  attend  to  it ;  for  there  are  many  un- 
der the  habitual  government  of  a  worldly  mind,  who  do 
not  think  themfelves,  and  who  {perhaps  are  not  judly 
chargeable  with  grgfs  a^  of  irreg^^rity  an^  excefs.  I 
Vol.  T.  3  F 
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bleed  inwardly  to  think,  how  many  of  ilic  onliiiary  profcf- 
fot  s  of  religion  are  here  included.  How  many  are  there, 
who,  if  confcience  would  be  faithful,  mufl  coafefs,  that  llic 
favor  of  God,  his  worlhip,  his  fabbaths,  his  people,  arc  not 
their  fupreme  delight !  Yet  that  this  is  eflential  to  real  re- 
ligion, or  rather  is  the  fubflance  of  all  true  religion,  I  think 
we  have  repealed  affuranccs  in  the  holy  fcriptures*  It  ts 
pkin  from  the  language  of  the  Pfalmiil,  PIeI.  Ixxiii.  25, 
*'  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee  ?  and  there  is  none 
"  upon  earth  that  I  defire  befides  thee."  It  is  plain  from 
the  fum  of  the  moral  law,  Luke  x.  27-  *-*-  Thou  flialt  love 
^'  the  Lord  ihy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy 
'-  foul,  and  with  all  thy  ftrength^  and  with  all  tliy  mind  ; 
"  and  thy  neighbor  as  thyfclf;"  as  alfo  from  that  trying 
paffage,  Mattli-  x.  37-  **  He  that  lovcth  father  or  mother 
**  more  than  mc,  is  not  worthy  of  me ;  and  he  that  lovelh 
**  fon  or  daughter  more  than  me,  is  not  worthy  of  me*** 

Take  heed  then,  my  brethren,  to  this  important  truth* 
If  the  world  would  keep  its  di  (lance,  fo  to  fpeak,  it  might 
be  efteemed,  and  ufed,  in  its  proper  place,  and  to  its  pro- 
per end  ;  but  if  it  will  needs  pretend  to  be  what  it  is  not, 
and  to  promife  what  it  cannot  give,  we  muft  take  it  for  a 
deceiver,  and  hold  it  in  deteftation.  Your  Maker  form- 
ed  you  for  his  own  glory  :  He  muft  be  the  reft  and  confo- 
lation  of  your  fouls,  or  they  never  (hall  have  reft ;  he  mull 
be  their  happinefs,  or  they  fliall  be  miferable  for  ever.  But 
if  the  world  would  feem  to  be  your  home,  if  it  promifeth 
you  content  and  fatisfadlion,  if  the  poffelSon  of  it  is  the 
ultimate  end  at  which  you  afpire,  fo  that  you  do  not  hear- 
tily, and  with  afl'eftion,  look  any  further,  it  is  ufurping  its 
Creator's  throne ;  and  therefore  down  with  the  idol,  and 
tread  it  in  the  duft. 

Is  not  this  the  great  queftion  with  regard  to  us  alJ, 
Whether  the  objefts  of  faith,  or  of  fenfe,  things  prefentor 
things  to  come,  God  or  the  world,  has  the  poffcflion  of  our 
hearts  ?  A  believer  who  will  thankfully  receive  and  ufc 
tlic  bleflings  of  a  prefent  world  for  their  proper  end,  will 
notwithftanding  hold  it,  and  all  its  poffeffions,  in  the  high- 
eft  degree  of  contempt,  when  compared  with  the  one  thing 
needful.    He  will  fay,  from  the  bottom  of  his  heart,  in  the 
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prefenceof  an  all-feeing  Gkxl,  *'  Lord,  let  me  never  have 
**  my  portion  in  this  world  only.     The  glory  of  a  throne, 
^*  the  mod  inexhauftible  mines  of  gold  and  filver,  without 
*^  thy  favor,  I  would  not  only  defpife,  but  abhor." 
,  Whence  arifes  this  difpofition  in  the  believer  ?  From  a 
conviftion  of  the  unfatisfying  nature  of  all  earthly  enjoy, 
ments ;  from  an  inward  perfuafion  of  this  truth.  That 
**  the  world,  in  its  befl  flate,  is  altogether  vanity ;"  from 
a  fenfe  of  the  infinite  difproportion  between  the  pofTeffion 
of  the  creature,  and  the  favor  of  the  Creator ;  but,  above 
all,  from  a  deep  and  abiding  conviftion  of  the  precariouf- 
ncfs  and  uncenainty  of  all  earthly  things.     However  un- 
deniable it  is,  that  the  fafliion  of  this  world  pafleth  away, 
few  there  are  who  live  under  the  flrong  and  lively  prac- 
tical impreflion  of  it.     The  deceived  hearts  of  finners  be- 
lieve the  contrary.     How  well  are  they  defcribed  by  the 
Pfalmift,  Pfal.  xlix.  n,  12,  13.  *•  Their  inward  thought 
"  is,  that  their  houfcs  fliall  continue  for  ever,  and  their 
"  dwelling-places  to  all  generations  ;  they  call  their  landii 
*^  after  their  own  names.     Neverthelefs,  man  being  in 
*^  honor,  abideth  not :  be  is  like  the  bealls  that  perifli. 
"  This  their  way  is  their  folly ;  yet  their  pofterity  approve 
**  of  their  fayings  !'*    One  would  think,  nothing  more 
ihould  be  neceflary  to  crucify  the  world,  than  to  reflcft 
upon  the  many  defcriptions  given  us  in  the  word  of  God 
of  its  uncertain  duration ;  Pfal  xxxvii.  35,36-  "  I  have 
"  feen  the  wicked  in  great  power ;  and  fpreading  himfelf 
"  like  a  green  bay-tree.     Yet  he  pafTcd  away,  and  lo,  he 
"  was  not ;  yea,  I  fought  him,  but  he  could  not  be  found." 
Ifa.  xl  6.  "  And  the  voice  faid.  Cry.  And  he  faid,  What 
**  fhall  I  cry  ?  All  flefh  is  graft,  and  all  the  goodlinefs 
'*  thereof  is  as  the  flower  of  the  field.**     I  fhall  only  add 
our  Lord's  defcription  of  the  fudden  call  of  a  worldly  man 
to  death  and  judgment ;  Luke  xii.  16, 17,  i8, 19,  20,  21. 
**  And  he  fpake  a  parable  unto  them,  faying.  The  ground 
"  of  a  certain  rich  man  brought  forth  plentilully.    And  he 
"  thought  within  himfelf,  faying,  What  fliall  I  do,  becaufe 
"  I  have  no  room  where  to  beflow  my  fruits  ?  And  he  faid, 
*'  Tins  will  I  do ;  I  will  pull  down  my  bams,  and  build 
•*  greater ;  and  there  will  I  bellow  all  my  firuitc,  and  mj 
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*^  goods-  And  1  Will  fay  to  my  foul,  Soul,  thou  baft  much 
**  goofis  laid  up  for  many  years ;  lake  thine  eafc,  ear» 
**  drink,  and  be  merry.  Hut  God  faid  vnto  him,  Thoa 
*'  fool,  this  night  thy  foul  (hall  i^  reqiurcd  of  thee;  then 
**  uhofe  Ihall  thofe  thing's  be  which  ibou  haft  pfovicktl  ? 
*^'  So  is  he  tiiat  laycth  up  treafufie  for  himfelf^  and  Is  not 
"  rich  towards  God.'* 

3.  The  world  m  nil  be  cmcificd,  as  it  pretends  to  ^  ne- 
cesmry  w  Qur  felicity^  This  is  chiefly  direitcd  Agitinfl 
thofe  who  love  tlie  world  to  excefs*  though  at  the  fame 
lime  they  at  leaft  pretend  to  love  Goil  niore.  They  feem 
to  have  chofen  Gotl  as  their  fupreme  ;  but  ir  does  fiOt  ap* 
p^ar,  that  they  have  cbofen  him  as  their  fufficicnt  portion. 
The  world  iiill  bidks  fa  nruch  in  their  eye,  that  ihey 
know  no  happineJs  or  ctnnfor?  of  which  it  makes  not  z 
parr-  They  fee,  or  think  tbey  fee,  the  infufficiency  ol  the 
world,  without  the  favor  of  God,  as  a  reftjgc  when  the 
world  tails;  but  they  can  no  more  reft  fatisfied  in  God 
without  the  world,  than  in  the  world  without  God  I 
have  no  doubt  you  wilt  be  fenfible  there  are  many  amon;^ 
us  in  this  condition  :  nay,  I  am  afraid  there  will  be  not  a 
few  within  themfelvcs  fecretly  judifying  this  charadler  and 
conduft.     They  will  fay,  '  Is  it  poffible  to  deny  that  the 

*  world  is  necefTary  to  us  while  we  continue  here  ?  is  it  not 

*  fo  to  you  as  well  as  to  us  ?  and  therefore  why  ftiould  it 

*  not  be  regarded  in  this  light  ?' 

To  all  fuch  I  anfwer,  The  world,  in  a  certain  propor- 
tion, is  indeed  necefTary  to  us ;  but  this  proportion  is  not 
to  be  afcertained  by  us.  It  muft  be  left  to  the  difpofal  of 
infinite  wUclom,  without  any  conditions.  When  there  is 
a  divorce  or  feparation  between  the  believer  and  the  world, 
it  is  entire  and  complete,  without  referve  or  limitation. 
He  gives  up  all  as  the  objedt  of  carnal  affedlion,  that  he 
may  receive  again,  for  a  nobler  purpofe,  that  meafure 
which  feems  neceflnry  to  the  fandlified  will  of  God.  He 
is  juli  in  the  fituation  of  a  man  who,  having  contradted 
obligations  which  he  is  unable  to  difcharge,  hzis  furrendered 
his  all  into  the  hands  of  another;  and  has  no  further  ufe 
of  what  was  formerly  his  own,  than  as  much,  or  as  long 
as  the  new  proprietor  Ihall  think  fit.     I  know  no  image 
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that  more  properly  reprefents  the  condition  of  the  believer: 
with  this  difference,  that  in  human  affairs  the  change  is 
ufuallj  for  the  worfe  ;  but  in  fpiritual  things,  the  renunci- 
ation is  an  infinite  advantage,  and  the  feeming  lofs  an  un. 
fpeakable  gain. 

Think  not,  my  brethren,  that  this  is  carrying  matters 
to  excefs.  It  is  what  our  Saviour  exprefsly  requires  of  all 
that  would  embrace  his  doftrine :  Luke  ix.  23.  "And  he 
•*  faid  unto  them  all,  If  any  man  will  come  after  me,  let 
•^  him  deny  himfelf,  and  take  up  his  crofs  daily,  and  fol- 
"  low  me."  It  is  indeed  one  of  the  hard  fayings  of  the 
gofpel.  You  have  heard  it  fometimes  faid,  that  every 
Chriftian  muft  be  a  martyr  in  refolution  ;  and  doubtlel's 
the  world  is  not  thoroughly  crucified,  unlefs  our  attach- 
ment  to  every  worldly  enjoyment,  without  exception,  be 
fo  broken,  that  we  are  ready  to  refign  it  whenever  God, 
in  his  Providence,  fhall  fee  fit  to  demand  it.  We  have 
an  excellent  leffon  to  this  purpofe,  in  the  trial  to  which 
our  Saviour  put  the  young  man  in  the  gofpel,  with  a  de- 
cent  and  regular  profeffion  :  Matth.  xix.  21,  22.  *^  Jefus 
"  faid  unto  him,  If  thou  wilt  be  perfcft,  go  and  fell  that 
*^  thou  haft,. and  give  it  to  the  poor,  and  thou  (iialt  have 
*^  treafure  in  heaven :  and  come  and  follow  me.  But 
"  when  the  young  man  heard  that  faying,  he  went  away 
**  forrowful ;  for  he  had  great  poffeffions.'*  To  crucify 
the  world,  then,  is  to  count  no  worldly  enjoyment  what- 
ever neceflary,  either  to  our  prefent  comfort,  oreverlafting 
happinefs,  but  to  put  an  abfolute  and  unfhaken  confidence 
in  the  wildom  and  goodnefs  of  a  reconciled  God.  This  is 
excellently  expreiled  by  the  prophet  Habakkuk,  chap.  iii. 
17,  18.  **  Although  the  fig-tree  ftiall  not  bloffom,  neither 
''  fliall  fruit  be  in  the  vines,  the  labor  of  the  olives  (hall 
"  fail,  and  the  fields  Ihall  yield  no  meat,  the  flock  fhall  be 
*'  cut  off  from  the  fold,  and  there  fiiall  be  no  herd  in  the 
"  flails  :  yet  I  will  rejoice  in  the  L-ord,  I  will  joy  in  the 
"  God  of  my  falvation.'* 

4.  In  the  laft  place.  The  world  muft  be  cnicified,  as  it 
is  a  separate  and  independent  good^  without  its  due  rela- 
tion to  God.  God  himfelf  alone  is  independent.  Ail  other 
things  ftand  in  an  infeparable  relation  to  him,  and  fliould 
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be  ufed  in  fubfcfviency  to  his  honor:  "  For  of  him,  and 
**  through  him,  and  to  him,  are  all  things."  Every  rm- 
tional  creature,  who  cominues  in,  or  return  to  his  dxixy^ 
diicerns  this  relation^  and  maintaina  this  fubltrvicncy-  It 
was  the  firii  idolatry  and  facrilege,  to  break  the  lies  that 
join  the  Maker  lo  his  works,  and  love  ihe  creatures  for  Us 
own  fake.  But  he  that  is  crucified  to  the  workl,  will  con- 
fider  every  earthly  enjoyment  as  the  gift  of  God  :  he  will 
confeis  the  goodnefs  ot  God  in  bellowing  it,  and  will  obey 
the  command  of  God  in  the  ul'e  and  application  of  lU 
That  this  is  the  duty  of  a  Chriflian,  is  plain  from  the  ge* 
iierai  lirain  of  the  holy  fcriptures;  and  particularly  from 
thisesprtrfs  and  pofitive  decbration,  \  Cor-  >;*  31*  ^'  Whe* 
*^  ther  theretbre  ye  eat  or  drink^  or  whatfoever  ye  do,  do 
*^'  all  to  the  glory  of  God/' 

The  worldt  then,  as  a  feparate  independent  good*  or 
AS  a  mere  gratification  of  carnal  delire*  is  to  be  cnicifiecJ, 
It  was  not  given  us  for  fo  low  a  purpofe  as  the  indulgence 
of  Eippetiit%  l^'it  ^or  nobler  ends-  But  perhaps  it  will  be 
neceffary  to  obferve,  that  fome  of  the  myftic  writers  have 
railed  a  variety  of  improper  quellions  on  this  fubjeft. 
Some  have  affirmed  the  unlawfulnefs  of  tafting  any  of  the 
fweetnefs  of  created  enjoyments  more  than  was  barely 
necefl'ary  for  fubfillence.  It  is  eafy  to  fee,  that  it  muft  be 
very  hard,  in  many  fuch  cafes,  to  fix  the  bounds  between 
neceflity  and  convenience,  ufe  and  pleafure :  hence  the 
confcience  is  involved  in  unfpeakable  and  endlefs  perplex- 
ity. Upon  this  I  would  obferve,  that  the  general  refer- 
ence of  all  tilings,  even  common  actions,  to  the  glory  of 
God,  is  fufficiently  and  clearly  ellablifhed  upon  the  paf- 
fage  of  fcripture  above  mentioned.  But  in  order  to  do  this 
in  the  moil  profitable  manner,  fome  fubordinate  ends  alfo 
niuft  be  confidercd :  and  therefore,  not  only  what  is  ne- 
ceffary  to  healtli  and  comfort  mud  be  ufed  with  tliis  view, 
but  the  enjoyment  of  many  of  the  creatures  may  be  allow- 
ed as  the  truils  of  divine  bounty,  and  tending  to  infpire  an 
habiinal  chearfulnefs  and  gratitude  to  God. 

1  fliall  conclude  with  giving  you  thefe  two  general  rules 
"to  be  obferved  in  the  enjoyment  of  outward  mercies. 


{ 


by  the  Cross  of  Christ.  419 

1.  That  we  have  greater  teafon  to  guard  againfl  fins  of 
excefs  and  intemperance  than  of  abftinence.  The  firll 
are  unfpeakably  more  common  and  prevalent  than  the 
other  :  they  always  have  been  fo,  and  are  always  likely 
to  be  fo.  If  fome  few  have  gone  into  fuperltition,  by  ex- 
traordinary mortification,  thoufands  have  been  betrayed 
into  fin,  and  at  lafi  brought  to  perdition,  by  the  charms 
of  a  fenfual  life. 

2.  If  any  are  in  danger  of  erring  on  the  oppofite  fide, 
the  way  to  difcover  when  we  are  going  wrong,  is  to  con- 
fider,  whether  the  mortification  renders  us  more  fpiritual, 
and  more  aftive,  or,  by  excefs  of  fcrupulofity,  we  are 
confuming  our  time,  and  neglefting  our  duty.  The  de- 
ceits  of  Satan  are  very  fubtle  :  he  fills  fome  perfons  with 
fo  many  doubts  upon  every  particular,  that  they  are  like 
one  who  makes  little  progrefs  in  his  journey,  from  con* 
tinual  uncertainty,  and  frequent  Hopping  to  enquire  the 
way.  It  is  certainly  far  better  to  carry  on  the  general 
ends  of  God^s  glory,  and  point  to  this  as  our  ultimate  pur- 
pofe,  than  every  now  and  then  to  entangle  and  embarrafs 
ourfelves  with  queftlons  of  little  moment. 

Before  proceeding  to  the  fecond  general  head,  I  Ihall 
finifli  this  difcourfe  by  a  few  obfervations  for  the  improve- 
ment  of  what  hath  been  already  faid.     And, 

I.  From  what  hath  been  faid  upon  this  fubjeft,  you 
may  learn  the  great  importance  of  the  duty ;  that  it  is  the 
didinguifliing  charafter  of  a  real  Chrillian,  to  be  crucified 
to  the  world,  and  the  world  to  him.  Alas !  how  many 
deceive  themfelves  in  this  particular !  How  many  fatis- 
fy  themfelves  with  a  name  to  live,  when  they  are  dead ; 
with  a  form  ofgodlinefs,  while  they  deny  the  power  there- 
of!  How  many,  with  a  decent  and  regular  outward  pro- 
feflion,  are  yet  wholly  devoted  to  the  world !  Their  me- 
ditation dwells  upon  it ;  their  affeftions  centre  in  it ;  their 
care  is  bellowed  upon  it ;  and  their  delights  entirely  flow 
from  it.  Let  it  be  confidered,  that  there  is  nothing  more 
contrary  to  true  religion.  The  world,  or  created  good,  is 
the  great  competitor  with  God  for  the  heart.  All  the  ho- 
nor and  efteem  that  is  given  to  it  is  taken  from  God.  All 
the  fervice  and  obedience  that  is  bellowed  upon  it  is  relu^ 
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fed  to  God.  Call  to  mind  fonic  of  the  pafljiges  of  fcrip* 
lure  rcferreti  to  in  the  preceding  difcourfe ;  particubrly 
the  following:  i  John  ii.  i$,  **  Love  not  the  world,  nei- 
''^  ther  die  things  that  are  in  ihc  world.  If  any  uiiUi  love 
**  die  IV or  1  J,  die  love  of  the  Father  is  not  in  him-" 

j\Iy  dear  brethren,  there  are  majiy  who  would  look 
with  couteinpt  or  indignatiaii  on  thofe  ;vho  arc  guilty  ^ 
jxirticular  fcandalous  and  dir)^raceful  lins,  for  ey^mple,  an 
a  profane  fwearer,  drunkard,  or  unclean  perfon,  while  yet 
they  them fe Ives  are  as  much  wedded  to  the  world,  and 
have  as  great  an  inward  averfion  at  the  praftice  of  piety, 
and  the  power  of  the  fplriuial  life,  as  any  of  Uiem  all. 
Other  fins  are  but  th^;  body  or  the  members  :  worldlitiefE 
is  the  foul  and  fpirit  of  irreligion.  Other  fins  arc  but  the 
ads  or  expreffions,  worldliners  the  inward  principle  that 
gives  them  life. 

How  importiint  a  part  this  Is  of  the  Chriftian  charafter^ 
will  plainly  appear  from  thcfe'  two  conCderations  :  i, 
AVorldlinefs  maybe  itlelf  the  principle  which  reftrains 
men  from  many  other  fins-  A  defire  of  reputation,  a  de- 
light in  the  efteem  of  others,  is  often  the  caufe  of  outward 
decency  ;  nay,  it  is  not  feldom  the  caufe  of  apparent  zeal 
and  eminent  hypocrify.  2.  There  may  be  as  great  a  de- 
gree of  vvorldlinefs  with,  as  without  a  profeflion  of  piety. 
Alen  may  retain  a  form  of  godlinefs  chiefly  to  fet  them- 
felves  free  from  the  reproofs  of  confcience,  that  their  pre- 
fent  enjoyments  may  have  the  higher  relifh.  Njy,  I  can- 
not liclp  obferving,  that  though  covetoufnefs  is  one  of  the 
grofs  fins  mentioned  infcripture,  as  entirely  fubverfive  of 
religion,  there  is  fcarcely  any  fin  that  can  be  carried  to 
fuch  a  degree,  without  cafting  oft  the  profeflion  of  it. — 
Hence  it  plainly  appears  how  important  a  pan  of  the  cha- 
radler  of  a  real  Chriitian  it  is  to  be  crucified  to  the  world* 
Without  this  the  founded  principles,  and  the  firidtefl  pro- 
feflion, will  avail  nothing ;  for  they  that  are  "  Chrift's, 
'^  have  crucified  the  flefh,  with  its  affeftions  and  lufts." 

2,  From  what  hath  been  faid  you  may  fee,  not  only 
the  importance,  but  die  great  extent  of  the  duty.  The 
world  itfeif,  and  all  that  is  therein,  in  the  fenfe  formerly 
explained,  mull  be  crucified.     Tliat  you  may,  in  fomc 
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mcafurc,  conceive  the  extent  of  this,  confider  the  com- 
mon divifion  of  worldly  enjoyments,  viz.  riches,  honors 
and  pleafures.  All  thefe,  without  exception,  and  all 
thefe  equally,  muft  be  denied  by  the  Chriftian.  You 
Ihall  often  fee,  that  the  covetous  man  will  defpifc  and  hate 
the  prodigal,  and  even  exprefs  the  greateft  zeal  againflj 
riot  and  extravagance  of  every  kind.  The  fenfualift,  on 
the  other  hand,  defpifes  the  mifer,  as  glued  to  the  world, 
and  a  flave  to  the  mod  fordid  of  all  human  paffions.  And 
the  ambitious  man,  eager  in  the  purfuit  of  honor  and  dig- 
nity, vainly  conceives  himfelf  fuperior  to  both.  But 
they  are  all  equally  oppofite  to,  and  inconfiftent  with  the 
'  fpirit  of  the  gofpel.  If  your  fupreme  delight,  if  your  por- 
tion and  happinefs  is  here,  it  is  of  little  confequence  whe- 
ther your  hearts  are  fet  upon  "  the  luft  of  the  flefli,  the 
"  luft  of  the  eye,  or  the  pride  of  life.'*  It  is  with  the  foul 
as  with  the  body :  there  are  many  different  difeafes  taking 
place  in  different  parts,  and  fliewing  themfelves  by  dif- 
ferent fymptoms,  but  which  will  equally  end  in  death  as 
their  effba. 

3.  You  may  hence  learn  the  difficulty  of  the  duty ;  to 
be  crucified  to  the  world,  and  yet  to  live  in  the  world ;  to 
be  crucified  to  the  world,  and  yet  to  pofiefs  the  world ;  to 
be  crucified  to  the  world,  and  yet  to  have  a  great  part  of 
our  dioughts  and  love  neceffarily  employed  about  the 
worlds  The  temptation  is  ever  prefent,  and,  through  the 
corruption  and  treachery  of  our  own  hearts,  fatally  ftrong. 
Ought  we  not  hence  to  infer  the  abfolute  neceflity  of  con- 
tinual vigilance,  and  continual  prayer  ?  continual  vigi- 
lance  in  our  duty,  and  jealous  of  every  temptation  that 
may  be  in  danger  of  diverting  us  from  it  ?  continual  pray- 
er to  the  Father  of  lights,  in  the  name  of  Chrift,  for  fuper- 
natural  ftrength  ?  Every  exercifed  Cfiriftian  knows  from 
experience  the  danger  of  the  world  as  an  enemy,  and  how 
hard  it  is  to  keep  fuch  clear  views  of  the  things  of  eternity, 
as  to  be  preferved  from  an  undue  and  finful  attachment  to 
the  things  of  time.  The  world  is  dangerous  even  to  thofe 
who  maintain  an  habitual  jealoufy  of  it,  and  hold  it  as  an 
enemy :  how  much  more  muft  it  be  ruinous  and  fatal  to 
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thofe  who  love  and  profecute  it  as  ihe  obgcd  of  ihdr  due 

4.  I  (Imll  now  conclude,  by  improvin;;  this  fabject  for 
the  parpofe  of  feU^examination*  And  furely  no  feriau^ 
hearer  will  be  backward  to  bring  himrdf  10  t\\e  trial.  My^^ 
beloved  hearers  I  fpeak  10  all  of  every  raiik,  high  and  Iqw^ 
rich  and  poor,  learned  and  unlearned,  who  profefs  to  bear 
the  name  of  Chriftians;  Are  you,  or  are  yoti  not,  crucified 
to  the  world,  and  the  world  to  you  ?  All  real  believers  are 
fo-  If  you  arc  not,  your  riches  or  your  poverty^  your  ho- 
nor or  your  fhanie,  your  negular  behavior,  or  even  your 
Eeal  for  public  duties,  will  avail  you  nothing  in  the  day] 
^of  Chrift^s  appearance.  I  am  fenttble,  that  the  decifion  ■ 
the  queftlon,  VtTiether  you  arc,  or  arc  nor^  crucified  to 
the  world  ?  may  often  be  attended  with  no  little  difficulty^ 
I  will  therefore,  as  far  as  1  am  able,  endeavor  to  atlifi  you  | 
in  the  trial.  For  which  purpofe,  I  beg  your  atientaon 
the  following  obfcrvations  : 

1.  You  arc  crucified  to  the  worid^  if  you  do  not  hau 
bitually  allow  your  thoughts  to  dwell  upon  it,  and  your 
defires  to  run  out  after  it.  The  crofs  was  an  abhorred 
objeft,  which  no  body  could  look  upon  with  delight. — 
Worldlinefs  is  often  as  much  difcovered  by  our  defires 
after  what  we  have  not,  as  by  the  ufe  or  employment  of 
what  we  have.  There  arc  many  whofe  great  delight 
fcems  to  arifc  fix)m  the  fond  €xpe6lations  they  entertain  of 
worldly  happinefe  to  come  :  nay,  there  are  many  who  are 
fo  flothfulas  not  to  purfoe  the  world,  and  yet  feed  thern- 
felves  with  the  very  imagination  of  it.  Their  thoughts, 
and  even  their  language,  conftanily  runs  upon  idle  fancies, 
and  romantic  fupj')oritions  of  the  happinefs  they  fhould 
enjoy,  were  they  in  fuch  or  fuch  a  ftate.  Now,  my  bre- 
thren, he  that  is  crucified  to  the  world  will  make  confci- 
ence  of  reftraining  thefe  irregular  defires  ;  and,  from  a 
deepconviftionofthe  vanity  of  the  world,  will  find  little 
pleafure  in  the  contemplation  of  it. 

2.  Your  being  crucified  to  the  world  will  a|)pear  in  the 
moderation  of  your  delight  and  complacency  in  what  you 
poffcfs  of  it.  You  will  not,  if  I  may  fpeak  fo,  give  your- 
fclves  up  to  it,  but  will  always  qualify  the  enjoyment  of 
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it  by  a  reflcdton  upon  its  vanity  in  itfelf,  and  its  fliort 
duration  as  to  any  connexion  we  ihall  have  with  it.  We 
arc  ready  to  pity  the  weaknefs  of  children,  when  we  fee 
them  apply  themfelves  with  fo  much  eagemefs  to  trifles, 
and  fo  greatly  delighted  with  their  amufements  and  enjoy- 
ments.  A  parent,  looking  on  them  when  hotly  engaiged 
at  play,  will  be  at  once  plealed  to  fee  them  happy,  and  at 
the  fame  time  filled  with  a  tender  commiferation  of  their 
want  of  refleftion.  Something  of  the  fame  view  one  era- 
cified  to  the  work!  has  of  all  earthly  enjoyments-  Many 
a  grown  perfon  will  fmile  at  the  play  of  diildren,  while  he 
himfelf  is  perhaps  as  eagerly  engaged  in  the  fchemes  of 
ambition,  in  political  ftruggles,  and  contefts  for  power ; 
which  are  often  as  great  trifles  as  the  play-things  of  chil- 
dren, only  that  they  are  the  play-things  of  men. 

3.  You  are  crucified  to  the  world  if  you  have  low  hopes 
and  expe£tations  from  it.  It  is  hope  that  flirs  us  up  chief- 
ly to  aftion  in  all  our  purfuits.  And  fo  long  as  we  en- 
tertain high  thoughts  of  what  the  world  will  afford  us  in 
fome  after-feafon,  we  are  not  crucified  to  it.  There  is  a 
common  proverbial  faying,  **  If  it  were  not  for  hope,  the 
"  heart  would  break :"  juft  fo,  when  our  hopes  from  the 
world  are  deftroyed,  the  heart  of  the  old  man  is  broken. 
We  are  exceeding  ready  to  think,  that  were  fuch  or  fuch 
a  difficulty  or  uneafmefs  removed,  could  we  obtain  fuch 
or  fuch  an  advantage  in  view,  we  would  be  happy.  But 
there  is  always  a  deception  at  bottom.  We  vainly  think, 
that  happinefs  arifes  from  the  creature;  but  he  that  is 
crucified  to  the  world  judges,  by  pafl  experience,  that  it 
hath  little  comfort  to  give  ;  and  therefore  he  will  place  but 
little  dependance  upon  it. 

4.  He  IS  crucified  tp  the  world  who  hath  truly  fubdued 
all  invidious  difpofitions  towards  the  poflefTion  of  it.  There 
are  many  who  feem  to  have  little  comfort  from  their  own 
enjoyments ;  but  there  is  reafon  to  fear,  that  it  arifes  not 
fo  much  from  felf-denial,  as  from  difcontent.  The  world 
may  be  faid  to  be  crucified  to  them,  but  they  are  not  cru- 
cified to  the  world.  It  is  by  this  that  worldlinefs  expref- 
fes  itfelf  chiefly  in  the  lower  rank  of  life.  Thofc  who 
are  obliged  to  live  moderately  igAteittLLAoni  mere  pefiu- 
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ry,  often  fhe\\-,  by  iheir  carriage  and  language,  that  ihcy 
have  as  much  fenfuality  in  tlieir  heans,  as  thole  who  in* 
clulj2[e  their  irregukrdefircs  to  the  greatcft  excefs.  Btil 
he  tliat  is  crucifitrd  to/the  world,  not  only  fees  all  iis  pomp 
and  I'pkndor  in  others  without  repining,  but  will  often  be- 
Jlovv  a  thought  oi  compaiTion  upon  the  great,  tor  the  en- 
Jnaring  circuniftances  in  which  they  are  placed  with  re- 
gard to  their  Jbuk.  And  furely  they  are  of  all  others  moft 
lo  be  pitied.  May  the  Lord,  in  mercy,  convince  them  of 
their  danger;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  preferve  his  own 
people  from  being  led  aftray  by  their  influence  and  e^ 
ample. 
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THE  WORLD  CRUCIFIED  by  the  CROSS  of  CHRIST- 


SERMON  10. 


GALATIANS  vi.  14.  latt  claufe. 

—  By  whom  the  world  is  crucified  to  me^  and  I  unto  the 

world. 

I  NOW  proceed  to  tlie  fecond  thing  propofed,  which 
was,  To  (how  the  influence  of  the  crofs  of  Chrift  in 
crucifying  the  world.  This,  my  brethren,  deferves  your 
moll  ferious  attention,  as  pointing  you  to  the  great  and 
vital  principle  of  the  Chriftian's  fanflification,  the  true 
and  only  fource  of  fpiritual  comfort  and  peace.  The  crofs 
of  Chrill  is  always  confidered  in  the  apoftolic  writings  as 
an  objedl  of  the  higheft  dignity  and  merit ;  and  the  believer 
is  there  taught  to  fpeak  of  it  in  expreffions  of  the  warmed 
attachment  and  regard.  Witnefs  the  words  of  the  text  it- 
felf,  in  the  preceding  claufe :  **  God  forbid  that  I  ftiould 
"  glory  fave  in  the  crofs  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift."  We 
may  perhaps  be  eafily  induced,  in  a  time  of  external  qui- 
etnefs  and  peace  to  adopt  this  fcntiment  as  an  opinion,  or 
to  ufe  it  as  a  form  ;  but  happy,  and  only  happy,  thofe  in 
whom  it  dwells  as  an  ever  prefent  truth,  and  operates  as  a 
daily  governing  principle ! 

Taking  the  fubjeft  in  great  latitude,  I  might  obfervc, 
tliat  the  crofs  of  Chrift  being  the  price  paid  for  the  bleff- 
ings  of  falvation  in  general,  every  illuminating  difcovery 
in  the  mind,  and  evcrv  crraciniiQ  ftfleftion  in  the  heart. 
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^vhlch  are  the  work  of  ilie  divine  %\Ar\U  may  be  judlyn^ 
fcribed  to  it-  But  I  propofe,  at  this  time,  to  confidcr  it 
fingly  as  an  object  of  faith,  and  to  fliew  how  the  firm  pdk 
fuafion  antl  frequent  recoUedion  of  this  great  truth  tencis 
to  crucify  the  work]  to  us.  and  us  to  the  world ;  the  rather, 
that  we  find  elfewhere  our  viftoi^'  over  the  world  afcribed 
to  faith,  and  this  faith  particularly  terminatmg  on  the  Son 
of  God  :  1  John  v<  4,  y  *^  For  whatfover  is  bom  of  God, 
*'  cvercometh  the  world :  and  this  is  die  vlfloty  that  over- 
"  Cometh  the  world,  even  our  faith.  Who  is  he  that  over- 
*'  cometli  the  world*  bat  he  that  belicvcth  that  Jefus  is  the 
'*  Son  of  God  ?''  For  the  further  illullration  of  this  fubjeft^ 
**  then,  let  us  obferve^ 

!•  That  the  crofs  of  Chrift  crucifies  the  woHd,  as  it 
gives  us  an  immediate  and  finking  view  of  the  mortallry 
of  our  nature*  as  well  as  the  original  and  general  caufe  of 
this  mortality*  The  vanity  of  created  things  is  in  nothing 
more  manifeft,  than  in  dieir  precarious  nature,  partica- 
larly  our  owti  tendency  to  the  dull,  by  which  all  earthly 
rclationE  {hall  be  fpeedily  and  entirely  diflblved.  In  this 
view,  indeed,  you  may  fay,  that  the  death  of  any  other 
pcrfon,  ficknefs,  and  all  its  attending  fymptoms,  or  a  fu- 
neral, with  its  mournful  folemnities,  tends  to  crucify  the 
world  :  and  mod  certainly  they  do.  But  there  is  fome- 
thing  ftill  more  in  the  crofs  of  Chrift.  There  we  fee,  not 
only  the  death  of  our  nature  but  the  death  of  the  Son  of 
God  in  our  room.  There  we  are  carried  back  to  a  view 
ol  the  great  caufe  of  the  univerfal  reign  of  tlie  king  of  ter- 
rors, fin.  Sin  firft  brought  death  into  the  world  ;  and 
this  made  it  neceffary  that  Chrift  ''  (hould  tafte  of  death 
*'  for  every  man,"  that  we  might  be  reftored  to  fpiritual 
life.  Mortality,  therefore,  is  written  in  the  moft  legible 
characters  on  the  crofs  of  Chrift.  Nay,  the  curfe  of  crea- 
tion itfelf  is  written  upon  the  crofs  of  Chrift.  We  cannot 
look  upon  it,  therefore,  in  a  ferious  manner,  without  being 
deeply  afFedted  with  the  doom  which  we  ourfelves  have 
lUll  to  undergo :  "  Duft  thou  art,  and  to  duft  thou  fiaalt 
*'  return."  It  is  impoflible  to  avoid  knowing  that  we  muft 
die ;  but  thofe  only  difcover  the  moment  of  this  truth,  who 
fee  lis  procuring  caufe.J  Thofe  only  have  juft  and  abiding 
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impreffionsofthe  fpccdy  approach  of  natural  death,  who 
are  filled  with  concern  ibr  their  own  deliverance  fram  the 
power  of  the  fecond  death. 

2.  The  crofs  of  Ghrift  crucifies  the  world  to  a  believer, 
as  it  ihews  him  how  little  he  deferves  at  the  hand  of  God. 
Believers  on  the  crofs  of  Ghrift  iee  him  ftanding  in  their 
room,  and  bearing  the  wrath  of  an  offended  God,  which 
was  their  due.  When  this  is  not  only  profeffed  with  tlic 
mouth,  but  received  into  the  heart,  it  gives  a  deep  convic- 
tion of  the  evil  of  fin,  and  lays  the  finner  prodrate  in  hu- 
mility  and  felf-abafement.  Mufl  not  this  greatly  weaken 
and  mortify  all  worldly  affeftion,  which  takes  its  rife  from 
pride  and  felf-fufficiency  ?  It  is,  if  I  may  fpeak  fo,  a  fort 
of  claim  and  demand  upon  Providence,  as  if  fomeching 
were  due  to  us.  Worldly  perfons,  in  profperity,  not  on- 
Ij  cleave  to  the  world  as  their  portion,  but  may  be  faid 
to  aflert  their  title  to  it  as  their  property.  The  fame  in. 
ward  difpofition  may  be  difcovered  by  their  carriage  in  the 
oppofite  ftate.  When  their  fchemes  are  broken,  and  their 
hopes  blafted,  by  repeated  difappointments,  or  when  their 
•poireffions  are  taken  from  them  by  unexpefted  firokes, 
they  refift  and  rebel  with  impatience  and  indignation,  as 
if  fome  perfon  had  done  them  wrong. 

But  when  men  are  fenfible  that  they  deferve  nothing  at 
the  hand  of  God,  this  mortifies  their  earthly  defires,  and 
puts  their  complaints  to  filencc.  See  how  Job  expreffes 
himfelf  after  all  his  calamities,  as  fenfible  that  he  had  loft 
nothing  of  his  own,  chapter  i.  21.  **  Nyked  came  I  out  of 
"  my  mother's  womb,  and  naked  (hall  I  return  thither  : 
"  the  Lord  gave,  and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away ;  blefled 
**  be  the  name  of  the  Lord."  Let  me  fpeak  of  this,  my 
brethren,  as  a  gracious  difpofition,  which,  alas  !  is  too 
often  but  weak,  yet  furely  hath  place  in  the  heart  of  every 
child  of  God.  Let  me  fuppofe  him  convinced,  that  he  is 
unworthy  of  the  leaft  of  all  God's  mercies ;  will  he  not 
keep  his  pofleffions  the  more  loofely,  and  will  he  not  quit 
his  hold  the  more  eafily  ?  But  where  (hall  we  learn  real 
fijlf-abafement  fo  well  as  from  the  crofs  ?  where  (hall  we 
learn  how  little  we  deferve  that  is  good,  fo  well  as  in  that 
place  which  fhews  we  have  indeed  ddervcd  'every  thing 
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that  is  evil  ?  where  flull  we  leam  to  m^e  mcxleratc  dc4i 
mantis ot  created  mcnaes*  but  where  we  fee,  that  not  on* 
Jy  the  creature,  but  life  itfclf,  was  fqrfcucd  by  our  guilt  ? 
Let  me  fuppore  a  condcmnct]  criminal  carried,  with  ma- 
ny otlier^,  la  a  fcaffold,  dierc  receiving  a  pufdou,  and 
witnefliiif ,  in  the  execution  of  others,  what  was  die  len^ 
tencc  of  the  law  upon  h.indcit ;  will  he,  at  this  inlUnt| 
think  you,  be  impatient  or  lhiitik*ul  I  Will  he  ht  jeiLlotis 
or  the  honor  or  relpe^t  paid  to  htm  i  will  he  quarrel  about 
the  dignity  orcunvcnimce  ol  the  place  alfigned  to  him  I 
No  furely.  Loll  in  the  catifideration  ol  the  fate  he  has 
cfcapcd,  and  the  favor  he  has  rcccivctl*  be  will  pay  litt'e 
regiinl  to  niaLters  of  fimil!  comparative  importance-  jull 
fo  the  ChrifTtan,  placcrd  by  faith  at  the  foot  of  the  crofsi 
deeply  tnovetl  by  a  difcovcry  of  the  wrath  of  God»  which 
he  liaci  dcfcrved  fo  fufler  to  eternity,  and  taking  an  tinino^ 
diate  vlcvi^  of  what  his  Redeemer  fuffered  to  deliver  him 
from  it,  will  be  little  thoughtful  of  the  world,  or  uny  of  B 
its  eujoymciits* 

3.  The  crofs  of  Chrifl  crucifies  the  world,  by  reverfing 
all  worldly  maxims,  and  fliewing  of  how  light  eflimation 
worldly  greatnefs  is  in  the  fight  of  God.  So  long  as 
worldly  maxims  prevail,  and  worldly  greatnefs  is  in  high 
cfteem,  the  crofs  of  Chrill  is  a  defpifed  objedt-  But  fo 
foon  as  this  object  acquires  bulk  and  value  in  the  believ- 
er's eye,  by  being  taken  for  what  it  really  is,  the  world  is 
difgraced  in  its  turn.  It  pleafed  God,  in  his  infinite  wif- 
dom,  for  the  falvation  offinners,  to  fend  his  own  Son  in- 
to the  world,  in  the  human  nature  :  and  as  it  was  in  it- 
felf  a  deep  flep  of  humiliation,  for  the  Son  of  God  to  be 
found  in  fafluon  as  a  man ;  fo,  even  in  this  alTumed  na- 
ture, he  was  attended  with  every  circumllance  of  mean- 
nefs  and  bafenefs.  No  retinue  of  illullrious  minifters  to 
ferve  him  ;  no  fplendid  or  elegant  apartment  to  receive 
him;  but  born  of  a  mean  woman,  brought  forth  in  a  ftablc, 
and  laid  in  a  manj^er.  Memorable  and  inilruCtive  hiftory 
indeed !  which  Ihall  never  be  forgotten  where  the  gofpel 
is  preached,  to  the  end  of  time. 

Remember,  my  beloved  hearers,  though  divine  fwect- 
nefs  and  benignity  adorned  his  carriage*  though  dlviuc 
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]X)wer  and  energy  attended  his  mintftraitions  ;  yet  pover- 
ty, flander,  and  contempt  were  his  continual  portion ;  {0 
that  he  could  fay,  in  the  language  of  the  prophet,  "  Re- 
"  proach  hath  broken  my  heart :"  and  again,  "  The  foxes 
'*  have  holes,  and  the  birds  of  the  air  have  nefts ;  but  the 
"  Son  of  man  hath  not  where  to  lay  his  head,"  Some  of 
the  ancients  have  reprefented  the  Saviour  as  of  ei^traor- 
dinary  beauty  of  countenance  and  comelinefs  of  form, 
founded  perhaps  on  a  literal  interpretation  of  that  exprelli- 
on  in  the  Pfalmift,  Pfalm  xlv.  2.  "  Thou  art  fairer  than 
**  the  cliiidren  of  men ;  grace  is  poured  into  thy  lips  ; 
*^  therefore  God  hath  bleffed  thee  forever."  Without  be- 
ing  pofitive,  I  fiiall  only  fay,  that  this  does  not  correfpond 
much  with  the  other  circumftances  of  his  incarnation^ 
And  indeed  fome  have  fuppofed  dire£tly  the  contrary^ 
founding  their  opinion  upon  the  language  of  the  prophet 
Ifaiah,  chap.  lii.  14.  ''  As  many  were  adoniflied  at  thee ; 
^  (his  vifage  was  fo  marred  more  than  any  man,  and  his 
**  form  more  than  the  fons  of  men) ;"  as  adfo,  chap,  liii.  2. 
"  For  he  fliall  grow  up  before  him  as  a  tender  plant,  and 
^^  as  a  root  out  of  a  dry  ground :  he  hath  no  form  nor 
"  comelinefs :  and  when  we  (hall  fee  him,  there  is  no 
"  beauty  that  we  ftiould  dcfire  him.**  Whatever  be  in 
this,  it  is  beyond  all  queilion,  that  the  whole  courfe  of 
his  life,  and  particularly  the  remarkable  conclufion  of  it, 
was  one  continued  tradl  of  fuffering  and  mortification. 

Does  not  this,  Chriftians,  bring  a  reproach  upon  world- 
ly greatnefs,  and  ftain  the  pride  of  all  human  glory?  Does 
it  not  fhow  how  little  it  is  efteemed  of  God,  and  how  lit* 
tie  it  is  an  evidence  of  his  acceptance  or  approbation  ? 
What  an  inBuence  mull  this  have  upon  the  believer  to 
crucify  the  world  ?  How  muft  it  endear  to  him  a  mean 
and  defpifed,  and  reconcile  him  to  a  fuiferingilate?  With 
what  propriety  does  the  Cbriflian,  when  he  is  baptized 
in  the  name  of  Cbriil,  renounce  the  world,  its  pomps, 
and  its  pleafures  ?  Does  not  a  fingle  refle£tion  on  the  de« 
fpifed  ilate  of  our  Redeemer,  in  the  days  of  his  fl^ih, 
make  you  patient  under  contempt,  and  extinguiih  the 
deiire  of  applaufe  ?  Have  you  any  remaining  uneaiinefs 
at  feeing  others  getting  before  you  in  the  career  of  ambi^i 
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tion^  over-topping  yau  with  titles,  ecliprmg  yon  wiih 
fplendor  ?  Do  you  not  now  ice  the  propriety  of  the  ac» 
count  gircn  of  the  carriage  of  the  apoftles,  when  the  world 
and  they  were  at  variance,  A£l$  v.  41-  '*  And  they  de- 
'*  parted  from  the  prcfcnce  of  the  council,  rejoicing  that 
**  tliey  were  coumcd  w  orthy  to  fuffer  fliame  for  his  name,'* 
Whether  do  you  now  envy  the  conqueror  or  the  fuffeTcr, 
the  prince  or  the  martyr  ?  Where  ever  there  is  a  real 
Ghriftian  raifed  to  opulence  by  the  will  of  God,  or  fur- 
rounded  with  enfigns  of  dignity  and  honor^  will  not  thia 
confideration  fill  him  with  deep  humility  and  felf-deniai, 
and  a  holy  jealoufy^  left  he  fltould  abufe  his  influence,  or 
inifapply  his  talents  ?  The  higheft  honor  of  real  abihtj^  is 
ufcfulnefs,  the  brightcft  ornament  of  worldly  greatnefe  is 
felf  abafement.  All  Uiis  Ihews^  in  the  cleareft  manner, 
bow  the  crofs  of  Chrift  crucifies  the  world,  by  reveding 
every  worldly  maxim,  and  giving  a  new  turn  to  the  prin* 
ciples  of  honor  and  of  (hame.     This  leads  me  to  obferve, 

4-  In  the  last  place,  That  the  crofs  of  Chrift  crucifies 
the  world,  by  putting  a  quite  diflcrent  objeft  of  dcfireand 
affedlion  in  its  room.  Our  limited  powers  can  attend 
but  to  few  things  at  once ;  and  therefore,  when  any  one 
acquires  an  intereft  in  our  aflfeftions,  it  muft  comparative- 
ly weaken  or  ddlroy  the  intereil  of  others,  efpecisdly  thofe 
o(  an  oppofite  or  independent  kind.  Make  a  new  bed  to 
a  river,  and  turn  its  ftream  in  that  diredlion,  and  it  will 
immediately  dry  up  ics  former  channel.  Now,  the  crofs 
ofGhrift  prefcnts  to  us  an  objedl  of  infinite  importance, 
peace  and  reconciliation  with  God  here,  and  everlafting 
happinefs  in  his  prefence  hereafter.  Can  any  worldly  ob- 
jeft  be  laid  in  the  balance  with  thefe  ?  What  efteem  or 
attention  can  it  merit  in  comparifon  with  thefe  ? 

Whether  we  confider  the  end  or  the  means  of  falvation, 
the  crofs  of  Chrift  tends  to  fupplant  the  world,  by  im- 
proving our  views  of  and  increafing  our  affedlion  to  bolii. 
It  (hews  the  infinite  importance  of  eternity  and  its  confe- 
quences :  and  what  more  proper  to  deliver  us  from  an 
tmdue  attachment  to  the  things  of  time  ?  Eternity,  by  its 
greatnefs,  makes  time  itfelf  to  fhrink  into  a  point,  and 
annihilates  all  thdfe  little  temporary  diftin£tions  on  whick 
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worldly  aiFe^ion  entirely  dcpeiyls.  What  doth  it  fignify 
to  him  that  views  eternity  aright^  whether  he  be  for  a  few 
years  in  health  or  ficknefs,  riches  or  poverty,  on  a  throne 
or  in  a  cottage  ?  How  immi^nfe,  according  to  human 
meafure,  appears  the  di&renee  between  the  po&ffions  of 
fome  perfons  in  the  world  and  others !  But  of  all  the  ge* 
nerations  before  us,  who  have  now  fallen  afleep,  how 
equal  is  the  condition  in  this  refpe£l !  The  monarch  and 
the  flave,  when  laid  in  the  duft,  fill  nearly  the  fame  fpace. 
If  we  eonfider  the  means  of  religion,  the  crofs  of  Chrift 
appli^  by  a  convinced  fmner,  opens  to  hioi  fuch  a  prof- 
pe£t  of  the  infinite  unmerited  love  of  God,  and  of  this 
ailonilhing  expreffion  of  it,  the  death  of  his  Son,  as  at 
once  captivates  the  heart,  and*  if  I  may  fpeak  fo,  occupies 
fo  much  room  there,  as  leaves  but  little  for  any  other  oh* 
jed.  How  foon  did  it  open  the  heart  of  the  publican  Zac- 
cheus^  and  expel  the  fpirit  of  covetoufnefs  and  extortion  ! 
Luke  xix.  8.  ^^  And  Zaccheus  ftood,  and  faid  unto  the 
^'  liord,  Beholdt  Lord,  the  half  of  my  goods  I  give  to  the 
^'  poor :  and  if  I  have  taken  any  thing  from  any  man  by 
^^  falfe  accufation,  I  reftore  him  fourfold/'  In  how  (Irong 
a  manner  does  the  apoftle  Paul  exprefs  his  comparative 
efteemof  the  crofs  of  Chrift  t  Phil.  iii.  7,  8.  ''  But  what 
^^  things  were  gain  to  me,  thofe  I  counted  lofs  for  Chrid. 
«^  Yea,  doubtlefs,  and  I  count  all  things  but  lofs,  for  the 
^^  excellency  of  Uie  knowledge  of  Chrift  Jefus  my  Lord  : 
«*  for  whom  I  have  fuffered  the  lofs  of  all  things,  and  do 
•'  count  them  but  dung  that  I  may  win  Chrift/*  This 
is  the  very  fame  difpofition  with  that  which  he  expreifes 
in  the  text;  and  it  differs  no  otherwife  from  that  of  every 
Chriftian,  than  that  it  is  probable  he  had  a  particular  view 
to  his  calling  as  a  minifter  and  an  apoftle.  Captivated 
with  a  fenfe  of  his  Redeemer's  love,  filled  with  a  view  of 
the  glory  of  his  crofs,  and  devoted  to  his  fervice  in  the 
miniftry  of  the  gofpel,  he  renounces  all  worldly  profpeds, 
and  fetsat  defiance  every  thing  that  might  diftrad  his  at- 
tention, or  divide  his  care :  ^^  God  forbid  that  I  ftiould 
"  glory,  fave  in  the  crofs  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  by  whom 
^^  Uie  world  is  crucified  to  me,  and  I  unto  the  world.'* 
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IIL  I  proceed  bow^  in  tlie  last  place,  to  make  ft 
prai5liGal  improvement  of  what  hath  been  faid.  And  as, 
upon  this  intererting  fubjcft,  it  is  neceflar}'  that  I  fhould 
fpeak  with  alt  ferioufnefs  and  fidelity,  as  well  as  at  lome 
length,  fo  I  mofi  earneftly  befeech  you,  as  you  regard  your 
prelcnt  peace,  your  comfort  in  the  hour  of  death,  and  the 
everlafting  happinels  of  your  fouls,  to  hear  it  with  atten- 
tion and  application* 

1.  I  muft  take  the  opportunity  to  reprove  the  fin,  and 
fliew  the  danger  of  thofe  who  are  wedded  to  the  worJdp  I 
would  willingly  interrupt  that  comfort,  and  break  that 
peace,  which  Mill  end  in  perdition.  For  this  porpofe^ 
and  in  order  to  make  the  reproof  more  diftinft  and  effec* 
tual,  I  (hail  direct  it  fcparatety  to  the  three  following  cha- 
ratters. 

(i)  To  thofe  whofe  love  of  the  world  is  fo  great,  that 
they  fcruple  nottoufe,  occafronally  at  lead,  if  not  habitti* 
ally,  fmftil  means  of  getting  or  keeping  poffeffion  of  it* 
This  indeed  opens  to  us  a  very  extenfive  fitUI  :  it  lea-Tq 
us  to  confider  all  the  particular  fins  which  an  inordinate 
love  of  the  world  may  product,  or  increafe.  It  is  me- 
Irincholy,  my  brethren,  to  think  what  contention  and  va- 
riance, nay  what  hatred  and  violence,  even  amongft  the 
neareft  relations,  the  divifion  of  worldly  property  occafions. 
What  envy  and  grudging,  what  flander  and  evil-fpeaking, 
between  perfon  and  perfon,  between  family  and  family ! 
And  even  in  the  ordinary  way  of  traffick,  Vv  hat  art  and 
diflimulation,  what  falfehood  and  equivocation,  are  to  be 
found  between  man  and  man  !  But  what  1  have  chiefly 
in  view  is,  to  fpeak  a  few  words  to  thofe  who,  in  order  to 
promote  their  worldly  ends,  have  been  guilty  of  direct 
difhonelly,  and  known  injuflice.  How  many  arc  there 
whofe  confciences,  if  they  would  be  faithful,  mull  tell 
them,  that  they  are  now  in  poffeflion  of  the  fruits  of  un- 
lawful  gain  !  'Oh  !  tlie  blindnefs  of  thofe  deluded  unhap- 
py fouls !  if  an  inordinate  love  of  the  world,  however  ho- 
neftly  acquired,  is  not  only  fmful,  but  dedroftive  of  your 
eternal  intereft  ;  what  fliall  become  of  thofe  who  have 
trodden  under  foot  the  laws  both  of  God  and  man,  in 
Order  to  obtain  it  ?  If  an  exceffive  love  of  the  mod  lawful 
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fenjoymoents,  fethcr  and  mother,  wife  and  diildrcn,  is  in^ 
confluent  with  falvation ;  what  muft  become  of  thofe  who 
have  loved  and  followed  the  gain  of  bnrighteoufnefs  ?  what 
muft  become  of  thofe  who,  to  clothe  their  backs  or  feed 
their  bellies,  or  gratify  their  pride,  have  not  fcrupled  to  be 
guilty  of  breach  of  truft,  or  breach  of  promife,  of  open  op- 
prefiion,  or  fecret  fraud?  If  every  poor  worldling  muft 
lland  trembling  upon  the  brink  of  eternity,  when  he  fees 
all  his  painted  fliadows  ready  to  fink  into  everlafting  dark- 
nefs ;  what  horror  muft  feize  upon  the  dying  finner,  who 
is  juft  about  to  furrender  all  his  dear  poffeffions  to  another, 
while  his  confcience  is  loaded  with  the  guilt  of  fraud  or 
perjury  ?  and  this  he  cannot  leave  behind  him.  Oh !  my 
dear  brethren,  tremble  at  the  thoughts  of  diflioneft  gain  ; 
loathe  it ;  return  it ;  fhake  your  hands  clear  of  it.  It  will 
imbitter  your  enjoyments  :  it  will  be  a  moth  in  your  fub- 
fiance,  a  fire  in  your  confciences  on  earth,  and  a  hell  to 
your  fouls  after  the  earth  itfelf,  and  all  that  is  therein,  is 
burnt  up. 

(2)1  would  addrefs  this  reproof  to  thofe  who  are  appa- 
rently more  decent  and  regular ;  whom  a  fenfe  of  honor, 
or  a  defire  of  approbation  of  their  fellow-creatures,  pre- 
ferves  from  groffer  crimes,  or  whom  perhaps  natural  con- 
fcience perfuades  to  take  up  the  outward  and  ordinary  part 
of  religion  as  a  form.  Many  fuch  perfons  are  wedded  to 
the  world.  Their  thoughts  are  there,  their,  delights  are 
there,  their  hopes  and  expectations  are  only  there.  Bear 
with  me,  my  brethren,  in  preffing  this  a  little ;  and  do 
not  turn  away,  and  refufc  the  charge.  Worldlinefs  is  the 
reigning  fin,  and  will  be  the  eternal  ruin  of  many  per- 
fons of  better  rank,  to  whofe  converfation,  a  more  liberal 
way  of  thinking,  and  a  fenfe  of  decency,  may  give  even 
an  amiable  appearance.  I  would  befeech  the  attention 
of  fuch  perfons  to  what  fliall  now  be  faid ;  not  from  any 
difrefpe£t  to  their  fiate  and  fituation  in-  civil  life,  God 
knoweth !  but  from  fidelity  to  their  fouls.  Confider,  I 
pray  you,  the  extreme  danger  of  worldlinefs  of  mind.  It 
is  itfelf  a  great  and  aggravated  fin,  and  is  the  parent  of 
many  others.  It  is  a  fin,  where  it  hath  dominion,  incon* 
fiftent  with  fitlvation.    Here  the  words  of  the  Lord  Jefus : 
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*'  He  that  loveth  father  or  mother,  fon  or  daughter,  mora 
**  than  me,  is  not  worthy  of  me,"  There  arc  fome  foris 
nf  fmners  on  whom  you  would  look  with  contempl  or  ab* 
horrence  ;  but  you  may  poflibly  deceive  yourfelvei.  The 
Ilrid  and  regular,  but  covetous  Pharifees,  little  thought 
that  Ihe  puf^ilicans  and  finners  were  nearer  the  kingdom 
of  heaven  than  thcmfclves-  I  do  not  fay  this  toextenu* 
ate  fin  of  any  kind,  but  to  guard  you  againU  the  power 
of  delufion  and  felf-dcceit.  I  know  that  none  but  Uie 
Searcher  of  hearts  can  make  a  certain  judgment  of  the  de- 
gree of  depravity  in  different  characters;  and  therefore  I 
do  not  fo  much  urge  the  comparifon  for  your  condemnatU 
oOi  as  caution  you  againft  relying  upon  it  for  your  juAifi* 
canon.  The  unalterable  nile^  taken  both  firom  the  law 
and  the  gofpel^  is  this ;  Wtiich  of  the  two  has  the  fupreme 
commanding  intcrefl  in  your  affeftions^  God  or  the  world  ? 
As  an  eminent  author  expreifes  it»*  He  \s  the  mofl  wick- 

*  ed  man  that  hath  in  his  heart  the  Rrongeft  intereft  that 

*  is  oppofite  to  God ;  and  all  that  is  not  fubordinate  to  hitn 
'  is  oppofice  to  him  :  1  fay  agatn^  the  greater  creature-in* 

*  tereft,  the  more  finful  the  ftate.     Though  you  be  neither 

*  thieves,  nor  extortioners,  nor  adulterers,  your  fin  may 
«  be  as  deep  rooted,  and  the  intereft  of  the  world  as  predo- 

*  minant,  or  more  fo,  in  you,  than  in  fome  of  them.  Alas ! 

*  Sirs,  the  abftaining  from  fome  of  thefe  fins,  and  living 
<  like  civil  and  orderly  perfons,  though  it  is  fo  far  com- 

*  mendable,  is  not  enough.  If  the  world  be  not  crucified 
'  to  you,  and  you  to  it,  fuch  abftinence  will  but  hide  your 

*  fin  and  mifery,  and  hinder  your  fhame  and  repentance, 

*  but  not  prevent  your  eternal  damnation.     Your  lands 

*  and  your  houfes,  and  hopeful  pofterity,  and  other  provi. 

*  fion  you  have  made  for  the  flefli,  may  have  more  of  your 

*  hearts,  than  the  world  hath  of  the  heart  of  a  poor  wretch 

*  who  never  had  fo  much  to  idolize.*  Upon  the  whole, 
my  brethren,  let  me  only  put  you  in  mind,  this  exhorta* 
tion  is  not  lefs  neceflary  to  you  than  the  like  cautions  were 
to  the  hearers  of  Chrift  in  the  days  of  his  flefh,  whom  he 
warns  againft  the  dangers  of  an  affluent  ftate  :  Luke  viii. 
14.  *^  And  that  which  fell  among  thorns,  are  they,  which 
'^  when  they  have  heard,  go  forth,  and  are  choked  with 
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**  cares,  and  riches,  and  pleafures  of  this  life,  and  bring  no 
•*  froit  to  perfeftion*"  Matt,  xix,  23,  24.  "  Then  faid 
"  Jefus  unto  his  difciples.  Verily  I  fay  unto  you,  that  a 
"  rich  man  Ihall  hardly  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven, 
"  And  again  I  fay  unto  you,  It  is  eafier  for  a  camel  to  go 
**  through  the  eye  of  a  needle,  than  for  a  rich  man  to  en* 
**  ter  into  the  kingdom  of  God."  It  ought  to  give  you 
**  great  confolation,  that  he  adds,  verfe  a6,  "  With  men 
*^  this  is  impoffible,  but  with  God  all  things  are  poflible." 

(3)  I  would  addrefs  this  exhortation  to  the  children  of 
God,  in  whom  I  know  the  world  is  crucified  upon  the 
whole ;  yet,  aias  !  it  fiill  retains  fuch  a  degree  of  intereft 
as  is  provoking  to  God,  ofienfive  to  others,  and  hurtful  to 
tiieir  own  peace.  In  what  glafs  can  you  fee  more  clearly 
the  weaknefs  of  faith,  and  every  other  gracious  difpofiti- 
on,  than  in  their  little  influence  in  rcRraining  the  mo- 
tions of  carnal  afie£tion  ?  Had  the  great  objefi[s  of  faith 
and  hope  that  place  in  our  hearts,  and  that  entire  domini* 
on  in  our  affeflions,  which  they  ought  to  have ;  would 
there  be  fo  much  conformity  to  worldly  maxims  and  prac- 
tices, as  is  dally  to  be  feen  ?  would  there  be  fo  much  emu- 
lation in  all  the  outward  expreffions  of  pride  and  gaiety, 
in  drefs,  furniture,  and  equipage  ?  would  there  be  fo 
much  defire  of  the  increafe  of  wealth  and  greatnefs  ?  would 
there  be  fo  much  envy  of  thofe  who  arc  fuccefsful,  and  go 
beyond  us  ?  Shall  I  tell  you  how  a  Ghriftian  fliould  look  up* 
on  thofe  who  profper  remarkably  in  their  worldly  affairs  I 
If  they  are  truly  pious,  he  ihould  rejoice  with  them;  for 
here  is  fo  much  wealth  and  influence  put  into  fuch  hands 
as  will  employ  them  in  doing  good.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  they  are  wicked,  he  ihould  fincerely  pity  them,  as  im- 
merfed  in  the  moft  dangerous  temptations.  If  we  were 
thoroughly  dead  to  the  world,  and  the  world  to  us,  would 
the  lofs  of  wealth  or  reputation  wound  us  fo  deeply  as  they 
generally  do  ?  would  the  malice  or  flanders  of  others  make 
fo  fenfible  an  impreflion  ?  It  fliould  be  pitied,  as  it  is  their 
fm ;  but  it  may  eafily  be  defpifed,  as  it  is  our  danger. 
Try  this  by  the  condition  and  conduft  of  the  oppofite  cha- 
ndler. A  wicked  man  is  dead  to  God  and  fpiritual  things. 
What  then,  does  he  value  the  Jofs  of  any  thing  of  that 
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nature  ?  Tell  him,  that  he  hath  loft  fuch  or  fuch  an 
portunity  of  communion  with  Gocl*  in  his  worfhip  in  pob-^ 
lie,  Of  ill  fenYily;  that  he  halh  loft  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
cellent inftrudion,  in  a  fernion  or  difcouric;  widi  what 
mamfcil  contempt  \v ill  he  receive  the  intormationr  and 
imilc  at  your  wcakncfs  and  credulity  in  flicwing  any  at- 
tachment to  fuch  things  !  Were  we  crucified  to  th€  world 
as  we  ouijhl,  v^  ould  there  be  fo  much  impatience  rnickr  the 
hand  of  God  in  poverty,  ficknefs,  the  lofs  of  relations,  or 
calimitics  of  any  kind?  The  lopping  off  a  limb  or  mem- 
ber that  is  deadi  gives  little  or  no  uneaJincfs  :  it  is  the  life 
that  remains  which  occafions  the  pain  offeparation.  If  the 
world  fat  loof?:  upon  us,  ils  removal  would  fcarcely  be  felt ; 
but  wc  mull  needs  fuffer  at  the  very  hcan  when  any  tbitig 
is  withdrawn  that  hath  i(s  hold  there-  Let  me  therefore 
befeech  you,  in  this,  to  confet  your  fm,  to  be  humbled  for 
it^  and  to  pray,  that  you  may  be  daily  more  and  more  de- 
livered from  it.  i 
2.  (  flndl  improve  this  fubjeft  fnr  pomtine  mil  the  ufe 
of  affliftion,  and  the  ground  of  your  confolalion  tmder  it. 
This  world  at  beft  is  but  a  fcene  of  forrow  ;  and  we  then 
reap  moil  comfort  from  it  when  we  are  fenfible  that  it  is 
fo.  The  very  purpofe  of  afBiftion  is,  to  fliew  us  the  va- 
nity and  uncertainty  of  all  created  comforts,  and  deliver 
us  from  an  exceflive  attachment  to  them.  It  is  much 
more  difficult  to  crucify  a  fmiling  than  a  frowning  world. 
It  is  not  eafy  to  hate  it  in  its  lovelieft  form,  or,  if  I  may 
ufe  fuch  an  expreflion,  to  fpeak  harflily  to  it  when  it  is 
fpeaking  kindly  to  us  ?  But  in  the  time  of  afHidlion,  when 
we  are  obliged  to  confefs  its  vanity,  is  it  not  reafonahle  to 
expedt,  that  our  affedlion  for  it  will  be  abated  ?  I  have 
faid,  that  this  feems  the  natural  effect  of  fufFering;  becaufe 
it  is  the  lellon  evidently  carried  in  it.  And  accordingly 
the  prophet  Ifaiah  fays,  chap.  xxvi.  9.  "  For  when  thy 
*'  jud>;ments  are  in  the  earth,  the  inhabitants  of  the  v/orld 
*^  will  learn  righteoufnefs."  I  am  fenfible,  however,  that 
the  reception  which  aflliftion  meets  with,  and  the  effefts 
which  it  produces,  are  very  different  in  different  perfons. 
It  makes  the  worldly  man  curfc  his  idol  in  the  rage  of  dc- 
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ijpair ;  and  it  makes  the  child  of  God  abhor  the  idolatry, 
aiid  dwell  with  complacency  on  his  unchangeable  portion. 

Gonfider  this,  I  befeech  you,  my  brethren ;  for  you  are 
all  liable  to  the  ftroke  of  affliftion,  young  and  old,  rich  and 
poor,  holy  and  unholy.  It  is  indeed  lamentable  to  fee  the 
fretful  impatience  of  thofe  to  whom  the  world  is  blafted 
from  without,  but  the  love  of  the  world,  in  all  its  ftrength, 
flill  fubfilling  within.  They  have  no  fource  of  confola- 
tion  in  themfelves ;  and  nothing  comfortable  can  be  fpo- 
ken  to  them  by  others  in  a  manner  confident  with  truth 
and  duty.  To  deal  faithfully  with  them,  we  muft  do  our 
utmoft  to  add  the  bittemefs  of  repentance  to  their  other 
fuficrings ;  and  this  the  cruel  kindnefs  of  furrounding  re- 
lations  will  feldom  permit  to  be  done.  In  the  cafe  of  dy- 
ing perfons,  in  particular,  with  what  concern  have  I  heard 
friends  and  phyficians  telling  the  grofleft  fallhoods,  in  or- 
der to  keep  off,  for  a  few  moments,  the  apprehenfion  of 
what  they  knew  muft  immediately  and  certainly  take  place, 
and  be  the  more  terrible  for  the  furprife ! 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  comfortable  to  refledt,  that  the 
fandifying  influence  of  affliftions  is  no  lefs  the  language 
of  experience  than  of  fcripture.  Many  have  borne  their 
teiUmony,  and  fet  their  feal  to  it.  Some  have  been  fo 
effe£lually  mortified  to  pride  and  vanity,  by  the  injuries 
or  the  flanders  of  others,  that  they  have  even  felt  confola- 
tion  in  the  reproach  itfelf.  But  in  a  particular  manner, 
I  have  been  often  pleafed  with  young  perfons  to  whom  the 
world,  and  all  their  expectations  firom  it,  have  been  cru- 
cified  by  early  affliftion,  exprefling  themfelves,  not  mere- 
ly with  fubmiflion,  but  with  ferenity  and  thankfulnefs. 
Bear  with  me  in  mentioning  a  real  inftance,  known  to 
myfelf,  of  a  young  man,  who  had  been  long  confined  with 
a  difeafcd  member,  and  had  a  near  and  certain  profpedt 
of  his  dinblution.  When,  at  the  defire  of  fome  perfon  pre- 
fent,  his  loathfome  fore  was  uncovered,  he  expreffed  him- 
felf,  to  the  bell  of  my  remembrance,  in  thefe  very  word«.; 
^  There  it  is ;  and  a  precious  treafure  it  has  been  to  me  t 
*  It  faved  me  from  the  folly  and  vanity  of  youth  :  it  made 
^  me  cleave  to  God  as  my  only  portion,  and  eternal  glory, 
'  and  I  think  it  has  now  brought  me 
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*  very  near  to  my  Father's  houfe/  Now,  what  a  'V'*^^#j 
of  confolaiion  is  here  !  Our  tluty,  our  bufinefs  our  inierelll 
is,  to  crucify  the  world,  and  to  be  crucified  to  tt.  May 
we  nor,  then,  with  die  uimoft  gratitude,  as  well  2S  pati- 
ence, receive  the  appointments  of  that  God  who  has  prc^: 
mifed,  not  only  to  deliver  us  from  all  our  fufferings  in  du« 
tinie,  not  only  to  make  up  and  recompenfe  our  toflcs  with 
fomething  better,  of  a  different  kind,  but  has  aflured  us, 
that  thefe  very  fufferings  and  loifes,  as  their  immediate  ef- 
feft,  ihall  crucify  fm,  and  further  our  mcetnefe  for  Ms  own 
prelence  ? 

3*  Let  rae  improve  this  fubjeft  by  earnefily  exhorting 
you  to  endeavor  to  acquire  more  and  more  of  the  temper 
and  flale  of  mind  exprefied  by  the  holy  apoJlIc,  in  the  lex% 
"  By  whom  the  world  is  crucified  to  me,  and  I  onto  the 
*^  world."  Be  peduaded,  my  beloved  hearers,  to  look 
upon  all  created  things  with  the  eye  of  faith.  Remember 
their  relation  to  God,  He  is  their  Maker  and  yours  i  and 
they  muft  not  be  loved  or  ferved  but  in  furbordinalion  to 
his  glory.  Do  not  place  your  chief  happinefs  in  them  j 
do  not  efteem  them  too  highly  ;  do  not  love  them  immo- 
derately ;  do  not  profecute  them  too  violently.  Place 
your  chief  happinefs  in  the  favor  of  God,  in  communion 
with  him  on  earth,  and  the  well-grounded  hope  of  the  per- 
petual enjoyment  of  him  in  heaven  ;  and  let  your  regard 
to  earthly  things  be  no  other,  nor  greater,  than  is  fuited  to 
this  end.  That  I  may  prefs  this  refolution  upon  you,  al- 
low me  to  propofe  the  three  following  confiderations. 

(i)  Confider  the  unfatisfying  nature  of  all  earthly  en- 
joyments. They  do  not  at  all  carry  in  them  that  fweet- 
nefs  and  excellence  which  worldly  men  fuppofe.  Sin 
has  drawn  a  mift  of  delufion  over  the  minds  of  men.  The 
inflamed  and  difordered  appetites  of  our  corrupted  nature 
always  promife  themfelves,  in  worldly  poffeflions,  a  fatis- 
faclion  infinitely  greater  than  they  are  able  to  afford.  AVe 
have  this  from  the  confeffion  of  many  who  have  made  the 
experiment  with  every  poffible  advantage.  The  book  of 
Ecclefiafles  is  an  admirable  and  animated  defcription  of 
the  vanity  of  human  enjoyments.  Solomon  feems  to 
have  been  raifed  up  in  Providence,  for  this  among  other 
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ends,  that  he  might  leave  behind  him  an  account  of  the 
vanity  of  earthly  greatnefs.  And  this  is  the  title  that  he 
hath  left  written  upon  all  that  the  world  can  give  :  Ecclef. 
i,  a.  "  Vanity  of  vanities,  faith  the  preacher,  vanity  of 
"  vanities,  all  is  vanity,"  Power  and  wealth,  dignity 
and  fame,  variety  of  pleafures,  nay  knowledge  itfclf,  as  a 
fource  of  prefent  comfort,  he  affirms  the  vanity  of  them 
all :  Ecclef.  ii.  11.  "  Then  I  looked  on  all  the  works  that 
**  my  hands  had  wrought,  and  on  the  labor  that  I  had  la- 
<*  bored  to  do :  and  behold,  all  was  vanity  and  vexation 
^  of  fpirit,  and  there  was  no  profit  under  the  fun."  And 
towards  the  clofe  of  the  fame  book,  ch.  xii.  12.  he  fays, 
♦*  And  further,  by  thefe,  my  fon,  be  admoniflied :  of 
"  making  many  books  there  is  no  end,  and  much  (ludy 
"  is  a  wcarinefs  of  the  flefl).*' 

Have  there  not  been  innumerable  examples  of  the  fame 
teftimony  in  every  age  and  country  ?  And  what  fays  your 
own  experience  ?  or  your  obfervation  of  others  ?  Do  men 
indeed  rife  in  comfort  and  fatisfadtion,  in  proportion  as 
they  rife  in  llation  or  opulence  ?  On  the  contrary,  da 
they  not  rather  commonly  increafe  in  anxiety  and  dif- 
content  ?  Do  you  indeed  think,  that  thofe  who  appear  in 
gilded  equipnges  have  always  on  that  account  the  mod 
joyful  hearts  ?  Alas  !  there  cannot  be  a  greater  miftake. 
Could  you  fee  what  paffes  within,  there  would  appear  un- 
govemed  paiEons,  ungratified  defires,  and  difappointed 
hopes  ;  and  could  you  enter  their  houfes,  you  would  find 
wearinefs  and  impatience,  family-diftrefs,  family-difor- 
ders,  and  family-quarrels.  It  has  been  an  old,  and  it  is 
a  mod  jull  obfervation,  particularly  upon  avarice.  That 
the  defire  ftill  grows  with  the  poffeffion.  It  is  the  fame 
with  every  other  finful  paffion.  Indulgence  does  not  gra- 
tify fo  much  as  it  inflames  them.  Let  a  man  climb  ever 
fo  high  on  the  ladder  of  ambition,  he  fees  dill  others  be- 
fore him  ;  and  emulation  and  envy  arc  as  drong,  or 
dronger,  between  thofe  who  dand  on  the  adjoining  deps 
at  the  top  as  at  the  bottom.  There  is  one  particular  re- 
mark, that  ferves  at  once  to  fliow  the  vanity  of  the  world, 
and  the  finfulnefs  of  human  nature :  The  greater  variety 
of  the  worldly  comforts  any  perfon  pofielTes,  he  is  not  the 
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mote^  but  the  lefs  content,  under  the  want  of  any  one^. 
The  more  and  the  longer  any  perfon  hath  been  accuftom- 
cd  toobfeqaioufnefs  or  flattery^  he  is  the  more  impatient 
ot  the  leail  cent radiAion.     The  more  abundant  ami  uni. 
verfal  reJpeft  that  has  been  paid  to  any  perfon^  he  is  the 
more  deeply  wounded  by  negleft  or  contempt ;    as  Ha- 
man,  noiwithflanding  all  his  greatnefs,  was  quite  un Ta- 
li sfied  while  there  remained  one  poor  man  in  the  king's 
gate  who  would  not  do  him  reverence.     Take  but  one 
example  more.     If  a  man  hath  great  and  extenfivc  pof- 
feflions,  and  is  without  children,  he  is  but  the  more  diC- 
treffcd  to  think*  that  fo  noble  an  eflate  and  family  Ihould 
be  without  an  heir,  and  will  often  envy  the  families  of 
the  poor,  as  if  it  were  hard  meafuir,  that  he  who  had  fo 
many  temporal  mercies  ihould  not  have  all.     Upon  the 
whole,  you  may  fee,  that  there  is  a  double  vanity  in  the 
prefent   ftate.     Created  comforts  are  unfatislying  on  the 
one  hand,  and  human  defires  are  infatiablc  on  die  other* 
(2)  Confider  the  uncertainty  of  all  earthly  enjoyments. 
No  circumftance  whatever  Ihould  more  abate  our  attach- 
ment to  the  world  than  its  inftability.     What  happinefs 
can  we  receive  from,  or  what  value  fliould  we  pu:  upon 
thofe  poffcflions,  which  may  be  taken  from  us  the  next 
moment  ?     The    fpeedy,  unexpedted,    and  melancholy 
change,  which  often  takes  place  from  health  to  ficknefs, 
from  wealth  to  poverty,  from  honor  to  contempt,  I  leave 
every  hearer  to  meditate  upon,  from  his  own  knowledge 
and  obfervation  of  human  life  ;  only  I  cannot  help  men- 
tioning to  you  the  ftrong  language  of  the  holy  fcriptures, 
Prov.  xxiii.  5.  "  Wilt  thou  fet  thine  eyes  upon  that  which 
*'  is  not  ?    For  riches  certainly  make  themfelves   wings, 
*'  they  fly  away  as  an  eagle  towards  heaven.*'     But  the 
circumftance  upon  this  fubjeft  to  which  I  would  particu- 
larly and  chiefly  point  your  attention,  is,  that  our  polTef- 
fions  and  enjoyments  of  every  kind  are  under  the  imme- 
diate and  conflant  direction  of  Divine  Providence.     Be- 
lieve it,  Chrillians,  and  remember  it,  the   providence  of 
God  reaches  to  every  event  that  befalls  you,  however  in- 
confiderable  it  may  feem.     It  is  God  that  "  giveth  you 
**  power  to  get  wealth." — It  is  he  by  whom  you  are  "  di- 
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*«  minifhed  and  brought  low/' — ^It  is  he  that  "  raifeth  up 
**  one,  and  puttcth  down  another." — It  is  he  that  makcS 
the  "  voice  of  joy  and  health**  to  be  heard  in  your  dwell- 
ings, or  that  **  chattifes  you  with  pain,  and  the  multitude 
^  of  your  bones  with  ftrong  pain."  If  this  is  the  cafe, 
what  reafon  have  you  to  be  afraid  of  giving  that  love  and 
fervice  to  any  worldly  enjoyment  that  is  due  to  God  ? 
Will  you  "  provoke  him  to  jealoufy  ?  Are  you  Wronger 
"  than  he  ?*'  If  you  fet  your  afFeftions  immoderately  on 
any  temporal  poffcffion,  he  can  immediately  remove  it,  of 
turn  it  into  gall  and  wormwood. 

Inftead  of  enumerating  the  feveral  kinds  of  prefent  en- 
joyments, I  fhall  only  mention  one,  the  defire  of  which  is 
commonly  very  ftrong,  viz.  children  or  pofterity.  Now, 
how  eafily  can  a  holy  and  righteous  God  take  away  the 
defire  of  your  eyes  with  a  ftroke  ?  Nay,  in  how  many  in- 
ftances  is  the  life  of  children  a  heavier  trial  than  their  death 
itfelf  ?  For  I  muft  fay  upon  this  fubjeft,  as  I  have  faid 
often  in  your  hearing,  that  to  one  that  truly  fears  God,  I 
do  not  know  any  temporal  calamity  equal  to  that  of  ha- 
ving  profane  or  profligate  children. 

But  perhaps  fome  attentive  hearer  will  hefitate  a  little^ 
and  fay,  *  I  have  not  obferved  this  to  hold  true  in  experi- 

*  ence.     Even  pious  perfons  feem  generally  to  bear  the 

*  irregularities  of  their  children,  though  fome  of  them  very 

*  fcandalous,  much  better  than  their 'deaths.     Neither  is  it 

*  unfrcquent  to  fee  them  excufing  or  palliating  the  worft 

*  pradtices,  fi-om  the  partiality  of  natural  aifeftion.'  Per- 
haps then  I  muft  retradl,  or  alter  the  affertion,  and  fay,  it 
is  either  the  heavieft  trial,  or  the  moft  dangerous  tempta- 
tion. But,  after  all,  who  can  tell  what  floods  of  tears  are 
ftied  in  fccret  on  this  fubjeft  ?  Parents  may  be  often  obli- 
ged to  conceal  their  forrow  from  the  world,  becaufe  they 
know  it  would  be  treated  w;th  derifion.  I  the  rather  in- 
cline to  this  fiippofition  in  many  cafes ;  for  where  indif- 
ference or  partiality  to  the  fins  of  children  is  fo  plain  that 
it  cannot  be  denied,  I  fhould  greatly  fufpeft  the  piety  of 
fuch  perfons,  let  the  appearance  or  profeffion  be  as  flaming 
as  it  wir 
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All  your  mtfrcles,  then  are  in  the  hand  of  God»  who  C8i 
gWe  or  withhold,  comiuue  or  withdraw  them  at  his  piea- 
fure.     But  there  is  fomething  more  lilH:  your  life  ttfelf 
is  in  his  hand,     Thougli  outvvard  things  were  ever  fo  fla^    , 
ble  in  themftjlves*  they  are  altogether  precarious  as  to  usi*! 
\V"e  know  not  what  a  day  or  a  night  may  bring  forthi  or  at 
what  time  our  fouls  fliall  be  required  at  our  hands,     Thi^^ 
lurely  ought,  and  if  it  be  fcrioufly  attended  to,  certain^jral 
will  weaken  our  attachment  to  the  things  of  a  prefent 
world  ;  according  to  Uic  inference  drawn  from  it  by  the 
apolUe  Paol,  i  Cor.  vii*  19,  30,  31.    *'  But  this,  I  fay, 
*'  brethren,  the  lime  is  fliort.   It  rernaineih,  that  both  ihcjf 
*'  that  have  wives,  be  as  though  they  had  none  ;  and  ihr 
*'  that  weep,  as  though  they  wept  not ;  and  they  that 
*'  joice  as  tlioiigh  they  rejoiced  not ;  and  they  that  buyi^ 
'*  as  though  they  poffefled  not;  and  they  that  iilc  this 
^'  worlds  as  not  abufmg  it :  for  the  tklhion  of  this  world 
*'  pafieth  away*** 

(3)  Confkler  that  there  is  really  much  more  real  fatis- 
faction  to  be  found  in  acruciRed  than  in  an  idolized  world. 
This  to  many  will  appear  a  contradidVion ;  but  it  is  a 
great  and  certain  truth.  It  is  impoflible  for  any  perfon  to 
piifs  ever  fo  little  the  limits  of  duty  in  the  ufe  of  the  crea- 
tures, but  it  is  to  his  own  prejudice.  This  I  do  not  mean 
only  of  its  after  confequenccs,  but  even  in  point  of  pre- 
fenl  comfort.  There  is  a  more  genuine  fweetnefs  in  thofe 
things  that  are  ufed  with  moderation  and  felf-denial,  as 
tlie  gofpel  requires,  than  in  any  linful  gratification.  But 
if  this  holds  even  with  regard  to  the  fimple  enjoyment,  it 
holds  much  more  llrongly  when  we  confider  the  benefit 
of  a  fancVifi^  world.  He  that,  from  a  humble  fenfe  of 
the  divine  mercies,  can  rife  to  a  grateful  acknowledgment 
of  the  Giver  of  all  good  ;  he  who  is  thereby  ini'pired  witli 
a  holy  zeal  to  ferve  him  in  hi-,  generation,  and  values  no 
temporal  blefiing,  but  fo  far  as  it  may  be  ufeful  in  pro- 
moting the  glory  of  God,  and  the  good  of  others,  has  a 
delight  from  them,  infinitely  fuperior  to  what  arifes  from 
the  licence  of  criminal  indulgence.  He  enjoys  his  mer- 
cies without  fting,  he  polTeffes  them  without  the  fear  of 
loling  them  ;  nay,  he  can  even  rejoice  in  th«  furrender  it^ 
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felf,  as  a  part  of  the  will  of  God,  Is  this  febulous,  my 
brethren,  or  extravagant  ?  I  hope  not.  I  believe  and 
trail  it  is  matter  of  real  experience  to  the  children  of  God. 
bid  the  Pfalmift  David  fay,  it  was  good  for  him  that  he 
was  afflidled  ?  did  the  apoftles  of  Chrill  take  joyfully  the 
fpoiling  of  their  goods?  did  they  rejoice  that  they  were 
counted  worthy  to  fuffer  fhame  for  his  name  ?  1  hope  that 
many  others  will  rejoice,  that  they  have  been  enabled  to 
ufe  their  fiibftance  in  feedhig  the  hungry  and  clothing  the 
naked,  and  other  ufeful  purpofes.  I  am  perfuaded,  that 
a  pious  and  liberal  mind  taftes  a  more  exquifite  delight  in 
relieving  a  poor  family,  than  in  the  moft  colUy  and  fump- 
tuous  entertainment ;  and  that  he  who  values  his  reputa- 
tion only  for  his  ufefiilnefs,  will  give  thanks  to  God  for  the 
efteem  in  which  he  may  be  held ;  and  when  reproached 
for  doing  his  duty,  will  have  a  pleafure  in  fubmitting  to 
it  without  complaint,  greater  than  the  proud  and  felfifh 
can  poflibly  receive  from  the  daily  incenfe  of  flattery  and 
praife. 

4.  In  the  last  place,  As  this  fubjefl  has  the  moft  inti- 
mate connexion  with  the  power  of  religion,  Lfhall  con* 
elude  with  offering  to  ferious  perfons  a  few  particular  di« 
rcftions  for  their  daily  pradtice. 

(i)  Remember  that  your  great  care  ought  to  be  the  one 
thing  needful.  Salvation  is  your  great  work,  heaven  is 
your  home,  the  world  is  but  your  paffage  to  it.  If  you 
can  keep  this  conilantly  upon  your  minds,  you  will  im- 
mediately perceive  the  danger  of  the  world,  as  a  tempta- 
tion to  fin.  You  will  not  be  able  to  forget,  becaufe  you 
will  daily  feel,  what  influence  it  hath  in  helping  or  hinder- 
ing  you  in  your  journey  heavenward.  A  traveller  who 
hath  his  thoughts  Hill  fixed  on  the  place  of  his  deflination, 
and  is  anxious  to  get  forward,  will  fenfibly  feel  every  in- 
cumbrance from  the  weather,  or  the  way,  by  which  his 
progrefs  is  retarded.  It  is  by  mifreprefentation  that  the 
world  leads  us  aftray ;  true  and  juft  apprehehfions  of  our 
own  (late,  would  keep  our  affe£kions  in  their  juft  meafure 
with  regard  to  it. 

(2)  Be  particularly  upon  your  guard  againft  the  unfanc- 
tifiedc^jjiMttiBMtop^forts.    A  perfon  who  bath  any 
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principle  of  confcience,  would  be  filled  widi  horror,  at 
ihe  thoughts  of  grofs  Cn,  fuch  as  unclean nefs,  Injufli    ^ 
or  fenfuatity  \  yet  iucli  may  be  in  great  danger  of  placl 
liieir  affcdions  upon  the  world,  and  relVmg  on  it  as  thei; 
portion.     Tlieir  houfcs  and  lands,  their  children,  thei; 
name  and  rcputaiion,  may  incroach  upon  them^  and  ufur 
dominion  in  dieir  hearts-     Be  careful,  thereioie,  habii 
ly  to  improve  thefe  to  the  glory  of  God ;  learn  to  give  hi 
uianks  for  ihem,  as  the  bleiGngs  of  his  providence,  and 
fcrve  hun  by  them,  as  they  are  talents  or  opportunities 
ufefulnefs,  for  w^hich  fbxx  muft  render  an  ^count  in  the 
day  of  judgmcnU 

(3)  Be  attentive  to  the  courfe  of  Providence,  and  i 
prove  the  charaSers  and  conduft  of  others,  to  your  ow 
profit.  If  you  fee  one  man  grow  proud  and  felf-fufficien! 
as  he  grows  rich,  if  you  fee  him  forgetful  of  God  while 
continues  in  profperiiy,  t)Tannical  to  otliers  bccaufc  they 
are  in  his  power,  then  fear  left  you  alfo  be  tempted-  If 
you  fee  wealth  faddenly  poured  in  upon  any  perfons  make 
them  anxious,  quarrelfome,  and  impatient,  then  mode* 
rate  your  defines  of  profperity,  ami  ''  be  content  with  fuch 
*'  things  as  you  have."  It  is  very  common  to  enumerate 
and  cenfure  the  faults  of  others,  that  we  may  nourifli  our 
own  pride  by  the  comparifon ;  but  it  is  infinitely  more 
beneficial,  to  improve  the  weaknefs  of  others  for  our  own 
humiliation.  What  is  the  ordinary  ftyle  in  converfation  ? 
Were  I  fuch  a  perfon,  had  I  his  efiate  and  poffefDons,  I 
fliould  not  grudge  to  be  more  liberal  to  the  poor  ;  I  would 
do  fomething  for  the  public  ;  I  would  do  every  thing  for 
my  friends.  Truly  you  do  not  know  what  you  would  do. 
Were  you  raifed  to  the  fame  fituation,  perhaps  you  would 
be  ten  times  more  proud  and  covetous  than  the  man  you 
blame.  And  as  you  would  obferve  the  fins  of  others,  fo 
obferve  the  ways  of  God  towards  them.  If  an  oppreffor 
is  at  laft  overtaken  in  his  wickednefs,  if  he  is  held  as  a  wild 
bull  in  a  net,  and,  inftead  of  humility,  it  produceth  no- 
thing but  the  rage  of  impatience  and  difpair ;  adore  the 
righteous  judgment  of  God,  and  be  fenfible  that  neidier 
mercies  nor  tj'ials  will  change  the  heart,  unlefs  they  are 
accompanied  with  the  power  of  divine  grace.  If  it  pleafetli 
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God  to  bring  down  any  from  riches  to  poverty,  or  from 
honor  to  difgrace,  remember  that  he  vifits  his  people  in 
mercy  for  their  corredtion,  arjd  his  enemies  in  vengeance 
for  their  puniQiment ;  fo  that,  whether  you  are  the  one  or 
the  other,  you  have  no  charter  of  fecurity  from  the  fame 
calamities. 

(4)  Think  much  of  mortality,  and  the  innumerable 
fufferings  which  are  every  where  to  be  feen  among  our 
fellow  creatures.  The  wife  man  tells  us,  Ecclef.  vii.  2, 
3.  "It  is  better  to  go  to  the  houfv>f  mourning,  than  to 
**  go  to  the  houfe  of  feafting :  for  that  is  the  end  of  all  men, 
**  and  the  living  will  lay  it  to  his  heart.  Sorrow  is  better 
"  than  laughter:  for  by  the  fadnefs  of  the  countenance 
"  the  heart  is  made  better."  There  are  fome  who,  from 
mere  tendemefs  of  heart,  and  a  ftrong  attachment  to  fen- 
fual  delight,  are  not  able  to  look  upon  fcenes  of  mifery  and 
diftrefs.  They  fly  from  them,  therefore,  and  deceive 
themfelves  into  a  dream  of  fecurity  by  intoxicating  plea- 
fures.  But,  my  brethren,  it  is  infinitely  better  to  fortify 
yourfelves  againft  the  fear  of  death,  by  faith  in  him  who  is 
the  refurreftion  and  the  life ;  and  then  the  frequent  ob- 
fervation  of  others  in  affliflion,  will  have  the  nobleft  and 
moft  falutary  influence  in  mortifying  worldly  affeflions. 
You  may  alfo  fometimes  fee  the  triumph  of  faith  in  the  joy- 
ful departure  of  believers,  which  is  one  of  the  moft  edify- 
ing and  comfortable  fights  that  any  Chriftikn  can  behold. 

(5.)  In  the  laft  place,  I  would  recall  to  your  minds,  and 
earneftly  recommend  to  your  meditation,  what  made  a 
principal  branch  of  the  doftrinal  part  of  this  fubjeft,  *'  the 
**  crofs  of  Chrift."  By  this  the  believer  will  indeed  cruci- 
fy the  world.  Reafon  and  experience  may  wound  the 
world,  fo  to  fpeak ;  but  the  crofs  of  Chrift  pierces  it  to  the 
heart.  Shall  we  murmur  at  the  crofs,  when  our  Redeemer 
bore  it  ?  Are  not  the  thoughts  of  what  he  fuffered,  and  what 
we  deferved,  fufficient  to  eradicate  from  our  minds  every* 
the  leaft  inclination  to  what  is  provoking  to  him  ?  Are  not 
the  thoughts  of  what  he  purchafed,  fufficient  to  deftroy  in 
our  hearts  the  leaft  difpofition  to  place  our  happinefs  here  ? 
The  thoughts  of  the  crofs  of  Chrift  are  ftrengthening  as 
well  ^  inftruftive.    We  are  drawn miyttK  by  the  pow- 
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cr  of  fympathy,  emboldened  by  his  example,  and  animst 
by  his  conquefi     Is  not  the  Chriftian,  when  he  is  in  ftill 
contemplation  of  this  great  objeft,  faying,  *  O  tnofl  mer, 

*  ciful  Saviour,  fhall  I  any  more  idolize  that  world  which 
'  crucified  thee?  fhall  I  be  afraid  of  their  fcorn  who  in- 

*  fulted  thee  ?  (hall  I  refufe  any  part  of  his  will,  who,  by 
'  the  crofs,  has  glorified  thee  ?' 

Let  us  conclude  by  attempting  to  fay»  in  faith^  what 
God  grant  every  one  of  us  may  be  able  to  fay  in  the  iwful 
hour  of  the  laft  conflift :  "  O  death,  where  is  thy  fling  1 
"  O  grave,  where  is  thy  viftory !  The  liing  of  death  is 
*'  fin,  and  the  ftrenglh  of  fm  is  the  law  ;  but  thanks  be  to 
"  God,  which  giveth  tis  the  victory  through  our  Lord  Jefus 
"  Ghrift/* 
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FERVENCY  and  IMPORTUNITY  in  PRAYER. 

SERMON  11. 


GENESIS   xxxii.  26. 

And  he  saidy  Ixuill  not  let  thee  go,  except  thou  bless  me, 

MY  brethren,  real  communion  with  God  is  a 
bleillng  of  fuch  ineftimable  value,  that  it  cannot 
be  fought  with  too  great  eameftnefs,  or  maintained  with 
too  much  care. .  If  it  is  no  fable,  that  God  vouchfafes  to 
his  people,  on  fome  occafions,  a  fenfe  of  his  gracious  pre- 
fence,  and,  as  it  were,  vifits  them  in  love ;  with  what 
fervor  fhould  they  defire,  with  what  diligence  fhould  they 
improve,  fo  great  a  mercy !  In  a  particular  manner,  when 
a  good  man  hath  in  view,  either  an  important  and  difE- 
cult  duty,  or  a  dangerous  trial,  it  is  his  intereft  to  implore, 
with  the  greateft  importunity,  the  prefence  and  counte« 
nance  of  God,  which  only  can  efiedually  direft  him  in 
the  one,  and  fupport  him  in  the  other.  This,  my  bre- 
thren, ought  to  be  our  concern  at  prefent,  as  we  have  in 
view  a  very  folemn  approach  to  God,  viz.  laying  hold  of 
one  of  the  feals  of  his  covenant :  what  trials  may  be  before 
us,  or  near  us,  it  is  impoflible  to  know. 

The  words  I  have  read  relate  to  a  remarkable  paifage 
of  the  patriarch  Jacob's  life.  He  was  now  returning  from 
Padan-aram  with  a  numerous  family,  and  great  fubftance, 
and  had  received  information  that  his  brother  Efau  was 
coming  to  meet  him  with  four  hundred  men.  We  are 
lold,  V.  7*  of  the  chapter,  that  he  was  ^'  greatly  afraid  and 
^'  diftreiGBd^ihMMU^jlLprob^         quite  uncertain 
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w  hethcr  his  brother  was  coming  with  a  firiendly  or  a  hofttte* 
intencion ;  or  rather,  having  peat  reafon  to  fufpefl  tJie 
latter  to  be  the  cafe.  He  rofe  up,  we  ire  told,  long  before 
day,  and  ftnt  his  wives,  his  children^  and  cattle,  over  the 
brook  Jabbock  '  and  as  it  follows,  in  the  Z4th  vcrfe,  "  Ja- 
^*  cob  was  left  alone  :  and  there  w  rel^led  a  man  with  him» 
*^  until  the  breaking  of  the  day.  And  when  he  faw  that 
**  he  prevailed  not  againft  him^  he  touched  the  hollow  of 
"  his  thigh  :  and  the  hollow  of  Jacob's  thigh  was  out  of 
"  joint,  as  he  wrcftled  with  him.  And  he  faid.  Let  me 
*'  go»  for  the  day  breaketh  :  and  he  faid*  I  will  not  let  thee 
*^  go^  except  thou  blcfs  me**' 

Some  of  the  fathers,  and  alfo  fome  of  the  Jewilh  writers, 
fuppofe,  that  all  this  was  done  in  prophetic  vifion,  to  re- 
prcfent  to  him  the  difficuhtes  that  were  yet  before  htm* 
wK*ch,  by  faith  and  patience  he  was  to  overcome-  But  it 
is  more  reafonablc  to  think,  that  this  was  in  truth  the  ap^ 
pearance  of  an  angel  to  him  ;  and  indeed  moft  probabl^f  , 
of  the  angel  of  the  covenant;  becaufe,  from  the  pafTage 
itfelf,  it  appears  that  he  had  '*  prevailed  with  God/*  The 
fanie  thinjx  ^^'c  are  aflured  of  by  the  prophet  Hofea,  chap, 
>:ii.  3,4.  "  He  took  his  brother  by  the  heel  in  the  womb» 
*'  and  by  his  ftrength  he  had  power  with  God  •  yea,  he  had 
"  power  over  the  angel,  and  prevailed  :  he  wept  and  made 
•'  iiipplication  unto  him :  he  found  him  in  Beth-el,  and 
'''  there  he  fpake  with  us."  From  this  paflage  alfo  we 
learn,  that  it  was  the  fame  who  met  with  him  at  Bethel. 
Some  think,  with  a  good  deal  of  probability,  that  this  at- 
tack was  made  upon  him  by  way  of  puniflmient  for  the 
weaknefs  of  his  faith  ;  that  though  he  had  received  the  pro- 
mife,  he  fhould  yet  be  under  fo  great  a  terror  at  the  ap. 
proach  of  his  brother.  In  this  indeed  he  was  an  example 
of  what  happens  to  believers  in  every  age.  Pafl  mercies 
are  forgotten  at  the  approach  of  future  trials ;  therefore  the 
fame  God  who  vifited  at  Beth-el,  and  promifed  to  be  with 
him,  now  meets  him  in  difpleafure,  and  threatens  to  de- 
Ilroy  him ;  but  by  "  weeping  and  fupplication"  he  not 
only  obtained  his  prefervation,  but  a  further  bleffing.  It 
is  alfo  the  opinion  of  many,  that  the  wrefiling  or  confli<^ 
was  literal  and  real  for  fome  time,  and  that  Jacob  perhaps 
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took  it  to  be  one  of  Efau's  attendants  who  had  come  to 
forprife  him  in  the  night ;  but  that  at  laft  he  perceived  his 
millake,  when  the  luigel,  by  a  flight  touch  of  his  thigh, 
Ihewed  him,  that,  if  he  had  pleafed,  he  might  eafily  have 
deftroyed  him.  Then,  as  he  had  contended  with  his  fup- 
pofed  adverfary,  he  now  continues  the  ftruggle,  by  infift- 
ing  upon  a  blcffing ;  which  he  obtains,  in  fuch  terms  as 
carry  in  them  a  commendation  both  of  his  conftancy  and 
importunity :  v,  28.  "  And  he  faid,  Thy  name  (hall  be 
"  called  no  more  Jacob,  but  Ifrael  \  for  as  a  prince  haft  thou 
**  power  with  God,  and  with  men,  aind  haft  prevailed.'' 
The  laft  part  of  this  verfe  is  fuppofed  indeed  to  be  wrong 
tranflated ;  and  that  it  ihould  be,  ^^  as  a  prince  thou  haft 
"  had  power  with  God,  and  therefore  much  more  Ihalt 
"  thou  prevail  over  men :"  which  was  a  promife  not  only 
of  prcfent  fecurity,  but  of  future  profperity  and  conqueft. 
But  though  this  remarkable  event  had  a  particular  and 
immediate  relation  to  Jacob,  there  is  no  doubt,  that  the 
Spirit  of  God,  in  putting  it  on  record,  had  a  purpofe  of 
further  and  more  extenfive  ufefulnefs.  It  is  plainly  an  ex- 
ample of  importunity,  and,  as  it  were,  holy  violence  in 
prayen  So  uniform  and  general  has  this  i'enfe  of  the  paf- 
iage  been,  that  fervency  and  importunity  in  prayer  has 
been  generally  called  ivrestling  V}ith  God.  This  is  a  i'ub- 
jedt  which  well  deferves  our  moft  ferioiis  attention  ;  the 
rather  that  I  am  forry  to  fay,  the  praftice  has  fallen  into 
much  difrepute  ;  and  I  am  afraid  the  expreffion  itfelf  is  in 
fome  danger  of  being  treated  with  derifion.  In  difcourfing 
further  on  this  fubje^  I  fhall, 

I.  Explain  and  illuftrate  a  little  the  nature  and  fubjeft 
of  this  holy  wreftlingand  importunity  in  prayer. 

II.  The  duty  and  reafonablenefs  of  it. 

III.  The  great  benefit  arifing  from  it.     And, 

IV.  In  the  laft  place,  I  ihall  make  fome  improvement 
of  the  fubjedt,  for  your  inftru£tion  and  direction. 

I.  First,  then,  I  am  to  explain  and  illuftrate  a  little 
the  nature  and  fubjeft  of  this  holy  wreftling  and  importa- 
tiity  in  pnger%  Wreftling  neceflarily  fuppofes  fome  re- 
'^>^^c*^^WV''''''VBll^te  overcome.    Prayer  indeed,  of 
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itfcVF,  and  in  the  fimpleft  cafes,  may  be  Taid  to  cany  this;^ 
idea  in  it ;  becaufe  he  that  prays  (lands  in  need  of  fonne^ 
thing  which  he  can  only  obtain  by  prevailing  with*  01 
bending  the  will  of  another  to  beftow  :  Matih<  viu  7- 
""  Alk,  and  it  fhall  be  given  you  ;  fcek,  and  ye  (hall  find  i 
"  knock,  and  it  ftall  be  opened  unto  you,'*  But  as  there 
are  many  gracious  alTurances  of  God's  rcadinefs  to  hear 
our  prayers,  the  fubjed  we  are  ^now  upon  leads  us  partU 
cularly  to  the  conlideration  of  the  obftruftions  or  difficul- 
ties that  Jie  in  die  way,  either  of  our  praying  as  weought^ 
or  praying  with  fuccefs,  Thefc  two  things  mult  be  join- 
ed together,  becaule  they  are  in  their  nature  infeparably 
conneded  :  James  i  v.  3*  **  Ye  afk  and  receive  not,  becaufe 
^^  ye  slk  amifs,  that  ye  may  confume  it  upon  your  lulls,** 
James  i-  5,  6,  7-  *'  If  any  of  you  lack  wifdom,  let  him 
'^  aik  of  God,  that  giveth  to  all  men  liberally,  and  up* 
**  braideth  not ;  and  it  fhall  be  given  him-  But  let  hinn 
"  afk  in  faith*  nothing  wavering :  for  he  that  waveretk 
"  is  like  a  wave  of  the  Tea,  driven  with  the  wind,  and 
"  toffed.  For  let  not  that  man  think  that  he  fhall  receiver 
*'  any  thing  of  the  Lord.*'  Now,  for  the  illuftration  of 
this  duty  and  praftice,  in  a  way  fuited  to  the  condition 
and  daily  experience  of  the  children  of  God,  I  fliall  men- 
tion fonie  of  the  chief  obftrudlions  or  difficulties  we  have 
to  wreftle  with  in  our  accefs  to  God,  and  which  mufl 
be  overcome  by  the  importunity  and  holy  violence  of 
prayer, 

1.  The  firfl  of  thefe  I  fliall  mention  is  a  fenfe  of  guilt 
overwhelming  the  foul.  This,  which  is  the  flrongeft  of 
all  arguments  for  the  neceffity  of  prayer,  is  often  found 
in  experience  to  hinder  the  performance.  When  any 
perfon  is  arrefted  of  confcience,  when  his  multiplied  traiif- 
grelfions  appear  before  him  in  all  their  variety,  and  in  all 
their  aggravations,  it  is  apt  to  fill  him  with  a  jealoufy  of 
God,  a  dread  of  entering  into  his  prefence,  and  in  fome 
fort  adefpair  of  obtaining  his  mercy.  This  hath  been  often 
feen  in  great  profligates,  overtaken  by  a  vifitation  ot  Pro- 
vidence, and  Rung  by  the  reproaches  of  confcience.  When 
they  have  been  urged  to  apply  for  divine  mercy,  they  have 
anfwered, '  I  cannot  pray  :'  or, '  How  can  I  pray,  who 
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*  have  been  fo  mondrous  a  finner  ?*  Nay,  it  may  be  fre- 
qaently  obferved,  that  men  who  live  in  fecurity,  without 
any  juft  convi£tion  of  their  finful  ftate,  will  maintain  fome 
fort  of  form  of  religion,  will  even  go  through  their  form 
with  fome  pleafure,  and  place  fome  dependance  upon  it. 
But  when  confcience  begins  to  rife  a  little  upon  them,  and 
they  fee  the  enormities  they  are  guilty  of,  though  it  can- 
not  make  them  forfake  their  fins,  it  makes  them  fpeedily 
forfake  all  their  religion.  It  is  taken  notice  of  by  Dr. 
Doddridge,  in  his  life  of  Col.  Gardiner,  that  when  he  was 
indulging  himfelf  in  all  manner  of  wickednefs,  he  began, 
from  a  natural  fenfe  of  duty,  to  pay  fome  acknowledg- 
ments to  God ;  but  as  he  was  not  refolved  to  forfake  his 
fins,  the  daring  profanity  of  it  firuck  him  with 'horror. 
He  therefore  determined,  fays  the  author,  *  to  make  no 

*  more  attempts  of  this  fort ;  and  was  perfiaps  one  of  the 

*  firft  that  deliberately  laid  afide  prayer  from  fotne  fenfe 

*  of  God's  omnifcience,  and  fome  natural  principle  of  ho- 

*  nor  and  confcience.'  In  this  laft  refleftion,  the  worthy 
author  is  undoubtedly  miflaken ;  for  he  was  not  the  firft, 
nor  will  he  be  the  laft,  who  has  been  driven  from  prayer 
by  a  fenfe  of  fin,  and  a  horror  of  his  Maker's  prefence. 

I  have  defcribed  this  difficulty  in  its  moft  hideous  form, 
if  I  may  fpeak  fo,  as  it  Ibnds  in  the  way  of  wicked  men. 
But  there  is  often  too  much  of  it  to  be  found  even  in  good 
men  themfelves.  A  deep  fenfe  of  fin  often  fills  them  with 
a  flavifti  fear,  mars  their  confidence  before  God,  and 
tempts  them  to  keep  at  a  diftance  from  him.  Pfal.  xl. 
12.  "  For  innumerable  evils  have  compafled  me  about, 
^^  mine  iniquities  have  taken  hold  upon  me,  fo  that  I 
^^  am  not  able  to  look  up :  they  are  more  than  the  hairs  of 
"  mine  head,  therefore  my  heart  faileth  me."  He  that 
wreftles  in  prayer,  refufes  to  yield  to  this  difcouragement. 
He  ftill  ventures,  though  at  a  diftance,  to  look  to  his  offen- 
ded God.  Though  he  is  filled  with  tribulation  and  fear,  he 
will  not  give  up  his  plea.  He  fays  with  the  Pfalmift,  Pf. 
Ixxvii.  7,  8,  9.  "  Will  the  Lord  caft  off  for  ever?  and 
^*  will  he  be  fiivorable  no  more  ?  Is  his  mercy  clean  gone 
^^  forever  ?  doth  his  promife  fail  for  evermore  ?  Hath  God 
^  forgotten  to  be  graciai|y^|||^  in  anger  fliut  up  his 
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**  tender  mercies  ?  Selah/*  He  eniteivors  to  uke  foch 
views  of  the  glory  and  extent  of  diviiic  mercy  as  will 
give  him  fome  ground  of  hope.  He  maketh  ruppjicmton 
wicb  ilrong  crying  and  tears.  Agamit  hopt;  he  belie veili 
in  hope;  or  relblves,  that  if  he  peiilln  he  Oiall  pcrifhat 
the  fooUlooI  of  mercy-  And  nothing  is  fo  proper  to  bring 
him  to  this  refolution,  nay*  not  lung  is  fiifilcieni  ftir  ihal 
purpofe,  but  the  tieenefs  otlalvation,  as  it  is  oficred  in  the 
gofpel  of  ClirilU  where  all  confidence  is  derived,  not  fronn 
die  goodnefs  ot  the  finnerj  but  from  the  )3ower  and  grace 
of  the  Saviour* 

2.  Another  difficulty  to  be  overcome  in  prayer  b,  ^ 
frowning  Providence  difcouraging  the  mind.  When  this 
is  addtid  to  the  former^  as  they  commonly  go  together,  it 
augmems  the  difficulty,  and  adds  to  the  diflrefs.  When 
great  calamities  arc  brought  upon  the  believer,  wiicn  one 
Hroke  follows  upon  the  back  of  another,  when  fin  chaU 
knges  ami  Providence  pnnifljes  him,  he  is  then  "m  dan- 
ger of  giving  up  his  condition  as  dcfperate,  and  without 
remedy*  See  the  reflections  of  Job  in  this  llrain,  oot- 
withftanding  he  is  commended  to  us  as  a  pattern  of  pa- 
tience, Job  xix.  8,  9,  ID.  "  He  hath  fenced  up  my  way 
'*  that  I  cannot  pafs,  and  he  hath  fet  darknefs  in  my 
*'  paths.  He  hath  ftript  me  of  my  glory,  and  taken  the 
'^  crown  from  my  head.  He  hath  deltroyed  me  on  every 
"  fide,  and  I  am  gone :  and  my  hope  hath  he  removed 
•^  like  a  tree.'* 

When  the  rod  of  corredlion  falls  heavy,  the  Chriftian 
finds  it  very  difficult  to  believe  that  it  comes  from  the  love 
of  a  father,  and  is  rather  apt  to  tremble  under  it  as  the  fe- 
verity  of  a  judge.  So  did  Jacob  himfelf,  after  all  his  expe- 
rience, in  the  clofc  of  life.  Gen.  xlii.  36.  "  And  Jacob 
"  their  father  faid  unto  them.  Me  have  ye  bereaved  of  my 
"  children  ;  Jofeph  is  not,  Simeon  is  not,  and  ye  will  take 
"  Benjamin  away  :  all  thefe  things  are  againft  me^*' 
Sometimes  the  courfe  of  Providence  in  general  has  the 
fame  eflfeft.  The  profperity  and  infolence  of  finners,  the 
opprcffed  ftate  of  the  children  of  God,  the  difappointed  en- 
deavors  of  his  fervants,  make  them  often  call  in  queftion 
his  prefence,  his  faithfulnefs,  or  his  power.     This  is  the 
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fubjeftof  the  whole  73d  Pfalm,  and  fummed  up  in  the 
xoth  andiith  vcrfes:  "  Therefore  his  people  return  hi- 
"  ther ;  and  waters,  of  a  full  cup  are  wrunjr  out  to  them. 
'*  And  they  fay.  How  doth  God  know  ?  and  is  there 
^>  knowledge  in  the  Mod  High  ?" 

He  that  wreftles  in  prayer,  therefore,  confiders  the 
depth  of  Divine  Providence  with  reverence.  He  dwells 
upon  the  wifdom  and  power  of  God,  who  alone  can  bring 
light  out  of  darknefs,  and  order  out  of  confufion.  He 
taketh  hold  of  his  covenant,  and  the  fure  and  everlafting 
mercy  that  is  contained  in  it,  and  humbly  and  eameftly 
prays  for  univerfal  and  abfolute  refignation  to  the  divine 
will.  This,  my  brethren,  is  one  of  the  greateft  and  mod 
important  objeAs  of  prayer,  and  what  believers  (hould 
wreftic  for  with  the  greateft  fervor  and  importunity.  They 
fliould  cry  mightily  to  God,  and  exjpoftulate  eameftly  with 
their  own  hearts,  as  the  Pfalmift,  Pf.  xlii.  9,  10,  11.  ^'  I 
*'  will  fay  unto  God  my  rock,  Why  haft  thou  forgotten 
^^  me  ?  why  go  I  mourning  becaufe  of  the  oppreffion  of  the 
^^  enemy  ?  As  with  a  fword  in  my  bones,  mine  enemies 
**  reproach  me  :  while  they  fay  daily  unto  me.  Where  is 
*'  thy  God  ?  Why  art  thou  caft  down,  O  ray  foul  ?  and 
^  why  art  thou  difquieted  within  me  ?  hope  thou  in  God, 
**  for  I  (hall  yet  praife  him,  who  is  the  health  of  my  coun- 
''  tenance,  and  my  God.'*  I  am  not  here  to  go  through 
all  the  grounds  of  encouragement  on  which  the  fuffering 
and  pleading  believer  may  place  his  dependance,  drawn 
fi^om  the  perfections  of  an  unchangeable  God,  from  the 
power  of  a  Saviour  upon  a  throne,  from  the  precife  and 
exprefs  promifes  in  fcripture  of  fupport  or  deliverance, 
and  the  daily  experience  of  the  faithful.  It  is  fufficient 
that  I  have  pointed  out  to  you  the  (late  and  pra£tice  of  a 
diifarefled  and  affli£ted  Chriftian  wreftling  with  God. 

3.  Another  difficulty  often  arifes  from  unbelieving 
thoughts,  ami  inward  temptations  diftrefling  the  (pirit. 
Prayer  takes  its  rife  from  and  is  carried  on  by  faith.  Pray- 
er  indeed  is  little  elfe  than  the  immediate  and  lively  exer- 
cife  of  faith :  Hcbi  %\.  6.  **  For  he  that  cometh  to  God, 
''  muft  beIievc^|WMi^M|Ml  that  he  is  a  rewarder  of 
"  them  that  dUMT  ^t*^  On  this  account,  duti- 
Vol.  '  ^ 
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fjl  and  acceptable  prmyer  b  calkd  the  prayer  of/ah 
Who  would  apply,  or  who  c&n  applyi  to  Cod,  for 
mercy,  but  from  a  perfaafion  that  he  is  prefcnt  to 
and  that  he  is  able  aad  willing  to  beftow  \  Now^  wh< 
this  feith  begins  to  fail,  either  from  its  natural  we 
from  our  fintu!  negligence^  from  the  fuUle  infimmioni 
or  the  more  violent  allaalts  of  the  adverfary  of  our 
vation,  it  mull  be  a  great  hindrance  to  the  exercife 
prayer- 
Many  aj%  the  difficulties  of  this  kind  which  the  Chrii 
tian,  from  time  to  time*  hath  to  (truggle  with-    Sov 
he  \%  made  to  doubt  of  the  certainty,  and  Ibcnetimos  of  i 
meaning  of  the  promiles,     AVe  fee  fome  diAreflied 
fons  fo  embarrafTed  with  fcruples,  or  fa  miiled  by  cont 
verfy,  as  to  lofe  the  reliOi  and  fpiritual  comfort  of  the  m^ortF" 
of  Codf  %vhile  they  are  contending  about  it.     Sometinies 
they  are  made  to  doubt  their  own  title  to  apply  the  pro^ 
mifes  whiUi  appear  like  a  rich  and  fumptuous  table*  en*' 
compaffed  with  a  flaming  fword,  forbidding  their  approach. 
Thus  they  are  led  away  from  the  confolation  of  Ifrael^and 
made  to  ieek  in  vain  for  a  foundation  of  comfort  in  them- 
felves.     How  often  do  wc  fee,  that  the  very  fenfc  of  fin, 
and  fear  of  danger,  the  very  mifery  and  neceflity  which 
particularly  difcover  the  fitnefs  and  excellence  of  tfie 
truths  of  the  everlafting  goff^el,  are  made  ufe  of  to  dilcou- 
rage  us  from  embracing  them ! 

Sometimes  the  truths  themfelves  are  perverted,  or  let 
in  oppofition  one  to  another,  and  mutually  deftroy  each 
other's  influence.  Thus,  while  the  conftant  and  over- 
ruling  providence  of  God  ihould  be  the  great  foundation 
both  of  our  faith  and  prayer,  it  is  fometimes  fet  in  oppofu 
tion  to  both.  The  falfe  reafoner  will  fay  to  himfelf,  Why 
fhould  I  pray  for  deliverance  from  this  diilrefs  ?  why  (hould 
1  pray  or  hope  for  the  pofleflion  of  fuch  a  mercy  ?  The 
whole  order  and  courfe  of  events  is  fixed  and  unalterable. 
If  it  is  appointed  to  happen,  it  fliall  happen,  whether  I 
ipeak  or  be  filent ;  if  it  is  otherwife  determined,  the  pray- 
ers of  the  whole  creation  will  not  be  able  to  obtain  it. 
How  unhappily  do  men  thus  reafon  themfelves  out  of  U)cir 
ovvn  peace  !  not  confidering  the  unfpeakiible  abfurdity  of 
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making  oar  weak  and  imperfefl  conceptions  of  the  nature 
and  government  of  God  to  (bnd  in  oppofition  to  his  own 
exprefs  command.  The  influence  of  fecond  caufes,  mo- 
ral  as  well  as  natural,  is  a  matter  of  undeniable  experi- 
ence. If  you  acknowledge  it  in  the  one,  fhould  you  deny 
it  in  the  other  ?  Is  not  intemperance  the  caufe  of  difeafe  ? 
is  not  flothfulnefs  the  way  to  poverty  ?  is  not  negle£ted 
tillage  the  caufe  of  a  barren  field  I  and  is  not  reftratning 
prayer  alfo  the  way  to  barrennefs  of  fpirit  ?  Believe  it,  my 
brethren,  fervent  prayer  is  as  fure  and  effeAual  a  mean  of 
obtaining  thofe  mercies  which  may  be  lawfully  prayed 
for,  as  plowing  and  fowing  is  of  obtaining  the  fruits  of  the 
ground. 

Again,  fometimes  by  the  cunning  of  Satan,  the  believer 
is  driven  to  the  brink  of  the  precipice,  and  made  to  doubt 
of  the  very  being  of  God,  and  the  reality  of  all  religion. 
It  is  eafy  to  fee,  that  this  mull  wholly  take  away  the  ne- 
ceffity  and  ufe  of  prayer.  But  even  when  it  is  not  fo 
powerful  as  to  prevent  the  pra£tice,  yet  doth  it  in  a  great 
meafure,  cool  the  fervor  and  deffaxyy  the  comfort  of  prayer. 
He  that  wreftles  with  God  has  often  thefe  difficulties,  in^ 
greater  or  lefTer  degree^  to  ftruggle  with.  Some  of  them  it 
is  his  duty  to  oppofe  by  reafon,  and  fome  of  them  dire£Uy 
and  immediately  to  refift  and  banifh  as  temptations ;  and 
I  think  an  exercifed  Chrillian  will  ufually  make  the  mat- 
ter of  his  complaint  the  fubjeA  of  his  prayer.  This  is  in* 
deed  defeating  the  tempter  with  his  own  weapons :  it  is 
bringing  fweetnefs  out  of  the  ftrong,  and  meat  out  of  the 
eater,  when  the  difficulties  thrown  in  the  way  of  our  pray- 
ers ferve  to  excite  us  to  greater  ardor,  importunity,  and 
frequency  in  that  necelfary  and  profitable  exercife. 

4*  Another  difficulty  with  which  the  believer  hath  to 
ftruggle,  is  the  coldnefs  and  flothfulnefs  of  his  own  heart. 
This  is  as  great  a  hindrance  of  prayer  as  any  that  hath 
been  named ;  and  I  believe  it  is  of  all  others  the  moft 
common  and  prevalent  At  the  fame  time  it  affords  a 
very  mortifying  view  of  our  own  chara£ter  and  ftate. 
Jndeed!  that  when  we  confider  the  great  and 
whom  we  have  to  do,  we  fhould  find  lb 
maintaining  a  ferious  and  attentive 
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frame  of  fpirit  1  that  when  we  lie  under  fo  great  and  un- 
fpeakable  obligations  lo  his  mercy,  our  fenfe  of  gratitude 
flioLild  be  fo  wctk  and  languid  1  tliat  when  we  have  bicf* 
fmgs  to  alk  of  fo  ineftimable  value,  we  fhould  notwith- 
(landing  doit  with  fo  much  indifference!  And  what  is 
flranger  fliU,  are  there  not  many  iv  ho  ha%  e  tafted,  in  fome 
degree*  the  fweetnefs  and  confblation  of  communion  with 
God,  and  yet  are  ready  to  return  to  a  Rate  of  coldnefs  and 
negligence  1 

I  am  perfiiaded  I  need  not  tell  any  ferious  perfon  in  this 
alfembly  the  danger  or  frequency  oi  the  Chrillian's  being 
feized  with  a  flothfulnefs,  coldnefs^  or  fecurity  of  fpirit- 
It  is  probable  many  are  at  this  moment  inwardly  afliamed 
on  being  dius  barely  pot  in  mind  of  it*  How  often  is  it 
the  reproach  and  ftain  of  all  our  worfhip  in  public,  in  fm- 
niily*  and  in  fecret !  how  eafily  do  we  degenerate  into  a 
form  !  how  hardly  is  the  fpirit  and  affcftion  kept  aHve  ! 
How  many  arc  there  over  whom  confciencc  has  fo  much 
power,  that  they  neither  dare  ablent  diemfelves  from  pub^ 
lie  ordinances,  nor  difcontinue  the  form  of  fecret  duty  : 
and  yet  they  may  continue  long  in  a  licartlefs,  lifelefs, 
and  unprofitable  attendance  upon  both  !  Times  of  deep 
convidlion,  of  heavy  afflidlion,  or  harrafling  temptation,  are 
more  diftreffing ;  but  they  are  not  fo  infnaring,  as  this 
leprofy  that  creeps  upon  us  in  a  feafon  of  quiet  and  fere- 
nit}\  The  other  difficulties,  if  1  may  fpeak  fo,  force  us  to 
wreftle  with  them,  bccaufe  they  leave  us  no  peace  ;  but 
this  tempts  us  to  fit  dill  under  it,  becaufe  it  gives  us  no 
difturbance. 

He  that  wrefiles  with  God  in  prayer,  then,  muft  main- 
tain a  confiift  with  the  flothfulnefs  of  his  own  fpirit,  ami 
endeavor  to  preferve  that  vigor  and  fervency  of  affeftion 
fo  neceffary  to  the  right  performance  of  the  duty.  You 
will  fay,  perhaps,  With  what  propriety  is  this  called  wrefl- 
lingwith  God?  it  is  rather  wreltling  with  himfelf.  But 
when  we  confidcr,  that  every  gracious  difpofition  muft 
come  down  from  above,  from  the  Fitthcr  of  lights,  and  au- 
thor of  ever}'  good  and  perfect  gift :  and,  in  particular, 
that  the  fpirit  of  prayer  is  one  of  his  moft  precious  and 
excellent  gifts ;  the  juilnejs  and  propriety  of  this  language 
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will  manifeftly  appear.  The  coldners  of  our  hearts,  and 
deadnefs  of  our  aSeftions  in  worfliip,  ought,  on  the  one 
hand,  to  be  imputed  to  ourfelves  as  the  immediate  and 
finful  caufe,  and,  on  the  other,  may  be  confidered  as  a  part 
of  God's  moil  holy  providence,  who  withdraws  his  Spirit 
in  righteous  judgment.  Thus  the  Pfalmift  very  beauti- 
fully  fays,  Pfal.  Ixv.  4,  ^^  Blefled  is  the  man  whom  thou 
^^  chufeft,  and  caufeft  to  approach  unto  thee,  tliat  he  may 
"  dwell  in  thy  courts."  And  thus  the  fpirit  of  fupplica- 
tion  is  a  remarkable  gofpel-promife  :  Zech.  xii.  10.  *^  And 
**  I  will  pour  upon  the  houfe  of  David,  and  upon  the  in- 
"  habitants  of  Jerufalem,  the  fpirit  of  grace  and  of  fuppli- 
"  cations,  and  they  fhall  look  upon  me  whom  they  have 
'*  pierced,  and  they  fliall  mourn  for  him,  as  one  mourneth 
''  for  bis  only  fon,  and  iliall  be  in  bittemefs  for  him,  as  one 
^'  that  is  in  bittemefs  for  his  firll  bom/' 

My  brethren,  there  is  the  greateft  reafon  for  every 
Chriflian,  not  only  to  wreftle  againft  a  flothful  difpofition 
a3  a  fin,  but  to  fear  its  influence  as  a  judgment ;  for  if 
among  fpiritual  judgments  it  holds  a  chief  place,  when 
God  giveth  *^  the  fpirit  of  flumber ;  eyes  that  they  fhoukl 
^'  not  fee,  and  ears  that  they  ihould  not  hear ;"  it  ought  to 
be  treated  in  the  fame  manner  with  all  other  obftru^ions, 
that  is  to  fay,  encountered  by  vigorous  refiflance.  Like 
all  other  enemies,  it  acquires  courage  by  fuccefs ;  like  all 
other  fins,  it  is  ftrengthened  by  indulgence.  And  yet, 
alas !  how  often  is  this  very  circumftance  made  ufe  of  as 
an  excufe  for  the  omiffion  of  prayer  i  When  the  Chriflian 
finds  himfelf  lifelefs  and  indifpofed  to  prayer,  it  makes  him 
either  negleft  it  altogether,  or  llur  over  the  performance 
in  a  carelefs  and  trifling  manner,  faying  to  himfelf,  ^^  I  am 
'*  not  now  in  a  fit  temper  for  it.'*  Nay,  fometimes  he 
reafons  himfelf  even  religioufly  out  of  his  duty,  faying,  ^^  I 
''  {hall  but  diflionor  God  by  fuch  a  heanlefs  lacrificc ;  and 
^'  therefore  I  had  better  delay  it  till  I  be  in  a  frame  that  is 
"  fitter  for  it."  But  if  the  time  and  other  circumflances 
call  for  the  duty,  our  own  indifpofition  of  heart  is,  of  all 
others,  tlie  moft  foolifli  and  criminal  excufe.  How  much 
be^jTQijJdU  be  to  wreftle  as  Jacob  in  the  text,  and  in- 
3g ;  which  cannot  be  more  fenfibly  illuf- 
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traied  ^ith  refpcft  to  this  parEicular  branch,  than  by  mciK 
tioning  to  you  a  refolution  which  an  eminent  Chriflian 
entered  into  for  his  own  praftice  ;  That  he  would  not  be 
bj\ffled  by  a  treacherous  fpirit ;  for  he  would  never  give 
over  the  work  of  praife^  till  hisaffeftions  were  fttrred,  and 
he  was  brought  to  a  fenfe  of  gratitiide  for  divine  goodnds ; 
and  that  he  would  never  give  over  enumerating  and  con- 
feffing  his  fms,  til!  his  heart  was  melted  in  contrition  and 
penitential  forrow  ! 

5-  I  may  mention  one  other  difficulty  with  wbtch  we 
have  to  ftrugglc  in  prayer,  viz.  when  it  pleafes  God  to 
podpone^  for  a  feafon,  his  compliance  with  our  requefis. 
I'hough  his  ears  are  always  open  to  the  cry  of  his  people, 
he  fontetimes  carries  in  fuch  a  manner*  as  if  they  w^ere 
faftclofed  againftthem.  'ITiough  their  petitions  be  offer- 
ed up  in  faitli,  and  on  a  fubject  agreeable  to  the  will  of  God, 
ihey  may  not  always  be  granted  in  the  manner^  in  the 
meafure,  or  in  the  feafon  that  they  themfelves  defire,  or 
even  in  their  imperfect  judgment  may  think  moft  proper. 
Many  examples  might  be  given  of  this.  A  miniftcr  pray* 
ing  for  the  fuccefs  of  his  labors,  may  be  heard  in  mercy^ 
though  it  do  not  happen  {o  foon,  and  though  he  cannot  fee 
it  fo  clearly,  as  it  is  natural  for  him  to  defire.  He  may 
have  many  feals  of  his  miniftry,  although  he  meet  with 
difappointment  in  fome  of  thofe  on  whom  he  looked  with 
the  moft  favorable  eye.  A  parent  may  pray  for  the  falva- 
tion  of  his  children,  and  his  defires  may  have  gone  up  with 
acceptance  before  the  throne,  although  the  accomplifli- 
ment  be  yet  far  diftant,  and  they  feem,  for  the  time,  to 
increafe  unto  more  ungodlinefs.  An  afflifted  perfon  may 
have  aftually  obtained  the  fandlified  improvement  of  his 
aiHiftion,  although  he  cannot  yet  perceive  the  ends  of  Di- 
vine Providence  in  it,  the  comfortable  difcovery  of  which 
may  be  a  feaft  referved  for  him  at  fome  future  feafon  ;  or^ 
in  general,  a  mercy  may  be  granted  with  advantage  and 
increafe,  though  it  be  fufpended  for  a  time. 

In  this  inten'al,  however,  the  Chriftian's  eyes  may  be 
ready  to  fail  with  looking  long ;  he  may  be  in  danger  of 
ceafing  his  application,  or  abating  his  fervor,  through  de- 
fpair  of  fuccefs.     Therefore  we  have  many  exhortations 
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in  fcripture  to  perfeverance  and  importunity  in  pra3rer. 
We  are  exhorted  to  pray  without  ceafing,  and  to  continue 
inftant  in  prayer.  Our  Saviour,  Luke  xviii.  i,  fpoke  a 
parable  on  purpofe  to  teach  men,  that  they  ought  always 
to  pray,  and  not  to  faint :  Heb.  x,  36,  37.  "  For  ye  have 
'^  need  of  patience ;  that  after  ye  have  done  the  will  of 
**  God,  ye  might  receive  the  promife.  For  yet  a  little 
^*  while,  and  he  that  ihall  come,  will  come,  and  will  not 
**  tarry."  Habakkuk  ii.  3.  "  For  the  vifion  is  yet  for  an 
^^  appointed  time,  but  at  the  end  it  Ihall  fpeak,  and  not 
"  lie  :  though  it  tarry,  wait  for  it,  becaufe  it  will  furely 
**  come,  it  will  not  tarry.''  To  which  paflage  I  ihall  only 
add  Lamentations,  chap.  iii.  25,  a6.  '*  The  Lord  is  good 
^*  unto  them  that  wait  for  him,  to  the  foul  that  feeketh 
^^  him.  It  is  good  that  a  man  Ihould  both  hope  and  quiet- 
"  ly  wait  for  the  falvation  of  the  Lord." 

I  ihall  conclude  this  head  by  obferving,  that  all  thefe 
obftru£tions  are  at  the  dire£tion  and  difpofal  of  Providence, 
for  the  trial  of  the  £iith  and  patience  of  believers ;  and 
therefore  their  perfeverance  under,  and  conilancy  in  op- 
pofiUon  to  them,  is,  with  great  propriety,  confidered  as 
an  imitation  of  die  patriarch  Jacob  in  his  wrefUing  with 
Grod. 

Before  proceeding  to  the  remaining  part  of  this  fubjeft, 
fufier  me  to  make  a  pra£ticai  improvement  of  what  hath 
been  already  faid.     And, 

I.  Let  us  hence  learn  the  infinite  grace  and  condefcen- 
fion  of  God,  who  not  only  admits  his  people  to  commu- 
nion with  him,  but  invites  and  encourages  them  to  the 
moft  preiEng  importunity,  and  even,  to  fpeak  fo,  to  of- 
fer a  holy  violence  to  him.  The  reafons  of  this  will  be 
more  fully  opened  in  the  next  difcourfe.  In  the  mean 
time,  let  us  make  it  the  fubjeCt  of  wonder  and  praife. 
Well  may  we  fay  with  Job,  chap.  vii.  17,  18,  **  What  is 
*^  man,  that  thou  ihouldil  magnify  him  ?  and  that  thou 
"  ihouldil  fet  thine  heart  upon  him?  and  that  thou  Ihouldil 
"  vifit  him  every  morning,  and  try  him  every  moment  ?" 
This  is  the  dignity  of  human  nature  indeed,  not  from 
what  hc^UL^UP^^but  what  be  may  be  by  union  with 
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God  throagh  Cbrift ;  for  througli  him  wc  have  aH  aecert 
hy  one  Spirit  unto  the  Father.  And  if  nearncfs  to  God  is 
ta great  a  privilege,  who  would  not  covet  it?  who  woiilcj 
notcuUivatc  it ;  Surely  all  but  ihofe  who,  to  their  final 
condemnation,  dtftk^llcvc  and  defpife  it. 

2.  Let  us  learn  trom  what  hath  been  faid,  to  dcfencr 
the  exercifes  of  piety,  and  [larticularly  this  honorable  pri** 
vilege  of  the  faints,  from  the  fcom  and  reproach  of  the 
enemies  of  vital  religion,  I  am  abundantly  fenfiblc,  that 
there  are  fome,  and  fome  ainongft  ourfelves,  who  treat 
this  fubjeft  with  contempt  and  difdain,  and  look  upon  a 
believer's  w  re  (Ding  with  God  in  prayer^  his  being  fome- 
times  in,  and  fometimes  not  in  a  frame  for  his  fervice,  as 
the  raving  and  incoherent  effufions  of  weaknefs  and  en- 
thu&afm.  This  is  not  only  an  evidence  of  their  being 
themfelves  flrangers  to  true  religion,  but  is  indeed  diredl* 
ly  contrary  to  found  jutlgment  and  rcafon.  I  have  laid 
down  to  you  the  meaning  and  fubje£l  of  this  wreRVmg 
and  importunity  in  prayer;  and  is  there  any  thing  more 
clearly  founded  upon  truth,  nature,  and  experience  • 
Hear,  ye  unbelievers ;  might  I  not  transfer  every  parti- 
cular, and  illuftrate  it  in  the  intercourfe  of  man  with  man? 
If  you  had  a  favor  to  afk  of  another,  and  were  fenfible  that 
you  had  done  him  a  great,  recent,  and  unprovoked  inju- 
ry, would  not  this  fill  you  with  jealoufy  ?  would  it  not 
keep  you  at  a  diftance  ?  would  it  not  make  you,  as  the 
common  faying  is,  afraid  to  look  him  in  the  face  ?  If  he 
had  carried  himfelf  as  your  enemy,  and  feemed  in  many 
inftances,  to  fet  himfelf  in  oppofition  to  you ;  would  not 
this  give  you  even  more  than  fufpicion  and  uncertainty  as 
to  the  iffue  of  your  application  ?  If  by  the  fuggeftion  of 
his  enemies,  you  were  made  to  believe  him  refentftil  and 
implacable ;  would  not  this  extinguifh  your  hope,  and 
break  up  all  correfpondence  ?  If  your  own  heart  were 
naturally  too  proud  to  intreat,  or  too  carelefs  to  give  at- 
tendance,  would  not  the  fuit  be  neglefted  ?  Or  if  you  had 
prefented  your  petition,  and  for  a  long  traft  of  time  no 
anfwer  was  returned ;  would  you  not  give  up  all  hopes  of 
it  as  forgotten  or  rejcfted  ?  Is  not  this  an  image  of  the 
fiate  of  the  Chridian  in  many  inftances  ?    And  therefore, 
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if  prayer  is  a  part  of  natural  religion,  if  it  is  a  matter  of 
duty  or  ncccfliiy  at  all,  it  muft  often  have  the  above  dif- 
ficulties to  overcome,  and,  on  that  account,  be  juftly  con- 
fidered  as  a  fpecies  of  wreftling  with  God-  And  why 
ihould  the  ChriAian's  being  in  or  out  of  frame  for  his  duty 
to  God,  be  made  the  fubje£l  of  derifion  ?  Is  there  not 
fomething  fimilar  to  it  as  to  every  obje£t  of  ftudy  or  appli- 
cation ?  Are  there  not  fome  feafons  when  you  fay,  your 
mind  lies  to  your  book,  your  work,  or  even  your  play, 
and  then  it  goes  on  fweetly  and  pleafantly  ?  Are  there 
not  others,  v/hen  it  is  againd  tlie  grain,  and  then  every 
trifle  is  a  difHculty,  and  even  the  air  is  a  burden.  If  you 
coiifider  thefe  things,  you  muft  be  fenfible,  that  all  to  whom 
eternity  is  the  higheft  concern,  and  therefore  religion  their 
chief  care,  muft  be  attentive  to  the  ftate  of  their  hearts  to- 
wards God.  And  if  this  is  the  cafe,  every  thing,  whe- 
tlier  inward  or  outward,  that  promoter  or  hinders  their 
acquaintance  with  him,  will  appear  to  them  of  the  utmoft 
moment.  The  truth  is,  whoever  takes  the  liberty  to  de- 
fpife  and  ridicule  die  concern  of  ferious  perfons  about 
communion  with  God,  muftexcufe  me  for  faying,  becaufe 
it  is  my  deliberate  judgment,  either  that  they  are  enemies 
to  religion  in  their  hearts,  or  that  they  are  wholly  ignorant 
of  tlie  important  fubjefl. 

3.  As  we  would  defend  the  duty  above  explained  from 
the  fcofTs  of  infidels,  let  us  alfo  guard  it  from  abufe,  and 
diftinguilh  it  from  any  corruption  that  may  pretend,  or 
may  be  thought  to  refemble  it.  Particularly,  let  us  be- 
ware of  allowing  in  ourfelves,  or  approving  in  others,  any 
grofs  indecent  familiarity,  either  of  fpeech  or  carriage. 
You  fee,  my  brethren,  that  wreftling  with  God  arifes 
from  a  deep  impreflion  of  the  infinite  and  unfpeakable  im- 
portance of  the  bleflings  in  profpedl,  and  their  abfolute  ne- 
cefiicy  to  the  petitioner.  This  will  make  him  ftill  infift, 
and  urge  his  requeft,  and,  as  it  were,  refufe  to  let  go  his 
hold.  But  it  is  alfo  conftantly  attended  with  a  fenfe  of  the 
holinefs  of  God's  nature,  and  the  greatnefs  of  his  power ; 
which,  when  fet  home  upon  the  wounded  confcience,  is 
often  the  principal  caufe  of  the  diftrefs.  Is  there  notdien 
the  jufteft  icgfen  for  earndlnefs  and  concern  ?  But  is  it 
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It  is  but  of  little  value  at  any  r.i^ 
O  how  unfuitable  in  prayer  to  ( 
on  by  plain  and  ardent  expreflic 
the  foul,  when  the  fulnefs  of  t( 
teranee  to  the  tongue.     But  nei 
the  wreflUng  believer  hath  of  the 
of  the  llri6tnefs  of  his  law,  and 
fufier  him  to  ^e'way  to  any  tri 
lous  manner  of  addreflinp  himfc 
It  rnuft  be  Obferved  indeed,  thi 
ence,   according  to  the  different 
and  capacity  of  the  perfons  con( 
many  a  ferious  Chridian,  who  V 
out  his  heart  before  God,  and  fpr 
at  his  feet,  who  would  not  be  fit 
of  a  public  or  promifcuous  affem 
perfon  who,  as  a  prince,  hath  po 
vails.     The  prayers  of  fuch  a  wi 
milhcs  that  attend  them,  are  prol 
tlian  thofe  of  fuch  over-nice  perfo 
nefs  of  his  underftanding,  or  mak< 
the  homelinefs  of  his  ftyle :  nay 
We  fometimes  meet  with  perfons  \ 
is  fo  unfpeakablv  funerinr  tr^  th^i- 
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And  that  it  may  be  the  more  diftinfl:  and  efFe£lual,  I  Ihall 
briefly  point  out  to  you  the  following  objefts  of  prayer. 

1.  Be  fervent  in  prayer  for  the  improvement  of  the  fpi- 
ritual  life  in  your  own  fouls.  Prayer  is  at  once  the  fecu- 
rity  and  the  comfort  of  a  Chriftian.  Hate,  fear,  prevent  as 
much  as  in  you  lieth  every  thing  that  may  obUruft  your 
regularity  and  eamellnefs  in  this  duty. 

2.  Be  earned  in  your  fupplication,  and  importunate 
in  your  pleading  for  the  church  of  Chrift,  and  the  glory  of 
his  kingdom,  efpecially  in  your  native  country.  The 
charaflcr  of  real  Chriflians,  in  thisrefpeft,  is  well  defcri- 
bed  by  the  prophet :  If.  Ixii.  6,  7.  "  I  have  fet  watchmen 
"  upon  thy  walls,  O  Jerufalem,  which  fliall  never  hold 
*'  their  peace  day  nor  night :  ye  that  make  mention  of  the 

"  Lord,  keep  not  filence ;  and  give  him  no  reft,  till  he.  * 
*'  eftablifli,  and  till  he  make  Jerufalem  a  praife  in  the. 
"  earth."  The  languifhing  ftate  of  religion  in  this  nation, 
and  the  threatening  afpe£t  of  Providence,  fhould  prefs  us 
to  this  duty :  and  furely,  in  proportion  as  our  belief  of  the 
truths  of  the  gofpel  is  real  and  prevalent,  we  muft  behold 
tranfgreflions  with  grief,  and  be  ready  to  intercede  for  a 
**  time  of  refrefliing  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord." 

3.  Be  eameft  for  a  feafon  for  the  power  of  God  at  this 
approaching  communion.  We  ferve  an  all-fufBcient  and 
unchangeable  God»  the  fame  yefterday,  to-day,  and  for 
ever,  who  is  able  to  pour  down  his.  Spirit  in  a  large  and 
plentiful  meafure,  and  make  it  a  happy  time  for  the  efpou- 
J'al  of  many  fihners  to  Chrift,  and  for  edifying  his  faints, 
that  they  may  go  on  their  way  rejoicing,  and  eat  their 
bread  with  gladnefs  and  finglenefs  of  heart.  Let  us  plead 
Ills  own  promife,  If.  xliv.  3,  4.  "  For  I  will  pour  water 
"  upon  him  that  is  thirfty,  and  floods  upon  the  dry  ground: 
*'  1  will  pour  my  fpirit  upon  thy  feed,  and  my  bleffing 
"  upon  thine  offspring :  and  they  fliall  fpring  up  as  among 
*•  the  grafs,  as  willows  by  the  water-courfes.'* 

4.  Pray  for  the  miniflers  of  the  gofpel.  The  apoftlcs 
often  aflc  this  afliftance  of  the  faithful :  Col  iv.  3.  "  With- 
''  aU  praying  alfo  for  us,  that  God  would  open  unto  us  a 
**  door  of  utterance,  to  fpeak  the  myftery  of  Chrift,  for 
*'  which  I  am  alfo  in  bonds."    If  you  believe  the  efficacy 
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of  prayer,  you  mull  be  fenfible  that  your  diligence  in  this 
refpeft  will  prepare  minillers  for  you,  and  you  for  them* 
This  is  to  point  the  eye  of  faith  beyond  the  fervanis  to  tt 
mafteroftlie  feafl ;  and  you  will  probably  both  look  foi 
and  receive  your  anfwcr  froin  hinifclf. 

5*  In  the  last  place,  I  would  earncftly  recommend  tol 
you  tlie  exercife  of  joint  and  focial  conference  and  prayer- 
There   is  great  danger  of  eKiinguiQiing    the    heavenlyJ 
flame,   if   while   you  are  necetfarily  furroundetl  with   a 
flood  of  ungodly  men,  you  do  not  often  aflbciate  with  the 
excellent  ones  of  the  earth,  and  place  your  delight  there  ' 
Malachi,  iii.  16.  **  Then  they  that  feared  the  Lord,  fpake] 
^*  often  one    to  another,  and  the  Lord   hearkened,  and  f 
*^  heard  it,  and  a  book  of  remembrance  was  wrinen  be^ 
'*  fore  him  for  them  that  feared  the  Lord,  and  that  thought 
*'  upon  his  name."     There  is  a  great  advantage  in  fccicty 
for  every  purpofe-     If  we  know  the  benefit  of  united  bo- 
dies for  bufinefs  and  trade,  if  we  find  the  pleafure  of  join- 
ing together  for  mutual  entertainment  and  focial  converfe^ 
mufl  not  as  great  a  benefit  refult  from  a  more  (acred  uni- 
on ?  Serious  perfons,  by  afTociating  together,  diredl  each 
other  by  their  counfels,  embolden  each  other  by  their  ex- 
amples, and  affifl  each  other  by  their  prayers.     There  is 
alfo  a  particular    promife  of  efficacy  to    focial   prayer  : 
Matth.  xviii.  19,  20.     "  I  fay  unto  you,  that  if  two  of 
*^  you  fliall  agree  on  earth,  as  touching  any  thing  that  they 
*'  fliall  alk,  it  fliall  be  done  for  them  of  my  Father  which  is 
*^  in  heaven.     For  where  two  or  three  are  gathered  toge- 
*'  ther  in  my  name,  there  am  I  in  the  midfl:  of  them.'* 

Now,  may  the  Lord  himfelfvifit  you  with  his  gracious 
prefence,  and  make  you  to  fay  v/ith  Jacob  at  Bethel,  Gen. 
xxviii.  16,  17,  ''  And  he  faid,  Surely  the  Lord  is  in  this 
"  place  ;  and  I  knew  it  not.  And  he  was  afraid,  and  faid, 
*'  Haw  dreadful  is  this  place  !  this  is  none  other  but  the 
^'  houfe  of  Cod,  and  this  is  the  gate  of  heaven,*' 
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SERMON  12. 

GENESIS  xxxii.  26- 

And  he  saidj  I  will  not  let  thee  go y  except  thou  bless  me. 

Second  fermon  on  the  text. 

IL  Til 7"^  proceed  now  to  the  second  thing  propofed 
VV  ^^  ^hc  diftribution  of  the  fubjeft;  which  was, 
To  fliow  you  the  duty  and  reafonablenefs  of  wrefiling 
and  importunity  in  prayer.  Here  I  am  fenfible,  that  a 
corrupt  and  impatient  mind  may  be  able  to  mufter  up 
objeftions  againft  it.  There  is  fomething  worderful  and 
unlcarchable  in  all  the  works  of  God,  and  in  none  more, 
as  it  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  than  in  the  methods  of  his 
grace.  In  particular,  it  may  appear  furprifing  that  he 
Ihould  exercife  his  people  with  fuch  conflifts  and  trials, 
that  it  fhould  be  neceffary  to  overcome  him,  as  it  were,  by 
importunity,  before  we  can  obtain  thofe  bleflings  which 
himfelf  hath  commanded  us  to  afk,  and  which  he  hath  pro- 
mifed  to  beftow.  Why,  will  it  be  faid,  does  a  God  of 
mercy,  and  of  infinite  fullnefs,  to  whom  all  our  wants 
and  weaknefFes  are  perfectly  known,  wait  for  our  prayers, 
before  he  will  part  with  what  is  fo  much  needed  by  us  ? 
Why  doth  he,  who  knoweth  our  frame,  and  remembers 
that  we  are  duft,  unneceffarily  throw  obftruftions  in  our 
way,  and  wrap  himfelf  up  in  darknefs,  to  difcourage  our 
ai 
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'    But  how  docs  this  furprife  increafc,  when  we  confidcr 

how  unequal  we  are  for  the  conflift,  if  no  ftre^     '  '  ii  our 
own  is  oppofed  to  the  Almighty  !  nay,  thcU  L-iigtli 

for  refiftance  muft  come  only  from  himfelf :  fo  ihai  he 
wounds,  and  he  heals  j  he  oppreflcs,  and  he  fuflains;  he 

difcourages,  aJid  he  invites.     It  is  by  prayer  tliai  we  mult 
obtain  every  blefling  from  the  Father  of  lights ;  and  one 

nf  the  greateft  and  mofl  neccfiary  ofthefe  blcflings  is  die 
fpirit  oi  prayer  iifelf.  My  brethren^  when  either  unbelief 
or  profanity  moves  any  fuch  difficulties  as  ihefe,  1  think 
it  my  duty  to  call  upon  you/m  the  firli  jilace,  to  bow  your- 
fdves  before  ihc  fovercignty  of  God.  There  is  an  un* 
fearchabie  impenetrable  depth  in  the  divine  wifdom,  whc 
ihcT  we  look  upon  the  works  of  nature,  or  of  grace-  As 
Creator  of  the  worki,  he  could,  no  doubt^  in  a  momenE, 
with  one  won!  of  his  power,  have  raifcd  the  wiiole  fabric 
in  perfeSion ;  yet  i;  pleafed  him,  in  a  gradual  manner,  to 
finilJi  every  part  by  fhe  addition  of  another,  for  the  (pace 
of  fix  days.  WTien  he  gave  the  firll  promife  to  Adam^or 
when  he  renewed  it  to  the  father  of  the  uithful ,  he  could»  no 
doubt,  have  fent  the  Saviour  into  the  wo:  Id,  to  fintfli  tranf- 
grcflion,  and  make  an  end  of  fin  ;  }  et  he  law  ii  proper  to 
give  only  difiant  intimations  of  this  blefibJ  period,  and  to 
defer  the  long-expected  appearance  till  the  fulnefs  of  time, 
while  the  nations  were  fullered  to  fit  for  many  ages  in  dark- 
nefs,  and  in  the  region  and  (liadow  of  death.  In  the  fame 
!n:inner  he  often  takes  a  great  variety  of  ft;:ps  w  iih  his  peo- 
pie  before  they  are  made  ]uitakers  of  his  promifes. 

li'it  notwithllanding  that  fomethin;^  mult  Rill  remain 
TTiyfierious,  and  beyond  the  comprelienfion  of  a  finite 
creature,  in  the  managen^ent  of  God,  who  ''  giveth  not 
''  account  of  any  of  his  matters,''  we  may  fee  much  pro- 
priety and  beauty  in  this  part  of  his  procedure.  And  is 
it  not  our  duty  to  attend  to  it  ?  We  may  fte  the  reafona- 
hlenefs,  nay  we  may  perceive  the  wifdom,  of  his  requiring 
a  holy  fervency,  wrefding,  and  importunity  in  praver; 
for  it  fervcs  to  engrave  upon  our  hearts,  and  even  to  v.ork 
into  our  afleQions,  fome  of  the  nioll  important  truths  of 
religion,  and  fuch  as  will  have  the  n>oii  powerful  aiid  ex- 
tenlive  influence  upon  our  temper  and  praflice.     This 
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will  plainly  appear  from  the  three  following  confidera- 
tions. 

1.  Fervency  of  fpirit,  and  importunity  in  prayer,  is 
fuitable  and  necelTary^  becaule  of  the  greatnefs  and  glory 
of  that  God  with  whom  we  hold  communion^  as  well  as 
becaufe  it  fer\^es  to  ftrengthen  and  improve  the  fenfe  of 
this  upon  our  minds.  The  infinite  majefly  of  God,  and 
the  unmeafurable  diftance  at  which  he  is  removed  from  all 
created  weaknefs,  is  often  fpoken  of  in  fcripture  with  ad- 
miration of  his  condefcenfion :  Pfal.  viii.  3,  4.  *' When 
"  I  confidcr  thy  heavens,  the  work  of  thy  fingers,  the  moon 
"  and  the  ftars  which  thou  haft  ordained ;  what  is  man, 
"  that  thou  art  mindful  of  him  ?  and  the  foii  of  man,  that 
"  thou  vifiteft  him  ?"  Under  a  deep  impreffion  of  the 
fame  great  truth,  Solomon  fays,  2  Chron.  vi,  18,  "  But 
"  will  God  in  very  deed  dwell  with  men  on  the  earth  ? 
"  behold,  heaven,  and  the  heaven  of  heavens  cannot  con- 
**  tain  thee ;  how  much  lefs  this  houfe  which  I  have  builf  ?" 
Is  not,  then,  fome  fervor  of  afFeftion  due  to  the  greatnefs 
and  glory  of  that  God  whom  we  worlhip  ?  Ouraffedlions 
fliould  always,  in  their  ftrength  and  exertion,  be  in  pro- 
portion  to  their  objefl-,  its  dignity  and  worth.  Indiffer- 
cnce  and  careleffnefs,  in  an  inferior  towards  a  fuperior,  is 
always  counted  a  mark  of  difdain.  We  naturally  il^p- 
pofe,  that  thofe  in  great  and  high  Rations  ought  to  be  aj)- 
proached  with  reverence,  and  folicited  in  the  humblelt 
manner,  by  their  inferiors,  who  hope  to  Iharc  in  their 
bounty ;  and  the  more  exalted  the  perfon,  the  more  fub- 
iTiiflive  the  pofture,  and  the  more  earneft  the  fupplication. 
Much  more  ought  this  to  take  place  between  God  and  us. 
On  this  account  it  is,  probably  at  leaft  on  this  amongit 
others,  that  indifference  and  coklnefs  in  religion  is  repre- 
fented  as  peculiarly  the  object  of  divine  deteftation  :  Rev. 
iii.  15,  16.  "  I  know  thy  works,  that  thou  art  neither  cold 
*'  nor  hot :  I  would  thou  wert  cold  or  hot.  So  then  be- 
"  caufe  thou  art  lukewarm,  and  neither  cold  nor  hot,  I  will 
^*  fpue  thee  out  of  my  mouth.'' 

2.  Our  own  great  unworthinefs,  who  are  the  objefti? 
of  divine  love,  and  admitted  to  this  facrcd  intercourfe, 
fliould  powerfully  excite  us  to  fervency  m^|)m^ing.  This 
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is  precifely  a  coonterpatt  to  the  former  confideration,  and 
greatly  ftrengthens  the  conclufion*  Even  the  higheft  of 
ihc  Ipirits  abov€,  moii  eminent  in  knowledge  and  fandltty, 

who  Hand  neareft  to  tiie  throne  of  God»  we  are  told,  cover 
their  faces  with  thdr  wings,  as  lofl  in  refpcft  and  wonder^ 
when  tlicj  look  to  him  who  dwells  in  inacceflible  light* 
How  much  more  **  man,  who  is  a  worm,  and  the  foa  of 
*'  man,  who  is  a  worm,  whofe  foundation  is  in  the  duft» 
**  who  dwells  in  houfes  of  clay,  and  is  cruflicd  befotie  the 
''  moth  T'  Accordingly,  in  fome  of  the  examples  wc  have 
of  the  mofl  importunate  pleading  and  wrcftling  in  prayer^ 
this  is  the  very  difEcuUy  w^htch  leerrjs  to  fland  in  the  wajf» 
and  requires  the  grsatcll  efibrts  oi:'  holy  boldnefs  to  over- 
came ;  &s  in  tl>e  account  we  have  of  Abraham's  interccffion 
for  devoted  Sodom,  Gen,  xviii*  27.  "  And  Abraham  an- 
'*  fwered  and  faid»  Behold  now^  I  have  taken  upon  me  to 
"  fp^k  unto  the  Lord,  which  am  but  dull  and  afiies,''  And 
agiiii,  in  the  3  2d  verfe,  "  And  he  faid^  Oh  let  not  the  Lord 
''  be  angry,  and  I  will  fpeak  3^et  but  this  once  v  Peradven* 
**  ture  ten  fhall  be  found  there.  And  he  faid,  I  wlU  not 
*'  deftroy  it  for  ten's  fake." 

But,  my  brethren,  I  befeech  you  remember,  It  is  not 
our  frail  nature,  and  limited  powers  only,  that  point  out 
our  unworthinefs ;  but  our  guilt  and  impurity,  fo  oppofite 
and  fo  odious  to  the  divine  nature.  This,  1  have  Ihown 
you  in  the  preceding  difcourfe,  is  one  of  the  greateft  hin- 
derances  of  our  accefs  to  God  in  prayer.  And  may  we  not 
lay,  How  fuitable,  how  neceffary  is  it,  that,  in  order  to 
keep  us  fiill  deeply  humble,  God  (liould  fometimes  cover 
himfelf  with  a  cloud,  and  exercife  the  fmner  with  (trong 
crying  and  tears,  before  he  will  vouchfafe  the  intimations 
of  his  love  ?  This  reafon  will  be  felt,  and  that  the  mod 
i'enfibly  by  the  bed  and  mod  dutiful  of  his  children,  as 
their  fanftification  continues  imperfect  fo  long  as  they  are 
here  below.  How  fhould  a  fenfe  of  guilt  and  mifery  at 
once  increafe  our  felf-abafement,  and  add  to  the  earnefl- 
nefs  of  our  defires  !  There  cannot  be  a  jufter  defcription, 
both  of  our  Hate  and  duty,  where  mifery  and  weaknefs 
confpire  in  fliowing  the  neceflity  and  diflScuIty  of  wrell- 
ling  with  God,  than  the  apodle  hath  given  us,  Rom.  viiu 
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gt6.  "  Likewife  the  Spirit  alfo  helpeth  our  infirmities :  for 
"  we  know  not  what  we  fhould  pray  for  as  we  ought :  but 
*'  the  Spirit  itfelfmaketh  interceffion  for  us  with  groanings 
"  which  cannot  be  uttered." 

3.  The  duty  and  reafonablenefs  of  wreftling  and  im- 
portunity in  prayer,  appears  from  the  ineftimablc  value  of 
the  mercies  to  be  obtained.  Should  there  not  be  a  pro« 
portionable  ftrength  of  defire  to  tl>e  worth  of  the  bleflings 
in  profpedl  ?  Now,  who  can  compute  the  value  of  the  di- 
vine favor,  and  all  its  happy  efFeds  ?  and  therefore  who 
can  cotnpute  the  guilt  of  indifference,  and  the  neceffity  of 
fervor  in  aflcing  it  ?  The  bleffings  of  falvation  in  general 
are  in  their  nature  and  fource  unfpeakable,  and  in  their 
duration  without  end. — On  the  one  hand,  deliverance 
from  everlafting  niifery,  from  the  wrath  of  an  almighty 
itnd  incenfed  God.  True  it  is,  that  thofe  who  are  but  yet 
in  the  way  muft  be  very  unable  to  form  juft  conceptions  of 
this.  But  we  may  in  general  conclude,  from  the  glory  of 
creating  power,  which  is  in  fo  many  inftances  displayed 
before  our  eyes,  how  fearftil  a  thing  it  muft  be  to  be  the 
monuments  of  the  vengeance  of  fuch  a  God.  He  who  is 
mighty  to  make  and  fave,  is  alfo  mighty  to  deftroy.  This 
is  particularly  felt  by  the  fmner,  when  humbled  by  con» 
vidtion ;  and  in  every  inward  conflidt  there  is  a  repetition 
of  the  fame  diftrefs,  as  it  arifes  from  the  fame  caufe. 

On  the  other  hand,  what  muft  be  the  value  of  everlaft- 
ing  happinefs  in  the  prefence  and  the  enjoyment  of  God ! 
How  blefled,  beyond  expreffion,  muft  the  believer  be  when 
the  fulnefs  of  the  divine  benignity,  of  which  we  have 
now  accefs  to  tafte  only  fome  fmaller  and  more  diftant 
ftreams,  fliall  be  the  portion  of  tlje  foul !  What  fupplica- 
tions  ftiould  we  not  make,  when  we  are  aflured,  that  im- 
portunity may  obtain  fo  rich  a  treafure !  And  let  me  addt 
how  valuable  prefent  fellowfliip  and  communion  with  God, 
which  is  the  earneft  and  foretafte  of  complete  deliverance 
from  the  one,  and  the  eternal  unchangeable  pofleffion  of 
the  other !  Say  now,  my  brethren,  is  it  not  juft  and  rea* 
fonable,  that  tbefe  bleifings  fliould  be  defired  with  ardor, 
and  fought  with  importunity  ?  What  fervent  language 
have  we  from  the  fcripture-faints  upon  this  fubjed !  Pfah 

Vot.  I.  3  N 
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%\i\,  I,  C  *^  As  the  hart  panteth  after  the  water43rooks;| 

"  fo  pantelh  my  foul  after  thee,  O  God.  My  Ibul  tbirfteth 

'<  for  God,  for  the  living  God:  when  fhall  I  come  aiid 

"  appear  before  God  V'      Pfal.  Ixiii,   i,  a.     "  O  God, 

"  Uioa  art  my  God,  early  will  I  feck  thee  :  my  foul  thirft 

'*  ech  for  thee,  my  flelh  longeth  for  thee  in  a  dry  and 

*'  thirfty  land,  where  no  water  ts  ;  to  fee  thy  power  aiid 

*^  thy  glory*  fo  as  I  have  feen  thee  in  the  faiiftuary*"     Is 

it  any  wonder  that  there  Ihould  be  often  trials  and  coiiflifls^ 

in  the  way  to  fo  honorable  a  relatioti,  and  fo  happy  a  Jlate  f 

What  is  cheaply  obtained,  is  commonly  efleemed  of  little 

woi  th.     Is  it  to  be  cai peeled,  then,  that  God  flioiild  profti* 

lute  the  bleflings  of  his  love  to  cold  and  dtfdainful  petitions;^ 

to  lukewarm  and  indifferent  peiiiioners  ?  And  are  lhe« 

jiot  alas  1  too  many  who  *'  alk  and  have  not,  becaefe  they 

*'  aik  amifs,'*  who,  by  their  feeble  and  heartlefs  demands, 

do  juftity,  and,  if  I  may  ufe  fuch  an  exprefCon,  even  fo. 

licit  a  refufal  I 
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IIL  We  proceed  to  the  tbird  thing  propofed  in-the  i 

method  ;  which  was,  To  point  out  the  great  advantages 
which  flow  from  wrellling  with  God.  Thefe  in  confe- 
quence  of  what  hath  been  already  faid,  may  be  confider- 
ed  as  all  centring  in  one  point,  viz.  its  power  and  effi- 
cacy in  procuring  the  bleffmgs.  Nothing  can  be  faid 
llronger  on  the  benefit  of  wrelUing  with  God,  than  that 
we  fhall  affuredly  prevail.  The  fuccefs  of  Jacob's  wreft- 
ling  is  recorded  in  the  paflage  immediately  following  the 
text,  verfes  27,  28,  29.  "  And  he  faid  unto  him.  What 
"  is  thy  name  ?  And  he  faid  Jacob,  And  he  faid,  Thy 
"  name  fliall  be  called  no  more  Jacob,  but  Ifrael :  for  as 
*'  a  prince  hall  thou  power  with  God  and  with  men,  and 
"  hafl  prevailed.  And  Jacob  allied  him,  and  faid,  Tell 
*'  me,  I  pray  thee,  thy  name.  And  he  faid,  Wherefore 
"  is  it  that  diou  doft  afk  after  my  name  ?  and  he  bleffed 
''  him  there."  But  that  I  may  illuftrate  this  a  little  in  a 
practical  manner,  obferve,  that  the  efficacy  of  wreftling 
with  God  in  prayer,  appears  from  the  three  foUowing  con- 
fidcralions. 
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.  I.  It  prepares  and  difpofes  the  people  of  God  for  re- 
ceiving  his  mercies,  and  in  fome  cafes^  is  itfelf  the  actual 
poileffioA  of  them.  Every  part  of  the  divine  conduct  to- 
wards his  faints  is  full  of  wifdom,  and  full  of  grace.  One 
reafon  why  he  who  knows  our  wants,  requires  us  to  pray, 
is,  that  we  may  be  prepared  for  a  profitable  fupply.  We 
may  alfo  reft  aiTured,  that  he  will  not  delay  his  interpofi- 
tion  one  moment  beyond  the  fitteft  feafon.  Now,  that 
ardent  prayer,  wreftling,  and  importunity  with  God,  is  the 
bell  preparation  for  receiving  his  mercies,  is  plain,  both 
in  refpeft  of  worth  and  capacity.  It  may  feem,  indeed, 
improper  to  fpeak  of  any  fitnefs  as  to  worth  for  receiving 
the  divine  mercies,  which  are  all  free  and  unmeritted  on 
our  part,  however  dearly  purchafed  on  the  part  of  our 
furety.  But,  my  brethren,  with  due  caution,  we  may 
alfo  take  in  this  confideration,  the  rather  that  it  is  in  the 
exercife  of  prayer  that  this  fitnefs  is  obtained :  which 
plainly  fhews,  that  it  cometh  from  God,  that  it  is  his  own 
gift,  and  his  own  work.  Is  not  that  perfon  the  fitter  for 
deliverance  from  diftrefs  of  any  kind,  and  for  the  commu- 
nications of  divine  favor,  who  is  wholly  emptied  of  him- 
felf,  truly  and  deeply  humbled,  brought  proftrate  before 
the  Divine  Majefty,  convinced  and  fatisfied  of  the  vanity 
of  all  created  enjoyments,  and  breathing  after  God,  as  his 
fole  refuge  and  confolation,  which  he  will  not,  and  cannot 
forego  ? 

May  we  not  alfo  fay,  that  he  is  much  more  fit,  than  one, 
on  the  other  hand,  who  flies  from  God  with  impatient  com- 
plaints, or  fuHen  difdain ;  or  who,  without  alking  help 
from  above,  when  one  earthly  comfort  fails  him,  cleaves 
the  clofer  to  another  ?  The  great,  if  not  the  only  end  of 
divine  correftion,  is,  to  weaken  the  power  of  fin,  to  make 
us  feel  the  vanity  of  the  creature,  and  to  break  every  at- 
tachment to  the  world  that  is  inordinate  and  exceffive. 
When  this  end  is  obtained,  therefore,  mud  not  the  rod  be 
withdrawn  ?  and  will  not  this  promife  be  certainly  ac- 
compliihed  ?  that  the  Lord  will  *'  appoint  unto  them  that 
**  mourn  in  Zion,  to  give  unto  them  beauty  for  aflies,  the 
"  oil  of  joy  for  mourning,  the  garment  of  praife  for  the 
^  fpirit  of  heavinefs,  tliat  they  mijAiAkttUed  trees  of 
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<^'  righteoufnefs,  the  planting  of  the  Lord,  that  he  might 
**  be  p:1orificd  t'*  If-  Ixi*  3.  If  we  look  into  the  Icrtpture 
qualifications  for  receiving  the  con\municatlons  oF  divine 
love,  we  {haJl  find  the  chief  of  them  to  be,  the  earnednets 
of  our  own  defires  :  If.  Iv,  i,  "  Ho,  every  one  thai  thirit 
**  eth,  come  ye  to  the  waters,  and  he  that  hath  no  money 
*'  come  ye,  buy  and  eat,  yea»  come^  buy  wine  and  mili 
*'  without  money,  and  without  price." 

Furdier,  wrellling  and  importunity  in  prayer  gives  a 
capacity  of  reltflung  the  mercies  of  God.  They  are  then^ 
and  not  till  then  in  the  fame  degree,  truly  mercies*  ear-^| 
neflly  defired,  infinitely  prized.  It  is  a  common  and 
beaten  remark.  That  the  worth  of  any  mercy  is  never 
known  till  we  are  deprived  of  it<  There  is  great  accefs 
to  obfer\'^e  this  in  the  Ghriftian  life,  not  only  in  its  begin- 
nings but  in  every  Hep  of  its  progrcfs.  O  how  refrcfliing 
is  the  intimation  of  pardon  to  a  convinced  finner,  who 
hath  long  trembled  through  fear  of  wrath,  or  to  the  be* 
liever,  who  hath  long  groaned  under  a  fpirit  of  bondage  ! 
O  how  rav idling  is  a  fenfe  of  divine  love  to  that  child  of 
God  who  hath  long  complained  of  the  hiding  of  his  Father's 
face  !  When,  after  he  hath  been  loft  on  a  fea  of  temptati- 
ons,  one  wave  or  billow  following  clofe  upon  the  back  of 
another,  he  is  at  laft  received  into  a  peaceful  haven  !  the 
e^cerlasting  arms  diXt  ftretched  round  about  him,  xhefaitb^ 
fulness  of  God  is  his  fhield  and  buckler,  and  the  (Irength 
of  the  Almighty  his  impregnable  fecurity  ?  There  is  no 
fuch  ftayednefs  or  compofure  of  mind  as  after  a  variety  of 
trials.  The  exercifed  Chriftian  has  tried  and  thrown  away 
every  broken  reed,  one  after  another  ;  he  hath  found  the 
vanity  of  every  refuse  of  lies  ;  and  hath  fettled  his  hope 
on  the  immoveable  foundation  of  the  Rock  of  ages,  which 
fhall  never  fail. 

I  added,  in  entering  on  this  particular,  that  vvreftling 
and  importunity  in  prayer  is  in  many  cafes  iifelf  the  pof- 
fcfiion  of  the  very  mercies  we  defire.  It  is  the  exercife 
of  almoft  every  gracious  difpofition.  To  incrcafe  in  fanc- 
tification,  to  have  his  graces  ftrengthened,  and  his  corrup- 
tions fubdued,  is  the  habitual  and  prevailing  delire  of  every 
real  behever.     But  how  can  this  be  more  efleftually  ob- 
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tained  than  by  fervent  prayer  ?  How,  and  where,  can 
any  gracious  difpofition  be  either  more  improved  and 
ftrengtbened,  or  more  clearly  difcemed,  than  when  it  is 
ia  exercife.  Faith,  love,  penitential  forrow,  truft,  and 
reiignation,  are  the  very  difpofitions  effential  to  a  wreftling 
believer.  Perhaps  fome  will  fay,  True  indeed ;  but  they 
are  only  attempting  to  (liew  themfelves,  often  difcovering 
their  weaknefs,  fometimes  yieldhig  to  their  oppofiteS. 
Alas  !  fays  the  Chriftian,  my  faith  is  often  over-matched 
with  unbelief,  and  my  love  contradicted  by  impatient  com- 
plaints :  what  is  my  penitential  forrow  but  weeping  over 
a  hard  heart  ?  my  truft  and  refignation  is  but  a  (hort-lived 
promife :  in  a  little  time  my  courage  fails,  and  I  am  ready 
to  tremble  at  the  falling  of  a  leaf.  But  my  dear  brethren, 
is  not  the  importunate  wreftler  maintaining  the  conflift, 
inftead  of  yielding  to  the  ftream  ?  and  how  infinitely  pre*, 
ferable  are  his  hours  of  deepeft  anguifh  to  that  flothful  and 
unequal  conduft  to  be  obferved  in  many  lecure  and  for. 
mal  Ghriftians !  It  is  alfo  certain,  that  many  times  de- 
liverance  comes  unlooked  for.  As  the  Pfalmift  fays,  that 
whilft  he  was  mufing  the  fire  burned ;  fo  it  frequently 
happens,  that  a  gracious  God,  vifits  diftreffed  fouls,  even 
when  they  leaft  expefk  it,  with  the  joy  of  his  falvation, 
and  caufeth  the  bones  which  he  hath  broken  to  rejoice. 

2.  The  efficacy  of  importunate  prayer  appears  from 
the  promiles  of  fuccefs  which  are  annexed  to  it  in  fcrip- 
ture.  I  muft  here  begin  by  obferving,  that  there  are 
many  commands  in  the  word  of  God  to  pray,  to  pray 
without  ccafing,  to  continue  inftant  in  prayer.  Now, 
every  command  to  pray,  contains  in  it  a  promife  of  a  gra- 
cious anfwer  from  the  hearer  of  prayer.  It  neceffarily 
implies  it.  The  truth  of  God  is  a  pledge  and  fccurity 
for  it.  He  would  not  deceive  us  with  vain  hoixrs,  or  put 
us  upon  a  fruitlefs  attempt :  for  he  is  not  a  man,  that  he 
Ihould  lie.  But  befides  this  general  confideration,  there 
are  many  exprefs  promifes  particularly  to  the  earneflnefs 
and  importunity  of  thedefire  :  Prov.  ii.  3,  4,  5.  *'  Yea, 
"  if  thou  crieft  after  knowledge,  and  lifteft  up  thy  voice 
*'  for  underftanding ;  if  thou  feekeft  her  as  filver,  and 
^'  fearcbell  for  hiHflHMtfHHpsfutes :  then  (halt  thou 


I 


474  Fcmen^  and  Impanmuy  in  Ptw/ff^A 

"=  iinJerftduid  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  find  die  knowlcclgo 
*■  oi  God-"  See  alio  the  parable  of  the  imponuiiaic  wklow, 
mid  the  uajfeill  judge*  Luke  xviiL  i,  which  concludes 
thus,  ven  7-  *'  Ami  Ihall  not  God  avenge  his  own  elc£V, 
*'  which  cry  day  and  night  unto  him,  though  he  bear  long  ■ 
"^  with  them  ;**  " 

Let  me  beg  your  attention  to  another  palfage  recorded 
in  the  17th  chapter  of  Matthew,  where  there  was  brought 
to  our  Saviour  a  poffefled  perfon,  whom  his  diicipks  could 
iiot  cure:  vcr,  19,  20»  2i>  **  Then  came  the  dtlciples  to 
''  Jefus  apart  ^  and  iaid.  Why  could  not  we  catt  him  out  f 
*'  And  Jcfus  iaid  unto  them,  Becaufe  of  your  unhcHef : 
"  for  verily  I  fay  unto  you»  If  ye  have  faith  as  a  grjiin  ol 
"  muflard'feed,  ye  Oiall  fay  unto  this  mountain,  Remove 
^*  hence  to  yonder  place,  and  it  fhall  remove ;  and  nothir^ 
^^  Ihall  be  impoflible  unto  you.  Howbcit,  this  kind  goeib 
"  not  out,  l>ut  by  prayer  and  fafliug.'*  This  paSage  is 
fomewbat  remarkable,  and  entirely  to  our  prelent  purpofe^ 
It  fliews,  that  in  the  o^conomy  of  divine  grace,  tliere  are 
Ibme  mercies  tliat  may  be  detained  by  lefs,  and  fome  that 
require  more  earned  and  fervent  prayer.  This  fpccies  of 
devils,  it  feems,  would  not  yield  to  the  fame  influence 
that  otiiers  did.  See  only  further  James  v.  16.  ^'  Confefs 
'*'  your  faults  one  to  another,  and  pray  one  for  another, 
'^  diat  ye  may  be  healed  :  The  eQedtuai  fervent  prayer  of 
''  a  righteous  man  availeth  much.'* 

3.  Jn  the  last  place,  The  fame  thing  appears  from  the 
daily  e.xperience  of  the  people  of  God,  and  many  memo- 
rable examples  of  the  efficacy  of  prayer.  I  might  cite  a 
great  number  of  thefe  to  you  from  the  holy  fcriptures, 
which  are  not  only  a  facred  repofitory  of  divine  truth,  but  a 
hiftory  of  divine  Providence.  You  may  take  the  few 
following  inftances.  Abraham's  interceffory  prayer  for 
Sodom,  in  which  that  ancient  patriarch,  honored  with 
the  glorious  title  of  the  friend  of  God^  was  allowed  to 
plead  with  him,  to  re]'>eat  and  urge  his  requell,  as  well  as 
to  ilrengthen  it  widi  arguments.  It  is  true,  it  faved  not 
the  whole  city  from  deftruftion;  yet  was  it  heard  in  every 
part  of  it,  according  to  its  tenor.  Nay,  even  though  the 
ten  righteous,  which  was  his  lowed  fuppofition,  were  not 
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foundin  it ;  yet  the  few  righteous  that  were  there,  were 
not  involved  in  the  general  calamity,  but  fuffered  to  efcape. 
Take  alfo  the  example  of  Elias,  as  cited  by  the  apolHc 
James,  chap.  v.  17, 18.  *^  Elias  was  a  man  fubjeft  to  like 
"  paifions  as  we  are,  and  he  prayed  earneftly  that  it  might 
*'  not  rain  :  and  it  rained  not  on  the  earth  by  the  fpace  of 
"  three  years  and  fix  months.  And  he  prayed  again,  and 
"  the  heaven  gave  rain,  and  the  earth  brought  forth  her 
**  fruit."  See  the  cafe  of  Daniel,  recorded  in  the  2d  chap- 
ter of  that  book,  particularly  the  17th,  i8th  and  19th  verfes 
of  that  chapter,  where  you  will  learn,  that,  by  the  united 
prayer  of  Daniel  and  his  companions,  the  fecret  of  the 
king's  dream  was  communicated  to  them  in  a  revelation 
from  heaven.  I  only  add  the  inftance  recorded  Matth. 
XV.  21,  and  downwards,  where  the  woman  of  Canaan  fo 
importunately  preffes  her  rcqueft,  and  at  laft  receives  this 
anfwer  2  ver.  28.  "  Then  Jcfus  anfwered  and  faid  unto 
"  her,  O  woman,  great  is  thy  faith :  be  it  unto  thee  even 
*'  as  thou  wilt.  And  her  daughter  was  made  whole  from 
♦*  that  very  hour. 

I  might  eafily  mention  many  more  recent  examples  of 
die  efficacy  of  prayer ;  but  thofc  which  have  been  already 
produced  are  abundantly  fufficient.  The  truth  is,  I  am 
])erfuaded  that  every  ferious  Chriilian  is  able  to  recollefl 
examples  of  it  from  his  own  experience  ;  and.furely  they 
are  of  all  others  mod  inexcu&ble,  who  retrain  prayer  be- 
fore God,  after  they  have  known  the  unfpeakable  benefit 
which  flows  from  it. 

IV.  Let  us  now  make  fome  praftical  improvement  of 
what  hath  been  faid  on  this  fubjedt.     And, 

I.  Sufier  me  to  improve  what  hath  been  faid,  for  the 
conviftion  and  reproof  of  thofe  who  are  habitually  un- 
mindful  of  this  important  duty.  Alas !  my  brethren,  what 
reafon  have  we  to  complain  of  the  negleft  of  wreftling, 
and  want  of  importunity  in  prayer !  Is  not  the  language 
itfelf  become  un&ihionable,  and  liable  to  fcom  ?  As  a 
perfon  as  eminent  in  ilation  as  in  piety  once  faid,  "  Men 
**  have  now  devifed  a  fmooth  and  eafy  way  to  heaven, 
**  quite  confident  with  the  fpirit  of  the  world,  in  which 
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'*  temptations  and  fpiriiua!  confli£ls,  and  inward  triaJa, 
*'  arc  unknown  "  But  be  allured,  however  chati^able  we 
are  in  our  lancy  and  inclinationj  the  word  of  God  abidcth 
lor  ever-  There  is  very  grtat  realbn  to  tear,  nay  tliere  is 
good  ground  to  affirm,  that  thofc  who  are  llrangers  to 
wrctlling  with  God  in  prayer,  are  flecping  in  fecurity, 
and  under  the  dominion  of  J5n.  You  will  fay  perhapSi 
you  live  at  eafe  and  undifturbed.  It  may  be  fo,  and  it  is 
ill  much  the  worfe ;  for  the  prince  of  this  worlds  will  alwa>^^ 
confuh  the  peace  aJid  quiet nefs  of  his  own  fubjefts,  ^^1 

I  would  earned  ly  in  treat  evei*y  hearer  of  the  gofpel  to 
luiler  this  reproof  to  enter  into  his  mind,  as  it  is  what  can 
be  certainly  known  only  to  God  and  your  own  fouls. 
Though  tliere  is  fufficient  outward  evidence  of  the  gene- 
ral ncglcft  of  this  duty,  how  far  any  perfon  is  particular* 
ly  guiky,  muft  be  left  to  the  determination  of  his  ovi^n 
confciencCi  and  the  judgment  of  him  wbo  feeth  and  fearch- 
cth  the  heart.  If  there  is  any  among  you  who  habitually 
Uefpifeth  prayer,  who  makes  every  little  bufinefs,  every 
little  indifpofjtion  or  lazinefs  of  mind,  an  excufe  for  ac- 
glefting  or  poftponing  it :  if  there  are  any  who  fatisfy 
themfelves  widi  a  dead  curfory  formality  in  duty  ;  who 
call  in  queftion  the  reality  of  communion  with  God  in 
others,  becaufe  they  are  llrangers  to  it  themfelves ;  with- 
out all  doubt  they  have  great  caufe  to  fear,  that  they  are  in 
the  gall  of  bitternefs,  and  in  the  bond  of  iniquity.  Tell 
me,  what  is  the  reafon  of  your  backwardnefs  to  drawing 
near  to  God  ?  Is  it  not,  that  you  are  afraid  of  coming 
into  his  prefence  ?  Is  it  not,  that  you  cannot  bear  the 
opening  of  your  hearts  ?  Is  it  not  from  fome  dark  jea- 
loufy  and  fufpicion,  that  all  is  not  right  with  you,  tliough 
you  had  rather  cover  than  confefs  it  ?  My  earnefl  prayer 
to  God  is,  that  though  you  keep  at  a  diftance  from  him,  he 
may  not  keep  at  a  diftance  from  you ;  that  he  may,  by 
his  Spirit,  convince  you  of  your  danger,  and,  in  great 
n^eny,  deliver  you  from  this  miferable  (late. 

-2.  You  may  learn,  from  what  has  been  faid,  one  great 
caufe  of  the  low  (late  of  religion,  and  the  barrennefs  of  or- 
dinances  among  us  at  prefent.  It  is  the  negleft  of  prayer, 
and  that  many,  though  they  may  condefcend  to  alk,  yet 
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do  not  think  it  worth  their  while  to  wrefile  for  the  bleffing. 
The  profane  are  not  the  only  perfons  juftly  chargeable 
with  a  failure  in  this  part  of  their  duty.  Many  real  Chrif.. 
tians  are  apt  to  ilacken  their  diligence  in  this  important 
exerclfe^  and  many  often  read  their  fin  in  their  punifb- 
ment.  But  is  it  not  very  wonderful,  my  brethren,  that 
thofe  who  have  once  tailed  that  the  Lord  is  gracious,  who 
have  known  the  fweetnefs  of  communion  with  God,  fhould 
ever  lofe  it  by  their  own  indifference  and  backwardnefs 
to  maintain  it  ?  Yet  here  we  muft,  of  neceffity,  lay  the 
blame.  We  muft  ftill  fay,  in  juflification  of  his  proce- 
dure, If.  lix,  I,  2.  "  Behold,  the  Lord's  hand  is  not  (hort- 
*'  ened,  that  it  cannot  fave  :  neither  his  ear  heavy,  that  it 
"  cannot  hear.  But  your  iniquities  have  feparated  be- 
*'  tween  you  and  your  God,  and  your  fins  have  hid  his 
**  face  from  you,  that  he  will  not  hear."  It  feems  to  ap- 
pear from  the  experience  of  Chriftians,  that  God  is  jealous 
of  their  treatment  of  his  love,  and  deeply  refents  the  alien- 
ation of  their  aife^ions  ;  and  therefore,  to  have  fenfible 
joy  in  him,  and  to  walk  in  the  comfort  of  the  holy  Ghoft, 
which  is  fo  great  a  privilege,  cannot  be  preferved  without 
the  greateft  watchfulnefs  on  their  part,  and  tlie  greateil; 
conftancy  in  prayer. 

3.  Suffer  me  now,  in  a  few  words,  to  exhort  every  per- 
fon  in  this  aflembly,  and  in  particular  thofe  who  have  fo 
lately  renewed  their  engagement  to  God,  over  the  fym- 
bols  of  the  broken  body  and  flied  blood  of  Chrift,  to  give 
themfelves  unto  prayer.  Of  what  ufe  is  your  being  ad- 
mitted to  this  facred  table,  if  it  do  not  incline  you  to  live 
nearer  to  God  in  the  habitual  tenor  of  your  life  ?  This  is 
the  very  privilege  which  we  obtain  by  the  blood  of  Chrill, 
that  we  have  accefs  with  boldnefs  and  confidence  through 
the  faith  of  him.  This  is  the  very  advantage  that  we  ob. 
tain  by  his  continual  interceffion  before  the  throne,  Heb. 
iv.  14,  16.  *^  Seeing  then  that  we  have  a  great  high  priefl, 
^'  that  is  paffed  into  the  heavens,  Jefus  the  Son  of  God, 
^'  let  us  hold  fad  our  profeffion.  Let  us  therefore  come 
^'  boldly  unto  the  throne  of  grace,  that  we  may  obtain 
"  mercy,  and  find  grace  to  help  ia  time  of  need."  Again, 
have  you  not  devoted  your  lives.  to..tbc  fervice  of  God  I 
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rieiy  or  lemptaiions  ana  lunering 
to  ?     How  fliall  you  bear  up  unc 
*'  glorify  God  in  the  day  of  vifita 
ally  at  a  diftance  rrom  him  ?     C 
mu(l  look  when  trouble  cometh 
fuge  will  foon  fiitl :  and  vanity, 
upon  the  creature.     But  with  a 
then  lift  up  your  eyes  to  him,  if] 
rity !    Therefore  let  me  befeech 
manner,  to  renew  your  diligenc 
er.     In  a  particular  manner,  I  i 
ercife  to  young  perfons-     You. 
expofed  to  many  dangers,  your 
perience  little,  your  knowledge  ; 
prayer,  and  dependance  upon 
companions  were  young  perfoni 
therefore  leart  it  early,  praftiC 
upon  it  habitually  and  conftantly 
fays  in  commendation  of  it,  Ifa 
**  giveth  power  to  the  faint ;    a 
•*  might,  he  increafcth  ftrength. 
**  faint  and  be  weary,  and  the 
"  fall.     But  they  that  wait  upo 
**  their  ftrength  :  they  ihall  moi 
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1.  Be  watchful  and  circumfpeft  in  the  whole  of  your 
converfation.  Let  it  be  your  great  aim,  to  keep  con- 
fciences  void  of  offence  towards  God  and  towards  man. 
Prayer  and  watchfulnefs  have  a  reciprocal  influence  upon 
one  another.  Neglect  of  prayer  will  make  you  yield  to 
temptation,  and  the  indulgence  of  fin  will  make  you  afraid 
to  pray.  But  habitual  watchfulnefs  will  carr}'  you  with 
comfort  to  God,  at  the  hour  of  prayer,  both  in  ihank- 
fulnefs  for  pad  mercies,  and  reliance  on  him  for  future 
ftrength. 

2.  Obferve  with  attention  the  courfe  of  his  providence 
towards  you.  Enumerate  his  mercies  to  you  in  profperi- 
ty,  adore  his  righteous  will  in  advcrfity.  Let  this  be  the 
work,  not  only  of  particular  feafons,  but  of  every  day. 
This  will  at  once  (hew  you  the  neceffity,  and  abundantly 
fupply  the  matter  of  prayer.  If  you  do  otherwife,  you  will 
go  to  prayer  without  any  clear  and  determinate  views  of 
what  you  are  to  pray  for,  and  then  it  is  no  wonder  that  it 
degenerate  into  a  lifelefs  form.     Once  more, 

3.  Be  much  employed  in  interceffion  for  others.  This 
noble  te(limo(iy  of  Chriftian  love,  has  the  moft  powerful 
influence  in  warming  the  heart,  and  enlivening  the  affec- 
tions in  prayer.  It  happens  frequently,  that  tliofe  who 
have  hardly  a  word  to  fay  for  themfelves,  and  whofe  de- 
iires  are  quite  heavy  and  languid  as  to  what  regards  their 
own  intereft,  no  fooner  come  to  fupplicate  for  others,  than 
they  are  enabled  to  pour  out  their  whole  fouls  before  God 
with  thegreateftfulnefs  of  expreffion,  and  enlargement  of 
affedion ;  as  if  it  were  the  purpofe  of  God,  to  invite  us  to 
this  exercife,  by  honoring  it  with  a  particular  mark  of  his 
acceptance  and  approbation.  Oh  that  it  would  pleafe  God 
to  revive  among  profeffing  Chriftians  a  fpirit  of  prayer, 
that  when  they  cannot  unite  in  fentiment,  they  may  unite 
in  prayer ;  that  when  impiety  and  immorality  are  bold 
and  infolent,  they  may  oppofe  them  by  prayer ;  and  that 
when  they  are  llandered,  infulted,  or  abufed  by  their  ene- 
mies,  they  may  find  unfpeakablc  comfort  in  imitating 
their  dying  Saviour,  loving  them  that  hate  them,  bleffuig 
them  that  curie  them,  and  praying  for  them  who  dcfpite- 
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OBEDIENCE  and  SACmiFICE  COMPARED-. 

SERMON  13. 

1  SAMUEL,  XV.  22. 

Hath  the  Lord  as  great  delight  in  burnt'^fferings  and  sacri* 
jices^  as  in  obeying  the  voice  of  the  Lord?  Beholdy  to  obey 
is  better  than  sacrifice;  and  to  hearken^  than  the /at  of 
,  rams. 

THAT  obedience  is  due  to  God  from  all  his  intelli- 
gent creatures,  I  fuppofe  none  here  prefent  will 
deny.  It  is  the  original  unchangeable  law  of  creation, 
which  every  after  difcovcry  ferved  not  to  undetcrmine, 
but  tofupport  and  confirm.  It  was  the  religion  of  man 
in  his  primitive  Hate  of  innocence  ;  and  it  fhall  be  the 
religion  of  heaven,  when  we  fhall  fee  our  Maker  as  he  is. 
The  very  excellence  of  truth  itfelf  lies  in  its  influence  on 
holinefs,  and  the  very  purpofe  of  every  facred  inftitution 
is  to  form  our  minds  to  a  habit  of  obedience  and  fubjefti- 
on  to  the  will  of  God. 

In  the  mean  time  it  is  of  the  utmoft  moment,  that  we 
have  clear  and  juft  conceptions  of  the  nature  and  princi- 
ples of  obedience,  and  that  we  guard  againft  the  errors 
that  are  often  committed  on  this  fubje£t.  Some,  from  a 
partial  or  exceflive  attachment  to  one  branch  of  duty,  are 
apt  to  difparage  another ;  and  fome  are  apt  to  make  a  me* 
rit  of  their  zeal  and  diligence  in  one  duty,  as  if  it  would 
procure  indulgence  for  them  in  the  wilful  negledl  of  ano- 
ther. From  the  huaguage  in  the  remarkable  paflage  of 
fcripturc  whH***i™™*^fi*rmy  text,  it  is  plain,  that 
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facrificcs,  or  the  outward  worfhlp  of  God,  are  fometimcJ 
made  a  cover  for  the  negle£l  of  obedience.  Nor  are  there 
wanting  other  paflkges  where  complaints  are  brought 
ai^amfi  the  fame  mi  flake-  On  the  other  hand,  this  paflagc 
where  the  text  lies^  and  another  expreffion  akin  to  it  ia 
the  gofpeU  "  I  will  have  mercy,  and  not  facrilice,"  have 
been  grofsly  mifapplied,  to  bring  contempt  upon  every 
pofitive  inftiitition*  and  even  upon  the  whole  exercifes  of 
piety  ;  and  that  by  fuch  pcrfons  as  do  very  little  honor 
either  to  themfelves  or  their  opinions^  by  the  perfeftion 
of  their  obedience,  1  have  chofen  Uiei'e  words,  wkh  a 
view  to  the  information  and  conviftion  of  both  thcfe  forts 
of  i>erfons,  and  far  the  inllruftion  and  edification  of  thole 
who  defire  to  vvaJk  in  the  ftraight  path  of  duty,  without 
turning  to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left-  In  difcourling 
further  upon  them,  1  propofe, 

L  To  open  a  little,  and  make  a  few  remarks  oa  the  hif. 
tory  which  gave  occafion  to  the  words  of  the  proptict* 

IIh  To  fhew  in  wh:\trefpei3  it  is,  that  obedience  is  op- 
pofed  and  preferred  tofacrifice,  or  jullly  called  bettery  as 
in  the  words  of  the  text. 

III.  In  tlie  lad  place,  To  make  foms  application  of  the 
fiibjea. 

I.  First,  then,  I  am  to  open  a  little,  and  make  a  few 
remarks  upon  the  hidory  whxh  gave  occafion  to  the  words 
of  the  prophet.  This  will  be  the  more  proper,  that  the 
fetting  this  part  of  the  facred  (lory  in  a  clear  light,  will 
both  afford  us  fome  excellent  inftructions,  and  alfo  obviate 
the  ca\'il5  of  unreafonable  men.  The  people  called  /Ima- 
lekhes  were  derived,  and  had  their  name,  from  one  Awa- 
leky  the  fon  of  Efau*s  eldefl  fon  Eliphaz,  by  a  concubine. 
(Gen.  xxxvi.  12.)  The  firft  mention  we  have  made  ef 
them  as  a  people,  was  their  being  engaged  in  a  very  nn- 
jufl  war  with  the  children  of  Ifrael.  (Ex.  xvii.  8.)  This 
provoked  God  to  determine,  or  at  lead  upon  diis  occafion 
he  was  pleafed  to  intimate,  their  being  devoted  to  Otter 
deflrucVion  ;  as  Exod.  xvii.  14,  15,  16.  "And  the  Lord 
"  faid  unto  Mofes,  Write  this  for  a  memorial  in  a  book^ 
"  and  rehearfe  it  in  the  ears  of  Jofhua :  for  I  will  utterly 
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"  put  out  the  remembrance  of  Amalek  from  under  heaven* 
^^  And  Mofes  built  an  altar,  and  called  the  name  of  it 
'*  Jehovah  nifli.  For  he  faid,  Becaufe  the  Lord  hath  fworn, 
*'  that  the  Lord  will  have  war  with  Amalek  from  genera- 
"  tion  to  generation/' 

The  injuftice  and  impiety  of  this  adlion  of  the  Amale- 
kites,  which  provoked  God,  not  only  to  threaten,  but  to 
fwear  their  deftruftion,  may  be  learned  from  the  account 
of  this  matter  given  us  in  Deut.  xxv.  17,  18, 19.  '*  Re- 
**  member  what  Amalek  did  unto  thee  by  the  way,  when 
**  ye  were  come  forth  out  of  Egypt :  how  he  met  thee  by 
"  the  way,  and  fin'ote  the  hindmoft  of  thee,  even  all  that 
*'  were  feeble  behind  thee,  when -thou  waft  faint  and  vvea- 
*'  ry ;  and  he  feared  not  God,  Therefore  it  (hall  be,  when 
"  the  Lord  thy  God  hath  given  thee  reft  from  all  thine 
"  enemies  roUnd  about,  in  the  land  which  the  Lord  (hy 
"  God  giveth  thee  for  an  inheritance  to  poffefs  It,  that 
"  thou  fhalt  blot  out  the  remembrance  of  Amalek  from 
"  under  heaven ;  thou  (halt  not  forget  it."  From  this  it 
appears,  that  the  Amalekites  attacked  the  Ifraelitcs  un- 
provoked, and  without  any  caufe ;  for  the  Ifraelites  nei- 
ther intended  to  polTefs  themfelves  of  their  country,  nor 
were  they  fo  much  as  paffing  by  their  borders,  which 
might  have  given  them  fome  caufe  of  fufpicion.  With- 
out any  thing  of  this  fort,  they  came  out  of  their  own 
country  to  attack  the  Ifraelites  in  the  wildernefs,  either 
in  confequence  of  the  old  grudge  between  Efau  and  Jacob, 
or  from  a  principle  of  covetoufnefs,  to  feize  upon  the 
riches  which  they  heard  the  children  of  Ifrael  had  brought 
out  of  Egypt. 

It  is  filrther  obferved,  that  they  cut  off  thofe  that  were 
faint  and  weary,  when  the  diftrelTed  condition  of  that  peo- 
ple feemed  rather  to  call  for  compaflion  and  help.  This 
was  unjuft  and  cruel ;  and  difcovers  them  to  have  been  a 
favage  and  profligate  people ;  efpecially  if  one  circum- 
ftance  more  be  taken  notice  of,  that  they  did  all  this  in 
open  defiance  and  contempt  of  God.  They  had  no  doubt 
heard,  that  he  interefted  himfelf  in  a  particular  manner 
in  the  prefervation  of  the  Ifraelites,  and  was,  in  a  literal 
fenie,  their  king  and  governor;  and  therefore  it  is  fakl 
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particularly,  ver*  18,  of  the  laft  cited  paffage,  that  the 
Amalckites  "  feared  not  God/'  Is  there  any  thing  abfunl 
or  uoiuilable  to  the  majeRy  of  the  King  of  kings,  in  his 
declaring  he  would  have  war  with  fuch  a  people  from  ge- 
neration to  generation*  and  at  laft  deftroy  them,  as  he 
certainly  foreknew  that  they  would  not  grow  bettcf>  but 
worfe  and  worfe  I 

Let  lis  not  omit  to  obferve  the  long-fuffering  ami  pati- 
ence of  God.  It  was  not  till  fome  hundrctls  of  years  af- 
terwards, that  orders  were  jfTucdoutto  put  the  fentencc 
in  execution  againft  that  people,  when  they  had  filled  up 
the  meafure  of  dieir  iniquities,  and  were  ripe  for  judgment- 
This  appears  evidently  from  the  hints  of  their  character 
given  in  the  chapter  where  the  text  lies.  They  are  cal** 
led,  verfc  18,  **  the  finners  the  Amalekrtes,"  by  way  of 
emphafis,  to  ihew^  that  they  were  eminently  wicked  above 
all  other  people.  It  is  no  lefs  evident^  that  their  king 
til  at  ruled  over  them  was  a  bloody  cruel  man^  from  the 
words  of  Saniuel  to  him,  \trk  33,  ''Asthyfword  haih 
*'  made  women  childlefs,  fo  fhall  thy  mother  be  childlefs 
**  among  women."  Thefe  circumflances  make  it  highly- 
probable,  that  this  prince  and  his  people  were  commonly 
employed  in  the  trade  of  war,  in  plundering  and  murder- 
ing fuch  of  their  neighbors  as  they  were  able  to  fubdue. 
Now,  how  groundlefs  are  all  the  tragical  outcries  of  unbe- 
lievers againft  this  part  of  the  hiftory  of  the  Bible  !  Is  not 
God  the  fupreme  difpofer  of  every  event  ?  Is  not  the  fate 
of  nations  decided  by  his  righteous  will  ?  Is  he  not  known 
by  the  exercife  of  this  his  holy  prerogative,  "  Vengeance 
''  is  mine  ;  I  will  repay  ?''  It  is  inconteftable,  from  ma- 
*'  ny  undoubted  fadls  in  the  hiftory  of  Providence,  that 
''  verily  there  is  a  God  that  judgeth  in  the  earth.'*  Oh  ! 
that  this  were  confidered  in  time  by  many  who  are  bold 
enough  to  impeach  the  condud  of  their  IVIaker,  to  whom 
one  part  of  the  charafter  of  the  Amalekites  feems  very 
applicable,  "  They  fear  not  God." 

It  will  perhaps  be  expected,  that  I  (hould  take  particu- 
lar notice  of  that  part  of  the  command  given  to  Saul  to 
deftroy  the  *'  infants  and  fucklings,"  together  with  thofe 
who  were  come  to  age.     On  this  you  may  obferve,  that  it 
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was  no  more  than  the  cxcrcifc  of  that  abfolute  right  which 
God  hath  to  the  lives  of  all  his  creatures.  He  gave  them 
at  his  pleafure,  and  he  may  recall  them  whenever  he  will. 
Thofe  who  oflFcr  this  obje£iion  a^ainft  the  fcripture  hiftory, 
do  not  feem  to  confider,  that  it  militates  equally  againll 
the  daily  and  vifible  courfe  of  Providence.  How  many 
infants  do  we  fee  daily  carried  off  by  the  difeafcs  incident 
to  that  (late  ?  Do  not  the  half  of  mankind  die  before  they 
grow  up  to  the  years  of  reafon  ?  Does  this  happen  with- 
out  the  fore-knowledge  and  Providence  of  God  ?  or  dare 
any  charge  him  with  being  unjuft  in  this  part  of  his  will  ? 
If  we  dare  not  prefume  to  go  fo  far,  then,  the  command- 
ing the  children  to  be  cut  off  by  the  hand  of  man,  is  a  mere 
circumftance,  that  cannot  alter  the  nature  of  the  decree. 
The  fovereignty  of  God  appears  in  the  cleared  manner 
from  the  whole  of  his  written  word,  and  from  what  hap- 
pens  every  day  before  our  eyes.  Inftead,  therefore,  of 
raifmg  prefumptuous  objeflions  againll  fuch  indances  as 
this  referred  to  in  the  text,  it  would  be  far  more  juft,  as 
well  as  dutiful,  to  infer  from  them,  that  we  are  "  conceiv- 
"  ed  in  fin,  and  brought  forth  in  iniquity ;"  that  we  lie  * 
under  an  univerfal  forfeiture  of  life,  and  therefore  a  righte- 
ous God  may  execute  it  upon  us  at  whatever  time,  and  \v\ 
whatever  manner,  it  feems  good  unto  himfelf. 

I  might  alfo  obferve,  that  if  we  confider  the  circum- 
llances  in  which  thefe  Amalekite  children  were,  from  the 
charader  of  their  parents,  we  fhall  fee,  in  the  conduct 
of  God  towards  them,  a  mixture  of  mercy  with  judgment. 
1  have  already  obfcrved,  from  the  facred  hiftory,  what 
wicked  perfons  the  Amalekites  were.  Now,  fuppofing 
their  children  left  to  be  trained  up  by  their  parents,  the 
prefumption  is,  that  they  would  have  been  formed  by  their 
pernicious  example,  to  murder  and  rapine,  and  all  forts 
of  wickednefs ;  and,  in  particular,  to  a  hatred  of  the  peo- 
ple and  God  of  Ifrael.  This  would  have  rendered  their  con* 
dition  infinitely  more  miferable  than  we  can  poflibly  fup- 
pofe  it  by  their  being  cut  off  in  infancy,  before  the  com- 
miffion  of  adtual  guilt.  Have  we  not  every  day  before  our 
eyes  examples  of  perfons  living  and  dying  in  fin,  to  whom 
it  would  have  been  a  great  mercy  if  t^ieir  eyes,  as  foon  as 
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ever  they  faw  the  lights  bad  been  cloied  up  in  everlaning 
darknefs  ?  Upon  the  whole,  wc  have  reafon  to  be  fully 
latisfied  on  every  ftich  queflion  as  this,  by  refolving  it  in- 
to the  fovereingty  of  God  ;  but  (liave  fhortly  mentioned 
this  particular  to  fhow  how  incipatsle  wc  are  of  forming  31 
proper  jutlgment  of  the  procedure  of  Divine  Providence  ; 
and  that  the  order  to  deliroy  **  both  man  and  woman,  in- 
*'  font  and  fuckling/'  when  given  by  tlie  Lord  of  nature, 
hath  nothing  in  it  either  unjuft  or  unmercifuK 

This  awful  command  was  given  to  Saul,  the  king  of 
Ifrael ;  which  he,  being  fully  fatisfied  of  its  coming  from 
God,  prepared  himfelf  to  execute-  But  he  and  the  peo- 
ple, from  a  principle  of  covetoufnefs,  referved  what  was 
moll  valuable  of  die  eflc£ls  of  the  Amalekttes  for  their  own 
ufe,  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  command  of  God,  who 
had  ordered  the  cattle  and  fubliance  of  that  pexjple  alfo  to 
be  deftroyed-  This  was  probably  done  to  fliow\  that  their 
punifliment  was  an  a£t  of  pure  juftice,  without  any  inten- 
tion to  enrich  his  inheritance  by  it  When  the  prophet 
Samuel  challenged  Saul  for  his  difobediencc,  he  endeavors 
to  cover  his  condudt  by  a  pretext  of  religion,  verfe  15. 

"  And  Saul  faid, The  people  fpared  the  beft  of  the 

*'  Iheep,  and  of  the  oxen,  to  facrifice  unto  the  Lord  thy 
"  God  ;  and  the  reft  we  have  utterly  deftroyed."  To  this 
my  text  is  the  anfwer,  made  by  Samuel,  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord  :  "  And  Samuel  faid,  Hath  the  Lord  as  great  dc- 
*'  light  in  burnt-offerings  and  facrifices,  as  in  obeying  the 
''  voice  of  the  Lord  ?  Behold,  to  obey,  is  better  than  facri- 
*'  fice  ;  and  to  hearken,  than  the  fat  of  rams." 

Before  I  proceed  to  the^y^r^;;^^  general  head,  I  will  make 
a  few  obfervdtions  on  this  piece  of  hiftory,  for  your  inftruc- 
tion. 

I.  How  eafdy  are  people  mifled  into  difobedience  by 
their  prefent  intereft,  or  carnal  inclinations !  how  ready 
are  thefe  to  mix  themfelves  in  all  our  aftions,  and  to  turn 
what  was  intended  as  an  inftance  of  obedience,  into  an  aft 
of  impiety  and  tranfgreffion  !  The  children  of  Ifrael  would 
not  deftroy  the  goodly  fubftance  of  the  Amalekites,  ac- 
cording  to  the  exprefs  command  of  God,  that  they  might 
have  it  to  themfelves  ;  though  it  is  remarkable,  that  they 
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do  not  appear  from  the  hiftory  to  have  made  any  difficulty 
in  executing  what  was  by  far  the  hardeft  part  of  the  com- 
mand, viz.  the  flaying  of  man  and  woman,  infant  and 
fuckling,  that  fell  intc^jfe^r  hands.  Agag,  indeed,  and 
him  piUy,  they  exceptJJTip^haps  to  grace  their  triumph, 
or  from  fome  other  felfifh  motive.  Intereft  feems  to  have 
prevailed  here ;  but  there  are  other  paffions  alfo  which  too 
often  mix  themfelves  with  our  religion.  Malice  and  an- 
ger,  for  example,  and  a  defire  of  revenge,  are  often  feen 
to  intermingle  themfelves  with  our  zeal  for  the  glory  of 
God,  and  convert  one  of  the  moft  amiable  virtues  into  a 
deteftable  crime. 

2.  You  may  obferve  how  natural  it  is  for  people,  when 
challenged  for  any  fault,  to  lay  the  blame  of  it  upon  others^ 
even  when  there  is  little  profpedl  of  hiding  their  own  guilt, 
**  But  the  people,"  fays  Saul,  ver.  21,  *'  took  of  the  Ipoil, 
*•  flieep  and  oxen,  the  chief  of  the  things  which  Ihould 
*'  have  been  utterly  deftroyed."  Whereas,  though  no 
doubt  they  were  alfo  in  the  feult,  he  was  much  more  guilty 
than  they.  He  had  received  the  particular  command 
from  God :  he  was  king  and  leader  of  the  people,  and 
ought  to  have  reftrained  them  from  afling  contrary  to  the 
divine  purpofe.  This,  however,  he  was  fo  far  from  fo 
much  as  attempting,  that  he  is  fpoken  of  as  confenting  to, 
and  a  chief  ador  in  the  offence,  ver.  9.  '*  But  Saul  and 
**  the  people  fpared  Agag,  and  the  beft  of  the  Iheep  and  of 
**  the  oxen.**  This  dilpofition  feems  to  be  as  old  as  fin 
itfelf ;  for  we  fee  it  in  the  cafe  of  Adam,  after  eating  the 
forbidden  fruit:  Gen.  iii.  11,  12.  "  Haft  thou  eaten  of 
"  the  tree  whereof  I  commanded  thee  that  thou  ftiouldft 
not  cat  ?  And  the  man  faid,  The  woman  whom  thou 
gaveft  to  be  with  me,  flie  gave  me  of  the  tree,  and  I  did 
eat."  We  ought  to  be  humbled  for  it,  as  a  part  of  the 
corruption  of  our  nature,  which  is  not  only  prone  to  the 
commiffion  of  fin,  but  backward  to  repentance  or  con- 
feffion. 

3.  We  may  fee  it  is  no  unufual  thing  for  men  to  iraa- 
gine  they  have  been  obedient  to  God  even  in  that  very 
a£tion  by  which  they  have  in  a  remarkable  manner  fliown 
their  difobedience.    This  was  plainly  the  cafe  with  Saul, 
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uhom  we  find  maintaining  and  infitling  upon  Ws  i 
CLiice,  ver.  30.  **  And  Saul  faid  unto  Samuel,  Yet^  I 
^'  have  obeyed  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  and  have  gone  the 
*'  way  whith  the  Lord  fent  m^fl^  have  broURht  Agag 
**  tlie  king  of  Amalek,  and  hl^Ptrttcrly  deflmyed  the 
''  Amalekiles."  Where  e%er  any  duty,  in  its  fuWiance^ 
jn  its  circumllances,  or  even  in  its  principle,  varies  fiom 
tl^e  rules  laid  down  for  it  in  the  word  of  God,  h  is  eflVn*^ 
tially  dt^leflive  ;  and  where  the  fanlt  is  capital  it  becometh 
a  fin.  This^  I  believe,  will  he  always  found  to  be  the  cafe 
\\  here  merit  is  pleaded  from  human  performances-  True 
cbedience  is  always  humble,  and  fenlihle  of  the  imperfec- 
t'-^ns  attending  it*  OOentatioiis  obedience,  if  it  were  for 
lio  other  reafon^  is  an  abomination  in  the  fight  of  God* 

4,  How  fjftcn  does  it  happen,  that  the  excufes  ior  fio 
are  the  aggravations  of  it !  it  feemed  to  Sao!»  that  he  had 
fully  juftified  his  conduft  by  faying,  that  he  fpared  of  the 
belt  of  the  fpoil,  to  facrifice  unto  the  Lord,  If  there  vpas 
no  fucli  thing  in  hi^  or  the  j^eople^s  mind,  when  tbey  c^e^ 
parted  from  their  commiflion,  then  it  was  a  fearful  aggra- 
vation of  his  fin,  to  add  to  it  the  guilt  of  falfhood  and  hy- 
pocrify  ;  nor  did  it  feem  to  want  impiety,  to  pretend  to  of- 
fer facrifices  from  the  accurfed  fubflance  of  that  devoted 
nice.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  they  really  from  the  begin- 
ning intended  to  prefent  a  part  of  the  fpoil  as  a  facrifice  to 
God,  it  fliows  the  great  deceitfulnefs  of  fin,  which  fuggefled 
this  unholy  compofition,  and  made  them  think,  that  their 
difobedience  might  be  atoned  for  by  a  gift  at  the  altar. 
Many  like  inftances  might  be  given  in  which  the  excufes 
for  fin  are  an  addition  to  the  guilt.  There  are  not  want- 
ing fome  who,  either  in  a  doubtful  or  explicit  manner, 
would  lay  the  blame  of  their  fins  upon  their  Maker,  and 
impute  to  the  influence  of  his  providence  vhat  belongs  to 
the  freedom  of  their  own  wills-  At  the  fame  time,  it  is 
very  remarkable,  though  melancholy  to  reflctl:  upon,  that 
tii-^fe  excufes  for  fin  which  cany  in  tlicm  the  moll  daring 
protanity,  are  commonly  moll  fiupifying  to  the  confcience. 
^uch  is  the  llate  of  all  thofe  who  fortify  themlelves  in  an 
evil  pracVice,  by  embracing  loofe  principles,  who,  having 
fii  it  given  way  to  unbridled  inclination  in  the  breach  ot 


Obedience  and  Sacrifice  compared.  4S9 


God*s  laws,  fteel  themfelves  againft  conviaion  and  repen- 
tance, by  a  denial  of  his  truth. 

5.  How  great  is  the  folly  of  men  who  hope  to  atone 
for  their  difobediencejdHpy  compenfation,  but  particu- 
larly by  religious  ^^I^Hp^^  ^^^  his  people,  whatever 
were  their  views  at  iMCTeem  to  have  hoped  that  they 
might  elbape  the  punilhnfent  of  difobedience  by  offering 
facrifices.  There  feems  to  have  been  a  tendency  to  this 
among  the  Jews,  in  general,  hi  after  times ;  and  it  is  the 
midaken  hope  of  hypocrites  in  every  age.  But  how  ma* 
nifeft  is  the  error !  how  grofs  is  the  delufion  !  Sacrifices, 
and  all  adls  of  worfhip,  derive  their  very  beauty  and  ex- 
cellence  from  the  difpofition  of  the  worlhipper.  Solomon 
tells  us,  Prov.  xv.  8,  "  The  facrifice  of  the  wicked  is  an 
"  abomination  to  the  Lord ;  but  the  prayer  of  the  upright 
"  is  his  delight."  How  abfurd  and  contradictory,  how 
dilhonorable  to  God,  is  it,  for  the  fame  perfon  to  be  a  zea- 
lous  worfhipper  and  a  wicked  liver,  a  man  fervent  in  prayer 
and  deceitful  in  dealing,  heavenly  in  his  language  and  fen- 
fual  in  his  heart !  One  would  think  the  dreadful  inconfif- 
tency  of  fuch  a  condufl  would  alarm  the  moft  drowfy  con- 
fcience ;  but  God,  in  righteous  judgment,  gives  up  to  a 
fpirit  of  flumber,  that  they  may  be  the  ftandard  of  punifh- 
ment  for  the  greateil  fitiners,  who  ihall  be  appointed  their 
portion  "  with  hypocrites  and  unbelievers,  in  the  lake  that 
**  bums  with  fire  and  brimflone  for  evermore." 

II.  I  PROCEED  to  the  fecond  thing  propofed;  which  was. 
To  Ihow  in  what  refpe£ts  it  is  that  obedience  is  oppofed 
and  preferred  to  facrifice,  or  juftly  called  better^  as  in  the 
words  of  the  text.  It  is  not  uncommon  to  hear  this  pal- 
fage  produced  in  order  to  prove  the  value  of  moral  above 
pofitive  precepts.  Moral  precepts,  I  Ibppofe  you  know, 
are  precepts  of  perpetual  and  unchangeable  obligation ; 
and  pofitive,  fuch  as  either  have  not,  or  do  not  feem  to 
have,  any  intrinfic  excellence  in  themfelves,  but  depend 
upon  the  immediate  and  exprefs  inditution  of  God.  Now 
though,  no  doubt,  if  it  is  done  with  proper  care,  and  upon 
legitimate  principles,  a  diftin6tion  may  be  fiated  between 
thefe  di&rent  kinds  of  duties :  yet  it  is  plain  that  this  can- 
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not  be  die  fpirit  of  the  paffage  before  ds*  There  needs  oa 
more  to  iatisfy  us  of  this,  than  to  refle£t  upon  the  hiflofy 
illufi  rated  above,  which  gave  occafioti  to  the  vvords  of  the 
proplieu  That  command  of^HBk  for  difobcdietice  to 
Tjrhtch  Saal  was  fo  fevei  eiy  i^^^^^HK  and  aftenvaixls  fo 
fignally  punifhed,  was  fo  far  from^Ing  in  itfelf  a  moml 
duty  antecedent  to  the  command,  that  it  was  not  merely 
a  jxjrnivc,  but  an  occafional  and  temporary  duty ;  nay^ 
without  the  e^cprefs  appointment  and  authority  of  God,  it 
would  liavc  been  an  atrocioiis  crime,  viz~  "  Utterly  de- 
*^  (Iroying  the  Amalekites,  man  and  woman,  infant  and 
*'  fuckling.''  We  have  not  therefore  the  leaft  encourage- 
ment from  this  example  to  make  light  of  any  command 
that  is  fupported  by  the  inllitution  and  authority  ol  God. 
Well  dien,  may  it  be  faid,  were  not  facrifices  inlliluied  b)r 
him  I  and  how  does  the  prophet  aflirm  in  tliis  jaalE^, 
that  "obedience  is  better  than  facrifice  i"  For  iUultrating 
this,  and  at  the  fame  time  guarding  it  againft  perveriion 
and  abufe,  I  intreat  your  attention  to  the  following  obfcr- 
vations, 

I.  Obedience  is  preferred  to  facrifices,  as  they  were 
unconnnanded,  free,  and  voluntary.  If  we  attend  to  the 
facrifices  under  the  law,  we  fhall  find  them  of  diflferent 
kinds;  particularly,  we  fliall  find  them  diftinguiflied  in 
this  refpeft,  that  fomc  of  them  were  exprefsly  and  pofi- 
tively  ordained,  and  others  were  left  to  the  good-will  or 
fpontaneous  inclination  of  the  offerer.  The  firll  were 
binding  ujwn  the  whole  of  that  people  in  the  ftrongell 
manner,  and  could  not  be  difpenfed  with  ;  the  others  were 
left  to  themfelves,  as  the  occafion  fliould  point  out  the 
propriety,  and  the  piety  or  gratitude  of  their  hearts  Ihould 
difpofe  to  the  performance.  It  would  be  a  great  miftake 
to  fuppofe,  that  the  appointed  fervice  of  the  fandluary 
might  be  omitted  or  altered  by  any  human  prudence,  or 
difpenfed  with,  even  under  pretence  of  obedience  to  the 
moral  law.  The  obfervation  of  the  fabbath,  of  circuraci- 
fion,  of  the  paffover,  the  daily  burnt-offering,  the  annual 
facrifice  on  the  great  day  of  expiation,  the  trefpafs-offering, 
and  many  others,  were  fo  indifpenfably  necefl'ary,  that 
no  oppofition  was  to  be  prefumed  or  imagined  between 
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them  and  the  moral  law.  Nay,  the  whole  circiimllances 
of  thefe  rites  were  precifcly  fpeciiiedy  and  thofe  who  van- 
ed  any  thing  in  the  mmner  of  their  obfervation  were  to 
be  cut  off  from  thej^HBle.  For  this  fee  Exodus  xii. 
19. :  xxxi.  14,  an^j^^^pther  paflages.  I  muft  further 
obferve,  that  even  wMHfpedt  to  voluntary  or  free-will 
offerings,  though  they  wd|e  left  at  liberty  whether  they 
would  offer  fuch  at  all  or  hot ;  yet  if  they  did  offer*  the 
manner  in  which  it  behoved  to  be  condufted,  was  ap- 
pointed precifely,  and  they  were  forbidden  to  depart  from 
it,  under  the  fame  awful  fandion.  You  may  fee  the  rules 
laid  down  for  peace-offerings  in  the  2d  and  3d  chapters  of 
Leviticus ;  and  for  the  danger  of  any  error  in  attending 
on  them,  fee  Lev.  vii.  20, 21. ;  Lev.  xvii.  8,  9.  Now, 
nothing  can  be  more  plain,  than  that  the  facrifices  which 
Saul  and  his  people  had  in  view  to  offer,  or  at  leaft  pre- 
tended to  have  had  in  view,  were  voluntary  or  free-will 
offerings :  they  were  no  part  of  the  regular,  ilated,  unal* 
terable  fervice  of  the  fan£tuary ;  but  might  be  offered  or 
not,  as  they  themfelves  thought  proper.  When  you  re- 
member  this,  my  brethren,  you  will  fee  with  how  great 
juftice  and  force  the  prophet  oppofes  facrifices  of  this  kind, 
to  obeying  the  voice  of  the  Lord :  "  Hath  the  Lord  as 
*'  great  delight  in  burnt-offerings,  as  in  obeying  the  voice 
*^  of  the  Lord  ?"  As  if  he  had  faid.  Can  you  imagine 
that  God  Will  be  as  well  pleafed  with  gifts  of  your  own 
devifmg,  as  with  a  ftrift  and  punftual  execution  of  the 
orders  which  himfelf  had  given ;  efpecially  when  the  very 
facrifices  you  would  offer  to  him,  are  purchafed  by  the 
breach  of  his  own  exprefs  command  ? 

The  words  of  the  text  having  been  fpoken  by  the  Old- 
Teflament  prophet,  and  in  language  direftly  fuited  to  the 
circumllances  of  that  difpenfation,  I  have  kept  die  laws 
of  the  Mofaic  oeconomy  clofely  in  view.  The  fpirit  how- 
ever of  the  whole,  and  the  truth  refuking  from  it,  belongs 
as  clearly  and  fenfibly  to  us  as  to  the  lathers.  We  are 
not  to  prefume  to  make  light  of  any  inflitution  of  God, 
though,  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  of  a  pofitive  nature. 
But  confidering  facrifices  as  including  all  a£ts  of  worihip, 
nay  all  a£ts  of  religion  or  fervice  to  God,  of  whatever 
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find,  fo  far  as  they  arc  voluntary  in  their  ctrcumflance$, 
let  us  not  think  to  put  them  in  the  room  of  obedience  la 
Ills  law,  li  any  man,  from  th^Daflage  ot  fcripturc,  fliall 
tTike  liberty  to  deipife  the  labbflHyorbear  prayer  iti  fd- 
cret  and  in  family,  to  neglefil^^^^ments  or  indituied 
worfhip  of  GckU  he  pervtrteth^l^refteth  the  fcrifHures, 
to  his  own  deilruflion*  On  tbe  other  hand,  if  any  per* 
Ion,  under  pretence  of  extraordinary  prayer,  {liall  aeglefk 
his  calling,  il  he  Ihall  put  voluntary  falls  and  tiodily  mor* 
titkation  in  the  room  of  repentance,  if  he  Qiall  makedo' 
nations  toHhe  poor,  or  to  facred  ufe3^  iafiead  of  paying 
his  juft  debts,  to  the  prejudice  of  others,  it  may,  wVlU 
great  propriety,  be  faid  to  hiiii  in  the  words  of  Samucit 
"  Hath  the  Lord  as  great  delight  in  bumt-oflerings,  as  in' 
*^  obeying  the  voice  of  the  Lord  ?  Behold,  to  obey,  is  bet- 
**  tec  than  facrifice;  and  to  hearken,  than  die  fat  of  rams/' 

2.  Oliedience  is  oppofed  to  facrificcs  as  they  are  falfe 
and  hypocritical.  Even  in  thofe  facrificcs  that  were  luoft 
exprefsly  appointed,  and  of  the  mofl  ludifpcnfahle  obliga- 
tion, there  might  be  an  eflential  defeft^  from  the  inward 
difpofition  not  correfponding  to  the  outward  adlion.  Rea- 
fon,  as  well  as  fcripture,  teacheth  us,  that  in  all  adls  of 
worfhip,  the  fmcerity  of  the  heart  makes  the  chief  ingre- 
dient. It  is  die  prerogative,  and  the  glory  of  God,  that 
he  fearcheth  the  hearts  and  trieth  the  reins  of  the  children 
of  men.  Therefore,  in  every  part  of  his  fervice,  he  re- 
quires integrity  and  uprightncfs  of  heart :  "  He  defireth 
*'  truth  in  the  inward  pans."  That  1  may  treat  this  part 
of  the  fubjecl  with  the  greater  diflindlnefs,  you  may  ob- 
ferve,  that  our  facrifices  or  worfhip  may  be  polluted  by  a 
two-fold  hypocrify.  Thefe  may  be  called,  hypocrify  to- 
wards God,  and  hypocrify  towards  man  ;  or,  in  other 
words,  inconfiltency  or  unfoundnefs  in  the  charafter,  and 
difguife  or  infincerity  in  the  a£l  of  worihip. 

(i)  Our  facrifices  may  be  polluted  by  inconfiftency  or 
unfoundnefs  in  the  charafter.  This  is  the  cafe  where 
men  are  careful  in  attending  upon  the  inllitutions  of  re- 
ligion, but  do  not  make  confcience  of  keeping  the  com- 
mandments  of  God  in  their  ordinary  converfation  ;  when 
tliey  are  pu/idlual  in  the  outward  performance  of  the  du» 
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ties  of  the  firft  table  of  the  law,  but  are  under  no  reftraint 
as  to  fins  againft  the  fecond ;  but,  in  a  particular  manner, 
when  they  are  under  tteunhappy  delufion  of  imagining, 
that  the  one  will  makMBkmcAt  for  the  other.  I  believe 
it  will  be  found,  that^Hps  the  meaning  of  many  pafla- 
ges  of  fcripture,  where  wrifices  are  fpoken  of  widi  difre- 
gard.  The  word  of  God  could  never  be  fo  inconfiftent 
with  itfelf,  as  to  condemn  them  fimply,  while  the  law  con- 
cerning them  flood  in  force  ;  but  when  they  were  offered 
by  wicked  men,  when  they  were  reftcd  on  as  the  whole 
of  religion,  or  made  to  compenfate  for  the  negleft  of  mo- 
ral  duties,  then  they  are  fpoken  of  with  abhorrence :  Hofea 
vi.  6.  "  For  I  defired  mercy,  and  not  facrifice ;  and  the 
"  knowledge  of  GkxI,  more  than  burnt-offerings.  But 
**  they  like  men  have  tranfgreffed  the  covenant :  there 
**  have  they  dealt  treacheroufly  againft  me."  If.  i.  lo, 
**  Hear  the  word  of  the  Lord,  ye  rulers  of  Sodom ;  give  ear 
**  unto  the  law  of  your  God,  ye  people  of  Gomorrah.  To 
**  what  purpofe  is  the  multitude  of  your  facrifices  unto  me  ? 
**  faith  tfie  Lord :  I  am  full  of  the  burnt-offerings  of  rams, 
*'  and  the  fat  of  fed  beafls,  and  I  delight  not  in  the  blood  of 
**  bullocks,  or  of  lambs,  or  of  he-goats.  When  ye  come 
**  to  appear  before  me,  who  hath  required  this  at  your  hand 
**  to  tread  my  courts  ?  Bring  no  more  vain  oblations,  in. 
^^  cenfe  is  an  abomination  unto  me,  the  new-moons  and 
**  fabbaths,  the  calling  of  affemblies,  I  cannot  away  with, 
it  is  iniquity,  even  the  folemn  meeting*  Your  new- 
moons,  and  your  appointed  feafts,  my  foul  hateth  :  they 
are  a  trouble  unto  me,  I  am  weary  to  bear  them.  And 
when  ye  fpread  forth  your  hands,  I  will  hide  mine  eyes 
from  you:  yea,  when  ye, make  many  prayers,  I  will 
"  not  hear :  your  hands  are  full  of  blood.  Wafli  ye, 
"  make  you  clean,  put  away  the  evil  of  your  doings  from 
**  before  mine  eyes,  ceafe  to  do  evil,  learn  to  do  well,  feek 
"  judgment,  relieve  the  opprcffed,  judge  the  fatherlefs, 
**  plead  for  the  widow.**  Pfal.  1.  16.  '*  Unto  the  wicked 
"God  faith.  What  haft  thou  to  do  to  declare  my  ftatutes, 
"  or  that  thou  fliouldft  take  my  covenant  in  thy  mouth  V* 
Amos  verfe  21, — 24,  I  hate,  1  defpife  your  feaftdays, 
"  and  I  will  not  fmell  in  vour  folemn  aJQieipblies.  Tliougb 
Vol.  I-  3  Q. 
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<*  ye  ofi^r  mc  biimt-oflerings,  and  your  meat-offcringij 
**  I  will  not  accept  them  :  neUher  will  I  regard  the  peao 
'^  offerings  of  your  fat  beafls,     Tiike  thou  away  from 
*'  the  noire  of  thy  fongs,  for  I  w^iiot  hear  the  melody 
"  thy  viols,     Btit  let  judgment  mm  down  as  waters,  and 
"  righteoufnefs  as  a  mighty  ft  ream," 

Indeed,  my  brethren,  what  can  he  more  abominable, 
than  the  worftiip  of  fuch  perfons  as  live  in  the  habttual  in- 
dulgence of  fin  ?  what  more  provoking  to  God  r  what  more 
prefumptuous  in  the  fmner?  And  who  can  fufBciently 
wonder  at  the  blindnefs  of  all  of  this  charafter  ?  That 
their  %'ery  accefs  to  God,  which  fhould  increafe  their  Bb^M 
hprrence  of  fin,  lhouId>  rfolvvithtlanding,  fct  them  at  eallW 
in  the  commiilion  of  it  ?  Will  he  bear  more  in  you,  think 
you,  than  in  others  ?  He  will  bear  lefs.  He  will  vifit  you 
iboner  in  his  providence,  and  he  will  puniJh  you  heavier 
to  all  eternity.  Things  are'  quite  op]>ofite  to  what  you 
fuppofe.  Inftead  of  your  duries  rendering  your  Cms  par- 
donable, your  fins  render  your  duties  infupportable, 

(2)  The  other  kind  of  hypocrify  is*  when  men  pot  on 
religion  as  a  cloak  and  covering  on  their  wickcdnefs,  and, 
without  any  inward  regard  or  fenfe  of  duty  to  God,  aim 
only  at  the  praife  of  men.  This  is,  if  poflible,  more  da- 
ring and  prefumptuous  than  the  other,  or  rather  is  a  more 
advanced  ftage  of  the  fame  character.  It  was  for  this  that 
our  Saviour  fo  feverely  reprehended  the  Pharifees  :  Matth. 
vi.  I,  2,  ''  Take  heed  that  ye  do  not  your  alms  before 
'*  men,  to  be  feen  of  them  :  otherwife  ye  have  no  reward 
*'  of  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven.  Therefore,  when 
*'  thou  doft  thine  alms,  do  not  found  a  trumpet  before  thee, 
**  as  the  hypocrites  do,  in  the  fynagogues,  and  in  the  ftreets, 
''  that  they  may  have  glor}^  of  men.  Verily  I  fay  unto 
'*  you,  they  have  their  rew^ard.''  And  verfe  5,  **  And 
**  when  thou  prayeft,  thou  (halt  not  be  as  the  hypocrites 
**  are  :  for  they  love  to  pray  (landing  in  the  fynagogues, 
*'  and  in  the  corners  of  the  (Irects,  that  they  may  be  ken 
*^  of  men.  Verily  I  fay  unto  you,  they  have  their  reward." 
But  truly  this  is  not  all.  Some  are  not  fatisfied  w^ith  do- 
ing things  in  themfelves  praife-worthy  from  oftentation, 
or  the  hope  of  applaufe  from  men,  but  they  endeavor,  by 
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their  fliining  and  burning  zeal  in  fuch  things,  to  blind  the 
eyes  of  others,  and  hinder  them  from  diicovering  and  pa- 
nifliing  their  fecret  wickednefs :  Matth.  xxiii.  14*  "  Wo 
^^  unto  you,  fcribes  at^Apharifees,  hypocrites ;  for  ye  de- 
^^  vour  widows  houfes,^|||p  for  a  pretenR:e  make  long  pray- 
"  ers  ;  therefore  ye  Ihall  receive  the  greater  damnation.'^ 
Whenever  this  is  the  cafe,  it  is  no  wonder  that  obedience 
ihould  be  preferred  before  facriSce,  and  indeed  fet  in  op- 
pofition  to  it.  You  fee,  however,  that  this  is  no  more 
than  what  our  Saviour  fays  of  almfgiving,  which  is  fo  emi- 
nent a  moral  duty,  but  which  can  never  find  acceptance 
with  God,  when  done  merely  from  a  principle  of  ollenta- 
tion.  It  is  impoflible,  upon  the  whole,  to  fet  this  matter 
in  a  juder  light  than  our  Saviour  has  done,  in  fpeaking  of 
the  fame  Pharifees,  Matth.  xxiii.  23.  **  Wo  unto  you, 
**  fcribes  and  Pharifees,  hypocrites ;  for  ye  pay  tithe  of 
^'  mint  and  annife,  and  cummin,  and  have  omitted  the 
*'  weightier  matters  of  the  law,  judgment,  mercy,  and 
**  faith :  thefe  ought  ye  to  have  done,  and  not  to  leave  the 
"  other  undone." 

3.  Obedience  is  oppofed  to  facrifices,  as  they  are  dead 
zxiA,  formal.  I  am  not  at  this  time  to  mention  all  the  ends 
which  an  infinitely  wife  God  intended  to  ferve  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  facrifices :  but  every  one  mud  be  fenfible, 
that  they  could  be  of  no  avail  without  taking  in  the  prin- 
ciple from  which  they  were  brought,  and  the  temper  and 
difpofition  of  the  oflferer.  There  was  no  doubt  very  much 
of  outward  form  in  the  Mofaic  c&conomy ;  and  the  ritual 
practices  bore  fo  great  a  bulk  in  it,  that,  by  way  of  com- 
parifon  with  the  fpirituality  of  the  gofpel,  it  is  called  the 
/ow  of  a  carnal  commandments  But  it  would  be  mida- 
king  it  very  much  to  fuppofe  that  God  was  fully  fatisfied 
with,  or  defired  that  his  people  fhould  red  in  the  outward 
form.  This  is  plain  from  many  paffages  of  fcripture. 
What  an  example  of  fervor  and  elevation  of  fpirit  have 
we  in  the  exercife  and  language  of  the  Pfalmid  David, 
through  the  whole  of  his  writings  !  You  may  fee,  Pf.  v. 
7.  **  But  as  for  me,  I  will  come  into  thy  houfe  in  the 
"  multitude  of  thy  mercy :  and  in  thy  fear  will  I  worfliip 
"  toward  thy  holy  teroj^^^    Pf.  xxvi,  6.   "  I  will  walk 
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**  my  hands  in  innocency  -  fo  will  I  compafs  thine  altaf'« 
"  ()  Lord."  To  thisyoQ  may  add  what  he  fays,  Pfcl-  11. 
i6,  17.  ^'  For  thou  defireft  not  facrtfice,  elfe  would  I  give 
^'it;  thou  ddightefl  not  in  b^fc- offering*  The  facri- 
*'  fices  of  God  ari  a  broken  fpK  ^  a  broken  Kild  a  cott- 
'*  trite  heart,  O  God,  thou  wilt  not  derpife." 

In  oppofition  to  this,  however  clear  a  diftatei  both  of 
reafon  and  fcripture,  it  feems  to  have  been  the  dtfeafc  of 
ancient  times,  to  imagine,  that  the  facrifices  wtte  foine 
how  neceffary  or  ufefut  to  their  Maker  in  themfelves  ;  acd 
that  he  was  pleafed  with  the  poffeflion  of  the  gift,  indepen- 
dent of  the  difpofition  of  the  given     1'his  led  both  jews 
and  Gentiles  to  fuppofe^  that  the  more  numerous  and 
coftly  the  viftinis^  the  greater  would  be  their  influence  - 
Micah  vi.  6.    "  Wherewith  (hall  I  come  before  the  Lord, 
*^  and  bow  myfelf  before  the  high  God  ?    Shall  I  come 
**  before  him  with  bomt-offerings,  with  calves  of  a  year 
*'  old  1  Will  the  Lord  be  pleafed  with  thouf&nds  of  rams, 
*'  or  with  ten  thoufands  of  rivers  of  oil  ?  Shall  I  give  my 
*^  firii  bom  for  my  tranfgreffion,  the  fruit  of  my  body  for 
**  the  fin  of  my  foul  ?"     To  fuch  an  excefiive  height  did 
this  error  proceed,  that  on  extraordinary  occafions    tlic 
Heathens  of  many  different  nations  offered  human  facri- 
fices, and  endeavored,  by  their  number,  their  youth,  or 
the  high  rank  of  their  parents,  to  increafe  their  value  in 
the   fight  of  God.     In  oppofition  to  this  grofs  delufion, 
God  often  afl'erts  his  all  fufficiency  as  well  as  fovereignty; 
as  particularly  in  that  admirable  paffage,  Pf.  1.  7. — 14. 
*'  Hear,  O  my  people,  and  I  will  fpeak ;   O  Ifrael,  and  I 
*'  will  tefhfy  againft  thee  :   I  am  God,  even  thy  God.      I 
*^  will  not  reprove  thee  for  thy  facrifices,  or  thy  hurnt-of- 
*'  ferings,  to  have  been  continually  before   me,      I  wmU 
*'  take  no  bullock  out  of  thy  houfe,  nor  he-goats  out  of 
*'  thy  folds.     For  every  beail  of  the  foreft  is  mine,  and  the 
**  cattle  upon  a  thoufand  hills.     1  know  all  the  fowls  o{ 
*^  the  mountains  ;  and  the   wild   beafts  of  the  field  are 
*'  mine.      If  I  were  hungry,  I  would  not  tell  thee,  for  the 
*'  world  is  mine,  and  the  fullnefs  thereof.     AVill  I  eat 
**  the  ilefli  of  bulls,  or  drink  the  blood  of  goats  ?  OF/er 
'   **  unto  God  thankfgiving,  and  pay  thy  vows  unto  the 


I 


Obedience  and  Sacrifice  compared.  49jf 

**  Moft  High.*'  And  even  with  regard  to  their  ordinary 
attendance  on  inftruction,  he  fays,  Ezekiel  xxxiii.  31. 
"  And  they  come  unto  thee  as  the  people  cotneth,  and 
'*  they  fit  before  theo^l  my  people,  and  they  hear  thy 
"  words,  but  they  will  #ot  do  them :  for  with  their  mouth 
*'  they  fhew  much  love,  but  their  heart  goeth  after  their 
"  covetoufnefs." 

This  conduct,  fo  difhonorable  to  God,  and  fo  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  holinefs  and  purity  of  his  nature,  had  no 
fufficient  excufe  either  among  Jews  or  Heathens.  But 
furely  it  is  fiili  more  criminal  among  Chriftians.  The 
gofpel,  as  a  difpenfation  of  clearer  light,  and  greater  pu- 
rity, is  called  the  ministration  of  the  Spirit.  And  in  op- 
pofition  to  all  ceremonial  and  local  worihip,  our  Saviour 
fays,  John  iv.  23,  24,  "  But  the  hour  Cometh,  and  now 
*'  is,  when  the  true  worihippers  fliall  worihip  the  Father 
"  in  fpirit  and  in  truth  ;  for  the  Father  feeketh  fuch  to 
*^  worihip  him.  God  is  a  fpirit ;  and  they  that  worihip 
"  him,  muft  worihip  him  in  fpirit  and  in  truth."  But 
are  there  not  fome  atnongil  us  who  may  be  juftly  charged 
with  guilt  in  this  refpefl  ?  or  rather,  who  is  there  amongil 
us  that  does  not  in  fome  degree  fall  under  the  reproof? 
Are  there  not  fome  who  reil  in  the  form  of  worihip,  and 
are  ilrangers  to  the  fpirit  of  it  ?  Are  there  not  fome  who 
value  and  truft  in  their  forms  while  they  are  regardlefs  of 
the  fpirit  ?  Nay,  are  there  not  fome  who  not  only  fubmit 
to,  but  are  pleafed  with  the  form,  and  yet  have  no  reliih 
for  that  nearnefs  to  God,  and  fenfe  of  his  prefence,  which 
conftitutes  the  fpirit  of  worihip  ?  How  many  finful  mo- 
tives may  bring  us  to  die  houfe  of  God !  If  you  come  to 
avoid  the  reproach  of  men,  is  that  a  real  facriiice  to  God  f 
If  you  come  from  oftentation,  to  be  feen  of  men,  is  that 
an  oiFering  acceptable  to  God  ?  If  you  come  to  gratify 
your  fancy,  by  hearing  the  performance  of  man,  you  are 
offering  the  incenfe  to  the  creature  that  is  due  only  to 
God.  Confider  further,  how  often  we  may  be  finfully 
employed  in  the  houfe  of  God.  Are  carelefs  inattentive 
perfons  offering  acceptable  facrifices  to  God  ?  And  thofe 
who  indulge  vain,  proud,  fenfual,  covetous  thoughts  in 
worihip,  offering  facrifice  to  God  ?  Are  thofe  who  come  to 


any  circuiiiuance  mm  ucjuir^cu  lu  u 
nothing  could  be  more  contrary  to 
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thing,  in  the  12th  chapter  of  the  gofpel  according  to  Mat- 
thew ;  in  fupport  of  which  our  Lord  cites  a  paffage  Irom 
the  Old  Teftamcnt,  ver.  7,  "  But  if  ye  had  known  what 
*'  this  meaneth,  I  wilhbave  mercy,  and  not  facriiice,  ye 
**  would  not  have  condemned  the  guiltlefs." 

The  fame  general  rule  is  to  be  obferved  at  all  times. 
AVe  muft  attend  to  the  intimations  of  Providence,  and  as 
far  as  they  can  be  clearly  difcemed,  difcharge  thofe  duties 
to  which  we  are  immediately  called.  Every  thing  is  beau* 
tiful  in  its  place  and  feafon,  and  is  then  not  only  mod 
acceptable  to  God,  but  moft  ufeful  to  men.  It  is  fo  far 
from  being  any  difparagement  of  facrificcs,  that  it  is  their 
wtxy  excellence,  to  be  confined  to  their  time  and  place. 
And  the  maxim  in  the  text  will  apply  with  equal  proprie- 
ty to  every  duty  of  the  moral  law.  The  moft  excellent 
of  them  may  be  mifapplied.  True  religion  and  undcfiled 
before  God  and  the  Father,  is,  to  vifit  the  fatherlefs  arnl 
the  widow  ;  and  yer,  if  the  time  of  divine  worihip  be  un- 
neceffarily  chofen  for  that  purpofe,  or  if  too  much  time  be 
confumed  in  it  by  thofe  whofe  prefence  cannot  be  ufeful, 
it  is  a  rejefled  facrifice.  Feeding  the  hungry,  and  cloth-* 
ing  the  naked,  is  the  character  that  fhall  meet  with  the 
approbation  of  our  final  judge  ;  and  yet,  if  any  (hall,  out 
of  oftentation,  feed  the  poor  abroad,  and  ftarve  their  fa- 
milies at  home,  or  perform  this  duty  at  the  ex  pence  of  amy 
other  more  immediately  binding,  he  fells  under  the  con. 
demnation  of  the  prophet  in  the  text :  **  Behold,  to  obey, 
"  is  better  than  facrifice ;  and  to  hearken,  than  the  fat  of 
"  rams."  To  conclude  this  head,  we  (hall  greatly  mif- 
interpret  this  paffage  offcripture,  if  we  pretend  to -^tonor 
one  part  of  religion  to  the  prejudice  of  another.  The  fa^ 
crifices  condemned  by  the  prophet  are  not  to  he  under, 
flood  of  pofitive  duties,  as  oppofed  to  moral,  nor  of  ads 
of  worfhip,  as  oppofed  to  the  duties  of  the  fccond  table ; 
but  of  every  aft  of  religion,  however  excellent  in  itfell^ 
or  neceflary  in  its  place,  if  it  is  done  from  an  ill  principle, 
with  a  finfiil  purpofe,  in  a  finful  manner,  or  fubftituted 
in  the  room  of  that  which  God  in  his  Providence  doth  im- 
mediately require. 
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in.  I  ptocEEP  now  to  make  fome  praftical  impro\ 
ment  of  what  hath  been  faid.     And,  * 

I .  From  what  hath  been  faid,  you  may  learn  what  ana 
the  great  charafters  of  acceptable  obedience ;  and,  i  thinks 
ihey  may  be  reduced  to  the  three  following,  i.  It  murt 
be  implicit  obedience-  It  mufl  be  founded  immediately 
and  direftly  on  the  authority  of  God-  We  muft  not  tafctf 
apon  us  to  judge  of  the  moment  and  importance  €^  ^n^ 
part  of  his  will,  further  than  he  hath  made  it  known  him* 
feu.  It  ts  a  very  dangerous  thing  for  us  to  make  compa- 
Fifons  between  one  duty  and  another,  efpecially  with  a 
iriew  of  difpenling  with  any  of  them,  or  altering  their  or^ 
Ucr,  and  fubltituting  one  in  another's  place.  2,  A  (econd' 
character  of  true  obedience  is»  that  it  be  felf-denied  and 
impartiai,  that  it  be  not  directed  or  qualiBed  by  oor  pre* 
fent  intereft.  It  was  the  befl  of  the  fpoil  that  Saul  and  the 
people  faved  ;  that  which  was  vile  and  refufe,  they  utter- 
ly defiroyetl.  It  is  too  common,  that  our  own  interefl 
both  points  out  the  objeft,  and  affigns  the  meafure  of  our 
obedience ;  and  in  that  cafe,  it  docs  not  deferve  the  nanm 
of  obedience  to  God  at  all.  But  when  the  Chriftian  is  de- 
voted to  God,  ready  at  his  call,  and  equally  difpofed  to 
any  employment  afligned  him  in  Providence,  he  then 
may  be  laid  indeed  to  do  his  will.  3.  A  third  character 
of  obedience  is,  that  it  be  univerfal,  without  any  excepti- 
on.  Saul,  and  the  children  of  Ifrael,  had  complied  fo 
far  with  the  order  given  them,  that  the  greatefl:  part  both  of 
the  people  and  fubftance  of  Amalek  was  deftroyed ;  but 
he  (lopped  (hort,  and  knowingly  left  unfinilhed  what  had 
been  injoined  him  by  the  fame  authority. 
*  2.  From  what  hath  been  faid  on  this  fubjeft,  you  may 
fee,  that  the  true  notion  of  obedience  is  inconfident  with 
the  notion  of  merit,  as  if  we  could  lay  our  Maker  under 
.fooie  fort  of  obligation.  This  is  as  fatal  and  dangerous  an 
error  as  any  whatever,  to  think  we  may  merit  at  the  hand 
of  God,  and  yet  it  is  very  common.  Nay,  it  feems  to  be 
natural  to  us  all,  with  great  difficulty  reflrained,  and  never 
in  this  life  wholly  overcome.  You  fee  how  Saul  juftified 
himfelf,  and  faid,  ''  Yea,  but  I  have  obeyed  the  voice  of 
"  the  Lord."     But,  in  the  judgment  of  God,  there  was 
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no  confideration  had  of  what  he  had  done,  but  a  fevere 
femence  oF  condemnation  upon  him  for  whnt  he  had  ne- 
gleAed.  True  obedience  is  always  confidered  in  this 
Ugbt,  as  a  debt  due  to  God,  for  the  performance  of  which 
nothing  can  be  claimed,  but  for  the  negle£t  of  which  a 
penalty  is  incurred.  I  wiih  this  were  properly  attended 
to.  The  guilt  of  tranfgreflion  is  plainly  inconfident  with 
the  merit  of  obedience.  If  we  are  liable  to  punifliment 
for  not  obeying,  the  right  of  our  Maker  to  our  fcrvice  muft 
be  complete,  there  is  no  room  to  plead  any  merit  in  com- 
pliance, and  the  reward  mud  be  of  grace,  and  not  of  debt. 
Thus,  I  think,  it  is  always  felt  by  good  men ;  and  the 
more  that  they  are  devotol  to  God,  they  are  the  lefs  dif- 
pofed  to  avail  themfelves  of  any  thi;ig  they  have  done,  and 
the  more  inclined  to  alk  forgivene&  for  what  hath  beea 
either  omitted,  or  ill  done. 

3.  From  what  hath  been  faid,  you  may  learn  the  great 
defects  of  our  obedience  in  general.  If  we  confider  the 
characters  of  true  obedience,  implicit,  impartial,  and  uni- 
verfal,  we  mud  be  fenfible  what  great  blemiflies  attend 
every  adl  of  duty  to  God  which  we  perform.  We  fhall 
always  find  fomething  amifs,  either  in  its  extent,  its  prin- 
ciple, or  its  end.  What  reafon  this  for  humiliation  ?  what 
a  powerful  argument  to  every  Ghrillian  to  live  a  life  of  con- 
tinual  dependance  on  divine  ftrength  to  enable  him  to 
obey,  and  on  divine  mercy  to  accept  of  his  imperfe£t  obe- 
dience ?  Nothing  but  great  ignorance  of  themfelves,  or 
great  inattention  to  what  pafles  in  their  own  hearts,  can 
embolden  men  to  put  confidence  in  themfelves.  And  in- 
deed their  doing  fo  is  commonly  attended  with  very  morti- 
fying eflfedts.  When  God  leaves  them,  in  fatherly  dif- 
pleafure,  to  prove  and  try  them,  or  when  he  leaves  finners 
to  themfelves,  to  fill  up  the  meafure  of  their  iniquities,  it 
foon  afibrds  a  fatisfying  proof,  that  in  us,  that  is,  in  our 
fleih,  dwelleth  no  good  thing.  To  will  may  be  prefent 
with  us,  but  to  do  that  which  is  good,  we  find  not. 

4.  In  the  last  place.  Suffer  me  earnellly  to  exhort  you 
to  make  it  your  daily  ftudy,  not  only  to  keep  the  com- 
mandments of  God,  but  to  take  particular  notice  from 
what  principle  your  obedience  flows.     See  how  much 
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there  is  in  it  of  fclf-denial,  of  xJevotf  dnf  fs  to  God,  of  fobjecf* 
lioti  to  his  prov*idence.  One  aft  of  fitent  fubmifljon^ 
a  qoin  applicution  to  thofe  duties  that  are  immediately  i 
necelTary,  though  neither  cafy  nor  hoiiorable,  is  of  much 
tnore  value,  than  a  long  traft  of  aflivity  and  zeal  in  a  pub- 
lic and  vifible  fphere  of  aft  ion,  fwectened  by  reputation 
and  applaufe.  As  the  fubmiffis^e  Chriflian  lives  upon  the 
Creator  alone,  independent  of  the  creature,  fo  the  obedi- 
ent Chrillian  fcrves  his  Gtxl  and  Redeemer  alone,  without 
paying  any  rtigard  to  the  efieem  or  approbation  of  his 
fcllowTinners.  In  this  way  only  is  your  obedience  given 
to  God,  and  in  this  way  oiily  will  yoo  find  it  pleafant  or 
profitable  to  yourfetves.  U'yoti  keep  clearly  and  clofely 
to  the  command  of  God»  and  have  not  fo  much  as  any 
other  defire  or  inclination,  than  to  know  what  it  is,  you 
will  hardly  ever  be  miftaken.  But  if  you  allow  other 
motives  to  have  place,  if  you  lake  upon  you  to  judge  of  | 
tihat  ismoft  proper  or  expedient,  or  even  pra^cable,  you 
wHl  pollute  ^v€tty  part  of  your  duty,  and  find  yourfelv^s 
often  involved  in  impenetrable  darknefs.  If  what  is  duty 
be  the  inquiry,  and  intcrefl  fet  afidc,  if  duty  be  the  ob- 
ject of  your  attention,  and  events  left  to  God,  you  willfind 
unfpeakable  confolation  from  it  in  the  mean  time,  as  well 
as  the  fuccefs  more  effeftually  fecured,  than  it  could  poflibly 
have  been  by  any  anxiety  or  forefight  of  your  own.  Let 
God  then  have  the  unadulterated  obedience  of  all  his  crea- 
tures ;  and  kt  us  afk  of  him,  according  to  his  promife,  "  to 
''  work  in  us  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  good  pleafure/' 
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SERMON  14. 


PROV.    xviii.  IO- 
TA^ VAME  of  the  Lord  is  a  strong  touter  ;  the  righteous 
runneth  into  itj  and  is  safe. 

THIS  book  of  Proverbs  confifts  almoft  entirely  of  ob- 
iibrvations  upon  human  life.  The  charaders  and 
purfuits  pf  men  are  defcribed  in  it  with  a  ftrength  and  pro- 
priety, which  was  never  exceeded  by  thofe  who  devoted 
their  whole  attention  to  the  ftudy  of  what  is  called  the 
knowledge  of  the  world  and  of  mankind.  But  in  one  par- 
ticular it  differs  from,  and  excels  all  human  learning,  that 
it  never  feparates  the  knowledge  of  the  world  from  the 
knowledge  of  him  who  made  and  who  governs  it.  There 
we  are  taught  to  improve  the  leflbns  we  receive  in  the 
courfe  of  providence,  for  leading  us  to  obedience  and  fub- 
miilion  to  him,  "  who  doth  according  to  his  will  in  the 
•*  army  of  heaven,  and  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth; 
**  and  none  can  ftay  his  hand,  or  fay  unto  him,  what  doft 
"  thou  ?  There,  while  a  view  is  given  us  of  the  innumera- 
ble paths  which  men  have  llruck  out  for  themfelves  in  tra- 
velling through  life,  our  eyes  are  continually  diredled  to 
the  paths  of  righteoufnefs,  the  fure  and  only  way  to  reft 
and  peace. 

Experience  alone,  and  unaffifted,  will  make  us  wifer  in 

one  fenfe,  will  ihow  us  many  of  the  unavoidable  calami- 

.  ties  of  life ;  but  the  greateft  exertion  of  human  reafoii 

could  never  yet  jMi||^M£ffe£tual  cure.    I  believe  it 
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I.  Then,  I  am  to  explain 
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man  nature  feems,  however,  to  have  been  very  prone  to 
this  in  every  age.  The  ufe  of  amulets  and  charms  feems 
to  have  prevailed  in  the  greateft  part  of  the  heathen  na- 
tions ;  as  aifo  magical  incantations,  though  it  did  not  exert 
itfelf  precifely  in  the  fame  way,  the  principle  feems  tQ 
have  been. the  fame,  which  led  the  Jews  from  a  pretended; 
veneration  for  the  name  Jebmaby  never  to  pronounce  it 
at  all ;  a  cuftom  which  they  retain  to  this  day,  aliedging^ 
either  that  they  cannot  pronounce  it,  or  that  it  is  unlawful 
to  utter  it.  We  may  alfo  obfervc,  that,  in  our  neighbor 
ehurcb,  they  feem  to  have  &llen  into  the  fame  error  in  the 
cuflom  of  bowing  at  the  name  of  Jefus,  while  they  do  not 
bow  to  the  names  of  Chrift,  Lord,  or  God* 

Having  mentioned  thefe  things  for  the  illuftration  of 
the  fubje£t  before  us,  I  cannot  help  obferving,  that  if  a  fu- 
perftitious  veneration  for  the  letters  or  the  found  of  a  name« 
is  blame-worthy,  a  ra(h  profanation  of  the  name  of  God  is 
unfpe^kaUy  more  criminal.  My^heart  bleeds  to  think  of 
thecommonnefs  of  thisfin,  among  all  ranks  and  all  ages.- 
What  have  thofe  parents  to  anfwer  for,  who  have  taught^ 
or  who  have  not  reftrained  their  children  from  taking  the 
name  of  God  in  vain  ?  This  is  a  fin  little  thought  of  a- 
mong  men,  but  highly  criminal  in  the  fight  of  God,  and 
he  hath  taken  to  himfelf  the  work  of  avenging  it :  ^'  For 
^*  the  Lord  will  not  hold  him  guiltlefs  who  taketh  his  name 
"  in  vain." 

By  the  name  of  the  Lord,  in  our  text,  we  are  to  under?, 
(land  the  Lord  Gk)d  himfelf;  his  nature  as  it  is  difcovered 
to  us  in  all  his  glorious  perfections,  particularly  his  power 
and  goodnefs,  to  fave  and  deliver  them  that  put  their  truft 
in  him.  In  this  fenfe  the  name  of  God,  or  the  name  of 
the  Lord,  is  ufed  in  many  paifages  of  Scripture,  as  Pfal. 
^x*  i»  5i  7»  verfes,  «*  The  Lord  hear  thee  in  the  day  of 
*'  trouble,  the  name  of  the  God  of  Jacd)  defend  thee.  We 
*'  will  rejoice  in  thy  falvation,  and  in  the  name  of  our 
'*  God  we  will  fet  up  our  banners. — Some  truft  in  chariots, 
'^  and  fome  in  horfes ;  but  we  will  remember  the  name  of 
**  the  Lord  our  Goi"  As  alfo  in  all  thofe  places  where 
mention  is  made  of  calling  on  the  name  of  the  Lord,  or 
praifing  the  name  of  the  Lord.  Agreeably  to  this,  wc  find> 


tbc  name  of  the  Lord;  it  i 

amonoft  mankind,  we  are 

by  our  names,  fo  God  is 

difcoveries  be  hath  made  ol 

of  his  perfeaions,  in  behal 

There  are  three  principa 

covered  himfelf  to  mankind 

his  written  word,  and  the  c 

yidence.    Let  us  confider 

juftly  faid  to  be  his  name 

nature. 

I-  -Let  us  confider  die  \ 

.  God.     He  hath  engraven  hi 

ftands ;  he  hath  engraven  ii 

which  every  intelligent  creal 

weak  and  ignorant  may  eafil' 

Ihe  heavens  declare  the' 

"  ™«nt  flieweth  his  handy 

"  the  invifible  things  of  hi; 

"worU,  are  clearly  feen;  b< 

"  that  are  made,  even  his  eta 

Are  men  ignorant  of  Go( 

iikc  to  retain  him  in  their  kn 
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**  Thou  knoweft  my  down-fitting  and  mine  up-rifing,  thoti 
^*  underftandeft  my  thought  a&r  off.  Thou  compafleft 
**  my  path,  and  my  lying  down,  and  art  acquainted  with 
"  all  my  ways.  For  there  is  not  a  word  in  my  tongue^ 
*•  but  lo,  O  Lord,  thou  knoweft  it  all  together.  Thpu 
^^  haft  befct  me  behind  and  before,  and  laid  thine  hand 
**  upon  me.  Such  knowledge  is  too  wonderful  for  me ; 
"  it  is  high,  I  cannot  attain  unto  it.  Whither  (hall  I  go 
*'  from  thy  fpirit  ?  or  whither  fhall  I  flee  from  thy  pre- 
"  fence  ?'*  It  will  fell  more  properly  under  the  following 
head  to  (hew,  how  tbe  righteous  run  into  the  name  of 
God  as  a  strong  tower.  We  now  confider  only  his  works 
as  fhewing  forth  his  glory.  See,  to  this  purpofe,  the  for- 
tieth chapter  of  Ifaiah,  from  the  12th  verfe  and  onward. 
"  Who  hath  meafured  the  waters  in  the  hollow  of  his 
**  hand,  and  meted  out  heaven  with  a  fpan,  and  compre- 
**  hended  the  duft  of  the  earth  in  a  meafure,  and  weighed 
^^  the  mountains  in  fcales,  and  the  hills  in  a  balance  f 
"  Who  hath  direCked  the  fpirit  of  the  Lord ;  or  being  his 
"  counfellor,  hath  taught  him  ?  With  whom  took  he 
^*  counfel,  and  who  inftrufled  him^  and  taught  him  in 
**  the  path  of  judgment,  and  taught  him  knowledge,  and 
•*  fhewed  him  the  way  of  underftanding  ?*' 

2.  God  hath  revealed  himfelf  in  his  written  word; 
there  he  hath  clearly  and  explicitly  written  his  name,  and 
revealed  his  nature  ;  there  all  his  various  perfections,  ex- 
cellent in  themfelves  and  fuitable  to  us,  are  enumerated 
and  explained  :  in  thefe  lively  oracles,  there  is  a  remedy 
not  for  the  uncertainty  of  nature's  light,  but  for  the  dark- 
nefs  of  our  bewildered  underftandings.  Here  we  muft 
not  forget  that  he  hath  in  his  word  clearly  revealed  him- 
felf, as  infinitely  gracious  to  finners  through  Jefus  Chrift. 
This  may  well  be  called  his  name,  becaufe  it  is  the  only 
way  by  which  we  are  brought  to  an  intereft  in  his  favor. 
John  xiv.  6.  "  I  am  the  way,  and  the  truth,  and  the  life. 
**  No  man  cometh  unto  the  Father  but  by  me."  This 
unlocks  the  gates  of  the  ftrong  tower,  and  opens  a  fandlu- 
ary  to  the  finner,  who  is  fleeing  from  the  fword  of  aveng. 
ing  wrath.  **  No  man  hath  feen  God  at  any  time ;  the 
"  only  begotten  Son,  which  is  in  the  bofom  of  tlie  Father, 
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''  he  hath  declared  hira/*  His  name  and  memorial  to  alt 
generations,  is  faid  to  ^'  be  gracious  and  inercifal«  Horn  to 
''  auger,  and  of  great  ktndncfs^  andrepenteih  him  of  the 
''  evil/'  And  it  h  in  Chrift  Jefus,  and  hiscrofs,  that  his 
mercy  is  difplayed  ;  it  isforChnft's  fake  that  his  mercy 
is  beilowetl ;  it  is  by  Clirilt  Jeius  that  every  nierty  is 
difpcnkd :  therefore  we  tnay  apply  to  this  fubje£^,  the 
prophecy  of  Ghrifl  in  Pfal.  xrSu  21.  *'  J  will  declare  rhy 
*^  name  unto  iny  brethren  ;  in  the  midft  of  the  congregm* 
"  tion  will  I  praifc  theeJ* 

3,  In  the  lall  phce,  God  reveals  his  name  in  the  daily 
adniintllratton  of  his  providence*  In  this,  I  include  not 
only  what  regards  the  fopport  and  prefervatton  of  natural 
life,  but  all  ihc  methods  of  his  grace.  The  one  and  ih© 
other  of  thefe  give  us  a  continual  and  fenfible  difplay  of 
the  nature  and  glory  of  God,  What  the  works  of  nacum 
teach  us  to  infer  by  reafon,  what  the  holy  fcripture*  teach 
us  by  information  concerning  God,  the  adminitlratioci  of 
providence,  gives  us  an  opportunity  of  feeing  and  feeling 
in  our  own  experience*  The  appearances  of  God  in  prcK 
vklence,  and  his  gracious  interpofition  in  behalt  of  his 
mvn  people,  are  exprefled  by  his  name's  being  near,  or 
his  name's  being  made  great,  Pfal.  Ixxv.  i.  ''  Unto  thee, 
'^  O  God,  do  we  give  thanks  ;  unto  thee  do  we  give 
*'  thanks  ;  for  that  thy  name  is  near,  thy  wondrous  works 
''  declare."  Pfal.  Ixxvi.  i.  ^'  in  Judali  is  God  known, 
'^  his  name  is  great  in  Ifrael." 

An  experimental  knowledge  of  the  power  and  mercy 
of  God,  is,  of  all  others,  the  mod  complete  and  effedlual. 
'J'o  this  we  may  well  apply  the  w^ords  of  Job,  xlii,  5,  6. 
**  I  have  heard  of  thee  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear,  but  now 
'*  mine  eye  feeth  thee.  Wherefore  I  abhor  myfelf,  and 
*'  repent  in  dufl  and  alhes."  It  is  alfo  probable,  that  the 
Pfalmift  David  often  affixes  this  particular  meaning  to  the 
knowledge  of  God's  name,  as  in  Pf.  ix.  10.  *'  And  they 
''  that  know  thy  name  will  put  their  iruft  in  thee;  for  thou, 
*'  Lord,  haft  not  forfaken  them  that  feek  thee."  For  the 
i'ame  reafon  he  recommends  a  careful  obfervation  of  Pro- 
vidence, as  an  excellent  mean  of  being  partakers  of  di* 
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vine  mercy.  Pfal.  cvii.  42, 43.  "  The  righteous  fhall  fee 
^^  it  and  rejoice,  and  all  iniquity  fliall  ftop  her  mouth. 
*'  Whofb  is  wife,  and  willobTerve  thefe  things,  even  they 
V  fliall  underfiand  the  loving-kindnefs  of  the  Lord." 

I  (hall  conclude  this  head,  by  an  earnell  exhortation  to 
every  one  in  this  aflembly,  to  endeavor  to  underftand 
more  and  more  of  the  name  of  God,  as  it  appears  in  his 
works,  in  his  word,  and  in  his  providence.  Has  he  writ- 
ten it  in  fo  great  a  variety  of  charafters,  and  will  you  not 
take  the  pains  to  obferve  it  ?  O  the  fottiih  folly  of  world- 
ly men  ?  their  curiofity  is  infatiable  to  hear  things  of  no 
moment,  while  they  cannot  be  perfuaded  to  hear  what 
regards  their  own  eternal  ftate.  They  will  run  in  crouds 
to  fee  every  idle  or  pernicious  fight,  if  it  be  called  rare, 
while  they  will  not  open  their  eyes  on  the  magnificence 
and  glory  of  their  Creator's  works. 

But  let  me  in  a  particular  manner,  beg  of  you,  the  care- 
ful obfervation  of  Divine  Providence,  towards  yourfelves 
in  particular.  You  will  find  the  unfpeakable  advantage 
of  it.  It  will  make  God  more  prefent  with  you  than  ever. 
It  will  fct  home  the  obligation  of  every  duty,  and  the  enor- 
mity of  every  fin  upon  the  confcience,  in  a  manner  far 
more  forcible  than  ever.  It  will  alfo  give  every  mercy  a 
richnefs  and  value,  which  it  could  not  derive  from  any 
other  fource ;  jufl  as  the  man  who  has  been  fed  at  a  dif- 
tance,  by  the  llreams  of  a  prince's  bounty,  would  feel  his 
heart  drawn  with  far  fironger  bonds  of  love  and  gratitude, 
were  he  to  be  brought  into  his  prefence,  and  receive  his 
favors  immediately  from  his  own  hand. 

I  am  aware  of  an  obje£tion  againft  this.  Perhaps  fome 
perfons  will  fay,  how  can  I  make  a  particular  application 
of  Providence  ?  how  can  I  certainly  know  the  voice  or 
meaning  of  every  event  that  bcfals  myfelf  or  my  family  ? 
is  there  not  a  great  danger  of  running  into  vifionary  folly 
and  enthufiafm  ?  In  the  remaining  part  of  this  fubjeft,  £ 
iliall  have  occafion  to  fay  more  as  to  the  meaning  of  Pro- 
vidence. In  the  mean  time,  let  me  only  defire  you  to 
begin  by  a  perfonal  application  of  the  unquefiionable 
truths  concerning  Providence,  and  this^will  lead  you  far- 
ther than  you  apprehend,  without  the  leaft  danger  of  mif. 

Vol.  L  -  **  - 
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take.  Is  it  not  certain,  that  "  a  fparrow  falleth  not  to  the 
'^  ground  without  yourheaveiily  Father,  and  that  tbe  very 
*'  hairs  of  your  head  are  all  numbered  by  him-"  Is  it  nor 
or  the  Lord's  mercy  then,  that  you  awakened  this  mom* 
ing,  and  did  not  flecp  the  fleep  of  death  ?  If  you  had  done 
fo,  were  you  ready  for  it  f  Do  you  knovir  how,  when,  or 
hoiv  loon  it  may  be  fo  ?  Were  you  engaged  in  any  fcene 
of  intemperance,  lewd nefst  debauchery  ?  and  would  that 
hare  been  a  proper  fcene  for  death  ?  Have  you  been  pre- 
fer ved  from  any  imminent  danger,  recovered  from  any 
threatening  diforder  ?  Is  not  that  a  mercy  ?  Has  the  de* 
fire  of  your  eyes  been  taken  away  by  a  llroke  ?  Have  you 
heard  the  reproach  of  many  on  every  fide  ?  Is  not  this  the 
will  of  God  ?  Whether  does  it  call  for  patience  or  pride  ? 
Have  you  foSered  in  your  fubllance  ?  Whether  does  tliis 
teach  you  to  lov^e  the  world  or  to  defpife  it  ? — Is  there  any 
uncertainty  here  ?  Believe  it,  Chriflians,  a  perfonal  ap^ 
plication  of  the  truths  relating  to  Divine  Providence, 
w 013 Id  reveal  as  it  were  a  new  world  to  you,  and  would 
make  the  paths  oFGod  towards  you  every  day  more  inteU 
ligible,  every  day  more  profitable,  and  (hall  I  not  add, 
every  day  more  comfortable. 

II.  We  proceed  now  to  the  fecond  thing  propofed,  viz. 
what  is  implied  in  the  righteous  running  into  the  name  of 
the  Lord  as  a  strong  to\ver.  The  word  tower ^  efpeciaJly 
when  joined  with  the  epithet  strongs  immediately  conveys 
to  the  mind  the  idea  of  proteftion  and  defence.  It  evi- 
dently alludes  to  the  (late  of  many  ancient  nations  and 
tribes,  who  were  continually  expofed  tohollile  inroads  and 
invafions,  and  were  obliged  to  have  cafiles  and  towers  as 
places  of  refuge  and  fecurity  ;  and  this  is  far  from  being 
an  improper  image  of  the  ftate  of  a  child  of  God  in  this 
prefent  world,  whether  we  confider  the  common  calami- 
ties to  which  he  is  liable  as  a  man,  or  the  peculiar  trials 
with  which  he  may  be  afflided  as  a  good  man.  To  have 
a  clear  view  of  the  import  of  the  metaphor,  we  need  only 
confider  fome  parallel  places,  where  we  find  the  fame  ex- 
preflion,  and  others  of  the  fame  meaning,  Pfal.  xviii.  2,  3. 
"  The  Lord  is  my  tocVl^.Mxv\^  fexlttfe^and  my  deliver- 
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"  cf ;  my  God,  my  ftrength,  in  whom  I  will  truft ;  my 
"  buckler,  and  the  horn  of  ^my  falvation ;  and  my  high 
"  tower.  I  will  call  upon  the  Lord,  who  is  worthy  to  be 
*^  praifed,  fo  fball  I  be  faved  from  mine  enemies."  Pfal. 
xxvii.  I,  2.  "  The  Lord  is  my  light  and  my  falvation, 
'^  whom  fliall  I  fear  ?  the  Lord  is  the  ftrcngth  of  my  life, 
"  of  whom  ftiall  I  be  afraid  ?  When  the  wicked,  even 
"  mine  enemies  and  my  foes,  came  upon  me,  to  eat  up. 
"  my  flefti,  they  (tumbled  and  fell.''  Pfal.  Ixi.  2,  3, 4. 
**  From  the  end  of  the  earth  will  I  cry  unto  thee,  when 
^*  my  heart  is,  overwhelmed  :  lead  me  to  the  rock  that  is 
"  higher  than  L  For  thou  haft  been  a  Ihelter  for  me,  and 
**  a  ftrong  tower  from  the  enemy.  I  will  abide  in  thy  ta- 
**  bemacle  for  ever ;  I  will  tnift  in  the  covert  of  thy  wings. 
"  Selah."  When  we  hear  a  good  man  ufing  fuch  exprd* 
fions  as  thefe,  we  may  gather,  with  the  greateft  certainty 
and  cleamefs,  what  is  the  general  import  of  God's  being 
a  Strang  tower j  namely,  that  he  is  a  moft  powerful  protec* 
tor ;  that  his  almighty  Providence  is  the  fureft  and  ftrong- 
eft  defence  againft  all  enemies  of  whatever  kind,  let  their 
art,  their  activity,  their  malignity,  be  what  they  will. 

Though  this  may  not  feem  to  need  any  further  expli- 
cation ;  yet,  for  the  afliftance  and  dire£tion  of  ferious  per- 
fons,  let  us  confider  a  little  what  is  implied  in  tbe  rightc- 
ous  rimnitig  into  this  tower  for  their  prote£tion.  This  is 
the  rather  neceffary,  that  though  it  is  the  privilege,  the 
duty,  and  the  pra£tice  of  the  fer^ants  of  God,  to  make 
Him  their  defence  and  ftay,  yet  they  may  be  faulty  and 
defe£tive  in  this  part  of  their  duty,  and  fufier  a  proportion* 
al  lofs  in  point  of  comfort. 

I.  Then,  running  to  tbe  name  of  God  as  tbeir  strong 
tower^  implies  the  lively  exercife  of  faith  both  in  the  pow- 
er and  willingnefs  of  God  to  proteft  them.  It  is  only  by 
faith  that  we  can  go  to  an  invifible  God.  As  faith  muft 
be  the  principle  of  all  acceptable  fervice  to  God,  fo  faith  is 
evidently  the  immediate  mean  of  all  truft  in  or  enjoyment 
of  God.  Therefore  it  is  faid,  with  the  greateft  propriety, 
"  the  juft  fliall  live  by  faith." 

You  may  obferve,  I  have  faid  the  lively  exercife  of  faith ; 
for,  befides  the  habitual  perfuaiion  of  the  great  tcv\v\&&^^\^- 


tbe  name  of  God  as  his  strong  tciier. 
*'  the  earth  is  the  Lord's,  and  the  1 
his  wifdom  is  infinite  ;  and  that,  if  i 
he  can  ealily  find  a  way  of  beftowing 
*'  O  fear  the  Lord  ye  his  faints ;  foi 
••^  them  that  kzx  him.  The  young  I 
**  fcr  hunger :  but  they  that  fcek  the 
**  any  good  thing.*'  He  dwells  upc 
fence  and  the  fpecial  providence  of 
to  reafon  down  his  anxiety  and  fear. 
it  in  the  words  of  our  blcfled  Savioi 
the  33d  verfe,  "Therefore,  I  fay  unto 
"  for  your  life,  what  ye  fliall  eat,  or 
•*  nor  yet  for  your  body  what  ye  Iha 
**  life  more  than  meat,  and  the  body 
Jj  **  hold  the  fowls  of  the  air ;  for  they 

**  they  reap,  nor  gather  into  barns 
"  Father  feedeth  them.  Are  ye  ni 
"  they  ?  Which  of  you,  by  taking  1 
**  cubit  unto  his  ftature  ?  And  why 
*'  raiment  ?  Confider  the  lilies  of 
,-,  **grow;  they  toil  not,  neither  do  th 

X  "  fay  unto  you,  that  even  Solomon, 

jij  **  not  arrayed  like  one  of  thefe.     \ 
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Is  the  believer  diftrefled  with  enemies,  malicious,  pow- 
erful,  implacable  ?  does  he  fuffer,  or  is  he  afraid  of  fuffer- 
ing  from  them,  in  his  name,  in  his  perfon,  in  his  life  it- 
fclf  ?  he  confiders  the  power  of  God  to  fhield  him  from 
their  attacks,  or  more  than  compenfate  all  the  injuries 
which  he  may  receive  firom  them,  and  ftrcngthen  and  ani- 
mate  him  to  a  vigorous  difcharge  of  his  duty  in  oppofition 
them.  Pfal.  iii.  5,  6,  7,  8.  "  I  laid  me  down  and  flept, 
"  I  awaked ;  for  the  Lord  fuftained  me  :  I  will  not  be  a- 
*•  fraid  of  ten  thoufands  of  people  that  have  fet  themfelves 
"  againft  me  round  about.  Arife,  O  Lord ;  fave  me  O 
"  my  God  ;  for  thou  haft  fmitten  all  mine  enemies  upon 
**  the  cheek-bone  ;  tliou  haft  broken  the  teeth  of  the  un- 
"  godly.  Salvation  belongeth  unto  the  Lord ;  thy  bleffing 
"  is  upon  thy  people,  Selah."  He  endeavors  to  deliver 
himfelf  from  the  dittrcffing  fear  of  man,  by  the  reafonable 
and  dutiful  fear  of  offending  God,  Luke,  xii.  4,  6.  '« And 
*'  I  fay  unto  you,  my  friends,  be  not  afraid  of  them  that 
"  kill  the  body,  and  after  that  haveiw  more  that  they  can 
**  do.  But  I  will  forewarn  you  whom  you  (hall  fear :  Fear 
**  him,  which  after  he  hath  killed,  hath  power  to  caft  into 
"  hell,  yea,  I  fay  unto  you,  fear  him."  Dan.  iii.  16,  17, 
18.  "  Shadrach,  Mefticch,  and  Abednego,  anfwered,  and 
"  faid  to  the  king,  O  Nebuchadnezzar  1  we  are  not  care- 
"  ful  to  anfwer  thee  in  this  matter.  If  it  be  fo,  our  God, 
"  whom  we  ferve,  is  able  to  deliver  us  from  the  burning 
"  fiery  furnace  ;  and  he  will  deliver  us  out  of  thine  hand, 
"  O  King !  But,  if  not,  be  it  known  unto  thee,  O  King ! 
"  that  we  will  not  ferve  thy  gods,  nor  worlhip  the  golden 
"  image  which  thou  haft  fet  up." 

Is  the  believer  afraid  of  the  ordinary  evils  of  life  ?  is  he 
of  a  timorous  nature,  trembling  at  the  thoughts  of  the  aft- 
cidents  that  may  befal  him  ?  he  runs  to  the  name  of  God 
as  the  ftipreme  difpofer  of  every  event,  and  thinks  of  the 
invifible  power  that  governs  and  dire£ts  all  vifible  things, 
and  that  the  very  minifters  of  Providence  have  received  a 
charge  concerning  his  people:  Pfal.  xci.  i, — 12.  *•  He 
"  that  dwelleth  in  the  Tecrct  place  of  the  Moft  High  Ihall 
"  abide  under  the  Ihadow  of  the  Almighty.  I  will  fay  of 
*'  the  Lord,  he  is  my  refuge,  and  my  fortrefs ;  my  God, 
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^'  in  him  will  I  trod-  Surely  he  fhall  deliver  ihcc 
^*  the  fnare  of  the  fowler,  and  from  ihc  noifome  pcftilencc* 
'*  He  (hall  cover  thee  with  his  feathers;  and  under  his 
"  wings  ihalt  thou  truft.  His  truth  fhall  be  thy  Shield  and 
*^  buckler*  Thou  (halt  not  be  afraid  for  the  terror  by  night, 
"'  nor  for  the  arrow  that  flielh  by  day  ;  nor  for  the  {^fti 
"  lence  that  m  alketh  in  darknefs ;  nor  for  the  deftruclii 
"  that  wafteth  at  noon  day,  A  thoufand  fliaU  fall  ac  ih 
**  fide,  and  ten  ihoufand  at  thy  right  hand ;  but  il  fhall 
'^  not  come  nigh  thee  :  only  wiih  thine  eyes  (halt  thou 
"  behold,  and  fee  the  reward  of  the  wicked,  bccaufe  thou 
''  haft  made  the  Lord,  which  is  my  refuge,  even  the  Mod 
"  High,  thy  habitation.  There  ftiali  no  evil  befal  thee, 
*^  neither  Ihall  any  plague  come  nigh  ihy  dwelling  :  for 
**  he  llxall  give  his  aiigek  charge  over  thee,  to  keep  thee> 
**  in  all  thy  ways/* 

To  the  power  I  joined  the  willingncfs  of  God  to  preferve 
and  protei^t  his  people^  on  their  fmcere  and  humble  appiU 
cation  to  him  for  it.,.  This  is  abfolulely  necelTary  as  t 
part  of  the  obje£l  of  faith.  It  would  be  in  vain  to  run  to 
any  ilrong  place,  with  a  view  of  being  preferved  from  our 
enemies,  unlefs  we  have  fome  ground  to  hope  we  fliall  be 
rectived  into  ;  and  it  would  be  madnefs  to  flee  to  a  lortrefs 
kept  by  an  enemy ;  but  God  is  every  righteous  man*s 
friend  :  all  the  divine  perfedlions  are  engaged  for  his  wel- 
fare :  and  therefore  he  may  confidently  run  to  God  from 
every  danger,  and  be  alTured  both  of  a  kind  welcome,  and 
of  all  that  fafety  which  is  neceflary  for  him. 

Faith,  in  this  refpeft,  has  an  immediate  relation  to  the 
promifes  of  God.  It  is  his  name,  as  I  obfervcd  on  a  for- 
mer head,  to  which  we  are  to  flee,  as  revealed  in  his  writ- 
ten word  ;  and  much  of  the  life  of  praftical  religion  con- 
fills  in  attending  to  the  tenor,  and  in  a  daily  application  of 
the  promifes.  God  himfelf  requires  us  to  call  upon  him 
in  a  time  of  trouble,  Pfal.  1.  15.  ''  And  call  upon  me  in 
**  the  day  of  trouble  ;  I  will  deliver  thee  ;  and  thou  fiialt 
**  glorify  me."  Nay,  he  is  gracioufly  pleafed  to  reckon 
our  calling  upon  him  an  eflential  charader  of  his  own  pec- 
pie,  Zech.  xiii-  9.  *'  And  I  will  bring  the  third  part 
'*  through  the  fire,  and  will  refine  them  as  filver  is  refined. 
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^*  and  will  try  them  as  gold  is  tried ;  they  ihall  call  on  my 
^  name^  and  I  will  hear  them  :  I  will  fay,  it  is  my  people ; 
•*  and  they  (hall  fay,  the  Lord  is  my  God."  He  is  pleafed 
to  cftcem  this,  as  giving  him  the  glory  of  his  truth  and 
&ithfulnefs,  wifdoni,  power,  and  goodnefs,  which  we  find 
reprefented  in  fcripture  as  fo  many  chambers  of  proteftion 
into  which  the  righteous  are  called  to  enter  for  I'afcty  and 
prefervation,  Ifa.  xxvi.  20.  *'  Gome,  my  people,  enter 
*•  thou  into  thy  chambers,  and  (hut  thy  doors  about  thee ; 
**  hide  thyfclf  as  it  were  for  a  little  moment,  untU  the 
**  indignation  be  over-paft." 

I  (hall  only  further  obferve,  that  faith  in  both  thefe  re^ 
fpedts,  as  applying  the  power  and  prpmife  of  God,  receives 
very  much  ttrength  from  the  examples  of  his  mercy,  ei. 
ther  towards  ourfelves  or  others.  His  name  is  recorded 
in  every  page  of  the  hiftory  of  providence.  And  his  peor 
ple^  cannot  in  a  more  proper  or  efleftual  n>anner,  run  into 
it  as  a  strong  tower ^  than  by  confidering  and  weighing  the 
examples  of  divine  interpofition,  in  behalf  of  his  faithful 
fervants.  For  this  reafon,  is  fo  great  a  part  of  the  holy 
Scriptures  hiftorical ;  becaufe  they  ferve,  in  a  more  efFec- 
tual  manner,  to  engrave  the  truths  of  religion  both  on  the 
memory  and  heart.  Many  can  remember  what  befel 
Abraham,  David,  Samuel,  Daniel,  and  others,  who  would 
forget  the  precepts  delivered  them  in  a  more  abllradl  man- 
ner. And  every  one  muft  be  fenfible,  that  the  inflruftions 
which  arife  clearly  and  obvioufiy  from  hiftorical  facts, 
come  home  upon  the  confcience  with  a  degree  of  evi- 
dence, fuperior  to  any  thing  that  flows  merely  from  the 
dedudions  of  reafon.  May  not  the  Chriftian,  with  great 
advantage,  fay,  "  Do  I  not  ferve  an  everlafting  and  un- 
**  changeable  God  ?  Is  he  not  the  fame  yefterday,  to-day, 
*'  and  forever  ?  Is  his  hand  at  all  (hortened,  that  it  can- 
**  not  fave ;  or  his  ear  heavy,  that  it  cannot  hear  ?  Is  not 
"  he  who  iavcd  David  the  ftripling,  from  the  ftrength  of 
**  Goliah ;  who  faved  Daniel  from  the  power  of  the  lions; 
**  and  in  many  other  inftances,  aflUfted  and  delivered  his 
"  own  people,  when  employed  in  his  fervice,  able  to  fave 
**  me  from  the  power  of  the  enemy,  and  to  carry  me 
^  through  all  the  trials  of  this  earthly  Rate,  whether  they 
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*'  arife  from  temptation  or  fuffering  ?"  I  hope  I  need  not 
tell  you  to  apply,  in  the  fame  manner,  all  that  jou  hav^ 
learned  of  tlic  wiHom  or  goodnefs  of  Providence,  fror 
reading  or  convtrfauon.     For  this  reafon,  the  PlalmiH  d^^ 
dares  hrs  refolution  of  communicating  the  mercy  of  Gc 
to  his  foul,  PLK  IxvL  i6.  ''  Come  and  hear,  all  yc  tha| 
*"  fear  God»  and  I  will  declare  what  be  hath  done  for  mj 
''  fotil** 

SaiFer  me  here  to  fay,  that  I  cannot  fee  a  fhadow  of  rea^^ 
fon  why  Chnfnans  fliould  not  imitate  the  Pfa! mill's  tx^i 
ample,  in  imparting  their  experience  of  divine  grace^  forJ 
their  mutual  inftratlton  and  confolaiion.     If  the  ftudentj 
will  communicate  his  Intel leQual  difcoveries  ;  if  the  nalUi 
oil  ft  will  communicate  his  iafls  and  obfervations  ;  if  die 
tmdefman  will  communicate  his  attainments  in  his  profef-i 
lion;  if  no  man  fcruples  to  cummunicate  what  he  battij 
known  to  be  uleW,  for  the  health  of  the  body ;  tell  mc^ 
ye  fcorners,  what  l])ould  hinder  the  Chriflian  to  commu-^ 
nicate  to  his  fellow -fervants,  what  n^ay  ferve  for  their  fpi-. 
ritual  confoladon  and  peace  ? 

But  if  our  mutual  experience  may  be  ferviceable  to 
each  other,  how  much  more  mull  tlie  pa  ft  goodnefs  of  God 
towards  then;lVlves,  encoiM-:.;:;e  his  children  to  put  their 
trud  in  him?  Mow  jull  and  beautiful  the  Pfalmift's  re-. 
flection,  Pihl,  Ixiii.  7.  ''  Becaufe  thou  haft  been  my  help; 
'*  iherelore  in  the  fliado\v  of"  thy  wings  will  I  rejoice."  In 
the  fame  manner  he  recovers  from  his  doubts  and  fears, 
Pfal.  Ixxvii.  5  — 12.  ''  I  have  confidered  the  days  of  old, 
*•  the  years  of  ancient  times  ;  I  call  to  remembrance  my 
*■•  fong  in  the  night  ;  1  tommune  with  mine  own  heart, 
'*  and  my  fpirit  made  diligent  fcarch.  Will  the  Lord  caft. 
"  off  for  ever?  and  will  he  be  favorable  no  more  ?  Is  his 
*'  mercy  clean  gone  forever?  doth  his  promife  fail  for 
*^  evermore  ?  Hath  God  for^^otten  to  be  gracious  ?  hath  he 
*'  in  anger  fliut  up  his  tender  mercies  ?  Selah.  And  I 
*'  faid,  this  is  my  infirmity;  but  I  will  remember  the 
*'  years  of  the  right  hand  of  the  Moft  High.  I  will  re- 
'*  member  the  works  of  the  Lord,  furely  I  will  remember 
**  thy  wonders  of  old." 


V)bo  trust  in  God.  517 

Thus,  my  brethren,  the  believer  runs,  by  faith,  into  the 
name  of  God  as  bis  strong  tovjer;  and  as  he  who  once 
gets  into  what  he  thinks  an  impregnable  fortrefs,  will 
fpeak  to  his  enemies  in  the  language  of  difdain  and  defi- 
ance ;  fo  he  who  hath  repofed  his  confidence  in  an  al- 
mighty Proteftor,  may  tread  upon  the  necks  of  his  ene- 
mies ;  may  be  confident,  that  through  God  he  ihall  do 
valiantly.  Neither  is  it  any  fable,  but  matter  of  certain 
experience,  that  many,  "  through  faith  have  fubdued 
^'  kingdoms ;  wrought  righteoufnefs ;  obtained  promifes ; 
*^  flopped  the  mouths  of  lions  ;  quenched  the  violence  of 
"  fire  ;  efcaped  the  edge  of  the  fword ;  out  of  weakncfs 
"  were  made  flrong ;  waxed  valiant  in  fight ;  turned  to 
**  flight  the  armies  of  the  aliens.''  Heb,  xi,  33,  34* 

2.  The  righteous  runneth  into  the  name  of  God  as  a 
strong  tower  by  the  cxercife  of  fervent  prayer.  Prayer  is 
the  immediate  and  dire£t  means  of  imploring  the  divine 
affiflance  and  prote£tion.  Faith  is  the  habitual  principle, 
and  prayer  is  the  aflual  application  of  it.  Many  are  the 
precepts  in  Scripture  enjoining  the  diligent  exercife  of  this 
duty.  Col.  iv.  2.  "  Continue  in  prayer,  and  watch  in 
**  the  fame  with  thankfgiving."  1  Theff.  v.  17.  "  Pray 
*•  without  ceafing.'*  Many  are  the  promifes  of  a  gracious 
anfwer  to  our  prayers.  Matth.  vii.  7.  "  Alk,  and  it  Ihall 
^*  be  given  you ;  feek  and  ye  fhall  find ;  knock,  and  it 
**  Ihall  be  opened  unto  you." — xxi.  22.  "  And  all  things 
"  whatfoever  ye  (hall  alk  in  prayer,  believing,  ye  fhall  re- 
"  ceive/'  John  xiv.  13.  **  And  whatfoever  ye  fliall  afk 
**  in  my  name,  that  will  I  do ;  that  the  Father  may  be 
"  glorified  in  the  Son,'*  There  are  alfo  exhortations  to 
importunity  in  prayer.  Luke  xviii.  1.  **  And  he  fpake  a 
^^  parable  unto  them,  to  this  end,  that  men  ought  always 
**  to  pray,  and  not  to  faint."  Many  affurances  of  the 
fuccefs  of  prayer.  Pfal.  xxxiv.  6,  17.  "  This  poor  man 
"cried,  and  the  Lord  heard  him,' and  favedhim  out  of  all 
"  his  troubles.  The  righteous  cry,  and  the  Lord  heareth, 
"and  delivereth  them  out  of  all  tfieir  troubles."  Many 
examples  of  the  power  and  efiicacy  of  prayer,  as  in  Jacob, 
David,  Daniel. — It  &M|^^tinly  an  eflential  chara£ter  of 

true  piety^  to  be  fP^tff^^^t^^^  c^^*  4"  ^^  ^^  ^Y 
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"  love  tbfcy  are  my  advcrfarics,  but  I  gave  myfcif  un 
'*  pruycn'*  I  forbear  enkrging  ofithefc  particukrly,  and 
fliall  only  fay,  tlut  it  t5  quiie  neceffary,  in  order  lo  out 
nmning  inta  tbe  name  of  God  as  a  strmig  towcr^  Thoiigli 
he  kiioweth  all  our  wains  pcrfeftly,  he  requires  ibat  we 
implore  his  aflllhnce  by  prayer-  Phil.  4, 6,  **  Be  csirefiil 
*^  ibr  nothing,  bui  in  every  ihlngby  prayer  and  fuppUca* 
**  tion,  with  thankfgiving,  let  your  requells  be  made  know 
**  unto  God/* 

The  truth  is,  prayer  is  tbe  natural  remedy  to  which  all 
are  ready  to  fly  in  ciilrcniity-  Even  bad  men  are  difpofed 
to  cry  unto  God  in  great  diOrclSf  but  his  own  children 
are  more  habituaijy  exercifed  to  the  duty^and  is  they  on^ 
ly  do  it  on  proper  principles^  and  with  proper  dilpofitionia 
fo  they  only  have  the  promife  x)f  acceptance,  and  fuccefi* 
Jam.  V,  i6,  "  The  eSe£luat  fervent  prayer  of  a  righEeotifi. 
*^  man  availeth  much-" 

3,  In  the  laft  place,  T2)C  rigbieaus  rutmetb  inta  ibc 
name  of  God  as  a  strong  iinver^  by  diligence  in  his  duljr^t 
This  alfo  is  necefTary  and  infeparable  from  a  child  of  God; 
and  in  order  to  take  a  diflintl  view  of  the  Chrillian's  dili- 
gence,  in  this  particular  light,  as  the  foundation  of  trull, 
you  may  obferve,  diat  it  implies  thefe  following  things, 
{i.)  Diligence  in  all  duties  in  general ;  in  order  to  afcer- 
tain  his  charafter,  and  to  be  aflured  of  the  divine  favor 
and  prote£lion,  the  promifes  of  deliverance,  of  flrength 
and  prcfervation,  are  all  made  to  thofe  who  ferve  God  in 
iincerity.  There  is  no  fuch  thing  as  a  promife  in  any  part 
of  fcripture  to  a  bad  man,  as  fuch.  There  are  alfo  the 
inoft  pofitive  and  gracious  affurances  of  powerful  fupport 
in  fuffering,  and  all  neceflary  help  to  thofe  who  truly  fear 
God,  Ifa.  xliii.  i,  2.  "  But  now,  thus  faith  the  Lord,  that 
*'  created  thee,  O  Jacob !  and  he  that  formed  thee,  O  If- 
"  rael !  Fear  not,  for  I  have  redeemed  thee  ;  I  have  call- 
**  ed  thee  by  thy  name,  thou  art  mine.  When  thou  pafleft 
'*  through  the  waters,  I  will  be  with  thee ;  and  through 
."  the  rivers,  they  ihall  not  overflow  thee.  When  thou 
"  walked  through  the  fire,  thou  flialt  not  be  burnt ;  neither 
"  Ihall  the  flame  kindle  upon  thee/*  Nay,  the  moft  ex- 
pre&  declar^ioos,  that  all  things  ihall  ilTue  to  their  ad- 
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vantage,  however  difcouraging  an  afpe€t  they  may  wear  for 
a  feafon.  Rom.  viii.  28.  '^  And  we  know,  that  all  things 
^*  work  together  for  good,  to  them  that  love  God,  to  them 
"  who  are  the  called  according  to  his  purpofe."  From 
this  it  plainly  follows,  that  the  very  way  to  run  into  the 
name  of  God,  is,  by  habitual  diligence  in  doing  his  will* 
The  more  we  can,  by  walking  in  his  fear,  keep  clear  our 
title  to  his  fpecial  favor,  the  more  unihaken  truil  and 
confidence  we  may  place  in  his  power  and  mercy,  in  eve* 
rj  trial ;  for  he  hath  not  forfaken  them  that  love  him.  So 
certain  is  this,  that  I  believe  every  experienced  Chriftian 
will  bear  teftimony,  that  when  he  is.  unhinged  by  diftrefs, 
when  he  is  filled  with  anxiety  and  fear  of  any  kind,  it 
arifes  as  much,  or  more,  from  fufpicion  of  himfelf,  and 
doubt  of  his  relation  to  God,  as  from  any  difbelief  of  the 
general  truth,  that  God  will  fupport  and  ftrengthen  hig 
own  people.  Therefore  the  righteous  may  be  faid  to  rttn 
into  the  name  of  Gody  when  they  exercife  themfelves  in 
keeping  confciences  void  of  offence,  and  walk  fo  as  they 
may  humbly  hope  for  his  acceptance  and  approbation. 

(2-)  As  a  good  man  runs  into  his  ftrong  tower,  by  dili* 
gence  in  every  part  of  his  duty  in  general ;  fo  particular, 
ly  by  a  watchful  attention  to  his  conduA,  in  every  time  of 
trial  or  danger-  He  will  be  on  his  guard,  left  by  any  part 
of  his  behaviour  he  provoke  God  to  depart  from  him.  He 
will  then,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  fet  the  Lord  before  him, 
that  he  may,  with  the  greater  confidence,  commit  \i\% 
caufe  and  his  intereft  to  bis  care.  The  foflfering  dilciples 
of  Chrift  are  often  warned  of  the  neceffity  of  tins,  i  Pet. 
iv.  19.  "  Therefore,  let  them  that  fuffer,  according  to 
•*  the  will  of  God,  commit  the  keeping  of  their  fouls  to 
*^  hira  in  well-doing,  as  unto  a  faithful  Creator.*'  Whe- 
ther therefore  the  danger  arifes  from  bodily  diftrefs,  firom 
worldly  lofles,  from  flander  avKl  reproach,  or  from  what- 
ever  other  quarter,  the  firft  and  great  care  of  the  Chriftian 
fhould  be,  to  keep  his  confcience  undefiled ;  and  the  ne-  - 
ceffity  of  this  is  the  greater,  that  fuffering  times  are  always 
times  of  trial*  It  is  no  eafy  matter  to  refifl  the  temptati- 
ons wliich  arife  firom  a  fu&ring  ftate,  ordained  exprefsiy 
for  the  trial  of  our  faith,  which  we  are  tokl,  it  *^  more  pre^ 
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"  cious  than  tlmt  of  gold  which  pcnftictb-'*  Wc  may  he 
tempted  to  impatience  under  calamity,  to  re&ntmeiit  of^ 
injuries,  to  taking  wrong  and  finful  methods  of  nedreft.  ^ 
In  oppofition  to  all  thcfe,  the  fcrvant  of  God  will  be  par- 
ticularly careful  to  avoid  thofe  fins  which  his  fituaiion  in- 
vites him  to^  and  to  difcharge  thofe  duties  which  the  af- 
pect  of  Providence  fcems  to  a{k  ol  him  ;  he  will  confidef 
this  as  the  great  and  only  objett  of  his  attention,  and  free- 
ly commit  the  conduft  of  events,  and  the  iffuc  of  things, 
to  an  all-gracious,  and  Almighty  God*  PfaK  xxxvii*  5,  6. 
"  Commit  thy  way  unto  the  Lord ;  truft  alfo  in  him*  and 
''  he  Ihall  bring  it  to  pafs.  And  he  fliall  bring  forth  thy 
*'  righteoufncfs  as  die  light,  and  thy  judgment  as  the  noon 
"  day.  fl 

(3.)  A  good  man  will  diligently  ufe  every  lawful  mean  * 
for  his  protedlion  and  deliverance*     This  xm^y  be  conJi- 
dereil  as  included  under  the  former  particular,  being  a 
part  of  his  duty-     Trufl  in  God,  is  by  no  means  a  pre-  ^ 
ibmptuous  and  flothful  fecurity^  but  a  patient  dependancc  ™ 
on  the  blefling  of  Providence  in  an  application  to  our  du- 
ty.    To  do  otherwife,  is  juft  what  is  called  in  fcripture, 
tempting  God.     For  the  wifell  purpofes,  God  hath  fixed 
and  fettled  the  relation  between  the  means  and  the  end  ; 
and  we  are  not  to  expeS,  either  in  natural  or  fpiritual 
things,  to  obtain  the  end,  while  we  defpife  the  means- 
Gal,  vi.  7.     "Be  not  deceived,  God  is  not  mocked  ;  for 
"  whatfoever  a  man  foweth,  that  fhall  he  alfo  reap."    But, 

(4.)  In  the  laft  place,  The  good  man  will  renounce  all 
dependance  on  created  help,  as  fuch,  and  place  his  ulti- 
mate  hope  only  on  the  power  and  fovcreignty  of  Divine 
Providence.  He  will  not  ne^lefl:  the  ufe  of  outward 
means,  in  obedience  to  the  command  of  God,  but  will 
look  for  the  expeded  benefit  from  them,  only  by  the  bleif- 
ing  of  God.  The  running  into  a  strojig  iower^  implies  a 
renunciation  of  our  dependance  on  any  thing  elfe,  wc  give 
up  all  other  methods  of  defence,  and  truft  in  it  alone  for 
fccurity.  So  it  is  here.  There  may  be  not  only  a  de- 
pendance on  means  unlawful  in  themfelves,  but  a  finfiul, 
becaufe  an  exccffive  dependance  upon  fuch  as  are  mod 
lawful.     We  fee  this  remark  made  on  Afa.  2  Chron.  xvi. 
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11*  ^  And  Afa,  in  the  thirty  and  ninth  year  of  bis  reign, 
««  was  difeafed  in  his  feet,  until  his  difeafe  was  exceeding 
*^  great :  Yet  in  his  difeafe  he  fought  not  to  the  Lord,  but 
**  to  the  phyficians."  Many  are  the  evidences  we  have 
from  daily  experience,  of  the  weaknefs  and  uncertainty 
of  all  outward  means,  that  we  may  not  be  tempted  to  ido- 
lize them,  or  to  truft  in  them  ;  and  we  find,  in  many  paf- 
Ikges  of  icripture,  an  exprefs  oppofition  ftated  between 
truft  in  God,  aVid  truft  in  human  or  created  help.  PfaL 
cxviii.  8,  9*  *^  It  is  better  to  truft  in  the  Ijord,  than  to  put 
*^  confidence  in  man.  It  is  better  to  truft  in  the  Lord, 
*'  than  to  put  confidence  in  princes.'*  Pfalm  cxlvi.  3. 
*^  Put  not  your  truft  in  princes,  nor  in  the  fon  of  man,  in 
**  whom  there  is  no  help." 

IIL  We  proceed  now  to  the  third  thing  propofcd: 
which  was,  to  confider  the  perfe£fc  fecurity  of  the  righte- 
ous, "mbo  runneth  into  the  name  of  the  Lord  as  a  strong 
timer — the  righteous  runneth  into  it^  and  is  safe.  And 
here  my  brethren,  I  cannot  help  obferving,  that  though 
this  is  a  truth  of  the  moft  manifeft  importance,  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  the  moft  undoubted  certainty,  it  is  what  but 
few  attain  to  the  unfliaken  perfuafion  and  daily  application 
of,  in  their  paflage  through  this  valley  of  tears.  Xn  order 
to  illuftrate  it,  I  ihall  fhortly  confider,  ift.  Wherein  this 
fafety  of  the  righteous  confifts.  2dly,  The  abfolute  cer- 
tainty of  their  being  thus  perferved  fafe. 

We  are  told,  the  righteous  runneth  into  this  tower ^  and 
is  safe.  In  a  perfect  confiftence  with  the  ufe  of  the  me- 
taphor, the  word  might  perhaps  be  better  tranflated,  is 
exalted^  or  placed  on  high.  Now,  their  fafisty,  I  think, 
confifts  in  the  following  particulars,  i.  God»  many  times, 
by  the  courfe  of  his  providence,  preferves  them  from  dan- 
gers which  they  could  not  otherwife  efcape.  Every  good 
man,  who  has  attended,  if  I  may  fo  fpeak,  to  his  own  hif- 
tory ,  muft  have  obferved,  that  he  hath  been  delivered  from 
danger  by  fuch  means  as  were  no  way  the  effe£t  of  bis 
own  prudence  or  forefight,  nor  indeed  could  be;  and 
which  therefore  he  is  conftrained  to  afcribe  to  the  goodnds, 
and  wifilom  of  Providence.    Nay,  fcnactiaics  things  iali 
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out  fo  contrary  to  human  expeflation,  and  the  ordinary 
courfe  of  things,  that  hcis  confiraincd,  with  wonder,  to 
conTefs  the  very  finger  of  God,  He  fomerimes  blafls  the 
counfel  of  the  mckedj  and  makes  their  devices  of  none 
effed.  The  Eg)  ptians  thought  the  Ifraelites  were  fo  in- 
clofcd  in  the  Wildemefs,  with  the  Red  Sea  before  them^ 
and  their  army  at  their  back^  that  it  was  impoffibie  lor 
them  to  efcape :  but  God^  by  a  mighty  band,  and  an  out- 
ilretched  arm,  opened  a  way  for  them  through  the  midft 
of  the  waters,  and  their  enemies  were  drowned  in  ihe 
depths  of  the  fca.  Haman,  no  doubts  ihought  his  Ten- 
geance  fare  againft  all  the  Jews;  but,  when  it  wais  juft 
read)'  to  burft,  God  turned  his  devices  againtl  himfelf,  and 
caufcd  him  to  perifli  by  the  very  means  which  he  had  con- 
trived for  the  dcflruftion  of  the  innocent* 

I  need  not  attempt,  becaufe  indeed  it  is  impc?RibIe»  to 
enumerate  the  various  ways  by  which  the  great  Difpofer 
of  all  things  works  deliverance  in  danger.  He  rometimcs 
changes  the  hearts  of  enemies,  as  he  did  of  Efau  towards 
Jacob — and  of  the  Apoflle  Paul,  when  breathing  out 
threatenings  againll  the  church — He  foinetimes  carves 
out  other  work  for  perfecutors,  as  Saul  was  once  and  again 
called  ofF  from  the  purfuit  of  David  by  the  Philiftines ; 
and  fonietimes  he  makes  the  intended  evil  prove  a  real 
bleffing ;  as  in  the  cafe  of  Jofeph,  in  whofe  hillory  we  have 
one  of  the  mod  beautiful  draughts  of  Providence  that  is 
any  where  to  be  feen,  and  done  with  that  union  of  majefty 
and  fimplicity,  which  fo  remarkably  dillinguifhes  the  fa- 
cred  writings.  The  whole  hundred  and  twenty-fourth 
Pfalm  is  a  celebration  of  divine  power,  and  a  hymn  of 
praife  for  divine  protection.  '*  If  it  had  not  been  the  Lord, 
''  who  was  on  our  fide,  now  may  Ifrael  fay ;  if  it  had  not 
"  been  the  Lord,  who  was  on  our  fide,  when  men  rofe  up 
**  againfl  us^  then  they  had  fwallowed  us  up  quick,  when 
"  their  wrath  was  kindled  againft  us  ;  then  the  waters  had 
"  overwhelmed  us,  the  ftream  had  gone  over  our  foul : 
'*  then  the  proud  waters  had  gone  over  our  foul.  Blefied 
*'  be  the  Lord,  who  hath  not  given  us  as  a  prey  to  their 
^'  teeth.  Our  foul  is  efcaped  as  a  bird  out  of  the  fnare  of 
^  the  fowlers  :  th«  fnare  is  broken,  and  w«  are  efcaped^- 
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^\  Our  help  is  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  who  made  heaven 
"  and  earth." 

I  lliall  only  add,  on  this  head,  that  a  fcrious  perfori, 
vhen  thinkini;  or  fpeaking  of  deliverance  from  danger, 
will  always  confider  fin  as  the  greatefl  danger  :  he  will  re- 
fitdiy  with  the  higheft  pleafure,  on  the  inftances  in  which 
Cod  has  enabled  him  to  difcharge  his  duty  with  condancy* 
Let  me  beg  of  you  to  remember,  with  what  courage  and 
refoiution  the  young  perfons,  Shadrach,  Meihech,  and 
Abednego  fpoke  to  King  Nebuchadnezzar,  and  refilled 
the  threatenings  of  that  powerful  prince.  It  is  worth 
while  to  obferve,  that  they  and  Daniel  feem,  in  that  peri- 
lous  time,  to  have  given  themfelves  much  to  the  exercife 
of  prayer.  Thus,  running  into  the  name  of  God  as  a 
strotig  tonver^  they  obtained  fecurity,  while  other  very  emi- 
nent perfons,  by  trufting  in  themfelves,  or  boailing  of  their 
own  (Irength,  fell  before  temptations  of  a  very  trifling 
kind,  as  Abraham  and  Ifaac  in  denying  their  wives,  and 
the  Apoftle  Peter  in  denying  his  Mailer, 

2.  The  (ecurity  of  the  righteous  confiils  in  the  promife 
of  flrength  and  fupport  in  the  time  of  trial.  Although 
God  preferves  his  people  from  many  dangers,  yet  he  has 
no  where  promifed  them  deliverance  from  all.  On  the 
contrary,  we  are  told,  *'  that  all  that  will  live  godly  in 
^^  Chrift  Jefus  mud  fufler  perfecution  ;  and  that  through 
*^  much  tribulation  we  muft  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
•*  God."  Yet  even  in  thefe  circumftances,  they  are  fafe, 
becaufe  God  is  with  them  in  their  affliAions ;  his  rod  and 
bis  ftaff  powerfully  fupport  them.  Need  I  tell  you,  that 
here,  in  a  particular  manner,  the  text  is  exemplified  : 
The  name  of  the  Lord  is  a  strong  tower  ;  the  righteous 
runneth  into  itj  and  is  safe.  Under  a  fmarting  rod,  what 
can  a  child  of  God  do,  but  enter  into  his  fecret  chambers, 
and  fupplicate  the  affiflance  and  prefence  of  his  reconciled 
Father  ?  and  has  he  not  proroiied  to  grant  it  ?  Ifa.  xliii.  i. 
"  But  now,  thus  faith  the  Lord,  that  created  thee,  O  Jacob! 
**  and  he  that  formed  thee,  O  Ifrtel  I  fear  not ;  for  I  have 
^^  redeemed  thee ;  I  have  called  thee  by  thy  nakne ;  thou 
V  art  mine."  And  has  he  not  many  times,  in  faA,  grant- 
e4  U I   The  three  childna  walking  at  liberty  in  the  midft 
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of  the  fire  with  the  Son  of  Cod,  as  their  companion,  WM 
but  one  inftance  of  what  has  many  times  happened  in 
rvery  age.  Who  would  not  rather  be  in  the  p?ace  of  Paul 
and  Silas,  fmgtng  praifes  to  God  in  their  chains,  than  be 
the  mafter  of  the  world,  with  M  the  danger  and  anxieties 
of  a  throne  ?  Let  me  here  make  an  obfervation,  whidi  1 
think  is  warranted  both  by  fcripture  and  experience,  that 
juft  as  in  point  of  duty,  fo  aifo  in  potnc  of  fuffering,  the 
fecurjty  and  comfort  of  the  people  of  God  depends  upon 
their  running  into,  and,  if  I  may  fo  exprefs  it,  keeping 
within  the  bounds  of  their  ftrong  tower.  If  they  keep 
dole  to  Godt  no  fuffering  will  difconcert  them  ;  no  ene- 
my will  terrify  them  ;  but,  if  they  negleft  this»  they  may 
be  unhinj;ed  by  a  very  flight  trial.  I  hinted  before,  fetf- 
dependance  will  make  men  fall  before  a  very  trifling 
temptation :  but  dependance  on  divine  ftrcngth  will  make 
them  fuperior  to  the  greateft.  In  the  very  feme  manner, 
it  hath  been  often  fecn,  tliat  perfons,  who  have  loft  their 
temper,  or  loft  their  cour^^ge,  in  fufferings  of  no  extraor- 
dinary kind,  when  more  ieverely  tried  have  behaved  in- 
finitely better,  and  being  conftrained  to  flee  to  God  for 
protedion,  have  found  fuch  benefit  from  it,  that  they 
have  flept  in  peace  and  comfort  in  a  loathfome  prifon, 
have  gone  with  an  undaunted  ftep  to  an  ignominious  fcaf- 
fold,  nay,  and  embraced,  with  joy  and  tranfport  a  halter 
or  a  flake. 

3.  In  the  laft  place.  The  righteous  is  fafe  under  the 
divine  proteftion,  as  they  are  fure  of  deliverance  in  the 
end,  and  complete  viftory  over  all  fuflferings  of  every  kind. 
Thus  it  is  faid,  Pfal.  xxxiv.  17,  to  the  end,  "  The  righ- 
"  teous  cry,  and  the  Lord  heareth,  and  delivereth  them 
"  out  of  all  their  troubles.  The  Lord  is  nigh  unto  them 
'*  that  are  of  a  broken  heart,  and  faveth  fuch  as  be  of  a  con- 
*'  trite  fpirit.  Many  are  the  affliClions  of  the  righteous  ; 
**•  but  the  Lord  delivereth  him  out  of  them  all.  He  keep- 
'*  etli  all  his  bones,  not  one  of  them  is  broken.  Evil  fhall 
*'  flay  the  wicked,  and  they  that  hate  the  righteous  fliall 
"  be  defolate.  The  Lord  redeemeth  the  foul  of  his  fer- 
•*  vants  ;  and  none  of  them  that  truft  in  him  fhall  be  de- 
*\folate."     There  is  a  great  beauty  in  this  laft  pafliagc^ 
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which  is  loft  or  concealed  in  our  tranflation  ;  it  lies  in  the 
oppofition  between  the  19th  and  21ft  vcrfes.  The  19th 
vcrfe  runs  thus,  "  Many  are  the  affliftions  of  the  righie- 
*'  ous ;  but  the  Lord  delivereth  him  out  of  them  all."  In 
oppofition  to  this,  it  is  faid,  in  the  21ft  verfe,  as  it  fhould 
be  tranllated,  "  One  evil  fhall  flay  the  wicked  ;  and  they 
"  that  hate  the  righteous  fliali  be  defolate."  This  proba- 
bly points  at  the  great  dilHnguifhing  fecurity  of  good  men, 
that  their  falvation  is  fafe  in  the  keeping  of  God,  and  quite 
beyond  the  reach  of  their  moll  implacable  enemies^  What- 
ever ftraitening  circumftances  they  may  be  reduced  to, 
they  have  treafures  in  heaven,  '*  which  neither  moth  nor 
"  rufl  can  corrupt,  nor  thief  break  through  and  Ileal.*' 
They  may  be  driven  from  their  habitations,  or  baniflied 
from  their  country;  they  may  refemble  thofe  of  whom  \re 
read,  Heb.  xi.  36,  37,  38.  "  And  others  had  trials  of  cruel 
"  mockings,  and  fcourgings ;  yea  moreover  of  bonds  and 
"  imprifonment.  They  were  Honed,  they  were  fawn 
**  afunder,  were  tempted,  were  flain  with  the  fworJ ;  they 
"  wandered  about  in  ftieep  fkins,  and  goat  Ikins  ;  being 
"  deftitute,  afflicted,  tormented,  (of  whom  the  world  was 
"  not  worthy ;)  they  wandered  in  dcferts,  and  in  moun- 
*'  tains,  and  in  dens,  and  caves  of  the  earth ;"  but  tliey 
cannot  be  baniflied  from  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  No  ty- 
rant can  fliut  the  gates  of  Paradife  againft  them  ;  for  they 
have  been  opened  by  him,  *'  w^ho  openeth,  and  no  man 
•'  fliutteth ;  and  flmtteth,  and  no  man  openeth.*'  I  have 
often  read  with  admiration,  both  in  the  infpired  writings 
and  ecclefiaftical  hiftory,  the  patience  and  conftancy  of  the 
martyrs.  How  edifying  is  it  to  obferve,  that  by  witnefling 
a  good  confeflion,  together  with  the  gracious  influence  of 
the  fpirit  of  God,  they  have  become  fuperior  to  the  fear 
of  death,  and  have  been  enabled  to  defpifc  or  pity  the 
weaknefs  of  perfecuting  rage  ?  Sometimes  we  may  clear- 
ly  fee,  the  unrighteous  judges  torn  in  pieces,  with  the  fury 
of  infernal  paffions,  vainly  endeavoring  to  wreak  their 
malice,  by  newly  invented  tortures,  and  the  happy  pri- 
foners,  as  it  were,  already  beyond  their  reach,  while  by 
faith  and  hope  they  are  firmly  afllired  of  "  an  inheritance 
Vol.  I.  3U 
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"  mcorrupuble  and  un^kfiletl,  and  that  fadctli  not  awj^Tj^ 
**  rcrervtd  in  heaven  above.*' 

Having  thus  confidered  the  nature  of  the  good  oinn*s 
fecurit}r;  I  am  now  to  confiJer  the  abralale  certainty  of  it* 
On  this  I  (liail  be  very  Ihort,  it  refts  upon  the  divine  per- 
fcftion,  the  divine  promife,  and  the  experience  oF  the 
Taints.  I.  The  divine  perfcdion.  Is  there  any  iblng 
too  hard  for  the  Alnitgh^^  ?  Is  he  not  the  Lord  of  nature  f 
And  are  not  all  things  obedient  to  his  will  ?  The  great 
enemy  of  fouls,  and  all  his  infiruments  and  agents,  are 
tinder  the  government  of  God*  He  feis  bounds  to  ilteir 
rage,  and  will  not  fufl<^r  tlicm  to  go  fo  much  as  one  hair^s 
bre;idlh  beyond  the  limits  he  hath  appointed  for  thertu 
How  great  then  muR  be  the  fecurity  of  thofc  who  put  tlieic 
trull  in  him  f     Again, 

2.  Confidsr  his  faithful  promife ;  he  hath  fa  id  if*  he 
hath  repeated  it,  he  hath  fworn  it,  that  his  covenant  fhall 
iland  fail  for  ever.  Every  page  of  the  faci"cd  oracles  is 
full  of  the  mod  praclous  afTurances;  and  thcfe  exprefled 
in  the  moti  condefcending  terms*  Pfa*  xci,  i. —  4.  '*  He 
"  that  dv/ellethin  the  Tecret  place  of  the  Moft  High,  fliall 
"  abide  under  the  (hadow  of  the  Almighty.  I  will  fay  of 
''  the  Lord,  he  is  my  refuge  and  my  fortrefs ;  my  God, 
*'  in  him  will  I  truft.  Surely  he  fliall  dtliver  thee  from 
*'  the  fnare  of  the  Ibwler,  and  from  the  noifome  pefiilence. 
'^  He  fiiall  cover  tb.ec  wiih  his  feathers,  and  under  his 
*'  wings  Ihalt  thou  trull :  his  truth  ihall  be  thy  fliield  and 
"  buckler."  Zech.  ii.  8.  ''  He  that  toucheth  you,  touch- 
"  eth  the  apple  of  his  eye.'*  Nay,  the  \cry  minifiers  of 
his  Providence  are  your  attendants.'*  Pfal.  xci.  11.  "For 
*'  he  fliall  give  his  angels  charge  over  thee,  to  keep  thee 
"  in  all  thy  ways." 

3.  Confidcr  the  experience  of  the  faints  ;  they  all,  with 
one  voice,  bear  their  tcfiimony  to  the  divine  faithfulnefs 
and  mercy.  It  is  with  this  pariicidar  view  that  the  Pfalmift 
fays,  in  that  forecited  text,  Pfal.  ix.  10.  "  And  they  that 
*'  know  thy  name  will  put  their  truft  in  thee  ;  for  thou, 
*'  Lord,  hail  not  forfaken  them  that  feek  thee."  And  in- 
deed in  every  age,  Chriftians  of  fianding  and  experience 
are  ready  to  give  their  fandlion  to  the  certainty  of  God's 
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promifes,  and  will  often  confefs  the  greatnefs  of  his  paft 
mercy,  even  while  they  are  chicliuc:  their  own  impatience 
and  dillruft,  that  it  can  fcarcely  fufEce  to  embolden  them 
for  future  duty,  and  prepare  them  for  future  trials^ 

IV.  I  come  now,  in  the  laft  place,  to  make  fome  prac- 
tical improvement  of  what  hath  been  faid.  And,  firft, 
From  what  hath  been  faid,  you  may  fee  the  finfulnefs  of 
diftrull.  Has  God  laid  fo  noble  a  foundation  for  our  de- 
pendance  upon  him  ;  and  are  we  (till  fo  backward  to  the 
duty  ?  Is  not  diftrull  in  fome  meafure  a  denial  of  God 
himfelf  ?  A  denial  of  his  prcfence,  a  denial  of  his  perfec- 
tions, and  difbclief  of  his  promifes  ?  Let  us  all  be  cover- 
ed with  (hame,  when  we  confider  how  much  we  have  al- 
ready diftionored  him,  in  this  refped.  And  let  us  pray, 
that  he  may  enable  us  henceforward  not  only  to  fend  up 
our  cries  to  heaven,  for  relief  in  diftrefs,  but  to  caft  our 
cares  and  burdens  upon  the  Lord,  in  the  faith  "  that  he 
"  will  fuftain  us,  that  he  will  never  fuffer  the  righteous  to 
"  be  moved." 

2.  You  may  fee  the  remedy  of  diftruft,  which  is,  to  be 
more  and  more  acquainted  with  the  name  of  God.  Con- 
template his  glory  in  the  vifible  creation  :  he  may  be  leea 
not  only  in  his  fpreading  out  the  Heavens  like  a  curtain, 
but  in  the  formation  of  the  meaneft  creature  ;  in  a  pile  of 
grafs,  or  in  a  grain  of  fand.  While  you  are  daily  tailing 
his  gifts,  forget  not  to  acknowledge  his  bounty,  in  the  ri- 
fing  fun,  the  growing  corn,  and  the  falling  rain.  Think 
of  his  faithful  word,  read  his  promifes,  lay  them  up  in 
your  memories,  write  them  in  your  hearts;  and  efpecially, 
the  exceeding  great  and  precious  promifes  of  the  everlaft- 
ing  gofpel,  which  may  be  yours,  which  you  are  intreated 
to  accept  as  yours,  and  if  they  be  not  yours,  you  ftiall  ren- 
der an  account  to  himfelf  at  the  laft  day,  for  receiving 

them  in  vain. Think  alfo  of  his  Providence,  all  you 

have  feen,  and  all  you  have  felt,  of  preferving  goodnefs, 
and  of  redeeming  grace ;  and  continue  to  cleave  to  him  as 
your  portion,  in  the  Pfalmift's  words,  Pfalm  xlviii.  14. 
"  This  God  is  our  God,  for  ever  and  ever,  he  will  be  our 
"  guide  even  unto  death.'* 
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3-  In  the  laft  place,  learn  from  hence,  what  is  the  fore  ft 
and  (hortell,  and  indeed,  the  only  fafe  way  erf  deliverance 
from  fuffering-  Flee  to  Goi]  as  your  strong  /wjvr^  by 
pray  errand  fupplication  :  but  with  this,  endeavor  hf  the 
renewed  exercife  of  faith  in  your  Redeemer's  Uood,  to 
afcertain  your  liile  to  the  favor  of  God ;  endeavor  by  a 
fledfafl  adherence  to  your  duty,  to  commit  your  ways  to 
God;  and  fofoon^  and  fo  far^  as  you  have  good  ground 
to  knovr  that  you  are  his  children,  you  ought  to  rcfjft  and 
banifli  every  doubt  of  your  fecurity,  Rom*  viii.  28,  "And 
*^  we  know,  that  all  things  work  together  for  good  to  them 
*'  that  love  God  ;  to  them  who  are  the  called  according  to 
"  his  pQrpofe."  Vcrfe  32,  of  the  fame  chapter,  '"^  He  that 
'*  fpared  not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered  him  up  for  us  all, 
*'  how  fliall  he  not  with  him  alfo  freely  give  us  all  things," 
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THE  NATURE  akd  EXTENT  ojr  VISIBLE  RELIGION: 


SERMON  15. 


MATTHEW  V.  16. 

Let  your  light  so  shine  before  men^  that  they  may  see  ymtr 
good  works y  and  glorify  your  Father  zuhich  is  in  Heaven* 

THERE  are  two  different  divifions  frequently  made 
of  pra£lical  religion.  One,  into  our  duty  to  God^ 
and  our  duty  to  man.  Not  as  though  every  part  of  our 
duty  were  not  to  be  ultimately  referred  to  God,  and  to  be 
done  from  a  regard  to  his  authority  enjoining  it ;  but  bc- 
caufe  there  are  fome  duties,  of  the  performance  of  which 
the  Lord  our  maker,  and  fome  of  which  our  neighbor  is 
the  immediate  objeft.  Another  common  divifion  is  into 
the  hidden  and  the  apparent  part ;  the  inward  frame  and 
temper  of  the  mind,  and  the  outward  life  and  converfa- 
tion.  Tliefe  two  divifions,  though  they  are  near  a-kin  to 
one  another,  and  often  by  indiftinft  fpeakers  in  a  great 
meafure  confounded,  yet  are  by  no  means  one  and  the 
fame ;  and  when  the  difference  is  not  fufficiently  attend- 
ed to,  it  is  followed  by  many  bad  confequences.  It  is 
undeniable  that  God  is  chiefly  delighted  with  truth  in  the 
inward  parts ;  yet  there  are  many  of  the  duties  we  owe  to 
God,  which  ought  to  have  an  outward  exprcffion,  which 
without  it  will  not  be  acceptable  to  him,  but  which  are 
greatly  negle£led  by  thofe  who  imagine  that  a  good  life 
and  conra|Ati|^||^ies  no  more  than  the  performance 
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of  a  few  of  the  mofi  obvious  and  neceflary  focial  virtues. 
The  truth  is,  there  are  few  things  that  feem  to  be  lefs  un- 
dcrfiood  than  the  nature,  extent,  and  obligation  of  vifiblc 
Tt:Ii;;^ion.  Some  lean  to  one  extreme,  and  fomc  to  ano- 
ther. Reproaches  are  mutually  thrown  upon  one  ano* 
ther.  Some  are  blamed  for  too  much  profeffion;  and  \\ysy 
are  ready  to  retort  the  charge,  and  blame  their  atcufers 
iv^idi  at  leaft  equal  jiifiicet  for  too  little,  or  none  at  alL 
In  the  mean  time  there  are  too  few  of  any  fort  who  have 
fuch  a  conduit  and  character  as  really  adorns  the  doQrine 
of  their  Saviour,  and  ferves  for  the  inftrudion  of  finners, 
cr  Uic  edtiication  and  comfort  of  thofe  who  fear  God,  For 
this  reafon  I  have  chofcn  to  infill  a  little  upon  tbefc  words 
of  our  Siiviour  to  his  difciples,  in  his  excellent  fernion  on 
the  mount,  **  Let  your  light  fo  Oiinc  before  men,  that  ihey 
*'  may  fee  your  good  works,  and  glorify  your  Father  which 
*^is  in  heaven/* 

I  am  fcnfible  that  fome^  and  particularly  one  commcn- 
tatar  of  great  eminence,  underfland  thefe  words  as  addrelC- 
cd  only,  or  chiefly,  to  the  twelve  apoIUes;  and  thai  by 
light  is  to  be  underllood  their  do£lriiie»  which  they  were 
to  let,  or  to  fuffer  to  fliine;  freely  to  communicate,  as  they 
had  freely  received  it.  This  they  prefume  to  have  been 
intended,  in  oppofiiion  to  the  Heiithen  philofophers  and 
the  Jewifli  teachers,  who  confined  their  inflruftions  to 
their  fchools,  and  imparted  what  ihey  efleemed  their  moft 
valuable  difcoveries  oaly  to  a  few  felefl  difciples.  To  fup- 
portthis  interpretation,  it  is  alledged,  that  the  metaphor  of 
light  is  conftantly  ufed  in  Scripture  to  hgnify  knowledge  ; 
and  that  of  darknefs,  ignorance.  But  though  this  be  the 
primary  intention  of  the  metaphor,  it  is  furely  fometimes 
carried  on  to  exprefs  the  effcfts  of  knowledge ;  and  not 
only  walking  in  the  light  (as  i  John  i.  7,)  but  flilning  as 
lights  in  the  world,  (as  in  Phil.  ii.  15,)  an  expreffion  al- 
moft  the  fame  with  that  in  our  text,  is  ufed  to  fignify  holU 
nefs  of  life.  Befides,  I  do  not  think  the  above  interpre- 
tation can  be  made,  without  fome  conftraint,  to  agree 
with  the  expreflion  in  the  lad  part  of  the  verfe,  *'  that  they 
'^  may  fee  your  good  works."  1  underlland  the  words^ 
therefore,  as  originally  addrelTed  to  all  who  then  heard  our 
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Lord's  difcourfe,  and  now  to  all  profefling  Chriflians  ;  and 
by  the  expreffion,  *•  Let  your  light  fo  fliine  before  men, 
**  that  they  may  fee  your  good  works  ;"  that  the  holinefs 
and  purity  of  their  converfation  (hould  be  vifible  and  emi- 
nent ;  that  men,  by  obferving  it,  might  be  conftrdined  to 
acknowledge  the  truth  and  power  of  the  principles  which 
produced  it,  and  perfuaded  to  yield  themfelves  alfo  to  their 
government. 

In  difcourfmg  upon  this  fubjeft,  what  I  propofe,  through 
divine  afliftance,  is, 

L  To  illullrate  the  meaning  and  extent  of  the  exhorta- 
tion, Let  your  light  so  shine  before  men^  that  they  may 
see  your  good  works : 

II.  To  illullrate  the  motives  with  which  it  is  enforced, 
as  they  are  contained  in  the  text,  the  glory  of  God,  and 
the  good  of  others :  And,  in  the  laft  place,  to  make  fonie 
practical  improvement  of  what  may  be  faid. 

I.  In  the  firft  place,  then,  let  us  confider  the  extent 
and  meaning  of  the  exhortation,  "  Let  your  light  fo  fhinc 
*'  before  men,  that  they  may  fee  your  good  works.*'  This, 
in  general,  includes  the  whole  of  vifible  religion ;  every 
part  of  the  duty  of  a  Chriftian,  to  which  his  neighbors  are 
or  may  be  witneffes.  And  here  it  is  of  importance  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  though  the  inward  temper  of  the  mind  is  not  in 
itfelf  and  immediately  the  objefl  of  human  obfervation ; 
and  though  there  may  be,  and  there  is,  much  hypocrify  in 
the  world ;  yet  every  difpofition  of  the  heart  hath  a  natural 
and  genuine  expreffion,  and  may  be  more  clearly  or  more 
obfcurely  difcerned  by  fome  outward  fymptoms.  There 
are  therefore  few  grofler  miftakes  than  to  fuppofe,  either 
that  no  conclufions  will,  or  that  none  ought,  to  be  drawn 
by  the  world  about  us,  concerning  our  inward  difpofitions, 
from  our  outward  carriage.  So  eftabliflied  is  the  connexi- 
on between  them,  that  hypocrites  are  ufually  much  more 
fuccefsful  in  deceiving  themfelves  than  the  world.  On 
the  other  hand,  thofe  who,  from  a  real  or  pretended  fear  of 
the  imputation  of  hypocrify,  put  off  all  outward  appear- 
ances of  devotion,  and^AH^^om  all  exprefBons  of  the 
inward  exercife  of  llidtH^^VHIvdly  perfuade  any 
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impartial  perfoTi,  that  the  hidden  fource  h  flrong  zf0\ 
plentiful,  when  the  ft  reams  which  IliouW  ifliic  from  it  ftre 
fo  eafily  concealed*  Other  natural  afiedions  of  the  niind^ 
as  foiTOw,  auger,  and  joy,  do  immediately  dlfcovcr  titem- 
fclves  in  the  countenance  and  carriage  ;  and  though  they 
may  be  refVraiiied  and  moderated^  can  fcarceiy  be  ubolly 
or  long  concealed :  Why  then  Ciould  it  be  otherwjfe  with 
rtiUgious  afieO-ions,  which  are  nt  leaft  as  jyfl  in  iheir  na- 
ture, and  much  more  noble  in  tlieir  object  ?  I  am  afraid  we 
TOuy  fay,  with  too  much  truth,  tliat  there  is  but  little  real 
religion  in  the  world  at  pr^fent;  and  yet  even  that  rmlc 
is  often  Jn  a  mod  fhameful  and  cowardly  maimer,  diflfcm- 
bled  or  denied. 

But  becaufe  the  impreffion  of  general  truths  rs  but  fcL  i 
dom  llrong  or  tafling,  I  fhall  add  a  few  parlicular  obJcnri- 
lions,  for  openinj^  the  meanin;;  and  extent  of  this  exhor-  j 
tat  ion.  Lei  your  ligbi  shine  btjhre  men,--^^  Ai^d^  in  the  H 
Jirst  place.  If  you  would  make  your  light  to  (hine  befott  ™ 
the  world,  you  muft  be  careful  of  the  pra£lice  of  fuch  du- 
ties as  are  moll  rare  and  uncommon;  and  that  whether 
their  being  fo  arifes  from  the  difficulty  of  the  duties  them- 
felves,  or  iVom  the  peculiar  degeneracy  and  contrary  prac. 
tice  of  any  particular  a^c  or  place.  The  metaphor  itfelf 
will  teach  you  this.  Nothing  can  be  faid  to  Ihine,  but 
that  which  throws  out  a  diftinguifhed  lufire,  in  comparifon 
of  other  objefts.  Thofe  who  are  but  as  other  men,  ami 
do  no  way  excel  the  world  about  them,  cannot  poillbly 
bring  any  honor  to  their  profeffion,  or  be  properly  faid  to 
make  their  light  tofliine.  Thus  our  Saviour  argues,  in 
recommending  a  very  rare  and  eminent  virtue,*  "  But 
**  I  fay  unto  you.  Love  your  enemies,  blefs  them  that 
•*  curfe  you,  do  good  to  them  that  hate  you,  and  pray  for 
**  them  which  defpitefully  ufe  you,  and  perfecute  you. — 
**  For  if  ye  love  them  that  love  you,  what  reward  have  ye  ? 
•*  do  not  even  the  publicans  the  fame  ?  And  if  ye  falute 
**  your  brethren  only,  what  do  ye  more  than  others  ?'* 

I  obferved,  in  entering  upon  this  particular,  that  the 
pradice  of  fome  duties  may  be  uncommon,  either  from 
the  difficulty  of  tlie  duties  tbcmfclves,  or  liie  peculiar  de- 

»   Matlh.  V.   11,  4  6,  47. 
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generacy  of  any  particular  age  or  place.  The  firft  of  thefe 
happens  in  all  thofe  cafes  in  which  the  law  of  God,  from 
its  purity  and  fpirituality,  is  moft  immediately  contrary 
to  the  bent  of  carnal  aSeflion.  For  though  it  be  true  in 
general,  as  the  apoftle  Paul  tells  us,*  that  "  the  carnal 
,  **  mind  is  enmity  againft  God ;  for  it  is  not  fubjeft  to  the 
"  law  of  God ;  neither  indeed  can  be  ;"  yet  this  enmity 
is  much  ftronger  in  fome  cafes  than  in  others.  Some  of 
thofe  gracious  difpofitions  which  Ihone  in  the  man  Chrift 
Jefus  when  he  dwelt  among  us,  fbll  of  grace  and  truth, 
and  which  he  fo  ardently  recommends,  fuch  as,  contempt 
of  the  world,  and  heavenlinefs  of  mind,  mecknefs,  humi- 
lity, the  forgivenefs  of  injuries,  and  the  love  of  our  ene- 
mies, are  much  more  oppollte  to  the  tendency  of  corrupt 
nature,  than  fome  other  parts  of  the  moral  law.  Or,  to 
fpeak  more  properly,  it  is  only  by  an  obedience  to  the 
will  of  God,  carried  to  this  degree,  and  manifeftly  flowing 
from  fuch  principles,  and  fuch  an  inward  temper,  that  we 
can  make  our  light  to  Ihine  in  the  view  of  an  obferving 
world. 

I  took  notice  alfo,  that  whether  any  duty  be  difficult  or 
eafy  in  itfclf,  if  it  is  neglefted,  or  brought  into  contempt, 
by  the  peculiar  degeneracy  of  any  age  or  place,  he  who 
would  make  his  light  to  ihine  before  men,  mud,  with 
boldnefs  and  refolution,  with  ftcdfaftnefs  and  conftancy, 
adhere  to  the  pradlice  of  it.  If  in  any  place,  or  in  any 
age,  the  very  outward  attendance  upon  the  ordinances  of 
Chrift's  inftitution  is  made  light  of,  or  defpifed,  by  many 
of  every  rank ;  if  the  name  of  God  is  profaned  and  abufed 
by  unholy  converfation ;  it  is  then  the  duty  of  every  real 
fervant  of  God,  publicly  to  manifeft  his  elleem  and  love 
for.  divine  ordinances,  and  to  maintain  the  higheft  reve- 
rence  for  the  holy  name  of  God  in  his  difcourfe  and  lan- 
guage. And,  if  I  am  not  miftakcn,  the  very  meaning  of 
making  our  light  to  fhine  before  men,  is,  to  be  doubly 
watchful  In  all  fuch  cafes,  not  only  on  our  own  account, 
but  upon  account  of  others ;  or,  as  our  Saviour  expfeffed 
it,  that  they  may  fee  our  good  works :  For  indance^  not 

•  Rom.  viii.  7. 
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only  to  cftcem  the  inftitutions  of  Chrift  ui  the  gofptU 
their  tendency  to  promote  our  fanftification  and  comfor 
but  even  when  thefe  purpofes  might  be  at  leaft  as  well  ob^ 
lained  in  another  way,  at  particular  times;  yet  to  attend 
carefully  upon  public  ordinances,  that  we  may  contribute 
our  part  to  preferve  the  refpeftihat  is  due  to  them  :  or,  in 
the  other  cafe  fuppofed,  when  profane  fwearing  is  common 
and  prevalent,  to  difcover  the  deeper  reverence  for  the  holy 
name  of  God»  and  ufe  the  utmoft  caution  in  the  \rhole  of 
our  converfation,  to  avoid  every  doubtful  expreffion,  oc_- 
any  thing  that  may  have  a  tendency  to  infnare  the  uiim 
wary,  or  confirm  the  wicked  in  an  evil  courfe.  You  will 
probably  conclude,  that  my  mentioning  thefe  two  tnAancei 
arlfes  from  a  perfuafion  that  thefe  fins  prevail  remari 
among  us  in  the  prefent  age,  and  your  conclafion  is  ji 
1  ihall  add  one  more  to  them,  viz.  voluptuoufnefs ;  eithc 
exceffive  fenfuality  and  intemperance,  or  at  lead  a  pleafing 
of  the  flefli,  with  a  total  ncgleft  of  mortification  and  felf- 
denial.  And  be  affured,  my  brethren,  you  are  particu- 
larly called  upon,  by  the  exhortation  in  the  text,  in  thefe 
and  every  other  inllance  of  the  like  kind,  not  to  lofe  your 
horror  of  fin  by  the  frequency  of  it,  but,  according  to  the 
exhortation  of  the  apoftle  Paul,*  to  be  "  blamelefs  and 
*'  harmlefs,  the  fons  of  God,  without  rebuke,  in  the  midft 
"  of  a  crooked  and  perverfe  nation,  among  whom  ye  fliine 
*'  as  lights  in  the  world." 

In  the  fecond  place,  In  order  to  make  your  light  fliinc 
before  men,  you  mull  adl  an  unexceptionable  part  in  all 
fuch  cafes  as  your  condudt  falls  mofl  immediately^  and 
moftyi///y,  under  the  observation  of  others.  I  have  faid 
above,  that  the  exhortation  in  its  full  extent,  includes 
the  whole  of  vifible  religion.  But  there  are  fome  cafes  ia 
which  our  conduct  is  comparatively  more  vifible  than  in 
others,  and  more  immediately  fubjedled  to  the  examina- 
tion of  the  world.  As  there  are  fome  places  more  con- 
fpicuous  and  expofed  to  public  view  than  others,  fo  arc 
there  alfo  fome  perfons  in  the  whole  of  their  deportment^ 
and  fome  actions  of  the  fame  perfons.     It  is  the  lafl  of 

»  Phil.  ii.  15. 
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thcfc  that  chiefly  relates  to  my  prefent  fubjefit.  Are  you 
not  fenfible  then,  that  in  thofe  a£tions  which  fall  mod 
immediately  under  the  obfervation  of  others,  the  greatcft 
caution  and  circumfpeftion  is  neceflary  ?  It  is  from  thefe 
that  the  judgment  of  men  is  chiefly  formed  of  profeffing 
Chriftians,  and  the  chara£ter  fixed  which  they  muft  bear 
in  the  world.  With  refpedt  to  other  aftions,  men  proceed 
more  upon  conjedture,  and  therefore  will  not,  even  them- 
felves,  lay  fo  much  ftrefs  upon  their  obfervations ;  but  in 
fuch  as  are  wholly  fubjefted  to  their  view,  their  conclufi- 
ons  are  peremptory.  If  you  afk;,  what  are  thofe  actions 
that  fall  moft  immediately  under  the  obfervation  of  others  ? 
I  anfwer,  they  are  many.  Moft  of  thofe  of  which  our 
neighbor  is  the  obje£t;  particularly  all  relative  duties, 
atid  alfo  the  government  of  the  tongue.  Although  thofe 
who  are  converfant  with  you,  may  make  flirewd  guefles, 
by  what  they  fee  in  your  outward  deportment,  whether 
you  are  conftant  in  fecret  devotion,  or  ferious  and  fervent 
in  public,  they  muft  ftill  labor  under  much  uncertainty. 
But  a  neighbor  will  quickly  and  certainly  know  whether 
you  are  friendly  or  felfifli,  firoward  or  peaceable ;  a  wife 
muft  know,  whether  Ihe  hath  an  affeftionate  hufband,  and 
a  hufband  whether  he  hath  a  dutiful  wife ;  a  fervant  muft 
know,  whether  he  is  under  a  reafonable  and  gentle,  or  a 
capricious  and  cru«l  mafter ;  and  a  mafter,  whether  he 
hath  a  fubmiffive  and  diligent,  or  an  idle  and  flothful  fer- 
vant. The  fame  thing  holds  with  refpeCt  to  every  other 
relation.  And  as  to  the  government  of  the  tongue,  the 
world  muft  know  whether  your  converfation  is  pure  and 
inofienfive  at  all  times,  and  profitable,  as  opportunities 
prefent  themfelves ;  or  if  it  is  frothy,  unprofitable  and 
vain,  rafli,  peevifli,  paflionate,  unchafte,  or  cenforious. 
As  therefore,  in  the  language  of  our  Saviour,  a  city  that 
is  fet  on  a  hill  cannot  be  hid ;  fo  a  Ghriftian,  in  thefe 
cafes,  cannot  be  concealed.  And  I  hope  I  may  be  al- 
lowed  to  fay,  without  being  thought  to  put  the  Ihadow  of 
religion  for  the  fubftance,  or  prefering  the  form  to  the 
fpirit,  that  he  ought,  in  all  fuch  cafes,  to  be  particularly 
watchful  that  nothing  may  efcape  him,  which  may,  in  its 
confequences,  tend  to  the  diflionor  of  God>  or  the  sua  of 
the  fouls  of  men. 
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In  the  third  place.  In  order  to  make  your  light  to  fhine 
Kfore  Dien,  you  nndVbe  rareful  in  the  difcharige  of  fuch 
diuiesas  are  moll  acceptable  to  others.  It  is  fclf-evidenr^  ' 
that  if  there  are  feme  of  the  duties  which  we  owe  to  oor 
neighbors  more  acceptable  to  them  than  others,  nothing 
will  more  recommend  religion  to  their  efleem,  which  is 
the  defign  of  a  fliining  convevfation,  than  the  faith  (ul  dif^ 
charge  of  fuch  duties*  Now,  that  there  are  fomt  duties 
more  acceptable  to  mahkind  than  others,  is  very  evident; 
atid  none  will  call  it  in  queftion,  who  reflect  upon  the 
different  reception  given  to  thofe  duties  which  promote 
men's  temporal  intereft,  and  thofe  which  rtfirain  or  pa*, 
nifli  their  crimes-  The  one  clafs  of  thefe  procures  the  lovc 
and  efteem  of  all  w^ithout  exception,  w  hether  good  or  bad  ; 
the  other  often  provokes  the  refentment  and  inflames  the 
paflions  of  the  vicious,  who  make  fo' great  a  part  of  the 
world.  Reflett  alio  what  a  different  reception  is  ufually 
given  to  a  covetous  hard-hearted  opprcflbr,  or  to  a  fraudu- 
lent unjuft  man,  on  the  one  hand  ;  and  to  a  profane  fwear- 
er,  a  drunkard,  or  defpifer  of  religion,  on  the  other.  The 
fir  ft  is  hated  [ind  fled  from  by  all ;  the  Ia(l  is  freely  caref-^ 
fed  by  many,  and  indeed  often  by  thofe  from  whofe  pro- 
fellion  a  more  equal  and  impartial  deteftation  of  vice  and 
wickednefs  might  have  been  expedted.  This  is  eafdy  to 
be  accounted  for,  if  we  confider  that  worldly  interefl  is 
the  idol  of  by  far  the  greatell  part  of  men,  and  that  there 
is  too  ftrong  a  bias  to  it  in  the  very  beft. 

From  this  it  is  plain,  that  he  who  would  make  his  light 
to  fliine  before  others,  muft  be  extremely  careful  of  fuch 
duties  as  are  molt  acceptable  to  them,  particularly  juftice 
and  integrity  in  all  his  dealings  ;  and  fuch  juftice  as,  if 
poflible,  may  be  beyond  difpute,  and  to  the  conviction  of 
all.  There  was  a  very  great  beauty  and  dignity  in  the 
language  of  Sa-nuel  to  the  children  of  Ifrael,  when  he  was 
able  to  appeal  to  themfclves,  as  to  the  unblameablenefs  of 
his  conduct  among  them  in  a  public  ftation  :  "  *  Behold, 
*^  hear  I  am,  witnefs  againll  me  before  the  Lord,  and  be- 
*^  fore  his  anointed  :  whofe  ox  have  I  taken  ?  or  whofe 
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**  -afs  have  I  taken  ?  or  whom  have  I  defrauded  ?  whom 
**  have  I  opprcffed  ?  or  of  whofe  hand  have  I  received  any 
"  bribe  to  blind  my  eyes  therewith  ?  and  I  will  reftore  it 
•'^  unto  you.  And  they  faid.  Thou  baft  not  defrauded  us, 
*'  nor  oppreffed  us,  neither  haft  thou  taken  ought  of  any 
"  man's  hand."  Mercy  and  charity  alfo  to  thofe  in  dil- 
trefs  is  univerfally  acceptable  :  this  is  ftill  more  accepta- 
ble to  mankind  in  general  than  juftice  alone.  The  rea- 
fon  is,  they  think  they  have  a  claim  to  juftice,  and,  iii 
many  cafes,  can  obtain  it  by  compulfion^  when  it  is  not 
willingly  given  them.  Befides,  that  worldly  wifdom  may 
eafily  be  conceived  the  principle  of  juft  dealings,  through 
fear  of  a  difcovery,  and  its  confequences  :  but  charity  and 
compaflion  to  the  neceflities  of  others,  is  looked  upon  as 
the  free  unconftrained  exertion  of  good  difpofitions.  The 
apoftle  Paul  fuppofes  a  difference  in  the  eftimation  of  the 
world,  between  a  merely  righteous  or  juft  man,  and  a  good 
or  merciful  man,  when  he  fays,*  *'  for  fcarcely  for  a 
**  righteous  man  will  one  die:  yet  peradventure  for  a  good 
"  man  fome  would  even  dare  to  die." 

The  fame  felfifh  bias  in  men  to  their  worldly  intereft 
will  indeed  fometimes  carry  them  fo  far,  as  to  make  them 
exceifive  and  unreafonable  in  their  expeftations.  The 
world  feems  not  only  to  expeft,  that  thofe  who  profefs  to 
fear  God  fliould  be  juft  and  upright  in  their  dealings,  mer- 
ciful and  charitable  to  proper  objefts ;  but  that  they  fliould 
be  at  all  times  ready  to  yield  up  their  own  rights  to  the 
extravagant  demands  of  worldly  men,  and  give  fuch  evi- 
dences  of  felf-denial,  as  are  neither  confiftent  with  wif. 
dom  nor  with  piety.  Thefe  exceflive  expeflations  of  the 
world,  which  it  is  found  by  experience  impoffible  to  grati- 
fy, are  too  apt  to  make  fome,  in  peevilhnefs  and  difplea- 
fure,  throw  up  all  hopes  of,  or  endeavors  after,  avoiding  its 
reproaches.  This  is  to  difobey  God,  becaufe  it  is  impolii- 
ble  perfedlly  to  pleafe  men.  The  more  ready  they  are  to 
take  offence  without  reafon,  the  more  watchful  ought  the 
confcientious  Chriftian  to  be,  that  he  may  give  no  juft 
ground  for  it.     And  undoubtedly  the  private  example,  or 
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the  public  endeavors  of  any  j^erfon  for  reformation,  bid 
much  fairer  (orfuccefs,  when  his  conduft  is  fuch  in  ibe 
particulars  above  mentioned,  as  the  world  ingenetil  tnuft 
confefs  to  be  amiable  and  excellent, 

I  fhiH  only  add  one  confideration  more,  to  fliew  the  ne. 
cefficy  or  propriety  of  fhining  in  fuch  duties  as  are  moll* 
acceptable  to  oihera.  It  is»  that  ufually  the  loofe  or  pro* 
fane  part  of  the  world,  in  order  to  prevent  or  wipe  off  ia' 
fome  meafure,  the  reproach  which  their  conduct,  in  other 
intlances,  brings  upon  them»  pretend  to  glory  in  the  juft* 
nefs  01  their  dealings,  their  gcnerofily  and  charity;  and 
this  otten  not  without  infmuations^  that  thofe  who  appcmr 
to  be  religious,  are  not  fo  ftrift  in  point  of  moral  honelly. 
It  is  therefore  incumbent  on  every  fervant  of  God  to  make 
his  pratlice  a  continual  and  vifiblc  refutation  of  this  ca- 
lumny ;  and  to  fliew,  that  none  can,  to  fuch  perfecljon, 
difcharge  any  moral  duty  whatever^  as  thofe  who  are  re- 
newed tn  the  fpirit  of  their  minds^  and  having  the  love 
of  God  (hed  abroad  in  their  hearts,  mtift  of  confequcnce 
love  their  brethren  aJfo. 

In  the  fourth  and  lad  place,  If  you  would  make  your 
light  fhine  before  men,  you  mud  be  diligent  in  the  prac- 
tice of  fuch  duties  as  are  moll  profitable  to  others.  It 
will  not  be  difficult  to  determine,  what  are  the  duties  moft 
profitable  to  others,  if  we  only  confider  what  has  the  moft 
immediate  tendency  to  promote  their  fpiritual  and  eter- 
nal intereft.  Of  this  kind,  there  are  many  incumbent  on 
perfons  of  every  ftation,  and  in  every  fituation  of  life  ? 
though  the  obligation  of  them  is  little  thought  of,  for  the 
molt  part,  and  the  praftice  generally  negledled :  fuch  as, 
private  and  perfonal  inftruftion,  tender  and  affeftionate 
counfel,  faithful  admonition  and  reproof.  Every  one 
of  us  knows  the  perfons  to  whom  his  influence  extends, 
when  any  fcheme  for  his  worldly  intereft  and  advance- 
merit,  or  that  of  his  friends,  or  the  power  and  credit  of  his 
party,  is  at  ftake  ;  but  few  think  of  ufing  the  fame  in- 
tereil  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  falvation  of  deluded 
finners. 

Of  this  kind  are  all  the  duties  of  fuperiors  to  their  inferi- 
ors ;  as  parents  and  heads  of  families,  teachers  of  youth, 
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minifters  of  the  gofpel,  niagiftrates  and  rulers.  Thefe 
every  one,  in  their  feveral  capacities,  are  obliged,  either 
more  diredtly,  or  by  confequence,  to  promote  the  everlaft- 
ing  intereft  of  thofe  who  are  under  them  ;  and  nothing 
will  make  their  light  more  to  ihine,  nothing  will  contri^ 
bute  more  to  adorn  and  illuftrate  their  Chriftian  charadc^r, 
than  a  faithful,  zealous,  and  diligent  difcharge  of  the  du« 
ties  of  thefe  (lations. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  thought,  that  the  reafoning  on  the 
former  particular  is  contrary  to  this  ;  and  that  if  thefe  du« 
ties,  which  are  acceptable  to  others,  make  a  Chridian's 
converfation  to  iliine,  the  pra&ice  of  fuch  as  men  are, 
averfe  from  fubmitting  to,  muft  have  an  oppofite  effedi. 
But  this  is  far  from  being  the  cafe :  for  though  fome  fins 
are  contrary  to  other  fins,  religion  is  confident  through* 
out ;  and  every  part  of  it,  inftead  of  obfcuring,  throws  a 
luflrc  upon  another.  This  will  eafily' appear,  if  you  con- 
fider,  that  however  unwilling  men  are  to  be  inftruded  in 
their  duty,  or  reftrained  and  limited  from  their  irregular 
indulgence ;  fo  foon  as  the  endeavors  ufed  for  that  pur. 
pofe  are  fuccefsful,  they  will,  with  the  higheft  thankful- 
nefs,  acknowledge  the  care  beflowed  upon  them.  Though 
a  child  may,  at  firft,  and  for  fome  time,  be  impatient  of 
the  Other's  authority ;  if  it  is  attended  with  fuccefs,  he 
will  ever  afterwards  reckon  it  one  of  the  greateft  bleffings 
of  bis  life ;  and  the  memory  of  fuch  a  parent  will  be  in- 
finitely  more  dear,  than  of  one  who  has  ihown  the  moil 
partial  and  indulgent  fondnefs. 

Further,  fuch  duties,  though  they  may  be  harlh  and  un- 
plealant  to  thofe  who  are  the  immediate  obje£ts  of  them ; 
yet  as  they  are  unqueflionably  good  and  ufeful  in  them- 
felves,  they  mufl  command  the  efleem  and  approbation  of 
every  impartial  obferver.  It  is  indeed  by  this  means 
alone,  or*  chiefly,  that  the  public  honor  and  credit  of  reli- 
gion is  preferved,  amongft  fo  great  a  majority  who  are 
enemies  to  it  in  their  hearts.*  What  they  would  hate  and 
rcfift,  or  perhaps  revile,  in  their  own  cafe ;  when  others 
are  concerned,  confcience  conflrains  them  to  bear  a  clear 
and  flrong  teftimony  in  its  favor.  Nay,  not  only  fo,  but 
the  moil  wicked  and  profligate,  though  they  hate  religion 
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and  righteoufnefs  in  itfcif ;  yet  are  they  fuf&ciemly  fenfi- 
bic  ot  the  connedion  beiween  a  religious  profeffion  and 
its  proper  fruits,  and  fufKctently  apt  to  reproach  thoie  i^i 
whom  tliey  obkrve  tlic  defscicncy  ;  and  that  in  fuch  cafe^s 
as  the  performance  would  be  painful,  and  not  acceptable 
to  ihemfclves.  Thus  a  child  of  a  ilothful  parent^  a  fubjett 
uf  an  unfaithful  magiftrate,  if  their  profeffion  is  fucb  as  to 
make  the  negleft  fcandalous,  ftiall  defpife  tliem  in  their 
liearts>  and  fometimes  go  fo  f*ir  as  to  reproach  ihcm  bj^ 
their  words,  even  where  their  own  eafe  and  fccuriiy  is 
wholly  owing  to  that  very  criminal  indulgence*  From 
all  which  it  evidently  appears,  that  a  confcientious  di|* 
charge  of  fuch  duties  as  are  moil  ulertil  and  profiTable  to 
others,  is  highly  proper  to  make  our  light  to  fliine  before 
men* 

I  am  fcnfible^  my  brethren,  that  thefe  claHes  into  which 
I  have  divided  our  public  and  vifiblc  duties,  viz.  fuch  as 
are  molt  rare  and  uncommon,  fuch  as  are  mofl  fubjeil  to 
the  obfervation  of  others,  fuch  as  are  moft  acceptable,  and 
fuch  as  are  mofl  profitable  to  them,  are  not  fo  entirely 
diiiindl  one  from  another,  but  that  there  are  many  parts  of 
the  duty  of  a  Chriflian,  which  fall  under  more  than  one  of 
thefe  divifions,  and  fome  that  may  perhaps  fall  under  them 
all ;  yet  I  have  mentioned  them  feparately,  becaufe  each 
of  them  hath  fome  duties  which  do  peculiarly,  or  at  leafi 
eminently  belong  to  itfelf :  and  as  every  one  of  them  con- 
tributes to  fliewus  the  extent  of  our  duty  upon  the  whole, 
io  they,  at  the  fame  time,  fervc  to  let  the  obligations  to  it 
in  a  ftriking  light. 

II.  I  proceed  now  to  the  fecond  thing  propofed,  which 
was,  briefly  to  illuflrate  the  two  motives  added  in  the  text 
to  enforce  the  exhortation ;  and  thefe  are,  the  glory  of 
God,  and  the  good  of  others. 

I.  The  glory  of  God.  The  glory  of  God  is  the  fu- 
preine  and  higheft  aim  of  every  real  Chriflian,  to  which 
every  other  defign  is  fubordinate  and  fubfervient.  I  am 
not  ignorant,  that  profane  and  worldly  men  are  apt  to 
tlcride  this  language,  of  the  glory  of  God  being  the  high, 
ell  aim  of  a  Chriflian.     It  is  not  however  the  \d^  agree- 
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able  to  truth,  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  fpirit  of  the  world : 
"  *  For  the  natural  man  receiveth  not  the  things  of  the 
"  Spirit  of  God:  for  they  are  foolifhnefs  unto  him  ;  nci- 
•*  ther  can  he  know  them,  becaufe  they  are  fpiritually  dif- 
**  ccmcd.'*  It  might  be  fufficientto  fupport  this  manner 
of  fpeaking,  to  fay,  it  is  agreeable  to  the  word  of  God, 
which  is  a  much  furer  tell  of  truth,  than  any  maxims  efta- 
blilhed  by  human  wifdom.  But  for  filencing  gainfayers  in 
fome  meafure,  though  their  conviction  (without  a  change 
of  heart)  cannot  be  hoped  for,  I  would  obferve,  that  it  is 
the  character  of  a  Chriflian  to  love  God  above  all  :  and 
is  it  not  a  natural  confequence  of  fupreme  love,  to  be  jea- 
lous of  the  honor  and  zealous  in  the  intereft  and  caufe  of 
the  object  of  our  efteem  ?  Real  love  cannot,  even  in 
imagination,  be  feparated  from  this  its  natural  effedt  and 
expreffion. 

Now,  if  this  is  once  admitted,'  there  is  no  way  in 
which  we  can  fo  well,  or  rather  there  is  no  way  in  which 
we  can  at  all  promote  the  glory  of  God,  but  by  a  holy  and 
unblameable  converfation.  As  the  works  of  creation  are 
faid  to  fhew  forth  his  glory,  becaufe  they  point  out  his  na- 
tural perfedions  exerted  in  their  formation ;  fo  his  reafon- 
able  creatures  glorify  him,  when  his  image,  or  fome  re- 
femblance  of  his  moral  excellence,  and  this  as  his  own 
workmanQiip,  is  difccmed  upon  their  hearts. 

It  is  no  doubt,  in  one  view,  difficult  for  us  to  conceive 
how  the  glory  of  God,  who  is  perfcdl  and  unchangeable, 
Ihould  at  all  depend  upon  our  condu£t :  yet  as  this  is  the 
light  in  which  he  hath  reprefented  it  to  us  himfelf,  fo  it 
is  neceffarily  felt  in  this  manner  by  every  one  of  his  fer- 
vants.  Indeed  we  fee,  that  the  unholinefs  or  the  un- 
guarded conduft  of  thofe  who  profefs  to  ferve  God,  and 
(land  in  an  apparent  relation  to  him,  has  the  greatefl  ten- 
dency  to  diflionor  him,  as  far  as  that  expreffion  hath  any 
meaning  or  propriety  in  it.  The  flate  of  the  world  may 
eafily  convince  us  of  this ;  for  as  no  argument  has  been 
oftener  ufed  againft  the'gofpel,  fo  none  ever  gave  it  a 
deeper  wound,  than  the  wicked  lives  of  its  profeflbrs.    As 
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ment  of  the  law,  and  a  neceffary  effect 
fo  it  is  impoffible  but  this  love,  if  it  be 
ry  believer,  evidence  itfelf  in  a  deep  cc 
fcientious  endeavor  after,  the  falvation  < 
ibever  we  love,  we  naturally  exprefs  tJ 
voring  to- avert  from  them  thofe  ilia  w 
and  to  procure  for  them  thofe  advant 
felves  appear  moft  valuable  :  and  the 
upon  finners  with  indifference,  and  n 
in  our  power  for  their  recovery  and  fal 
unqueilionable  evidence,  either  of  oui 
important  truths  of  religion,  or  being 
good-will  to  our  feHow-creatures,  or  i 
caufe  they  are  effential  branches  of  t 
A  parent  who  (hould  profefs,  from  hi 
to  have  the  greaceit  apprehenfions  of  tl 
tain  pra£tice,  and  yet  (hould  freely  fuff 
children  in  the'iame  practice,  would  j 
judge,  either  that  hi&  fi^rs  were  whol 
he  was  altogether  deftitute  of  love  to  h: 
cem  for  their  welfare. 

Now,  how  can  any  man  more  effd 
xeal,  that  is,  the  everlaAing  intereft  o 
than  by  a  fhining  example  of  piety  an 
verfation  ?   A  blamelefs  life,  fuch  as  b 
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ceiving  the  force  of  fpeculative  reafoning ;  but  a  good  life, 
anfwering  to  what  their  own  confciences  declare  to  be 
right,  is  a  fonfible  reprefentation,  that  never  fails  to  make 
am  impreiBon,  both  on  the  itiemory  and  heart.  As  the 
impreffion  on  the  wax  is  more  difcernible  than  the  en- 
graving  on  the  leal,  though  this  laft  be  juft  and  perfeft, 
whereas  many  accidents  may  render  the  impreffed  image 
faulty  and  defective ;  io  though  a  juil  and  complete  view 
of  the  doctrine  of  Chriil  is  only  to  be  had  from  the  fcrip« 
tares  of  truth,  yet  the  general  integrity  and  uprightnefs 
of  a  good  man  is  more  legible  to  the  bulk  of  mankind ; 
and  being  the  chara£ter  of  a  man  originally  of  like  paffi- 
ons  with  themfelves,  engages  them  to  imitate  it.  From 
all  this  I  conclude,  that  the  love  of  God,  and  the  love  of 
our  neighbor,  jointly  concur  in  laying  the  ftrongeft  obli- 
gation upon  every  Chriftian  to  make  his  light  fhine  before 
men. 

IIL  I  proceed  now,  in  the  laft  place,  to  make  fome 
praftical  improvement  of  what  has  been  faid.    And, 

Ftrft,  From  what  has  been  faid,  you  may  fee  in  what 
refpedt  alone  it  is  our  duty  to  aim  at  the  approbation  of 
others,  and  from  what  principle  it  ought  to  flow.  We 
are  bound  fo  to  order  our  outward  con  ver fat  ion,  as  that  it 
may  on  the  one  hand,  contribute  nothing  to  the  comip- 
tion  of  others,  but  rather  that  they  may  be  invited  to  the 
practice,  and  perfuaded  of  the  excellence  and  amiablenefs 
of  true  religion.  There  is  no  chara6ter  againft  which  our 
Saviour  pronounces  a  feverer  doom,  than  that  of  being 
religious  that  we  may  be  feen  of  men ;  that  is  to  fay,  when 
the  view  is  only  to  procure  their  applaufe  to  our  own  cha- 
racter as  a  gratification  of  vanity.  Such  perfons  have 
their  reward.  But  when  the  defign  is,  to  watch  that  the 
name  of  God  be  not  blafphemed  oh  our  account,  to  bear 
much  fruit  that  God  may  be  glorified,  there  are  few  things 
more  ufeful  and  important.  For  this  reafon  the  friends 
of  religion  owe  no  thanks  to  thofe  who  glory  in  a  con- 
tempt of  what  others  think  or  fay  of  them,  who  are  at  no 
pains  to  avoid  the  appearance  of  evil,  but  freely  indulge 
ihemfelvcs  in  whatever  tliey  can,  wiUi^jny  plaufibility, 


be  wounded,  but  lell  religion  Ihoulc 
unguarded  conduft.  Such  an  one  \ 
that  tliough  perfeaiy  to  pleafe  a  capr 
poffible,  he  may  yet  obtain  mercy  of 
and  though  there  is  a  wo  to  the  world 
he  may  efeape  the  wo  of  that  man  b) 
Gometh. 

In  the  fecond  place,  \VTiat  hath  1 
fubjcA  fervcs  to  reprove  the  fin,  and 
all  thofe  who  are  notorioufly  deficier 
the  duty  recommended  in  the  text, 
from  the  extent  of  it,  that  it  affords  gi 
for  all  without  exception ;  and,  like 
of  the  pure  and  holy  law  of  God,  ft 
perfcft  righteoufnefs  is  not  to  be  four 
that,  for  our  final  acceptance,  we  mu 
free  grace  of  God,  through  the  redcmp 
Jefus.  But,  in  a  particular  manner, 
cd  to  two  forts  of  perfons. 

Firft,  Thofe  who  are  wholly  unprc 
altogether  infcnfibie  of  their  obligat 
There  are  not  a  few  in  the  world  who 
fclves,  and  extenuate  their  fins  by  thij 
do  no  harm  to  others ;  that,  if  they 
but  themfelves.  This  is  the  ufual 
livers,  who  are  nlunc^ed  in  fenfualitv. 
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make  this  cxcufe,  I  have  done  no  harm,  I  have  put  no- 
thing  out  of  order,  I  have  not  hindered  the  otlicr  lervants 
in  their  work ;  how  would  you  be  fatisfied  I  or  rather 
with  what  indignation  would  you  receive  the  fliamelefs 
pretence  ?  Let  this  then  convince  you  of  the  juftice  of 
the  fencence  that  fliall  at  lad  be  pronounced  by  our  Su- 
preme Mafter  upon  all  fuch :  *  "  Call  ye  the  unprofitable 
'*  fervant  into  utter  darknefs,  where  there  (hall  be  weeping 
"  and  wailing,  and  gnafliing  of  teeth."  But  the  worft  of  it 
is,  this  excufe,  weak  as  it  is,  is  not  true ;  for  all  thofe  who 
are  not  profitable,  muft  be  hurtful  to  others.  Drunkards, 
fwearers,  profane  and  lafcivious  jefters,  and  the  whole  tribe 
of  thofe  who  pretend  to  do  harm  to  none  but  thenifelves, 
pollute  and  corrupt,  by  their  example  and  influence,  all 
that  come  within  their  reach  :  fo  that,  for  the  hazard  of 
infedion,  thieves  and  robbers  are  lefs  dangerous  compa- 
nions. 

But,  fecondly,  This  reproof  ought  to  be  direfted  to  fueh 
as  are  further  chargeable  with  the  a£tual  guilt  of  feducing 
others.  How  many  are  there  who,  by  the  contrary  me- 
thods of  flattering  infinuations,  or  derifion  and  infult,  as 
they  expe£t  from  the  difpofitions  of  the  perfons  the  one  or 
the  other  will  be  mod  fuccefsful,  endeavor  to  banifh  a 
fenfe  of  religion  firom  the  minds  of  others,  and  gradually 
to  involve  them  in  fin  and  guilt  ?  This  is  the  immediate 
tendency  of  all  that  converfation,  which,  with  a  malicious 
pleafure,  enlarges  upon  the  real  or  fuppofed  mifcarriages 
of  the  people  of  God,  and  charges  every  profeflion  of  reli- 
gion with  hypocrify.  How  aggravated  is  the  guilt  of  all 
fuch,  and  how  dreadful  will  be  the  punifhment !  They  are 
eminent  and  fsuthful  agents  for  the  devil.  The  works  of 
their  father  they  do,  and  his  reward  they  fliall  ftiare.  As 
the  union  and  mutual  love  of  the  faints  in  heaven  will  in- 
creafe  the  happinefs  of  every  particular  member  of  that 
blefled  fociety ;  fo  we  muil  fuppofe,  (hat  the  mutual  re- 
proaches of  the  damned  and  miferable  fpirits  in  hell,  accu- 
fmg  each  other  as  the  authors  of  their  deftruftion,  will 
greatly  ftiarpen  their  anguifli.     The  fear  of  this  feems  to 

*  Matth.  XXV.  30. 
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bring  me  to,  and  fix  mc  forever  ii 
Take  warning  then,  I  bcfcech  yoi 
increafe  not  your  own  condemnati 
cing  others. 

In  the  third  place,  what  hath  ha 
will  enable  you  to  try  the  purity  a 
ward  converfation.  An  inquiry  '. 
fequencc,  that  we  are  in  ^reat  ds 
ielves,  becaufe  both  a  truly  ferioui 
may  lead  to  many  of  the  fame  out 
purpofe  let  me  aik  you,  whether 
and  the  good  of  others,  that  make 
conduct ;  or  a  tendernefs  of  your 
may  be,  in  a  good  meafure,  difcerr 
and  trial  of  your  own  hearts  ;  anc 
ing,  whether  the  injuries  and  re 
excite  in  you  a  greater  refentmen 
paffion  for  their  folly.  Again,  I  ^ 
you  are  equally  confcientious  in 
painful  and  troublefome,  and  ma 
proaches  and  infults  of  the  ungod 
mediately  tend  to  your  outward  h( 
fliown  above,  that  it  is  neceifary 
ihine,  by  the  firft  as  well  as  the  1 
cem  equal  and iiBpartial  to  fulfill 
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In  the  laft  place,  fufFcr  me  to  improve  this  Tubjcft,  I  y 
tn  camcft  exhortation  to  all  who  now  hear  me,  to  tliC 
prafticc  of  the  duty  recommended  in  the  text,  to  "  make 
**  your  light  fliine  before  men,  that  they  may  fee  your 
^  good  works,  and  glorify  your  Father  who  is  in  heaven/' 
That  this  may  be  the  more  difiina  and  cffcdlual,  I  fiiall 
addrefs  it  to  three  different  claffes. 
'    Firft,  To  thofe  wlio  are  the  profefled  advocates  of  good 
works.     Every  one  who  hath  any  experience  of,  or  com- 
merce with  the  world,  muft  know,  that  there  is  a  let  of 
men  who  profefs  to  love  and  efteem  thofe  difcourfes  only 
that  teach  and  recommend  good  works ;  and  that  in  order 
to  ftate  a  diftindlion  where  there  ought  to  be  none,  be- 
twccn  the  truths  of  the  glorious  gofpel,  and  the  doftrines 
of  morality.     1  intreat  all  of  you  to  confider  what  hath 
been  faid  of  the  great  extent  of  vifible  religion,  and  it  will 
have  a  greater  tendency  to  humble  you,  and  excite  you  to 
feek  the  fariftifying  grace  of  God  as  the  fource  of  true  ho- 
linefs,  than  to  glory  in  the  excellence  or  perfcdlion  of 
your  moral  charafter.     Take  heed  alfo,  that  you  fall  not 
into  the  (hameful  inconfiflency  too  common  in  the  world^ 
of  being  the  ftrongeft  pleaders  for  moral  preaching,  and 
the  leaft  tender  of  moral  praftice.     What  a  fliame  an<l 
fcandal  is  it,  and  how  pitiful  in  the  eyes  of  thofe  who  un- 
derftand  what  true  and  undefiled  religion  is,  to  hear  one 
who  is  unwilling,  unable  or  afhamed  to  worfhip  God  in  his 
own  family,  who  is  but  rarely  to  be  feen  in  the  public  af- 
femblies  of  God's  people,  who  hardly  ever  gave  child  or 
fcrvant  a  ferious  advice,  but  whom  they  have  often  fceii 
guilty  of  drunkennefs  and  excefs;  to  hear,  I  fay,  fuch  an 
one  rife  up  as  an  advocate  for  morality;  to  hear  him  cry- 
ing out,  morality  is  the  whole  of  religion ;  and  therefore 
that  he  cannot  endure  fuch  fluff  as  conviftion  and  humi- 
liation, converfion  or  regeneration,  flying  to,  embracing, 
or  relying  upon  a  Saviour ;  phrafes  which,  among  too  ma- 
ny, are  now  going  into  defuetude;  whether  they  retain 
their  important  meaning,  I  fhall  leave  to  the  judgment  of 
another  day.     Nay,  I  km  afraid  we  might  produce  more 
inftances  than  one,  capable  of  faying,  upon  hearing  a  dif- 
courfe  of  the  lovftJ&i&B^»LSuch  things  are  not  to  b^  un- 


are  :  and  then,  if  you  can  main 
greater  than  your  liearts,  that  you 
in  thought,  word  and  deed,  you 
upon  it ;  for  it  not  only  was,  but 
truth,  that  "  the  man  who  doth  t 
But  It  IS  greatly  to  be  feared,  th 
by  far  too  deep  for  any  of  the  cl 
it  out. 

In  the  fecond  place,  I  would  ai 
all  who  have,  or  profefs  to  have 
trine  of  Chrift,  and  of  him  cri 
monly  beget  one  another;  ar 
which  defpifers  of  the  gofpel  for 
works,  makes  others  (late  themfel 
and  makes  the  word  itfelf  to  hav 
But,  my  brethren,  beware  of  be' 
Remember  the  words  of  our  Sa^ 
*'•  (hine  before  men,  that  they  ir 
Hear  alfo  the  apoftle  Paul,  *'  f ' 
*'  and  thefe  things  I  will  that  th 
•'they  which  have  believed  in  ' 
*'  maintain  good  works."  You 
bring  a  reproach  on  that  holy  na 
led,  and  in  which  you  glory,  tl 
word  or  in  deed  to  holinefs  and  ] 
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"  you,  and  blefs  them  that  perfecute  you."  Let  therefore 
your  converfation  be  without  offence.  Negleft  not  any 
part  of  your  duty  in  the  fight  of  the  world,  and  be  the 
more  watchful,  that,  on  account  of  your  profeflion,  they 
will  be  the  more  diligent  in  obferving,  and  the  more  fevere 
in  cenfuring  your  conduft.  Whilft  therefore  you  remem- 
ber that  faith  in  Chrifl  is  the  only  fource  of  new  obedience, 
remember  alfo,  that  &ith  without  works  is  dead,  being 
,  alone. 

In  the  laft  place,  I  would  addrefs  this  exhortation  to  all 
fuch  in  this  audience  as,  by  their  office  or  ilation,  or  wealth 
or  character,  are  raifed  above  others.  You  will  furely  be 
ienfible  of  the  propriety  of  this  exhortation,  "  Let  your 
"  light  fo  Ihine  before  men,  that  they  may  fee  your  good 
**  works."  You  are  placed  in  a  confpicuous  fituation,  ex- 
pofed  to  public  view,  and  your  influence  will  be  great, 
whether  it  be  profitable  or  hurtful.  You  ought  not  to 
count  your  higher  ftation  in  life  a  favor  blindly  bellowed 
on  you  for  your  pleafure  only,  but  a  truft  committed  to 
you  for  which  you  mud  render  an  impartial  account.  Hov/ 
fliould  this  reprefs  and  redrain  all  vain-glorious  often- 
tatioh  of  the  temporary  differences  between  man  and 
man,  and  excite  to  a  diligent  improvement  of  your  talents 
againft  the  coming  of  your  Lord,  when  the  highefl  fhall  be 
upon  a  level  with  the  loweft.  I  hope  it  will  contribute  to 
enforce  the  exhortation,  that,  in  this  age,  the  declining 
Rate  of  religion  loudly  calls  for  the  afliftance  of  all  to  its 
rivival,  but  particularly  for  eminent  and  fliining  exam- 
ples. How  hard  is  it,  that  when  vice  and  infidelity  have 
fo  many  advocates  in  writing  and  converfation,  there 
fliould  be  fo  few  exerting  themfelves  in  their  ftation  for 
the  promoting  of  truth  and  righteoufnefs !  And  let  none 
excufe  themfelves  for  their  own  negleft  of  duty,  by  throw- 
ing the  blame  upon  others,  and  holding  up  to  light  the 
floth  or  wickednefs  of  thofe  who  are  moft  eminently  guilty. 
Let  none  fay,  "  Alas,  my  fphere  of  ufefulnefs  is  very  nar- 
"  row,  my  influence  is  very  fmall ;  but  if  thofe  who  are 
"  in  more  eminent  ftations,  and  whofe  ftations,  give  them 
"  greater  weight,  would  but  exert,  themfelves,  the  cffcft 
*'  would  be  fei^b^^^cmember  your  ftations  are  juft 
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what  God  hath  affigned  yoa^  and  for  thcfe,  and  ihefe 
alone,  you  are  to  be  called  to  an  account.  The  Jefs  im- 
portant they  are,  the  duties  are  the  more  cafily  fulfilled, 
and  the  negkft,  in  one  refpcft  at  leafl,  (though  I  cannot 
fay  in  all,)  more  criminal  and  inexcufeable.  To  conculde. 
Let  the  wife  and  powerful  magi  Urates,  minifters,  parents, 
and  heads  of  families^  be  diligent  in  difcharglng  the  duties 
incumbent  upon  them,  and  join  cameft  prayer  to  God, 
that  he  v^ould  arife  and  efiedually  plead  his  own  caufc. 
Amen, 


I 
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SERMON  16. 


Rzv.  vii.  15. 

Therefore  are  they  before  the  throne  of  God^  and  serve  him 
day  md  night  in  hiu  tempk.-^^ 

MY  brethren,  however  great  a  degree  of  corruption 
prevails  at  prefent  in  the  vifible  church,  the  very 
profeffion  of  every  Chriftian,  implies  arenunciation  of  the 
world,  and  a  fixed  hope  of  a  better  (late.  His  attendance 
upon  the  ordinances  of  God  on  earth,  is  in  order  to  fecure 
the  pofleilion,  and  prepare  himfelf  for  the  enjoyment  of  the 
heavenly  inheritance.  He  confefleth  that  he  is  a  ftranger 
and  pilgrim  on  the  earth ;  that  he  lives  by  faith,  and  not 
by  fight.  And,  therefore,  nothing  can  be  more  fuitable 
to  his  chara6ler ;  nothing  more  conducive  to  his  comfort, 
than  frequent  views  of  the  employment  and  happinefs  of 
the  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  perfe^. 

And,  furely,  this  is  a  fubject  highly  proper  for  our  me- 
ditation on  the  evening  of  a  communion  Sabbath.  In  this 
ordinance,  you  have  had  the  price  paid  for  this  glorious 
inheritance  fet  before  you  by  fymtwlical  reprefentation, 
that  your  faith  in,  and  hope  of  the  pofTcffion  of  Jt,  might 
be  the  more  confirmed.  In  the  inftitution  itfelf,  as  recorded 
by  the  apoftle  Paul,  you  find  he  connefts  the  commemo- 
ration of  the  fuSerings  and  death  of  Chrifl,  with  his  fecond 
appearance  in  glory ^«^jg|y|^26.  *^  For^  as  often  as  ye 
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'*  eat  this  bread,  and  drink  this  cup,  ye  do  fliew  the  Lord's 
'^  dtath  till  he  come/*    Nay>  our  Lord  himfelf  frems  ttfH 
have  had  his  heart  and  his  thoughts  in  heaven,  when  he 
left  this  memorial  ot  his  prcfence  on  eanh,  as  appears  from 
Matth*  XX vi.  19.  **  But  I  fay  unto  you,  I  will  not  drink 
*'  henceforth  of  this  fruit  of  the  vine,  until  that  day  nhenj 
*'  I  drink  it  new  with  you  in  my   Father*s  kin^om.lfl 
And,  indeed,  we  have  his  own  example  in  this  fir  ft  com- 
Tn union,  wherein  he  himfelf  was  the  admin! ftrator,  for 
following  or  concluding  it  with  a  ntcditation  on  the  hea^ 
\enly  happinefs;  for  before  he  rofe  from  it,  he  begins  his 
excellent  confolatory  difcaurfe  in  this  manner^  John  xw: 
1 ,  2*  *^  Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled ;  ye  believe  in  God, 
'^  believe  alfo  in  me.     In  my  Father's  houfe  are  many 
''  manlions ;  if  it  were  not  fo,  I  would  have  told  you:  %^ 
'^  go  LO  prepare  a  place  for  yon.'*  ^"^ 

It  is  true,  indeed,  my  brethren,  our  knowledge  of  the 
future  glory  of  the  faints,  is  at  prefem,  extremely  imper- 
ietl,  and  mull  be  fo>  for  wife  reafons,  while  we  continue 
in  the  body.     There  are,  however,  fcveral  different  views 
of  it  given  in  the  word  of  God,  highly  worthy  of  our  at- 
tention.    Amongft  others,  this  in  our  text,  that  they  are 
before  the  throne  of  God^  and  sen:e  him  day  and  night  in 
his  temple.     That  thefe  words  are  to  be  underftood  of 
the  faints  in  heaven,  and  not  of  any  glorious  period  of 
the  church  on  earth,  or,  if  of  this  laft,  manifeftly  in  allufion 
to  the  former,  I  think  is  plain,  both  from  what  goes  be- 
fore, and  what  follows  them ;  which  I  (hall  read  in  con- 
nexion, as  all  the  explication  of  the  text  that  is  neceffary, 
from  verfe  13.  *^  And  one  of  the  elders  anfwered,  faying 
*'  unto  me,  what  are  thefe  which  are  arrayed  in  white 
*'  robes  ?  and  whence  came  they  ?  and  I  faid  unto  him, 
"  Sir,  thou  knowed.     And  he  faid  to  me,  thefe  are  they 
''  which  came  out  of  great  tribulation,  and  have  w^afhed 
*'  their  robes,  and  made  them  white  in  the  blood  of  the 
*'  Lamb.     Therefore  are  they  before  the  throne  of  God^ 
*'  and  serve  him  day  and  flight  in  his  temple  ;  and  he  that 
''  futeth  on  the  throne   (liall  dwell  among  them  :  they 
'^  fhall  hunger  no  more,  neither  thirft  any  more ;  neither 
^*  ihall  the  fun  light  on  them,  nor  any  heat  i  for  the  Lanib, 
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^*  which  is  in  the  midft  of  the  throne,  (hall  feed  them,  and 
^Siliall  lead  them  unto  living  fountains  of  waters ;  and 
"  God  fliall  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes." 

What  I  propofe  from  this  paffage,  at  prefent,  is,  through 
divine  affidance,  to  illuilrate  a  little  to  you,  the  happiner$ 
of  the  faints  in  perpetual  communion  with  God  in  bis 
temple  above;  and  then  to  make  fome  improvement  of  the 
fubject,  for  your  infiruftion  and  diredlion  while  you  con- 
tinue here  below. 

L  In  the  firft  place,  then,  I  am  to  illuftrate  a  little  to 
you  the  happinefs  of  the  faints  in  perpetual  communion 
with  God  in  his  temple  above.  And,  here,  obferve,  that 
though  I  have  faid  perpetual  communion  with  God,  and 
did  mean  it  of  his  immediate  worfhip  and  fervice,  I  did 
not  intend  to  aifert,  that  they  are  at  no  time  employed  in 
a  different  manner,  or  in  work  which  may  be  called  by  a 
difierent  name.  What  variety  of  exercifes  may  be  pro- 
vided  for  their  noble  and  vigorous  faculties,  in  the  nature 
or  works  of  God,  we  cannot  pretend  to  know.  As  the 
angels  are  called  *^  miniftring  Ipirits,  fent  forth  tominider 
**  to  them  who  are  heirs  of  falvation  ;'*  fo  we  know  not 
how  far  he  may  blefs  and  dignify  his  faints,  by  employ, 
ing  them  in  the  adminiftration  of  fome  part  of  his  exten- 
five  dominion.  But  it  is  furely  juft  to  call  their  commu- 
nion  with  God  in  his  worlhip  perpetual,  both  becaufe  of 
their  frequent  aflual  application  to  it,  and  becaufe  of  that 
conftant  adoration  of  foul  which  we  mull  fuppofe  will  ac- 
company either  an  inveftigation  of  the  nsfture  and  works, 
or  an  execution  of  the  will  of  God.  It  is  alfo  well  war. 
ranted  by  the  expreflion  in  the  text,  and  serve  him  day 
and  night  in  his  temple.  Now,  in  order  to  illuftrate  the 
worfhip  of  the  faints  in  heaven,  we  may  confiderit  in  two 
different  lights  :  Firft,  As  it  is  internal  and  spiriiuaL — 
Secondly,  As  it  is  external  and  sensible. 

Firft,  Let  us  confider  the  happinefs  of  the  faints,  in  that 
part  of  their  celeftial  worfhip,  which  is  internal  and  fpi- 
ritual ;  and,  in  general,  we  mutt  frequently  recal  to  our 
minds  the  imperfection  of  our  prefent  difcoveries,  and 
remember,   that  *^  eye  ba^^^|||^n|  nor  ear  heard,  nor 
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*«  hath  it  entered  into  the  beart  of  man  to  conceive  what 
**  the  Lord  hath  kid  up  for  them  that  love  bini-''  There 
may,  for  any  thing  wc  know*  be  djfco%'crie$,  and  by  con- 
fequence,  acts  of  worfhip,  and  difpofitiont  of  mind  cor- 
refponding  to  them,  totally  diScretu  in  kind  from  any 
thing  wt  are  now  capable  of,  as  well  aa  higher  in  degree* 
Of  thefc  we  muft  be  abfolutely  filent :  therelore»  all  that 
Ihall  follow  tipn  this  fubjecl,  is  founded  upon  the  f(^ow« 
ing  remark,  that  whatever  afts  of  worfhip  we  haw  now 
any  experience  of,  and  hy  which  ue  are  iniliated^  fo  to 
fpeak,  into,  ami  trained  up  for  the  employment  of  beaveo, 
fhall  then  be  performed  to  for  greater  pcrfeftion,  and  with 
infinitely  greater  joy. 

In  order  to  tite  more  diftinfl  conGderation  of  this  fob- 
ject,  you  may  obferve,  that  all  the  afts  of  worfiiip,  of 
which  we  are  now  capable,  may  be  reduced  to  the  foot 
fallowing  kinds  i  Fidi*  A6ls  of  adoration*  Secondly,  Of 
gratitude.  Thirdly,  Of  deficc.  And,  Fourthly^  Of  tntft 
and  fuhjeflion* 

In  the  firft  place,  Adls  of  adoration.  By  thefi%  ardif^ 
tinguifhed  from  the  others  mentioned,  I  underftand  the 
immediate  contemplation  of  the  glorious  excellence  of  the 
divine  nature,  and  the  exercife  of  thofe  affeftions  of  foul 
which  correfpond  to  it.  The  nature  of  God  is  difcovered, 
and  his  glory  exhibited  to  view,  in  all  his  works,  and  in 
all  his  ways.  And  he  is  the  proper  objeft  of  the  higheft 
eileem,  the  deepeft  admiration,  and  mod  ardent  love  of 
every  reafonable  creature,  for  what  he  is  in  himfelf,  inde- 
pendent of  any  inlereft  they  may  have,  or  hope  to  have 
in  his  favor.  Therefore  it  is  the  firft  duty  and  chief  end 
of  man  to  give  unto  the  Lord  the  glory  that  is  due  unto 
his  name.  I  know  this  is  what  worldly  men,  who  live 
in  fm,  cannot  underftand,  and  therefore  are  apt  to  deride  ; 
which  is  indeed  the  cafe  with  refpeft  to  all  the  truths  of 
God,  confidered  in  their  full  extent,  and  as  refiine  upon 
their  proper  foundation ;  the  natural  man  cannot  receive 
them.  But  as  it  is  the  firft  commandment  of  the  liw, 
*'  Thou  fhalt  worfliip  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  him  only 
*'  fliiilt  thou  ferve ;"  fo  it  is  the  leading  and  the  capital 
tiuUi  taught  and  repeated  m  the  facred  oracles,  that  all 
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things  were  made  for,  that  all  things  Ihall  finally  tend  to; 
and  therefore  all  intelligent  creatures  ought,  fuprcmely, 
to  aim  at  the  glory  of  God. 

This  may  be  eafily  fupported  by  unprejudiced  reafon  ; 
for  what  can  be  more  juft  than  to  have  the  higheft  efteem 
of  the  higheft  excellence,  the  deepeft  admiration  of  bound- 
lefs  and  fpotlefs  perfedlion,  and  a  fupreme  love  for  what  is 
infinitely  amiable.  It  is  wholly  owing  to  the  corruption 
of  our  nature,  that  we  are  fo  little  fenfible  of  the  fin  of  ne- 
glefting  this.  And,  indeed,  a  lliort  and  juft  dcfcription 
of  our  corruption  may  be  given  thus;  it  confifts  in  dethron- 
ing God,  and  fetting  up  felf  to  be  honored,  loved,  and 
ferved  in  his  room. 

But,  my  brethren,  every  real  Chriftian  has  been  re- 
covered  to  a  view  of  this  his  firft  obligation  as  a  creature ; 
knows,  experimentally,  what  it  is,  fupremely,  to  honor 
the  living  and  true  God,  and  hath  a  peculiar  pleafure  in 
the  furvey  and  celebration  of  all  his  perfections.  All  fuch 
rejoice  in  his  dominion,  and  feel  a  fatisfaCtion  in  it,  as 
infinitely  right  and  fit,  that  the  will  of  the  Lord  ftiould  be 
done.  They  join,  in  their  manner,  on  earth,  with  the 
heavenly  hofts,  as  thus  reprefented,  Rev.  xi.  16,  17. 
'*  And  the  four  and  twenty  elders,  which  fat  before  God 
**  on  their  feats,  fell  upon  their  faces,  and  worftiipped 
"  God,  laying,  we  give  thee  thanks,  O  Lord  God  Al- 
•*  mighty,  which  art,  and  waft,  and  art  to  come,  becaufe 
"  thou  haft  taken  to  thee  thy  great  power,  and  haft  reign- 
"  ed.'*  Rev.  xix.  6.  **  And  I  heard,  as  it  were,  the  voice 
"  of  a  great  multitude,  and  as  the  voice  of  many  waters, 
"and  as  the  voiceof  mighty  thunderings,  faying.  Alleluia; 
**  for  the  Lord  God  omnipotent  reigneth.**  But  how  in- 
comparably more  perfcft,  and  more  joyful,  their  adorati- 
on oif  God,  when  they  are  come  into  his  prefence !  then 
the  veil  ftiaJl  be  drawn  afide  :  they  ftiall  "  fee  him  face  to 
iace  ;*'  they  (hall  «*  know,  even  as  they  are  known."  In- 
ftead  of  thefe  comparatively  obfcure  hints  and  intimations^ 
which  they  now  have  of  his  glory,  then,  the  whole  exten- 
five  plan  of  providence,  of  which  they  now  fee  only  a 
fmall  detached  part,  fliall  be  opened  to  tlieir  view :  then 
fliall  they  fee  the  overthpq||h[|B^ubjection  of  the  pride 
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and  arrogance,  and  boafled  wifdom  of  man,  "  which  Is 
"  foolifhncfs  wiih  God  f-  and  the  blelTcd,  happy  illbe,  of 
thofe  various  trials  of  the  people  of  Cod*  which  foroiej  ly 
gave  them  fo  many  anxious  and  diftruflful  thoughts-  But 
why  do  I  mention  particulars,  when  all  the  efTeds  of  crea- 
ting fkill,  all  the  fruiis  of  fupponing  and  prefemng  good- 
ncfs,  fliatl  be  laid  before  them  ? 

And  is  there  not  fomc  lover  of  Chrift,  faying  here  with* 
in  himlUf,  why  do  you  not  mention  the  myllcry  of  re- 
demption, *^  God  manifcfted  in  the  flefli :"  in  this  tJic 
glory  of  God  eminently  iliines,  his  unequalkd^  his  unri- 
Vdlled  glory.  That  this,  as  the  work  of  God,  (though  w© 
can  hardly  keep  our  own  concerns  out  of  view)  Oiall  be 
ihe  particular  theme  of  celeHial  praife,  is  not  to  be  doubccd* 
and  is  evident  from  hence,  that  Chrift,  as  the  objecl  of 
worfliip,  is  reprefented^  as  appearing  there  like  a  Lamb 
that  had  been  ilain. 

Ouce  more,  as  the  church  of  God|  at  prefent,  i&  the 
mean  of  illuilrating  his  wifdom  to  principalities  and  [XJW- 
ers,  or  to  the  angelic  holls,  which  we  learn  from  Eph,  iii- 
lo.  *'  To  tiie  intent  that,  now,  unto  the  principaliiies  and 
*'  powers,  in  heavenly  places,  might  be  known  by  the 
*'  church  the  manifold  wifdom  of  God  ;"  io  the  order  and 
government  of  thefe  fuperior  intelligences  fhall  be  opened 
to  the  view  of  the  faints  in  glory.  In  the  profped  of  all 
this,  they  fliall  fay.  Rev.  xv.  3.  *' — Great  and  marvellous 
''  are  thy  works.  Lord  God  Almighty  ;  juft  and  true  are 
**  thy  ways,  thou  King  of  faints.*'  With  what  exultation 
of  foul,  then,  with  what  fervor  of  adoring  wonder,  and  ad- 
miring love,  fhall  they  celebrate  the  divine  glory  !  As 
lliey  (liall  be  wholly  freed  from  every  degree  of  finful  and 
felfifh  bias,  they  (liall  feel  the  cleared  convidtion  of  the 
obligation  of  their  duty,  and  difcharge  it  by  a  free  uncon- 
drained  impulfe  of  foul  :  for  the  fame  reafon,  the  plea- 
fure  arifing  from  it  will  be  fo  much  the  more  pure  and 
unmixed,  that  it  is  not  aimed  at  on  its  own  account,  nor 
purchafed  by  any  compliance  that  might  but  feem  to  have 
a  mercenary  view. 

•    In  the  fecond  place.  Let  us  confider  the  celeftial  wor- 
fliip, as  confiliin;^  in  adls  of  gratitude  and  praife.     And, 
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here  obfcrve,  that  though  I  have  confidered  the  difmter- 
clled  love  of  God,  and  the  humble  adoration  of  his  own 
matchlefs  inherent  excellence,  as  firft  both  in  order  and 
dignity,  which  ii  ought  to  be,  this  does  not  take  away,  or 
Aipercede  afts  of  thankfgiving,  but  rather  lays  the  jufled 
and  noWeft  foundation  for  their  exercife ;  bccaufe  it  fub- 
jefts  the  creature  to  the  Creator;  keeps  its  dept:ndance 
and  obedience  continually  in  view,  and  greatly  inhanccs 
the  favors  bellowed  by  fuch  a  hand,  and  upon  fuch  ob- 
jefts.  Gratitude  for  the  goodnefs  of  God,  is  what,  furcly, 
we  may  have  fome  conception  of,  even  m  this  flate,  in 
which  he  loads  us  with  his  benefits,  and  In  which  every 
moment  of  our  continuance  is  a  proof  and  evidi;nce  of  his 
patience  and  forbearance.  The  faints  efpecially,  who 
have  learned  not  only  to  difcem  and  confefs  the  hand  that 
fuftains  them,  but  to  acknowledge  God,  as  the  God  of 
their  falvation,  mud  underdand  what  it  is  to  praife  him 
for  his  mercies. 

But  how  much  louder  mufl  the  voice  of  praife  be  in 
heaven  than  in  earth  ?  The  mercies  for  which  they  give 
praife  are  incomparably  greater ;  fo  isalfo  the  uniformity 
and  fecurity  of  their  pofleffion.  What  is  the  richeft  and 
moil  gorgeous  attire,  the  mofl  fumptuous  and  delicate 
fare,  which  this  world  can  afford,  compared  with  thofe 
rivers  of  pleafures  which  are  at  God's  right  hand  ?  How 
imperfed  are  all  the  enjoyments  of  this  ftate,  by  reafon  of 
the  fufferings  and  forrows  that  are  mingled  with  them  ? 
We  are  apt  to  envy  one  another  through  ignorance  ;  but 
the  man  liveth  ndt  on  earth,  who  hath  not  fome  forrov/s 
to  allay  his  profperity,  except,  perhaps,  for  a  few  mo- 
ments, when  the  mind  is  ingroffed,  and,  as  it  were,  intox- 
icated with  fome  late  acquifition.  Our  prefent  charafter  is 
fuch  as  doth  not  admit  of  perftfl  happinefs.  Here  muft 
be  the  fire  of  affliftion  to  purge  away  the  drofs  of  fin. 
But,  in  the  world  to  come,  the  happinefs  of  the  faints  is 
perfeft  and  unmixed,  for  the  people  fhall  be  all  righteous. 
So  it  is  faid,  in  the  words  immediately  following  the  text ; 
**  They  (hall  hunger  no  more,  neither  thirft  any  more, 
*•  neither  (hall  the  fun  lig^t  on  them,  nor  any  heat.  And, 
^  Rev.  xxi.  3,  4.  AadlpMljI^eat  voice  out  of  hea- 
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*'  ven,  faying,  Behold,  the  tabernacle  of  God  is  w  ith  men, 
'*  and  he  will  dwell  with  them,  and  ihey  Ihall  be  his  peo- 
*'  plcj  and  God  himfelf  fhall  be  with  them,  and  be  their 
**  God:  and  God  fhall  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their 
*^  eyes ;  and  there  Ihall  be  no  more  death,  neither  forrow^ 
"  nor  crying,  neither  fhall  there  be  any  more  pain  ;  for 
"  the  former  things  are  pafTed  away/*  The  precarioufl 
nefs  of  our  prefem  enjoyments  greatly  diminifhes  their 
value  \  they  are  very  uncertain  in  their  own  nature,  Eiid 
our  continuance  with  tliem  istrqually  fo.  But,  in  heaven^ 
there  fliall  be  no  more  death,  the  inhabitants  fhall  go  no 
more  out :  and  their  enjoyments  fhall  be  fuch  as  can  nei- 
ther waflc  nor  change.  How  animated,  then,  mufl  be 
the  iiraifesofthe  higher  houfe,  cfpecially  when  the  reflec- 
tion upon  the  wreichednels  and  precarioufnefs  of  their 
pall  Hate  mufl  fo  greatly  improve  their  fcnfc  of  the  riches 
and  fecurity  of  the  prefent  ?  Let  mc  foppofc  a  cafe,  m^hich, 
indeed,  happens  every  day,  though  the  effcft  of  it  is  not 
fully  difcernable  by  us ;  fuppofe  a  poor  ChriHian,  per- 
haps, poor  in  this  world,  but  certainly  poor  in  fpirit,  who 
hath  long  ftruggled  with  the  evils  of  life,  who  harh  pa- 
tiently endured  the  infulting  language  and  difdainful  eye 
of  the  proud  and  profperous,  nay,  which  is  far  worfe,  hath 
been  diftrtrlTed  with  many  anxious  fears  concerning  his 
own  future  Hate  ;  fuch  an  one,  taken  from  the  world, 
how  amazing,  how  blefled  the  change !  from  an  earthly- 
cottage,  to  a  throne  of  glory  ;  from  a  defpiiing  world,  to 
an  approvino^  God  ;  from  a  frail,  difeafed,  dying  body,  to 
everialling  Itrength,  and  undecaying  beauty  !  how  mufl 
his  mouth  be  filled  with  praifcs,  when  the  days  of  his 
mourning  are  for  ever  ended  ? 

But  that  which  efpecially  ferves  to  enliven  the  praifes 
of  the  faints  in  heaven  is,  their  fenfe  of  their  own  unwor- 
thinefs  as  Tinners :  this  it  is  which  makes  all  the  gifts  of 
God  of  feven-fold  value,  they  are  all  of  free  unmerited 
grace  and  mercy.  Redemption !  Redemption  is  the 
theme  of  the  praifes  of  heaven,  Rev.  i.  5.  "Unto  him  that 
*^  loved  us,  and  wadied  us  from  our  fms  in  his  own  blood. 
"  Rev.  V.  9.  And  they  fang  a  new  fong,  faying  thou  art 
"  worthy  to  take  tlie  book,  and  to  open  the  feals  thereof; 
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"  for  thou  waft  flain,  and  haft  redeemed  us  to  Cod  by  thy 
"  blood,  out  of  every  kindred,  and  tongue,  and  people, 
"  and  nation.'*  Redemption  is,  at  prefent,  carelefsly 
fought  after  and  coldly  acknowledged ;  but  then  (liall  they 
know  the  guilt  they  have  contrafted,  the  hell  they  have 
efcaped,  the  glory  which  they  poffefs,  and  the  price  at 
which  it  was  bought.  Oh,  my  brethren  !  how  light  a 
fenfe  of  the  evil  of  fin  has  the  moft  humbled  penitent  now, 
compared  to  what  he  ftiall  have  in  heaven  !  how  light  a 
fenfe  of  the  mifery  of  the  impenitent,  compared  to  what 
he  ftiall  have  after  he  has  heard  their  fentence  pronounced 
by  the  judge,  and  feen  them  go  away  into  everlafting  pu- 
niftiment !  how  fmall  a  value  does  he  put  upon  the  gift  of 
God,  eternal  life,  till  he  tafte  of  it !  and  how  weak  is  his 
love  (o  God  in  Chrift,  whilft  it  is  only  kindled  by  faith, 
compared  to  what  It  ftiall  be,  when  he  fees  the  Lamb  flain 
from  the  foundation  of  the  world ! 

In  the  third  place,  Let  us  confider  the  celeftial  worfhip, 
as  confifting  in  a£ls  of  defire.  There  is  much  of  this  in 
the  difpofition  of  the  people  of  God  on  earth,  they  fay  with 
the  prophet  Ifaiah,  ch.  xxvi.  8.  "  The  defire  of  our  foul 
"  is  to  tliy  name,  and  to  the  remembrance  of  thee."  And 
as  every  "egreeable  obje£l  is  the  more  defired,  the  more  it 
is  known  ;  fo  the  clear  difcovery  that  is  made  in  heaven, 
of  the  glory  and  excellence  of  God,  and  the  delightful 
communications  of  his  love,  muft  ftill  increafe  our  defire 
of  further  and  further  degrees  of  it ;  and  there  is  a  fulnefs, 
both  in  the  divine  nature  and  benignity,  that  can  never 
be  cxhaufted  :  Earthly  things,  indeed,  to  which  we  often, 
through  ignorance,  affix  an  erroneous  and  exceflTive  value, 
the  more  they  are  known,  are  often  the  lefs  efteemed ; 
but  this  can  never  take  place  where  the  objedt  cannot  be 
efteemed  in  proportion  to  its  worth,  becaufe  its  worth  can 
never  be  completely  difcovered.  Perhaps  it  may  be 
thought  improper  to  include  defire  among  the  afts  of  cele- 
ftial worftiip,  as  there  the  happy  fouls  ftiall  be  fo  fully  gra- 
tified,  in  every  holy  inclination,  as  to  leave  no  room  for 
any  further  demand.  But  we  muft  confider  that  there 
ftiall  be  room  for  an  everlafting  progreflive  improvement 
to  evciy  fiM|IVIttta||.and  the  gradual  enlargement  of 
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thtircapaeUy  Ihall  make  way  for  thefc  further  communi 
caiio  js  of  divine  love. 

There  fhalt,  indeed*  be  no  fuch  defire,  a«  implies  any 
anxious  or  impatient  craving.  This  is,  ordinarily,  pro- 
duced by  doubt,  or  difficulty  of  fupply,  which  can  have  no 
pidcc  here;  but  there  may,  neverthtlefs,  be  fuch  defire  as 
leads  to,  and  prepares  for,  the  continuance  or  increafe  of 
enjoyment.  It  is  natural,  indeed,  for  us,  from  our  pre- 
fent  experience,  to  conceive  that  defire  muft  weaken  or 
leffcn  with  pofTcflion,  as  it  is  chiefly  kept  up  by  variety 
and  novelty,  a  love  of  which  Teems  to  be  fo  elTential  to^ 
and  powerful  in  the  human  nature.  To  remove  this  ap- 
prclicnfion,  I  obferve  ihcfe  two  things,  Firft,  That  in  the 
infinity  of  Uie  divine  perfeftions  and  works,  there  is  fuf- 
ficitnt  diverfity  to  employ  and  gratify  a  finite  creature^ 
through  all  eternity  ;  fo  thsit  i:  it  plcife  God  to  continue, 
after  The  refurredUon,  a  loveof  novehy,  or  any  difpoijtiaTi 
fmnkLr  toii^  he  is  well  able  to  provide  it  with  proper  ex- 
ert ife. 

But,  fecondly,  It  appears  highly  probable,  that  the  love 
of  change,  fo  obfervable  in  human  nature,  is  more  owing 
to  the  vanity  of  created  enjoyments,  than  any  thing  ef- 
fentiai  to  us,  as  rational  fpirits ;  and,  therefore,  jvhen  we 
enjoy  the  fiibflance  infiead  of  the  flradow,  the  Creator  in- 
fiead  of  the  creature,  the  caufe  being  i.'one,  the  efieft  will 
ceale  ofcourf:;.  And,  to  confirni  this,  we  may  obferve, 
that  novelty  is  not  an  enintial  qualification  of  what  pleafea 
us;  for  habic  often  creates  ns  firong  or  llronger  attach- 
ment to  what  V.  c  have  long  known,  tlian  the  charms  of 
novelty  to  wliat  is  untrie  !  :  enjoyment  therefore  may,  ia 
fome  cafes,  excite  deiire.  And  if  this  is  the  cafe,  fome- 
tiines,  on  earth,  there  is  all  reafcn  to  think  it  will  be  al- 
v;a}  s  fo  in  heaven.  May  I  not  juft  add,  that  we  find, 
from  our  prefent  imperfed  experience,  that  a  life  of  hope 
and  adlvity,  when  there  is  fuitable  encouragement  and 
fuccefs,  fron^  time  to  time,  is  the  moll  agreeable  of  any 
that  can  he  conceived.  How  delightful  then  muft  be  boih 
the  habitual  and  aclual  defires  of  the  faints  in  glory,  point- 
ed at  tlie  worthielt  objcdts,  and  not  only  alTured  of,  but 
coailanily  rewarded  with,  complete  fatisfadlion  ! 
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In  the  fourth  and  laft  place,  Let  us  confidcr  (he  celcftial 
Worfliip,  as  coufilling  in  afts  of  trull  and  fubjeftion.  I 
join  them  together^  bccaufe  they  are  very  much  involved 
in,  and  founded  upon  one  another.  And  I  have  men- 
tioned them  lall,  bccaufe  the  iflue  of  every  ferious  exercife 
of  a  believer's  foul,  of  every  aft  of  communion  with  God, 
is  ordinarily  his  being  brought  to  a  compofed  truR,  com- 
placency, and  acquiefpMAce  in  Godt  as  his  fatisfying  por- 
tion ;  and  a  confecration  ofhimfelfand  bis  all  to  God  in 
obedience  and  fubmiffion.  And  how  infinitely  more  com- 
plete, as  well  as  joyful,  mull  the  trull  and  fubmilfion  of 
the  faints  be  in  heaven  than  or  earth  !  If  even  here  they 
fay,  ''  Though  he  flay  me,  yet  will  I  truft  in  him.  It  is 
"  the  Lord,  let  him  do  what  feemeth  him  good ;"  how 
much  more  reafoi>  have  they  to  put  an  unfliaken  trull  in 
God,  when  they  have  tailed  the  fruits  of  his  love,  and  re- 
ceived the  proof  of  his  faithfulncfs,  in  the  aftual  polTeinon 
of  his  promifes  ?  as  the  Plklmill  fays,  Pfal.  ix.  lo.  "  They 
•*  that  know  thy  name  will  put  their  trull  in  thee." 

Thus  clear  difcoveries  of  God's  nature,  and  extenfive 
views  of  his  works  and  ways,  mull  eftablifli  them  in  a 
cheerful  dependance  on  his  unchangeable  truth.  And,' 
O,  with  jvhat  a  readinefs,  or  rather  with  what  pleafure  and 
alacrity,  will  Uiey  rcfign  themfolves  to  his  will,  and  confe- 
crate  themfclves  lo  his  fervice !  There  will  then  be  no  re- 
mains of  the  carnal  mind  to  refufe  obedience,  or  of  an  im- 
patient murmuring  fpirit,  to  complain  under  the  yoke ; 
but  they  will  be  as  the  angels,  his  minillers  to  do  his  plea- 
fure, ready  at  his  call,  and  earneftly  coveting  emplojMnent. 
Obedience  will  be  their  prevailing  inclination,  and  the  for- 
mal cxpreffion,  and  tender  of  it,  to  their  God  and  Redeem- 
er, will  be  a  part  of  their  aftual  fervice. 

And,  now,  to  conclude  this  head,  you  may  obferve,  that 
I  could  not  avoid,  in  illullrating  the  worlhip  of  the  faints 
in  heaven,  frequently  to  brin^  in  view  their  habitual  frame 
and  conllant  employment ;  but  I  hope  this  is  not  altoge- 
ther  improper ;  for  there  is  not,  by  far,  fo  great  a  differ- 
ence between  their  afts  of  worftiip,  and  their  ordinary 
work,  as  between  ours  on  earth.  They  run  into  one  ano- 
4ier  and  are  very  much  of  a  (unilar  nature  ;  they  are  Iha*' 
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do  wed  forth »  but  very  faintly,  in  the  (late  of  that  man  on 
earth,  who  walks  with  God  all  the  day  long.  A3  his  life 
is  a  con  Rant  courfe,  cither  of  vocal  or  mental  worfliip,  fo^ 
in  a  iiigher  degree,  they  are  before  the  throne  o/God^  and 
senw  Mm  day  and  Tilgbt  in  bis  temple. 

Ijet  us,  now,  in  the  fecond  pkcc,  confider  the  worHiip 
of  the  faints  in  heaven ^  as  it  is  external  and  fenfible. 
That  there  is  fomethtp];  even  external  and  fenfible  in  it, 
neceffiirily  follows  from  the  refurre£lion  of  the  bocly»  which 
is  fo  important  a  part  of  the  Chrlflian  do£bine  ;  for 
though  the  bodies  with  which  the  faints  fliall  be  clothed 
nt  the  refurre£lion,  Ihall  exceedingly  differ  from  their  grofa 
bodies,  in  fplendar  and  l^auty,  and,  particularly^  ftiall  fo 
far  excel  them  in  purity,  as  to  be  termed  by  the  apoflle 
Paul  I  Cor.  XV,  44^  "  Spiritual  bodies;"  yet,  if  ihey  be 
body  or  matter  at  all,  they  mufl  be  limited  to  fome  place, 
and  have  an  external  and  fenfible  form.  The  fame  thing 
appears  from  that  beautiful  paHage  in  the  book  of  Job,  ch* 
3tix.  25,  "  For  I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth,  and  that 
•*  he  fiiall  ftand  at  the  latter  day  upon  the  earth." 

Farther,  though  we  are,  no  doubt,  taught,  in  fcripture, 
to  confiJer  heaven  more  as  a  nature  than  a  place,  yet  there 
is  evident  foundation,  from  feveral  expreflions,  to  fuppofe 
that  t:;ere  is  fome  portion  of  the  works  of  God  fet  apart  for 
that  purpofe,  and  adorned  with  fuch  a  vifible  glory,  as  is 
proper  to  affect  the  imaginations  of  created  beings.  Thus 
there  is  mention  made  of  the  third  heaven,  the  highelt 
heaven,  the  heaven  of  heavens.  See  alfo  Rev.  xxi.  i,  2. 
**  And  I  faw  a  new  heaven,  and  a  new  earth  ;  for  the  firft 
''  heaven  and  the  firft  earth  were  paffed  away  ;  and  there 
"  was  no  more  fea ;  and  I  John  faw  the  holy  city,  new 
"  Jerufalem,  coming  down  from  God  out  of  heaven,  pre- 
"  pared  as  a  bride  adorned  for  her  hulband."  And  from 
the  19th  verfe  of  that  chapter  to  the  end,  it  is  defcribed 
in  fuch  terms,  as  naturally  fuggeft  to  us  the  greateft  glory 
and  magnincence. 

This  is  the  temple  of  God  in  which  his  fervants  fliall 
ferve  him,  in  which  we  may  fuppofe  the  general  aiTembly 
of  the  church  of  the  firft  born  meet  together,  for  the  joint 
celebration  of  their  Creator  and  Redeemer's  praife.     But 
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as  to  a  more  particular  account,  either  of  the  place  or  man* 
ner  of  the  worfhip  there  performed,  it  were  more  eafy  to 
form  amufing  and  curious  fpeculations,  than  to  fix  upon 
any  thing  folid  and  certain.  In  this,  as  indeed  in  every 
other  part  of  the  heavenly  flate  and  employment,  compa- 
rative reflections  are  moft  to  be  depended  on.  And  fure* 
ly,  if  in  this  lower  world,  and  that  part  of  the  creation 
which  is  at  prefent  fubjedted  to  our  view,  there  is  fo  much 
order  and  beauty,  fo  much'  fplendor  and  magnificence, 
though  it  be  the  abode  of  guilty  creatures,  under  manifeft 
tokens  of  divine  difpleafure,  what  mud  be  the  unclouded 
luflre  and  perfc6l  beauty,  of  that  place  where  the  glory 
of  almighty  God  is  peculiarly  difplayed,  and  which  was 
prepared  for  the  reception  of  the  objedts  of  his  fpecial  love, 
before  the  foundation  of  the  world  ?  If  the  feveral  fenfes, 
with  which  we  are  now  endued,  are  capable  of  affording 
us  fo  cxquifite  a  pleafure  in  their  prefent  gratification,  not- 
withftanding  their  apparent  diforder,  how  high  and  ravifli- 
ing  a  delight  may  they  communicate  when  they  are  re- 
fined and  purified,  furnifhed  with  their  proper  objedls, 
and  freed  from  that  infatiablenefs,  and  tendency  to  excefs, 
which  is  the  fruit  of  fin,  the  evidence  of  a  corrupted  frame, 
and  which  as  a  mixture  of  gall,  poifons  every  worldly  joy  i 
It  is  worth  obferyation,  upon  this  fubjedt,  that  the  happi- 
ncfs  of  the  faints  is  many  times  defcribed  in  fcripture,  by 
their  external  circumftances  and  pofition,  fo  to  fpeak,  and 
by  fenfible  gratifications ;  as  by  fitting  upon  thrones,  at  the 
right  hand  of  God ;  by  a  city  highly  adorned ;  by  a  river 
of  water  of  life  ;  a  tree  of  life,  bearing  twelve  manner  of 
firuits.  And  his  fervice  is  defcribed  by  the  melody  of  fongs 
of  praife,  and  even  by  inllrumental  mufic,  Rev.  xv.  2. 
where  mention  is  made  of  the  harps  of  God.  Now,  though 
God  forbid  that  we  fliould  underftand  thefe  expreflions  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  to  fuppofe  that  the  enjoyments  of  the 
faints  above  have  any  thing  in  them  refembling  the  grofs- 
nefs  of  prefent  fenfual  indulgence,  yet  we  may,  with  fafe- 
ty,  conclude,  that  as  the  body  (hall  then  joii)  in  the  fer- 
vice of  God,  it  fliall  be  inllrumental  in  perceiving  the 
pleafure  of  it ;  and  that  a  fenfe  and  perception  of  the 
beauty  arid  grandeur  of  that  temple  of  th:;  living  QaLla 
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which  they  oflcr  up  their  ctlcftisi  facrific*^,  fliiH  increafe 
un\  culiiren  their  gni  lit  ode  tOj  and  adoration  of  hiin,  who, 
mifcd  the  glorious  iabric^ 

But  the  external  circuindince,  which^  in  my  tpprehen- 
fjuii,  will  contnhtite  nioll  to  the  deh^jUt  and  happSnefs  of 
the  fainls*  111  their  heavenly  worfliip,  will  be  tb^ir  onion 
and  fociety  in  it,  ^I^n  is  evidently  framtd  for  deriving 
lils  chief  happincfs  in  this  fUte  from  fociety*  It  never 
was,  and  rti^ver  will  l>e  ^ood  for  man  to  live  alof>e.  So- 
ci.'ii  worihip  is  peculiarly  Bcccptgtble  to  God,  as  might  be 
fhewa  from  nuuiy  pudges  of  fcnpturct  Math,  xviii,  19, 
20.  "  A -rain,  I  f ly  unto  you,  that  if  two  of  you  (hati  agree 
^'  on  (:vLn\\^  as  t;>tichlng  any  thing  that  they  ftiall  afk,  it 
"  ihall  be  done  lor  theui  of  my  Father  which  t$  in  heaven. 
"  For  where  two  or  three  are  gathered  together  in  tny 
*'  name,  there  atn  1  in  the  midft  df  them/*  Plal.  Ikxxvii. 
2.  *'^  The  Lard  lovtth  the  gates  of  Zion,  more  than 
**  alt  the  dwdlint^g  of  Jacob/'  And  doth  not  ihe  expe- 
rience of  every  oiie  of  thofc  who  love  I  he  habitation  of 
GoiPs  lioufe,  an  1  tli.^  place  where  hi3  honor  dvvelleth, 
tcii;rV  wiia:  r\  -zVcvd.Uon  ol  fou!,  and  eiilarjc^nunt  of  heart, 
they  o'n:.Mi  '^-y  m:;i.  liirj  t-^eir  voices  in  his  praiic^  ?  As 
unitcvi  i'livs  1'.*' j'lic'i  t'acti  others  hl.ize,  as  inanv  concord- 
aut  iojriJ.s  ai.ilve  ::ic  iincr  h.arsMoiv;,  fo  the  union  ot  ma- 
ny i.earls  in  divine  wo:  fhip,  makes  the  higher  ipiritual 
mclovly,  not  onI\-  m  )''e  ;.n'  aeial  to  God,  but  more  delight- 


ful to  rliemfelves.      T;ie  pljafjr::^  of  this  is,   indeed,  great 
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A\ed  on  earth,  by  a  mixture  ofdilcordant  notes  (to 


niie  tlie  former  allijnori)  of  eniimies  with  triends. 
B'j.t  aliow  \w^  to  make  a  fupj)oriiion,  that  a'l  vv-.tlvui  theie 
walls,  tills  evenin;ij,  were  perfc£t!y  upright  with  God,  and 
that  our  mutual  fincerity  were  perfedly  known  lo  each 
otiiv^r,  what  inexprefiibie  fervency  and  rapiure  of  Ipint, 
v/oakl  it  give  to  every  one,  in  fiii^ingthc  praifes  oi  God 
and  of  the  Lamb,  to  confuicr  himfclf  as  joined  with  liich  a 
nnmber  of  pure,  \\o]\\  bkfTcd,  redeemed  fouls  ?  But  how 
nuich  beyond  conception  uill  this  be  increafcd,  v.  hen  we 
nieet  with  the  innumerable  company  of  the  redeemed 
abiive,  and  all  our  pious  fatliers,  who,  many  ages  before 
this,  fcivcd  our  common  iMallcr ;  many,  wc  hope,  who 
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kept  holy  days,  in  this  very  place,  and  whofe  bodies  now 
ileep  in  the  duft  under  our  feet,  and  around  us ;  nay, 
when  all,  from  the  eaft  and  from  the  weft,  (hall  be  com- 
pletely  gathered  in,  when  every  heart  (hall  agree  with  eve- 
ry  tongue,  and  falvation  to  the  Lamb  fhall  be  the  univer- 
fal,  delightftil,  repeated,  acclamation?  There  are  two 
paflages  of  fcripture  which  fpeak  of  the  multitude,  and  em- 
ployment of  this  glorious  company,  which  ought  never  to 
be  read  without  a  holy  and  delightful  reverence.  Rev.  v. 
9,  15.  "  And  they  fang  a  new  fong,  faying,  thou  art 
**  worthy  to  take  the  book,  and  to  open  the  feals  thereof: 
"  for  thou  waft  flain,  and  haft  redeemed  us  to  God  by  thy 
**  blood,  out  of  every  kindred,  and  tongue,  and  people, 
'^  and  nation  ;  and  the  four  beafts  faid  Amen.  And  the 
"  four  and  twenty  ekiers  fell  down,  and  worihipped  him 
•'  that  liveth  for  ever  and  ever."  Rev,  vii.  9, 12.  *'  After 
**  this,  I  beheld,  and  lo,  a  great  multitude,  which  no  man 
•*  could  number,  of  all  nations,  and  kindreds,  and  people, 
**  and  tongues,  ftood  before  the  throne,  and  before  the 
•*  Lambi  clothed  with  white  robes,  and  palms  in  their 
**  hands ;  faying,  Amen,  blefling,  and  glory,  and  wifdom, 
**  and  thankfgiving,  and  honor,  and  power,  and  might, 
•*  be  unto  our  God,  forever  and  ever.  Amen." 

I  proceed,  now,  to  conclude  the  fubjeft,  by  fome  prac- 
tical improvement  of  what  has  been  faid.  And  can  we 
refufe  to  begin,  by  praiGng  God  for  his  unfpeakable  love, 
and  matchlefs  condefcenfion  ?  The  whole  work  of  our 
redemption  is  wonderful ;  but,  in  a  particular  manner, 
the  conclufion  of  it :  that  wo  fhould  not  only  have  our 
clothes  wafhed  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  but  fhould  be 
before  the  throne  ofGod^  and  serve  him  day  and  night  in 
bis  temple.  At  the  dedication  of  the  temple  of  Solomon, 
that  wife  and  pious  prince  breaks  out  into  an  expreflion 
of  holy  admiration  and  aftonifhment,  and  fays,  2  Chron. 
vi.  18.  **  But  will  God  in  very  deed  dwell  with  men  on 
**  the  earth  ?  Behold,  heaven,  and  the  heaven  of  heavens 
"  cannot  contain  thee  ;  how  much  Icfs  this  houfe  which  I 
•*  have  built  ?"  How  much  greater  reafon  ha\'e  we  to  fay, 
when  recoUefting  our  guilt  and  unworthinefs,  «*  and  ftiall 
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"  men  in  very  deed  dwell  with  God  in  beaven  r"  Hoir 
amazing  the  diftance  !  how  glorious  the  dwelling  and 
employment !  and  how  mean  the  invited  guefti  I  Jjet 
us  take  confufion  of  face  to  ourfelves^  ai^  acknowledge, 
that  this  cannot  be  accounted  for,  but  by  ihe  proptiation 
and  purchafe  of  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  as  the  only  foun^ 
d  at  ion  of  our  hope.  Let  us,  in  the  view  of  every  privi- 
lege, renew  the  exercifc  of  fiiith  ifi  him^  as  giving  us  a 
title  ro  it  ;  and,  on  this  occafion,  particularly,  beg  of 
him  to  lead  us,  by  his  Spirit,  through  all  the  necefkry 
ileps  of  previous  preparation,  and  at  laft  receive  us  into 
his  glory. 

In  the  fccond  place,  from  what  has  been  faid,  you  may 
fee  the  importance  and  benefit  of  the  worihip  and  ftnice 
of  God  on  earth.  If  this  ftate  is  a  ftatc  of  trial  and  prejm- 
ration  for  tlmt  which  is  to  follow  it,  and  the  worfhip  of 
God  is  fo  great  a  part  of  the  employment,  and  fo  great  a 
fource  of  the  happinefs  of  the  faints  al>ove,  it  is  plain  that 
his  worfhip  on  earth  niutl  be  of  the  higheR  ufcfulnefs-  It 
is  not  only  an  unqueftionable  duty,  but  it  is  manifeftly 
neceflary  to  fit  us  lor,  and  habituate  us  to  the  heavenly 
exercife.  It  is  plain  from  the  whole  analogy  of  provi- 
dence, that  a  preparation  of  nature  is  neceflary  for  the 
polTefrion  and  enjoyment  of  any  ftate.  We  fee,  even  in 
natural  things,  that  fowing,  and  a  long  time  of  gradual 
nouriihment,  is  neceflary  to  the  ftrength  and  confiftency 
of  any  plant  or  tree  ;  and  that,  according  to  the  feed,  fo  is 
the  produ£lion.  This  the  apoftle  very  flrongly  applies, 
Gal.  vi.  7.  ''Be  not  deceived;  God  is  not  mocked;  for 
*'  whatfoever  a  man  fowethi  that  fhall  he  alfo  reap." — 
Thofe  that  expect:  to  ferve  God  in  his  temple  above,  muft 
be  habituated  to  ferve  him  in  his  church  on  earth.  This 
is  the  feed-time  ;  then  is  the  harveft.  The  houfe  of  God 
is  the  place  both  of  the  birth  and  nourifhment  of  his  peo- 
ple, Pfal.  Ixxxvii.  5.  ''And  of  Zion  it  fhall  be  faid,  this 
'*  and  that  man  was  born  in  her ;  and  the  Higheft  himfelf 
"  fhall  eftablifii  her." 

Therelbre  fufier  me,  my  brethren,  to  reprove  the  fm, 
and  fliow  the  danger  of  thofe,  who  altogether  neglect  and 
defpife  the  worlhip  of  God.     If  chance,  imitation,  curio- 
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fity,  or  a  worfe  motive,  has  brought  to  this  audience,  any 
who  are  habitual  defpifers  of  the  worfhip  of  God,  I  hereby 
affure  them,  in  his  name,  that,  unfefs  they  change  their 
heart  and  praftice,  in  heaven  they  Ihall  never  dwell,  be- 
caufe  its  employment  they  do  not  love.  It  is  both  the 
evidence  and  caufe  of  the  degeneracy  of  many  in  this  age, 
that  they  have  fallen  into  a  negleft  and  contempt  of  the 
public  worfhip  of  God ;  that,  in  their  notions  of  religion, 
when  they  form  any  at  all,  they,  in  a  great  meafure,  leave 
out  their  duty  to  their  Maker,  and  confine  it  only  to  a 
few  of  the  ordinary  offices  due  from  one  man  to  another. 
Experience,  indeed,  plainly  ftiows  the  weaknefs  and  fee- 
blenefs  of  thefe  virtues  that  are  not  enlivened  and  anima- 
ted by  piety  towards  God ;  and  that  it  is  as  poflible  to  up- 
hold  the  fupcrftrudlure,  by  taking  away  the  foundation, 
to  preferve  the  vigor  and  verdure  of  the  branches  of  a  tree, 
by  feparating  them  from  the  root,  as  to  preferve  and  fe- 
cure  any  regularity  of  conduft,  without  a  principle  of 
divine  life,  of  vital,  fpiritual  union  with  God  through 
Chrift.  But  what,  in  a  particular  manner,  fhows  the  folly 
of  all  fuch,  is  their  relation  to  eternity.  Suppofing  their 
pra£tice  were  every  way  fit  and  proper  for  this  world, 
how  does  it  agree  with  the  employment  of  heaven  ?  Doth 
not  confcience  tell  you,  that  you  have  neither  right  nor 
relifh,  nor  even  capacity  for  it,  and,  by  neceflary  confe- 
quence,  are  under  a  fentence  of  condemnation,  **  children 
«•  of  wrath,  and  heirs  of  hell  ?"  for  there  is  no  middle  ftate. 
I  befeech  you  therefore,  nay,  obteft  you,  in  the  mod 
folemn  manner,  that  you  henceforth  honor  God  in  his 
houfe  and  ordinances,  if  you  expedl  that  ever  he  (hould 
honor  you :  and,  remember,  that  this  warning,  which  you 
have  received  by  the  wife  difpofal  of  his  providence,  will 
be  an  aggravation  of  your  guilt,  if  you  neglcft  and  def- 
pife  it. 

I  cannot  help,  alfo,  upon  this  occafion,  putting  you  in 
mind  of  the  neglefted  duty  of  worfliipping  God  in  your 
families.  Thefe  fmaller  focieties,  in  which  the  members 
are  connedted  by  the  ftrongeft  ties,  and  Hand  in  the  near- 
eft  and  moft  endearing  relations  to  one  another,  how  pro- 
per are  they  for  the  joint  worfhip  of  God  \  arMl-lHMffeAt 


in'duc  nun  uy  liis  puwci,  duu 
dence. 

In  the  third  place,  Let  me  i 
trial  of  thofe  whofe  ftate  is  moi 
opmaiMiiies  ibere  tre  to  rel 
be  tauitnted,  diat  there  are  m 
^ttttf4aQce  Qpoa  the  oidinano 
focmal  manner,  and  reflingi 
power^  lay  themfelves  afleep 
ielves  to  the  teft,  then,  and  ( 
the  truth,  however  painful  am 
of  you,  who  has  heard  of  the 
above,  as  confiding  in  the  fef 
able  to  conceive  the  happine 
Is  diere  any  among  you,  who  ^ 
not  from  weaknefs  of  body, 
who,  immediately  alter,  retur 
joyments,  with  eagemefs,  an 
bullock,  when  he  is  loofed  froi 
reafon  to  fufpect  their  conditic 
unrenewed  in  heart.  But,  I 
who,  from  their  heart,  call  tl- 
*^  holy  of  the  Lord,  honorable  \ 
^'  courts  better  than  a  thoufan 
to  have  their  hearts  captivated 
ti&ctions  enlarged  in  his  praif< 
often  to  thia  work,  by  floth  or  i 
Such,   my  bie 


;^reatjll  grief. 
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In  the  fourth  place,  I  would  improve  this  fubjeft  for 
the  confolation  of  the  afflifted.  The  hope  of  glory  is  the 
true  and  proper  fource  of  confolation ;  whether  your  for- 
row  arifes  from  fuflFcring,  or  from  fin ;  for  both  thefe  fliall 
be  perfeft  ftrangers  to  the  happy  abode  of  the  faints  above. 
If  you  are  under  the  anxiety  of  worldly  care,  the  oppref- 
fion  and  reproach  of  the  ungodly,  the  attacks  of  ficknefs, 
the  gradual  loofening  of  the  pins  of  this  feeble  tottering 
frame ;  if  thefe  weaken  the  ftrength  and  mar  the  melody 
of  your  prefent  fongs,  and  compel  you  to  mix  your  praifes 
with  groans,  remember,  that  in  a  fhort  time,  thefe  com- 
plaints will  be  at  an  end,  the  harp§  of  God  will  be  given 
jfou,  and  Ikill  to  handle  them.  If  a  fcnfc  of  inherent  cor- 
ruption, if  grief  for  an  abfent  or  an  angry  God,  make 
your  hands  to  bang  down,  exert  the  hope  of  being  made 
not  only  perfcftly  happy,  but  perfeAly  holy,  and  of  ferving' 
him  day  and  night  in  his  temple. 

This  leads  me,  in  the  laft  place,  To  direft  you,  to  im- 
prove  this  fubjeft  for  animating  your  prefent  devotion. 
Nothing  is  more  proper  for  this  purpofe,  than  the  lively 
hope,  or  rather  anticipation  of  the  heavenly  employment. 
Let  us  overcome  our  prefent  floth,  by  entering,  in  faith 
and  hope,  within  the  vail,  and  confidering  how  we  Ihall 
then  praife  him :  then  there  Ihall  be  no  wandering  thought, 
no  cold  heart,  no  faultering  tongue,  no  flagging  fpirits. 
And,  as  without  all  queftion,  fome  are  here  prefent,  not  a 
few,  I  would  charitably  hope,  who  fliall  enter  into  that 
temple  of  the  living  God ;  fo  we  know  not  how  foon  any 
of  us  may  be  fent  for,  to  leave  this  worldly  fanftuary,  to 
be  above  the  ufe  of  prefent  ordinances,  and  to  join  the 
innumerable  company  about  the  throne.  In  the  profpeQ: 
of  this,  Pfal.  cxlix.  i,  2.  " — Let  us  fing  unto  the  Lord  a 
"  new  fong,  and  his  praife  in  the  congregation  of  faints. 
*'  Let  Ifrael  rejoice  in  him  that  made  him;  let  the  chil- 
"  dren  of  Zion  be  joyful  in  their  King.**     Amen. 
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